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PREFACE. 


TN  fubmitting  to  the  Public  the  Seventh  Volume  of  this  G)l<» 
ledion,  the  Editor  flatters  himfelf  that  it  will  be  found  to  in* 
dude  documents  of  equals  perhaps  of  ftiperior  importance^  to 
any  of  thofe  contained  in  the  preceding  volumes. 

As  he  has  been  Angularly  fortunate  in  procuring  a  confiderable 
number  of  State  Papers,  which,  he  trufts,  have  never  yet  been 
pubiiflied  in  England,  he  thinks  it  neceflary  to  direft  the  attention 
of  the  Public  in  a  more  particular  manner  to  them.  Of  the  nego« 
tiation  at  Paris  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Re'* 
public  of  France  no  complete  account  had  hitherto  been  colleded  ; 
the  Editor  therefore  obtained  from  America  an  oflicial  copy  of  the 
proceedings  printed  by  order  of  Congrefs.  The  very  detailed  letter 
from  the  American  minifters*  upon  the  difietvnces  between  the 
two  nations,  and  upon  the  condud  of  France  tovrards  the  United 
Sutes,  has  never  yet  been  pubiiflied  in  this  country.  The  fame 
aiTertion  may  be  made  with  refped  to  the  anfwer  of  the  American 
minifterst  to  the  letter  of  the  French  minider  for  foreign  affairs. 
£ut  the  Editor  has  alfo  been  able  to  render  the  narrative  of  the 
n^otiation  ftill  more  complete  even  than  the  official  publication 
of  the  American  government.  That  publication  concludes  with 
the  departure  of  General  Pinckney  and  General  Marfliall  from 
Paris.  From  the  French  official  papers  the  Editor  has  extracted 
ill  the  fubfequent  correfpondence  between  Mr.  Gerry  and  the 
French  minifter  to  the  departure  of  the  former  from  France,  and 
the  final  rupture  of  the  negotiation. 

Hitherto  the  Public  have  only  feen  a  fhort  and  unfatisfa£tory 
account  of  thofe  didurbances  at  Vienna  which  led  to  the  departure 
of  the  French  ambaffador  Bernadotte  from  that  capital.  The 
reader  will  here  findan  official  account  of  the  event  by  Bernadotte 

*  Page  i22  to  265.  f  Page  399  to  426. 

^  M  2  himfc\% 


iv  '^PREFACE. 

himfelf*,   which  the  Editor  has  tranflated  from  the  German 
papers* 

The  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  government  of  the 
cantons  of  Sv^itzerUnd,  the  deftruAionof  the  Papal  power,  the 
negotiations  at  Raftadt,  and  the  expedition  of  Buonaparte  to 
Egypt,  have  engaged  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  It  has  there- 
fore been  the  fedulous  attention  of  the  Editor  to  procure  every  of- 
ficial xlocument  relative  to  thofe  important  events. 

The  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  the  recent  rebellion  in  that  country^ 
promoted  and  encouraged  by  the  French  government,  come  natu- 
rally within  the  fcope  of  a  publication  whofe  profefled  objedl  is 
to  colIe£l  every  (late  paper  that  relates  to  the  war  with  France. 
The  Editor  has  inferted  all  the  Proclamations  publifhed  during  the 
progrefe  of  that  febellion,  together  vvitli  the  very  intereftmg  Re- 
ports upon  it  prefented  to  both  Houfes  of  the  IriOi  Parliament : 
to  thefe  are  added  the  able  and  fatisfadory  Report  on  the  treatment 
of  French  prifoners  in  England,  a  document  highly  gratifying  to 
the  national  charader* 

It  has  hitherto  been  ufual  to  arrange  the  Proclamations,  Corre- 
fpondence,  and  Papers  relative  to  Neutral  Powers,  under  diftinft 
heads.  That  arrangement  having  been  found  inconvenient,  all 
the  papers  Jn  this  volume  have  been  clafled  under  one  general 
head :  but  as  a  very  copious  Index  has  been  added,  no  perfon 
can  experience  the  foullef}  difficulty  in  finding  any  paper  he 
snay  want,  whether  it  relates  to  the  neutral  or  belligerent  powers. 

In  the  preceding  volumes,  the  Appendix,  containing  the  hiftory  of 
tihe  war  from  the  Gazettes,  has  always  been  brought  down  to  as  late 
'  a  period  as  pofTible.  In  the  prefent  volume  that  rule  has  been  depart- 
ed from,  for  two  reafons :  id,  the  (ize  of  the  volume  was  already 
fu£Sciently  large ;  and,  adly,  the  Editor  had  every  reafon  to  believe 
that  its  publication  was  impatiently  expelled.  The  Appendix 
therefore  has  6nly  been  completed  to  the  beginning  of  March. 
The  renuunder  of  the  Gazettes  are  referved  for  the  fucceeding 
V4/!ame.. 
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STATE     PAPERS. 


TREATIES,  ARMISTICES.  &c. 


Treaty  of  •ffenfive  and  difinjive  Alliance  between  the  French  RepublU 
and  the  King  of  Sardinia.  Ratified  by  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred 
on  the  ifi  Brumaire  (0{i.  21),  and  by  the  Council  of  Ancienti  on 
the  /^h  of  the  fame  Month  (OH.  24),  1797. 

npHE  Executive  DireSory  of  the  French  republic,   and  hi^ 
*'-    Majefty  the  King  of  Sardinia,  being  defirous,  by  every  means 
in  their  poveer,  and  by  the  mod  intimate  union  of  their  refpedive 
intereftsi  to  comcibute  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  to  the  reftoration  of 
that  peace  which  is  the  objeft  of  their  wiOies,  and  which  will 
fecure  the  repofe  and  the  tranquillity  of  Italy,  have  determined 
to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  alliance  ;  and  have 
charged  with  full  powers  to  that  eflfe£l,  viz.  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive  Diredory  of  the   French  republic,  Citizen  Henry- 
James  William  Clarke,  general  of  dlvifion  in  the  armies  of  the 
"^  republic;  and  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Sardinia,  the 
Chevalier  D.  Clenient  Damian  de  Priocia,  knight  of  the  grand 
crofs  of  the  order  of  Saints  Maurice  and  Lazarus,  fird  fecretary 
of  ftate  in  his  Majefty's  department  for  foreign  affairs,  and  prefi-^ 
dent  of  the  home  department ;  who,  after  exchanging  their  re* 
fpe dive  powers,  concluded  as  follows : 

I.  There  (hall  be  an  oiFenfive  and  defenfive  alliance  between 
the  French  republic  and  the  King  of  Sardinia,  until  the  period  of 
continental  peace.  This  alliance  (hall  then  become  purely  defen- 
five, and  (hall  be  eftablifhed  upon  a  bads  agreeable  to  the  reci« 
procal  interefis  of  both  powers. 

I I.  The  prefent  alliance  having  for  its  objeft  to  haften  the  refto- 
ration  of  peace,  and  to  fecure  the  future  tranquillity  of  Italy,  its 
execution  during  the  prefent  war  (hall  be  direded  folely  againft 
the  Emperor  of  Germany^  he  being  the  only  continental  ^owec 
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tfiat  prefents  obftacles  to  wifhes  fo  falutary.  His  Majerty  tfic 
King  of  Sardinia  (ball  remain  neuter  with  regard  to  England  and 
to  the  other  powers  ftill  at  war  with  the  French  republic. 

III.  The  French  republic  and  his  Sardinian  Majefty  guarantee 
reciprocally,  by  all  the  meanv  in  their  power,  their  refpeSive 
poffeffions  which  they  now  hold  in  Europe  during  the  exiftence  of 
the  prefcnt  alliance.  The  two  powers  (hall  unite  their  forces 
againft  the  common  enemy  externally,  and  (hall  give  no  aid,  di- 
redly  or  indiredly,  to  the  internal  enemies  of  either. 

IV.  The  contingent  of  troops  which  his  Majefty  the  King  of 
Sardinia  (hall  furnifh  immediately  in  confequence  of  the  prefent 
treaty,  (hall  be  Sooo  infantry  and  looo  cavalry,  and  forty  pieces 
of  cannon.  In  cafe  the  two  powers  (hall  think  it  necefTary  to 
augment  this  contingent,  fuch  augmentation  (hall  be  concerted  and 
regulated  by  commiflioners  lAvefied  with  full  powers  to  that  tffcCt 
by  the  Executive  Diredory  and  his  Majefty  the  King  of 
Sardinia. 

V.  The  contingent  of  troops  and  artillery  (hall  be  ready  and 
alTerobled  at  Novarnii  viz*  500  cavalry,  4000  infantry,  and 
twelve  field-pieces,  by  the  30th  of  Germinal  current  (April  19), 
and  the  remainder  in  a  fortni^t  after. 

This  contingent  (hall  be  maintained  at  the  expenfe  of  his 
Majefty  the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  (hall  receive  onlers  from  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  French  army  in  Italy. 

A  feparate  convention  fettled  in  concert  with  the  commander, 
in  chief  of  the  French  army,  (hall  regulate  the  nature  of  the 
fervice  of  this  contingent. 

VI*  The  troops  which  form  this  contingent,  (hall  participate, 
in  proportion  to  the  number  which  may  be  under  arms,  in  the 
contributions  which  (hall  be  levied  from  the  conquered  countries; 
reclconing  from  the  day  of  the  union  of  the  contingent  to  the  army 
of  the  republic. 

VII.  The  French  republic  promifes  to  procure  to  his  Majefty 
the  Kine  of  Sardinia,  at  the  period  of  a  general  or  continental 
peace,  dl  the  advantai^es  whidi  circumflances  may  permit  him 
to  obtain. 

VI I L  Neither  of  the  contraSing  powers  (hall  conclude  a 
feparate  peace  with  the  common  enemy,  and  no  armiftice  (hall  be 
agreed  to  by  the  French  republic,  in  which  his  Sardinian  Majefty 
is  not  included. 

IX.  All  the  contributions  impofed  on  the  ftates  of  his  Sardi- 
nian Majefty  which  are  not  yet  paid  up,  fhall  ceafe  to  be  de* 
manded  immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  treaty. 

X.  The  fiirni(hings  which  from  the  fame  period  (hall  be  made 
in  the  ftates  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  "Sardinia  to  the  French 
troops,  or  to  prifoners  of  war,  and  alfo  thofc  which  may  have 

already 
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already  been  made  in  virtue  of  private  contrads,  and  which  have 
not  yet  been  paid  for  by  the  French  republic,  (hall  be  returned  in 
kind  to  the  troops  forming  the  contingent  of  his  Sardinian  Ma* 
jefty:  and. if  the  amount  of  the  furni(hings  fhould  exceed  the 
wants  of  the  contingent^  the  overplus  (hall  be  repaid  in  fpecie. 

XI.  The  two  contrading  parties  (hall  immediately  appoint 
commiflioners  charged  to  negotiate  in  their  name  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce ^;reeaUy  to  the  bafis  ftipulated  in  article  VI L  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Paris  between  the  French  republic 
and  the  King  of  Sardinia. — Meanwhile  the  pods  and  all  other 
commercial  relations  (ball  be  re-e(tabli(hed  without  delay  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  were  before  the  war. 

XII.  The  ratiScations  of  the  prefent  treaty  of  alliance  (hall  be 
exchanged  at  Paris  in  the  (horteft  delay  poflible. 

Done  and  figned  at  Turin  on  the  i6th  of  Germinal  (April  5), 
5th  year  of  the  French  republic. 

(Signed)  H.  Clarkr. 

CfiElfRNT    DaMIAN. 

The  Excoutire  Diredory  ratify  and  fign  the  prefent  treaty  of 
aUiance  with  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Sardinia,  negotiated  in  the 
name  of  the  French  republic  by  Henry  James  Clarke,  general  of 
divifiony  appointed  by  an  order  of  the  Executive  Diredory  on 
the  13th  Ventofe  lau,  and  charged  with  inftrudtions  to  the 
above  effisfl.  ^ 

Done  at  the  national  palace  on  the  aad  Germinal,  5th  year  of 
the  French  republic 


Treaty  tf  the  Union  tf  the  Republic  of  Mulhaufen  to  the  French 

Republic. 

npHE  Executive  Diredory  of  the  French  republic  being  aflTured 
'''  ihat  t^he  magiftrates,  councils^  citizens,  and  inhabitants  of 
ttie  xepMbUc  of,  Mulhaufen  have  expre(red  a  de(ire  to  be  united  to 
the  Fredqh  republic,  and  to  be  incorporated  with  the  great  nation, 
and  willing  to  give  to  the  moft  ancient  ally  of  France  the  laft  proof 
«f  hec  gpnerou3  friendibip,  have  appointed  Citizen  John  Ulric 
Met9ger,  member  of  the  central  adminiftration  of  the  department 
of  the  Upper  Rhine,  coi»mi(Goner  of  government,  to  afcertain 
their  wifhes  for  fuch  union,  and  to  (lipulate  the  mode  and  con- 
ditions of  the  fame ;  for  which  purpofe  the  magiltrates,  &c.  of 
the  republic  of  Mulhaufen  have  nominated  to  treat  and  (lipulate 
in  th^ir  name,  Mcflrs.  Jean  Hofer,  burgomafter,  Jo(hua  Hofer, 
fyndic,  Paul  Hagenin,  Jeremiah  Koechlin,  both  members  of  the 
great  coundl,  James  Kxschlin,  one  of  the  four  afTiftants  to  the 
great  council  and  SebaRian  Sperlin,  all  of  the  town  of  Mulhau- 
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feiii  and  equally  and  fully  charged  and  authorized  to  ftipulate  for 
the  inhabitants  of  lUzach  and  Modenheim,  which  form  the 
republic  and  dependency  of  Mulhaufen.  The  French  com mif* 
fioner  having,  by  the  authentic  documents  fubjoinedy  verified  the 
free  expreilion  of  their  wilhes  for  the  union,  the  commifGoner 
and  deputies,  after  prc^ucing  and  exchanging  their  full  powers, 
agreed  on  the  following  articles: 

I.  The  Frencli  republic  accepts  the  wifli  of  the  citizens  of 
the  republic  of  Mulhaufen,  and  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Commune  of  Illzach,  and  its  appendage  of  Modenhetm,  both 
forminga  dependency  of  Mulhaufen,  and  declares  the  faid  citizens 
and  inhabitants  Frenchmen  born. 

II.  The  French  government,  as  a  mark  of  attachment  to 
its  ancient  allies,  confents  to  prolong  their  (late  of  neutrality,  and 
confequently  exempts  them  from  all  real  and  perfonal  requifitions, 
and  from  the  quartering  of  foldiers,  during  the  prefent  war,  and 
until  the  period  of  general  peace. 

III.  Thofe  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  Mulhaufen,  &c.  who 
may  be  inclined  to  remove  wjth  all.  their  effects  into  Switzer- 
land, or  elfewhere,  Ihall  be  allowed  one  year  from  the  ratifica« 
tion  of  this  treaty,  to  prepare  for  their  departure,  and  three 
years  to  accompli(h  the  fale  and  liquidation  of  their  property 
and  debts. 

IV.  All  the  lands  and  effeSts  of  the  town,  thofe  within  its 
own  diilrid,  and  thofe  which  it  pofrefles  in  the  diflrid  of 
Illzach,  and  which  are  under  the  management  of  its  magiftrate 
and  his  agents,  thofe  allotted  to  the  hofpital,  public  buildings, 
and  thofe  appropriated  to  public  fundlionaries,  mills,  commons, 
arable  lands,  meadows,  paftures,  forefts,  whether  within  or 
%vithout  the  boundaries  of  the  territory  of  Mulhaufen,  and  all 
rents  or  quit -rents  which  may  be  due  to  the  commune,  the 
hofpital,  or  any  other  corporation  or  foundation  of  Mulhaufen-— 
in  general  terms,  all  that  conftituted  the  patrimony  of  the  faid 
republic,  and  which  was  known  under  the  general  name  of  com* 
mon  property,  (hall  belong  in  full  right  and  without  any  diminu- 
tion to  the  commune  of  Mulhaufen. 

V.  The  buildings,  goods  moveable  and  immoveable,  and 
fums  of  money,  forming  the  appanage  of  the  (ix  corpora- 
tions called  tribes  (Zunfte),  (hall  alfo  be  regarded  as  common 
property.  » 

VI.  The  foreds,  building?,  and  lands,  belonging  to  the  Teu- 
tonic order  of  Malta,  as  well  as  the  pofleflions  of  the  chapter  of  , 
Arlecheim,  and  the  abbey  of  Lucelles,  within  the  territory  of 
Mulhaufen,  ihall  become  the  property  of  the  commune. 

VII.  Whatever  meafures  the  republic  of  Mulhaufen  may  have 
taken,  previous  to  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  of  thefe  pre- 

fents, 
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fents,  relative  to  the  various  fpecies  of  property  mentioned  in  the 
4thy  sthy  and  6th  articles^  inall  be  executed  according  to  their 
fonn  and  leiibur. 

VIII.  The  buildings,  capitals,  rents,  lands*  foreds,  com- 
mons, and  hemp^-fieldsy  ceded  by  the  town  of  Mnlhaufen  to  the 
iohaUtants  of  lllEach  and  Modenheim,  (hall  belong  to  them  in 
full  property,  without  any  exception,  and  they  (hall  be  free  to 
difpofe  of  tbcm  as  they  fhall  judge  mod  fuitable  to  their  own  in- 
teieit* 

IX.  To  encourage  the  negleSed  agriculture  of  the  communes 
of  Mulhaufen  and  its  dependencies,  the  French  government  de- 
clares, that  all  the  rents  and  duties  levied  on  the  lands  and  other 
immoveables  of  the  citizens  of  Mulhaufen,  and  their  dependen- 
cies>  for  the  behoof  of  the  orders  mentioned  previously,  and 
nihich  would  fall  in  to  the  nation,  Oiall  be  abolifhed  without  any 
indenmity — and  the  lawful  poifefibrs  of  fuch  eflates  fhall  be  ex** 
empt  from  any  compenfation,  and  continue  to  enjoy  them  in  pen- 
fed  property. 

X.  The  tribunal  of  commerce  of  the  republic  of  Mulhaufen 
fiiall  be  continued,  and  organized  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
French  republic.  There  fhall  be  two  notaryfbips  in  the  town  of 
Molhaofen^-^he  one~exercifed  by  the  ancient  GrefHer  Tabelliouy 
and  the  other  by  one  of  the  citizens  ^i  honmes:  the  titles,  docu- 
ments, and  original-  writings  of  the-  chancery,  fhall  be  depofited 
in  the  archives^  which  fhall  be  under  the  care  of  an  officer,  to 
be  pdd  by  the  Mimxiune.  To  facilitate  commercial  relations, 
there  fliall  be  eflablifhed  an  office  for  pofl-horfes ;  the  pod-office 
for  letters  ihall  be  continued.  The  government  will  eftablifh  a 
dired  communication  with  Bafle,  Colmar,  and  Belford ;  and  to 
facilitate  the  difpiatch  of  bufjnefs,  there  will  be  appointed  a  flamp 
and  regifter  office.  The  period  of  their  commencing  bufinef^ 
will  be  fixed  by  the  government,  as  well  as  that  of  the  payment 
of  perfunal  and  real  contributions ;  and  as  there  is  at  prefent  no 
regtfler  of  lands,  nor  matriculation  book,  the  citizens  of  Mul- 
haufen having  been  exempt  from  contributions,  a  commiflion 
will  be  appointed  to  complete  the  regifler  and  matriculation,  and 
to  nnake  preliminary  arrangements  for  fixing  and  affeffing  the  con- 
tributions. 

XL  To  encourage  the  commerce  and  induflry  of  Mulhaufen, 
and  to  fupport  the  credit  of  the  merchants  who  carry  on  trade 
with  foreign  capitals,  the  French  government  declares,  that  it  means 
to  preferve  to  the  capitalifts  and  its  Swifs  and  other  foreign  depen- 
dencies,  the  fame  rights  and  the  fame  fyflem  of  legiflation  which 
exifled  before  the  union  of  the  republic  of  Mulhaufen  to  France. 
In  confequence,  all  deeds,  whether  hypothecary  or  under  figti 
pianoal,  difpofitions,  teflaments,  legacies,  and  all  aAs  anterior 

to 
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tivtlie  rair(icariof>  of  tlti»  treaty,  (hall  be  executed  axxprdiog  f^ 
the  fiat-utory  laws  of  the  town  of  Mulhaufen. 

XIT.  The  republic  of  Mulbaufen  reoounces  ail  its  cotmextom 
With  the  lielvetic  body;  it  depofit^  m  the  bofom  of  tlie,Freiu:h 
vspublic  its  right  te  indepemdenfi  fovereignty,  and  authorize*  the 
Trends  government  to  noufy  %o  the  Helvetic  caotone,  in  the  moft 
amicable  manner,  that  their  s^ncient  allies  will  foraa  an  integral 
fart  oi  a  people  no-lefe  deaf  to  them,^  and  united  to  whom  .diey 
wilt  not  ceafe  to  be  in  a  flate  of  intimate  relation  with  their  an-* 
cBsnt  fxiendii. 

Xlllv.  The  rattgcation  of  the  prefent  treaty  (hall  be  ex- 
dRangjrd  within  one  month  from  the  date  of  fignature.  ,     . 

Ikiae  at  Mulhanfen,  on  the  9th  Pluviofe,  6th  year. 

The  above  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  Councils  on  the  i  ^th  Ven«> 
m&  (lil  March)  1798* 


MHitihnal  Convention  to  the   Trtaiy  tf  Peace  Jigned  on  the  fth 
Jngufi  I7g6i;  between  the  French  RefubHc   and.  the  Duke    ef 

I/minemberg. 

I.  HE^HE  French  republic  ikatt  feeuire  and  tnfift  on  the  fe<^- 
**'  iacizaiion  of  the  difixid  of  Oberkirchy  belonging  to  ihr 
late  .VUhopr ic  of  Straiburgh,  the  abbey  of  Zweifalten,  and  the 
Iffincipality  and  prebendary  of  Ellwangen^ 

U»  This  Duke  engages  to  pay  what  he  is  pcrfbnaHy  indebted 
ttf  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries  ceded  by  hini>  and  within  five 
jeara  to  replace  the  capitals  which  have  been  paid  into  hia  pri- 
vate tseafury,  and  f.«>r  which  he  has  conftitutcd  tents. 

III.  The  Duke  engages,  by  his  vote  in  the  diet^  to  accede  to 
die  following  propofitions :  i.  The  ceflion  of  the  left  bank  of 
the  Rhine,  the  iflands  and  courfe  of  that  river.  2.  The  eman- 
cipation of  tlie  Italian  dates  from  the  bonda  of  feudality.  3. 
The-  fecularization  of  the  ecclefiaflical  principalities  which  are 
j&eceilary  for  the  indemnification  of  the  fecular  princes* 

J(V.  He  engages  in  all  future  wars  between  France  and  any 
i>ther  power,  to  obferve  the  ftri£ieft  neutrality,  and  neither  to 
contribute  a  contingent  nor  any  other  afTiftance. 

v..  The  French  troops,  in  all  wars  commenced  againft 
France,  (hall  enter  the  territories  of  the  Duke,  renuin  in  then>, 
and  poflTers  themfelves  of  fuch  military  pods  as  ihall  be  nei^ef- 
fary  for  their  operations. 

VI.  A  full  amnefiy  ihall  be  granted  to  all  perfons  who  may 
have  been  atreiled  or  profecuted  on  account  of  political  opi- 
nions^ 

VII.  The  diplomatic  agent  of  the  French  republic  fliall  de^ 

termine 
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itmuoe  all  divil  difputes  between  Fiendi  citizens  in  tbe  ftaiescf 
Wuitemberg,  \ 

VIII.  The  Duke  renounces  the  further  ufe  oi  tbe  titles  <ie^ 
rifed  from  the  ceiled  countries. 

IX.  Tbe  anniftice  of  29  Meflidor  ihall  be  felly  obferved  in  all 
Ae  ptrtiodars  which  are  not  coatrary  to  the  articles  of  the 
prtfeot  (roHj- 

X.  The  uipulated  contributions  fhall  be  raifed  ;  befides  whicli 
tbe  Dmke  (hall  pay  oiontlily  aoo»ooo  livres,  from  i  Vendemi* 
aire  to  the  figning  o(  the  prdiminaries  of  peace  with  Auftria« 

XL  This  treaty  fliall  likewife  bind  the  Imperial  towns  EfsUa* 
gen  and  Reutlingeo. 

(Signed)  WoEiLWAaTT. 

Pdris^  ^oTkermtWorj  ^b  year  Abel. 

^  the  French  republic. 
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Treaty  of  Peace f  and  tf  JJliante  offeidive  and  d^enfive^  concluded 
tettuetn  the  French  and  Hehetic  Refublics. 

^HE  Fceach  and  Helvetic  republics  being  equally  defirous  to 
mi^e  the  moft  perfieA  peace  and  the  (Irideft  friendfbip  fuc- 
teed  toa  ivar  which  an  oligiurdiy  had  provoked,  and  which  for  a 
time  had  caufed  a  divifion  between  the  two  nations,  have  refoIveS 
to  unite  tbemfelves  together  by  an  alliance  grounded  on  the  real 
iaterefts  of  the  two  countries:  the  refpeAive  governments  have 
accoidingfy  appointed,  on  the  part  of  the  French  Diredory,  Ct« 
tittD  C.  M.  Talleyrand,  minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  and  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  Diredory  of  the  Helvetic  republic,  Citizens 
P.  }•  Zcltner  and  Amedee  jenner,  who,  after  a  mutual  ex* 
diaoge  of  their  full  powers,  agreed  to  the  following  articles: 

Art.  I.  -There  (hall  be  for  a  perpetuity,  peace,  friendfhip, 
and  goodi  miderftanding,  between  the  French  and  Helvetic  re- 

II.  There  exifts^  from  the  prefent  moment,  between  the  two 
republics,  an  alliance  offen five  and  defenfive.  The  general  refult 
of  this  alliance  is,  that  each  of  the  republics  may,  in  cafe  of 
war,  claim  the  co-operation  of  its  ally.  The  power  claiming 
this  co-operation  (hall  then  fpecify  againft  whom  the  co-operation 
is  required,  and  in  confequence  of  that  fpecial  requifition,  the 
power  called  upon  enters  into  war  againd  the  power  or  powers 
defignated  ;  but  it  remains  in  a  (late  of  neutrality  with  refpeft  to 
fuch  powers  as  may  be  at  war  with  the  claiming  power,  and 
whom  it  may  not  have  particularly  defignated.  It-  is  acknow* 
ledged  that  the  efied  of  the  requifition  on  the  part  of  the  French 
xepuUiC  fliall  never  be  to  fendtiie  Swifs  troops  beyond  the  fea. 

I  he 
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The  troops  called  for  (hall  be  paid  and  maintained  by  the  power 
calling  for  them  ;  and  in  cafe  of  fuch  requifition,  neither  of  the 
two  republics  (hall  feparately  conclude  any  treaty  of  armiftice  or 
of  peace.  The  particular  efFeds  of  the  alliance,  when  on  either 
fide  a  requidtion  (hall  take  place,  the  nature  and  the  quantity  of 
the  fuccours  to  be  mutually  afforded,  (hall  be  amicably  determined 
by  fpecial  conventions,  grounded  on  the  principles  contained  iq 
this  article, 

III.  The  French  republic  accordingly  guarantees  to  the  Hel- 
vetic republic  its  independence  and  the  unity  of  its  government ; 
and  in  cafe  the  oligarchy  ihould  attempt  to  overturn  the  prefent 
Helvetic  conftitution,  the  French  republic  binds  iifelf  to  grant  to 
the  Helvetic  republic,  upon  its  requifiijon,  fuch  fuccours  as  it 
may  (land  in  need  of,  in  order  to  triumph  over  fuch  internal  or 
external  attack  as  may  be  made  againfl  it.  It  promifes  its  good 
offices  to  the  Helvetic  republic  that  may  infure  it  the  enjoyment 
of  all  its  rights  with  regard  to  other  powers;  and  in  onler  t6 
furnifh  it  with  the  means  of  fpeedily  re-e(labli(hing  its  military 
ftrength  on  the  moft  impofmg  footing,  the  French  republic  con- 
fents  to  rcftore  the  artillery  that  has  been  taken  from  it  during  the 
prefent  war,  and  which  may  be  ftill  at  the  difpofal  of  the  French 
government  at  the  moment  of  figning  the  prefent  treaty,  pro- 
vided the  Helvetic  republic  will  fend  for  fuch  pieces  of  artillery 
and  carry  them  back  into  its  own  territory. 

IV.  The  frontiers  between  France  and  Helvetia  (hall  be  deter-> 
mined  by  a  particular  convention,  the  bafts  of  which  (hall  be, 
that  every  thing  which  formed  part  of  the  ci-devant  bi(hopric 
of  Bafil,  and  the  principality  of  Porentruy,  (hall  remain  defini- 
tively united  to  the  French  territory,  as  well  as  the  interfe£lion 
of  the  Suifs  territory  comprehended  in  the  department  of  the 
Upper  Rhine  and  Mout  Terrible;  with  refervation  of  the  coun« 
ter  ceflions  and  exchanges,  which  may  be  judged  indifpenfable 
for  rendering  thefe  frontiers  perfefily  ftraight  from  Bafil  to  Ge- 
neva, and  which  (hall  not  affecSt  the  unions  which  have  already 
been  definitively  made  to  the  French  territory. 

V.  In  order  to  fecure  the  comrnunications  of  the  French  re- 
public with  the  fouth  of  Germany  and  Italy,  there  (hall  be 
granted  to  the  faid  republic  the  free  and  perpetual  ufe  of  two 
commercial  and  military  roads,  the  fird  of  which  (hall  pafs  the 
north  of  Helvetia,  tip  the  Rhine,  along  the  weft  and  fouthern 
banks  of  the  lake  of  Conllance;  the  fecond,  beginning  at  Ge- 
neva, and  traverfing  the  department  of  Mont  Blanc,  (hall  go 
through  the  Valais,  running  into  the  territory  of  the  Cifalpine 
republic  by  a  courfe  to  be  fixed ;  and  it  is  detennined  that  each 
(late  (hall,  within  its  own  territories,  execute  the  works  necef- 
fary  for  the  conltrudion  of  thefe  two  roads. 

z  VI.  It 
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VI.  It  is  likewifc  ftipulatcd,  that,  in  order  to  give  to  the  In- 
ternal navigation  of  the  two  republics  all  the  beneficial  improve- 
ments of  which  It  is  fufceptiblc,  each  of  them  refpe£lively  (hall^ 
"vithin  its  own  territories,  execute  the  works  of  art  which  (hall 
be  neceflary  for  the  eftablilhment  of  a  communication  by  water 
fimn  the  lake  of  Geneva  to  the  Rhine,  and  from  Geneva  to  that 
part  of  the  Rhone  which  is  navigable. 

VII.  The  French  republic  binds  ilfelf  to  furnifh  to  the  Hel- 
vetic republic  all  the  fait  which  it  may  ftand  in  need  of,^  from 
the  fait- fits  of  La  Meurthe,  of  Jura,  and  of  Mont  Blanc. 
The  prices  of  the  faid  fait,  the  expenfes  of  carriage,  the  places 
and  the  periods  of  delivery,  (hall  be  regulated  at  leaft  every  ten 
years  between  citizens  charged  by  the  French  government  with 
the  preparing  of  the  fait,  and  the  officers  of  the  Helvetic  go- 
ttmment,  without  ever  permitting  the  price  of  the  faid  fait  to 
exceed  that  paid  by  the  French  citizens,  and  without  the  fub- 
jcSs  of  the  Helvetic  ^government  being  ever  fubjedled  to  paying 
tbe  taxes  ^hich  in  France  may  be  laid  upon  that  commodity. 

VIII.  According  to  the  latter  article,  the  Helvetic  republic 
exprefsly  renounces  all  the  drawbacks  on  fait  which  it  might  be 
enihled  to  claim  in  virtue  of  ancient  treaties  which  exifted  be- 
tween France  and  the  Cantons;  and  it  binds  itfelf  to  take  an- 
nually from  the  falt-pits  at  leaft  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
qnintals  of  fait. 

IX.  The  citizens  of  the  French  republic  may  go  and  come  to 
Helvetia,  furnifhed  with  regular  paflports:  they  (hall  be  at  liberty 
to  form  all  and  fuch  eftabliihments  there,  to  exercife  every  kind 
of  induftry  which  the  law  permits  and  proteSs ;  their  pcrfons 
and  property  fliall  be  fubjcft  to  the  laws  and  ufages  of  the  coun- 
try. The  citizens  of  the  Helvetic  republic  fhall  enjoy  in  Fiance, 
and  in  all  the  dominions  of  the  French  republic,  the  fame  rights 
on  the  fame  conditions. 

X.  In  ail  litigated  points  refpeding  individuals,  which  cannot 
be  fettled  by  reference,  or  by  the  decifion  of  the  courts,  the 
plaintiff  fhall  be  obliged  to  follow  up  his  a£l!on  before  the  na- 
tural judges  of  the  defendant,  unlefs  the  parties  be  prefent  on 
the  very  fpot^where  the  bargain  had  been  contraded,  or  have 
agreed  upon  the  choice  of  the  judges  to  whofe  decifion  they 
iirouid  leave  the  matter  in  difpute.  In  litigated  points,  having 
for  objeft  landed  property,  the  fuit  fhall  be  carried  on  before  a 
tribunal  or  a  magiftrate  of  the  place  where  the  property  is  fitu- 
atcd.  The  litigations  that  may  arife  between  the  heirs  of  a 
Frcnchnr>an  who  dies  in  Switzerland,  with  regard  to  his  fuc- 
ccffion,  fhall  be  transferred  before  the  judge  of  the  refidencc 
^hich  the  Frenchman  polfefTed  in  France  ;  and  the  fame  fhall  be 
obferved  with  regard  to  the  fucceffion  of  a  Swifs  who  may  die 
in  France, 
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.XI.  The  definitive  judgments  in  civil  caufes  that  arc  rc-» 
garded  as  fettled  points,  and  that  have  been  pronounced  by 
French  tribunals,  fhall  be  executed  in  Switzerland,  and  vice 
verfoy  after  they  (hail  have  been  fandioned  by  the  refpeftivc 
minifters. 

XII.  In  cafe  of  the  failure  or  bankruptcy  of  Frenchmen 
poffefled  of  property  in  France,  if  there  arc  Swifs  creditors  and 
French  creditors,  the  Swifs  creditors  who  (hall  have  conformed 
to  the  French  laws  for  the  fecurity  of  their  hypothetic,  fliall  be 
paid  according  to  the  order  of  their  hypothetic  on  the  footing  of 
French  creditors :  and  vice  verja^  if  Swifs  poffefling  property 
in  the  Helvetic  republic,  fliall  have  both  French  and  Swifs  cre- 
ditors, the  French  creditors  who  ihall  have  employed  the  re- 
quifite  formalities  to  fecure  an  hypothetic  in  Switzerland,  fliall 
be  arranged  with  Swifs  creditors,  according  to  the  order  of  their 
hypothetic.  With  regard  to  fimple  creditors,  they  fliall  be 
treated  in  the  fame  manner,  without  refpedt  to  which  of  the 
two  countries  they  belong. 

XIII.  In  all  criminal  proceedings  for  heinous  offences  infti- 
tutcd  either  before  Swifs  or  French  courts,  witnefles  fliall  be  . 
mutually  bound  to  attend  from  cither  country  in  perfon,  under 
the  penalties  to  be  fixed  by  the  two  countries.  The  neceflary 
paffports  fliall  in  this  cafe  be  granted  by  the  government  of  the 
party  requiring,  according  to  diltance,  &c. 

XIV.  The  two  republics  fliall  mutually  engage  to  grant  no 
afylum  to  the  emigrants  or  perfons  baniflied  from  the  other. 
Theylikewife  bind  themfelves  to  exile,  on  thd  firft  requifition, 
the  perfons  of  cither  nation  who  (hall  judicially  have  been  de- 
clared  guilty  of  confpiracy  againft  the  intcrcft  or  external  fecu- 
rity of  the  (late,  of  murder,  poifoning,  fire-raifing,  forgery^ 
violence,  theft,  and  robbery,  or  perfons  accufed  of  thefe  crimes  ; 
and  the  property  ftojcn  in  cither  county  and  taken  to  the  other, 
fliall  be  reftored. 

XV.  There  (hall  immediately  be  concluded  between  the  two 
republics  a  treaty  of  commerce,  founded  upon  the  moft  complete 
reciprocity  of  advantage.  In  the  mean  time,  the  fubjefts  of 
both  nations  (hall  be  treated  upon  the  footing  of  thofe  of  the 
jnoft  favoured  nations. 

Concluded  and  figned  at  Paris,  2d  FruiElidor  (Aug.  19),  of  the 
French  republic,  one — indivifible,  6  (1798)- 

(Signed)  Ch.  M.  Talleyranp. 

P.  J.  Zeltner. 
H.  A.  Jenner. 


Subflanci 
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Sithfianct  ff  the  Treaty  of  Alliance  between  tht  French  and  Ctfatpim 

Republics^  concluded  in  July  1798. 

Art.  I.TpHE  French  republic  acknowledges  the  Cifalpinc  re- 
^     public  to  be  a  free  and  independent  Rate,  and  gua- 
laniees  to  it  its  liberty,  its  independence,  and   the  abolition  of 
€?try  government  anterior  to  that  which  exifts  at  prefenr. 

iL  Xhere  (hall  exift  for  ever,  between  the  two  republics^ 
peace,  amity,  and  good- will. 

III.  The  Cifalpine  republic  engages  to  take  part  in  every 
war  in  which  the  French  republic  may  be  involved,  when  a  re- 
quifition  for  that  purpofe  (hall  be  made  by  the  Exequtive  Direc- 
tory of  the  French  republic.  She  binds  herfelf,  immediately  on 
receiving  this  requifition,  to  raife  all  her  forces,  and  to  put  all 
her  means  of  war  in  adivity.  By  the  notification  of  this  requi- 
fidon,  flie  will  be  put  in  a  ftatc  of  war  with  every  powef 
againft  whom  the  rcquidtion  is  made ;  and  whilft  fuch  notifica* 
lion  (hall  not  have  been  given,  (he  will  continue  in  a  ilate  of 
seutrality. 

IV.  The  Cifalpine  republic  having  demanded  from  the  French 
republic  an  armed  force  fufficient  to  proted  her  liberty,  her  inde- 
pendence, and  her  internal  tranquillity,  as  well  as  to  preferve 
her  from  every  aggreflion  on  the  part  of  her  neighbours,  the  two 
republics  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

V.  Until  it  ihall  be  otherwife  agreed,  there  (hall  remain  in 
the  Cifalpine  republic  a  body  of  French  troops,  to  the  number 
of  25,000  men,  including  the  ftaflf  and  admin iflrat ions.  This 
corps  fhall  be  compofed  of  22,000  infantry,  2500  cavalry,  and 
500  horfe  and  foot  artillery. 

VI.  The  Cifalpine  republic  fhall  annually  furnifh  to  the 
French  republic,  for  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  thefe  troops,  the 
fum  of  ten  millions,  which  (hall  be  paid  into  the  military  ched 
by  twelve  equal  monthly  payments ;  and  in  the  event  of  war, 
ihe  (hall  fupply  the  necelTary  additional  expenfes  ;  (he  (hall  pro- 
vide barracks  and  lodgings  for  the  faid  troops  in  a  (i ate  of 
health  or  ficknefs;  in  confideration  of  which  the  French  re- 
public engages  to  pay,  equip,  clothe,  and  fubfift  them  in  health 
or  in  (jcknefs. 

VII.  The  French  government  may  withdraw  an  J  replace  any 
part  of  thefe  troops  at  their  pleafure. 

VIII.  Thefe  troops,  as  well  as  the  troops  of  the  Cifalpine 
republic,  (hall  always  be  under  the  command  of  French  ge- 
nerals. 

IX.  One  half  at  leaft  of  the  garrifons  of  Mantua,  Pefchiera, 
and  Fcrrara,  (hall  always  confift-of  French  troops. 

X.  The  Cifalpine  republic  (hall  keep  the  artillery  of  thefe 
three  places  in  the  be(i  condition,  with  complete  provifions  for  a 
year. 

b  %  XI.  >NVtti 


(  »»  ) 

XI.  When  there  are  French  and  Cifalpine  troops  in  the  fame 
fort,  (lation,  or  cantonment,  the  rank  of  the  officers  being 
equal,  they  ihall  be  comnianded  by  a  French  officer  ;  but  if  the 
rank  is  unequal,  by  the  fuperior  officer,  whether  French  or 
Cifalpine, 

XII.  The  French  republic  (hall  give  up  to  the  Cifalpine  re- 
public, on  the  terms  agreed  on  between  Citizen  Buonaparte  and 
the  Executive  Direftory  of  the  Cifalpine  republic,  as  much  of 
the  artillery  taken  from  the  enemy  as  the  Cifalpine  republic  (hall 
require. 

XI I L  The  fort  which  has  been  planned  out  at  the  rock 
D'Amfo  by  the  French  engineers,  under  the  orders  of  Citizen  Buo- 
naparte, to  command  the  valley  of  Sabia,  (hall  be  conftrufted  with- 
out delay.  The  works  ncceffary  to  complete  the  forts  of  Pef- 
chiera  and  Mkntua  (hall  alfobe  carried  on  without  delay,  as  well 
as  the  fortification  of  the  heights  of  Valleggio,  and  the  little 
fort  of  Coetto,  according  to  the  plans  approved  by  Citizen 
Buonaparte:  the  whole  to  be  performed  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
Cifalpine  republic. 

XIV.  The  Cifalpine  republic  (hall  organize  an  armed  force 
compofed  of  Italian  and  auxiliary  troops,  the  number  of  which, 
horfe  and  foot,  (hall  be  regulated  by  a  feparate  convention.  She 
fhall  always  keep  in  readinefs  120  field-pieces,  upwards  of  60 
pohtoons,  and  a  flotilla  on  the  lake  of  Garda. 

XV,  The  Cifalpine  republic  (hall  not  fuffer  any  French  emi- 
grant to  refide  within  her  territory.  Every  French  emigrant 
found  on  the  territory  of  the  Cifalpine  republic  fhall  be  arretted, 
in  order  to  his  being  tranfported  to  the  place  which  the  Execu- 
tive Diredlory  of  the  French  republic  (hall  point  out.  Every 
Cifalpine  emigrant  found  on  the  territory  of  the  French  republic 
ihall  be  likewife  arrefled,  and  placed  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Cif- 
alpine republic* 


Subjiance  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  the  French  and  Cifalpine 

Republics i  concluded  in  July  !'}()%. 

Art.  ^[.'^EITHER.  of  the  two  republics,    French  and   Cifal- 
■*-^   pine,    (hall    ever   prohibit  the   importation    or    the 
cpnfumpiion  of  any  merchandife  of  the  growth  or  manufadure 
of  the  other  republic,  its  ally. 

II.  Neither  of  the  two  republics  fhall  prohibit  the  export- 
ation of  any  of  its  produflions  or  manufadures  to  the  other 
republic,  its  ally,  except  grain  or  flour,  which  may  be  occafion* 
^lly  difcontinued  ;' but  only  in  cafes  of  fcarcity,  and  when  the 
f^ipe  prohibition  (hall  be  e^^t^nded  to  ^v^ty  other  nation. 


(    *^ii    ) 

III.  In  cafe  cither  of  the  two  republics  flia]]  judge  it  proper 

to  vmpofe  a   duty  upon  any  produdlion  or  merchandife  of  the 

^owth  or  the  manufaclure  of  its  ally^  fuch  duty  ihall  not  exceed 

fix  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  i 

IV.  Until  a  general  peace,  all  duties  (hall  be  reduced  one 
half,  when  productions  or  merchandife  of  the  growth  or  ma- 
nufaflurc  of  both  republics  (hall  be  tranfported  in  the  waggons 
or  (hips  of  either — ihefe  commodities,  if  in  waggons,  are  to  be 
concluded  by  citizens  of  one  or  other  of  the  faid  republics ;  or 
if  in  ve(reb,  by  a  crew,  three-fourths  of  which  (hall  be  citizens 
of  the  one  or  the  other  republic. 

y.  At  the  period  of  a  general  peace,  the  advantage  ftipa- 
lated  by  the  preceding  article  (hall  ceafe,  with  regard  to  pro* 
dudions  or  merchandife  imj^orted  in  velfels ;  but  the  produc* 
tions  or  merchandife  of  the  growth  or  manufa£lure  of  France, 
ihall  not  be  imported  into  the  ports  of  the  Cifalpine  repub- 
lic, but  in  French  or  Cifalpine  veflels,  wholly  to  the  exclu- 
(ion  of  the  ve(rels  of  every  other  nation,  under  pain  of  con- 
fifcation  of  (hip  and  cargo,  and  3000  livres  of  fine,  to  be  le- 
vied upon  the  proprietors,  configners,  and  agents  of  the  vefTel 
or  cargo,  or  upon  the  captain  or  mate. 

VI.  The  valuation  which  fhall  fervc  as  the  bafis  for  regu- 
lating the  duties  on  importation  (hall  be  proved  by  the  invoices 
or  written  declarations  which  may  accompany  the  goods.  In 
cafe  the  comptrollers  of  the  cuftoms  (hall  fufpeft  the  invoices  ot 
declarations  to  be  forged,  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  them  to  detain 
x\\^  merchandife,  paying  for  it  at  the  rate  of  the  invoice  or  de- 
claration, with  an  addition  of  25  per  cent. 

VII.  Each  veflTel  or  waggon  (hall  be  furnifhed  with  a  declara- 
tion  made  before  the  conful,  or,  if  there  be  no  conful,  before 
the  municipal  officer  of  the  place  where  it  (hall  have  been  loaded* 
This  declaration  (hall  mention  th6  country  in  which  the  faid 
merchandife  was  produced  or  manufactured. 

VIII.  Both  republics  Ihall  employ  all  their  good  offices  and 
influence,  in  order  to  obtain  from  intermediate  ftates  the  de- 
Crable  facilities  for  the  tranfit  of  their  refpeflive  commerce, 
either  by  an  exemption  of  the  duties  it  may  be  liable  to  in 
paiHrig  through  thefe  ftatcs,  or  by  the  reffitution  at  leaving 
them  of  what  was  paid  upon  the  entry. 

IX.  There  (hall  be  eftablilhed  relays  of  poff-horfes  and 
offices  for  letters  on  the  road  from  Milan  to  Paris :  this  road 
fiiall  be  direfted  through  the  Valois  and  the  Pays  de  Vaud, 
and  (hall  alfo  pafs  through  Laufanne,  proceeding  by  the  road 
ufcd  by  the  peace  of  1748.  The  French  and  Cifalpine  repub- 
lics (hall  be  at- the  expenfc  of  thefe  eftabli(hments  on  their 
reipe^ive  territories.    They  (hall  alfo  unite  in  demanding  from 

the 


the  Helvetic  republic  the  formation  of  fimilar  eftablKhments 
on  its  territory. 

X.  The  Executive  Dire^ory  of  the  French  republic  fliall 
employ  its  good  offices  with  the  powers  of  fiarbary,  in  order 
that  the  Ci(alpine  flag  may  be  treated  with  the  fame  rcfped  by 
tbeur  corfairs  as  the  French. 


Procjama^. 


(  I  ) 


Proclamations,  Manifeftocs, 
Correfpondence,  &c. 


ExtreB  fnm  the  Regijitr  of  the  Delibe  rat  tons  of  the  Commifjion  dcU^ 
gated  by  the  French  Government  to  the  Leeward  IJlands. 

TpHE  commiflion,  confidering  that  the  ports  of  the  Windward 
•*■  Iflands,  as  well  as  Port-au-Prince,  St.  Marc,  L'Arcahaye^ 
fhe  Mole,  and  Jereniie,  given  up  to  the  Englifh,  occupied  and 
defended  by  the  emigrants,  are  in  a  Aate  of  permanent  fiege,  and 
ought  not  to  enjoy  the  fame  advantages  as  the  ports  ot  the  different 
Engliih  colonies,  potlefled  by  that  power  before  the  war,  and  from 
ether  titles ; 

Confideiing  that  is  againft  all  principle  to  tre^t  a  horde  of  rebels, 
i»tthout  country,  without  g(,vernment,  and  without  a  flag,  with 
the  fame  refpe£t  which  polifhed  nations  obferve  to  one  another 
during  war ; 

That  it  is  notorious  that  the  different  places  of  the  colony  given 
op  to  the  Englifli  no  more  belong  to  them  than  La  Vendee,  in 
which  the  Englifh  miniiler  had  in  like  manner  ftipendiary  troops, 
regiments  in  his  pay,  wearing  the  fame  uniform  as  the  troops  of 
the  king  of  England  ; 

The  revolted  cities  of  La  Vendee  were,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
colony,  garrifoned  by  emigrants ;  its  coafts  equally  protefted  by 
Englifh  vcffels,  and  that  neverthelefs  it  never  entered  into  the 
head  of  a  reafonable  man  to  think  that  it  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
merchants  of  neutral  nations,  to  fupply  thefe  brigands  with  food, 
who  were  only  occupied  in  rending  the  bofom  of  their  country  ; 

Confidering  that  in  virtue  of  the  nth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
tlliance,  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  6ih  of  February  1778,  between 
ifcc  United  States  and  France,  this  firft  power  engaged  itfelf  to 
defend  the  pofleflions  of  France  in  America  in  cafe  of  war,  and 
^kat  the  government  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  have 
ftrangcly  abtiftd  the  tolerance  of  the  French  republic,  in  turning 
to  her  detriment  the  favours  which  uere  granted  to  her,  of  enter- 
iflg^and  trading  in  all  the  ports  of  the  colony ; 

That  in  permitting  any  longer  to  neutral  veflcls  to  carry  warlike 

and  other  provifions  to  men  evidently  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  is  to 
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wift  to  prolong  civil  war,  and  the  evils  and  crimes  that  are  the 
cfFeSs  of  it : 

The  connmiffion  has  decreed,  and  do  decree,  as  follow  : 
Article  ift.  The  captains  of  veffels  of  war  and  French  prU 
vatcersare  authorized  to  capture  arid  to  donduft  into  the  ports  of 
the  republic,. all  neutral  vclTels  deftin^d  for  the  ports  of  the  Wind- 
ward and  Leeward  Iflands  of  America  given  up  to  the  Englifh,  oc- 
cupied and  defended  by  emigrants. 

ad.  The  faid  vefTels  are  declared  good  prize,  and  (hall  be  fold 
for  the  benefit  of  the  captors. 

3d.  The  arret  of  the  jth.Frimaire,  taken  conformably  to  the 
rcfolution  of  the  Executive  Diredlory  of  14th  Meflidor,  fliall  be 
put  in  force  until  it  fhall  be  oiherwifc  ordered. 

Done  at  the  Cape,  6th  Nivofe  (26th  Dec),  5th  year  of  thfe 
French  republic,   one  and  indivifible. 

Santhonax,  Prefulent. 
LtBLANC,      1    ^  .^    . 

Rf  Commiiraries. 
AIMOND,     J 

Pascal,  Secretary-General. 


Declaration  of  General  La  Fayette^  previous  to  his  Relea/e/rom 

Imprifonment, 

OlmutZf  July  26,   1797. 

'T^HE  commiflion  with  which  the  Marquis  de  Chafteller  is  en- 
trufted,  appears  to  relate  to  three  points  : 

1.  His  Imperial  Majefty  wifhes  toafcertain  the  true  ftate  of  our 
fituation  at  Olmutz. — I  am  not  difpofed  to  prefer  any  complaittt 
upon  the  fubjeft  ;  the  detailed  circumftances  refpefling  it  may  be 
found  in  the  letters  received  or  fcnt  back,  which  were  tranfmittecj 
by  my  wife  to  the  Auftrian  government ;  and  if  his  Imperial 
Majefty  is  not  fatisfied  by  reading  over  the  orders  fent  in  his  name 
from  Vienna,  I  am  willing  to  give  the  Marquis  de  Chafteller  any 
informaticm  he  may  defirc. 

2.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King  wifhes  to  be  alTured  that, 
upon  my  releafe,  I  (hall  immeiiiately  fet  out  for  America.  I  have 
frequently  fignified  this  to  have  been  my  intention.  But,  as  an 
anfwer,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  might Yeem  to  admit  the 
right  of  exading  fuch  a  condition,  I  do  not  judge  it  proper  tp 
comply  with  this  demand. 

3.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King  does  me  the  honour  to 
fignify  to  me  that  the  principles  which  I  profefs,  being  incom- 
patible with  the  fecurity  of  the  Auftrian  government,  it  is  his 
pleafure  that  I  fliould  not  re-enter  his  dominions  without  hisfpecial 
permiflion.-r-I  have  duties  from  which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  with- 
draw myfelf^  I  am  under  obligations  of  {luty  to  the  ^United  States.^ 

above 
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abore  all,  I  am  under  obligations  0|f  duty  to  FraDce  ;  and  I  can 
cootrad  no  engagements  inconfiftcnt  with  thofe  rights  which  my 
cottntr5f  holds  over  me.  With  thcfe  exceptions,  1  can  afTure  the 
General  Marquis  de  Chadeller,  that  it  is  my  invariable  refolution 
ocfer  to  fet  foot  on  any  territory  fubje£t  to  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Bohemia  and  Hungary  ;  confequently  I,  the  underfigned>  en- 
gage myfelt  to  his  Majcity  the  Emperor  and  King,  never  at  any 
time  to  enter  into  any  of  hfs  hereditary  dominions,  without  h4ving 
firft  obtained  his  fpecial  permiilion,  provided  this  engagement  is 
not  underftood  to  contravene  the  right  my  country  holds  over  me. 

(Signed)  La  Fayette. 


Declaration  of  the  Jecond  State  Prfoner^  General  Lai  our  Maubourg^ 

previoufty  to  his  Releaje.    • 

GFNERAL  de  Chartellcr  has  informed  me  of  the  inclination  of 
his  Imperial  Majedy  to  fet  me  at  liberty^  and  added  to  this  inti* 
mation,  that  he  was  chaiged  to  demand  a  written  anfwer  of  me  to 
the  following  points : 

ift.  Whether  it  was  true  that  my  captivity  has  been  rendered 
worfe  by  ill  treatment,  or  whether  1  had  only  to  complain  of  thf 
inconveniences  peculiar  to  ftate  prifoners  ? 

ad.  Where  I  intended  to  go  after  my  releafe  ? 

3d.  My  aiTurance  not  to  enter  the  dominions  of  his  Imperial 
Majefty  without  his  exprefs  leave. 

Without  giving  to  the  Auftrian  government  any  right  over  my 
pcrfon,  and  without  fubmitting  to  the  right  which  it  has  arrogatc4 
to  iiftif  over  unarmed  Frenchmen,  who  had  nothing  to  do  witii 
the  provinces  fubjc£l  to  the  Emperor's  domination,  I  deem  it  in«- 
cumbent  on  me  to  declare,  and  do  declare. 

That  1  have  not  been  ill-treated,  either  by  words  or  aflions,  by 
the  perfons  who  were  charged  to  guard  me,  nor  would  I  have  fuf- 
fered  them  to  do  it  with  impunity.  Meanwhile  I  mud  add,  that 
excepting  the  captain,  who  now  has  the  infpeftion  over  the  ftate 
prifons,  mod  of  the  officers  who  were  his  predcceiTors  in  that 
fervice,  performed  it  with  peculiar  rudcnefs  and  negle^,  of  which 
it  was  the  natural  confequence,  that  the  prifoners  were  in  want  of 
wtry  thing.  Tbofe  officers,  fince  General  Splcny  paid  very  little 
attention,  totally  difregarded  our  wants  (perhaps  they  followed 
in  this  refped  the  orders  which  they  had) ;  whence  it  happened^ 
that  from  October  17949  the  epoch  of  the  arrival  of  General 
CArco,  till  the  month  of  January  1797,  when  that  fervice  was 
tnnsferred  to  Count  Machclicot,  I  was  left  utterly  deditute  of  all 
I  wanted,  and  in  general  in  fuch  a  condition  as  apparently  fur- 
priied  that  officer  on  his  arrival,  and  which  he  has  ameliorated  at 
touch  as  bis  inftjru&ions  would  permit. 

B  a  -  Vnact 


(    4    )    . 

• 

iTnacquainted  as  I  a^  with  the  code  of  the  ftate  prifonSy  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  treatment  which  I  have  borne  tor  thcfe  three 
years  pad  talhes  with  that  code ;  but  what  we  have  heard  about 
the  mode  of  treatment  in  the  juftly  abhorred  Baftille^  and  what  I 
have  read  during  my  impiifonmentin  Prullia  of  the  treatment  in 
the  French  prifons,  under  the  barbarous  domination  of  Marat  and 
Robcfpierre,  even  my  captivity  in  Prullia,  all  this  had  not  pre- 
pared me  for  thofe  rigours,  which  I  would- not  deem  pollihliey  ef«- 
pecially  under  the  fceptre  of  a  prince  whofe  humanity  and  virtue 
I  have  fo  often  heard  praifed,  had  1  not  had  fo  long  and  fo  crud 
experience  of  them. 

2.  I  do  further  declare,  That  it  is  my  intention,  as  foon  as  I 
fliall  have  my  liberty,  to  go  to  Hamburgh,  and  to  remain  there 
till  the  news  which  I  expcft  from  my  family  fhall  have  enabled 
tne  to  take  a  farther  refolution,  and  till  my  impaired  health  at  lead 
be  fo  far  recovered,  that  I  can  put  it  into  exe^^iiiion. 

3.  With  pkafure  I  renew  here  the  promife  which  I  have  fo 
often  made  to  myfelf,  never  to  travel  in  the  heredicary  dominions 
of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  Hill  lefs  to  feitle  in  them.  But  as  a 
thoufand  circumflances  ijiay  difconcert  the  plan  I  have  previoufly 
taken  to  go  to  North  America,  and  to  leave  room  for  no  pretext 
to  treat  me  a  fecond  time  as  a  flate  prifoner,  for  having  lulhlted 
my  duties  to  my  country,  I  deem  it  neceflary  to  make  an  exception 
in  this  promife.  I  therefore  except  formally  the  cafe,  little  pro- 
bable at  the  bottom,  where  the  fervice  of  my  country,  which  I 
was  forced  to  quit,  and  which  will  ever  be  dear  to  me,  or  the  fer- 
vice of  the  ftate  where  I  might  in  future  fix  my  abode,  and  which 
thou  Id  have  received  me,  fhould  impofe  on  me  the  imperious  law 
to  pay  no  regard  to  that  promife. 

''Vlmaiz,  Juiy2^thj  1797.  Latour  Maubourg. 


Di^laratioK  of  the  third  State  Prifonery  Bureau  de  Pujeyy  previoufly 
-"  U  his  Releafe. 

GENERAL  the  Marquis  de  Challeler  has  fummoned  me,  in 
the  name  of  his  MajeOy  the  Emperor  and  King  of  Bohemia  and 
Hungary,  to  expofe  the  complaints  which  I  might  have  to  make, 
ais  well  againd  the  individuals  appointed  to  guard  oie,  as  of  the  ri-  ' 
gours  of  my  captivity,  with  exception  of  the  nicafure  which  the 
duty  of  fecuring  tny  perfon  renders  neceflary.  I  anfwer  to  this. 
Is  I'  do  not  know  the  meafure  of  the  regulations  of  fecurity 
and  rigour  whivh  the  Court  of  Vienna  thinks  neceflary  to  keep 
in  fafe  cuflody  its  (late  prifoncrs,  I  cannot  anfwer  the  quefliori 
aflced  me  otherwifc  than  by  a  faithful  narrative  of  the  hard  treat- 
ment which  has  fallen  to  my  lot  ever  fmce  I  have  been  here. 
•  1  declare,  therefore,  thajt  from  the  iSihof  May  I794i  to  thif 
Piefeiit  day,  I  have  not  been  permitted^  for  a  fingle  moment,  to 
I   ^'-         .  :  .      •        i  ,  quit 


qdt  the  room  in  Mrhich  I  was  (hut  up  on  tny  arrival ;  that  I  vnM 
eonfequently  deprived  of  every  other  motion  hut  that  which  I 
CDuld  make  in  that  room ;  that  1  could  breathe  no  other  freSi 
»  but  what  entered  by  the  windows,  doubly  barred  with  iron  | 
a  air  frequently  fo  infeflious  and  unwholefome,  that  the  evil  ex« 
coded  by  far  the  benefit  of  the  enjoyment.  I  do  further  declare^ 
that  out  of  the  fmall  number  of  books  which  I  brought  with  me» 
about  twelve  were  taken  from  me»  under  the  pretence  oi  being  fu(- 
pcious^  the  fame  happened  with  as  many  maps,  which  chiefly 
reprefcnted  America  ;  farther,  with  all  the  letters  from  my  family^ 
which  I  had  received  in  Pruflia  by  the  channel  of  the  governmeut 
of  that  country,  till  now  not  a  fmgle  one  of  thefe  articles  has  been, 
renjrncd  to  me.  I  declare,  that  during  the  firfl  fourteen  weeks  of 
my  imprifonmcnt  at  Olmutz,  I  was  not  allowed  to  receive  intelli-. 
pncc  from  any  of  my  relations,  who  were  then  all  under  the  axe 
of  the  Jaccibins  in  France,  and  were  obliged  the  more  to  tremble 
if  thty  had  the  misfortune  to  belong  to  me ;  I  was  not  even  allowed* 
to  fend  them  a  proof  of  my  (till  being  in  exidence. 

1  declare,  that  a  fervant  who  had  been  propofed  to  me,  without 
my  wiihing  for  him,  at  my  departure  from  Luxemburg  to  Wefel^ 
and  who  oi  courfe  accompanied  me,  was  feparated  from  me  on 
By  afrival  at  Olmutz  ;  that  fix  weeks  after  1  only  could  fiee  hitn 
for  a  few  moments,  afterwards  only  every  fortnight,  each  time 
for  about  an  hour,  then  twice  a  week  ;  at  lafl,  during  the  laft 
twenty- one  months,  he  was  allowed  to  pafs  three  hours  every  day 
in  attending  on  my  perfon. 

I  declare  that  I  have  been  conftantly  refufed  the  ufe  of  paper, 
pen  and  ink,  pencils,  compaiU;s,  and  other,  inftrumenis  of  ihatf 
kind;  nay,  and  whole  months,  from  the  end  of  November  1794* 
to  the  end  of  July  1795,  a  fmall  flate  was  taken  from  me,  which 
I  ufed  for  calculations,  and  in  my  mathematical  ftudiies. 

I  declare,  that  I  have  been  conftantly  deprived  of  all  fmall  ar«* 
tides  of  furniture,  even  of  thofe  moft  indifpenfable  with  regard  to^ 
our  common  daily  wants,  fuch  as  watch,  fciflfars,  knife,  fork,  and- 
razor.     Farther,  that  with  regard  to  my  wearing  apparel,  1  wa» 
for  feveral  months  in  the  moft  horrid  ftate.     To  fpeak  the  truth,  I 
alked  for  none  ;  not  that  I  fufpefled  the  government  would  refufe 
mc  what  was  moft  neceftary  in  that  refpefl  ;  but  in  the  firft  place, 
becaufe  n>y  drefs  fpoke  for  itfeif ;  and  2dly,  becaufe  I  preferred- 
this  privation,  to  the  humiliating  difcuffion  on  which  I  (h^uld 
have  been  obliged  to  enter  on  that  account.     I  only  once  toucfhed' 
nightly  on  this  fubjeft,  with  regard  to  Majol:  Chermack,   an  of- 
ficer to  whofc  care  the  prifoners  were  then  entrufted,  a  man  of  a 
iavage  and  brutal  charadler,  and  incapable  of  conceiving  the  moft 
common  duties  towards  prifoners,  before  whom  men  of  that  fort 
think  they  ought  to  (how  themfelves  the  prouder  the  more  unfor- 
tunate the  former  are*    I  farther  declare,  that,  excepting  the  faid 

Major 
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Major  Cliermack,  I  have  no  complaint  to  make  againft  any  of  the 
officers  who  were  by  turns  on  duty  with  me,  and  it  \s  with  plca- 
fiire  I  feize  this  opportunity  to  return  thanks  to  Count  Mack 
Ellioty  who  is  now  charged  with  the  police  of  the  flate  prifons,  for 
the  polite  and  humane  condu(^  which  he  h^s  continually  obferved 
towards  me. 

The  Marquis  de  Chafteller  having  alfo  informed  mc,  that  the 
end  of  my  imprifonment  depended  alfo  upon  taking  on  myfclf  the 
obligation  not  to  return  to  the  dominions  of  his  Majcfty  the  Em» 
peror,  without  his  leave ;  I  hereby  declare,  that  I  joyfully  bind 
myfelf  never  to  enter  the  dominions  of  his  Imperial  Royal  Majefty 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  without  having  obtained  his  permiffion; 
nay,  even  never  crave  that  permiffion ;  excepting  however  the  cafe 
of  military  fervice,  on  the  fuppofition  of  a  war  between  his  Im- 
perial Majefly,  and  the  power  that  will  grant  me  an  afylum ;  as 
no  motive  can  or  (hall  force  me  to  fubjeft  myfelf  to  the  difgraceful 
terms  of  a  promifc,  which  might  prevent  me  from  fulfilling  the 
firft  duty  as  a  citizen,  to  the  ftale  that  fhall  grant  me  refuge. 

Olmu/z,  July  25,  1797.  Bureau  de  Pus£Y» 


« 


Letter  from  La  Fayette  ^  Latoiir  Mauhourg^  and  Bureau  de  Pufey^  /# 

General  Buonaparte. 

,    Citizen  General,  115  Vendemiaire  [0^.  6),  Year  6. 

'TPHE  prifoners  of  Olmutz,  happy  in  being  indebted  for  their 
deliverance  to  the  benevolence  of  their  country  and  to  your  in- 
vincible arms,  had  enjoyed,  in  their  captivity,  the  idea,  that  their 
liberty  and  their  life  were  attached  to  the  triumphs  of  the  republic, 
and  to  your  perfonal  glory.  At  prefent  they  rejoice  to  render  ho- 
mage to  their  deliverer.  It  would  have  been  highly  gratifying  to 
us  to  have  offered  you  in  perfon  the  expreffion  of  thefe  fcntiments, 
and. to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  taking  a  near  view  of  the  the- 
atre of  fo  many  vi£lories,  the  army  which  gained  them,  and  the 
hero  who  has  added  our  refurre£iion  to  the  number  of  hjs  miracles ; 
but  you  know  that  the  journey  to  Hamburgh  was  npt  left  to  our. 
choice.  It  is  from  the  place  where  we  bi^  the  laft  adieu  to  our 
gaolers  that  we  addrcfs  our  thanks  to  their  conqueror.  In  the  fo. 
litary  retreat,  on  the  Danilh  territory  of  Holftein,  where  we  are 
going  to  endeavour  to  eftablifh  that  health  which  you  haye  faved, 
Ve  will  join  to  the  wifhes  infpircd  by  our  patriotifm  for  the  re- 
public, the  mod  lively  fenfe  of  interell  for  the  illullrious  general, 
to  whom  we  are  more  attached  on  account  of  the  fervices  which  he. 
has  rendered  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  to  our  country,  than  of  tHc. 
perfonal  obligations  that  we  are  pr6ud  to  owe  him,  and  which  the 
mod  lively  gratitude  has  engraved  on  our  hearts  in  characters  the 
mod  indelible* 

Hea\th  and  refpefl  f 

Injiru^ion, 
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»  '  ' 

hfiruifion  addnjfed  by  General  Bitonaparte  to  the  Commtjfaire  Of^ 
kmateur  in  Chief  of  the  Army  nf  Italy  ^  dated  the  \\thof  Auguft. 

1.  A  S  the  Cifalpine  republic  pays  to  the  army  of  the  French  re- 
^  public  one  million  per  month,  all  parts  of  the  territory  of 
tint  republic  are  confequently  exempted  from  every  kind  of  requi- 
jtion. 

2.  The  a£lual  limits  of  that  republic  are,  id.  the  countriet 
fittiated  between  the  Tefie  and  the  Oglio;  ad.  all  the  territory  that 
fonnerly  compofed  the  Modenefe,  Bolognefc,  and  Ferrarefe. 

3.  When  the  troops  of  the  Cifalpine  republic  ihall  be  Rationed 
oni  its  own  territory,  they  (hall  be  furnifhed  from  the  magazines  of 
that  republic. 

4.  When  the  troops  of  the  Cifalpine  republic  (hall  be  with  the 
French  army,  or  any  other  territory  than  that  of  the  republic,  they 
fluU  be  furnilhed  from  the  magazine  of  the  French. 

; 

/ 
Pnclamation  publifhed  at  Venice  on  the  16th  Auguji  f2g  Thermidor) 

1797- 

'THE  general  in  chief  of  the  army  of  Italy  wi(h!ng  to  give,  in 
the  name  of  the  French  republic,  a  proof  of  its  efteem  and 
ffiend(hip  for  the  Sublime  Porte,  orders,  ift.  The  generals' com-* 
manding  the  different  places  of  commerce  occupied  by  the  French 
in  Italy,  ihall  afford  fpecial  prote£lion  to  Ottoman  fubjeAsj^  , 
Greeks,  and  particularly  to  Albanians,  ad.  The  Ottonjan  fub- 
]<&%  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  hirfe  lodgings  where  they  think  properj^ 
without  being  obliged  to  live  all  in  the  fame  houfc,  and  be  at  home 
at  an  appointed  hour,  3d.  The  French  (hips  in  the  Adriatic  fea, 
(halt  afford  protection  and  fuccour  to  vciTeis  bearing  the  Ottomaa 
flag,  and  particularly  to  Greeks  and  Albanians. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 


Uberty^  Equality, — In  the  Name  of  the  Cifalpine  Republic^  One  and 

Indiviftble, 

Tefti,  Minijler  for  Foreign  Affairs y  to  the  Prejident  of  the  Batavim 

National  Convention, 

Milany  the  22d  Thermidor  f\gth  Jug.Jy  the 
Fifth  year  of  the  French  Republic. 

'T^HE  bellowing  of  freedom  on  the  Cifalpine  nation  has  crowned 
the  long  feries  of  viftories  of  the  French  republic.     This 

fair  country  is  at  length  delivered  from  our  and  your  enemies ; 

the  time  is  arrived  when  the  political  confequencc  of  Italy  (hall  be 

itftoredand  confirmed.  The  wilh  of  the  Cifalpine  people  for  their 
^  itide* 


(  «  ) 

independence,  and  the  exertion  of  their  rights^  cannot  he  moit^ 
ardent  or  more  ftrongly  expreffed.     Their  motto  of  union  h  the 
fame  vrith  that  of  your  nation — Liberty:  a  Republic!    What  a  for- 
tunate omen  tor  the  fulfilment  of  a  wifh  fo  dear  to  our  hearts!  It 
is  dpMbtlefs  the  iuty  of  the  Cifalpine  government,  on  its  firft  be*   ' 
ginningt  to  make  known  to  the  brave  Batavian  nation,  the  cqiqp^ 
mencement  of  a  period  which  muft  ever  be  recorded  in  the  annals 
ef  hiftory ;  to  that  nation,  which,  from  the  limilarity  of  its  (ittui« 
tion,  has  the  fame  enemies  to  oppofe  and  conquer.     The  inuUtai   < 
interefls  of  the  two  republics  cannot  but  unite  them,  and  induoi 
them  mutually  to  fupport  each  other.    The  Cifalpine  people,  ren- 
dered free  by  the  power  and  generous  fupport  of  the  French  re*' 
public,  our  ally  and  friend,  has  opened  new  channels  for  the  ren 
cipttxral  trade  and  adivity  of  the  three  nations,  and  will  (hortif 
become  the  firmefl  bulwark  of  general  freedom  and  happineG^ 
Let  us  haften,  therefore,  to  connect  ourfelves  together  by  tho. 
bands  of  the  (Irided  friendfhip  ;  bands  which  mud  be  indiflfoluble 
between  two  nations,  which  fo  cordially  love  and  efteem  each 
other.     It  is  impoflible  that  a  nation  which  has  once  tafted  the 
fweets  of  liberty,  fhould  willingly  put  on  again  the  chains  of 
flavery.     The  uniformity  of  our  fentiments,  our^  confidence  in 
^ch  other,  and  our  ardent  wifli  for  the  general  happinefs,  are  re- 
ciprocal bands  by  which  we  are  connefled.     The  fame  fentiments 
are  a  pledge  of  the  heartfelt  fatisfadlion  I  perfonally  feel  on  this 
occaiion,  and  the  delight  I  feel  in  the  fulfilment  of  my  duty,  in 
to^[)munica^ng  to  you  the  joyful  intelligence,  that  the  independ* 
cnce  of  the  Cifalpine  republic  is  acknowledged,  and  that  the  Di- 
tedory  began  to  enter  on  its  funftions  on  the   nth' of  Meflidor. 
The  members  of  it  are  the  Citizens  Giovanni,  Galeazze  Serbelloni^ 
Pietro  Mofbati,  Giovanni  Paridjfi,  Marco  AlafTandri,  and  Gio- 
vanni Conftabili  Coniadini.     Receive  then,  with  the  fame  fenti*  , 
ments  with  which  it  is  tranfmitted,  this  firft  proof  of  friendfhip 
and  alliance  which  the  Direftory,  through  me,  confiders  as  a  duty 
and  a  pleafure  to  communicate  on  the  part  of  the  Cifalpine  people. 
The  fentiments  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  exprefs,  I  feel  \ 
^ith  the  warmtft  fraternal  efteem.     Permit  me  to  add  the  fincere 
wifli  of  my  nation  for  your  individual  happinefs  and  welfare  ;  and 
19  affure  you  of  the  efteem  which  I  fh^ll  ever  feel  towards  you. 

Healtl\  and  fraternity ! 
(Signed)  Charles  Testi, 

The  miniftcr  for  foreign  affairs. 


Extras 
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Etlnff  of  a  Litter  from  QtVan  UotU  Mmijiir  Ptemp§tintUry  rf 
the  French  Republic  to  the  Batavian  Republic^  addnffed  to  the 
Wnftir  General  of  Police^  and  dated  Hague f  SeptemSer  2. 

T  LEARNT  a  very  fingular  thing  from  Marflial  Broglio,  txA 
'which  was  confinned  to  me  afterwards,  at  Brunfwick,  bf 
ihiretweiitydiffisrentperroiisofcredibilityy  viz.  that  LouisXVIIL 
bd  feat  to  Gotha  for  his  field  equipage,  and  that  every  exertion 
was  making  to  prepare  it.  The  Maribal  thinks  that  the  King's 
kopcs  were  never  better  founded.  He  believes  that  he  will  be  le^ 
called. — ^You  have  no  idea  of  the  language  of  the  emigrants  aC 
Smofwick.  There  are  fo  many,  that  I  am  fure  Louis  XVIII* 
carries  on  a  correfpondence  in  France,  and  that  it  is  neceflary  t^ 
walch  carefully. 

AugMft  28. — I  ought  to  tell  you,  that  the  intrigues  I  fee  car* 
rjiDg  on  here  give  me  much  uneaPmefs;  there  is  not  fufficient  at* 
teotioD  paid  to  them.  "  Many  people  are  led  to  believe  that  Louis 
XV71I.  has  a  ftrong  party  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  and 
dot  he  will  fpeedily  be  recalled  through  their  means.  The  major 
of  Mirabeau*s  corps,  M.  Jugiiier,  concerning  whom  I  fpoke  to 
jfott  about  four  months  ago,  and  of  whom  I  alfo  gave  notice  to  Cail- 
laid,  has  at  length  obtained  paflports.  I  believe  they  came  from 
tile  manufadory  of  the  Count  de  Harconit  and  Colonel  Donn* 
at  Bremen,  upon  which  I  gave  you  a  note.  He  is  at  PariSf  and 
has  written  fevcral  letters  to  Mad.  de  Nadaillac  here,  and  alfo  to 
theCoimt  d'Efcars  and  St.  Maixant,  in  which  he  draws  a  pi£lure 
of  Paris,  of  the  Diredory,  and  of  the  Councils,  which  contri- 
buces  very  much  to  elevate  the  hopes  of  the  emigrants  and  of  the 
pricAsb  Nadaitiac  fent  the  letters  to  Madame  Reitze,  and  they 
were  read  to  the  King ;  they  were  fliown  to  me,  and  the  Abbe 

dc exhibits  them  like  relics. — This  has  a  great  cffefl  upon 

thecountcr-rcvolutionifls,  except  Haiigwitz,  whoonly  flirugshis- 
flioulders  at  them.  The  Prince  of  Hefle  Cartel,  to  whom  a 
copy  was  fliown  at  Pyrmont,  faid,  that  it  was  written  by  fome 
nfcally  emigrant,  who  defcrved  the  baOinado.  It  would  be  well 
if  the  police  at  Paris  would  watch  thefe  gentlemen  who  arrive  a 
little  moxe  clofely.  They  are  paid  by  the  Englifli  to  go  and  in-. 
trigue  at  Paris.  I  know  that  Madame  Ncibeth  is  gone  into 
SAJczeiland  to  feek  for  pcrfons  to  fend  into  Paris.  She  afked  mc 
for  addrefles  and  defcriptions  for  that  purpofe  at  Pyrmont.  By 
the  way  in  which  (he  proceeds,  there  is  money  to  be  made  with 
btr.  Since  the  miniHers  Caillard  and -d'Anadice  have  heard  of 
the  peace  %vith  Portugal,  Anadice  predidb  that  the  firft  courier 
Mill  oring  an  account  of  a  peace  with  England;  but  from  what 
Ihcar  from  the  Bilhop  of  Dcrry,  Mrs.  Nefbeth,  Lord  ElgiL, 
and  others,  I  entertain  no  fuch  hopes:  I  am  convinced  that  the' 

Vol.  VII.  •  C  negotia- 
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negotiation  is  only  a  farce.  Upon  that  fubje£l  I  have  fomc 
proofs,  which  I  (hould  have  wiflied  to  communicate  verbally  to 
you,  if  they  would  have  fuffcred  me  to  come, 

TheEnglifli  do  not  want  an  immediate  peace;  they  look  with 
too  much  certainty  for  >.he  fpeedy  uiflToIutioa  of  the  French  go*  ^ 
vernmentj  and  are  making  great  facrifices  for  that  objcd.  ' 


Manifefto  of  the  Governor  of  Turin,  Sept.  20,  1798. 

TJIS  Majefty,  defi ring  nothing  fo  much  as  the  maintenance  of  ' 
^^  public  peace  and  tranquillity,  has  taken  all  the  meafures  and 
precautions  judged  expedient  for  that  purpofe,  and  has  charged 
us,  at  the  fame  time,  to  announce,  by  a  manifefto,  to  all  the  ' 
inhabitants  of  this  capital,  its  fuburbs   apd  territory,  that  they 
muft  pofitively  abftain  from  all  provocation  or  infult  whatever, 
which  might  tend  to  difturb  the  public  tranquillity  ;  to  invite  all'  " 
good  and  faithful  citizens  Hot  to  frequent  any  of  thofe  places 
where  they  rhight  be  expofed  to  the  like ;  and  particularly,  not  * 
to  give  ear  to  the  reports  which  evil-defigning  men,  fome  of  whom 
abufe  the  national  cockade,  propagate,  for  the  purpofe  of  alarm- 
ing the  public  mind.     His  Majefty  expefts  alfo  from  the  loyalty 
of  the  French   government,  that  it  will  contribute  to  maintain 
and  confirm,  more  and  more,  the  good  harmony  which  ought  to 
fubfift  between  the  two  allied  governments. 


Admiral  Morard  de  Galles  to  the  Citizens  compojing  the  naval  Armj. 

Brejly  26  FruSlidor  (September  I2,    1797)» 

IN  tranfmitting  to  you,  upon  the  24th,  the  proclamation  of 
the  Executive  Diredory  to  the  citizens  of  Paris,  and,  the 
following  day,  that  to  all  France,  I  ihfpired  your  republicau 
hearts  with  joy  on  the  aflurance  that  liberty  had  triumphed 
over  the  fatclliies  of  royalty,  who  had  flattered  themfelves 
^ith  the  hopes  of  reftoring  your  chains.  Now,  citizens,  I 
tike  the  carlieft  opportunity  to  acquaint  you  with  the  details 
which  have  officially  been  tranfmitted  to  me  relative  to  this 
great  event,  which  will  reftore  the  republic  to  all  its  fplen- 
dour,  and  give  to  its  children  peace  and  happinefs.  Thefe  details 
•will  inform  you,  that  if  hitherto  the  paternal  folicitude  of 
the  government  has  vainly  exerted  itfelf  to  meliorate  youi: 
fituation ;  if,  in  fpite  of  its  inceflant  application  to  the  legid 
laiive  body  to  obtain  funds  ncceflary  for  the  payment  of  your 
falaries  and  the  comfort  of  your  families,  you  rcmaincia. 
n;iked  and  d^ftitute,  it  was  becaufe  the  royalift  confpirators  who 
1  fat 


(  «»  ) 

btin  the  Icgillaiive  body  had  labotired  indiinriotilly  to  dry  op  the 
fources  of  the  public  treafury,  in  order  to  difcourag^  the  r#pub-» 
lion  ariuies  by  the  excefs  of  their  Tufkring;^  and  to  render  the 
R|mblic  odinqs.  Now,  citizens,  thefc  wretches  are  under  the 
imiging  f  vrord  of  the  laws  which  they  have  outraged.  They  are 
iG&bled  from  confummating  their  horrible  confpiracies;  and  the 
firft  exertions  of  the  government,  after  having  difconcerted  their 
defigns,  have  been  direded  to  the  land  and  naval  force.  Already 
meafures  have  been  taken  by  it  for  the  payment  of  yoor  arreidry 
and  the  improyeniept  of  your  fitimtion.  Be  calm  and  firm  at 
jour  poftsj  as  your  brethren  of  the  immortal  armies  have  been  da 
tUe  news  of  this  memorable  event ;  and  be  aflbred  that  your  chiefs, 
always  ecniilous  to  give  you  the  example  of  patriotimi  and  devo- 
tioQ  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  will  not  lofe  fight  of  the  fuccefs  of 
the  republicans,  in  order  to  make  you  participate  with  the  whole 
nation  in  the  advantages  which  this  triumph  over  our  enemies 
irill  procure. 

(Signed)        Morand  di  Galles^ 


1 


Udrefs  t9  General  Augereau^  Comnumder  in  ChW  of  the  Armies  ef 
the  Sombre  and  the  Meuje^  and  Rhine  and  MoJeJIe,  to  the  Trei^M 
confefing  thofe  Armies* 

Fellow-SoUiers, 

F  Death  were  to  choofe  her  own  vidims,  guilt  alone  would  be 
baoiflied  from  the  world  ;  but  he  ftrikes  without  diftin£lion  ai^ 
Achilles  and  aTherfiies,  a  hero  and  the  chiM  of  vice  and  of  efiemi-> 
oacy.  His  fey  the  cuts  down  indifferently  every  thing  that  prefents 
irfelf  to  his  blow.  Vice  and  virtue,  it  is  all  one.  Cato,  unable 
to  furvive  the  liberty  of  his  country,  tore  out  his  own  bowels, 
and  oil  his  fmoking  corpfe,  Caefar  reared  a  throne.  Hoche  died 
in  the  flower  of  his  age,  and  in  the  heigKt  of  his  glory,  aiid 
Pichegru  outlived  his  crimes.  Such  are  the  decrees  of  blind 
deftinv.  Soldiers,  drop  a  tear  on  the  bier  of  the  hero,  and  let' a 
cry  of  indignation  anathematife  the  traitor!  j^ong  deceived,  often 
n^leded,  fonfietimes  betrayed,  what  force  of  arm,  what  fenti- 
tnent  of  glory,  what  robuft  patriotifm  and  courteous  condancy, 
did  you  not  require  to  reiift  at  once  confpiracies,  fufferings,  in- 
ternal difgoft,  and  the  efforts  of  Au(l^i^  from  without }  Doubtlefs, 
it  is  when,  with  pure  intentions  and  tried  republicatiifm,  a  chief 
is  appointed  to  the  command  of  men  like  you,  that  viAory  is 
rendered  fubjcft  to  h|s  will.  Penetrated  with  this  truth,  my 
fellow-foldierf,  it  {s,  that  I  have  not  hefitated  to  accept  the  vaft 
charge  which  the  goytrnment  has  impofed  upon  me  in  placing  me 
at  your  bead.  I  know  the  extent  of  the  charge,  and  I  am  not 
difinayed :    i§  not  thi|   a    fuflicient  declaration  of  the  efteem 


{ 


(  »  ) 

in  which  I  hold- you  ?    Soldicrsy-  the  chiefs  of  the  royatift  con* 
fpiracy  no; longer  fic  in  the  fenate^  and  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  no 
longcf  has  auxiliaries  in  the  Luxembourg*     The  Executive  Di- 
redpry,  .long  placet!,  by  the  confpirators  in  the  cruel  impoflibility 
of  putting  a  period  to  your  fuflPering^,  is  now  feconded  by  the 
reprefenjta^ives  of  the  people  >^'ho  remained  faithful  to  the  peo- 
ple.    iTbe^eyes  of  the  government  arc  open  to  you  and  to  your 
-wants.     Its.poiyer  is  far  from  keeping  pace  with  its  paternal  in- 
tentions.  Keverthclcfs,  your  fufferings  Ihall  be  mitigated*     It  is 
in  order  to  accelerate  the  attainment  of  this  obje^  that  I  ren^in 
at  Paris.  ,  I  (hall  verv  fpe^fiily  follow  this  addrefs^  which  I  fend 
ou.     I  fliall  bring  funds  along  with  me  ;  clothing  and  fuel  (hall 
c  provided  before  the  rigour  of  winter.     Every  part  of  the.ad- 
minidratiqii  (hall  be  puriBcd,    and.reducpd  to  regularity;    and 
henceforth  nothing  but  unforefeen  events  can  interrupt,  and  that 
only  for  a  moment,  the  difcharge  of  your  pay,  and  con<jemn  you 
to  wants  which  it  (hall  be  my  ghief  care  to  abridge.     Every  rao- 
xaent  of  nry  }ife,  all  my  faculties^  my  whole  exiilence,  fellow- 
foldiers,  (hall  be  confecrated  to  your  fervicc.     Bur,  In  proportion 
as  you  otlghr  to  expeft  every  thing  from  my  devotion  to  your 
caufe,  I  am  entitled  to  require  from  you  a  difcipline,  not  trifling 
in  its  details,  nor  degrading,  but  jud,    (cvere,    inflexible,   and 
completely  republican.     Patriotifm  and  courage  are  virtues  which 
it  is  eafy  for  you  topraflife.     If,  however,  there  are  men  among 
you  to  whom  it  is  painful  to  exercife  them,  let  tfecm  quit  their 
.  ranks,  l^t  them  withdraw.     Thefe  enemies  of  .l.ibt;rty  ought  to 
•  have  no^^are  .iu:  the.glory  of  her  children.     Soldicsrs,  let  your 
bravery  catch  (ire  fi^m  the  fa<;red  love  of  youncountrj,  and  let 
^he  rife  of  your  glowiug  energy  ftrike  terror  ipto  yoUf  enemies 
.  beyond  the  Rhine,    and  infpire  with  difmay,  thofe  whorh  you 
..leave  behind  that  river.     The.  Emperor,    it  is  faid, ^  is  railing 
levies.     Poor  wretches,  torn  from  the  plough;   and  trained  by 
violence^  are  cQmiog  to  fweil  the  nuipber  of  his  fatellitos.     Vain 
precaution  i  France,  rcftorcd  to  the;  vigour  pf  republican  infti- 
tutions,  ji^  ajt  this  moment  one  entire  army.,  of  which  we  are  oitly 
the  advanced  gu^rd.     In  a  word,  if  our  enemies  remain  ob(t4- 
nate;  4fy^  rcje^^jng  the  pacific  oflers  of  our  government  they  (till 
wifli  for  bIood>  /why  then  let  them  bo  fatisHed.     They  are  only  (o 
cxtcnfive  in  ^heir  demands,  becaufe  we  were  fi>  g&nerous,  and  iet 
it  <me  day  bi  ajhed^  if  the  people  of  Vienna  ever  had,mafiers? 

.    "■*'  (Signedj  ■      Aucereav^ 


Pr$cJamation 
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Pnclamattffn  ^ih^  Sxeoitiw  Dlre&crj  oftht  Cifatpine  Re^htic  tn 

th4  li^b  Sept.  i-j^T. 

npHE  Executive  Direfiory,  confidermg  that  it  is  neccflary  ta 
'''  maintain  public  order  againd  the  efforts  of  the  difaffededt 
wK)  in  the  pr^Tcnt  circumftanqcs  endeavour  to  deceive  the 
pffple,  in  order  to  re-eftablifli  the  aocient  government,  or  to 
^ucrgantze  that  which  exifts,  ordains  that  any  perfon  Mrho  by 
irord  or  deed  Hiall  endeavour  to  favour  monarchy,  the  conllitu- 
tkmof  i793>  or  any  other  form  of  government  different  from 
thtt  which  exiils,  (ball  be  confidered  as  a  difiurber  of  the  public 
pc^e,  3M  inftantly  puniflied  on  the  (pot  as  fuch  with  death, 
agreeab\  r^,.  the  law  of  'he  5th  of  Auguft  laft,  enaSed  againll  the 
cnemSss  oi  public  tranquillity.  ^ 

(Signed)         G.  G.  Sehbelloki,  Prefident. 


Stfflupartf,   Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  holy y  to  the  Soldiers 
and  Citizens  of  the  eighth  Atilitary  Divijicn, 

.  Head  ^arters^  PaJJerianOp  36  Fru5lidor^ 

COLDIERS  and  Kritizens  of  the  eighth  military  divifion,  the 
^  Executive  Direftory  has  put  you  under  my  military  com- 
mand. '  This  talk,  painful  to  me,  will  be  ufeful  to  your  tranquil* 
lily.  I  know  the  patrtotifm  of  the  people  of  the  fouthern  depart- 
ments. Men,  enemies  of  liberty^  have  m  vain  fought  to  lead 
you  aftcay.  I  fliall  make  the  ncceiTary  difpofitions  to  reftore  to 
your  delightful  country,  happiaels  and  tranquillity. 

Patriots!  republicans!  return  to 'your  homes:  evil  to  that 
commune  which  (hall  not  protcd  you  :  evil  to  the  ccnftituted  body 
which  fluil  Ihield  crime  and  affaflination  with  indulgence  ! 

An^  you,  generals,  commanding  the  places  ;  officers,  foldiers; 
you  areworthy  oi  your  brothers  in  arms  !  Protect  the  republicans, 
and  fuffer  not  the  men  covered^  with  crimes,  who  delivered 
Toulon  to  the  Engltib,  which  coil  us  a  long  and  painful  fiege, 
who  ID  one  day  burnt  thirteen  fhifis  of  war,  to  return  and  give  us 
law!      . 

Miinicijial  adminidrators,  judices  of  the  peace,  a6t  as  your 
cpofcience  direds*  Are  you  triends  of  the  republic,  of  the  na- 
ikmal.  glory, f  Arc  you  worthy  of  being  the  magiilrates  of  a  great 
nation  ?  If  you  are,  execute  the  laws  with  precifion,  and  know 
that  you  fliall  be  refponfible  for  the  blood  that  may  flow  under  your 
eyes.  We  fhall  be  your  friends,  if  you  are  attached  to  the  confti- 
tution  and  to  liberty.  We  Ihall  be  your  enemies,  if  you  are  only 
thcagents  of  Louis  XVIII.  and  of  the  cruel  plots  fomented  by  fo- 
reign gold. 

(Signed)        Buonaparte. 

Speech 


•  .  >. .  -  '        , 

SfCfch  cf  BuQnApartej  CommaHdfr  tnChuf^  to  his  Soldiers ^  on  the  i 

Vejidtmiaire  (^2d  September).' 

XyCTE  celebrate  the  ifl  Vcndemiaite,  the  epoch  the  moft  dear 
^^    Trenchrncn  :  it  is  a  day  that  .will  be  much  celebrated  in  t\ 
annals  of  the  world.     It  is  from  that  day  that  we  date  the  found 
iioo  of  fhe  republic^  the  organization  of  a  great  nation  which 
called  hy  tts.ii«AUny  to  a:ftonilfa  and  confole  the  world. 

Soldiers!  dtdant  from  your  cmmtry,  and  triumphing  for  Et 
fope,  chains  have  been  prepared  for  you.  You  know  it ;  yc 
liave  avowed  it ;  but  tlie  people  awoke,  fcized  the  traitors,  an 
already  they' are  in  irons.  You  \vill  learn  by  the  proclarnatic 
from^hcuExccutive  Directory,  the  plots  of  the  particular  enemi< 
i>f  fhe  Toldiers^  efpcdially  the  en^nics  of  the  diviHons  of  the  am: 
cf  Italy^  We  honour  this  preference  !  The  hatred  of  traitors,  \ 
tyrants,,  and  of  (laves,  will  be  inhiHory  our  b^ft  tiilc  to  glory  ar 
inrtmor'taliry ! 

I'hanks'to  the  courage  of  the  firfl  magrftrates  of  the  republic 
of  the  armies  of  the  Sambre  and  Maiife,  and  the  interior;  totl 

FktnoCs,  to  \he  reprcfcntativcs  remaining  tai(hful  to  the,i$)eftioy  < 
raacc.i  they  have  accompli  (bed,  at  one  blow, '  that  wbi<K  for  (i 
ycass  wcbavc  laboured  to  give  our  country. 

(Sigoed)        BuoifAFAKT^. 


Ripert  ta  the  Executive  DireSory  refpe&ing  Emigrants^  m  tike  251 

September  1797* 

Citizens  Dirc£tors, 

-inrH'E  law  of  the  5th  September,  rendered  neceflTary  t^  tf 
**-  dangers  to  which  tjie  royalift  confpirators  have  cxpofed-  tt 
ODDiiitution  .and  the  repoblic,  bears  that  charaAer  of  greatne 
and  wiTdom  which  has  directed  the  fteps  of  the  two  powers  in  ft 
late  circumftances.  .It  was  ifceived  with  tmtfport  throughoi 
the  republic*  The  French  people  confidercd  it  asa  folemn  pl«dj 
;of  thevirtnaof  the  kgiflativebody  ;  and,  thanks  to  th^t  body,  hi 
lory  cannot  jvproach  that  remarkable  epoch  with  a  fingle  excef 
I'itoexecutios  of  this  fahitary  lavl  muft  deliver  ifhe  republic  fro^ 
iks  greate(i. enemies,  emigrants  and  turbulent  priefts.  Its  regi 
lationsare.fimple  and  -humane;  it  does  noticqtiire  the  bloea  < 
thofe  men  who  have  only  ifignalized  their  retiirn  on  the  territory  < 
the  repffblic,  by  troubles,  revolt^  and  aflaQinatfons ;  it  me^l 
expels  tbcfc. from,  a  country,  to  the  laws  of  which  they  refv' 
to  fubniit.  The  advantages  refulting  from  this  meafure  are  in 
incnfe  and'ineflamable' ;  the  inconveniences  are  flight  and  partia 
You  require  to  know,  citizens' diretiort.  what  are  the  exceptioi 

I  whic 


(    IS    ) 

xrhidi  it  will  b6  ^offiblelo  m^e  td  ihis  i5th  article  of  the  law. 
You  iRform  me  at  the  fame  tiine»  that  fome  legiflatorti  have  pr<i- 
pofed  to  except  from  this  article  the  pcrfons  fet  down  on  the  lift  of 
emigrants  by  the  adnoiniilrations  of  other  departments  than  that 
in  which  they  reiidedi  and  that  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  has  ce* 
fared  to  you'the  petitions  of  two  foldiers  who  complain  of  b^iviiig 
been  iipjuftly  let  down  on  the  ViCt.     To  pafs  in  fuch  cafes  an  es* 
ception  to  the  law,  would  be  to  deftroy  the  principal  law.    Thcoe 
are,  without  doiibt>  well-founded  protefts  againft  the  law ;  donbi* 
lefs»  citixeos^  Chere  are  fome  citizens,  for^c  public  fundiomuies^ 
and  even  fome  defenders  of  the  country,  M'ho  are  aJiY^&oi  by  the 
law;  but  the  magiftrates  and  legiilators  of  a  great  natioB  cafimat - 
facrifice  the  intereft  of  f  he  whole  to  that  of  individuab*     It  has 
^een  proved  to  dcraonftration,  that  the  emigrants  atid  rebellioiiv 
prtefts  muft  be  brmifhed  the  French  foil,  or  that  the  conftitudon 
and  the  reptlbiSc  muft  'be  expofeil  to  the  hazards  of  a  civil  war, 
and  totbe  calamities  to  which  it  gives  rife.     It  is  in  vdin  to  nr^^ 
that  to  except  fuch  and  fuch  aclafs  of  citizens  from  the  operations 
of  this  law,  is  not  to  deftroy  it ;  experience  has  (hown,  that  whea 
once  the  principle  is  attacked,  intered  and  malice  can  take  ad« 
vantage  ^  it,  and  render  the  moft  fevei^e  law  void*     It  wasbf 
m^atis  of  fimilar  exceptions  that  the  emigrants  were  heretofore 
recalled  as  fugitives  from  the  lower  Rhine,  as  fugitives  h^m 
Toulon,  and  ^s  fvgttives  from  the  colonies.     The  moft  confiitu* 
tional  law,   citizens  diredors,    is  that  which  drives  emigrants 
from  the  republic.     By  how  many  captious  arguments,  by  how 
maoy  apparently  authentic  proofs,   is  it  eafy  to  deceive  on  the 
^oeAion  of  eanigration  !    Have  I  not  lately  conununicated  to  yoa 
the  fraud  of  a  great  number  of  emigrants,  who,  having  been  siblo 
by  corruption  to  fub&irute  their  names  in  the  places  of  thofe  of  the 
defenders  of  the  country,  have  demanded  tobc  (Ituck  out  as  fuch  f 
How  Qaat>)i^  0thefSy  if  the 'propofed  exception  wereto  be  adopted^ 
Wbuid.  equivocate  as  to  the  place  of  their  habitation,  and  vrouid 
elude  the  ^eA  of  the  law  by  a  thoufand  tricks?     Every  emi- 
grant woald  by  theie  means  remain  in  France*     Yes,  citizerai 
difipftO'Sy  1  havenohefuation  to  declare  to  you,  that  the  fafety  of 
the  republic  depends  on  the  RriSt  execution  of  the  law  of  the  5th 
of  September.     The  partizans  of  royalty,  and  the  accomplices  ot 
the  Jute  cgofpirators,  are  far  from  believing  themfclves  conquered  ^ 
tbev  are  already,  you  know,  afTaflinating  the  public  fundionarieo 
In  teveral  of  the  departments ;  the  important  correfpondeoce  %irhicii 
arlittle  while  ago  fell  {nlo<your  hands,  expofed  to  yoo  the  vaft  plan 
of  deftruSion  and  death,  the  bloody  execution  of  which  you  pre^. 
recited  on  the  ^eh  September;   and  nowf  when  the  French  na-« 
tion,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  fo  much  wickednefs  and  crime,  i« 
contenfMirto  drive  from  its  bofom  its  moft  avowed  enemi^rs,  we  are' 
fearful  of  excmfing  this  .gMit  ad  of  juftic«i  becaufe  it  affsSs 


(  I«  ) 

,  the  iriterefts  of  (bmo  individiiajs.  The  moft  ^^uftable  taw  is  thiT 
which  produces  the  ieaft  injuftice.  No  one  better  than  ntjftlf^ 
citizens  directors ,  can  bear  teftimony  to  your  oonftant  folicitikb 
to  diftinguifh  the  itinocent  fro-ii  the  guihy.  I  have  in  every  cafe^ 
as  far  as  I  have  been  able,  cxcrcifed  this  fentiment  of  jufticci  and 
every  day  which  has  elapfed  iince  the  law  of  the  4tR  September, 
has  been  marrked  by  the  erafure  of  a  great  number  of  citiznis 
whom  error  or  malice  had  fet  dawn  on  the  lift  of  emigrants.  As 
to  the  reft,  the  legiflative  body  may  remain  tranquil ;  vou  hate 
ia-yoar  hands,  and  you  have  already  made  ufe  of  means  which 
have  mitigated  the  rigour  of  the  laws,  and  which  will  prevent 
the  innocent  from  being  confounded  with  the  guilty."  As  tomy* 
feify  I  cannot  diflfemble,  I  think  the  law  ought  to  be  fully" 
carried  into  execution  ;  by  that  you  will  put  an  end  to  tboie 
confpiracies^  and  difconccrt  the  proje£ls  of  our  external  and  in* 
temal  enemies,  and  drive  out  of  the  rep\iblic  thofe  who  wt>uld 
tear  her  bofom.  To  mitigate  this  law  would  endanger  the  eon« 
ilitution  i  even  to  hefiiate  to  maintain  it,  is  a  public  calamity. 

(Signed.)         SoTiK, 


Tbi^Minifter  of  the  Interior  to  the  Comnujjtoners  of  the  Direliorj 
in  the  different  central  and  municipal  Adrmnijl  rat  ions  • 

Paris,  24fth  FruSlidor  (Seft.  lo). 

Citizens  Commiilioncrs, 

T  THOUGHT  that  I  fhould  have  maintained  my  correfpond* 
.•*•  cnce  with  you  much  longer  than  1  now  will  do.  1  hoped  that 
I  fhould  have  continued  to  avail  myfclf  of  that  medium,  and  of 
the  confidence  with  >^ich  you  have  diAinguiihed  me,  in  order 
to  reanimate  the  republican  fpirit*  But  when  I  haftened,  upon  the 
i8th  Frut^idor,  to  apprife  you  of  the  events  of  that  day,  I  did 
not  imagine  that  I  iliould  have  quitted  fo  foon  the  office  which  I 
held.  Obliged  to  leave  it,  1  am  defirous  once  more  to  renew  my 
correfpondence  with  you,  before  i  quit  the  office  of  the  minifter 
of  the  interior  for  the  Direclory. 

You  now  know,  citizens  commiffioners,  that  the  Directory  was 
fecdnded  by  the  reprefentatives,  who  have  remained  faithful  to  the 
republic.  Let  us  not  lofe  the  fruit  of  fuch  a  glorious  triumph.  It 
has  made  no  man  wear  mourning ;  it  has  coft  no  man  a  tear  ;  its 
purity  is  not  (lained  with  a  fingle  drop  of  blood.  May  the  ex^ 
ample  of  the  tranquillity^  the  order  and  public  fpirit  of  the  com* 
tnune  of  Parisy  be  imitated  throughout  all  the  departments  !  No 
perfon  was  fcduccd  to  follow  the  ilandard  of  the  royal  confpaca- 
tors  :  they  imagined" they  (hould  have  had  a  powerful  party,  and 
an  army :  they  fcund  themfelvcs  alone*    in  all  that  has  palTed 

finc^ 
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Slice  Ibe  ift  .PoMHaly  the  proofs  of  trea(bi>  were  fa  evidenf;  Co 
pilpable  to  cvt^ry  xye  that  was  Mriliing  to  fee-— the  coofpiratofs 
inimuijied  fo  little  referve,  and  boafted  fo  publicly  that  they  were 
fmt  to  recomoi'  lice,  as  they  were  wont  to  fay,  the  revolutiou ; 
iktjhad  fo  openly  called  theii  ifl  of  Prairial  anew  t4thof  July^ 
dai  no  man  can  deny  their  intentions  but  he  who  partakes  their 
liews,     it  fcemcd  ahnoll  fupcrfluous  to  add  to  thcfc  proofs  the 
^rticulir  facts  tli^t  had  been  coileclcdy  and  the  dccilive  docu- 
ncnts  which  have  been  pri lUtd.     In  a  word,  no  dc.ubt  remains  ; 
tvti  the  world  will  be  more  furprifed  it  ill,  when  prudence  (hail 
pcnnit  us  to  fathom  'he  depth  oi  the  abyfs  into  vwii^h  France  wa^ 
about  to  be  plunged  by  the  machinarions  of  t  )c  roya^iil  confpiri.. 
tofs.    It  is  pofliblc,  hov\cver,  that  the  latter  may  find  apolog.-'ts 
among  the  fvcoph.inis  of  llavery.     The  enemies  o\  the  people  ttid 
of  the  republic  will  not  fail  to  repeat,  with  that  hypocrify  which 
b  peculiar  to  triein,  *hat  the  conllitution  has  been  violated^  and 
liberty  attacked.     Per hdfous  traitors  !  th^y  invoked  the  conUitu- 
titmonlv  that  they  might  con  pa  In  its  deihui^ion  ;  they  fpoke  of 
libcny,  while  they  laboured  to  reiiore  fervitudc.     Ah!   if  it  is  ne- 
cciTary  tt)  reply  to  ihtir  objcclions,  ttll  them  tha?  hitherto  the  ge- 
nius ot  the  republic  has* watched  over  Its  di.tiiiies,  and  that  it  is 
ever  ready,  ever  armed*  to  crulh  them  to  atoms. 

Republican  commi(fi(»ners,  rcprefent  to  th*::  people  with  what 
defperate  art  the  royal k(t  commiflioners  had  laboured  to  fecure  the 
fucccfs  of  their  plots,    i  hi  fovercignty  of  the  people  was  the  re- 
fpedable  cloak  under  v^hich  they  had  concealed  themfelvesi  ii^ 
onfer  to  tear  from  the  pe«">ple  their  ri::hts.     It  was  by  ufurping  all 
fhc  contlituteii  powers  tt.at  they  rialtercd   themfcKcs  with   the 
hope  of  extinguifhing  all  thefe  powers.     It  was  by  corrupiing 
public  opinion,  by  the  liccnti^uffiefs  of  the  prefs»  of  which  they 
made  a  privilege  and  an  exclufive  monopoly  for  themfclves  and 
their  friends ;  it  was  by  letiiin*  loofe  the  vengeance  of  thf*  emi- 
grants, and  the  fanaticifm  of  prieds,  the  enemies  of  liberty ;  it 
was  by  daily  deAroying,  piece^meal,  republican  ufages  and  iuiH- 
tations ;  it  was  by  provoking  an  execrable  ci^iil  war  in  the  namp 
of  humanity  itfel'i  by  preaching  the  murder  of  all  the  pur«.iiafers 
of  national   property  in  the  name  of  juilice,   by  renev\ing  the 
tnalfacres  of  St.  Bartholornew's  day  in   the  na  no  of  the  God  of 
jtace,  that  they  laboured  to  reftore  the  worlhip  and  the  laws  of 
their  fathers.     Tell   the  French  people,  then,  that  one  day  ha9 
fuiliced  to  difconcert  all  their  machinations.     Thanks  to  that  for- 
tunate da  v,  we  can  now  breathe,  without  roftraint,  the  air  of  li« 
btrty !    We  can  now   pronounce,    without   fear,   the  delightful 
name  of  citizen,  the  beloved  name  of  the  republic,  and  the  facred 
name  of  the  conflitution  !   We  can  now  talk,  without  danger,  of 
the  grand  exploits  of  our  warriors,  of  their  virtues  and  their 
glory  1 
Vol.  VII.  D  U 
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It  is  well  known,  that  on  the  evening  preceding  the  i8fh 
Frudidor,  placards,  journals,  the  hired  railers  of  the  royaliil 
commiflioners,  infoiently  bawled  abroad  the  crimes  of  Buonaparte  ; 
while,  in  the  tribune,  the  oraton  dared  to  revile  the  liberty  of 
luly.  On  the  evening  preceding  that  day,  they  aHeded  to  tell 
US  of  the  fadion  of  Orleans,  a  chimera  invented  to  conceal  the 
feal  h&ion  of  the  frietult  of  Louis  XVIII.  You  have  feen  whc^ 
ther  both  have  not  been  reprefled  by  a  juft  profcription.  Above 
all,  they  affeded  to  tell  usmcefl'antly  of  terrorifm  and  of  anarchy^ 
in  order  to  divert  our  attention  from  a  much  more  dreadful 
anarchy,  and  a  much  more  ferious  terror,  which  they  were  de* 
firous  to  organize.  You  have  feen,  too,  whether,  on  the  i8th 
VrnQidoTf  anarchy  and  terror  have  tarnifhed  the  wifilom  of  the 
operations  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  of  the  government.  Yodr 
have  feen,  whether,  for  a  moment,  the  idea  was  entertained  of 
again  rearing  fcafFolds  and  badiles.  It  is  tyne  to  baniih  that  odi^ 
Otis  abufe  of  words — to  carry  back  men's  views,  their  fentiflbents^ 
their  hopes,  to  the  vepublican  fyftem,  and  its  inftitutions^^^to  re- 
invigorate  public  fpirit — to  reanimate,  in  France,  patriotifm)  en« 
feebled,  attacked,  depraved  by  fo  many  infamous  arts. 

Till  you  receive  the  wife  meafures  which  the  executive  power 
and  the  legiilitive  body  are  about  to  adopt  in  concert  for  their  ob^ 
jefls,  it  belongs  to  you,  citizens  commiflioners,  to  begin  this  im« 
portant  work.  It  is  your  bufmefs  to  tell  Frenchmen,  that  their 
rights  as  well  as  their  duties  were  engraved  by  nature  upon  their 
hearts,  before  they  v^•ere  written  on  the  table  of  the  laws.  Na- 
ture, before  thd  conftitution,  faid  to  man,  ^^  Be  ju(l,  if  you  wifh 
to  deferve  freedom ;  be  virtuous,  if  you  wiih  to  preferve  lU 
berty ;  adore  your  countrv,  if  you  wifli  to  be  prote£led  by  its 
laws**'  Such  is  the  only  language  which  the  government  fpeak's 
fo  the  French  people.  You  will  receive  from  the  Executive  Di- 
reAory  the  proclamation  which  has  been  addrefled  to  the  French 
nation,  to  reprefent  to  them,  in  the  prefent  fituatioa  of  afEiirs, 
the  neceflity  of  an  unanimous  and  permanent  return  to  republican 
ufages.  You  cannot  too  much  infill  upon  the  truths  contained  in 
this  proclamation  ;  you  cannot  diifufe  them  too  widely  ;  and  en« 
grave  them  upon  your  own  hearts,  in  order  to  imprefsthem  upon 
thofe  over  whom  your  jurifdidion  extends. 

You  have  remarked,  doubtlefs,  that  perfidious  combination, 
that  fyftem,  purfucd  with  a  conilancy  truly  invincible,  by  which 
the  confpirators  had  almoft  infenfibly  moulded  the  manners,  the 
habits,  the  inftitutions  of  democracy,  to  ariftocratic,  facerdcital, 
and  rc>yul  forms.  In  a  repirb!ic>  men  almoA  were  prohibited  to 
be  republicans.  The  glorious  title  nf  citizen,  which  is  not  fully 
known,  which  is  not  ulVd  but  by  free  nations,  had  become  the 
bbje£l  of  contempt  and  infult*  The  language  of  the  confpirators 
was  the  language  of  ilavcs.    The  names  of  patriot  and  friend  oi 

the 
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^e  government  were^  in  their  jargon^  the  ihamefut  fynohimei  of 
Yillain  and  aflaflin.  To  love  the  conftitution,  vitLS  to  incur 
the  reproach  of  brigand.  Our  patriotic  airs,  thofe  immortal* 
hvmDS  which  fo,  often  have  led  our  defenders  to  vi£lory ;  tfaofe^ 
republican  fongs,  which  electrified  the  heart  in  the  firft  enthufi*'' 
affD  of  our  revolution  ;  thofe  airs  of  liberty  were,  in  the  ears  of 
the  partifans  of  kings,  only  cries  of  pillage,  and  the- founds  o£ 
murder!  Thofis  whom  we  once  heard  feoff  at  Heaveh,  and  ridi- 
cule  priefts,  were  now  become  apoftles  I  What  do  I  fay  ?  Thofe 
who  (ported  with  morality,  with  virtue,  with  religion,  affedini^v 
their  language,  reproached  the  French  with  the  want  of  virtuey 
of  religion,  of  morality  ;  becaufe  the  French  no  longer  looked 
with  refped  on  the  virtue  of  flaves,  on  the  morality  of  courts,  and 
the  religion  of  murderers  and  executioners. 
^  Citixens,  let  us  ftrenuoully  urge  the  French  to  refume  more' 
than  ever  t^eir  republican  difpofition.  Let  us  prove  to  the  wretchet 
who  luve  ridiculed  our  laws,  didated  by  philofophy,  that  We 
have  not  ftudiod  in  vain  the  leflbns  of  experience  ;  that  we  have 
traverfiid  the  ages  that  have  been  contained  in  the  interval  betweeff 
the  year  1789  and  1797,  to  expofe  ourfelves  anew  to  thofe  re« 
anions  which  perpetuate  the  torment  of  revolutions,  and  the  ex- 
cdfes  of  anarcAy  which  diflfolve  the  focial  body.  Such  has  ever 
been  the  aim  of  our  perfidious  enemies.  At  every  period  thev* 
have  affiimed  every  form,  and  provoked  every  eteefs,  in  order  tQ 
decry  anddiibonour  liberty.  They  laboured  to  difgrace  the  levo* 
Iutr^n.with  horrors,  in  order  to  accufe  if  of  the  calsunltios  oE 
which  they  themfelves  were  the  authors  and  the  accomplicesto 
Pre(crvethe  French  people  from  falling  again  into  that  horrible 
foare.  Let  them  repofe  upon  the  vigour  of  the  government,  In^^i 
dependently  of  the  means  it  poiTefTes,  its  principle  will  confiftin 
tbe  tranquillity  of  the  people,  in  their  obedience  to  the  laws,  in 
their  inviolable  refpe&  for  their  fundamental  charter.  Liberty 
confifts  in  the  execution  of  thofe  laws  which  a  people  have  infti* 
tuted  for  themfelves.  Such  is  the  ftandard  of  freedo^,  the  inex» 
banfiihle  fource  of  pure  republican  fpirit. 

That  fpirit  of  light  and  life  which  the  love  of  the  republic  dif* 
fufes  in'  the  hearts  into  which  it  penetrates,  has  been  unfortu««' 
nately  mifconceived  and  diflionoured:  it  is  elTential  that  it  (hould' 
lie  beloved  ;  and  to  caufe  it  to  be  beloved,  it  is  neoeffary  that  it 
ftoold  be.  better  known*     It  is  by  inflruSion,  by  fentiment,  by 
whatever  can  firike  the  imagination,  the  fenfes,  and  the  hearty 
that  the  fuccefs  of  the  facred  caufe  which  has  juft  triumphed  muft 
be  completed.'    You  will  therefore  fay  to  the  journalills^^''  Po» 
Vitkal  writers,  if  your  hearts  be  inflamed  with  the  iire  of  pa- 
triotifm,  you  will  caufe  it- to  rekindle  in  your  produdtions;  aud- 
io your  ufeful  cenfures,  in  your  leflbns  and  counfels,  you  will 
add  decency  to  the  noble  franknefs  which  ought  to  Infpite  ^foa' 
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with  zeal  for  the  public  good :  leave  to  the  libellifts  fpleen  an  A* 
impotlure  :  caufe  the  laws  to  be  beloved  \  and  you  will  ihua 
cGDbanc^  the  value  of  your  eiForts  and  courage^  iiiilead  of  piling- 
i«g  yoiirfelves  ia  the  mire  ot  guilt  and  calunnny/'.  You  will  fay 
tO:meii.  of  letters  and  dratnaiic  writers — <^  Children  of  gen  us  and 
HkejOLXt^,  copfider  that)  under  defpotifiu,  Corneille,  Muliere^  and 
yplt|iii%,  da>-ed  to  .attack,  the  dclpotSy  the  Mahfvmets  and  the 
TMtu'Sei.  What  ^'b\ild  tliey  not  have  done,  had  they  writ« 
Un  for  liberty  ?  Venture,  then,  to  tread  in  iheir  licps  ;  repro-r 
dHce  ofl  your  ftages  republican  traits  and  the  heroical  virtues, 

Shich -it  is  ^o  longer  neceffary  to  feck  in  the  annals  of  hiflory. 
Iisfcribe  the  foUy^  and  unmade  the  knavery,  of  01. r  new 
sIpQiljey^  oT^our  iliodern  converts,  of  the  perfidious  iUnderers  of 
our  liberty,  and  of  our  falfe  friends.  Tiie  public  morals  mny^ 
in  ^your  hands,  become  a  ma^iitracy  :  employ  them  for  the  ge- 
99ral  good  of  the  ilate ;  and  let  your  talents  concur  in  propa^ 
ggtjng  the  Republican  fpirit  in  France  *' 

•.  BtCfdi,  more  efpecially,  recall  to  our  national  fcfiivals,  thofe 
wIk>  ar^.  (irged  tQ  Jieep  away  from  them.  Thofe  who  dreaded 
tbQir..ii>fluence,  turned  them  into  dcriiion ;  but  it  is  a  ta£l,  that 
thft  people  were  liever  prefent  at  them  without  a  pleafing  emotion^ 
It  ianot  the  cxpenfe  of  them  which  conftitutcs  their  merit ;  bril- 
lAavX  by  thp^c/4/  which  the  love  of  the  country  fiipplies  at  a  fmall 
txp^nfo^  thcfe  fcftivals  ought  to  aflemble  all  it5  iincere  friends  ;• 
ao4H  i^'impoifible  that  fo  aifcSin^  a  fpedtacle  ihould  not  infpire 
4v£ry  heart  with  that  republican  fpirit  which  the  confpirators  may 
fpt  A  mioinent  have  rcprcifed,-but  which  they  hs^ve  not  dcilroyed^ 
JRjBpeat  ta  all  the  French,  that  the  events  of  tlie  18th  Fruclidor 
have  redored  tothem  the  republic  ;  that  they  ought,  in  their  turn, 
to  reftore  to  it  the  republicans  ;  that  they  thould  pique  thcmfelves 
at  being  fo,  .both  in  their  private  and  public  life,  as  well  in  the 
midft  of  thetrfamiliibsasin  the  relations  of  fociety.  It  is  by  mo-^ 
deration,  by  wifdom,  and  by  found  ideas  of  liberty,  equality, 
and  philofiipbyif. that  the  triumph  of  true  principles  may  be  efla* 
blilhed.  The  Hrft  authorities  have  furnilhed  them  a  high  ex* 
ample  of  what  is  infpired  by  courage,  by  the  h>ve  of  the  country, 
and  by  a  zeal  for  the  public  good.  Let  each  citizen  imitate  this 
ekam^lel  The  French  name  will  be  the  pride  and  glory  of  the 
lUitiop  ;  and  its  power,  cemented  by  the  union  of  the  wills  of  all, 
witl  at  length  fnatch  the  laft  hope  from  thofe  obAinate  enemies, 
who,  having  for.od  it  to  be  invincible  without,  reckoned  entirely, 
in  their  aim  at  fnbjugating  it,  on  the  diftiirbances  within.  You 
will  perceive,  citizens,  that  the  confpirators  promifed  them  that 
the  country,  torn  in  pieces  by  its  own  hands,  could  no  longar  re- 
fift  them^  nor  preferve  from  their  touch  its  fcattercd  fragments^ 
This  was  the  greatell  of  their  crimes  :  in  fpeaking  to  you  of  peace, 
they  invited  Wfqri  l»Ht  the  monfters  are  removed* 

5  Wc 


Wc  will  no\ir  think  of  nothing  but  returning  thanks  to  the  gc-^ 
rmsof  the  repubtfc  ;  and  we  will  lighten  up  the  facrcVI  fife,  the 
holylove  of  f  h€  country,  the  national  fpirit,  which  they  have  en- 
deavoured to  extiiiguifh.  This  is  the  laft  wifh  whi<^h  the  minifter 
adipeff^s  to  you  ;  it  is  the  fame  fentiment  which  is  about  to  regu« 
Ueiu  htm  tb'e  cotidud  of  the  dire£tor. 

HeaUh  and  fraternity ! 
(SignedJ        FRAN901S  de  Neufchatbau, 

Minifter  of  the  Interior. 
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Littir  aiirejfed^  In  thfName  of  ihe  Helvetic  Btydy,  to  the  Minifter 
for  Fe reign  Affairs  of  the  Cif alpine  Reji>u6lic. 

Citizen, 

TpHE  d?rpatch,  dated  the  i8th  of  July  laft,  which  you  ad- 
drefled  to  the  diet  affembled  at  Frankenfeld,  reached  it  about 
the  end  of  that  month-  This  is  the  only  reafon  why  your  obliging 
letter  has  not  been  fooner  anfwered,  and  that  thanks  have  not 
been  returned  for  the  official  notifications  of  the  eftablifliment  of 
the  Cifafpine  republic,  and  the  organization  of  its  government. 

It  was  highly  agreeable  to  us  to  receive,  through  you,  af- 
faranceiof  the  amiable  difpofition  which  theCiralpinejrepublic  is 
pleafcd  to  manifeft  towards  our  confederation.  ,We  have  always 
endeavoured  to  prefcrve  the  greateft  harmony  with  the  dates 
which  furround  us.  It  will  therefore  afford  us  the  greatefl  fa-: . 
tisfadion  to  enter  into  a  friendly  correfpondence  with  that  re- 
public, an'd  to  promote  the  advantage  ot*  both  dates,  by  purfuing 
the  fame  line  of  condudt  which  we  have  hitherto  invariably 
held. 

We  entreat  you  to  aflTure  the  Executive  Dircflory  of  the  fince- 
rityof  thefe  feniiirrents,  of  our  zeal  to  prove  that  fincerity  upon 
all  occa {Jons,  and  of  our  ardent  wifhes  for  the  prdfperity  of  the 
Cifalpinc  republic.  We  hope  alfo,  on  your  own  part,  that  you 
>^iH  remain  convinced  of  the  particular  confideration  we  entertain 
for  you,  and  with  which  we  are,  &c.  &c« 

(Signed)  LuGO, 

Landman  of  the  Thifteen  Canton?; 

Done  in  the  name,  and  fealed  with*  the  ftate  feal  of  the  confo-* 
deration,  at  Zurich,  September  13,   1797» 
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Pafloral  Letter  from  the *Archh'tfnop  of  Mechlin^  io  thi  C&mmijfimir 
of  the  Executive  Dire^ory  with  the  Aduiinijiration  of  the  Canton* 

Citizen  Commiflioncr, 

npHE  Catho'.ic,  Apoftolic,  and  Roman  religion,  which  I  pro» 
•*-  fefs  from  my  heart,  and  of  whici;  I  am  one  of  the  principal 
paftors,  pofilively  prohibits  nic  from  taking  an  oath  of  hatred, 
whether  it  relates  to  the  pcrfon  of  a  king,  or  to  royahy  itfclf.  In 
the  firft  inftancc,  we  ought  to  love  our  neighbour^  even  tliough 
>ye  fuffer  injuries  ; — in  the  fccond,  royalty  being  good  in  itfelf^ 
and  of  divine  inftitution,  it  cannot  be  an  objedl  of  hatred  ;  v^hicb 
hatred  \i  lior  permitted  to  one  or  the  other,  without  renouncing 
ihe  principles  of  Chridianiiy  ;  much  Icfs  to  call  God  to  be  the 
v/iincfs  to  an  action,  the  perpeiraiion  of  which  is  forbidden  irnder 
pain  of  eternal  pimilhmcn\.  The  itnpoffibility  in  which  we  now 
ftnd  ourlcfves  of  fulfilling  what  is  required  of  us,  fliould  by  no 
irrtans  rentier  our  fidelity  fufpcfled  ;  lor  I  flatter  myfelf  that  you 
Rsve  fiifficient  grounds  lor  informicg  the  government^  that  nci* 
ther  myfelf  nor  any  of  my  clergy  would  make  any  fcruple  againft 
promifing  to  the  rcpubliCi  and  if  neccfl'ary,  under  an  oathy  never 
to  co-operate,  either  direclly  or  indireflly,  in  thereeftablifhincnt 
of  monarchy  in  France  \  and  that  the  faid  government  may  be^^ 
pcrfeftly  alTured  that  they  (hall  never  have  caufe  to  punifh  any  in- 
rraftions  in  the  priefts,  for  afling  in  oppolition  to  their  views* 
cxVt^pt  when  the  faws  of  the  conltituiion  fliall  be  irreconcilable 
Kllth  the  laws  of  God  and  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel.  For  wW 
itrmainF,  we  have  given,  and  ftiail  continue  to  give,  evident 
proofs  of  our  f\ibmiflion  to  the  powers  to  which  Divine  Providence 
nas  fubjeck'd  us;  and  the  Belgian  clergy  have  hitherto  certainly 
condiictkd  thcuifelves  rn  fuch  a  manner,  in  the  patient  fufferance  of 
the  lofs  of  all  their  effcfts,  that  it  is  fc'arccly  poffible  to  find  any 
tnbjefl  of  complaint  againit  them. 

Health  and  fraternity, 

(L.S.)        Jean  Henri  Frankenburg, 

Archbiihop  of  Mechlin. 


Proclamation  oj  the  Executive  DircSfory  to  the  French  PeopU,     That 
t!:e  J'vctuh  Artnies  be  cofiipletc  and  ready  to  march  on  the   i^h 
f''  indtmiaire  next^  Cti.  b. 

Citizens,  Fourth  complementary  Day^  ^th  Tear, 

npHE  1 8th  FrufliJor  has  reduced  to  filence  the  orators  of  Lon- 
•*     jdon,  who  held  their. fittings  in  Paris. 
Since  that  meiuorable  day,  the  Englifh  ambaiTador^  urged  to 
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wplain  himrelf  in  a  pofitive  manner  as  to  the  firft  obje£l  of  his 
diifiion,  has  returned  to  England. 

On  her  fide,  Auftria  fuffcrs  herfclf  to  be  governed  by  the  *ca- 
Vind  of  St.  James's,  which  is  inceffantly  bartering  for  the  divifion 
Dl  Europe,  and  the  commotions  of  the  continent.     The  Emperor 
himfelf  a&s  Tn  contradidion  to  the  wifhes  of  his  dates,  and  thofe 
bf)ih  heart :  he  reflfts  the  need  his  people  have  of  peace,  and  gives 
himlelf  up  exclufively  to  preparations  for  war. 
His  armaments  warn  us  ot  what  we  have  to  do  for  ourfelves. 
It  it  be  intended  to  take  advantage  of  that  generous  confidence 
which  led  us  to  fubfcribe  to  the  preliminary  articles  of  Leoben — 
if,  with  peace  ever  in  their  mouths,  our  enemies  breathe  nothing 
tat  war — the  French  nation,  which  fpeaks  of  war  only  bccaufe  it 
wiihes  for  peace,  xnuR  prepare  itfelf  to  prcferve  its  dignity  ;  and 
tticTalouT  of  its  armies  muil  refume  its  advantages. 

It,  above  all  things,  behoves  us  fully  to  convince  the  enemy, 
that  there  now  no  longer  remains  in  France  but  ohe  fingle  party, 
one  fentlment,  one  intereft — that  of  the  fove reign  people,  whet 
are  fenftble  of  their  grandeur,  and  will  preferve  their  liberties*  - 
The  Executive  Direfiory  confults  only  thefe  motives. 
The  conftitutiorial  law  authorizes  it  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of* 
the  iiate.  It  feels  a  fatisfa£lion  in  making  you  judges  of  the  rca* 
fons  which  determine  it  to  make  ufe  of  that  facred  right. 

Your  enemy,  who  could  not  refill  your  courage,  thought  to 
nDquifli  you  by  craft.  He  deceived  you  by  the  parade  of  his  nc* 
^tial'ioQS*  Had  he  finccrely  wifhed  for  what  he  appeared  to 
feck,  peace  would  have  been  concluded.  The  Executive  Direc- 
tory bad  been  eager  to  ftop  the  career  of  the  French  armies.  It 
yielded  fincerely  to  the  hope  of  conciliation  which  was  made  to 
glitter  before  its  eyes  ;  and  it  exulted  in  idea  at  the  means  which 
it  was  going  to  have  in  its  power  of  rendering  liberty  dear,  and  of 
procuring  France  as  much  hnppincfs  in  peace,  as  Ihe  had  acquired 
glory  in  war. 

But,  after  having  obtained  that  interruption  to  the  courfe  of 
our  viflories,  what  was  the  intention  r  To  gain  time ;  to  foment 
among  you  infeftine  divifions ;  to  take  advantage  of  their  cffedls, 
to  make  Frenchmen  maifacre  one  another,  until  the  proper  mo- 
ment ihould  arrive  when  they  might  fall  upon  the  wrecks,  and  di- 
vide among  themfclves  the  bleeding  parts  of  a  thus  divided  coun- 
try, and  blot  out  France  from  the  lift  of  nations  !  Republican 
franknefs  could  not  fufpeft  this  fnarc  of  the  politics  of  courts  ;  but 
you  have  feen,  citizens,  whether  this  plan  has  been  faithfully 
followed.  Your  public  officers  compofe'l  for  the  greater  part  the 
wxiliary  army  which  fought  in  the  nidft  of  you  for  your  moft 
cruel  enemies.  They  had  called  (or  hordes  of  thofe  barbarous 
emigrants,  eager  to  tear  the  bofon^  of  ihcir  country,  and  thofe  fa- 
natic pricffs,  ikillcd  in  blowing  about  every  where  the  murderous 
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zeal  of  homicidal  pict^.  The  national  tribune  no  longer  ttr 
founded  but  with  the  voice  of  thcdi^puties  of  Auftria  and  England 
calumniating  your  defenders,    infulting  your  generals^  buly  in 

!>alfying  your  government,  and  reducing  it  by  degrees  tn  that  ab- 
blute  Hate  ot  infignificance  which  corrcfpondcd  fo  well  .with 
iheir  royal  inftruAions,  and  the  wiihcs  of  their  employers. 

At  length  the  veil  is  torn  off:  the  partifans  of  foreigners  are 
no  longer  the  organs  of  the  national  will :  the  helm  of  the  j^- 
public  is  in  republican  hands,  and  the  people  of  France  have 
f  rcnch  reprcfentativcs. 

Citizens,  in  thcfc  circumftances,  what  part  ought  your  ma* 
gidrates  to  take  r  Animated  with  the  fincere  defire  of  giving  to 
France  a  folid  and  lading  pcsicey  worthy  of  the  republic,  fuitable 
to  its  interclts,  and  coniiflcnt  with  its  engagements,  in  what 
manner  oui^ht  they  now  to  reprefs  the  infolence,  and  elude  tbe 
frauds  of  the  cabinet  of  London  r  How  ought  they  to  a£l,  to 
compel  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  to  remain  no  longer  indccifive« 
and  to  deliver  Auitria  itfelf  from  the  Englifli  iniluencei  the  only 
real  obftacle  to  tlie  peace  of  Europe  i 

There  is  but  one  courfe  to  be  taken.  Since  your  enemies^ 
vrhile  they  feigned  to  negotiate,  prefcrvcJ  thcmfclyes  in  a  hoftile 
podure,  their  example  compels  you  to  refume  your  arms,  ai^  at 
once  abfolves  you  from  the  blame  of  all  the  calamities  whicii 
mud  be,  to  their  couiUries,  the  inevitable  confequcncc  of  th« 
rupture  of  the  truce. 

If  war  be  a  fcourge  which  cannot  be  fufEciently  deteded,  but 
the  horror  of  whL^h  falls  upon  its  authors ;  if  humanity  revolt 
againd  thofe  who  died  blood,  who  dcdroy  cities,  and  lay  wade 
provinces,  without  any  ncccflity  ;  if  the  authors  of  an  iniquitous 
war  be  rcfponlible  for  the  death  of  the  flain,  for  the  burning  of 
habitations,  for  the  dcdrudion  of  commerce,  and  for  all  the 
diforders  and  crimes  which  men  in  arms  commit ;  if  thofe  whor 
unrcafonably  nourilh  the  fury  of  war  be  ferocious  mondcrs,  un- 
worthy of  the  name  of  men,  and  not  only  the  cneuiie?  of  the 
countries  through  which  they  fprcad  devadation,  but  of  all  the 
human  race :  you,  who  have  been  forced  to  cu;nl)at, during  fix  ycarf^ 
for  your  independence !  you,  whom  pcrudious  politicians  haro 
endeavoured  to  make  the  viclims  of  civil  war !  you  who,  con-^ 
qucring  and  triumphant,  have  reded  your  arms,  to  propofc  and  to 
hden  to  terms  of  peace !  you  have  not  to  fear  the  imprecations, 
the  anathema>,  which  nature  and  judice  will  diucl  againd  your 
enemies!  Compclleii  to  return  to  the  fanguinary  cor.icll  from 
^hich  you  hail  wiihdr.iwn«  you  can  declare  \oiir  intentions  before 
all  the  world,  aaU  take  Heaven  to  witncfs  ihut  the  c;;ufc  }  ;u  dc« 
fend  is  jtid. 

Rcfume  then  your  arms,   citizens,  withotit  ceaflng  to  dcdro 
peace.    Your  government  pcrfcverts  in  oircring  conditions  v^hich; 

are 
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are  reafbiiable  t'  perhaps  the  warlike  countenance  you  are  going 
ignn  to  afTume  will  be  fufficient  to  make  thefe  gondii  ions  b*  ac- 
ctoed  to ;  but  if  they  be  refufcJ^  you  will  mainuin  the  honour 
and  the  laws  of  the  republic; 

In  the  name  of  the  nation,  to  fulfil  its  will,  to  fecure  its 
rigiitt,  to  preferve  its  glory,  the  executive  power. recalls  .to  their, 
flandirds  all  the  defenders  of  the  country  who'  are  not  at  theirr 
poftst  from  whatever  caufe  they  may  be  abfent.       ' 

The  Executive  tDire£h)ry9  therefore,  require  their  commif- 
fioneis  in  the  departments  to  caufe  to  be  executed,  without  de- 
lav,  and  without  exception,  tlic  laws  of  the  4th  Frimaire  and  4th 
Nivofe,  of  the  4ih  yeari  the  decree  of  the  4th .  Ventpfe,  and 
other  fiibfequent  decrees,  and  to  make,  all  thq  troops  of  every  de-. 
fcripiion,  and  all  perfons  belonging  to  the  requifitions,  who  may 
ktSomid  in  their  departments,  join  the  armies  by  the  15th  Vende- 
tpimn  (Odober  .6). 

Frenchmen !. it  is  neccffary  that  your  armies  be  completed  by 
that  period,  that  they  be  ready  to  march,  and  that  their  impofmg 
and  terrible  attitud^  command  that  glorious  peace  which  Ihould 
have,  fix  months  ago,  been  the  fruit  of  their  triumphs. 

The  Executive  Diredory.  decree,  that  this  proclamation  (hall 
br^rinted,  foleninly  publiflied,  and  pofted  up  in  all  the  com- 
munes of  the  republic^  under  the  dire&ionof  the  commiflioners 
of  the  central  and  departmental  adminiftrations ;  and  that  the  mi- 
niftcr  at  war  fliall  take  every  meafure  for  its  prompt . and  ejffeSual 
execution,  an  account  of  which  he  (hall  render  in  three  days  to 
the  Direftory- 

(Signed)        L.  M.  Rbveilliere  Lepaujc.     . 


The  Afinifier  of  the  Marine  Department  and  Colonies  to  the  Civil 
and  Military  Officers,  and  to  the  Seamen  and  Marines  of  the 
Navy. 

f 

Citizens, 

^H£  time  is  at  length  arrived,  when  peace,  reftored  to  the 
continent  by  the  wifdom  of  the  Executive T)ireSory  and  the. 
valour  of  our.  brave  armies,  leaves  to  the  republic  only  'dde 
enemy  to  vanquiih.  The  folicitude  of  the  legiflative  body  and 
the  government,  the  hopes  of  the  whole  nation,  will  centre  ii^ 
the  navy,  and  the  moft  efficacious  means  will  concur  for  the  in- 
creafe  ot  this  moft  important  part  of  the  public  force. 

Marines,  it  is  you  who  henceforward  will  have  to  fight ;  it  H 
to  jou  that  is  refcrved  the  honour  of  terminating  a  war,  which^ 
has  for  fo  long  a  tin^e  afflicted  human  nature,  to  footh  the  ambi** 
tiun  and  hatred  of  a  proud  and  perfidious  power . .      '    r 
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You'  ftfhWtmWf  Mi«  hHi  b^cn  thti  policy  of  tlie!  Eftg?Mh  govern^ 
ttlent  fince  the  commcilcement  of  the  revolution' :  it  was  it  itet 
by  aftifice- and  mandiuvre  fet  otn  foot  tlic  coalition!  of  fhe  kings  of 
Europe  againft  a  nation  which  wilhedfo  enjoy  liberty,  and  wliich,- 
^clofively  decupled  in  its  oWri  regeneration,  ha*  (blcmhly  dc- 
diired  thttt  rf  WotiM  not  interfere  with  the  goverrihient  of  tnjf 
fHiople. 

It  was  the  EnglllH  gttvernnhefft  that  fowed  irt  France  tKc  (erfSJ 
of  ffou1>le,'  mifthif^  drifenfioh  ;  which  tavifhed  gold  to  divide  the 
firft  amhoritieiV  in*  to  dif^face,  by  itis  eiccefs,  O&t  mofthdM^ 
ihfti^uttons. 

It  is  the  Englifh  government  which,  in  defpite  of  the  riglM 
of  fliein^  at^mpted  id  mm  our  finances  by  the  ihtroduAiob  of 
fklfe  aflignatsj  and  Ky  iKe  adiilteriition  of  the  coin. 

If-  is  tUt  Engn/h  goVernfnncrit  which,  having  got  poffeflSoW  of 
the  port  of  Toulon,  not  by  force,  but  by  the'  biafctt  trtacliity, 
tRrcw  ihto^  duhgedhsi  or  ctufcd  to  be  aflallinated,  your  brethren 
in  arrnsfaithfiil  tb  thett  coiJhtry.  It  was  the  Erig!ifh  wftO,  fortfeB 
to  fly  flii*mftf6l1yj  ca#r?ed  fJafiiies  inf6  fhe  magarihes,  the  Vefleh^ 
and  the  hab^MoAs  6f  the  cititehs,'  in  the  hope  of  (Converting 
info  ah  Htap  of  Wnidcrs  this  btilwairk  6f  the  republic  in  tlifeJlfe- 
rfiterranean.  •♦ 

It  is  fHc  Erifglifh  g6vefnment  that  lighted  up  the  torches  of  civil 
tvar  in  La  Vendee,  in  the  departments  of  the  Weft,  at  Lyons, 
and  in  the  Smith'.  It  was  it  that  drew  together,  under  the  banners 
of  fanaticifiit  and  ariftbcracy,  credulous  men  deluded  by  traitors, 
who  had  fold  themfelves  to  that  government.  It  is  it,  that  for 
the  fpace  of  fotrf  years  his  inceffantly  fann^  that  confuming 
fire,  little  caring  whether  it  was  profperous  or  unfuccefsful,  pro* 
Tided  the  blood  of  Frenchmen  flowed. 

Tt  is  the  Enrglift  ^ovefnment  that  has  vbmltcd  upon  ouir  coaHs 
the  refugees  who  wifhed  to  tear  the  bofom  of  their  country^-  in 
order  to  fubje£l  us  again  to  the  yoke  of  defpotifm.  It  is  that 
which,  by  every  kind  of  fcdndion,  introduced  all  the  royalifts 
who  propofed  the  countcr-revolutjon,  and  whofc  infamous  pro-i 
jcfis  were  defeated  by  the  glorioiis  day  of  the  iiih  Fruiai&r 

It  18  ^at  ^ve'rmnent,  in  fine  i^  is  that  alone,  which  proTorfgl 
the  troubles  tlrkt  ftill  agitafc  leVeral  countries  of  the  world,  add 
cAideavoul's  to  deccJivi^  Europe  by  falfe  denlbnftratiohs,  and  an  a{)- 
parent  defire  of  x(eace. 

.Sailors,,  the  moft  brilliant  carcei^  how  opfeHs  before  you  :  fobn 
lirtll  the  army  of  England  be  a'tefnbled  oil  the  ocean  ;  you  go  to 
iilTi!ig1^  with  the  conquerors  of  FTeutus  and  Areola ;  the  hero  of 
Icaty,  alt'  th'ofc  brave  men  who  have  extended  the  limits  of  the 
republic^  ihall  be*  in  ybuir  ranks,  ih*  your  Veflfels,  and  their  pre- 
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lace  alone  (hall  make  the  enemies  tremble^  \?Iio  (ball  not  long 
iofc  any  barrier  to  oppofe  to  you. 

Adauniftratois,  a  grand  taik  is  impofied  upon  you:  the 
vorks  xnuft  receive  a  new  impulfe  ;  a£livity  is  about  to  reign 
JO  the  arfeoak ;  and  the  genius  of  liberty,  which  has  created  the 
Ffcnch  araiiesy  which  has  produced  fo  many  prodigies,  ivhiclv 
has  triumphed  over  fo  many  obftacles,  vrili  prefide  over  the  re*- 
Jkontion  of  the  navy*  Felicitate  yourfelves  in  your  co-operation 
in  (b  important  a  labour ;  and  let  the  love  of  the  country^  that 
eacrgBtic  feniiment  whichi  under  royalty,  is  no  more  than  a  vain 
word,  which  exifts  only  in  republics,  redouble  your  ^al  and 
your.efiirts. 

All  you,  citizens,  to  whom  the  Executive  Diredory  confides 
the  deareft  intereOs  of  the  republic,  depend  upon  its  paternal 
i&liciliide  a  the  end  of  your  privation  is  at  hand  ^  your  wants  and 
thofe  of  yoiM^  families  (hall  be  provided  for,  and  yoir  (ball  hav« 
•no  longer  to  (Iruggle  againft  that  penury  which  has  To  long  af* 
jfified  you,  without  diminiihing  your  courage.  Second  the  eif- 
ianaan  of  the  government ;  remember  the  caufe  which  you  are 
to  defend,  and  you  will  defend  it :  be  all  imited  in  the  fame 
fisniment;  let  the  fame  wi(h  exift  in  every  heart  which  fhould  he 
pronounced  from  every  moutb«  *'  Ptrijb  the  Englijb  government  I 
"    tbertpuHkr 


Neie  prefented  from  the  Ambaffador  rf  the  Ottomam  Porte ^  refpe^ing 
4be  Occupancy  of  DalmatU  and  IJiria  by  the  Imperial  Troops. 

Ctizen  DireAors, 

npHE  unexpe^ed  occupancy  by  the  Auftrian  troops,  of  lilria 
and  Daimatia,  the  Reports. circulated  that  \i\&  Imperial  Ma- 
jefiy  pfopo(ps  to.fpaintain  .ninifelf  in  the  pofleflion  of  thefc  pro- 
vinces, wjll  not  fufF^rthe  Ottoman , Porte  to  remain  indi^Terent  oS 
to  the  future  (lafe  of  a  country  fo  near  to  its  dominions,  and 
belongpQg  to  an  ancient  republic,  its  faithful  friend  and  ally*  The 
.aoibairador  of  the  Ottoman  I^orte  finds  himfelif  obliged  to  explain 
to  the  ,Diredory  his  fentiments  on  ^n  obje^  which  the  interefts 
of  his  court,  and  the  friendfhip  fi^bfiAing  between  it  and  the 
French  republic,  require  to  he  taken  into  ferious  confideration. 
The  ^mbaflTador^is  far  from  believing,  that  the  above-mentioned 
•occupancy  co4ild  have  been  made  by  the  filent  or  explicit  confellt 
of  the  general  in  cfiief  Buonaparte  \  and  he  is  firmly  perfuaded^ 
,that  that  iiliifirious  general  muft  have  feen  with  difplcafui;e  a 
proceeding  fo  arbitrary,  and  fo  contrary  to  the  intprefl;s  of  the 

Ottosum  I^oxtcj  as  well  as  to  thqC;  of  the  F.i^enqh  mt^n,  tvi 
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whofe  name'he  commands  the  armies  of  Icaiy.  The  ambaflador 
knew  how  to  appreciate  as  highly  as  he  ought  the  loyalty  of  the 
Frcnch^  nation.  'He  knows  that,  cbn(lant  to  the  principles  of 
real  friendfhipy  it  could  not  fail  to  remark  the  firmnefs  which 
the  Porte  has  (howni  iince  the  firft  moments  of  the  political  xe» 
generation  of  France,  to  remain  its  faithful  ally,  and  how  much 
the  influence  of  i^s  fovereign  on  the  powers  of  Barbary  has  con- 
tributed towards  provifioning  the  French  fouthern  proVinccSt 
in  circumftanccs  the  moft  critical.  The  French  nation  is  too 
dear  to  its  heart  for  it  to  believe^  that  in  the  moment  of  negoti- 
ation for  peace,  and  when  it  is  about  to  rcftore  tranquilUty  to 
Europe,  the  French  government  would  confcnt  that  the  above 
provinces  ihould  remain  under  the  power  of  Auftria.  The  am- 
bafTador  cannot  think  but  the  Executive  Directory  will  employ 
all  means,  and  even  the  force  of  arms,  to  oblige  the  Emperor  to 
relinquifh  them.  *^ 

The  ties  of  ftridl  amity  and  alliance  which  unite  the  Ottoman 
Porte  to  the  French  nation,  require  that  the  Direflory  ihould 
life  all  its  efforts  to  that  effefl.     This  affair  is  of  fuch  importance, 
that  the  utmbit  precautions  are  necelTary  to  prevent  the  grievous 
confequences  that  might  refult  from  the  contrary.    It  is  a  com- 
mon intereih     If  lilria  and  Dalmatia  be  granted  to  the  Empe- 
ror, there  can  be  no  donbi  but,  become  mafter  of  thofe  naval 
forces  which  1)elonged  to  a  peaceful  republic,  he  will  rife  to  the 
rank  of  a  maritime  power,  and  acquire  means  terrible  and  pcr- 
feftly  difaftrous  to  the  Ottoman  empire.     This  alliance  with 
Ruflia  and  England,  whofe  known  defigns  are  to  drive  the  Sublime 
Porte,  if  poffible,  from  the  European  provinces,  will  acquire  a 
ftrength  to  which   it  will  not  be  eafy  to  oppofe  fufficient  obfla- 
cles.     The  Black  Sea  will  be  open  to  the  Ruffian  fleets,  and  the 
Adriatic  Sea  tb-thdfcof  the  Emperor.     If  he  remains  mafter  of 
Dalmatia,  to  ^hich'  #ill  neceflarily  1)e  united  the  republic  of 
Ragufa  and  Albaniisl', 'Bbfnia  wMlbe  entirely  uncovered,  and  mufl 
yield  to  the  firfl  fhock,  becaufe  it  is'deflitute  of  fortrefTes,  and 
would"  be  furroiinded  everywhere,  but  on  the  eafl:,  by  the  Auf- 
trian  countries.  "Epirus,  Macedonia;  and  the  other  countries  as 
far  as  the  Morear,  \rould  run  the  fame  rifk.     The  commerce  of 
the  French  would  be  annihilated  in  the  Levant,  fincethe  pro- 
ductions and  merchandifes  of  Hungary,  Dalmatia,  and  Germany, 
could  be  more  cafily  and  fpeedily  embarked  and  cortveyed,  by  a 
fhorter   paffage,   than,  thofe  coming  from   the   Mediterranean. 
This  fhort'  expofition  will  no'dotibt  offer  ample  materiials  for  the 
refleftiorw  of  thb  Direfdory,  and  it  will  have  no  diflficulty  to  con- 
vince itfelf,'  that  'the  glory  and  interefts  of  France  require  them 
to  take  decifiv^  and  efficacious  meafures.     The   French  republic 
willfhow  the  falfne  loyalty  and  coriflancy  that  it  has  always  done 
towards  its  ally  the  Grand  Seignior.     Firm  in  its  fentimcnts,  it 

will 
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tnU  not  fuffer  itfclf  to  be  the  caufc  of  injury  to  4  ftaie,'  whicfi* 
on  ill  occafions,  and  in  moments  of  the  grcatcft  efntxarraflTment, 
knew  how  to  refill  the  intrigues  and  infinuations  of  its  enemies. 
The  irobaflador,  fully  convinced  that  fuch  are  the  fentimentt 
irfcicli  guide  the  Executive  Dire<itory,  expedVs  (hortly  to  fee  the 
faipfiy  eflFe6ts  of  them  :  it  will  be  to  him  the  higheil  fatisfadion 
tobesMeto  tranfoiit  to  the  Sublime  Porte  alfurances  to  that 
purpole. 


Prodamaiim  rf  the  Executive  Diretlory  to  the  French  PeopJe^  ^tb 

BrumairCf  6th  rear  f^bth   OSioter)^ 

Citizens, 

THE  proclaniation  of  the  fourth  complementary  day,  the  fifth 
year,  had  for  its  objcd  to  p:u  the  French  armies  in  a  condt- 
tion  to  march  on  the  I5tb  V'ciio«'mijirc. 

The  defenders  of  the  country  have  heard  the  voice  of  the  Exe- 
culive  Dire£lory  ;  on  all  fides  they  rejoined  their  rcfpedlive  ar- 
mies, and  the  mioifter  of  war  has  given  in  on  this  head  the 
mott  falisfadory  accounts.  By  this  gcnerou.^  ardour,  by  this  ea- 
gemeb  to  maintain  liberty,  we  h^vc  rccognifed  the  men  of 
France. 

Their  warlike  countenance  has  already  overthrown  the  obftacle 
which  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  fo  longpppofed  to  the  concluflon 
of  peace  with  the  Emperor.  At  the  fight  of  your  attitude,  Auf- 
tria  returned  to  her  real  interefls,  and  on  the  26th  of  lad  Vende- 
miatre  the  treaty,  fufpended  for  more  than  fix  months,  was  figned 
at  San  Formio,  near  Udina,  between  the  general  in  chief  Buona^ 
parte,  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  repuhh'c,  and  four  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  Emperor,  King  of  Himgary  and  Bohemia.  Yoii 
will  learn  with  pleafurc,  that  fevera!  millions  of  men  arc  redored 
to  liberty^  and  that  the-  French  nation  is  the  bencfafirefs  of  the 
people. 

Yet  this  is  not  all.  To  fL-ttle  the  peace  of  the  Empire,  a  con- 
grefs  IS  to  be  aiTembled.  Citizens,  every  thing  prefages  that  you 
will  ia  a  little  while  gather  the  fruit  of  fo  many  facrihces.  '1  he 
peace  of  the  continent  will  foon  be  fixed  upon  eternal  bafes* 

It  only  remains  for  you  to  punifh  the  perfidy  of  that  cabinet  of 
London,  which  dill  blinds  courts  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make 
them  the  (laves  of  her  maritime  tyranny,  and  which  deceives  the 
Englifli  themfelves,  by  extorting  from  them  the  means  of  pro- 
longing upon  the  ocean  the  calamities  of  war,  the  effufion  of 
human  blcxxl,  the  deftrudlion  of  commerce,  and  alf  the  horrors 
that  it  trades  in  and  pays,  but  which  mud  foon  fall  alone  upon 
her.  It  is  at  London  that  the  mifcrics  of  Europe  are  fabricated  : 
it  is  there  that  we  muft  put  an  end  to  them. 

Citizens^ 
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Citizens,  under  thefe  circum (lances,  you  fee  near  at  hand  the 
|>tr)od  of  thofe  military  efibrts  which  the  government  expeft  ftill 
from  French  valout- ;  but  until  the  near  approach  of  that  moment 
in  which  this  obje£l  may  be  fulfilled,  take  care  not  to  lay  down 
ihe  arms  which  render  you  fo  terrible  to  the  enemies  of  your  io« 
dependence  ;  take  care  not  to  liften  to  the  perfidious  machinftioAs 
of  thofe  who  would  render  the  eiFe£)s  of  your  triumphs  ouIL 
They  wilf  repeat  to  you,  that  peace  being  made,  you  ou^f  lo 
haflen  to  return  to  your  homes.  Yes,  without  doubt  the  Direc-- 
tory  have  jufl  figned  for  you  a  peace  ;  but  to  enjoy  ita  bleffings  . 
Vit  muft  con.plete  our  work,  enfure  the  execution  of  the  tr^9Mr. 
concluded  between  France  and  the  Emperor,  decide  fpcedily  thofe 
to  be  concluded  with  the  Empire,  crown  at  length  your  exploits 
by  an  invajion  of  that  ijland^  whither  your  anccftors  carried  Uaveijr 
under  William  the  Conqueror,  and  bring  back  thither,  ^n  thie 
contrary,  the  genius  of  liberty,  which  mud  land..'.thq:e  4t  tnt 
fame  time  with  the  French. 

Citizens,  be  alfured  that  the  government  deCre  to  acceUvaM? 
the  happy  moment,  in  which,  in  concert  with  the  legiflaiivc  ihodyi^ 
they  fliall  be  able  to  reduce  the  armies  to  a  peace  eftabliflimont^ 
reward  the  heroes  who  compofe  them;  and,  after  havii9igxciDfi> 
crated  their  valour  by  monuments  and  fetes  worthy  .of  tnoir  .tsi* 
umphs,  circulate  throughout  all  their  cantons  the  true  repvUicait 
fpirit,  with  which  the  armies  have  been  conflantly  animated*  by 
fending  back  to  their  homes  all  fuch  of  the  defenders  as  (hall  have 
a  right  to  return  to  them. 

But  you  ihall  judge  of  it  yourfelves — the  hour  is  not  come-* 
yetii  few  moments  more,  and  the  French  republic,  triumpltta^ 
confirmed,  and  •every  where  recognifed,  (hall  enjoy  ihe  .rcpoiCfe 
ivbicb  Qie  will  procure  forJhe  world. 


Decree  tf  the  Etcecutive  Direitcryy  ^ih  Srumaire  ('Ath  0&^r)% 

the  6th  rear. 

'JpHE  Executive  Direflory  refolves  as  follows : 
-*-    !•  There  fliall  be  alTembled,  without  delay,  upon  the  coafU 
of  tb.e  ocean,  an  army,  which  (hall  take  the  name  of  the  Army 
pf;^ngland« 

2.  Citizen  general  Buonaparte  is  appointed  general  in  chief  of  . 
^)iat  larmy.       It  (hall   be  provifionally  commaoded  iby  citizen 
I^raix,  ;4e!ie4:al  of  divifion,  who,  for  that  piupofe^  0iall  imme- 
idiately,  repair  to  Rennes. 

3»  The  minifter  of  war  is  cha^g^  with  the  execution  of  the 
prcfeflit  arret,  which  (hall  be  inCertcd  in  the  Bulletin  des  Lois* 
(SignedJ        Reveillieue  L^paux,^  .PreCdent« 

LAGAiUiJ:-!  Sec.  Ueo. 

S^uifjlance 
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St^Unce  of  the  Speech  tf  Cttizin  M$nge  en  pnfenttng  tlje  Treaty 
fif  PiO€e  tetxvetn  the  Emperor  and  the  French  Republic  to  the  Di^ 
nOify,  on  iba  loib  Brumaire  (yjl  Otlober), 

17W  hive  n^  yet  arrived.  Citizens  DireSors,  at  the  condtx* 
^  fall  of  yout  labours.  A  new  career,  perhaps  ftill  more 
jbtiotts^  opens  td  vour  view. 

The  lib(My  of  6reece  was  unable  to  refift  the  treafiires  of  the 
kitigof  %  pttrjr  nation,  fcarcely  emerged  from  her  bafenefs.  The 
BMb  6f  corrtlption  poflefled  by  the  tyrants  of  India  are  much 
nimetfenlive  than  thofe  of  the  King  of  Macedon.  For  a  much 
hn|jer  period  hMs  the  government  of  England  fuccefsfully  em« 
f%Hf  fhat  inftriimenf  which  has  fo  much  difgraced  it ;  and  what- 
'ef^hebar  Tirtties,  it  would  be  prefurdptuotis  to  believe  that  we 
ateMscomipCibie  than  the  citizens  of  Sparta  or  Athens.  The 
EmUb  gtvemment  and  the  French  republic  cannot  therefore  exift  to^ 
ptler! 

Yoa  hare  fyoktn^  and  already  our  terrible  brigades  begin  to 
bUMifli  their  vifldrious  fwords,  dnd  Scipio  is  at  their  head. 

Did  I  jpbflefs  in  my  country  that  authority  with  which  his  fig- 
uipitriocki  fervicesand  brilliant  virtues  invefted  Cato  at  Rome, 
I  ftouM,  lioHvithfhindingy  fay  to  the  firft  magidrates  of  the  re- 
piiMic— ^ 

'*  Deftroj  a  goveitiment  which  has  corrupted  the  morals  of  the 
wMe  world  ;  but  prefcrve  a  people  to  whom' Europe  is  indebted 
far  a  great  part  of  its  knowledge. 

"  Do  not  opprefs  a  people  who  have  given  Newton  to  the 
worM— a  people  refpe^able  for  their  perhaps  unparalleled  patri« 
otifm,  and  worthy  of  a  better  government.  Elevate  the  goVerrt- 
mcnt  to  the  dignity  of  the  people  :  perfcft  that  liberty  Which 
they  idolize,  and  reftore  them  to  the  free  excrcife  of  their  natural 
virtues.  Let  the  Englifh  nation  continue  to  exift  with  glory — 
Let  it  be  the  rival  of  the  French  nation  ;  but  let  the  emulation  of 
the  two  countries  be  to  contribute  to  the  progrefs  of  knowledge, 
and  to  the  perfe£lion  of  the  human  mind  ;  and  may  there  be  no 
other  rivaldiip  between  us  than  for  the  happinefs  of  the  world!** 


Spuch  ef  Citizen  Reveilltere  Lepaux^  Prefident  of  the  Direiiorfy  to 

Citizens  Berthier  and  Atonge. 

GLORIOUS  for  the  republic  are  thofc  days  whereon  the  cry 
of  vifiory  inceflantly  refounds  in  this  hall.  Delightful  is  that 
moment  when  the  voice  of  peace  is  heard,  particularly  when  it  is 
focceed^  by  confcquences  equally  beneficial  and  brilliant.  What 
a  concatenation  6f  marvellous  events  have  occurred  tlnce  the  pe- 
riod when  reafon  firft  called  us  to  declare  our  independence,  until 
the  moment  when  peace  is  about  to  fix  its  feal  to  the  revolution! 

Powciful 
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Powerful  genius  of  liberty,  it  is  thou  alone  who  canft  bring  to 
light  fuch  unheard-of  eVcms,  fuch  heroic  deeds,  and  fuch  extra- 
ordinary heroes.-  Thou  alone  canft  create,  as  by  enchant rtieiit, 
fo  many  philofophers,  orator?,  legiflaiors,  ftatefmeil,  warriors, 
men  of  univerfal  genius,  triumphant  armies,  an  army  of  Italy,  9 

Buonaparte! Happy    France,    forget   pad    woes  .which   no 

longer  exift,  in  order  to  occupy  thyfclf  with  thcfuturc  profpeft- 
of  happinefs  and  glory  that  awaits  thee  !  enjoy  the  fruit  of  thy^ 
conqueds.     Thou  mayed  contemplate  them  with  a  legifimate; 
pride*     The  effe^l  of  thofe  conqucfls  will  .rK)t  only  be  that  oft 
prcfcrving  liberty  to  all  who  are  free,  but  wjll  alfo  call  vaft  re- 
gions and  numerous  populations  to  liberty  ;  and  that,  liberty  will 
i>ot  be  fuUied  by  the  bloody  hand  of  fadion.     Its  birth  will  bcT' 
aflured  by  the  reign  of  the  laws,   by' wife  afid  vigorous  inftitu* 
tions.     In  the  mean  time,  France,  before  thou  abandoned  thyfelf 
to  rcpofe,  turn   thy  attention  towards  England.     There  exifit- 
there  certainly  a  nation  famed  for  it^  generous  difpofition,  but  it* 
government  is  odious*     After  ufurping  the  empire  of  ^he  fe^,  it 
has  covered  the  globe  with  its  crimes.      In  Ada  the  third  of  gold 
has  rendered  its  power  more  terrible  than  death  itfelf.    In  Europe 
and  America  it  has  every  where  fpread  venality. .    It  has  diflemi- 
Hated  corruption  in  torrents,  and  it  overawes,  with  a  haughtinefs 
the  mod  infulting,  thofe  governments  which  it  has  corrupted  and 
degraded.     In  fine,  it  has  been  the  artifan  of  our  civil  difcords. 
Unable  to  dcdroy  our  liberty  by  the  coalition,  of  which  it  was 
the  author,  it  has  contaminated  it  by  horrible  profcriptions.  It  has 
given  birth  to  La  Vendee.     It  is  againd  that  fpot,  republican  fol- 
diers,  that  your  lad  blows  are  to  be  dheSied,     But  on  this  happy 
day  let  us  think  only  of  the  rcpofe  which  France  is  about  to  give 
to  the  continent  of  Europe.     Let  us  folely  ab::ndon  ourfelves  to 
fentimcnts  of  joy  and  gratitude.     Brave  defenders  of  your  coun-  r 
try  ;  and  ye  youthful  heroes,  who  burn  to  (how  yourfclves  equally 
worthy   in  martial  detds,  politics,  and  philofophy,  enjoy  with 
delight  the  gratitude  of  the  nation.     I  am  tenacious  of  leflening  • 
the  number  and  greatnefs  of  your  fervices,  by  feeming  to  retrace 
them.     It  is  hidory  to  whom  this  glorious  taft  belongs. — It  is  to 
the  graver,  the  painter,  the  fculptor,  the  archiiedl,  to  raife  monu- 
ments confecrated  to  memory.     To  poetry  it  belongs  to  celebrate 
them  by  immortal  fongs.     In  fine,  thefe  are  the  people  to  whom 
you  have  given    liberty — the  republics  you   have  founded  ;  the 
inaderpieces  of  art  with  which  you  have  ornamented  your  coun- 
try ;  the  animals,  the  ufefiil  plants,  the  inventions  of  every  de- 
fcription  with  which  you  have  enriched  it ;  the  precious  colleo> 
tions  of  the  produdions  of  nature  and  art  which  furnidi  abundant 
fubjc6ls  of  meditation  to  our  philofophers,  and  frelli  models  to 
our  artids  ;  thcfc  are,  in  a  word,  all  the  fruits  of  your  viftories, 
which  will  iranfmit  to  poflerity  the  remembrance  of  what  you 
1  havdf 
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>iavc  been,  and  what  you  have  done.  You,  General  Berthier, 
and  you.  Citizen  Monge,  will  receive  in  particular  the  tefti- 
rnonles  of  efteein  which  arc  due  to  you.  I  felicitate  myfelf  in- 
finitely upon  being  the  organ  of  them.  The  choice  which  the 
hero  of  Italy  has  made  of  the  two  perfons  charged  to  announce 
peace  to  us,  is  a  trait  charafteriftic  of  him*  The  one  is  in  fa6l 
one  of  thofe  generals  who,  by  their  talents,  their  adivity,  and 
their  courage,  ha\*e  allied  themfelves  to  all  his  triumphs  ;  the 
jotber  is  a  member  of  that  learned  committee  which,  in  the  eyes 
of  all  ftaly,  made  tiic  French  republic  refpeftcd  by  the  virtues 
t:^  thofe  who  compofe  it,  and  their  ardent  and  animated  love  of 
liberty,  as  well  as  by  the  vaft  extent  oi  their  knowledge  and  the 
purity  of  their  tafte.  Happy  alliance  of  ftrcngth  and  wifdom, 
mayft  thou, for  the  happinefs  of  France,  never  be  deftioyed  !  It  is 
Aou  who  affureft  to  nations  the  two  mod  defirablc  benefits — liberty 
and  peace.  Receive,  citizens,  in  the  name  of  all  thofe  who  have 
ably  ferved  the  republic,  no  matter  in  what  capacity,  our  fra- 
ternal embraces ;  they  are  the  aifured  prefages  of  that  union 
ivhich  fliould  ever  reign  among  all  Frenchman,  yivelafaix! 
five  la  republi^ue! 


Refrt  hy  Roffee^  Deputy  from  the  Department  of  the  Upper  Rhine, 
an  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  the 
Ffench  Republic. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

ClX  years  have  pafTed  away,  during  which  the  mod  undaunted 
^  minds  could  not  avoid  feeling  fome  anxiety  at  feeing  all  Eu- 
rope rife  in  a  mafs  againft  France,  while  ihe  was  dldraded  by 
powerful  parties,  and  more  terribly  agitated  than  the  waves  that 
dafii  againil  her  coafl.  For  fix  years  ^France  was  armed,  without 
auxiliaries,  and  without  a  government ;  but  fhe  (till  poirtlfgd  a 
fertile  foil,  the  courage  of  the  men  who  inhabit  it,  .n.'id  that 
creative  genius  which  alone  knew  how  to  call  forth,  even  in  a 
ftate  of  financial  diftrefs,  thofe  means  and  thai  energy  which 
were  capable  of  refilling  the  league  of  kings.  Our  enemies  be- 
lieved that  liberty  would  annihilate  our  refources,  and  it  increafed 
tliem  a  hundred  fold.  The  republic,  all  in  arms,  rulhed  forth 
into  the  invaded  plains  of  Champagne  ;  while  the  monarchy, 
difmayed  by  the  ^rQJedl  of  the  enemy,  would  have  abjedly  in- 
voked the  clemency  of  the  conqueror.  Political  order  has  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  revolution  which  our  ancient  inftitutions  expe- 
rienced. A  new  world  prefents  iifelf,  and  is  expofed  to  the  view 
of  our  contemporaries :  aftoniflicd  to  behold  us  now  the  arbiters 
of  the  univerfe,  and  the  regulators  of  the  deftinies  of  Eun^^e, 
the  efforts  pf  thought  foUow  Howly'tbe  events  of  out  xe\o\u\\oxv^ 
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vfhilfi  admiration  of  the  prodigies  performed  by  our  heroes  excited, 
in  all  enlightened  minds,  only  one  wift,  that  of  being  free  and 
republican.  The  bold  inhabitants  of  the  mountains  of  Switzer- 
land, the  induftrious  Batavians,  and  the  obftinate  Americans^ 
broke  the  yokes  which  were  impofed  upon  them.  More  for- 
tunate,  we  have  fpread  the  bleflings  of  independence  oyer  th^ 
nations  which  furround  us.  After  fix  years  of  war,  whlcb 
feemed  to  prefage  that  glorious  fall  which  a  people  prepare  for 
thcmfclves  who  prefer  difpcrfion  and  death  to  (hamc  and  feivir 
tudc,  we  have  not  bargained  with  our  enemies,  we  have  nol 
treated  for  our  difputed  independence,  nor  facrificed  our  dignity 
to  our  prefervation  ;  bqt,  in  extending  the  bounds  of  our  terri- 
tory, and  enlarging  the  limits  of  a  nation  which  we  have  created, 
we  difplay  in  our  treaties  the  generoilty  of  a  powerful  and  mag- 
uaniipous  ally,  and  the  pretenfions  of  a  ftate  which  polfeflei 
acknowledged  and  venerated  rights.  The  French  republic  doc^i 
rot,  in  her  negotiations,  alTlimc  the  tone  or  the  altitude  of  a 
ftate  which  has  juit  appeared  on  the  theatre  of  the  world  ;  it  e;^-^ 
hibits  at  once  the  maturity  of  age  and  the  vigour  of  youth  ;  i( 
refembles  thofc  celeftial  bodies,  which,  though  only  difcovered 
yefterday,  claim  an  antiquity  equal  to  the  planets,  which  man 
has,  from  time  immemorial,  been  accuftomed  to  behold  in  the 
firmament.  Let  us  commence  by  inveftigating  the  general  con- 
fcquences  which  muft  refult  from  this  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
Emperor,  before  we  proceed  to  examine  in  detail  its  particular 
advantages.  Permit  me,  citizens  colleagues,  to  bring  to  your 
TCCoUeflion  the  laft  remarkable  event  in  the  annals  of  <hc  world, 
and  which  flill  has  a  fubfidiary  influence  in  regulating  the  affair^ 
of  Europe.  You  will  have  forefecn  that  I  allude  to  the  famous 
treaty  of  Wcflphalia.  Religion,  lending  its  illufions  and  its 
fanaticifm  to  the  people  of  Germany,  afforded  to  the  priefls  and 
the  princes  the  means  of  ambition.  The  multitude,  intoxicated 
by  the  filtres  which  the  church  and  the  throne  prepared  for  them, 
became  the  eafy  inftruments  of  both  ;  a  long  and  cruel  war, 
the  pretext  of  which  excited  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  and 
favoured  the  views  of  thofe  who  deceived  them,  extinguifhed 
jtfelf  in  the  blood  of  man,  changed  the  centre  of  political  gra- 
vity, and  the  balance  of  the  power  of  Europe.  The  inierefts  of 
princes  aifumed  a  religious  afpedl  ;  the  Protcftant  intereft  and 
the  Catholic  intereft  became  diplomatic  expreflions,  which  a 
change  of  territorial  limits  rendered  diilindt  ;  and  real  humanity 
had  then  no  profj>e6l  of  fuccefs.  The  yoke  remained  fixed  on 
the  bended  head  of  man.  Fanaticifm,  in  lofmg  its  power,  left 
to  its  companion  Ambition  all  the  fplendour  of  pre-eminence. 
Religion  returned  to  the  obfcurity  of  the  clcjfters,  and  the  inte- 
refts  of  princes  were  difplayed  alone  on  the  throne.  France  was 
engaged  in  the  war  which  preqeded  thi^  treaty  ^  flip  acquired  the 
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IbveRigmyof  Mctz,  Toul,  Verdun,  and  the  tT^o  Alfaccs.    Such 
^iftR  the  fruits  of  a  war  of  thirty  years.     If  we  compare  thefe 
iTidemnifications  with  thofe  we  have  already  obtained,  and  thofe 
vkich  are  now  oiFered  to  us,  and,  in  making  this  comparifon, 
dKmttc  the  lime  which  has  elapfed  during  the  war  of  frcedonu 
j«u  will  be  convinced,  citizens  colleagues,  that  under  the  an- 
d«m  legimen  we  (hould  have  had  to  continue  the  war  for  two 
age<,  to  procure  what  the  canfpaigns  of  liberty  have  conquered 
in  fix  years.     But  we  ought  not  to  lofe  fight  of  the  objeft  which 
I  have  pmpofed  to  fubmit  to  your  confideration.     The  rcfiilt  of 
this  ihiny  years  war  was  another  combination  of  powers,-  ftrug- 
gling  imceafmgly  to  obtain  an  equilibrium   which   Continually 
fled  from  the  grafp  of  the  ambitious  potentates  of  Europe.    After 
the  peace  all  things  remained  in  that  fiiuation,  fo  diftrefling  fof 
huxanity,  in  which  they  flood  before  the  commencement  of  the 
uar.    Pretentions  which  had  changed  into  new  hands,  and  which 
were  brought    forward    uhder  new  names,    were   ncit  the  left 
haughty.    The  Pioteftant  party,  as  well  as  the  Catholic  party, 
was  defirous  of  making  conquells ;  blood  was  flill  dcdined  to 
flow  for  the  aggrandizement  of  fome  families ;  and  if  an  accident 
altered  the  topography  of  a  (late,  the  monarch  changed  with  it 
his  denomination  and  his  party.     The  peace  which  fucceeds  to 
the  exploits  of  our  armies — that  general  pacification  which  Eu- 
rope is  a?  laft  about  to  enjoy,  will  imprint  upon  its  populatiom 
two  diflind  and  ineffaceable  charaders  : — the  republican  intercft 
on  the  cne  hand,    and  the  monarchical  interclt   on   the   other, 
rpring  at  once  from  the  terrible  (hock  which  this  quarter  of  the 
globe  has  experienced.     Each  has  two  objefls — its  prefervation 
and  its  preponderance.     In  watching  anxiotilly  over  the  main- 
tenance of  their  power,  and  the  duration  of  their  exigence,  both 
mult  feel  the  imminent  danger  of   neighbourhood  and  rivalry. 
The  men  whom  thefe  interefts  divide  arc  linked  to  them  by  thel 
fameftrongafFeftion  that  iirgesthe  individual  to  the  prefervation  of 
his  life.    Thus,  before  either  republics  or  monarchies  can  think 
cf  their  aggrandizement,  they  ninft  have  nothing  to  fear  for  their 
independence.      Our   revolution    is    extended  over  both   hemi- 
rpheres ;  it   fubmits  cabinets  to  new  combinations;  and  king'?, 
who  for  fome  time  mull  be  occupied  with  the  care  of  defending 
their  thrones,  will  undertake  with  lefs  levity  wars,  the  termina- 
tion of  which  mud  neceffarily  (horten  the  period  of  their  politi- 
cal exiftence.     Wc  may  live  in  good  nei.;;hbourhood  with  kings, 
but  we  can  expect  fidelity  in  our  political  connexions  only  from 
nations  which  are  free.     The  peace  of  the  6th  year  muft,  there- 
f'^rc,  have  a  moft  powerful  influence  on  the  de'Ainy  of  Europe  ; 
it  totally  fubverts  its  ancient  policy,  and  changes  the  nature  of 
ali  its  former  relations.     Let  us  now  examine  what  addition  the 
'«aty  v^iih  the  Emperor-King  makes  to  our  territorial,  military. 
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and  commercial  refources.     In  the  firft  place,    wc  unite,    by 
pofitive  agreement,  to  our  ancient  territory,  the  Auftrian  Low 
Countries,  with  all  their  dependencies.     The  extent,  the  fertility, 
and*  population  of  this  conceOion,  are  too  well  known  to  require 
my  expatiating  on  the  importance  of  that  addition  of  territory^  - 
force,  and  commercial  produ£Uons«     Our  line  of  defence  on  the 
fide  of  the  German  empire  is  reduced  to  one  half;  and  a  triple 
row  of  fortified  places,  without  vientioning  their  natural  defence^ 
i¥Ould  add  to  our  fecurity,  if  the  courage  of  our  fellow-citizens 
"Were  not  fuperior  to  the  advantages  of  art  and  of  nature;     This 
line  of  defence,  reduced,  as  1  have  juft  faid,  to  one  half  its  for- 
iner  extent,  is  flanked  at  the  one  extremity  by  the  Swifs,  our 
conftant  and  pacific  allies  ;  and  on  the  other  by  the  Bataviai^ 
republic,  which  the  interell  of  its  inhabitants  attaches  to  our- 
political  cxiftcnce.     We  (hall  acc^uire  citizens  whom  nature  has 
attached  to  every  fpecies  of  induftry  by  the  attraftion  of  profit^ 
the  near  profpedl  of  which  would  put  the  moft  indolent  in  mo- 
tion, and  which  are  now  become  ftill  more  attraflive  by  the  free 
navigation    of  the  Scheldt.      The  port  of  Oftend  extends  the 
line  of  countervail  at  ion  that  the  perfidy  of  the  Englilh  govern* 
mcnt  forces  us  to  trace  oppofite  to  its  territory.     In  Italy,  the 
chain  of  idands  which  border  the  coafts  of  Lower  Albania,  of 
the  Livadia  and  the  Morca,  offer  to  our  navy  nurferies  of  fea* 
men,    and  to  our  manufadlurcs  a  market  and  articles  of    ex- 
change.    Thefe  precious  colonies  promife  to  us  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mediterranean  and   ihc   Adriatic  fca,  the   entrance 
to  which  wc  already  pofTefs.     They  afTure  to  us  the  Levant  trade>. 
and  will  a<^,  in  r^fpccl  to  our  commerce  in  general,  as  an  exa£k 
balancC'triakcKy  who  will  cftablifli  the  equilibrium  of  competition 
that  Englifh  cupidity  has  deftroycd.     But  when  I  prefent  to  you 
the  pifture  of  our  new  acquifiiionson  thecoaRs  of  that  Greece, 
to  which  the  immortal  names  of  thofe  heroes  for  whom  (he  was 
indebted  to  the  Genius  of  Liberty  even  at  this  day  give  luftre,  it 
is  necelfary  that  I   fhould  fliow  you  the  map  of  that  new  re- 
public   which    its  fate  has  attached  to  tliat  of  the   French   re- 
public, and  the  ft  ate  of  the  Emperor's  new   poflTeftions  on  the 
borders  of  the  (iulf  of  Venice.     The  Cifalpiue  republic  com- 
prehenJs  Vi-hat  was  formerly  called  Auftrian  Lombardy,  the  ter- 
ritories of    Bergamo   and   Cremona,    the   town  and  fortrefs  of 
Mantua,  with  iis  territory,  Pefchiara,  part  of  the  ci-devant  Vene- 
tian ftate?,  the  territory   of  Modcna,  the  principality  of  MafTa 
and  Carrara^    and  the  tiirce   legations  of  Bologna,  of  Ferrara». 
and  Romagna.     The  line  of  demarkation  which  feparates  this 
republic  from  the  Emperor's  dominmns,  appears  to  have  been 
traced  in  the  front  of  the  camp  of  an  army  preparing  to  march- 
Dgainft  the  enemy.     The  frontier  of  the  Cifalpines  is  a  true 
put^allel.    On  tkc  fide  of  tJjc  Adriatic  fea,  nearly  thirty  leagues. 
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of  ooaft  fornifli  the  navy  of  this  new  ftate  with  ftich  means  of 
4e{tnoe  as  will  be  fufBcient  for  this*  ally  of  France,  againft  the 
Qolf  enemy  by  which  it  can  be  attacked.     If  we  confidcr,  in  a 
geonetrical  point  of  view,  the  new  poiTeflions  of  the  Emperory 
we  might  perhaps  be  led  to  imagine^  that,  after  an  uninterrupted 
feries  of  defeats,  this  monarch  has  reafon  to  be  fatisfied ;  but, 
dtizens*  colleagues,  an  extent  of  territory,  without  cultivation, 
nHthoQt  inhabitants,  or  at  lead  very  thinly  peopled,  and  wii;hout 
manufadures,  ought  not  to  be  put  in  comparifon  with  even  a  far 
isferior  furface,  where  fertility  of  foil,  population,  induftry,  and 
military  ftrength,  are  found  united.     The  acquifition  of  popula- 
tion, 10  a  moral  and  political  point  of  view,  equally  engages  our 
attentioB.     If  the  Emperor  be  in  poflefiion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Iftrta  and  Dalmatia  ;  if  he  can  drag  them  trembling  to  battle  ; 
the  French  republic,   more  happy,  can  oppofe  to  him  republi- 
cans who  were  formerly  his  fubjeds.-    The  geographical  poTition 
of  the  Cifalpine  republic,  and  its  invariable  interefts,  leave  it 
no  choice  as  to  its  allies  and  its  enemies.     It  appeared,  then,  ne- 
cediry  to  give  the  Emperor  a  few  foldiers,  when  we  placed  on 
his  frontiers  a  brave  and  reftlefs  rival.     The  naval  eftablifhment 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  in  the  Gulf  of  Venice  ought  not  to 
alarm  the  friends  of  our  commerce;'  for  if  thefe  maritime  pof- 
feSoos  enable  the  court  of  Vienna  to  elevate  itfelf  to  the  rank 
of  thofc  powers  who  divide  the  empire  of  the  feas,  it  will  foon 
become  the  enemy  of  thofe  who  revolt  all  by  the  mod  infblent 
ambition.     But  ought  wc  to  dread  her  as  a  rival  ?  Fafts  reply  to 
the  qucdion.     England,  producing  lefs  raw  materials,  with  an 
inferior  number  of  hands,  paying  higher  wages  than  workmen 
rcceifc  in  France,  has  acquired  a  fuperioriiy  over  us  which  li- 
bcny  alone  can  deftroy.     If  England,  with  all   her  difadvan- 
tagcs,  furpalTed   us  when  we  wore  the  yoke,  Ihall  we  fear,  now 
we  are  free,  the  rivalry  of  the  fijbje6ls  of   kings?   Commerce, 
cannot  flourifh  without  liberty.     Human  induftry  always  droops 
under  the  head  of  defpotifm.     Our  imaginary  rivals,  ftill  with- 
out colonies,  weighed  down  by  the  ex i Hence  of  the  fifcal  govern- 
ment of  a  mafler,  can  never,  then,  enter   into  a  (Iruggle   with 
«s,    Perfeftly  at  eafe  with  refpe£t  to  any  injury  to  be  received 
ky  the  progrefs  of  AnOrian  induflry,  and  the  rapid  and  menacing 
creation  of  a  military  marine,  we  conceive  that  the  compenfa- 
tions  accorded  to  the   Emperor  and  King  cannot  in  any  degree 
affeQ,  I   will  not    fay  the  tranquillity  of  the   French    republic 
and  its  allies,  but  the  unfolding  of  thofe  refources,  of  that  force, 
and  of  that  induflry,  to  which  the  Genius  of  Liberty  will  give 
binh.  Citizens  colleagues,  we  have  prefentcd  to  you  the  principal 
provifions  of  the  treaty  which  is  fiibmitted  to  your  approbation. 
You  will  be  of  opinion,  no  doubt,  with  your  committee,  that  inde- 
psadently  of  the  circumftances  and  of  the  wiftics  of  our  cfnlti- 
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tueiitS)  the  republic  ought  to  be  fatisfied.  Intereft,  dignity^  cha^ 
fader^  all  are  fok'cnnly  coofecrated  in  this  treaty — immenfe  pof- 
jeffions  joined  to  our  tertUorles — conqucfts  over  which  hiimanit]! 
xejoices.  The  magnaniiijity  which  chara<9terizes  the  French 
yeople  (hows  Itfeif  in  the  limits  which  have  been  marked  out  (ot 
the  Ciialpine  republic,  hf  the  declaration  required  from  the  Em^ 
peror  that  he  acknowledges  the  Batavian  republic,  and  in  the 
cboipenfations  which  it  was  determined  he  (hould  make  to  the 
Duke  of  Modena.  We  (hall  not  proceed  to  the  particular  exa^ 
mination  of  each  article,  becaufe,  in  (lating  to  you  the  principal 
objeds  of  ihe  treaty,  we  have  combined  and  analyfed  thofe  parttf 
which  are  intimately  conne<Eled,  and  which  cannot  be  feparateljr 
dtfcuiTed.  With  refpe£l  to  fucli  articles  as  are  detached  from  the 
nrhole,  we  conceived  that  we  ought  like  wife  to  avoid  the  fatigue . 
of  giving  them  in  detail.  Thofe,  indeed,  which  are  really  fepa- 
ratc,  are,  for  the  moft  part,  mere  forms  of  ceremony,  whicH- 
you  may  have  remarked  in  the  preceding  treaties  fubmitted  to 
your  approbation,  and  which,  the  cabinets  of  Europe  hold  in  ve-^ 
neratipn^  In  refpeft  to  thofe  articles  which  may  appear  infu- 
Uted  in  the  treaty,  though  connected  with  the  fecret  conditions^ 
aa  we  are  ignorant  of  their  prccifc  relation  to  thofe  conditions,- 
■we  thought  it  would  be  wholly  ufelefs  to  enter  into  long  and  di(fi- 
cult  fpeculations  which  might  probably  lead  us  aftray,  and  whichy 
at  beft,  copld  furnifh  us  with  only  hypothetical  conjedlures. 
The  Direftory  have  already  given  too  many  proofs  of  their  foli- 
citude  for  every  thing  that  can  be  dear  to  us  as  reprefentaiives  and 
as  citizens,  to  withhold  from  them  that  confidence  which  the  fuc- 
ccfs  of  their  negotiations  requires  ihey  (hould  enjoy.  The  Di- 
TeSory,  fo  fcandaloufly  accufed  of  being  avcrfe  to  peace,  have 
now  (hown  to  France  and  the  whole  world  whether  they,  or  their 
calumniators,  have  prolonged  the  horrors  of  war.  We  will  con- 
fefs,  citizens  colleagues,  that,  on  the  firft  view,  one  of  the  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty  had  alarmed  your  committee.  Jt  is  Article  IX. 
by  which  it  is  (Hpulated,  that  the  fequeftraiion  put  upon  the  ef- 
fects of  the  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  the  ceded  countries, 
on  account  of  the  war  which  is  now  about  to  terminate,  will  be 
entirely  taken  off.  But,  after  maturely  weighing  and  deliberating 
upon  thcfc  difpofitiong,  which  are  common  to  all  the  treaties  of 
peace  which  you  have  approved,  your  committee  are  convinced 
that  they  can  have  no  relation  to  the  emigrants.  In  reality,  an 
emigrant  being  civilly  dead,  and  his  effedls  being  not  merely  fe- 
qfiedraicd,  but  by  the  fole  adi  of  his  emigration  confifcatcd  and 
efcheated  to  the  lepiibiic,  he  cannot  be  iHcIuded  in  the  number 
cither  of  inhabitants  or  proprietors.  Beiides,  that  article  men- 
tions only  the  individuals  whofe  clKcfls  have  been  fequcflrated  on 
account  of  the  war.  This  reafon,  which  mull  ha?e  principally 
applied  only  to  foreigners  poSc^cd  of  property  in  the  ceded  tcrii- 
'  torics, 
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ttMies,  is  Dot  the  fame  with  that  which  influenced  the  confifcation 
rftkcileds  of  the  eaiigrants.     Thu^,  under  any  point  of  view, 
^kncfit  of  this  difpofitjon  cannot  be  applied  to  thofe  ps^rricidesy 
Vsb  rcfpeck  to  ^'hom  France  has  converted  into  an  Irrevocable 
praicripuon  that  temporary  baniihnnent  to  which  they  wetp  cow- 
irdyand  iraitoroufly  devoted.     'I  his  article  mull  be  confidered  as, 
(kiefs  liable  to  the  interpretation  which  tor  a  moment  gave  fome 
uncaCnefs  to  your  committee,  that  no  pofitive  expreiiion  in  it 
claflics  in  the  fmalleil  degree  with  the  letter  of  the  conitiiution, 
Thisdifporition,  therefore,  muft  be  confidered  folely  as  an  am- 
neHy  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  countries,  for 
their  errors  of  opinion;  it  has  not,  and  cannot  liave,  any  other 
objed.    What  ftill  further  juftifies  the  opinion  of  your  commit- 
tee, is  the  19th  Article,  which  is  more  amply  explained.     It  is 
thert  fiid,  that  the  unalienated  property,  moveable  and  immove- 
able, cf  their  royal  highnefles  the  Archduke  Charles  and  the 
Aichduchefs  Chriftiana,  in  the  countries  ceded  to  the  French  re- 
public; that  the  property  of  the  Archduke  Ferdinand,  contained 
10  tht  territory  of  the  Cifalpine  republic,  will   be   rcftorcd  to 
thcfe  princes,  under  the  coifdition  of  felling  them  within  three 
years.    There  cannot,  therefore,  remain  the  fmalleft  doubt  ia 
r^rd  to  the  real  meaning  of  thefe  (lipulations.     This  explana- 
tion will,  doubtlefs,  be  fufficient  to  remove  every  objedlion  to  a 
treaty  which  is  on  the  whole  advantageous  and  honourable  to  the 
French  people.     Now,  not  only  does  Europe  no  longer  conteft 
its  own  fovercignty,  but  it  alfo  recognifes  that  of  the  people  to 
whom  the  French  nation  has  imparted  that  boon.     '1  hus  the 
French  people  have,  at  once,  afferted   their   own   liberty,   and 
created  that  of  others.     Citizens  colleagues,  the  number  of  our 
enemies,  formerly  fo  confiderable,  is  now  reduced  to  two — Por- 
tugal and  England.     The  firft,  in  rcfufing  to  ratify  the  treaty 
which  we  had  granted  it,  has  rather  yielded  to  the  dread  of  mili- 
tary execution  threatened  by  England,  than  to  any  fentiment  of 
pcrfonal  hatred,  or  that  of  vain  refiftance.     The  Qiieen  of  Por- 
tugal wtU  knows  that  it  is  beyond  her  power  to  alter  the  deftinies 
of  the  French  republic,  or  to  retard  their  courfe.     In  refpeft  to 
England,  we  know  which  of  the  two,  France  or  England,  has 
molt  reafon  to  dread  the  continuation   of  hollilitie?.     That  op- 
preilive  miniftry  who  retain  her  people  in  the  chains  of  infup- 
portable  fcrvitude,  and  in  the  horrors  of  a  diftrcfs  which,  is  the 
foierynner  of  bankruptcy,  fhall  feon  fee  the  free  colours  of  the 
French  nation  floating   on  her   Downs.     Btionapartc,  who  has 
brilliantly  fupported  in  Italy  the  chnraSers  of  general  and  nego- 
tiator, is  expe£led  by  the  army  of  England.     At  that  name,  rc- 
pttfentatives  of  the   people!    your  hearts  have  often  expanded 
with  hope,  and  as  often  beat  with   gratitude.     I  do  not  imagine 
that  the  cabinet  of  St.  Jacnes*s  will  ^xpofe  itfclf  to  the  invasion 
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which  menaces  its  territory.  The  valour  of  our  foldiers,  the  ta- 
lents of  our  generals,  and  the  great  number  of  the  difcontented, 
who  would  lay  open  to  us  the  road  to  London,  will  bring  back 
the  Briiiih  minifter  to  «  fyftem  more  adapted  to  the  nature  of  ex- 
ifttng  circumftances.  But  whatever  be  the  epoch  of  a  general 
peace,  let  us  haften  to  prove,  by  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Emperor,  that  we  lay  down  with  pleafure  thofc  arms 
which  we  were  con\pelled  to  take  up. 


-^mA. 


Speech  of  fie  Minijier  of  Marine  to  Mr*  Swtnhume^  the  Commiffarj 
for  EngUJfj  Pr  if  oner 5  at  Paris ,  on  his  Audience  of  Leave. 

Sir, 

T  AM  as  fenfibly  affeSed  as  my  colleagues,  at  not  being  able  to 
•*■  terminate  with  you  an  operation  that  you  have  fo  well  beguuj^ 
and  which  has  acquired  for  ryou  claims  to  the  eftecm  of  the  true 
friends  of  humanity.  You  have  proved  by  your  condudt  and 
your  proceedings,  that  the  war  which  divides  two  nations,  made 
toeiteem  each  other^  cannot  diminifh  in  your  mind  the  necedity 
of  cherifhing  men,  and  of  affiding  the  unhappy.  Accept  my 
thanks :  I  entreat  you  to  accept  them,  both  as  citizen  and  as  mi- 
iwfter.  I  fincercly  hope,  that  upon  your  return  to  London,  you 
will  triumph  over  your  enemies,  and  that  your  government  will 
give  you  their  confidence.  It  is  for  the  caufc  of  humanity  that  I 
form  this  wi(h.  Sir,  you  carry  with  you  our  regret:  and  if  the 
efleem  of  men,  whofe  principles  you  have  been  able  to  appre- 
ciate, can  be  any  indemnity  to  you,  you  may  rely  upon  mine 
and  that  of  my  colleagues,  whofe  organ  1  am  pleafed  with 
being. 

-  I 

Frederick  William  the  Thirds  by  the  Grace  of  God^  King  of  Pruffia^ 
Margrave  of  Brandcnburgh y  Antichamherlain^  and  Prince  Elec^ 
tor  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  i^c.  to  the  French  Republicy  and 
in  her  Name  to  the  Citizens  who  compofe  the  Executive  DireC" 
lory. 

Great  and  dear  Friends, 

PROVIDENCE  having  difpofed  of  the  days  of  the  King, 
my  father,  who  departed  this  life  the  i6ih  of  this  month, 
and  having  called  me  to  the  throne  of  my  anceftors,  I  haften  to 
announce  to  you  this  double  event;  perfuaJed  that  you  will  take 
part  in  the  lofs  I  have  fuftained,  and  that  you  Mfill  inlereft  your- 
felves  in  my  advancement  to  the  rule  over  the  Pruilian  ftates. 
I  ihall  take  the  greateft  care  to  cultivate  and  cement  the  harmony 
which  I  find  fo- happily  cftablifhcd  between  the  two  nations;  and 

upon 
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iipon  this  I  praj  God  to  keep  you,  great  and  dear  friends,  in  hiiT 
holy  care. 

Your  good  friend, 

Frederick  William. 

Berlin,   ijih  Nov.   ^797* 


George  ft* 

Additional  Injiru^iions  to  the  Commanders  of  all  §ur  Ships  of  War 
and  Privateers  that  have  or  may  have  Letters  of  Afarque  againji 
France,  Spain,  or  the  Subje^s  of  the  United  Provinces,  inhabit'* 
ing  within  any  cf  theit  Countries,  Territories,  and  Dominions^ 
Given  at  our  Coutt  at  St,  James  s,  the  lOth  Day  of  November 
1797,  in  the  thirty  eighth  Tear  af  out  Reign.  ^ 

TT/"  HERE  AS  we  have   thought  it  expedient   that  permiflion 
fhould  be  given  to  veflels  belonging  to  the  fubje£ls  of  his 
Catholic  Majefty,  having  not  more  than  one  deck,  to  trade  be- 
tween the  free  ports  eitabliflied  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  alfo 
in  the  Bahama  iflands,  and  the  Spanifh  colonies  in  America,  ac- 
cording to  the  regulations  of  the  feveral  afls  for  eftablifhing  free 
ports  in  our  Weft  India  iflands,  notwithftanding  the  prefent  hof- 
tilities :    And  whereas  we  have  thought  it  expedient,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  faid  hoftilities,   permiflion  (hould  likewife  be 
given  to  any  Britifh  veflels  navigated  according  to  the  laws  now  in 
force,  to. trade  between  the  faid  free  ports  in  the  ifland  of  Ja- 
maica and  in  the  faid  Bahama  iflands,  and  the  Spanifli  colonies  ia 
America,    provided   fuch  Britifli   and   Spanifli    veflels   as  (hall 
trade  between  the  faid  free  ports  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  and  the 
faid  Spanifh  colonies,  (hall  have  a  licence  from  the  governor  or 
commander  in  chief  of  our  ifland   of  Jamaica ;  and  that  fuch 
Britifli  and  Spanilh  veflels  as  ihall  trade  between  the  free  ports 
in  the  Bahama  iflands  and  the  faid  Spanifli  colonies,  fliall  have  a 
licence  from  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  Bahama 
iflands ;  and  provided  fuch  Britifli  and  Spanifli  veffels  fliall  im- 
port into  the  free  ports  of  Jamaica  and  the  Bahama  iflands,  fuch 
goods  only  as  are  hereafter  enumerated,  viz.  wool^  cotton  wool, 
indigo,  cochineal,  drugs  of  all  forts,  cocoa,  tobacco,  logwood, 
fuftick,    and  all  forts  of  wood  for  dyer's  ufe ;  hides,  flcins,  and 
tallow^  beaver  and  all  forts  of  furs,  tortoife-fliells,  hard  wood, 
or  mill  timber ;  mahogany  and  all  other  woods  for  cabinet  ware  ; 
horfes,  afles,  mules,  and  cattle,  being  the  growth  and  produc- 
tion of  any'of  the  colonies  or  plantations  in  America  belonging 
to  the  crown  of  Spain;  and  ail  coin  or  bullion,  diamonds,  or 
precious  flones,  coming  from  thence ;  and  provided  fuch  Britifli 
and  Spanifli  veflels  fliall  export  from  fuch  free  ports,  only  the 
faul  goods  ai)d  commodities ;  and  alfo  rum^  the  produce  of  .any 
Vol.  Vll.  G  l&xvufti 
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BritiPi  ifland,  and  negroes,  which  (hall  have  been  legaRy  iffl^ 
ported,  and  alfo  all- goods,  wares,  merchandifes,  and  manufac-i 
turcs,  which   (hall    have   been   legally  imported,    except  ina(ls, 
yards,  or  bowfprits,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  and  all  other  naval 
or  military  (lores,  and  tobacco:   The  commanders  of  our  (hips 
of  war,  and  of  Ihips  commifTioneJ  with  letters  of  marque^  are 
hereby  required  and  enjoined  not  to  detain  or  molcft  any  fuch  Spa- 
nifh  velfcls  or  any  Britifh  vefTcls  trading  between  the  free  ports  in 
the  faid  itlands  and  the  Spanifti  colonies  in  America,  provided 
they  arc  bona  fuk  employed  in  carrying  on  their  trade  conform- 
ably to  the  refpcdive  regulations  herein  above  defcribed,  and  have 
%  licence  for  that  purpofc  from  the  governor  or  commander  in 
chief  of  the  faid  i (lands  rcfpcdively ;  and  in  cafe  fuch  (hip  fo 
licenfed  fhould  be  captured  and  brought  into  any  port,  through 
mifapprehenfion  or  breach  of  our  order,  our  courts  of  admiralty 
and  vice-admiralty  are  hereby  required  to  liberate  the  fame,  as 
being  under  the  protecSion  of  our  fpecial  commiflion. 

By  his  Majcfty*s  command. 

(Signed)  Portlako* 


Proclamation  of  the  Executive  DireBory  to  the  French  People^  dated 

the  \Jl  Frimatre  {21  Nov. J. 

'TpHE  intcrefts  of  the  republic  call  you  to  a  la(l  triumph.     Af- 
"*•    ter  the  innumerable  battles  from  which  you   have  returned 
iriftorious,  it  yet  remains  for  you  to  reduce  the  firft,  the  moff  ob- 
itinate  and  cunning  of  all  your  enemies, 

The  Executive  Diredory  is  defirous  of  a  general  peace ;  it 
wi(hes  for  it,  for  your  fake,  and  for  the  fake  of  Europe.  But 
during  a  year  and  more  a  faithlefs  enemy  has  led  a(lray  all  the 
cabinets  of  Europe  by  vain  projects,  propofing  peace  In  a  loud 
voice,  fecretly  fomenting  war,  affecting  to  extinguilh  with  oitz 
hand  the  torch  which  it  lights  with  the  other ;  fending  with  pa- 
rade pacificators,  and  repelling  in  efFeft  all  overtures  which  alone 
could  tend  to  pacification.  This  enemy  you  know  :  your  indig- 
nation can  devife  and  name  it.  It  is  the  cabinet  of  St.  Jameses, 
It  is  the  moft  corrupting,  and  the  moft  corrupted,  of  the  govern- 
ments of  Europe:  it  is  the  Engli(h  government. 

It  is  not  alone  againft  the  liberty  of  France  that  that  govern- 
ment dire6^s  her  confpiracy  ;  her  confpiracy  is  againd  the  whole 
'world.  Ah  \  too  long  has  that  perfidious  cabinet  troubled,  fub- 
jeAed,  defolated  all  parts  of  the  world.  Speak,  Americans! 
fay  who  are  diredly  or  indi redly  your  true  rulers.  Unfortunate 
Indians!  fay  by  what  dcteftable  art  has  that  government  cfta- 
blilhed  her  tyranny  among  you  ?  And  you,  Europeans,  more 
unfortunate  ftUl,  innocent  inhabitants  of  the  plains  of  Franco- 
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nia,  and  of  the  Noric  Alps,  innumerable  vi6Hms  of  the  flames 
of  war !  fay  who  has  been  the  moft  ardent  inftigator  of  this  dc- 
ftniftive  conteft,  in  which  have  been  facrificed  more  than  a  mil- 
lion  of  men,  in  which  treafwres  immenfe  have  been  diflipated, 
which  even  at  this  time  of  peace  leaves  to  the  eye,  on  the  fields 
of  viftory,  the  view  only  of  general  mifery,  univerfal  melan- 
choly, and  extenfive  dcfpair.  It  is  in  thefe  circumflances  that 
the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  avows  to  afflidled  Europe  that  it  alone 
has  felt  nothing  of  thefe  frightful  difaders.  Liften  to  the  fpeech 
delivered  from  the  throne  \  "  Our  revenues,"  fays  the  King, 
**  have  continued  highly  produftive,  our  national  induftry  has 
been  extended,  a^d  our  commerce  has  fur|)aired  its  former  li- 
mits/' 

If  the  King  of  England  has  told  the  truth,  powers  of  Europe^ 
to  you  is  not  this  a  terrible  leflbn  ?  What  then,  is  that  govern- 
ment interefted  in  your  diforders,  which  alone  colleds  the  fruits 
of  them,  which  is  nourifhed  by  your  calamities,  profpers  by 
your  didrefles,  accumulates  in  its  treafures  the  tears  and  the 
blood  of  the  people,  and  fattens  upon  their  plunder  ? 

It  is  evident  that  that  cabinet  ihould  wifii  for  war,-  fince  by 
war  it  is  enriched^  It  is  however  that  government  which  in  its 
new  manifeftoes,  and  in  fi milar  fpeeches,  dares  to  accufe  France 
of  infatiable  avarice!  It  is  not  faid,  that  the  Englifh,  firft  de- 
vaftators  of  St.  Domingo,  have  taken  'the  colonies  of  Holland 
v^ithout  ilriking  a  blow,  have  taken  them  from  Holland  their 
ally  \  and  the  King  of  England  fpeaks  to  Europe  of  the  ambi- 
tion of  France ! 

But  the  principles  of  the  French  towards  other  nations  arc  at 
this  time  too  manifed  to  be  obfcured  by  vague  allegations.  If 
the  French  republic  takes  the  limits  fhe  has  received  from  na- 
ture, if  (he  repairs  in  this  refped):  the  faults  of  the  monarchy, 
ihe  difdaias  conquefts  foreign  to  that  great  objef^;  ihe  neither 
opprefles  fecondary  flates  nor  weak  powers;  fhe  never  thinks  of 
^efpoiling  her  allies ;  (he  is  faithful  to  her  friends;  (he  punifhcs 
her  enemies,  but  without  hating  them  J  naturally  generous,  Ihe 
docs  not  even  hate  the  Engliili  nation.  Never  in  France  fhall 
any  minifter  be  admired  on  account  of  his  hatred  of  the  Englifh 
people;  but  every  one  in  France  is  agreed  in  one  point,  in  re-  , 
membering  what  palTcd  at  Toulon,  at  Dunkirk,  at  Qiiibcron,  at 
La  Vendee;  they  deteft,  they  execrate  the  cruelty,  ^he  perfidy, 
the  faoguinary  machiavelifm  of  the  Britifli  minifter  ;  and  they  at 
the  fanne  time  deplore  the  unaccountable  blindnefs  of  the  Engli(U 
.  in  fuffering  themfelves  to  be  made  the  horror  of  the  world. 

The  great  nation  will  avenge  the  univcrfe;  and  to  enfure  fuc- 
ccfs,  more  than  one  means,  Frenchmen,  prefent  themfelves  to 
you:  the  moft  important,  and  the  moft  fpeedy  is,  a  defcent  on 
England.     IJaexpe^led  fuccefs  has  taught  you  to  difregacd  all  ob- 
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(lacles.  In  fuch  enterprifes,  the  name  alone  of  the  armies  pr(h 
mifes  a  triumph,  and  the  juftice.of  the  caufe  guarantees  it.  We 
do  not  now  boaft  of  plans  of  defccnt,  while  we  difcufs  the 
means.  Jn  the  fituation  in  which  France  now  is,  her  will  i$ 
viflory.  Thus  the  army  of  England  proceeds  to  didate  a  peace 
in  London !  and  there,  alfo,  republicans,  you  will  find  auxiliaT 
ries.  There  alfo  you  will  find  many  men  whom  reafon  has  not 
fo  much  abandoned  as  to  render  them  infenfible  of  the  odium  due 
lo  thei^  government  under  the  Englifti  name.  There  alfo  you 
"will  find  thoufands  of  generous  men  who  long  ftruggled  to  obtain 
a  parliamentary  reform :  there  alfo  you  will  find  a  multitude  of 
manufaflurers  who  figh  for  peace,  whom  the  prolongation  of  the 
"war  has  reduced  to  mifery,  and  who  weigh  iti  the  balance  againft 
their  real  wants  the  gaudy  deception  of  royal  harangue,  the  illu- 
lions  of  manifeftoes,  and  the  chimera  of  conquefts.  There  alfo 
you  will  find  the  Irilh  nation,  fo  long  opprefled,  and  that  bearj 
xeludlantly  the  chains  of  a  court  which  is  fupported  by  ii^  pro- 
duce, while  it  drinks  its  blood  and  infults  its  dcfpair. 

Proceed  under  thefe  aufpices,  brave  republicans,  to  fecond  thg 
national  ^nd  unanimous  wi(h ;  condu£led  by  the  hero  who  ha%  fo 
often  (hown  you  the  way  to  vi£lory,  you  will  have  with  you  the 
wifhes  of  all  the  virtuoqs  and  the  juft  who  e\ift  in  the  worlds 
Proceed  then,  and  re-eftablifh  the  liberty  of  the  feas  ;  confine  ta 
its  juft  limits  the  inordinate  ambition  of  that  government  which 
difturbs  its  own  country  as  it  does  the  uuiverfe. 

Secure  the  repofe  of  the  French  republic  and  of  the  univerfe. 
Such  is  the  great  objeft  which  ftill  remains  for  you  to  accomplilh. 
Now  that  the  Britifti  government,  viewing  coolly,  and  with  a 
ferocious  fmile,  the  difafters  of  the  continent,  boaiU  of  its  opUr 
lence,  make  it  difcharge  agreeably  to  juftice  its  Ihare  of  the  ex- 
penfes  of  the  war,  which  it  alone  wifhes  to  eternii^e,  and  which! 
it'knows  it  could  terminate  by  fpeaking  to  the  French  republic  ia 
language  that  could  be  liftened  to,  and  be  believed  fincere. 

Citizens,  you  will  recognife  your  own  fentiments  in  the  expo- 
fition  of  thofe  of  the  Executive  Directory.  The  fame  fpirit  ani- 
mates your  faithful  reprefentatives.  In  vain  the  cabinet  of  Lon- 
don exhaufts  all  its  efforts  to  fow  among  them  diflruft  and  difcord. 
The  1 8th  of  Frudidor  has  deftroyed  their  influence,  and  fince  that 
day  the  members  of  the  Councils  and  the  Direftory  prefent  the 
pleafing  fpeftacle  of  the  moft  intimate  union.  All  patriots  have 
only  the  fame  interefts.  There  is  in  the  republic  but  one  opinion 
and  one  wifh,  and  war  to  the  cabinet  of  St.  Jameses  is  the  cry  of 
France. 

How  much  glory  is  promifed  to  the  army  of  England!  It  is 
fufficient  to  point  it  out  to  it.  To  inflame  our  warriors  with  in-* 
vincible  enthufiafra,  it  is  only  ncccfTary  to  remind  them  of  what 
they  have  already  done.  The  walls  of  the  ftrongeft  fortrefTss 
_    '         '  bavQ 
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^vc  been  levelled  before  them ;  the  greateft  generals  have  not 
Veen  able  to  rcfift  them.  They  have  taken  prifoners  Bender  a^ 
Luxembourg,  and  Wurmfcr  at  Mantua,  They  made  the  three- 
coloared  (landard  wave  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  on  the 
(hocts  of  the  -flEgean  fea.  After  fo  many  vidories,  what  words 
C2oadd  any  thing  to  the  ardour  of  French  foldiers  ?  It  is  fiifficient 
ibrthem  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  country,  and  to  remember  their 
own  exploits. 

The  Executive  Diredlory  refolve  that  this  proclamation  fhall  be 
printed,  poitedup,  and  folemnly  read  in  all  the  communes  of  the 
republic,  and  to  all  the  divifions  of  the  armies,  whether  by  fea  or 
by  land.  It  (ball  be  inferted  in  the  bulletin  of  the  laws.  The 
niinifters  of  the  interior,  of  war,  and  of  the  marine  and  the 
colonics,  fhall  render  an  account  to  the  Executive  Diredory  of  its 
publication. 

L.  M.  Reveilliere  Lepaux,   Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary  General. 


Proclamation  of  Citizen  Rudler, 

/^ITIZEN  RucUer,  commiflioner  of  the  French  government 
V  io  the  conquered  countries  between  the  Meufe  and  the  Rhine» 
and  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  con- 
quered countries :  The  French  republic  fights  and  fubdues  her 
enemies,  but  ihe  does  not  make  an  unworthy  ufe  of  her  vidlories. 
The  princes,  coalefced  againft  her  liberty  and  conftitution,  have 
bcc/i  prefumptuous  enough  to  conceive  hopes  of  fubjugating  her. 
She  took  up  arms,  fubdued  them,  and  now  contents  herfelf  in 
fecuring  her  tranquillity  by  bounding  her  territory  within  thofe 
limits  which  have  been  traced  by  nature.  She  only  wiflies  to 
make  the  people  fhe  has  conquered  forget  the  calamities  infepa- 
nble  from  war,  and  indulge  them  gradually  in  a  participation  of 
all  thofe  rights  which  her  own  children  enjoy.  Such  are  the 
beneficent  wifhes  of  France  with  refpeft  to  you,  inhabitants  of 
thofe  countries  furrounded  by  the  waters  of  the  Rhine,  the  Meufe, 
and  the  Mofelle;  and  fuch  is  the  will  of  its  government.  The 
cciTation  of  hoftilitics  affords  it  an  opportunity  of  ameliorating 
your  lot;  and  it  charges  me,  in  its  tender  anxiety  for  your  wel- 
fare, to  make  you  participate  in  the  protecSlion  of  thofe  laws 
v^hich  govern  the  French,  and  which  arc  to  fecure  your  happinefs. 
My  heart  tenderly  fympathizes  in  this  honourable  miflion  ;  and  if 
1  can  form  any  judgment  from  the  mildnefs  of  your  manners,  and 
the  love  of  liberty,  for  which  you  are  diflinguifhed,  the  fuccefs 
of  my  exertions  will  be  fpeedy  and  fatisfaCtory. — A  territorial 
flivifion,  favourable  to  the  fubje<S,  and  indifpenfable  in  itfclf,  will 
be  my  firft  operation, — The  adminiltrative  and  judiciary  code 

cftablilhed 
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cftablifhcd  In  the  next  place  among  you,  will  give  birth  to  a 
harmony  which  would  otherwife  be  incompatible^with  the  variety 
of  your  fenates,  councils,  regencies,  and  your  innumerable  jurif- 
diftions.     Every  thing  appertaining  to  flavery  is  fuppreflcd,  and 
the  effefls  of  this  fuppreiiion  will  be  direfted  by  fuccefllve  and 
particular  regulations.     Thus  you  will  enjoy,  under  this  new 
fyftjem,  all  the   dignity  of   your  exiftence.      You   will  be  ac- 
countable to  God  alone  for  your  religious  opinions,  and  your  civil 
rights  will  be  independent  of  them.     Whatever  they  may  be,  they 
will  be  indifcriminately  tolerated,  equklly  proteded,  and  he  alone 
will  be  deemed  guilty  who  (hall  pervert  them  for  the  purpofe  of , 
deftroying   the  general   harmony,    and  troubling  the  peace  of 
fotiety.     The  fixth  year  will  be  memorable  for  thefe  countries^ 
which  have  been  freed  from  the  oppreflive  weight  of  all  thofe  pri- 
vileges invented  by  the  pride  of  thofe  who  called  themfelves  yowr 
}ords  and  mailers.  ,  You  will  alfo  be  refcued,  from  the  day  on 
which  it  began,  from  thofe  tithes  which  fwallowcd  up  a  gretft 
part  of  the  fruit  of  your  labours,  and  from  thofe  rights  which  the 
wfurping  fpirit  of  the  feudal  fyftem  had  created.     They  are  pro- 
fcribed,  and  (hall  no  longer  be  exa£led  from  you.    A  paternal  ad» 
niiniftration,withpowersdiftin£t  from  thofe  of  courts  of  judicature, 
will  extend  its  benign  influence  to  you.     JuRices  of  peace  wiH 
afford  you  the  benefit  of  conciliatory  meafures,  before  you  may 
be  compelled  to  enter  into  the   litigations  of  courts  of  ]aw» 
The  law,  inflexible  in  its  operation,  will  never  moleft  the  inno^ 
cent.     The  prefent  circumitances  prevent  me  from  eleSing  your 
aidminiftrators  and  judges,  but  be  afluied  that  I  (hall  make  choice 
of  the  moft  upright  and  the  moft  enlightened  among  you.     I  will 
aflbciate  with  them,  Frenchmen,  who,  being  their  ciders  in  the 
family  of  freemen,  will  prove  to  them  fafe  and  ncceffary  guides. 
Should  any  perfons  I  may  choofe,  prove  unfit  for  their  offices,  I 
iliall  be  ever  ready  to  attend  to  complaints  againft  them  ;  but  I 
fliall  repel  with  indignation  every  fpecies  of  calumny,  and  every 
denunciation  which  may  be  direded  to  the  degradation  of  the 
coniiitmed  authorities.     You  may  perceive,    citizens,    by  this 
flight  {ketch,  the  great  advantages  which  you  are  to  derive  from 
your  new  organization,  for  eiFe6ling  which,  I  labour  with  all 
the  zeal  with  which  my  duty,  your  wants,  and  your  happy  incli^ 
nations  infpire  tne.     Shut  your  ears  againft  the  enemies  of  your 
profperity,  who  would  feek  to  fow  the  feeds  of  divifion  among 
you.     Receive  and  follow  with  one  common  fentiment  the  regu- 
lations which  I  am  commiflioncd  toeftablifh  among  you,  and  the 
dawn  of  your  happinefs  will  fhine  with  refplendent  brilliancy. 
Bonn,  December  i\^  intheftxthTear  Rudler. 

cfike  French  Republic* 


BuGnaparie 
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BuonafarU  to  tht  Prefident  of  the  Executive  Dire^ory. 

Paris,  3  Nivofe  (2^  Dec),  J797. 

iHAYE  the  honour  to  fend  you.  Citizen  Prefide!it,  the  copy 
*  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received'from  the  Dey  of  Tunis,  with 
tfc  names  of  eighteen  Frenchmen  whom  he  has  fet  at  liberty. 

While  I  was  in  Italy,  I  took  every  opportunity  of  teftifying  to 
<mr  good  friends  the  Turks,  marks  of  the  friendfhip  which  the 
French  republic  entertains  for  them. 

The  proviiionai  government  of  the  Ligurian  republic  has  given 
liberty  to  all  the  Turkifh  flaves,  which  were  employed  in  the 
Genoefegallies,  and  fent  them  to  their  country. 

Since  we  have  been  in  poiTeffion  of  the  different  iflands  of  the 
Ionian  fca,  we  have  received  on  thepart  of  the  Ali,  the  Pacha  of 
Janim^  the  Pacha  of  Scutaria,  the  Turks  of  the  Morea,  and  even 
on  the  part  of  the  Divan,  not  only  a  kind  welcome,  but  they  have^ 
upon  every  occaHon,  taken  a  pleafure  in  (bowing  to  us  the  parti- 
cular eftecm  which  they  have  K)r  Frenchmen. 

Our  ambaflador,  Aubert-l^bayet,  had  no  fooner  informed  the 
Sublime  Porte  that  our  troops  were  at  Corfou,  Zante,  Cephala- 
nia,&c.  than  that  government  fent  large  cargoes  of  corn  for  their 
fupoort. 

Our  Levant  trade  will  now  find  a  fecure  proteSion  from  the 
new  poflfcflions  which  we  have  acquired,  and  our  merchants  will 
hereafter  be  received  by  the  fubjefts  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  with  a 
peculiar  predile£lion. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 


Hamda^  Pachoj  De-f,  Prince  of  Princes,  and  Lord  of  the  v^elU 
guarded  Town  of  Tunisy  to  General  JSuonapart,e<,  the  mighty  fVar^ 
mrof  the  French  Republic  ^  Healthy  and  Length  of  Days  ! 

WITH  the  voice  of  friendfliip  I  inform  you,  that  the  eight 
Muflulmans  who  were  on  board  a  prize  belonging  to  our  odgiak 
(regency),  which  contrary  winds  drove  on  the  coaft  of  Leghorn, 
''here  they  were  made  flaves,.  and  who  were  fent  to  us  by  your 
order,  have  arrived  fafe,  and  filled  our  breads  with  the  moil  live- 
ly joy.  If  fuch  an  accident  (hould  occur  again,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  your  benevolent  attention  will  be  excrcifed  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, for  which  I  fhall  always  entertain  the  warmeft  gratitude. 

Your  conful  who  refides  here  has  alfo  informed  me,  that  the 
agent  of  the  French  republic  at  Leghorn  has  received  orders  to 
provide  for  the  fubfiftence  of  eighteen  flaves,  and  to  fend  them 
to  us. 

To 
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To  retnrn  you  thanks,  and  to  inform  you  of  thefe  matters,  t 
have  written  this  letter,  in  tHe  middle  of  the  moon  of  Reblhiltani. 

(Signed)  Hamuda, 

Pacha,  Dey,  Prince  of  Princes,  and  Lord 
of  the  w^ll-guarded  town  of  Tunis; 

fThe  Dey  added  to  this  letter  a  lift  of  eighlecn  French meH, 
who  had  been  taken  by  Tunifian  cruifers  in  foreign  veflels 
without  paffports,  and  made  flaves  of.  He  gave  them  their' 
liberty,  and  fent  them  to  France.J 


-»-• 


Proceedings  at  the  Sitting  of  the  Executive  DireSlory  on  the  ift  Nivofe 

(Dec.  21),  1797; 

'TpHE  minifter  of  the  interior  informed  the  Direflory,  that  a 
•■■  deputation  of  the  merchants  of  Paris  folicited  the  honour  of 
being  admitted  to  an  audience,  and  alked  leave  to  make  fome  pa- 
triotic propofitions  relative  to  the  means  of  procuring  the  necefTary 
/unds  for  a  defcent  on  England,  and  to  afTure  the  vengeance  of 
France  againft  the  tyrannic  government  of  that  ifland. 

The  prefident  ordered  the  miniftcr  to  introduce  the  deputation. 

The  Direftory,  accompanied  by  the  fccretary  general  and  th6 
minifters,  and  preceded  by  the  fergeants  at  arms  and  meirengcrS 
of  flate,  proceeded  into  the  hall  of  public  audience. 

The  deputation  was  introduced  by  the  miniiler  of  the  interior. 
It  confided  of  citizens  Lecouteulx,  Fulchiron  fcnior,  Fulchlron 
junior,  Jubic,  Enfaniin,  Saillard,  Recamicr,  Hupais,  Marnet, 
Doyen,   Dccrctot,  Charlemagne,  Dcfprez,  and  Barillon. 

The  deputation  was  prefented  by  the  miniftt^r  of  finances,  wha 
dated  the  objefi:  of  the  milfion  in  the  following  terms  : 

*'  Citizens  Directors — After  having  fecured  the  repofe  of  tife 
continent,  you  have  confidercd,  fincc  it  belongs  to  the  dcIHny  of 
the  republic  to  make  peace  with  her  enemies  only  at  the  gates  of 
their  capitals,  that  you  ought  to  fend  to  England  thofe  invincible 
columns  which  have  confined  vidory  to  their  flandards,  and  that  * 
general  wiio  is  as  di(Hngui(hcd  by  his  profound  knowledge  of  the 
general  policy  of  nations  as  by  his  military  talents. 

'*  The  merchants  of  Paris  fee,  in  this  determination,  a  favour- 
able profpeft  of  the  liberty  of  the  feas,  and  the  rcfloration  of  com- 
merce. They  are  convinced  that  the  moment  is  come  to  prove  to 
an  enemy,  who  always  gives  way  when  clofely  prelfed,  that  the 
French  are.  at  laft  prepared  to  terminate  a  war  which  is  only  pro- 
longed becaufe  a  handful  of  pirates  have  the  barbarity  to  calculate 
upon  its  events  as  fpcculations,  as  chances  favourable  to  their 
interefts. 

**  The  merchants  of  Paris  have  become  the  organ  of  tl^e  public 
opinion.     Each  citizen  wilhcs  to  give  a  proof  of  the  confidence  he 

places 
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places  in  the  fiiccefs  of  your  meafures ;  they.  Intend  to  propofe  ta 
jou  to  invite  the  legiflativCf' body  to  open  a  4oan^  the  (hares  of 
^bich  (hall  be  mortgaged  upon  our  victories*  •   * 

"The  Romans  fold  the  ground  oh  which  Hannibal  veas  en« 
ampcd:  but  hiftory  has  not  informed  us  if  this  celebrated  people 
ertr  declared  to  their  obftinate  enemies  tljat'the  war  (hould-btt 
arried  on  at  their  expenfe;-  This  trait  (hail  be  ^dded  to  our  a»« 
Hals*  T\ic  loan  propofed  to  be  borrowed  ilidl}-*b6€iiilled'/i^f  loan 
upen  England.  It  will  foon  be  completed*.  •  Thc-Orftat  Nation 
fpeedily  executes  whatever  it  plans.  ••  *  r.i^u 

"The  deputies  of  the  merchants  requ^  «an /opportunity 'of 
ftating  their  views  upon  this' fitbj eft.  ^l^g  ^t  th^'£xecutiir% 
Dircdory  will  liften  to  them,'* '   •  •  *  -  •',  rj.'v  j    ,.:i 

Citizen  Fulchiron,  the  elddr,  ^poto  th*s,  irilte  name'ofthd 
deputation:  '        jl  •  •        •  .'"-  .     .  ».  -      ^uU 

"Citizens  Direftors-r-At  the  moment  iirf 'which 'the -Ff^ntfh 
natioo  prepares  to  attack,  with  all  her  (Irength,  hertfternal  and 
implacable  enemy^-at  the  ihoment  in  which"dUifihyincible-legibns 
are  about  to  crofs  the^almofl  in  funboiitifabt^-barri^  Which  nature 
has  placed  between  us  and  the  haughty  tyrafrfs  *of  We  fea>  all  whi 
poflcfs  hearts  truly  French  ahd-repiibtkah'M>&'^ri>ze^  with  that 
piofoundand  irrefidible  enthKflafnQ  which  is* ufiMftty' the* forerunner 
of  important  events  and  brilliant  fucce(res.  ^    »    •     l/..  ..     «'* 

"The  merchants  of  this  great  city,  and  thdfe  of  ■all'Fratfce, 
pannot  diflemble,  that  it  is  particularly  fb^t  <:ail(]e  which  the  con* 

5ueTorsof  Italy  and  of  the  Rhine  prepare  to  fuppditland  to  avenge. 
^11  the  merchants  of  the  continent  of  Europe  oOght  to  unite*  in 
afroingagainft  this  perfidious  govdrrtment.    •■=»*' '    •  ' 

"Bat  the  French  inerchants  do  not  want  a  particular  and 
perfonal  motive  to  make  them  partake  in  the  fadrdd  fentiment 
which  at  this  moment  animates  all  republican  foUrl^^ 

"We  have  feen  the  thre^-tofoured'  ftandard  planted  on" the 
banks  of  the  Texel,  and- waving  bn  the  ifl^ncfs  bf  the  j£gean  (ea« 
On  the  continent  we  fee  no  lofiger  any  but  republican  friends,  oir 
monarchs  who  are  compelled  to  fupplicate  our  alliance.  Shall, 
then,  the  ocean,  the  commoii  mother  of  the  riches  of  the  univerfdy 
which  ought  to  carry  our  glory »  our  arts,  and  our  induftry-into 
every  part  of  the  globe,  be  interdifted  to  us?  Shall  the  ocean  be 
enflaved  fty  a  handful  of  proud  i (landers  ? 

"  Great  and  intrepid  coivquerors  of  Lodi,  of  Rivoli,  of  Tagli- 
amenio,  of  Fleurus,  of  Kehl,  and  of  Neuwied! — you  whofe 
path  is  marked  by  triumphs,  and  by  the  emancipation  of  nations! 
--you  cannot  endure  this  horrible  idea !  We  fee  you  prefs  ia 
crowds  to  the  (hores  of  the  ocean,  offering  your  fervices  to  your 
country — We  fee  you  hadening,  from  the  banks  of  the  Rhine 
and  the  fummits  of  the  Alps,  to  reftore  to  the  French  nation  her 
Vol.  VJI.  H  maritime 
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9(^ati(iM  power,  and  to  the  national  c6mmere  its  ancient 
fplendour 

,..  <<  ^eating  in  our  ^reaflir  the  impatience  of  ^  noble  vengeance, 
WP  aflc  ^OM>.  it^  cominpa  vrith  all  republicans^  why  the  French 
Mtlpn  is  BOt-refpeded  on  the  .feas.as  (he  is  on  the  continent  i 
S^UiHirl^Uf^ls  witj^er  evei^in  the  midilofoMr  triumphs?  ' 
i:;^f  But  J.0  yaip  {hli}i  JE)i|gUn4>  after  liaving  fown  in  our  country^ 
t^lrn^  and  .cviUiqf  tvj^ty  kind  bj^  the.gQld  of  which  fhe  defpoils  the 
nations  fubjeded  to  her  deceit^^  fiielrer  herfelf  by  her  numero6f 
1[^({i(l$l .  Jn  vain.  &^U  (he  Jatter  herfelf  with  efcaping  the  juu 
pWiibini^nl^.^hifiji  aw;ii{:s  her  1  yic  fhall  fend  back  to  that  IQanfl 
the  fcourges  with  which  its  government  dc^folated  pur  provinces; 
hUU:  more  gejifirptis  wd.niQpe  bra^ve,  w^.  will  know  how  to  mo- 
derate and  hov  to  reftrain  the  moft  legitimate  refentment,  from 
ite.iQQmfiftt.ii^:  w)ii^b  it  ihall  have  expiated  its  long  and  perni- 

L;iif.VG^W.th^  ip^rcjvint?  of  this  great  city,  of  all  the  republic, 
rcmainTikn(%lf^a|pi;$pf  fpgr^at  a  movement?  No,  Citizens 
JOittSLfiM^Xj.  ^RpipiB^pis^inaa,  s^ll  who  give  life  and  fpirit  to 
our.  nuionsil  ,x04Ml|fy>  beS^cich  yo^.^o  open  to  them  a  civic  career^ 
by  which  tbey.'iiiay.<cooctu..in:ptomoting  the  great  and  generous 
entcrprifc  which  you  h^ve  HI yJpi^-:.. 

» ..ff.Is  Ftcncb  Cpmmtrcp  pninter^fted  in  tfie  great  national  arma^ 
oient  which,  is  preparing '  Arp  not  ai|  the  fortunate  chances  of 
JihiA.expedith9li.in  itSe.favQvri  .(md  i^iif  not  certain  that  they  will 
jreftore  ittoitji^  ancient,  dominion^  jand  to  all  the  prpfperity  which 
belongs  to  the  commej-ce  of  a  greiat,  nation  ?  Can,  then,  thp 
jncrchantSQf  Frjanice  balance  for  a  mpgnent  bejtween  the  temporary 
jpcivfttioQ  QJf  .9  barren  enjoyment,  and  the  profpeA  of  fo  much 
f utareprofperity }  .  /,  .... 

:i.  .^<  This, is  the  mpil  favopraUfe  inoment  for  the  emancipation  of 
jdM  feas,  fpr.ns  and  for  our  pofterity  j  ai^d  this  fortunate  crifis  has 
Jbeen  created  by  our  viAqrief t  The,  coinmerce  of  France  cannot 
endure  that  it  fiioiild  have  bef  n  lyafted  in  vain.  The  peace  of 
•Europe  would  have-  but  a  precarip^f  e^ciflence,..  the  cop^inefit 
iWQuldxemian  humbled  before  thefe  haughty  iflandisrs,  if  the  mpft 
•powerful  effprtSi.  Citizens  Dire^ors,  did  not  concur  in. the  exe- 
cution of  your  plans. 

:  /'  The  ardent  wifhes  of  aU  Frenchmen,  the  undaunted  courage^ 
jcf  our  warriors,  are  fo  ipany. pledges  of  fuccefs;  but  there  is  one 
.'on  which  we  founds  as  w^ll  as  you,  Citizens  Dircdors,  a  hope 
.which  cannojl  be  dibppoiuted.     It  is  the  fublin>e  and  almod  in- 
credible valour  of  the  young  hero,  who,  during  two  years  of 
Mininteriuptc;d  triumphs,  has  filled  the  univcrfe  with  the  report  of 
hir*  fame,  whofe  prudence  is  the  admiration  of  the  old,  whoife 
jsenerottty  is  the  model  of  the  young,  whofe  wifdpm  and  genius 
«]Lcite  the  wonder  of  the  philofopher,  whofe  name  will  hence- 
forth 
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forth  for  ever  be  infeparable  from  vidory,  and  always  recall  th« 
idea  of  every  virtueT)y  -WHkh^orj  c^n  be  einbelKflied.   '  -> 

*<  Citizens  DireSors/ the  merchanrs  of  Paris,  of  Yvhbm  w« 
aie  the  organ,  anxioufly  beg  of  you  to  fend  a  melTage  tb  the 
l^flative  body,  inviting  them  to  open  a  loan,  which  may  gird 
nn  the  meansy  as  prompt  as  co'tain,  of  effe^ng  a  defcent  upon 
England,  and  of  tranfporting  thither  bur 'heroy  fhofe  vrhom  he 
(hall  condod,  and  all  their  glory.  Thb  loan'  may  be  mortgaged 
opoa  an  indiredl  impoft.  The  public  opinion  declarefitfelifora 
ineafoie  of  this  kind*  The  dmiiion  of  thifif  impoft  ought  to  be 
iimitbd  to  the  period  of  the  repayment  of  the  loan,  whicfa  fliouid 
be  borrowed  upon  that  prindplel  It  would' be  defirable,=  alfo^ 
that  rbe  loan  ihould  be  made  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  mamfeft^ 
with  new  force,  a  wifli  to  confottdate  the  arreariof  the  national 
debt,  and  tb  re*eftaUi(h,  or  ravher  to  create  anew,  the  public 
credit,  which  muft  always  be  ateached  to*  the  engagements  ^ 
the  republic?' 

Gtizen  Barrasy  the  prefident  of  the  DireAory,  thus  replied  to 
the  deputation.:  •  ■    ■'' * 

'^Citizens — ^The  Executive  Diredory,  witnefling  every  day 
the  virtues  of  the  French  people,  is  not  aftonrfhed  at  the  patriotic 
devotion  which' has  produced  the  propofitfions  fo  tmly  republican 
as'thofe  you  have  now  made  to  your  coumry;  but  it  applauds 
w^th  emotion  that  fentiment  of  liberty  Mrhlch  hiis  at  this  mdimfnt. 
fonduded  you  hither.  •     "' 

"The  infolent  pride  of  the  Englifli  government,  which  flatters 
itfelf  with  the  chiniera  that  there  i^sdih  no  longer  any  national 
fpirit  in  France,  may  mark  this  day  as  the'epotti^of  its  ap|>roach- 
ing  humiliation.  Your  conduft  prediAs  what  the  valobr  of  re- 
publican arms  will  execute;  and  Europe,  attentive  to  this  grnt 
event,  cannot  fail  to  beftruck  with  that  contraft  which  the  people 
of  the  two  nations  prcfcnt— the  one  funk  under  the  fifcal  oppref- 
ficD  of  a  tyrannic  government^— the  other, -after  eight  years  of 
^volution,  aild  at  the  end  of  an  ever  inemorabFe  war,  offering 
Ipontaneoudy  to  th6  country  their  wealth,  the  tributes  of  thdir 
induftry,  and  thus  difplaying  the  extent  of  their  refources.  If  the 
armies  of  France  have  already  proved  that  the  republic  is  invin- 
cible, her  merchants  now  prove  that  her  means  are  inexhauftibtey 
and  that,  tn  this  generous  (truggle,  warrjprs  and  citizens  have 
alike  acquired  inconteftable  claSms  on  the  national  gi^^^^^  this 

"  It' was  worthy  of  you,  citizens,  to  impofe  fi'^^ffT^x  biir 
great  ad  of  civifm,  on  thofe  malevolent  perfOT'^^j  leritimate 
commercial  citizens  with  indifference,  as  if  tK"^  -  .  _? -n-^inal 
war.  which  France  maihtainsl  had  fir;  -^  ^.^^JIL^  This 
<*jea. the  prefervation  and  the  -«"««>  ^  ^^Z^^'^nd^l 

kthe  neaSif  het  excM^e  ambition j  but  tho  perfidious  defig« 

'  -  "^■■-    •         ri  a 


ef  the  defpots  bf  die  ocean  are  penefrated.     They  would  confenf^ 
:  perhap«|  to  acknowledge  the  fo.vereignty  of  the  French  people,  if 

•  the  French  people,  would  confent  to  allow  them  to  exercife  their 
tyranny  on  the  feas.    .  The  cUablifhment  of  the  French  republic  is 

I  tne  'continual  TubjeA  of  their  wild  declamations;  but  in  their 
^owCTlefs  ra^e  they  tremble  at  the  opening  of  the  Scheldt,  and  the 
free  navtgatioji  of  the  Rhine:  they  are  enraged  to  fee  all  the  ports 

I  of  the  Mediterranean  open  to  our  (hips  and  fleets. 

**  Citizens,  doubt  not  that  all  republican3  will  haften  to  fecond  . 

:  your  patriotic  efforts.  All  hearts  .^alous  of  the  national  glory, 
nijoice  at  your  propofition  iu  every  corner  of  France.     Every 

.  town  whofe  commerce  has  been  fufpended,  and  whofc  manufac- 

itures  hav^  ceafedin  confequence  of  the  war,  will  haden  to  imitate 
you.     Like  you,  they  are  atriniated  by  the  love  of  the  country* 

:  Lfike' you,  theyi have  long  and  cruel  injuries  to  avenge ;  and  m 
the  enthufiafm  with  which  you  will  infpire  them,  they  will  be  in- 

j  flamed  with  the  tleCre.of  having  it  in  their  power  to  fay,  ff^e  alf§ 
have  given  a  blow  to  our  implacable  enemy! 

"  Thus  We  appear  to  proceed  rapidly  towards  the  perfeftion  of 
'republican  manners,  fmce  tliey  have  already  produced  among  as 
fuch  great  examples  of  devotion,  as  would  have  been  fufficiefit  to 
have  illuftrated  the  bed  times  o\  the  ancient  republics. — But  what 
do  I  fay  ?  We  furpafs  them  in  magnanimity.  Imminent  dangers* 
prefcribcd  the  efforts  of  their  patriotifm  ;  but  in  the  French  re- 
public the  \%holedefire  of  ettiancipating  Europe  from  a  (hame"* 
ful  domination  is  fufiicicnt  to  inflame  your  hearts.  * 

**  The  Executive  Dircftory  will  haften,  citizens,  to  tranfmit 
your  addrefs  to  the  legiflative  body.  Anticipated  already  by  fatAe^ 
the  faithful  rcprefentatives  of  the  people  burn  with  the  noble  tm- 

•  patience  of  welcoming  it  with  the  applaufc  which  it  fojuftly  de- 
fcrvcs.  They  are  convinced  with  the  members  of  the  Direftory, 
that  the  fplendour  of  the  republic  depends  upon  the  fplendour'of 
commerce.     Rely,  then,  upon   the  invariable  proteftion  of  the 

'  legidators  and  of  the  Directory,  as  well  as  upon  the  admiration 
and  the  gratitude  of  France." 

Shouts  of  Lhe4he  republic!  Live  the  liberty  of  the  fans.!  rc- 
founded  from  every  part  of  the  hall ;  and  the  military  mufic  played 
Ca  Ira* 

cmbiS  P^'^^^"^  P*^^  ^^  fpeakcr  of  the  deputation  the  frateroal 
^^jJQ^g  amidll  univcrfal  plaudits,  and  the  njoft  lively  demon- 
The  \y  ^<^"^  approbation. 

and  held  a'pnvS  "&}  '"°™*  •'[" VT  '*'°  *^'"  °^  '^'^  miniftcts, 
n«  ,K„  ^   **^  r  I   ";J^ce  with  the  deputation . 

i.p?n  thrimnrM°n/''!.P'r'?y'  '"^^  deliberations  recommenced 
SLeUT?f  w^l^^r"/'  °^^^  merchants  of  Paris;  and  a 
SlfcT  ^T  Y^  ^"""'^''''  '""'ing  them  tQ  take  the  pto- 
pofcd  mcafurc  mto  their  immcduu  conLderation. 


rs3  ) 

Uffdgi  4f  the  DireSfory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred^  on  the  ift 

Nivofc  (2iji  Dec). 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

•THE  armies  of  the  republic,  by  their  conquefts,  have  obtained 
^  peace  on  the  continent.  One  enemy  alone  remains  to  be 
combated— This  is  the  Englijh  government — They  will  go  and 
attack  it  on  its  own  ground.  For  the  arming  and  equipping 
of  the  veilels  neceflary  to  tranfport  the  republican  columns  to  ihc 
plains  of  Albion,  extraordinary  funds  arc  ncceiTary.  The  mer« 
chants  of  Paris  have  felt,  that  every  Frenchman  ought  to  fecond 
the  ardour  of  the  defenders  of  liberty.  They  fee  that  we  are  about 
to' combat  for  the  freedom  of  the  leas,  for  the  refloration  of  our 
xnanufaQures,  for  the  arts,  for  induftry.  That  caufe  is  their  own. 
They  have  fent  to  the  Diredory  the  addrefs  fubjoined  to  this 
me&gc. .  It  requefts  them  to  invite  you  to  open  a  loan,  the  pro- 
duce of  which  fecures  the  execution  of  the  meafures  adopted  to 
cfltSa  defcent  upon  England.  The  merchants  of  Paris,  in  tef- 
ti^ng  their  wilheson  this  fubjed,  know  that  they  only  anticipate 
tile  public  opinion.  It  is  not  an  example  which  they  hold  up  to 
thoTe of  other  towns;  they  only  afpired  to  the  honour  of  being  firft 
heanL  Every  Frenchman  will  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
great  national  armament.  Where  can  we  have  any  fears  of  fina* 
ing  republicans  fo  indifferent  to  the  brilliant  dediny  to  which  the 
pTopofed  expedition  invites  us — where  can  be  found  hearts  fo  in- 
feofible,  as  not  to  feize  the  occafion  of  feconding  the  generous 
anfour  of  the  defenders  of  the  country,  and  aidii^g,  by  a  trifling 
advance,  that  facred  caufe  to  which  their  brothers  and  their  chiU 
dien  have  facrificed  their  blood  and  their  repofe? 

The  Executive  Direflory  is  of  opinion,  citizens  reprefenta- 
tives,  that  a  fund,  immediately  raifed,  of  forty  millions,  added,  to 
the  means  that  will  be  procured  by  the  laws  made  or  to  be  enabled 
for  the  completion  of  the  funds  of  the  year  fix,  will  be  fufllicient 
for  the  execution  of  the  plan  which  it  has  formed.  *  It  is  for  this 
that  the  Diredory  applies  to  you.  The  poflibility  of  repaying 
this  fum  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  one.     You  may  fo  arrange  the 

fiyment  of  it  as  to  raife  the  public  credit.  The  merchants  of 
aris  have  pointed  out  the  edablifhment  of  an  indired:  contribu- 
tion, as  the  means  of  effecting  its  repayment.  The  principles  on 
which  this  mode  of  taxation  is  adopted,  are  at  prefent  univerfally 
admitted.  The  premiums  may  be  fecured  on  the  fuccefs  of  the 
grand  operation  which  the  Diredory  is  now  preparing.  The 
ormy  of  England ^  like  the  other  artnies  of  the  republic,  will  fulfil 
its  engagements. 

(Signed)  P.  Barras,  Prefident. 

LagardEi  Sec.  Gen« 
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Tfummoits  fent  by  Gineral  Hatry  to  th  Cofiimand^ni  rf  Mentz* 

T  AM  commiflioncd  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  the  intention  of'lhc 
'*'  French  republic  to  take  poiTcflionof  the  city  of  Meotz  with 
;the  iroops  which  I  command.  No  drmiilice  therefore  can  l|b 
.granted  to  his  £le£loral  Highnefs,  until  the  conclufion  of  tbe 
.xongrefs  at  Kaftadt,  unlefs  he  immediately  gives  orders  to  the 
^floagiftrates  of  Mentz  to  receive  the  French  troops  into  their  city* 
i^ould  his  Eledoral  Uighnefr.  not  ifllue  the  orders  here  requirt^ 
^•)K£ore  x\fit  31ft  of  Frimaire  (December  2o\  he  wjll  be  treated  4ft 
:aA  enemy,  and  his  deflorate  ravaged  by  French,  t^>ops.  I  requeil 
:you  to  communicate  to  the  Eled^:  ;hici  aciermination,  and  Ul 
jaccept  Uu;  high  confidcratiun  with  wiiich  I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  humble  feryant, 
Hatry. 

TO  the  above  fummons   the  governor  replied — "  That  ^ 
.€€uld  Jiot  give  up  the  city  without  orders  from  the  Elector.**, 


THE  French  afterwards  applied  tothe  Audrian.governorJKeii; 
the  lauer  repUed — *<  That  the  Auftrians  mud  withdraw,  frovi 
■-Mentz  before  the  French,  entered  the  city  *." 


.yj/  Miniji^r  of  fxternal  Halations,  to  all  the  diplomatic  and  fi 

Agents  of  the  French  Republic. 

Citizens, 

X70U  are  placed  in  ^  new  fltuation.    Your .^publigin,  feqtir 
^  '  ments,  and  your  patriotic  exertions,  pug|it  to  foar  ii^to  ^ 
'  higher  flight. 

Of  the  powers  confederated. againft  French  liberty^  Engl/^nd 
alone  remains  to  be  combated.  She  is  our  eteroa)  enemy.  A  g;cqu 
•  expedition,  is  ■  preparing  againft  her.  The  wiibies  oi"  the  patioii, 
.  prefs  the  armament.  All  tbe  perfons  employed,  2\\  the.  fun&J 
'tionaries:of  the  government^  ought. in  this  refpeA  to  fecon4  t^ 
Ticwsofthe  Dire£lory.  .  Every  part  of  the  French  republfcsrt.tbjfi 
prefent.n^oment  ought  to.  make  war  agawpft  England. 

In  this  ^necal  nfiovement  you  neither  can  no|r  ought  to  rtmi^^n 
ijfiadive.  \«u  ought,  on  the  contrary,  to  ,;ake  a  diftinguifhpd 
-part  in  the  fucoeffr  of  tbe.enterprife.'    You  knpwithat,  for  a  lopg 


•  The  capitulation  for  the  furrcnder  of  Mentz  wa^  ligf?^  op.the  3»^h 
December,  at  WeCbadcn,  between  the  French  General  Hatfy  anci  General 
&ujty  Counfeilori Deel^  Kayferbergi  and  M.  Meers  and  Fabers. 

time. 


(is  ) ' 

lime,  the  arms  of  diplomacy,  terrible  in  the  hands  of  Ac  Eng!]j(Ii 
miaiOer,  have  lahguiflied  without  point  in  our  hands.  The  Exe- 
omvt  DireAory  is  defirous  to  reftore  to  this  department  its  vigour 
aadhftre.  The  peace  of  Canlpo  Formio  is  fitted  to  be  the  epoch 
of  lUs  change.  The  congrefs  of  Raftadt  will  put  the  l^ai  to  Hp 
itf  this  objed  you  ought  to  unite  to  promote. 

Avprefcnt,  citizens,  each  of  you  doubtlefs  forms  a  juft  idea  of 
te  grcatnefs  and  the  ftrength  of  the  French  repubtic.  Foreign 
Mirers  know-very  wdl,  and  it  is  unneceflary  to  remind  yoa^ 
tttt  you  reprefeht  the  fivR  people  in  Europe,  a  nation  confilting 
of  tinny  millions  of  men,  and  which  on  the  continent  nothing  is 
aUe  to  lefift. 

How  then  has  England,  a  power  inferior  In  means  and  in 
ftrtngth>  even  during  the  times  of  our  monarchy,  fucceeded  fbr 
more  than  an  age  in  thwarting,  and  ev^n  humbling  France  i  Her 
lofular  pofltion,  and  the  idea  of  liberty  of  which  (he  boafted,  have 
not  been  the  only  cifcumRanccs  that  have  contributed  to  this 
albniAiag  effed.  It  has  been  in  a  principal  manner  the  refult  of 
the  diplomatic  fyftem  purfued  in  England.  But  even  this  power, 
lib  the  whole  of  her  power,  is  fa£litious.  We  (hall  very  eafily 
be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  aflertion  by  following  the  train  of 
Englilh  hiftory  from  the  moment  the  Engli(h  interfered  in  the 
affairs  of  Europe. 

It  was  the  ProteSor,  Cromwell,  who  firll  gave  the  tone  to 

dirir  diplomacy.     Callinjg  to  his  aid  the  vigorous  and  ci-devant 

lepubVican  pen  of  the  celebrated  Milton,  Cromwell  ventured  to 

ffeak  to  all  the  cabinets  of  Europe  thitt  haughty  language  which 

the  miniQers  of  St.  James's  have  always  maintained,  and  which  in 

the  commencement,  being  only  the  overbearing  infolence  of  a  too 

fuccefsfol  ufurper,  appeared  in  the  fequcl  to  be  the  only  energetic 

and  haughty  language  of  a  people  calling  themfelves  free.     En- 

g^edin  wars,  the  long  feiies  of  which  began  and  ended  the  rcfgA 

of  Louis  XI V.  the  governments  of  Europe  confidered   as  ex- 

ticmely  powerful  thofe  who  gave  themfelves  out  as  fu'.h.     They 

ilbwed  themfelves  to  be' brow  beat,  and  yielded  without  inquiry  to 

the  preteofions  of  a  court  which  accompanied  its  mellages  with 

threats. 

Soon  after,  France,  refigned  to  the  government  of  an  indolent 
prioce  and  corrupted  minifters,  enfeebled  at  once  by  ufelefs  vi£lo*- 
ries  and  alliances  contrary  to  her  interefts,  reduced  to  the  moft  de- 
plorable impotence,  France  faw  herfelf  compelled  to  trembk  he- 
tore  the  pretended  genius  of  the  cabinet  of  London.  Strengthened 
hy  this  iilufion  more  than  by  any  real  power,  England,  at  the  end 
of  each  war,  figured  with  diftindion  in  the  pacifications  of 
Nimegucn,  Ryfwick,  Utrecht,  Aix  la  Chapelle,  the  treaty  of 
Saris,  the  conferences  of  Pilnitz,  and  the  fubfequent  crifis  of  our 
icvolution. 

1  TVis 
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This  prejudice^  citizens,  it  is  important  to  dcflroy.  This  co* 
loiTus  with  earthen  feet  muit  now  be  overthrown. 

It  18  incumbent  on  you  then,  citizens,  to  attack  with  courag( 
the  power  of  England  in  its  federative  force,  while  on  their  fide 
our  armi^,  precipitating  themfelves  on  her  coafls,  Ihall  difplay  tc 
the  eyes  of  the  governments  of  Europe,  on  whom  her  boafts  nav^ 
impofed,  the  true  fecret  of  her  weaknefs. 

Qbfe^e  then  what  in  this  refpe£l  is  the  courfe  you  ^ought  tc 
purfue. 

Place  your  conduct  in  dirc£l  oppofition  to  that  of  the  envoys  ol 
the  court  of  London  ;  adhere  to  this  rule,  which  cannot  miflea^ 
you.  The  caufe  which  they  defend  is  that^of  tyranny,  of  fncr- 
cantile  ayaricq,  of  Oiameful  and  criminal  machiavelifm.  All 
thefe  actions,  all  thefe  views,  bear  the  neceflary  mark  of  their  vi« 
cious  origin. 

What  has  prevented  England  from  imitating  Carthage,  which, 
in  order  to  render  the  nations  by  which  (he  was  furrounded  ttioh 
dependent  by  an  excefs  of  ambition  which  degraded  humanitjj 
"prohibftcd  thofe  Rations,  under  the  pain  of  death,  to  fow,  t? 
plant,  to  cultivate,  to  trade,  or  to  do  any  thing  of  this  kind?-^ 
prohibition,  the  recolledlion  of  which  excites  execration.  Is  hoi 
this  the  objedl  at  which  the  maritime  defpotifm  (5f  Great  Brltaio 
indireAIy  aims  ?  Dort  (he  not  wifli  to  cngrdfs  exclufively  tW 
commerce  of  the  whole  world?  And  what  cabinet  in  B'uropc 
could  b«  fo  blind  as  not  to  feel  the  intered  of  all  the  powers  ic 
Europe  to  combat  and  to  extirpate  fo  horrible  a  monopoly,  and  tc 
confine  to  their  itland  the  pretended  defpots  who  ought  not  to  in- 
terfere in  the  affairs  of  the  continent  ? 

With  regard  to  you,.citiy,cns,  the  caufe  you  defend  is  that  ol 
liberty,  of  philanthropy,  of  glory,  of  virtue.  The  fplendoui 
of  fo  illuilrious  a  caufe  nmd  be  rcflcflcd  upon  you  and  your  ac^ 
tions.  France  has  fought  by  land  for  her  independence  and  forhei 
natural  barriers ;  (he  is  iabout  to  combat  for  them  on  the  fea,  not 
for  herfelf  alone,  but  in  order  to  liberate  the  ocean,  and  to  eman- 
cipate all  the  nations,  which  arc  equally  the  victims  of  EAgliffi 
avarice. 

London  is  compared  to  Carthage  ;  the  French  might  better  ht 
compared  to  the  Romans.  But  Rome  was  too  much  a  firangei 
to  commerce  and  the  arts.  Rome  feemed  to  be  ambitious  only  tc 
conquer  the  world.  She  made  war  upon  Carthage  as  upon  t 
rival  empire,  not  as  a  commercial  people.  How  far  more  re- 
fpe£lable  are  the  motives  that  inlligate  the  condu£l  of  the  French! 
It  is  not  merely  the  injuries  of  feveral  ages  that  France  is  novi 
eager  to  avenge  on  the  Englifh  government ;  it  is  for  the  interefl 
of  Europe,  and  for  that  of  humanity,  that  the  French  govern- 
ment undertakes  to  vindicate  the  freedom  of  the  feas.  Theii 
vfurpation  in  that  rcfpet\  is  unparalleled  in  hiftory  ^  and  in  tht: 

poiff 
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point  of  view  it  becomes  the  duty  of  eve^  nation  to  put  up 
wifhes  for  the  fortunate  fuccefs  of  our  arms. 

Do  not  (hrink,  citizens^  from  a  manly  and  worthy  fulfiihient 
of  your  miflion.  Let  the  pen  and  the  voice  of  the  French  nego- 
tiators co-operate  with  and  fecond  the  courage  atid  the'  fword  of 
our  gallant  defenders. 

The  more  the  agents  of  England  are  imperious^  flirring,  '^nd 
crafty,  the  more  you  ought  to  evince  of  reAitude,  loyalty^'^nd 
of  that  moderation  which  exemplifies  much  more  (Irongiy  that 
morofe  auflerity^  the  chatafieriflic  features  of  real  power. 

Keep  a  watchful  and  jealous  eye  on  all  their  proceedings ;  pre- 
vent them  from  fncceedins  itf  the  formation  of  any  new  machi-' 
nations  againft  the  repumic.  Let  them  fee  that  you  incefTantlf 
purfiie  their  footftepSy  and  obferve  every  road  they  take ;  explore 
their  attempts  even  through  t|^e  fecret  recefles  of  cabinets ;  be 
bold  and  forward  to  face  and  attack  them  in  their  lad  entrench* 
ments.  Be  zealous  to  difcover^  and  vigilant  to  difconcert  the  dark 
Intrigues^  the  black  calumnies,  the  perfidious  fedu^ions,  and  the 
frightful  projeOs  which  it  is  the  ftudy  of  their  fecret  agency  to 
conceal.  Tnts  agency  is  bufy  in  every  quarter,  among  our 
avowed  enemies,  among  our  fworn  allies ;  in  Italy,  in  Spain,  in 
the  Batavian  republic ;  perhaps,  ftill  more  than  elfewhere;  in  the 
bofom  of  France  itfetf.  Relax  not  your  eiforts  in  counterafling 
their  influence,  not  by  petty  chicanery  and  difhonourable  frdnds^ 
but  by  wife  and  wcll-wifhed  reprefentation;5 ;  you  will  be  duly 
attended  to,  and  t)ie  Dire£lory  will  lend  its  arm  to  your  fupr 
port. 

It  will  be  your  duty,  from  time  to  time,  to  hold  out  to  the 
Diinifters  the  manly  energy  of  republican  language  ;  but,,  how- 
ever, without  bjeing  prodigal  of  means  that  muft  (Irikc  and  de* 
cide  :  be  always  prepared  to  tmmafk  to  me  the  horrid  machina- 
tions of  the  infernal  genius  of  the  cabinet  of  London.  Govern- 
ment fhoiild  be  acquainted  with  every  thing,  from  every  qukrter, 
and  in  due  time— yogr  refpeSive  inllru&ions  fhalt  be  pun£lually 
attended  to,  and  daily  compared,  and  thus  fubmitted '  to  the  in* 
rpedion  of  the  Executive  Dire^ory ;  and  it  is  furcly  not  your 
wifh  that  it.  fhould  learn  from  any  other  quarter  what  it  (hould 
fee  and  be  informed  of  through  the  medium  of  your  vigilance. 

As  to  what  perfohally  regards  you,  citizens,  endeavour  to 
make  yourfelves  beloved,  efleemed,  and  refpeded.  Do  not  fly  in 
the  face  of  the  ufagcs,  of  the  manners,  or  of  the  prejudices  of 
the  coimtries  where  you  refidic ;  byt  while  you  obferve  cveiy  thing 
that  is  due  to  decorum,. do  not  throw  off  the  cufloms  and  the 
manners  of  republicans.  In  the  room  of  unmeaning  etiauettp, 
fubftitutc  that  iuavity  of  temper,  that  polite  franknefs,  which  flow 
from  the  foul  of  virtue,  and  from  the  confcioufnefs  of  native 
dignity  which  liberty  infpires^  above  atl|  beware  of  a  ^\sx  ^t 
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too  common  in  our  daySi  I  mean  that  noify  and  irafcibk  fierce* 
nefs  vrhich,  in  a  diplomatic  cbarafier,  can  never  be  viewed  as  ai] 
aufpicious  difpofition ;  be  meafured  and  guarded  in  all  your  ac- 
tions, and  never  be  unmindful  that  impj^tuoflty  is  not  ftrength. 

It  is  my  intention,  citizens,  to  be  more  regular  and  frcquen 
in  communicating  to  you  the  views  and  notions  which  a  coriti' 
fpondence  with  you  may  fugged  ;  increafe,  therefore,  your  v^ 
lan^  and  punduality.  The  obje£l  of  the  prefent  is  more  paitf* 
cularly  to  form  between  the  agents  of  the  French  diplomacy,  tt 
adive  and  zealous  confederacy  againft  the  laft  enemy  whom  ill 
republic  has  to  fubdue,  and  thus  to  meet  and  accomplifli  th 
views  of  the  Direfiory.  Your  fird  and  leading  objeS  mud  even 
l^heie  fliow  how  little  the  Englifh  cabinet,  is  worthy  of  coa6 
dence,  -^ 

Exert*  all  your  endeavours,  citizens,  in  this  main  objed  41 
your  labours.  You  muft,  doubtlefs,  meet  with  great  difficultiea 
but  you  ,will,  and  know  how  to  furmount  them — be  not  4U 
heartened — the  army  of  England  will  remove  and  fmooth  awiq 
the  obdacles  that  oppofe  you.  The  country  keeps  a  fond  alK 
careful  eye  upon  you.  By  exadly  conforming  to  the  fpirit  d 
the  prefent,  you  may  look  for  a  fure  fupport  to  the  union  tik 
wifdom  of  the  Executive  DireSory,  and  to  the  friendly  and.te 
jievolent  intentions  of  the  minider  who  now  addrefTes  yoUf  bjF  f 
fpecktl  order  of  the  Direflory.     Health  and  fraternity,  •  » 

The  Minider  of  foreign  Relations, 

(Signed)  Talleyrand  Perxgord*  ^ 


Mejfage  from  thi  Executive  Dire^^ry  to  the  Council  of  Fh9 

Hundred  on  the  j^h  jfanuary. 

Citizens  Repreftntativcs, 

'l^HIS  day  the  proper  officers  proceed  to  feize  all  Englifl 
•*•  merchandife  being  in  France,  or  introduced  into  its  terri 
tories  in  contravention  of  the  law  of  the  loth  Brumaire.  SucI 
is  the  fird  aft  by  which,  fince  peace  has  been  given  to  the  coiAv 
pent,"  the  war,  long  declared  againd  England,  at  length  begin 
to  afTume  its  real  charaSer.  •     ^ 

The  French  will  not  fuffer  this  power,  which  every  where  in: 
troduces  its  manufa£)ures,  and  takes  nothing  of  foreign  indudr] 
in  return,  longer  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  its  wicked  fpeculations 
Since  it  had  to  fear  the  capture  of  its  veflisis,  it  has  bribed  fbteigo 
captains  to  take  on  board  Englifli  merchandife,  and  to  introdua 
^hem  by  artifice  and  fraud  into  other  countries,  and  particufarl] 
into  the  French  republic.  Neutral  powers  mud  have  perceived, 
that  by  this  conduft  their  merchants  were  taking  p^rt  in  the  ivar^ 
Ifmd  IfcndiAg  fuccour  to  pne  of  the  belligerent  powers.     Neutral 

powers 
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■fonrinmightto  have  perceived  that  England,  in  eizing  the  (hips 

.(if -Other  powers  bound  for  :France,  and  fuffering  the  circulation 

of  none  but  their  own  manufadures,  looked  to  an  exclufive  com- 

iBoce.  .A  law  of  the  marine,  and  a  regulation .  made  in  1704^ 

"Ubreall  (hips,  in  which  (hail  be  found  Englifh  mercharidife 

Uonging  to  enemies,  lawful  prize.     Thefe  regulations  (hould  be 

-coeiided ;  the  intercft  of  Europe  requires  it.     The  Direfiory 

•dii&sthat  it  is  urgent  and  neceflary  to  make  a  law  to  declare  that 

ihe  date  of  veflels,  fo  far  as  concerns  their  quality  of  neutral  or 

Md\tj  Ihall  be  determined  by  their  cargo,  and  that  the  cargo 

Aall  not  be   protefied  by  the  colours ;  and  confequently,  that 

ereiy  veffel  found  on  the  fea,  having  on  board  the  produce  or 

•diadumdifes   of  England,  or  of  her  poflfeflions,  for  her  cargo^ 

eitiier  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  (hall  be  declared  a  lawful  prize* 

It  ^lould  be  ufeful  alfo  to  declare  at  the  (ame  time,  that  the  ports 

of  the  republic  fhall  be  (hut  agaioft  all  foreign  veflTels  which  (hall 

hlveeiitered  in  their  paiTage  into  thofe  of  England.     The  Execu- 

liieDiredory  requires  of  you,  citizens  reprefentatives,  to  adopt 

iMe  meafures.     No  neutral  or  allied  power  cad  be  miftaken  in 

their  objed.     The  infallible  efk&,  or  this  raeafure  is,  to  raife 

tk  falue  xff  the  produce  of  their  foil  and  of  their  induftry,  to 

inatafe  the  profperity  of  their  commerce,  to  reje£i  every  thing 

coDUDg  from  England,  and  influenoe  e(rentially'  the  termination 

of  the  war.,     •        ' 

Such  are  the  motives  which  induce  the  Executive'  DireAory  to 
imte  you,  citizens  reprefentatives,  to  take  the  objeA  of  this 
incflageinto  your  immediate  confideration. 

(Signed)  Barras,  Pre(ident. 

'  La  garde,  Sec.  Gen« 


> 


PnclamatUn  of  the  Executive  Dire^ory  to  the  French  Nation*    . 

Citizens,  Paris^  17/A  Nivofcf  Jan.  6,  tth  Tear. 

^H£  legidative  body  has  this  moment  confccrated  the  patriotic 
4  vow  ^[t;red  up.  to  the  Diredory  by  the  merchants  of  Paris^ 
hypubli(hing  the  law  relative  to  the  Engli(h  loan.  The  Execu.^ 
tive  Diredlory  \»  now  al>out  to  recall  to  your  minds  the  motives 
which  .ought  to  intereft  every  individual  in  the  fuccefs  iOf  .thi^ 
QxaAire. 

Citizens,  conquerow  of  Europe — ^there  only  remains  to  tri- 
ttn^  over  one  enemy,  whofe.  dominion  is  cfver.  the  fca,  and 
whofe  power  pretends  to  (hut  you  from  it. 

The  agriculture  of  France,  its  commerce,  its  induftry,  all  is 
Wiefted  fmm  you  ^y  the  £ngli(h,  who  block  up  your  ports. 

la  Y« 
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.  Yt  in  particular,  Froich  traders,  manufa^rers,  ye  tvho  an 
employed  ia  the  znaritirae  departnieuts  and  in  the  great  com- 
munesp  fecohd  by  your  ^eal  the  example  which  has  been  fet  by 
the  merchants  of  Paris.  Do  you  hear  the  miniderof  Great  Bri* 
taini  who  informs  you,  with  the  moft  vain-glorious  infolencei 
that  the  trade  of  England  is,  with  refped  to  that  of  France,  as 
the  proportion  of  eighteen  to  one  ;  that  the  imports  and  exportf 
amount  in  France  but  to  400,000,0091  whilft  thofc  in  England 
exceed  (even  milliards  ? 

Have  you  a  moment  to  lofe  in  putting  a  period  to  the  calcnhir* 
tions  of  firitiih  avarice  ?  France  has  been  compelled  temporarilj 
to  facrifice  its  credit  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  war.  Now  viAorj 
ought  to  repay  thoie  facrifices,  and  reflore  at  once  that  portion  d 
wealth  and  rank  whidi  the  extent  of  its  territory,  its  population, 
itscoafts),  and  its  rivers,  entitle  it  t«  hold  among  commercial  na^ 
tions.  Moft  efteemcd  merchants,  think  of  this  I  Lay  the  found 
ation  of  your  riches  on  the  credit  of  the  nation.  You  behok 
the  government  prohibitintg  EngliOi  goods  and  merchandiies 
whilft  it  is  eager  to  open  new  fouices  for  French  indufiir y*  Thi 
craufe  is  your  own.  What  you  do  to  promote  the  war,  youdi 
for  yourfclves,  for  the  fucceft  of  your  tiade,  for  the  intereft  o 
your  families,  and  for  the  benefit  of  your  pofterity. 

Citizens  of  every  degree,  think  what  great  effedis  will  xeful 
from  the  efforts  you  are  about  to  make  to  humble  and  punilh  tht 
cabinet  of.  London.  For  ages  has  England  troubled  the  repofb  o 
Europe :  its  reftkfs  genius  has  tormented  the  whole  continen 
from  which  it  imagines  itfelf  invincibly  feparated.  French 
men,  teach  this  iik  that  it  is  not  inacceffible  becaufe  it  is  infu 
lated,  and  deflxoy  within  its  bofom  thofe  mifcrics  which  it  ha 
extended  to  your  own  dwellings.  England  once  vanquiOied,  : 
pefpetual  peace  will  be  firmly  eftaUiflied,  and  the  balance  « 
Europe  will  remain  invariable ;  for  the  French  republic,  to 
mighty  to  be  attacked,  will  have  no  inducement  to  attack  ortiers 
it  will  be  too  powerful  to  be  actuated  by  ambition,  and  it  wil 
not  fed  the  defire  of  going  beyond  its  limits. 

This  -we  may  aiibre  you  of*— criumph  over  the  Engliih,  and  yo 
give  peace  to  yourfelves  and  yoar  <kfccYidants.  You  beOow  i 
cveaantke  whole  hmnaa  race.  Your  battles  will  be  the  la: 
that  (hall  be  fanght.  It  is  you  who  will  Hop  the  career  of  mil 
tary  giory^  and  in  future  the  heroes  of  France  will  have  no  rivai 
to  contend  with. - 

But  it  is  not  fufficiest  to  taik  to  yoii  of  giory.  The  Frenc 
lievokition,  diverted  from  its  couife  by  fo  many  obflacles,  cndei 
vours  to  recover  its  fouice»  We  otigltt  never  to  forget  that  tli 
^iacipie  on  which  it  fist  ont  was  phitofophy,  its  obje£t  liberty 
and  that  its  defenders  have,  above  all,  taken  up  anus  for  d 
fcappincfs  of  nations.    You  dcfise  to  overthrow  the  dominion i 

tl 
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ijjtcabUiet  of '  Loiidoii».*lnjt  you  do  not  vidi  to^nfiave  tlie  Eng^ 

Ulh.    After  the  iafallible  fuccels  of  the  arms  of  the  republict 

de people  of  England  rely  on.  you  for  relief  from  thofe  enor- 

iMtti  taxes  which  weigh  down  the  inhabitants  of  its  cities  and 

tkculdvators  of  its  fields. 

Ibftet  citizens,  to  convince  this  nation  that  you  feparatc  it 
6om  that  hatred  alone  due  to  its  oppreiTors.  May  Frepchmea^i 
eves  \oyaly  and  ever  invincible,  become  in  England  at  once  the 
cooi|uerors  of  the  miniAry  and  the  faviours  of  the  citizens*— the 
nnmiifliers  of  the  court,  and  the  liberators  of  the  people. 

IJo  not  believe  that  the  Englifh,  if  free,  would  helitate  to 
demand  a  glorious  peace.  The  Engliih  themf elves  compare  the 
mcbiafelifm  of  aheir  own  government  to  the  loyalty  of  tiio 
French  republic.  They  have  themfelves  admired  the  moderation 
o(  the  French  republic  in  its  treaty  with  Auilria.  They  know 
tiot  10 the  (Iruggle  which  their  government  forces  them  to  renew, 
vfajtevtr  may  be  the  event,  the  chances  arc  decidedly  againft 
England.  If  France  is  vi&orious  in  its  fird  attack,  the  govern* 
jMot  of  Great  Britain  falls  under  the  weight  of  an  immenfe 
debt  If  aoy  reverfe  of  fortune  retards  your  fuccefs,  the  Eng- 
Gfli  will  fee  that  nothing  can  abate  your  courage,  or  weary  your 
-perfeverance.  The  longer  the  eiForts  of  France  (hall  be  pro- 
kogcd,  the  more  will  its  debt  for  indemnity  accumulate,  and 
Earope  knows  that  debt  mud  be  paid  fooncr  or  later* 

What  in  fa£l  has  been  the  rcfult  of  that  formidable  league 
wUch  the  cabinet  of  St.  Jameses  organizes  againft  you  at  Pilnitz? 
They  have  forced  you  to  fi{;ht  for  your  independence.  They 
kavedifputed  with  you  the  poileflion  Oa'  Belgium ;  you  have,  id 
defending  it,  conquered  Lombardy ;  by  defending  Lombardy^ 
)OBhave  made  the  Rhine  the  limit  of  France*  The  war  com- 
nencedagainft  you  in  1792^  at  forty  leagues  from  Paris-^n  1797 
jwi  terminated  it  withli)  thirty  leagues  of  Vienna.  Every  impe- 
diment thrown  in  the  way  of  peace  has  given  the  ligual  for  new 
ri&ories. 

0  Frenchmen,  of  every  defcription,  the  Engllfh  have  done 
pu  eileatial  injury !  Their  cabinet  has  excited  your  internal 
difoords ;  it  is  that  which  has  raifed  Europe  againil  you :  it  is 
that  which  has  armed  you  one  againft  another.  Turn  your  arms 
aguaft  it ;  march  to  London.  There  you  will  extirpate  the  caufe 
oCyourmiieries.  At  London  you  will  find  peace  abroad,  and 
the  end  of  your  troubles.  Having  no  other  enemies  to  conquer, 
]ou  will  only  have  to  think  of  founding  your  republic  on  tho 
bafis  of  repofe  and  happinefs. 

You  have  run  a  lon^  career ;  another  (Irugglc  yet  remains,  and 
the  objedl  is  attained.  Certain  precautions  already  announce 
riflor}'.  The  power  of  cnthufiafni  has  no  limits  in  France 
Xo  prophcfy  your  iiicccfs,  mcafurc  your  will.     Your  cnemica 


• 

have  but  one  lio^j  i^liicft  is,  to  agitat^ymir  mlrids^  if  they  ^ai 
to  difcourage  you,  ind  to  difunite  joOf  It  is  In  yourt>wn  mine 
they  wiifa  to  fight  with  yoti.  In  other  rifpe&s  yoci  have  nothin 
to  fear.  Prove  to  them  by  the  tfFcQ,  that  you  are  aduated  bi 
by  one  fentiment.  Let  every  one  be  eager  to  contribute  to-a  gre; 
national  undertaking ;  let  everyone,  according  to  his  refource 
intereft  himfelf  in  the  propofed  fubfcn'ption.  May  your  eagoi 
nefs  to  fill  this  loan  be  a  pledge  of  that  terribte'  rapidity  wit 
which  the  expedition  will  be  carried  on  ;  and  be  aiTiired,  that  en 
at  the  report  of  this  unanimous  movemenr,  the  cabinet  of  Lot 
don  will  be  akeady  vanquifhed.: 

The  Elxecutive  Diredory  decrees,  that  this  procl^knation-ldni 
be  printed,  pofled,  read,  and  publifhed  in  ^11  the  communes  i 
the  republic.     It  (hall  be  inferted  in  the  bulletin  of  the  laws.  ' 

The  minifters  of  juiliccand  the  interior  are  to  give  an  iu 
count  of  its  publication  to  the  Executive  Drredory. 

(Signed)  P.  Ba^ras,  Prefidfent. 

La  GARDE,  Secretary  Gene^ 


Liberty,   Equalitt. 

m 

TBe  CMtmtffarj  of  the  Executive  DireSfory  at  the  municipal  Jdm 
nifiratiau  of  the  Canton  of  Calais^  to  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Cat 
tan* 

Citizens, 

n^HE  viftorious  French  republic  no  longer  apprehends  dangi 
A-    from  its  enemies  without. 

The  coalition  being  deftroyed,  leaves  England  expofed  to  he 
mercy ;  that  power  alone,  after  having  fupported  each  of  th 
vanquiChcd  powers  in  their  turn — after  having  rent  Frahce  wit 
inte^ine  commotions,  will  now  fuftain  the  whole  weight  of  he 
Indignation  and  of  her  vengeance.  The  money  which  (he  ha 
lavimed,  and  which  flic  yet  continues  to  lavifh,  will  not  fave  he 
from  the  fword  of  the  republicans,  and  it  is  this  fword  which  wil 
foon  avenge  the  caufe  of  aH  Europe,  of  violated  principle  and  o 
^berty  trodden  under  feet.  Its  corrupt  and  tyrannical  govern 
roent  will  give  place  to  that  which  the  people  of  England,  wor 
thy,  no  doubt,  of  freeHom,  (hail  fubditute  to  it,  and  be 
fore  the  frees  (hall  have  their  ftrft  leaves  on  them,  the  tri*co 
loured  ftandard,  floating  on  the  Britifli  foil,  (hall  remind  them  d 
what  they  ^erc  and  what  they  ought  to  be.  ■ 

But  in  the  moment  of  fixing  for  ever  the  de(tinieB  of  the  M 
republic  in  the  world,  the  government,  turning  its  attention  h 
home,  is  qo  longer  difpofed  to  leave  the  internal  enemies  of  th* 
date  any  reafon  to  hope  for  (iiccefs,  and  i$  determined  to  deftro; 

them 
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bcm;  not  b^cHufs'  itit  lyprehenfive  of- their  cffi^t/  bat  becaufd 
(key  weaken  tho  public  fpirit,  mkI  becaufe  it  is  time  to  give  to 
Aeftatc  all   thai  energy  wtuch  has  been,  vainly  .attempted  to  be 
Uioyed.     Goyeroineuc  "wiibes  to  r&liyall  the  fsietids  of  their 
cflOBiry  and  of^  liberty  by  republican  iniiitutions  ;  becaufe  repub- 
fioa  inftitutioos  alone  can  give  energy  to  the  public  mind,  and 
gpnte  withioyi.what  its  vidorious  arms  have  efleded  without. 
•  Aw;aken^  then,-  republicans  of  tlus  canton,  from  your  fluro* 
kis;  you  efpeciaUyy  patriots  of  1789,  who  do  not  confound  U- 
beitj  with  licence,  .and  the  lawji  with  anarchy*.    This  is  the  mo« 
mentin  which  yoQ  mud  confolidate  your  work,  and  fix  for  ever 
the  fate  of-  France.     Rife  from  your  depreflion,  fecond  the  efforts 
of  aipvemment  which  is  perpetually  triurr.phant— ^a  government, 
wbickqn-the^th  of  September  deilroyed  the  hopes  of  the  royalift 
fft&'wo,  and  fixed  peace,  and  fccured   liberty  on  the  moll:  un- 
ilttkea  bafts.  /  Dare  to  avow  your  principles  openly  ;  dare  to  call 
yourfelvcs  republicans ;  suul  may  this  title,  hitherto  unfavourably 
Hipnied,  become  henceforth  an  honourable  title ;  and  may  thofe 
▼ho  do  not  deferve  to  (hare  it  with  you,  at  leaft  learn  to  be  filent. 
Officers  of  government !  it  is  to  you  in  particular  that  I  ad- 
drefs  myfelf.     Remember  the  republic  will  only  be  ferved  by 
ikofe'  who  are  the  friends  of  liberty.  ,  Remember  there  is  no 
hi^  any  room,  to  temporize,  and  that  you  mud  frankly  (how 
yourfclves  to  be  what  you  are.     If  there  are  any  among  you  who 
tie  not  devoted  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  remember  that  of  all 
kinds  of  bafenefs  it  is  the  greated  to  receive  pay  and  maintenance 
and  to  hold  a  place  under  a  government  which  you  deted,  and 
(be  deAru^ion   of   which    you  are   defirous    to    bring    about. 
Quit  your  (ituations  before  you  are  driven  from  them,  and  lay 
aUe  a  maik,  which  fooner  or  later  will  be  torn  from  you. 
•  Zealous  officers  of  the  republic,  it  is  on  you  that  the  republic 
(tarticularly  relies,  and  on  your  example  and  your  influence,  to 
give  vigour  to  the  public  mind.     Employ  in  your  offices  none  but 
die  partifam.of  liberty,  and  difcard  thofe  who  have  fignalized 
dicmfelires. by  contrary  opinions*     Scrupulouily  obferve  the  days 
tf  itfottf  and  let  your  offices  be  clofe  (hut  on  thofe  days,  and  do 
jfoif  yoqrfeives  aflemble,  together  with  the  magidrates,  in  the 
tenple  of  the  laws,  there  to  be  prefent  at  the  promulgation  of 
the  ocipf  decrees  and  orders  of  government,  to  hear  the  recital  of 
thciir  triumphs,  the  fongi  compofed  on  their  vidories,  and  the 
civic  difcourfes,,  which  are  to  encourage  and  give  drength  to  the 
ipve  of  the  country. 

Government  requires  that  I  ihould  acquaint  them  with  the  con- 
^A  of*  thole  ^bo.  ad.  contrary  to  thefe  indru£lions ;  and  I  notify 
to  ]fo^  that    I  (hall  neither  betray:  the  truth  nor  neglcd  my 
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Yon  foOjwhohave  been  included  inth#requirition,and  hare  bee 
oMe^  by  means  of  the  exceptions  tirhjch  government  has  thougl 
proper  to  make,  to  preferve  yowrfelves  at  home  with  your  fami 
Kes,  (hould  recollect,  that  the  favour  you  have  met,  renders 
particularly  incumbent  on  you  to  refpeft  government,  and  t 
aflift  it  by  combating  the  enemies  at  home,  while  your  brav 
comrades  are  engaged  in  contending  with  thofe  abroad. 

Citizens  of  all  clalfes ;  at  the  commencement  of  hoftilitk 
again (t  England,  thefe  coads  are  about  to  be  covered  with  th 
numerous  battalions  of  the  conquerors  of  Italy. — ^Vclcome  the! 
\tviz  dcferKlers,  and  receive  them  with  honours ;  obferve  thei 
wounds ;  remember  the  ids  of  \'alour  which  they  have  pei 
formeJ — remember,  inat  half  naked,  in  want  of  every  thinj 
^nd  forgetting  that  they  had  relations  and  children,  and  confidei 
ing  only  that  their  country  and  liberty  were  threatened,  they  f< 
cured  thefe  bleflings  by  their  blood — remember  that  they  dail 
^avcd  death,  while  you,  quietly  at  home,  were  contented  t 
jead  the  details  of  their  vf<5lories  by  your  fire-fide. — Render  thci 
then  that  tribute  of  gratitu^lc  "which  they  have  a  right  to  expe£k- 
apptaufe,  at  lead,  you  owe  them. 

They  indeed  may  fpeak  of  their  country  and  of  liberty — the 
know  what  they  have  done  for  them,  and  may  conftder  them  s 
their  own  work,  fince,  without  their  efforts,  neither  the  one  nc 
the  other  would  have  been  in  exidence.  It^is  by  uniting  youi 
felyes  to  thefe  men  that  you  ^^diI  learn  to  appreciate  the  value  k 
thefe  gre;^  bleflings,  liberty  and  the  republic.  As  to  you  wl 
sbhor  thefe  benefits — you  efpecially,  ftrangers,  to  whom  the  r 
public  affords  an  afylum — you,  too,  whom  paflions,  prejudio 
and  refcntments,  render  in&nfible  to  her  glory  and  to  her  tr 
iimphs,  who  daily  pour  forth  your  guilty  wHhes  for  her  ovc 
throw,  whom  the  memory  of  part  horrors  cannot  deter— wh< 
ever  you  be,  and  wherever  you  exift,  be  careful  not  to  miftal 
the  indulgence  of  government  for  weaknefs.  1  give  you  noti<^ 
that  the  end  of  this  indulgence  is  at  hand ;  and  remember,  th: 
the  power  which  has  deftroycd  all  the  kings  of  Europe  can  wil 
a  breath  annihilate  you. 

Internal  enemies!  believe  that  government  knows  and  fc 
every  thing  ;  clubs,  taverns,  and  places  of  public  entertainmen 
nothing  can  efcape  their  vigilance.  Awaken  all  of  you  fro 
your  error:  you  efpecially  who  have  fiifFcred  yourfelves  to  be  co 
rspted  by  perfidious  influence,  return  to  thofe  fentiments  whi< 
you  awe  your  country,  and  draw  that  line  between  you  and  tl 
agents  of  England  which  can  alone  proteft  you,  can  enfure  yi 
fafety,  and  hinder  you  from  fharing  the  puniflinnent  whi< 
awaits  all  men  who  feek  to  thwart  its  projeds. 

Citizens  of  all  clalFes,  I  (hould  betray  you  were  I  to  conceal 
<niel  truth.     la  fpite  of  my  conitant  efforts  to  didinguiih  tl 
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oals.of  the  inhabitants  of  Calais  from  fome  individuals,  perhaps 
fiore  icnprudent  than  culpable,  I  have  not  been  able  to  prevent 
isvcminent  miftrufting  this  commune ;  I  have  not  been  able  to 
ficvciit  them  from  conHdering  it  in  an  unfavourable  point  of 
ikvi  and  from  fufpeding  that  there  are  a  number  of  individuals 
IB  it  who  oppofe  its  meafures,  who  regret  the  monarchical  fyllem, 
and  who,  devoted  to  perfidious  England,  are  ready  to  aifilt  the 
liews  of  that  power.     "  We  are  in  polfeflion,"  fays  the  Direc- 
tory, in  its  letter  to  me,  *^  of  the  clue  of  this  plot,  and  we  ai- 
itaidy  know  part  of .  the  truth,  that  the  public  fpirit  is  corrupted 
auDong  you,   and  you  alone.     You,  commiflary,    in  whom  we 
have  pbccd  confidence,  you  alone,  among  theie  numerous  denun- 
ciatioDs,  cannot  find  one  guilty  perfon.     What  are  you  about  ?«^ 
Wc  remind  you  of  your  duties,  and  of  your  oath." 

No,  my  fellow*citizens,  I  profefs  it  loudly-"»(io,  you  are  not 
given  up  to  perfidious  England.  Its  gold  has  not  corrupted  you  ; 
public  fpirit  is  not  extingiiifhed  among  you  ;  and  if  the  Englifh 
ivho threatened  the  walls  of  Dunkirk,  ihould  have  come  to  pr^fent 
themlelves  before  the  memorable  gates  of  Calais,  it  is  then  that 
the  world  would  have  been  convinced  that  if  fome  among  you 
irere  formerly  devqted  to  a  king,  you  would  all  have  been  rer 
Iblvedto  perifl],  in  order  to  prcferve  liberty  and  the  republic* 
.  No;  both  of  them  are  for  you  the  only  objedof  your  wifhes 
and  of  your  folicitude.  You  .have  proved  this,  by  the  numerous 
IkriBces  which  you  have  already  made,  and  you  may  hereafter 
fluke.  Ko — no,  you  are  not  Engl  ilh  men  ;  you  are  French- 
oaea— you  are  even  republicans.  I  undertake  to  convince  go^ 
yeromeot  that  it  has  been  deceived. 

At  this  moment,  when  the  armies  approach,  when  the  go- 
Tcmment  is  making  every  preparation  for  invalion,  you  mud, 
citizens,  remove  every  fufpicion,  by  breaking  off  all  connexion 
and  communication  with  the  country  which  the  republic  is  about 
to  attack,  and  cover  with  its  arms  :  you  will  avoid  every  corre- 
fpondence,  which,  though  really  innocent,  might  cxcfte  the  jear 
bufy  of  the  government,  and  caufc  intentions  to  be  ascribed  to 
you  which  you  have  not,  and  which  you  are  far  from  entertain- 
ing. This  is  one  facrifice  more,  but  it  is  time  to  make  it ;  and 
you  will  make  it  readily,  becaufe  it  is  indifpcnfable  ;  bccaufe,  by 
lb  doing,  you  will  prevent  new  infmuations  from  occafioning  new 
errors  \  becaufe  it  wilt  be  one  proof  more  of  your  devotion  and 
your  civifm. 

A  patriotic  loan  is  now  opened  at  Paris,  in  order  to  accele- 
rate the  approaching  invafion..  Already  have  the  adniiniftration* 
lad  the  body  of  merchants  at  Paris  fubfcribed  fcvcral  millions. 
A  number  of  individuals  in  the  departments  arc  hallening  to  fol- 
low this  example*  You  will  no  doubt  imitate  th^n. 
■  Vot.VlI.  K  Goverii- 
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Government  has  left  it  tb  the  merchants  of  Paris  to  fix  themi 
lelves  the  mod  fpeedy  mode  of  repayment ;  and  they  will  them*? 
ielves  ailift  the  operation  of  it,  wliich,  as  far  as  it  appear^  at 
prefent,  is  by  the  produce  of  the  poilage  of  Calais. 

You  will  join  your  offering  to  mine  of  lOO  iranks,  which  I 
propofe  to  add  to  thofe  already  made.  I  (hall  tranfmit  it  to  the 
municipal  adminiilration,  who  will  keep  an  account  of  the  namc^s 
ci  the  lenders.  The  whole  fum  will  be  fent  off  from  Calais  in 
ten  days»  and  you  will  prove,  that,  fo  far  from  the  gold  of  £ngr 
land  being  all-powerful  with  you,  you  can  yourfelves  lay  down 
money  to  humiliate  and  reduce  it. 

I  repeat  it  again,  fecond  my  r-tfbrts :  do  not  reduce  me  to  tho 
cruel  slternative  of  being  obliged  either  to  ufe  feverity  in  tha 
performance  of  my  duty,  or  to  betray  it  by  a  culpable  indul-  . 
gence.  May  I  always  be  happy  enough  to  be  able  to  prsclaim 
the  civifm  and  the  virtues  of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  never  un- 
happy enough  to  profeaite  the  guilty  at  the  expenfe  of  my  owj| 
feelings. 

No!  citizens  of  Calais,  you  will  ftill  be  what  you  always 
have  been — the  -friends  of  the  country,  of  liberty,  of  equality^ 
amd  of  the  conftitntion;  and  you  will  always  gladly  exclaim^ 
Vive  la  republiqui  ! 

(Signed)  PlGAtrLT-MAUBAILLARCQ^ 

Commiflary  of  the  Executive  Diredoiy* 


Itefolution  fropofed  by  Vtllers  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred^  amf 
adopted,  rejpe^ling  Ships y  on  the  i  \th  January. 


2.  n^HE  fituation  of  all  fhipi  and  veifels,  with  regard  to  their 
-^  quality,  as  neuter  or  enemies,  fliall  hereafter  be  deter- 
mined by  their  cargoes ;  therefore,  every  veflel  found  at  fea« 
laden,  or  partly  laden,  with  the  produce  or  merchandife  of 
£nglan«i,  or  of  any  of  its  poflfemons,  is  declared  a  lawfu) 
prizc;  whoever  be  the  proprietor  of  the  faid  produce  or  mer- 
chandii'e. 

a*  No  foreign  veflel,  which  in  the  <:ourfe  of  her  voyage  may 
have  entered  an  EngliQi  port,  (hall  be  permitted  to  enter  any 
port  of  the  republic,  unlefs  fhe  be  in  diftrefs ;  in  which  cafe,  (he 
Ihall  be  obliged  to  fail  as  foon  as  the  caufcs  of  her  diftrefs  (hall 
jiave  ceafd. 

•    3.  This  refolution  (hall  be  fent  to  the  Council  of  AncientSj  by 
yi  meifenger  of  (late. 

1  

■   fThe  Council  of  Ancients  approved  of  the  refolution.] 
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E^f/,  ty  Rinif  to  the  Coimcil  of  Ftve  Hundred^  5  Pluvtofe  (Jam 
24) f  refpeiiing  the  Treatment  of  French  Prif oners  in  England^. 

VOUR  committee  has  executed  a  moft  painful  taflc.  The/ 
^  are  now  to  place  before  your  eyes  a  feries  of  crimes  at  which 
%  have  already  fbuddered— -to  demand  vengeance,  in  the 
■me  of  outraged  humanity,  againft  the  Engiifii  government-— to 
iMcicfty  while  they  woynd,  your  feelings — and,  in  fine,  to  offer 
diofe  means  which  they  regard  as  effedual  for  faving  the  nearly 
CKboAed  lives  of  22,000  republicans,  entombed  in  the  dungeons 
of  England. 

The  Englifli  government  has  heaped  the  meafure  of  oppref- 
fioo,  and  the  cries  of  death  are  railed  againft  it  from  the  foup 
quarters  of  the  globe.     It  has  every  where  fuftained,  by  guilty 
amos,  a  power  firfl  eflablifhed  by  corruption  or  by  treafon.     It 
fccBB  to  wifh  that  rivers  (hould  not  flow  but  for  the  ufe  of  £ng« 
larf-^hat  the  feas  fhould  bear  their  veffels  only,  and  that  all  the 
prodndioDS  of  the  New  World,  and  of  the  diftant  regions  of  Hin-* 
Mao,  fhould  become  the  prey  and  the  aliment  of  her  univerfal 
CDinmeTce.     In  opprelfed  India,  not  a  ftep  can  be  taken  without 
fiibovering  tho  train*  of  Englifli  guilt;     In  that  fair  country^ 
finrouied  of  heaven,  but  defolated  by  man,  the  Englifli  gave,  ja 
few  years  ago,  a  dreadful  example  how  far  der^totifm  may  go^ 
when  joined  with  avarice  and  inhumanity.     To  obtain  the  mer* 
dttndife  of  India  at  a  better  rate  for  England,  the  company  of  the 
hner  coined  rupees  of  gold  to  the  amount  of  fcvcral  millions,  but 
into  which  there  entered  at.lcaft  two-thirds  of  alloy.     Thus  the 
WRiched  inhabitants  were  deceived  and  robbed  in  their  fales*  But 
(xm  after  the  Englifh  had  put  this  falfe  money  into  circulation^ 
they  perceived  that  they  muft  fuffer  themfelves,  from  its  return  in 
the  way  of  commerce  and  of  contribution.     The  Indians  vvere^ 
therefore,  ordered  to  exchange  ihefc  gold  for  filver  rupees.   They 
esse  with  confldence  to  make  this  exchange,  when  the  money 
which  was  fabricated  to  rpb  them  was  taken  only  at  its  a^ual 
value— an  iounenfe  lofs  to  the  opprefTed — as  great  a  gain  to  thcic 
Cfpitflors. 

A  fliort  time  afterwards,  Bengal  was-afHicied  with  an  horrible9 
faxight;  Rice  grew  only  in  fome  parts,  and  there  in  a  fmall 
fBandty.  Of  this  the  Englifh  took  poflcilion  ;  they  moDopolized 
with  avidity  whatever  provifion  was  to  be  found,  and  held  it  in 
■rfervt  for  themfelves  and  their  fcpoys.  Thus  fccure,  they  dif- 
ieiaeA  to  attend  to  a  numerous  people,  who  were  threatened  with 


•  The  Englifh  government  publiflicd  an  account  of  their  treatment  of 
French  prifoncrS,  which  our  refers  will  find  in  a  fiibfcqiicnt  parr  of  this 
▼olumc,  and  v^hich  proved  the  allegations  of  France  10  be  totally  un- 
fcynded. 
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the  approach  of  famine.  It  came,  accompanied  by  defpair,  :|n^ 
followed  by  the  mod  fearful  of  deaths.  For  many  days  the  In- 
dians, confumed  by  hunger,  but  (till  meek  and  fuppliant,  were 
feen  wandering  like  plaintive  ghofts  around  thofe  fortreiTes  where 
their  tyrants  revelled  in  abundance.  A  vad  filence  foon  reigned 
throughout :  and  the  public  ways  and  places  were  covered  with 
dead  bodies,  and  the  rivers  rolled  them  by  thoufands  to  the  ailo- 
niftied  feas !  Three  mtlliins  of  men  periJBed !  and  their  wretched  re-* 
mains,  abandoned  without  interment,  fo  corrupted  the  atmo- 
fphere,  as  to  Create  a  peftilence^  which  had  nearly  deft^oyed  this 
unfortunate  nation! 

On  recolleSing  thefe  faSs,  diftindly  and  eloquently  dated  by 
the  hiftorian  of  the  two  Indies  (Raynal),  we  may  refent,  but  wc 
can  never  be  furprifed  at  any  conduct  of  the  Englifh  government* 
It  is  the  exclufive  talk  of  that  government  to  deceive,  to  corrupt^ 
to  fow  divifions,  and  to  employ  for  their  profit  all  the  violent  and 
mod  hateful  paifions  of  the  human  heart.  It  is  their  taik  to 
combat  our  revolution,  after  having  contributedtoexcite.it;  to 
avenge  the  fall  of  the  throne  which  they  had  previoufly  weakened. 
They  it  is  who  give  an  afylum  to  the  emigrants,  and  then  cover 
them  with  humiliations — who  pretend  to  fuccour  thefe  traitors^ 
and  then  conftgn  them  to  death.  They  landed  them  at  Quiberon^ 
and  there  not  only  abandoned  them  to  the  republican  bayonets,  but  . 
'fldually  fired  with  grape-fhot  on  thofe  who  fought  to  fave  them* 
felves  by  returning  to  the  vefTels  which  they  falfely  deemed  hofpi- 
table !  It  belonged  to  that  government,  in  fine,  at  that  epoch,' fo 
glorious  for  Hoche  and  his  brave  companions  in  arms,  to  expofe 
as  privates  the  officers  of  the  ancient  royal  marine,  and,  on  their 
fall,  to  fay,  with  a  fmile  but  ill  difguifed, — <*  There  the  belt 
fiiariners  of  France  have  perifhed  !'* 

You  mud  remember,  citizens  reprefentatives,  the  misfor- 
tunes which  marked  the  fird  year  of  the  republican  acta — Lyons 
in  a  date  of  infurreSion — Marfeilles  agitated — Toulon  furrendcr- 
ed — our  magazines  dedroyed,  and  our  fliips  either  burned  or  car- 
ried off  by  a  perfidious  enemy.  A  civil  war  was  then  kindled  ia 
our  territory  ;  and  the  rebels  were  armed  and  furnilhed  with 
provilTons  by  England.  The  infamous  PuifTaye,  whom  even 
emigrants  mud  hate  and  cowards  defpife — this  confidential  agent 
of  Pitt  was  then  organizing  aiTafTmation  in  the  wedern  dc« 
partments; 

What  (hall  I  fay  of  the  fufferings  of  your  colonies,  inflifted 
and  paid  for  by  the  Englifh  ?  Am  I  now  to  fpeak  to  you  of  their 
Jogs,  formed  into  regiments,  breaded  with  fpikes,  and,  after  hav- 
ing been  ftarvcJ  for  the  purpofc,  let  loofe  among  the  ranks  of 
ourfoldiers? 

It  may  fcem  impoflible  to  add  to  this  long  catalogue  of  their 

atrocities;  but  the  coiidu£l  of  this  government  to  their  republican 

^  prifoners 
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witDoets  adds  a  darker  ihade  to  the  pi&ure}  and  muft  excite  tho  ' 

indignation  of  every  civilized  country. 

Ytom  the   coanmencement  of  the  wdr,    dur  prifoners   were 

laUted.     In  defpite  of  thofe  proper  regulations  agreed  to  by  all 

iHfeiQDS,  they  placed  indifcriuiinatcly  in  the  fame  prifon  officers 

aid  privates — a    circuniftance  productive   of  unpleafant  confe- 

qoenceSy   and   injurious  to  difcipline.     When   obje£lions   were 

Ottde  to  this  abufe,  the  agents  of  the  cpurt  replied  with  a  Sardonic 

[flule,  **  You  are  republicans,   you  wifli  for  equality,  and  you 

muft  therefore  be  treated  equally."     They   were  fearful,   how- 

:    ercT,  of  reprifals,    and  foon  after  accepted   the  parole  of  our 

officers. 

i       Their  hatred,  however,  ftill  manifefts  itfelf  with  refpcft  to 

^*    oorprivateers ;    and   certainly  not  without  rcafon  ;    f6r  if  the 

national  marir>e  has  hitherto  been  in  a  d^xe  of  nullity y  theauxili- 

'     ary  marine  of  our  cruifers  has  infli<3ed  fome  fatal  blows  on  the 

Britilb commerce.     That  government  has,  in  confequence,  made 

adidinflion  between  the  officers  commanding  in  national  vclTels 

and  thofe  of  privateers.     The  latter  have  ftill  the  melancholy  pri- 

vil^e  of  being  mod  ill  treated,    and  are  confined,  in  the  fame 

dui^us  with  their  failors. 

Wc  might  make  a  volume  of  the  aSs  of  cruelty  which  have 
been  inflided  on  ouf  fellow-citizens,  in  the  unhealthy  priions  in 
yhich  they  are  crowded.  Some  are  confined  in  old  Ihips,  others 
inill-conllru(5led  huts,  where  they  arc  expofcd  to  damp  and  cold  : 
oven  ftraw  is  refufed  to  them,  and  they  are  compelled  tO'  lie  in 
niifc  and  ordure.  They  are  called  by  the  \iSo(\:  infulling  app'vlia- 
pons,  and^on  their  appearance  before  a  licentious  populace,  dirt 
^  flung  in  their  faces.  They  are  beaten,  and  even  Ihot,  ow  the 
faulleft  pretext. 

Thefc  fads  are  proved ;  they  are  ftated  in  a  great  number  of 
papers  referred  to  your  committee.  Judge  of  them  by  that  1 
am  about  to  read,  and  which  is  not  of  the  mod  affliding  tenor. 
There  are  fome  of  them,  the  reading  of  which  you  could  not 
poffibly  endure. 

[The  reporter  then  proceeded  to  read  a  long  letter  from  the 
owners  of  privateers,  captains  and  officers,  at  Nantz,  containing 
a  detail  of  thofe  enormities  to  which  in  his  fpecch  he  had  alluded. 
Amongft  other  inftances,  this  letter  mentioned,  that  an  Englilh 
foldier,  for  his  amufement,  had  fired  at  a  French  prifoner,  and 
Ihot  him  dead  :  an  Englifh  commiffary  was  fent  for,  but  inftantly 
Ktired,  after  coolly  faying,  **  //  is  only  a  Frenchman  /" — Again, 
that  a  female  who  had  lain  in,  was  fuifered  to  remain  for  forty- 
eight  hours,  without  being  able  to  procure  a  glafs  of  water  1 — 
"Vengeance!"  cries  the  reporter,  "  vengeance  againft  this  cruel 
government!"     The  members  immediately  arofe,  waved   their 

hats. 
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^hats,    and  in  concert  with  the  galleriesi    repeated  the  crj  df 
"  Vengeance!'*]  '  ;     ■ 

Riou  then  moved  the  foHowing  refolutFons :    ~ 

That  the  Executive  DireQory  (hall  inftantly  take  the  neceflSoT^ 
meafuresi  to  infure  the  provifionmenty  maintenance,  and  coiifo3- 
lation  in  their  illnefs^  of  the  French  citizens,  now  prifoners  ii 
England. 

That  they  are  authorized,  for  this  purpofe,  to  take  the 
fary  fums  from  tiie  mod  difpofable  part  of  thofe  fands  which 
afligned  to  unforcfeen  expenfes;  and,  if  this  refolirce  ihould  tkK 
be  fufficienti  to  make  it  up  from  the  amount  of  the  patriotic 
donations. 


Mmu 


The  Baf avian  Conftitueni  AJfembly  to  the  Bat  avian  PeofUm 

Fellow-citizens, 

npHE  day  has  arrived,  when,  for  the  fecond  time,  your  libwtj^ 
"*  was  to  be  defended,  when  the  independence  of  this  repubUd 
was  to  be  proteded  ag<iin(l  the  violent  attacks  of  fedition,  when^ 
at  length,  the  explofion  of  a  plan  as  baleful  as  artfully  contriveif^ 
was  to  be  prevented  by  the  vigorous  meafures  employed  by  yooif 
faithful  reprefentatives  for  the  fafety  of  the  country  ;  meafures^' 
without  which,  yoti  would  groan  under  heavier  chains  than  yon 
had  ever  carried  i  meafures  commanded  by  imperious  neceflSty; 
meafures  which  we  have  been  compeUed  to  adopt  by  the  criminal 
conduft  of  thofe  men,  who,  though  enemies  to  the  fundamentfti 
principles  of  our  laft  revolution,  have  conftanily  combined  to  held 
in  their  hands  the  reins  of  government.  It  was  tinfie  to  fill  up 
this  abyfs,  dug  between  the  condiiuted  government,  and  the 
fhapclefs  fcdcralifm  of  fome  peopid  united  in  appearance,  but  each 
regarding  only  his  own  particular  iritcreft.  Our  country  has  often 
fclt  the  baleful  effcfls  of  fuch  an  order  of  things :  it  is  owing  to  ifp 
that  you  never  know  your  own  proper  ftrength  :  it  is  to  it  that 
England  is  indebted  for  the  means  of  forming  among  you  internal 
diviflons:  it  is  it  that  has  chained  down,  nay,  that  has  even  cxtin- 
gui[hed  a  courage  otherwife  fo  intrepid,  and  that  patriotic  fptriC 
fo  freqtiently  manifeftcd.  It  is  owing  to  it,  in  fine,  that  each 
page  of  our  annals  is  filled  with  baleful  events;  and  it  is  this 
which  would  bring  us  back  infenlibly  to  the  deteftable  govern- 
raent  of  the  Stadtholder,  and  which  would  make  us  to  regret 
thofe  chains  which  we  have  broken,  with  the  affiftance  of  otir 
faithful  allies,  and  at  the  price  of  the  greateft  facrifices.  It  Was 
time  to  remove  all  obllacles,  and  to  organize  evi?ry  thing  necei&rf 
for  the  attainment  of  a  fixed  order  of  things.  It  was  time  to  put 
an  end  to  that-  ftate  of  confufion  and  uncertainty^  which  for  threi 
years  h^  ftopt  up  the  fourCes  of  our  happinefs,  and  conduced  us 
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Mo  the  brink  of  the  precipice  which  we  have  juft  this  moment 
e(caped.  It  was  time  to  dire£l  our  attention  to  a  danger,  which 
the  patience  and  indulgence  of  the  French  people  fo  longendured^ 
wbofe  attachment  is  not  cooled,  notwithflanding  the  intrigues 
employed  by  a  wicked  fadion  to  alienate  them  from  us.  It  was 
time  to  render  illufive  all  the  attacks  upon  your  liberty,  attacks 
which  were  every  day  renewed.  It  was  time  to  render  ufelefs 
the  plans  of  thofe  who,  with  a  view  of  felf-aggrandizement,  have 
endeavoured  to  furpport  the  federal  regime^  and  to  render  the  revo- 
lution, fo  falutary  in  its  principles,  not  Only  illufory  for  you,  but 
even  pernicious  in  its  effeds.  It  was  time  that  the  oath,  which 
was  made  for  the  fafety  of  the  country — an  oath,  which  many 
pronounced  with  a  falfe  heart — an  oath  lately  renewed  in  your 
prefence,  fliould  be  realized  by  your  true  friends.  For  thofe» 
then,  who  have  no  objed  but  the  general  good,  and  to  point  out 
to  the  country  the  means  of  repairing  the  evils  which  cunning  and 
ireafon  have  caufed ;  for  thofe,  then,  there  is  no  other  line  of 
condud  to  adopt,  but  to  deprive  thofe  wicked  beings  of  the  means 
of  injuring  you  again.  The  plan  of  eftabliftiing  the  reign  of 
fome  patrician  families  upon  the  ruins  of  the  government  of  the 
Sudtholder,  by  attempting  to  opprefs  the  real  friends  of  their 
country,  of  extinguifliing  their  courage,  anci  depriving  them  of 
fiiength  to  oppofe  tyranny  ;  the  plan  of  fubje6ling  you  to  the  in- 
fupportabie  yoke  oFan  eledive  ariAocracy,  under  the  name  of  a 
popular  government  by  reprefentation,  and  making  you  embrace 
a  (hameful  flavery,  by  giving  you  nothing  but  the  (hadow  of 
liberty — this  wicked  plan,  fo  clearly  exprefled  in  the  form  of 
the  Gonditution  which  you  have  juft  rejeded,  was  never  loft  fight 
of;  on  the  contrary,  it  became  more  and  more  dear  to  all  its  ad- 
herents; and  the  only  difference  between  it  and  the  attempts 
hitherto  made  for  the  fame  purpofe,  is  an  increafe  of  artifice  and 
vtolcnce.  It  was  referved  for  the  French  republicans  to  fecond 
the  projects  of  true  republicans,  to  extricate  you  a  fecond  time 
from  the  gulf  into  which  they  would  have  plunged  you.  We  had 
no  alternative  between  the  laft  political  crifis  and  the  profpe£l  of 
ieeing  liberty  for  ever  enchained  ;  and  what  patriot  could  hefitate 
A  moment  in  his  choice  ?  Yes,  Batavians,  we  are  feen  in  the 
cruel  neceffity  of  putting  in  a  ftate  of  arreft  feveraJ  members  of 
your  reprefentative  aflembly,  and  of  removing  others  from  the 
government,  not  with  a  view  to  injure  them,  or  profcciite  theni 
lor  their  coik1u(9,  for  we  are  too  well  convinced  of  the  baneful 
oonfequeoces  of  a  reign  of  terror;  but  to  prevent  them  from  un- 
dermining the  foundations  of  our  laft  political  revohition,  and,  by 
deftroying  all  obftacles,  to  dire6l  your  attention  to  a  regular  order 
of  things,  for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying  defpotifm,  and  ftiutting 
out  allaccefs  to  anarchy  ;  a  meafure  which  will  cement  the  fafety 
pif  the  Batayian  repub)iC|  and  render  it  as  ufcful  to  its  allies,  as 
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formidaMe  to  its  enemies.  Do  wc  offer  you  an  exaggerated  pifln 
of  the  ftate  of  things?'  Have  we  recourfe  to  calumny  to  infpi 
you  with  hatred  towards  h'oneft  men  ?  Or,  do  wc  render  homaj 
to  truth  ?  The  attacks  upon  civil  liberty,  are  they  not  manifel 
Are  not  the  protcdion  and  favour  fhown  to  the  Houfe  of  Oran 
well  known  ?  Was  it  not  enough  to  be  a  patriot,  to  be  defpifi 
and  rejefted?  Have  they  neglefted  any  means  of  deftroyii 
public  fpirit  ?  And  has  not  the  organization  of  the  troops  of  t! 
land  been  a  long  time  the  fource  of  complaints?  Have  they  n 
endeavoured  in  your  reprefentative  affemblies  to  defend  the  cot 
mittce  of  union  ?  Have  not  feveral  of  your  governors  Ihamcfu] 
combated  the  lenity  of  the  republic  ? — the  fole  means  of  renderii 
us  happy  at  home,  and  powerful  abroad.  Have  they  not  retard 
by  every  pofTible  means  the  formation  of  the  national  guard,  th 
bulwark  of  liberty,  as  formidable  to  defpots  as  falutary  to  t! 
bappincis  of  the  people  ? 

Is  not  commerce  with  our  natural  enemfy  tolerated ?  What  < 
we  fay? — Is  it  not  protefted,  in  defpite  of  the  laws?  Is  it  n 
fufFcrcd,  in  various  places,  to  employ  the  armed  force,  to  ftii 
the  voice  of  the  citizens,  and  to  maintain  with  vigour  an  infole 
defpoiFfm  ?  Have  they  not  employed  the  trcafures  of  the  natio 
thofe  trcafures  amafled  at  the  price  of  your  Tweat  and  your  bloq 
to  corrupt  every  thing,  to  make  you  accept,  at  the  point  of  tl 
bayonet,  a  conftitution  which  you  have  rejedled  with  indignatioi 
Have  they  not,  in  every  refpeft,  given  vile  egotifts  an  afTuran 
of  impunity  ?  Have  they  not  permitted  a  few  individuals  to  c 
rich  ihemfelves  with  the  fruits  of  your  labours,  which  you  empti 
in  coflFcrs  no  fooncr  filled  than  exhaufted  ?  Are  not  thefe  nourif 
cd  by  the  blood  and  tear^  of  the  orphan  and  the  widow  ?  Ha 
they  not  raftily,  without  any  neceflity,  and  even  againft  the  i 
teniion  of  the  French  government,  expofed  the  national  navy,  t 
weak  remains  of  our  former  grandeur,  to  deftru£tion  ?  Have  \ 
not  recenly  remarked  the  deteftable  efforts  put  in  praftice,  tod 
prive  us  of  the  means  of  re-eflabli(hing  our  maritime  force  ?  ai 
if  the  government  had  not  been  changed,  would  not  the  plan  ha 
cfFeflually  fucceeded  ?  Has  not  the  public  credit  been  fhaken 
meafures  as  impolitic  as  perfidious  ?  Have  we  not  feen  the  diffi 
cftt  provinces  openly  oppofc  the  will  of  the  national  reprefeni 
tives  ?  and  are  not  the  latter  torn  to  pieces  by  the  fpirit  of  part; 
Are  they  not  rendered  contemptible  by  the  want  of  energy  ?  ai 
have  they  not,  by  half  meafures,  broken  the  ties  of  adminifh 
tion  ?  Ah!  while  all  this  palfes  under  your  eyes,  and  the  lofs 
the  republic  becomes  inevitable  by  the  continuation  of  thefe  horro 
the  national  fpirit  will  never  awake  from  its  lethargic  ilcep.  W 
you  not  all  arm  to  combat  the  enemies  of  your  happinefs,  and 
crulli  them,  if  they  obftinately  pcrfift  in  their  defigns?  T 
dcfccndams  of  thofe  heroes^  who,  without  any  other  means  th 
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Enrage,  exterminated  the  whole  Spanlfli  power,  fliall  they  be 

intimidated  by  the  vain  meafures  of  a  band  of  tyrannical  egotifts? 

Ihall  they  infamoufly  hide  themfelvcs,    when   preparations  are 

unking  to  givca  mortal  flab  to  liberty?  And  we,  rcprefentatives, 

oMerving  thcfe  odious  enterprifes,  how  can  we  be  juftified  before 

joo,  before  our  children,  if  we  were  to  remain  longer  unmoved? 

SiKmM  we  not  be  worthy  of  being  compared  to  thofe  defpicable 

beings,  who  feek  to  raife  their  power  on  your  ruin,  and  whom, 

by  wir  vigorous  meafures,  we  liave  at  length  dellroyed  ?     Will 

not  our  memory  ever  flouriih  in  the  annals  of  ti'ne  ?     No,  no, 

Batavians;  we  will  fwcar  upon  the  altar  of  liberty,  upon  which 

the  people  of  the  Low  Countries  have  already  made  offerings, 

while  others  flill  continue  flaves;    we  will  fwear  by  our  general 

intercll,  by  the  profperity  of  our  children,  by  the  happinefs  of 

poftcriiy,  that  we  will  never  fuffer  either  dcfpotifm  or  anarchy. 

We  will  all  fwcar  to  fnatch  the  country  from  its  flate  of  op- 
preffion,  and  to  fpare  no  facrifice  to  fucceed.  We  will  prove,  by 
ourcondud,  that  we  cherifh  civil  liberty  as  much  as  we  abhor 
liceotioufnefs. 

Range  yourfelves  around  the  general  adminiflration,  to  fuppott 
it  in  every  meafurc  which  may  be  judged  necelTary  to  attain  this 
grand  objed:  thus  wefhall  foon  obtain  a  good  conflitution,  founded 
upon  the  eternal  principles  of  nature,  fufceptible  of  no  change,  and 
on  which  alone  fhall  be  built  our  political  happinefs. 

Thus  we  will  filence  calumny,  and  make  our  adverfaries  blufh; 
thus  we  will  evidently  prove  to  the  greateft,  the  mofl  courageous 
ofail  people,  that  it  was  not  in  vain  they  fuccourcd  us,  in  order 
to  cafe  us  of  the  yoke  by  which  we  were  curbed.     We  will  prove 
thatBatavia  is  worthy  a  fraternal  alliance  with  this  nation.    Thus 
will  Europe  again  know  us  the  worthy  defcendants  of  thofe  Bata- 
vians who  defended  liberty,  when  the  whole  univerfe  bent  the 
knee  to  the  power  of  domineering  Rome.     Soon  will  it  acknow- 
ledge, in  the  prefent  generation,  the  fame  people  who  formerly 
fhook  the  throne   of  Philip ;    the  fame  people  who,  by   their 
courage  and  valour,  fo  extended  their  poflcffions  in  other  parts  of 
the  globe,  that  the  fun,  in  its  regular  courfe,  always  fhone  upon 
fiatavia,  in  the  one  or  the  other  hemifpherc ;  a  people  who  com- 
bated the  mod  formidable  powers  in  the  world ;  who  forced  the 
commerce  of  the  whole  univerfe  to  unite  in  its  flates;  who  held 
in  their  hands  the  political  balance,  and  bore  their  fceptre  on  the 
Ottan.     Batavians,  it  is  to  this  degree  of  greatnefs  that  we  mufl 
return,  by  means  of  a  good  and  wife  conflitution.     But  never 
ftall  we  return  to  it,  if  the  order  of  things,  or  rather  that  fyfle- 
nxatic  diforder  which  for  two  years  enfnared  us,  continues  to 
exift.    The  monfter  federalifm,  little  different  from  the  hydra  of 
the  aocientS;  can  only  be  conquered  by  an  effort,  which  fliall 
deftroy,  at  one  blow,  all  its  beads.    This  great  blow  is  about  to 
Vol.  VII.  L  ^ 
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be  ftruck — already  the  monfter  agonizes,  but  it$  laft  convulii«M 
may  Hill  be  dangerous,  and  we  mull  provide  againft  them.  Na 
focicty  can  exift  without  order.  It  is  above  all  important  tb«C 
there  (bould  be  no  troubles  during  an  intermediatory  governmeiit* 
Let  every  one  then  fubmit  to  the  orders  prefcribed  to  the  govern- 
ment*  jLet  ihem  be  perfuaded  that  the  momentary  facrifice  of 
fome  part  of  our  civil  liberty  has  no  other  objc£l  than  that  of  pro- 
curing us  a  good  conAitution^  and  of  afluring  us  the  entice  ea- 
joyment  of  liberty. 

All  the  condituted  authorities  (hall  continue  their  prefent  ope- 
rations, until  the  neceifary  changes,  in  a  manner  regular,  9mdt 
conformable  to  the  general  good*  The  /oi-di/ant  prr)virional  nd^ 
minifirations,  or  confUtuted  authorities,  in  the  different  proviacec^ 
and  the  regencies  in  the  different  cities,  diflriSs,  or  villages,  aa 
well  as  the  adminiftrations  of  dykes,  rivers,  and  bridges,  (hall  be 
continued  till  this  period,  and  (ball  be  fubjcd  and  refpon&bk  to 
the  executive  power. 

The  committee  of  jufticc  (hall  remain  proviGonally  upon  their 
prefent  footing;  and  there  fliall  be  no  change.  All  officers^ 
mayors,  procurators  of  communes,  and  public  accufers,  fhall 
proviGonally  continue  the  exercife  of  their  fundions,  and  (halt 
purfue,  with  redoubled  activity,  all  diflurbcrs  of  peace  and  order, 
whatever  mafk  they  may  aflfume.  Perfons  and  property  fliall  be 
proteded  from  every  infult*  The  law  which  exiils  in  this  refpe£fc 
(ball  remain  in  force,  and  (hall  be  rigoroufly  executed  ;  commerce 
ihall  be  proteded ;  and  every  one  fiiall  enjoy  that  fafety  which  ia 
the  foundation  of  all  focial  union.  No  inhabitant  of  proviBces 
ftill  exiiling,  no  community,  fociety,  or  corporation,  (hall  imite 
for  the  purpofe  of  making,  colleAively,  to  this  aifembly,  or  to 
the  executive  power,  any  demand  or  petition  ;  but  every  Batavian 
citizen  (hall  be  permitted  to  propofc  his  opinions,  and  defend  fail 
interefts. 

Thus  this  new  order  of  things  will  be  eftablifbed  without  diffi«- 
culty  or  confudon,  and  the  objeA  which  hns  rendered  it  neceflfary, 
will  be  completely  fulfilled.  Thus  the  ardent  views  of  the  tri» 
BaUvians  are  about  to  be  accompli fhed,  and  a  good  and  wife  con* 
fiitution  will  confolidaie  our  happinefs,  fulfil  the  wiihes  of  our' 
allies,  and  render  us  formidable  to  our  enemies. 

Batavians,  It  is  to  arrive  at  this  falutary  objeft  that  theaffembly. 
of  your  reprefentatives  have  this  day  formed  themfelves  into  a 
con(tituent  body,  reprefcnttng-  the  Batavian  nation,  under  the 
pre(idency  of  citizen  H.  Midderich,  and  has  named  provifionally 
for  its  fecrctaries  citizens  Adr.  Ploos,  Van  Amftel,  L.  C.  Vonk^ 
N.  F.  Van  Bennckom,  and  the  fccreiary  of  the  ct-devant  oatiooal 
affembly,  citizen  J.  Van  Haeften.  We  will  order  each  of  thefc 
to  refpe£t  the  fignature  of  the  temporary  prefldent,  as  well  astjutt 
of  one  of  his  fecretaries,  or  his  fuccc^s  \  and  to  obey  and  follow  all 
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mdei^and  commands  fo  figned,  as  enQ3(natingfr(5ni  tis.  A)l  petf- 
imy  before  they  are  addreiled  to  the  conftituent  aflembly,  repre* 
faitmg  the  Bataviati  nation,  and  afl  fentences  of  colleges*  charged 
tlMrthe  adminiftration  of  jnftice  throughout  the  Batavhin  repub- 
Ic,  fliaH  be  henceforth  in  the  name  of  the  Batavian  nation. 

Thb  (hall  be  pubiiihed  and  poRed  up  every  where  according 
tocuftom.  We  order  and  charge  the  conftituted'  authorities  of 
the  Batavian  republic,  who  remain  in  their  functions,  to  give  the 
necefiary  orders,  that  our  intentions  in  this  refped  may  be  exe- 
cuted. 

Done  and  decreed  by  the  faid  aflemUy  at  the  Hague^  the  aad 
of  Jmuary  1798,*  the  4th  year  of  Bkt&vian  liberty. 

H.  MiDDEBtrcHT,  Prefident. 

Undfer  is  i«^rittten,  by  ordfer  of  the  latter, 

(Signed)  W.  F.  Van  Benivskom. 


<^tmL**mi^ 


Pnclantafion  publijhed  a(  Venice  on  the  i^th  Jan.  1798. 

Vflnetaait, 

A  PTER  fill*  great  agitations,  your  deffiny  ts^,  at  fengrfr, 
fixed.  It  i^  with  reafon  you  rejoice  at  this  happy  event, 
lender  the  domitmn  of  our  atfguff  fovereign,  the  Emperor,  you 
'fflf  enjoy  the  felicity  which  your  wife  condli^^  has  merited",  and 
wfcich  yoar  new  form  of  government  will  fecure  more  and  more. 
Meatwhile,  General  Count  de  Wallis,  commander  of  his  Ma* 
f&fiumy  in  Italy,  has  ordered  that  the  prefent  provifiqnal  go- 
verament  (hall  remain  in  aflivity,  and  be  compofed  of  five  mem- 
bers in  addition  to  the  committee  of  police.  The  civil  and  cri- 
AJiidaiitliOiities,  and  alfo  thofe  belonging  to  the  finances,  are 
<•  continue  in  the  fame  (late.  Matters  are  to  continue  on  the 
feme  footing  until  his  Majefty  fhall  otherwife  ordain. 


.  Pnclamation  fuhiifhed  at  Verona  on  the  %ld  January ^  by  Antoine 
Count  Mitfrofwfiiy    General  of  the  Armies  of  his  Imperial  Ma^ 

1  BAVE  learnt,  withf  the  moft  lively  grief,  that  many  perfons 
in  flic  city  were  yefferday  molcfted  and  injured.  I  am  more 
Aw  alKired  of  the  afleftion  and  good  difpofttion  of  thefe  court- 
Vies;  and  I  hope  that  the  exceifes  committed  laft  night  will  not 
again  take  place  ;  and  I  with  to  believe  they  have  only  been  prt>* 
^Qccd  by  a  miftaken  zeal.  I  defire  the  repofe,  happitiefs>  and 
fifcty  of  every  individuaf. 

m^ene  has  a  right  ro  d^himfelf  juftice;  it  belongs- tfo  the  g^ 
vvnunenty  aod  I  ihall  take  care  it  (hall  be  exercifed.     The  end 
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of  this  proclamation  is  to  invitCy  and  to  order,  under  the  (li^ 
vereft  painty  all  the  inhabitants  to  abftain  frooi'lnfultingy  in  any^ 
fliape,  by  meetings  or  clamours,  the  true  fubjeds  of  his  Ma*^ 
jefty.  Numerous  patroles  (hall  be  commanded  to  preferve  public 
order.  I  flatter  myfelf  that  the  people  of  Padua  will  refpefi  mj^ 
orders,  and  will  not  force  me  to  punilh  difturbers,  and  particu- 
larly the  fecret'inftigatorsof  the  troubles. 


Proclamation  publifjed  on  the  2d  February^  at  Padua. 

*DY  order  of  Generaliflimo  Count  de  Wallis,  the  aulic  depart-^ 
^^  ment  of  judice  and  general  police  of  Padua. 

The  intention  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  is  to  preferve  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity  and  the  mo(l  perfed  difcipline,  in  order  to  afliir^ 
to  his  new  fubjeSs  the  fafety  of  their  perfons  and  enjoyment  o^ 
their  property.  Confequently,  he  prohibits  all  meetings,  all* 
private  injuries,  libels,  and  provocations  which  may  be  made  b]^ 
his  fubje£ls,  of  whatever  religion  or  country. 

He   likewifc  prohibits  every  one  from  bearing  fire-arms 
fwords,  under  the  accuftomed  penalties  in  his  Majefty's  ftates. 

Whoever  (hall  dare  to  difobey  the  prefent  order^  (hall 
immediately  punKhed  by  the  military  commandant,  who  (halL 
equally  watch  over  the  difturbers  of  the  public  repofc  and  fecret:: 
inftigators,  againft  whom  the  police  (hall  aft  vigoroufly. 

Whoever  (hall  refift  the  armed  force  fhall  be  puni(hed  with, 
death. 


Letter  from  the  General  in  Chief  Hatry^  to  M,  de  Bartels^  Com^ 
mandtr  of  Manheiniy  dated  from  Head  garters  at  MeniZf 
Feb.  6. 

npHE  Executive  DireSory  have  given  me  orders  to  declare  to 
■^  the  Elecjlor  Palatine,  and  to  you,  Sir,  who  command  the 
troops  in  Manhcim,  that  they  demand  the  moft  fpeedy  fatisfac* 
lion,  as  well  on  account  of  the  rcfidance  which  has  been  of- 
fered to  us  in  attempting  to  take  poifeffion  of  the  Tcte  du  Pont 
At  Manhcim,  and  the  other  pofts  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine^ 
as  on  accciunt  of  the  confequenoes  of  that  refidance ;  and  that 
ihey  require  that  fatisfa£tion  be  made  to  the  French  foldiers  who 
have  been  wounded,  and  to  the  relations  of  fuch  as  have  been 
killed. 

The  Executive  DireSory,  in  the  (irm  pcrfuadon  that  no 
delay  will  take  place  in  making  fuch  fatisfa£lioo,  fufpend  all  hof- 
titties ;  but  if  the  Eledor  Palatine  (hall  not  explain  his  conduA 
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astothefe  points  in  the  mod  fpeedy  and  fatisfaAory  qfarlnef  to 
ik  Ficoch  republic,  I  ihall  be  obliged  to  recommejice  boiU- 
lioes. 

(Signed)  Hatry. 


Sdjlance  of  a  Proclamation  pubUJhed  at  Ergoul  on  the  ^th  Feb. 
1798,  by  General  Shauenbourg^  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army 
9h  tht  Frontiers  of  Switzerland^  to  his  Army. 

'PHAT  the  troops  are  to  make  no  more  conquefts,  but  only  to 
•■•  fupport  the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  liberty  againft  expiring 
ariftocracy,  which,  in  a  federative  republic,  affefls  the  privi- 
leges of  monarchy,  and  reviles  the  defcendants  of  William  Tell, 
nifcr  the  title  of  fubjefls.  To  fulfil  this  objeS,  he  hopes  that 
the  defenders  of  the  country  wrill  prove,  by  their  condu ft,  that 
the  French,  terrible  in  battle,  are  humane  and  generous  towards 
tbepeople  who  unite  with  them  in  friendfliip  ;  that  diforder  will 
befeFerety  punifhed,  and  that  obedience  to  the  chiefs,  refped: 
forthelaws,  and  fentiments  of  humanity,  will  be  inculcated. 


Liberty — Equality. 
The  French  Republic ^  one  and  indivijible, 

PROCLAMATION. 

Jwjofeph  Hipolite  Mallartie^  General  in   Chiefs  Governor^GenC'^ 
rdaf  the  IJle  of  France  and  of  the  Re- union j  and  Commandant^ 
Gttural  cf  the  French    EjlahliJIment s  to  the  Eaft  of  the   Cape  of 
SyJ  Hope. 

Citizen*;, 

IT  NO  WING  for  many  years  your  zeal  and  attachment  for  the 
interefl  and  glory  of  our  republic,  we  are  very  impatient, 
todconiidcr  it  a  duty  to  make  known  to  you  the  propofitions  that 
we  have  received  from  Tippoo  Sultaun,  by  two  ambaffadors 
which  he  had  ferU  to  us.  This  prince  has  written  particular  let- 
ters to  the  colonial  aflbmbly,  and  to  all  the  generals  employed  in 
that  government :  he  has  likewife  addjeffed  to  us  a  packet  for  the 
Executive  DtreSory. 

Firft.  He  demands  to  make  an  alliance,  offenfive  and  defen- 
fivc,  with  the  French,  propofing  to  maintain  at  his  charge,  as 
bog  as  the  war  Ihall  continue  in  India,  the  troops  they  can  fend 
Imd. 

Seomd.  He  promifes  to  furnifh  every  neceffary  for  that  war, 
cKoept  wiae  and  brandy,  of  which  he  finds  himfelf  abfolutely 

de(litut«,  - 

Third, 
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Third.  That  alt  prepairations  arc  madte  ready  to  r^rfre  il 
fuccouFs  tiphich  they  fliall  give  to  him ;  and  on  rKc  arrivaf  of  rt 
troopSy  the  chiefs  and  officers  (hall  find  every  thing  neceflsrry  1 
caiFiy  on  a  war  that  Europeans  are  little  accuftomed  to. 

Fourth.  Finally,  he  only  waits  the  moment  when  the  Frenc 
Ihall  come  to  his  aid,  to  declare  war  againd  the  Englifli,  ardenti 
wifliing  to  drive  them  from  India, 

As  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  reduce  the  lUinber  Of  the  1071 
and  io8ih  regiments,  and  de  la  gardt  Jdii^  da  Port  d$  la  frvk\ 
nitey,  on  account  of  the  affiftanc^;  \ye  have  fent  our  allies  tk 
Dutch,  we  invite  the  citizens  voluntarily  to  embody  themfelves  i 
tti€\x  refpeftiv^  municipalities,  to  ferve  under  the  colours  c 
Tippoo.*  Thi^  prince  defircs  alfo  to  have  the  citizens  of  colon 
freemen  ;  and  we  invite  all  thofe  who  wifh  to  ferve  under  his  bax 
tters,  to  enrol  themfelves. 

We  can  afliirc  all  the  citizens  who  wi(&  to  enrol  themfelve 
that  Tippoo  will  make  advantageous  treaties,  which  will  contini 
with  his  ambaifadors  who  may  engage  for  themfelves,  befides  i 
the  name  of  their  fovereign,  in  fuch  way,  that  the  FrencB,  wS 
ihalT  have  taken  part  in  his  armies,  fhall  not  be  retained  when  the 
jviib  to  return  back  to  their  country. 

Done  this  loth  Pluviofe  (29th  Jan.),  the  6th  year  of  tt 
French  republic. 

*  (Signed)  Mallartib. 


wm^mtimm^  <[i    .  !»<■  *      I  t  >  .  I  ■  >ii 


Letter  from  his  Excellency  M.  de  Samhs  Rolliriy  Pruffian  Mimjhf  t 

Paris  J  to  the  Regenty  at  Cleves. 

Gentlemen,  Paris^  Feb-,  i8v 

'T^HE  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  this  moment  informs  me,  thfl 
"*•  the  Direftory  has  ordered  the  French  commiflioner,  Citize 
KAidler,  to  diftontinue  every  meafure  tending  to  organize  you 
jArovirtdes.  This  ftep,  which  proves  the  uprightnefs  of  the  Di 
reSory,  has  been  adopted  in  confequence  of  my  having*  expol 
tWlated'  on  the  above  meaftires. 

I  therefore  haflfen  to  acquaint  you  with  it,  and  remain, 

(Signed)  Dfi  Sando*  Rottnti 


■«   •!  ■■     1  ■■■^<fcj>ai,i 


Decrev  of  the  Executive  Dire^ory^  publijbed  on  the  24/i  Pehc 

X.  ^TTHE  minifter  o£  the  marine-  and  the  colonies  (hall  ioiniedi 
'"-  ately  repair  to  Breft,  to  forward  the  naval  operationsHM 
deredMntthat  port  by  the  £-xeeutiv«  Diredory,  vefpeding.tbe  ex 
flCKlUioii  againft  England^ .  He  ihallt alfo  viiit.thoift  of. other  post 
with  all  convenient  ipeed. 

.    :      .  2.  Th 
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1  The  isuuilers  of  juftlce  and  of  mariije  are  refpe6ljveljr 
duipd  with  the  execution  of  the  prefent  decree,  which  Ihali  be 

(S'^cd)    .  P.  B ARRAS,  Prefident. 

Lacarde,  Secretary  Gca. 


Executive  Direfiory.    Decree  of  the  llth  Germinal  {'^iji  March )^ 

'THE  Executive  Direftory  having  fecn  the  reports  that  have 
•*•  been  addreiTed  to  it  by  the  minifler  of  marine  and  the  colo- 
nies during  his  journey  to  Brefl,  and  confideriug  that  the  want  of 
ooocert  between  the  operations  of  the  land  and  naval  armies 
Mined  for  the  expedition  againft  England,  mav  impede  their  ce- 
leritjaBd  prevent  their  fuccefs,  has  decreed  as  follows : 

ift^  General  Buonaparte  (ball  repair  to  Breft  in  the  courfe  of 
the  pteTent  decade,  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  army 
of  £i^ind. 

]d.  He  is  charged  with  the  dire£Uon  of  all  the  forces,  hioth  by 
M  ind  Tea,  deftined  for  the  expedition  againft  England. 

3I  The  minifters  of  war  and  of  the  marine,  each  in  his  relpec- 
lire  fituation,  are  charged  with  its  execution. 

(Signed)  Merlin,  Prefident, 

Lagarde,  Secretary  Gen. 


Jrrtt  iffued  by  the  Executive  Direffory  on  the  2^th  Feb.  ly^S.     - 

ALL  EngliOi   prifoners  of  war,   without  exception,  fhall  be 

confined  in  prifoo  ;    and  thefe  reprifals  fhall  laft  until  the 

Efljli(h  government,  liftening  to  the  diSates  of  humanity,  and 

tklawoiF  nations,  treats  the  French  prifoners  in  that  manner 

which  has  hitherto  conftantly  been  obfcrved  between  civilized  na« 

tions.    All  the  Englifh  prifoners  (hall  be  imprifoned  in  the  de- 

pitment  of  Seine  and  Oife,  Seine  and  Marne,  Aifne  andl.oiret. 

The  anterior  regulation,  purfuant  to  which  the  above  prifoners 

were  to  be  removed  into  the  interior,  to  the  di fiance  of  fifteen 

^gaes  from  the  coafl  and  frontiers,  is  hereby  annulled. 


ifuch  of  Garatj    the  French  Ambaffador^  to  the  Court  of  Naples^ 
yvhen  prefented  to  his  Majefiyy  on  tie  ith  May  1798. 

VOU  have  had  evidence.  Sire,  that  the  firft  objefl;  of  my  mif- 
fion  IS,  to  mainuin  the  peace  which  has  been  eflablifhed  be- 
tween your  Majefly  and  the  French  republic.     That  objeft  is,  to 
^^iicriib  all  ibe  fexUinKiUs  of  iciciprocal  confidence,  which  alone 

cap 
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ean  render  peace  always  more  permanent  and  more  advantage^ 
between  two  powers. 

You  likewife  have  occaGon  to  fee  that  the  principles  of  the  I 
rctftory  of  the  French  republic,  in  its  relations  with  the  other  i 
lions  of  Europe,  arc  the  fame  with  thofc  which,  under  the  Frcn 
conftitution,  unite  Frenchmen  to  Frenchmen— ^thc  fame  with  I 
principles  of  jufticc.  OcQurrences  which  have  filled  Europe  wi 
their  fplendour,  juftify  this  tefiimony  which  I  bear  to  the  E 
rectory  of  my  republic.  The  peace  which  has  been  granted, 
the  moment  of  our  higheft  glory,  and  the  moft  complete  derelo| 
ment  of  our  force,  to  nations  which  prcfcntcd  to  the  victors 
longer  obflacles  to  be  furmounted,  btit  advantages  to  be  enjoyc 
the  independence  and  the  liberty  which  have  been  beftowcd  up 
nations  in  the  midft  of  the  thunder  which  threatened  them  wi 
the  yoke  of  a  conqueror  ;  new  treaties  of  alliance  formed  with  § 
¥ernments  founded  on  principles  hoftile  to  the  republican  fyfter 
anil  that  (tgnal  political  toleration,  the  only  means,  the  or 
pledge  of  peace  to  the  prefent  generation  of  Europe,  el^ablifli 
as  a  part  of  the  conftitution  which  has  for  ever  (hielded  the  foe 
fyftem  in  France  from  all  dangers,  by  rendering  it  more  capal 
of  every  attack  : — fuch.  Sire,  are  the  features  ot  the  new  govci 
TOcnt  of  France  :  they  are  the  attributes  of  force  moderating  itfc 
flopping  even  at  the  point  when  it  is  juftice  invincible  which : 
•  figns  to  itfelf  limits  which  nothing  on  earth  could  impofe. 

Such  diilinguiOied  qualities  naturally  invited  to  peace  with  t 
French  republic  all  the  powers  which  can  appreciate  and  refp< 
virtues  fo  ufeful  to  the  earth.  From  this,  Sire,  it  happer 
that  your  Majefty  was  one  of  the  firil  to  fue  for  peace  fn 
France. 

The  time  is  come,  Sire,  when,  under  every  government,  th< 
•who  govern  are  known,  appreciated,  judged  by  all  Europe.  T 
eyes  and  the  ears  of  nations  are  now  in  the  palaces  of  kings, 
vrell  as  in  the  national  affemblies  and  diredorics  of  republi 
This  public  obfervatiouv  too,  penetrating  into  your  heart,  th< 
difcovers  all  the  fentimcnts  which  are  the  germs  of  the  virtuei 
thattafte  for  fimplc  manners  which  in  every  age  has  diftinguift 
well-formed  and  elevated  fouls,  and  which  muft  be  deeply  roo 
and  original  to  be  long  prcferved  upon  a  throne  ;  the  habit  of  f 
quently  withdrawing  from  the  vain  pomp  of  a  court,  to  exam: 
into  the  w^ants  of  a  people,  and  to  cultivate  their  afFcdlion. 

Your  perfonal  averfion  for  the  complicated  forms  of  juftice^a 
your  horror  for  cruel  laws,  have  every  where  been  difplayed  in  < 
efforts  you  have  made,  from  the  beginning  of  your  reign> 
fimplify  the  one  and  to  correS  the  othc-r. 

The  Directory  of  the  French  republic,  Sire,  not  only  wlfli 
live  at  peace  with  you,  but  invite  you  to  unite,  by  all  the  bonds 
amity^  the  people  whom  you  govern^  and  that  whofe  laws  th 

adminidc 
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afauni'fter ;  but,  between  nations  as  between  individuals,  friend. 
Aipfuppofes  or  produces  a  reciprocal  exchange  of  benefits.  The 
tfotits  by  which  you  are  already  united  with  my  republic, 
doobtlcfs,  Sire,  will  produce,  and  it  is  the  wifli  of  the  Diredory 
tbatthey  (hould  produce,  treaties  which  Ihall  open  between  the 
(voDationsa  communication  of  their  rcfpe^tivc  riches. 

An  enlightened  policy  di<^ates  fuch  a  conduct ;  and  nature,  by 
phcing  the  two  nations  on  the  (hores  of  the  fame  fea,  pre- 
Icribcs  it. 

A  nation  which,  above  all  others,  would  have  little  intcrcourfe 

with  that  fca,  were  not,  or  ought  not,  every  fea  the  common  jdo- 

main  of  all  nations;  a  nation,  which,  by  the  genius  fuited  to  its 

fituaiioa,  might  (hare  with  Fiance  the  glory  and  the  happinefs  of 

being  the  light  and  the  example  of  the  world,  and  which,  miiled, 

or  hurried  away  by  its  government,  has  attempted  to  convert  that 

which  it  calls  liberty  into  the  means  of  impoiing  fervitude  on 

CTcrjrking,  and  every  people  ;    this  nation,  by  the  defpotifm  of 

itscommercc,  has  too  long  fupprclfed  all  kinds  of  commercial  in- 

ttfcourfe  between  Naples  and    France.      I'his    defpotifm   ap- 

pnaches  its  termination,  and  the  defire  you  muit  feel  to  fee  the 

people  of  the  Two  Sicilies  increafe  in  every  fort  of  profperity, 

vhich  fo  benignant  a  climate  and  fo  fertile  a  foil  ought  to  enfurc, 

null  induce  you,  Sire,  to  conned  their  indudry  with  theinduftry. 

of  Fnnoc,  by  which  it  may  be  improved  and  fertilized,  rather  than 

with  that  of  England,  by  which  it  is  extinguiflied. 

It  is  by  the  diffufion  of  blefllngs  that  governments  fucceed  in 

tnnfvjjlizing  the  anxieties  of  nations  ;  and  the  examples  both  of 

socicQt  and  modern  times  bear  witncfs,  that  violence  has  never 

prefervcd  a  government  for  any  length  of  time,  but  that  it  has 

npidly  produced  their  ruin,  and  multiplied  their  falls.     Even  in 

Aevcry  cnihufiafm  of  its  infant  liberty,  the  French  republic  bc- 

kcldihe  (hocking  fyftem  of  terror  on  the  point  of  overwhelming 

Kbcrty,  and  all  the  hopes  it  infpired  in  the  blood  of  Frenchmen  : 

and  at  the  prefent  day,  when  generofity  and  clemency  have  dif- 

placed  that  hideous  fyftem  ;  now  that  the  enemies  of  our  laws  are 

no  longer  condemned  by  them  only  to  live  under  other  laws,  all 

the  virtues,  and  all   kinds  of  profperity,    begin  to  dawn  upon 

France  under  the  influence  of  this  mild  reghtu. 

This  language,  Sire,  is  the  language  the  moft  confonant  to 
that  goodnefs  which  is  faid  to  be  fo  congenial  to  your  heart — and 
it  balfo  a  language  that  becomes  the  reprefenrativeof  a  republic, 
hecome  all  powerful  by  the  means  of  liberty,  and  wife  by  the 
didates  of  its  misfortunes.  The  Diredory  was  defirous  to  ad- 
drefs  this  language  to  your  Majefty.  It  has  chofen  me  to  be 
the  interpreter  of  its  will  at  your  Majefty's  court — it  is  not  becaufe 
they  fend  me  fauntering  under  thcporticos  of  favour  and  ambi-. 
tion,  that  the  Directory  has  inclined  their  attention  to  make' 
Voi.  VII.  M  choice 
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choice  of  tne  for  this  extraordinary  miiliofi ;  I  have  but 

Kvcd  remote  from  the  peaceful  fikncc  of  the  country,  or  fu 

lyceum  or  tht  porticos  of  phibfophy ;  and  when  the  courfe  of  i 

Tolutions,  and  the  ifvill  of  a  rf  public,  fend  me  to  refidc  at 

Majefty's  court,  invefled  with  a  title,  and  Charged  with  amjiln 

which  may  prove  ufeful  to  fcvcral  ftatcs,  imagination  rctalU  loti 

mind  the  memory  of  thofc  antique  times  when,  from  tht  befMi 

the  Grecian  republics,  philofophers,  whofe  celebrity  was 

only  from  their  powers  of  thought,  arrived  in  thcfe  very  re^ 

on  this  very  continent,  on  thcfe  very  iflands,  to  -exprefs  th^  i 

'wiihes  for  the  happinefs  of  the  human  race :  many  of  them  h 

ceeded  in  doing  much  good,  and  all  were  anxious  to  do  iu 

wifhes  I  breathe  can  have  no  other  objed  ;  nor  have  I 

a  mifiion  of  a  different  nature  from  the  Direftory  of  the  ('miC^A 

republic. 

Such  are  the  wifhes  which  (hould  be  poured  into  the  keasts 
all  governments,  by  every  voice  thai  can  addrefs  itfelf  to  tihc  llt^-* 
man  breaft,  in  the  name  of  heaven,  and  in  the  name  of  natnitf  < 
and  in  thefe  realms,  where  you  reign  amidft  the  mod  ftriking  Mf^. 
aftonifliing  phenomena  of  the  heavens  and  of  the  earth  ;  ill  fhiK 
land,  a  magnificent  pile,  ruins  accumulated  by  the  revolutiodt  &^' 
the  globe  ;  in  the  view  of  thefe  volcanos,  whofc  ever  open  unA 
ever  fihoking  mouths  make  us  rcfled  on  the  burning  lava  Which 
they  have  vomited,  and  which  they  will  again  vomit ;  it  «pptaffP 
to  me.  Sire,  that  under  whatever  denomination  of  government  we 
may  live,  whether  republican  or  monarchical,  we  ought  to  feet 
the  ntod  ardent  impatience  to  fignali^e,  by  fome  folid  and  iio^ 
rable  benefit  to  mankind,  an  cxiflcnce  which  is  fo  tranfitory  and 
precarious. 

Sfgech  adiireffiJ  to  the  ^tiecn  of  Naples^  en  the  loth  Flertul  fifth 
^    Alay)y    by  Citizen  Garatf    Ambtijjhd$r  of  the  trench  Republic  U 
the  Court  tf  Naples. 

Madam, 

I  YESTERDAY  laid  bcfojc  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 
his  Majcfty,  your  hufband,  the  intentions  of  the  Dire&ory  of  iny 
xepublic,  refpcding  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good  under* 
(landing,  and  I  received  the  wifhes  of  his  Majefty  for  the  contU 
nuation  of  that  harmony  which  is  fo  neceflTary  for  the  prefervation 
of  his  power.  You,  Madam,  will  be  plcafcd  to  cherifli  in  tliQ 
heart  of  your  husband  fuch  fentiments  as  may  likewife  contribute 
to  yoer  pcrfonal  happinefs  and  tranquillity. 

France  is  accuftomcd  to  difcovcr  in  the  princes  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  a  great  number  of  th^^fe  principles  and  thofe  views  which 
ihe  is  aoKious  to  convert  into  inftruments  for  biiaging  to  perfcc- 
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tiotficbi  order,  2nA  prooioting  the^happiiiefs  of  nations.  Your 
bailer^  the  Emperor  Jofepfa^  when  fcarcely  feated  on  the  Impe« 
Mi  throne,  impreiledon  the  general  mind  throughout  his  vaft  do* 
niaion.s  a  philofophic  movement  which  made  fupesftition  tremble 
toindeepeft  foundations,  and  prepared  the  introdudiion  of  feveral 
l£fbl  changes  in  every  branch  of  adminiftration  ;  and  this  head 
tf  Ae  Empire  was  proud  to  boaft  of  having  drawn  his  information 
ted  hu  knowledge  from  the  philofophical  writers  of  France. 
Leopold,  his  and  your  brother.  Madam,  exhibited,  in  very  cir- 
cumfcribed  dominions,  the  mofl  illttihrious  examples  to  the  imita- 
Amrfgieal  eonpires;  and  France  may  well  claim  the  right  o€ 
ihinkiog  that  (he  was  not  inadtive  or  unanxtous  in  promoting  the 
jpoi  which  mankitid  has  derived  from  the  economical  principles 
riofHd  ky  that  Prince,  who  took  a  pleafure  in  bearing  her  tbb  kom 
MnUc  teftimony. 

Thffc  seceUe^ons,  M^dam,  are  the  only  ones  which  I  (hall 
Udoeply  engrawea  on  your  heart.  The  ambaiTador  of  the 
fmch  republic  CDtentains  a  hope  that  the  pacific  communications 
rtich  he  has  juft  made>  will  drown  the  remembrance  of  prejudices 
iit  asofe  from  eveuis  ill  related  in  France  itfielf,  and  &\\\  more 
togifed  by  all  the  toagues  that  have  repeated  them  in  Europe  : 
%  partaking  in  thefie  truly  auguft  fentiments  with  your  hu(baiid^ 
jiM  will  fendet  yourfelf  fiill  more  dear  to  his  heart,  and  you  will 
coMar,  Madame  ia  perpetaating  between  two  nations,  a  peace 
aUch  amy  influence,  ia  more  than  one  refped,  the  peace  pf  all 
AtodKr  aatioos  of  Europe. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Peferjburghf  May  15. 

1}E  it  hereby  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  to  all  Eur 
rope,  and  the  whole  world,  that  his  Imperial  Ruilian  Majefty^ 
Full  1.  has  ordered  the  following  proclamation  to  be  iflued  by  me, 
Pltifice  Alexander  Be(borodko,  firft  minifler  and  chancellor  of  his 
IiQperial  Majefty: — 

In  confequence  of  the  notification  of  the  Executive  Diredory 

af  the  French  iiepublic,  of  the  2}d  of  Nivofe,  in  the  6th  year, 

niporting,  <<  That  if  any  (hip  be  fufFeced  to  pafs  through  the 

Sound  with  EcnglUh  commodities,  of  whatever  nation  it  may  be, 

it  ihall  be  coniidered  as  a  formal  declaration  of  war  againft  tte 

freach  nation  ;"  his  Imperial  Majefty,  Paul  I.  has  been  gracir- 

4aifly  pleafad  to  ovd^r  twenty-two  (hips  of  the  line,    and  two 

Jbundrod  and  fifty  gallies,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Kru(«, 

and  M.  de  Litta,  Knight  of  Malta,  to  proceedto  the  Soond,  tp 

-froCeA  trade  in  generic  againft  the  maniftft  opprefTion  of  the  Di- 

#tAofy,  as  fucb  a  procecdMig  is  avidently  contra^  ta  the  zightB  of 
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nations.  His  Rudian  Majefty  gives  his  Imperial  word  to  pto 
the  freedom  of  trade  with  all  his  power,  both  by  fea  and  li 
which  he  hereby  requires  ihe  diplomatic  corp^  to  make  known 
proclaim. 


^^ffage  from  the  Executive  DireSfoi-y  to  the  CauncH  9/ Eider s^  &f 

74th  May* 

Citizens  Reprefentativ^s, 

TC^NGLAND  has  hazarded  a  new  expedition,,  which  has  en 
only  in  its  difgrace. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  May,  an  Englifti  fleet  appea 
before  Oftend,  and  bombarded  that  city  violently.  Prote6led 
the  fire  of  the  fleet,  their  boats  difembarked  4000  men,  who  t 
poflefllon  of  the  (hore,  threw  up  batteries  there,  and  attempts 
blow  up  the  fluiccs  of  the  Sas  de  Sleyken,  and  the  gates  of  Oftc 
The  enemy  fummoned  the  place  to  furrender  within  half  an  h< 
The  garrifon  confided  only  of  thirty  men.  **  You  (hall  iic 
become  maflers^of  the  port  which  is  entrufled  to  me,''  faid 
brave  commander,  Mufcar,  <^  until  my  garrifon  and  I  (hal 
buried  in  the  ruins."  Republicans  are  unable  to  confine  tb 
felves'  to  defenfive  operations.  On  the  26th,  at  break  of  < 
3CX>  men  only  of  the  46th  and  94th  demi-brigades,  condudec 
A.eller,  commandant  of  the  fquare  of  Bruges,  marched  to 
Englifh  column.  They  attacked  with  an  ardour  and  an  intn 
dity  which  partook  of  the  nature  of  a  prodigy : — the  courage  of 
publicans  always  increafes  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  ti 
enemies.  The  entrenchment  thrown  up  againft  them  foon  g 
way ;  and  after  two  hours  fighting,  the  Englifli,  being  entii 
routed,  threw  down  their  arms.  The  bombardment  which 
recommenced,  ceafcd;  from  1500  to  1800  prifoners  m 
taken  :  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  two  howitzers,  and  a  gi 
Dumber  of  muflcets  of  the  enemy,  remain  in  our  power.  T 
reft  of  the  enemy  re- embarked  with  precipitation,  having  lo 
great  number  of  men,  who  were  drowned  in  their  attemptific 
cfcape. 

The  commandant  of  the  Britifli  artillery  was  kHled :  qim 
iheir  major-generals  had  his  thigh  taken  off;  another,  toget 
with  800  officers,  as  well  fuperior  as  inferior,  are  prifoners. 
ihort,  the  troops  who  had  been  difembarked  were,  according  to' 
accounts  of  the  prifoners  themfclves,  the  flower  of  the  Engl 
army  :  they  had  been  feleded  for  the  occafion  ;  and  among  th 
were  four  companies  of  the  guards,  and  the  whole  regiment  of 
Prince  of  Wales. 

You  will  hardly  reprefs  your  indignation,  citizens  reprefen 
tivef>  at  learning  that  the  plans  of  the  enemy  were  feconded 

trait 
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traitors  at  Oftend.  The  cries  of  "  Long  lire  King  Gc9rgel 
Brave  EngliOi !"  were  heard  there ;  the  national  cockade  was  in- 
fulted,  and  the  arms  of  the  volunteers  employed  in  manning 
the  batteries,  for  want  of  artillerymen,  were  broken  by  fome 
Uaitors.  Thefe  atrocious  ads  (hall  not  remain  unpunifhcd  ;  but 
it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  How  progrefs  of  the  ordinary  tribunals 
is  infufficient  to  the  punishment  of  thofe  who  fhould  be  ftruck 
down  with  the  rapidity  of  the  thunderbolt.  You  will  confider, 
citizens  reprefentatives,  of  the  propriety  of  declaring,  by  a  law, 
that  the  traitors  who  by  any  means  give  encouragement,  during  an 
attack,  to  the  enemies  of  the  republic,  (hall  be  tried  by  a  miliury 
commillion. 

The  Direftory  invites  you  to  take  this  meflage  iiUoyour  earlieft 
confideration* 

(Signed)  Merlin,  Prefident. 


PROCLAMATION.  , 

LIBERTY,    EQUALITY,    FRATERNIl'y, 

Batavians, 

CINCE  it  is  but  too  manifeft  that  the  revolution  which  the  vic- 
"^  torious  arms  of  the  French  effefted  in  the  year  1795,  has  beea 
either  openly  counterafted  or  fecretly  undermined  by  thofe  whom 
you  have  chofen  to  fupport  and  confirm  it ;  fmce  the  unity  and 
iodivifibiiity  of  the  fovereignty  of  the  people,  the  confolidations 
of  the  debts  of  the  .provinces,  the  eqwality  of  the  civic  rights  and 
duties,  the  abolition,  in  this  refpedt,  of  all  diftindions  between 
ranks  and  ftations,  and  laAiy,  the  entire  reparation  of  the  church 
from  the  flate,  have  been  continually,  fome  in  a  more  and  others 
in  a  lefs  open  manner,  the  apples  of  difcord  in  the  prefent  times  ; 
iince  the  voice  pf  truth  and  the  welfare  of  the  whole  people  have 
been  obliged  to  yield  to  error,  and  provifional  or  perfonal  felf-in- 
tereft  ;  and  ilnce,  laftly,  the  coniiant  claihing  of  oppofite  and 
eentradi(5lory  principles,  has  enfeebled  all  the  branches  of  political 
adminiflration,  and  threatens  to  render  perpetual  the  unfettled  and 
uncertain  ftate  of  revolution  ;  it  muil  certainly  b^  the  wifh  of  all, 
that  a  powerful,  (leady,  and  well-adjuded  authority,  (hould  at 
leogth  put  an  end  to  all  thefe  uncertainties,  divifions,  and  contra- 
di^lory  principles,  prevent  their  deflrudive  confequences,  and 
eilablifli  a  wife  fornn  of  government,  founded  on  the  acknowledge 
nent  of  the  great  truths  above  mentioned,  and  confirmed  by  juflice 
and  prudence. 

You  flattered  yourfelves  that  thefe  principles  would  be  reftored 
op  the  22d  qf  January  lad,  and  in  whatever  light  you  might  at 
&t(t  view  the  events  01  that  day,  you  were  willing  to  excufe  the 


Slrr^tarity  of  the  proceeding,  front  the  fiate  of  aflSnrs,  anci  At 
ncceflity  of  the  circtsfnftafices,  and  to  fupport  the  authority  of  the 
new  intermediary  adminiftraxion,  the  conftituent  aflembiy  repii»^ 
ienting  the  Batavtan  republic.  You  only  required  proof  tbift 
the  events  of  that  day  were  not  the  aAs  of  a  fadion^  biu  tho 
triumph  of  true  principles>  tending  to  promote  the  welfare  of  tbi 
people. 

Under  thefe  conditions  you  were  willing  to  place  unlioiite^ 
confidence  in  the  intermediary  admioiftration»  and  tranfmit  th 
nanMS  of  your  patriots  with  unbounded  gratitude  to  the  I 
pofterity. 

Suchy  BatavianSy  was  your  generous  and  noble  condiid ; 
foon  it  appeared  that  the  fpirit  of  the  new  intermediary  admicm 
ftration  had  no  tendency  to  render  all  former  differences  fiMVOtte^ 
by  jtift  and  generous  meafures.  Soon  it  appeared,  that,  inUead  ^ 
a  rcftoration  of  principles,  you  had  obtained  a  change  of  perfo0i 
by  a  revolution  fimilar,  in  that  refped,  to  all  the  former  whicr 
your  commonwealth  had  fuffbred  during  more  than  two  centuries 
but  much  more  dangerous  than  them  all,  (ince,  by  the  precipita 
tion  and  ignorance  of  the  authors  of  it,  every  tbiag  was  over* 
turned,  and  the  country  rendered  a  prey  to  anarchy  aod  tyrann/i 
in  a  manner  of  which  its  hiftory  affords  no  example.  Not  merely 
were  the  heads  of  the  federative  ariflocratic  adminiftration  ^xduilii 
from  the  dire£lion  of  aflairs,  but  ignorance  atid  difeuifod  fetf^ 
intereft  contrived  to  render  fufpefled  almoft  every  pecTon  of  afbi* 
titles  and  merit  in  the  country.  Worthy  men,  and  even  luch  if 
liad  continuatjy  declared  themfelves  the  friends  of  the  principlil 
now  efbblifhed,  and  who  had  been  conftantly  devotdd  to  the  im^ 
terefts  of  the  people,  but  who  had  ihown  too  much  fpirk  to  ht 
flaves  of  a  fadion,  or  idolize  individuals,  were  excluded  bodi 
from  the  provincial  and  general  adminiflrat ions,  which  were  filkJ 
with  men  whofe  condu6l  had  rendered  them  contemptible  in  the 
eyes  of  the  oatiort,  or  who,  at  leafl,  had  no  other  merit  than  thai 
of  being  the  blind  fupporters  of  a  fa£lion. 

There  is  not  a  more  certain  fign  of  the  approaching  fall  of  a 
itate,  than  when  juftice  is  publicly  violated*  Exiles  return  ft* 
crctly  into  the  country— fcntences  which  had  been  pfonouno^d 
againfl  offences,  and  profecutions  agatnft  perfons  accufird,  wcm 
annulled.  At  the  fame  time  the  feekers  after  offices,  a  race  d 
men  definitive  to  every  nation,  thruft  from  their  places  a  gretl 
number  of  upright  and  able  men  throughout  the  whole  country  ; 
and  the  order  to  remove  thofe  who  were  unfit  to  remain  in  Iheii 
pofls  and  employments,  was  enforced  in  the  mod  arbilriM) 
manner. 

Such,  Batavians,  were  the  proceedrngs  of  foqie  anarchifta,  whc 
every  where  flocked  together,  and  who  were  fovoured  by  the  nMi* 
jority  of  the  naentbers  of  the  conftituted  aifembly,  and  by  th^ 
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mcotiYe  power,  either  becaufe  thcfe  lifter  were  weak  enough  to 

CDife  thcmfelves  a  durable  fiipport  from  them,  or  becaufe  they 
not  fufficient  (Irength  tooppofe  them ;  they  fo  far  extended  theic  . 
udncDcey  that  many  of  thofe  who  had  been  members  of  the  laft 
MMil  aflembly,  and  if?ho  had  (hown  themfclves  devoted  to  the 
priiciples  of  the  revolution,  whofe  only  offences  were,  that  they 
would  not,  without  your  previous  alFent,  annul  the  federatrve  go* 
mrnnent  fanciioned  by  the  national  aiTembly,  were  declared  to 
life  loft  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  to  be  deprived  of  tiieir 
ii{iit  of  voting. 

The  meafures  of.fafety,  as  they  were  called,  (hould  have  had 
fer  tbdr  objeA  the  annihilation  of  all  faSions,  without  diitinc-^ 
tion:  bat  they  were,  for  the  moft  part,  carried  into  execution  id 
(b  putiti  and  arbitrary  a  manner,  that  the  whole  nation  was  ren«* 
mdadverfe  to  the  order  of  things.  All  freedom  of  fpeech  waa 
tikcn  sway,  and  many  refolutions  too  evidently  flowed  from  the 
compt  fources  of  revenge  and  private  intered.  The  motto  c^ 
iOHt)r  tod  indiviTibility  (hould  have  united  the  whole  nation,  and 
OEcited  alt  to  combine  and  facriiice  their  individual  advantage  for 
tigmeral  good  of  the  country ;  hot  in  fuch  a  manner  were  thefe 
toitt  employed,  as  to  transform  them  into  a  perfcA  tyranny  \  and 
fctnafaAion  of  the  22d  of  January,  by  the  ignorance  and  preci- 
fkitiott  with  which  it  was  conduced,  became  the  ol)je&  of  general 
fMtenipt,  averfion,  and  ridicule. 

Atleagth,  Batavians,  theconftituent  aflembly  prefented  to  you 
tkfbn  of  a  conftitution  for  your  acceptance,  and  from  that  time 
kgu  an  avowed  difregard  of  the  eflablifhed  principles  ;  the  fpirit 
of  die  intermediary  adminiftration  was  no  longer  difguifed,  a«d 
fOor  grievances  reached  their  utmoft  height. 

Faithful  Batavians  !  the  principles  themfelves  had  not  been  in 
duieer,  had  the  new  executive  diredory,  eftabliflied  by  the 
coniitation,  been  chofen  as  that  conftitution  prefcribes.  Would 
Ibe conftitution  have  been  lefs  freely  accepted,  had  the  meeting  of 
the  primary  aflemblies  not  been  fo  long  delayed  ?  Was  it  neceflary 
dot  emii&A'ies,  fuch  as  the  men  before  mentioned,  ifaould  be  cm- 
plofed  on  this  occaflon  ?  Was  it  neceflary  to  entrud  to  them  the 
dangerous  power  of  depriving  citizens  of  the  right  of  voting? 
Was  not  this  a  violent  attack  on  the  fovereignty  of  the  pcoiple, 
9ot  jaftified  by  the  urgent  neceility  pleaded  in  fome  other  cafes  ? 
md  as  if  all  this  were  not  fufEcient,  the  injury  ofiered  to  the 
iafnlied  fovereignty  of  the  people,  on  the  4th  May  laft,  was  ftill 
greater.  Then,  after  the  acceptance  of  the  conftitution,  and 
when  the  will  of  the  people  had  been  exprefsly  declared,  with 
lefpeft  to  the  manner  in  which  their  reprefentatives  in  their  le- 
giilative  body  (hould  be  chofen,  the  majority  of  the  member^  of 
ifhe  conftittient  affembly,  by  their  own  authority  alone,  declared 
themfclves  die  Ifgillative  bedy  of  the  Batavian  people^    leaving 
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-tio  other  free  eleftion  to  the  people,  but  merely  to  fill  tlic  vaca 
cics  in  that  body.  At  that  moment  a  flagrant  breach  of  the  ca 
fittution  was  committed,  and  a  dired  violation  of  the  inalienal 
rights  of  the  people  perpetrated. 

No  difgraccful  pretexts,    no  contemptible  pervcrfion  of  t' 
.  words  of  the  conllimtion,  will  ever  be  found  fiifficicnt  to  jufti 
this  ad  of  violence  in  the  opinion  of  any  nation  in  Enrope. 

Thefc  things,  Batavians,  you  have  all  fecn  ;  they  could  cfca 
the  obfervation  of  no  pcrfon.  But  we,  whofe  difTerent  (ituatio 
have  placed  us  around  the  intermediary  adminii^ration,  have  be 
able  to  view  the  whole  of  thefc  tranfadlions,  and  difcover  th< 
motives  and  confoquences.  Numerous  complaints  of  the  tnhatf 
ants,  which  would  not  have  exiitcd,  had  it  not  been  for  the  vi 
lent  event  of  the  22d  of  January,  have  incefTantly  diverted  the  a 
tention  of  the  intermediary  adminiftration  from  the  great  iiitere 
of  the  country,  and  fixed  it  on  matters  of  lefs  importance.  T 
negligence  oif  the  ruling  powers  'has  fpread  from  commune 
cimmune  through  the  country  ;  and  had  not  we,  and  fomeothcj 
exerted  oiirfelvcs  to  ftem  the  torrent,  a  general  liftleflTnefs  and  L 
a^ivity  mult  have  pervaded  the  whole  land,  and  difaffedion  ai 
alarm  (eized  on  alt. 

And  will  you  then,  Batavians,  any  longer  fuffer  in  filence  tl 
injuiiice  done  you  r  Do  you  not  feel,  like  your  anceftors,  the  ▼ 
lue  of  civil  freedom  ?  Can  you  not  difHnguiih  reality  from  a 
pearance,  and  the  fubflance  from  the  name  ?  Have  you  not  loi 
ivilbed  and  expected  that  we,  who  have  fworn  fidelity  to  our  ecu 
try,  who,  from  our  fituation,  mud  be  moft  capable  to  deliver  yo 
Ihould  attempt  your  deliverance  ?  The  refiitance  of  the  peo[ 
mud  be  fatal  toopprcilion,  and  each  Batavian  who  feels  his  wort 
mufl  at  this  moment  be  transformed  irito  another  Brutus.  Bat 
vians!  you  have  wrerted  the  authority  Irom  your  tyrants,  wl 
have  ftolen  it  from  you  under  the  prctcnoc  of  being  your  friends. 

But  think  not,  Batavians,  that  we  will  never  rellore  to  you  tl 
which  is  your  inalienable  property,  or  that,  in  the  mean  tins 
we  will  deliver  it  into  unworthy  hands.  We  here  declare,  th 
we  are  refponfible  for  it  to  you,  and  each  of  you,  to  our  own  co 
Iciences,  and  to  the  eternal  Caufe  of  all  things. 

The  event  will  fhow  whether  we  have  delivered  you  frc 
ofurpation,  or  feized  the  authority  as  ufurpcrs  curfelves.  Let  t 
iirft  conftitutional  legillative  body  that  Ihall  meet,  decide  up 
this  faft  ;  and,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  tincethe  majority 
our  former  rcprefentatives,  legally  elecled,  who,  on  the  22d 
January  laft,  formed  therafelvcs  into  a  conilituent  afTembly,  ai 
now  have  declared  themfclvcs  a  conllitutional  legillative  body,  • 
which  they  have  been  guilty  of  an  open  attack  on  your  foverei] 
power  ;  and  as  your  other  rcprefentatives,  who  a6ted  as  the  hea 
pf  the  federative. or  ariilocratic  admioiltxation,  now  annulled,  ha 
t  fcrupli 
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loropled  to  take  their  feats  in  the  aflembly  :  we,  compelled  by 
tke  urgency  of  circumdances,  and  obferving  what  is  direded  in 
tkjiftanicle  of  the  regulation  annexed  to  the  conftitut ion,  in 
cafe  of  a  vacancy  in  the  Executive  Directory,  have  decreed,  and 
kieby  do  decree, 

1.  That  ail  fuch  legiflative  authority  of  the  Batavian  people  as 
ftall  require  to  be  exercifed  for  the  daily  and  neceflary  interefts  of 
tk  country*  (hall,  as  foon  as  poflible,  be  committed  to  citizens 
whofe  honour  and  integrity  cannot  be  fuf|>e£)ed. 

2.  That  the  late  intermediary  admin iilration  of  the  Batavian 
itpobKc  fliall  be  required,  as  bound  by  their  refponfibility,  to  carry 
iBtoeftd  theconftitution  of  the  Batavian  people,  in  a  fpeedy  and 
Rgulir  manner,  for  the  reftoration  and  eilablifhment  of  the  coafti- 
tutiraal  legiflative  body. 

3.  That  all  authority  of  legiflation,  or  in  general  of  fove- 
K^,  exercifed  by  the  intermediary  adminiftration,  (hall,  im- 
nedotely  after  the  eftablilhment  of  the  legiflative  body  of  the  Ba- 
ttriui  people,  pafs  to  that  body ;  and  after  the  eledion  by  the  lat- 
ter of  a. legal  Executive  Diredory  of  the  Batavian  republic,  all 
tkaecutive  authority  which  we  now  necefTarily  exert  for  the  de- 
liioancc  of  our  country,  (hall  be  refigned  to  that  Direftory. 

4.  That  we  engage  to  be  anfwcrable  for  the  juft  and  faithful 
lib  of  our  authority,  and  the  refignaiion  of  it  at  the  time  we 
hre  mentioned,  to  the  legiflative  body  that  (hall  be  eleded,  or 
bjfUegatioa  from  it,  to  the  high  national  tribunal  hereafter  to  be 

CoOKD* 

Pcrfedly  convinced  that  what  we  have  done  will  be  approved  by 
themajority  and  moft  enlightened  of  the  Batavian  people,  we  hereby 
command,  in  their  name,  all  conftituted  authorities,  provincial 
adouQiftrations,  or  adminiflrations  of  communes,  all  juflices  of 
peace,  civil  oflicers,  and  commanders  of  the  military,  and  all  and 
ochof  the  inhabitants  of  the  Batavian  republic,  to  obey  our  com- 
loands,  and  acknowledge  no  other  authority  than  ours,  until 
tke  intermediary  adminiflration  (halt  have  met ;  which  notification 
Qoil  be  made  public,  and  be  affixed  up  in  fuch  places  as  (imilar 
notices  ufually  are. 

Done  at  the  Hague  the  12th  of  Jiine,  the  4th  year  of  Batavian 
freedom. 

J.  Spoors,  Agent  of  Marine. 
G.  J-  Ptman,  Agent  for  the  War  Department. 
.  G.  A.  GozEL,  Minifter  of  Finance. 
.  W^  Tadamar,  Minifter  of  Juftice. 
A.  }•  La  Pierre,  Minifter  of  the  Interior, 
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Meffagifrom  tht  Executive  DireSforyto  the  Council  of  Five  Hunire 

Jcnt  on  the  \fi  July  1798. 

• 

P'OR  a  long  time*^  the  government  of  Malta  has  (hop* 
■^  iifelf  hoftile  to  France.  It  afforded  proteflion  to  em 
grants,  as  alfo  to  the  foldiers  .of  Conde's  army.  Her  confl 
tution  ought  to  have  obliged  her  to  bbferve  a  ftri^l  neutrs 
lity,  biit  flic  always  afted  in  favour  of  the  enemies  of  Franc 
The  French,  who  were  friends  to  liberty  at  Maha,  were  i 
treated  and  confined.  In  a  manifefto  of  the  loth  O<^ober  179 
the  Grand  Mafter  declared  that  the  ports  of  the  ifland  fliould  I 
(hut  againft  French  veflels,  and  that  he  fliould  recognife  the  an 
baflador  but  as  a  charge  d'affaires  of  the  King,  without  faying  ar 
thing  of  the  republic;  he  declared  he  could  not,  nor  would  na 
recognife  it.  On  the  Qth  of  June  of  the  prefent  year,  a  reqoe 
was  made  by  the  French  general  for  water,  which  was  refufed  t 
the  Grand  Mafter,  who  declared  ironically,  that  he  could  not  tc 
mit  but  two  fliips  into  the  port.  Dared  he  thus  infult  a  FrcnC 
army,  commanded  by  Buonaparte  ?  The  loth  of  June,  tl 
French  were  on  fliore  early  in  the  morning,  and  Malta  was  11 
veiled,  and  the  town  cannonaded  on  all  fides.  The  befieged  mac 
a  fally,  in  which  General  Marmont,  at  the  head  of  the  19I 
brigade,  took  the  flandard  of  the  order.  On  the  nth  the  knigh 
furrendered  the  town  and  port,  and  renounced  their  propei^y  i 
the  ifland  to  the  French  republic.  We  found  at  Malta  two  veflel 
one  frigate,  four  gallies,  1200  pieces  of  cannon,  40,000  inuflcet 
1,500,000  rounds  of  powder  and  other  ammunition^  of  whkh  tl 
Directory  have  not  received  the  particular  details. 


Speech  mad:  by  Citizen  Sieyes,  upon  prefenting  his  Credentials  to  ll 

King  of  PrvJ/ia. 

'TpHE  credentials  which  I  have  the  honour  of  delivering  to  yoi 
•■■  Majefly,  exprefs  the  fentimenis  which  animate  the  Dire£loi 
of  the  French  republic  towards  your  pcrfon.  They  annoum 
alfo  the  motives  which  have  induced  the  Diredlory  to  confide  I 
me  the  important  and  honobrable  miflion  which  I  am  come  t 
fulfil.  ^ 

I  accepted  this  miflion,  becaufe  in  my  country  I  haveconflanti 
declared,  to  whatever  funAiotn  1  was  called,  in  favour  of  xi 
fyftem  which  tends  to  unite  by  intimate  bonds  the  interefts  i 
France  and  of  Pruflia ;  becaufe  the  inflrudions  I  have  received  bein 
conformable  to  my  political  opinions,  my  miniftry  will  be  franl 
loyal,  and  every  way  fuitable  to  the  morality  of  my  charafler 
becaufe  this  fyflem  of  union,  on  which  the  proper  pofition  ( 
Europei  and  perhaps  the  falvation  of  a  part  of  Germany  depend 
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mi  that  of  Frederick  the  Second,  great  among  kings,  immortal 
among  men!  becaufe  this  fyftem  is  worthy  of  the  wifdom  and  good 
ifltoitions  which  marked  the  commencement  of  your  reign. 

May  the  hopes  of  my  government  not  be  difappointed,  and  my 
neD-known  fentiments  be  regarded  by  your  Majefty  as  one  title 
to  the  confidence  of  your  miniilers. 


mjcnr/e  addrefftd  by  Guillimardeti  Amhajfador  from  the  French 
hfMich  the  Court  of  Spaing  on  prefenting  his  Credentials ^  on  the. 
ivhjuly  1798. 

Sire, 

r^HARGED  by  the  Executive  DireSory  of  the  French  republic 
to  maintain,  in  the  prefcnce  of  your  Majefty,  the  intimate 
cvieiiauon  commanded  by  nature,  as  well  as  by  the  moft  found  po- 
%» between  the  two  countries,  I  haften  to  renew  the  aflurances 
^the  eftcem  and  aficSion  of  the  government  to  which  I  have  the 
kwiir  to  belong.     A  citizen  of  the  republic  which  has  acquired 
tknfped  and  admiration  of  Europe,  my  foul  is  penetrated  with 
ifaife  of  the  dignity  to  which  the  man  is  exalted  who  fpeaks  in  its 
one.    Allied  to  a  nation  brave  and  generous,    I  am  not  lefs 
pnMl  of  the  auguft  fun£iions  which  I  am  to  fulfil  with  the  autho- 
ritf  which  rcprefents  it.    The  exercife  of  the  miniftry  of  peace  is 
Alt  which  is  moft  congenial  to  my  natural  difpofition.     Thus 
TGBwill  find  in  me  Ipyalty,  franknefs,  and  inviolable  refoed  for 
(fefacred  engagements  which  unite  the  two  nations.     It  gives  me 
pkafore.  Sire,  to  give  you  this  guarantee  with  that  aflurance  which 
liflcerity  infpires,  with  that  full  convi£tion  of  the  duties  which 
tk  honourable  charafier  with  which  I  am  inveded,  neceflarily 
inpofes.     I  (hould  elleem  myfelf  truly  happy,  if,  in  acquiring 
feme  claims  to  the  confidence  and  efteem  of  your  Majefty,  I 
could  alfo  acquire  that  of  the  two  countries,  which  their  mutual 
intereft,  and  a  fenfe  of  their  glory,  invite  to  the  moft  intimate 
ooBoexion. 


Speech  to  the  ^ien,  fame  Day. 
Madam, 

I  HAVE  aflured  the  King,  your  hufband,  of  the  fincere  defire 
I  feel  to  draw  clofer  than  ever  thofe  bonds  which  unite  the  two 
nations.  Such  is  the  wifh  of  the  government  which  has  fent  me 
to  your  Majefty.  My  own  engagemei)ts  are  conformable  to  it. 
I  Hull  adhere  to  them.  The  ties  which  bind  you  to  the  King  have 
entitled  you  to  his  entire  confidence :  thus  you  mJiy  enjoy  the  in- 
valaable  advantage  of  being  able  to  contribute  to  the  profperity  of 
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the  SpaniHi  nation :  and  if  it  be  its  intercft,  as  it  is  that  of  xhe 
French  nation,  to  maintain  between  them  that  intimate  con- 
nexion which,  by  reciprocal  confidence,  may  revive  induftryi 
commerce,  and  arts  in  their  bofoms,  it  is  worthy  of  you,  Ma« 
dam,  to  participate  in  thofe  a£ls  which  attach  the  people  to  thofe 
who  govern  them.  Conhdc,  in  this  refped,  to  the  (incerity  o1 
the  envoy  of  a  republic,  which  knows  how  to  join  the  love  of  li- 
berty to  the  refpeA  which  its  conftitution  promifes  to  the  govern- 
ments of  thofe  nations  with  whom  it  is\n  friendfliip. 


Let/er  from  the  Prejident  of  the  Executive  Direffdry  of  the  CifaJpim 

Republic  to  General  Brune. 

Citizen  Genera), 

TJfTHEN,  by  tl?e  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  French  and 
^  Cifalpine  republics,  the  government  of  both  confided  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  French  army  in  Italy  the  entire  difpo- 
fltion  of  the  Cifalpine  troops,  it  was  done  in  the  firm  convidioDy 
that  fuch  general  would  fo  difpofe  of  them  as  not  only  to  fecure  the 
frontiers  of  the  republic  from  all  invafion,  but  alfo  to  caufe  the 
Cifalpine  name  to  be  refpeded  by  all  its  neighbours.  It  is  in  the 
fame  confidence,  Citizen  General,  that  the  Executive  Diredorj 
haftens  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  court  of  Turin,  daily  forgetting 
the  moft  facred  laws  of  good  neighbourhood,  and  that  refpea 
which  friendly  nations  (hould  never  lofe  fight  of,  has  fufFered  in 
its  capital  a  Cifalpine  foldier  to  be  taken  by  conftables  and  kept 
bound  in  a  dungeon.  This  injury,  joined  to  many  others,  too 
long  to  be  detailed  to  you,  makes  us  hope,  Citizen  General,  that 
you  will  make  fuch  difpofitions  as  will  enable  us  to  claim  vi- 
goroufly  reparation  from  the  court  of  Turin,  and  fecure  from  any 
attack  the  frontiers  of  our  republic.  Its  condu£t  towards  out 
friend,  the  Ligurian  republic,  whofeterritory  it  has  violated,  and 
its  evil  difpofitions  in  regard  to  ourfelves,  give  us  reafon  to  diftnift 
the  good  faith  of  the  proteftations  it  has  made  te  maintain  good 
harmony  between  us. 

(Signed)         Costabili, 
The  Prefident  of  the  Executive  Direftory. 
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I 

inouj   General  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  Italy ^   to  the  Sardinian 

InfurgentSm 

Head ^arteriy  Milany  \%th  Mefftdor 
(July  6;,  fixth  Year. 

tUROPE  has  witneflcd  the  bloody  fcenes  of  which  Italy  is  the 
theatre.  Scarcely  delivered  from  the  evils  of  war,  Ihe  fees 
with  iiWignation  difcord  exciting  them  anew.  The  amicable 
fuggcftions  of  the  Executive  Directory  <rf  the  French  republic  have 
iKn  been  able  to  put  a  Oop  to  thofe  fadions  which  devoured  each 
other,  and  all  were  rufliing  to  certain  dcftru£lion. 

The  French  army,  furrounded  with  infurre£tion  and  civil  war, 
veie  obliged  to  be  on  their  guard.  It  waseafy  to  difcover  in  all 
thefe commotions,  the  influence  of  the  perfidious  government,  who 
have  excited  every  fpecies  of  crime  againfl  the  repofe  of  the  worlds 
aad  who  have  too  often  turned  to  their  advantage  even  the  moft 
generous  paflions. 

The  real  obje<^  of  thefe  lad  intrigues  of  Encland,  is  to  obftru£l 
the  organization  of  the  new  republics  in  Italy,  and  to  paralyze 
the  efibrts  of  the  Diredory  for  fecuring  peace  to  all  the  ftates^ 
of  ihe  continent ;  and,  above  all,  to  induce  us,  by  thefe  out- 
nps,  to  violate  treaties  which  they  know  we  have  religioufly  ob- 
fenwL 

Alwayscertain  of  punilhingher  enemies,  they  have  not  efcaped 
the  notice  of  the  French  republic.  But  in  the  midft  of  them,  (he 
lees  alfo  fome  friends  who  have  been  mifled. 

She  wiflies  to  deftroy  the  power  of  the  firft,  and  toreftore  hap« 
pinclsto  the  latter,  by  fecuring  their  tranquillity. 

In  confequence  of  the  formal  demand  of  the  Executive  Di- 
^ory,  the  King  of  Sardinia  has  publifhcd  a  full  and  entire 
amneity.  No  inquiry  will  take  place  with  refped  to  the  late 
'difturbances.  All  proceedings  relative  to  opinions,  or  political 
condud,  are  annulled.  Thofe  who  were  profecuted,  or  dreaded 
profecution  on  thefe  grounds,  are  free  to  return  to  Piedmont,  to 
enjoy  their  properties  and  to  difpofe  of  them.  As  a  guarantee  of 
this  promife,  and  likewife  of  the  country  which  he  governs,  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  the  ally  of  our  republic,  has  received  a  French 
garrifon  into  the  citadel  of  Turin. 

By  this  means  ought  the  flames  of  civil  war  to  be  extinguifhed. 
The  French  republic,  after  fo  many  facriBces  to  give  peace  to 
Italy,  will  not  permit  that  this  fine  country  ibould  be  abandoned 
U)  the  mod  fanguinary  devadation. 

I  therefore  invite  all  the  friends  of  the  French,  who,  pro- 
voked by  the  injuries,  the  menaces,  and  perfecutions  of  the  op- 
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]pofitc  party,  have  taken  up  arms  to  defend  flieir  lives  and  the 
honour,  to  lay  ddwn  their  arms,  and  return  to  their  habitation 
and  the  bofoms  of  their  families,  aflfured  of  being  no  long 
difturbed. 

As  to  thofe  who,  after  this  amicable  and  folemn  invitaticH 
fhail  continue  to  form  armed  alTcmblages,  unconneded  with  tt 
organization  of  the  French  army,  or  the  troops  of  the  govemnec 
of  Italy,  I  declare  that  they  (hall  be  regarded  as  enemies  to  France 
the  friends  of  England,  and  promoters  of  diflurbance ;  and  I  (ha) 
caufe  them  to  be  purfued  as  fuch. 

(Signed)  Brune;. 


Letter  from  General  Brune  to  the  Chevalier  Borghefe^  ATinifter  PI 
ntpotentiary  of  the  King  (f  Sardinia  to  the  Gjfalpine  Republic* 

Afilan^  %d  Tl^rmiihr* 

X70UR  noteofycftcrday,  M.  Minifter  Plenipotentiary,  could  n< 
^  but  fill  mc  with  aflonifhment ;  I  am  accuftomed  only  to  tl 
language  of  gopd  faith  and  honour,  and  I  perceive  in  what  joi 
court  has  dilated  to  you,  expreflions  and  alTertions,  which  woui 
the Jlmple  virtues  in  which  my  nation  conflitutes  her  glory.  You  C8 
upon  me  to  exert  all  my  power  to  difperfe  the  Piedmontefc  infii 
gents,  at  the  very  time  when,  drawn  into  fnares,  which  their  ci 
thuftafm  could  alone  prevent  them  from  difcovering,  and  whic 
villaay  alone  could  contrive,  they  are  maflfacred  by  hundreds 
while  the  infurgents  confined  in  the  dungeons  of  Turm,  and  oth< 
pfaccs,  are  ftill  in  irons;  while  your  government,  conmuiD 
eating  its  fentiments  through  you,  dares  immediately'  after  d 
amnefty  fay,  that  the  country  will  be  expofed  to  new  calanoitie 
if  thefc  ferocious  men  (the  Piedmontefe  infurgents)  are  refiored 
liberty.     Your  amnefty  then  was  intended  as  a  new  fnare. 

You  fay,  that  Citizen  Angros,  the  IFrcnch  commander 
Tortona,  has  permitted  the  infurgents  to  pafs  under  the  fortrd 
This  aflfertion  is  utterly  deftitute  of  foundation.  Having  been  «j 
priied.  at  midnight,  that  an  armed  force  was  approaching,  he  p 
nis  troops  in  motion :  he  intimated  that  he  would  not  allow  treat! 
to  be  violated.  Angros  is  a  brave  man.  Would  he  have  da 
well  to  have  allided  in  exterminating  wretched  fugitives  efcaped  fro 
the  maffacre  of  the  i6th  Meflidor  ?  The  French  refpefl  mifftr] 
they  fpare  the  vanquilhed  ;  they  never  aflaflinate. 

You  a(k  me,  Sir,  to  take  fome  fteps.  You  affefl  to  ht  igo 
rant,  however,  that  the  force  which  is  under  my  authority,  cannc 
and  ought  not  to  be  employed,  but  in  the  event  that  thofe  of  h 
Sardinian  Majefty  (hall  be  infufficient.  You  fay  not  a  word 
the  precautions  which  it  would  be  neceflary  to  take  againft  9 
faiHns^  who  form  a  part  of  the  militia  of  the  King  your  maftc 
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who  daily,  fiiioe  the  amncfty,  have  cut  to  pieces  the  fmall  French 
defiicbments  they  meet,  and  (hoot  upon  the  roads  our  parties  of 
ca?aljy.  Europe  will  hear,  and  hiftory  mil  repeat,  to  the  indig-. 
natioa  of  poflcrity,  the  anfwer  of  one  of  the  principal  officers  of 
bis  Sardinian  Majedy,  the  commandant  of  Alexandria,  to  the  rc« 
mooftrances  of  a  French  general:  **  What !  your  troops  aiFaffi- 
oited?  It  is  owing  to  a  miilake  of  our  militiai  who  take  them  fo( 
PiedmoDtefe  infurgents." 

You  recriminate  againft  Liguria,  by  accufmg  that  republic  of 
die  charges  which  it  imputes  to  you.  The  tree  of  liberty  has 
been  thrown  down  with  contempt  and  infult  in  the  towns  which 
jou  ftill  occupy.  Contributions  have  been  impnfed,  vexations  com* 
iRitted,  arms  carried  6^.  Your  government  i^as  been  the  aggref- 
for.  Liguria  fhowed  itfelf  the  hrR  to  liUeii  to  the  invitations  of 
the  Executive  Dire^ory,  for  the  re-eAabli(hmcnt  of  the  peace  of 
Italy.  She  laid  down  her  arms,  at  the  moment  when  her  energy 
pomifed  her  new  vidories.  Her  good  faith  and  generofity  have 
never  been  expofed  to  doubt. 

Nevcrthelefs,  in  order  to  avoid  all  difputeson  the  principle  of 
leffitutiony  by  an  order  of  ycflerday,  I  decided,  that  the  places 
takes  on  both  tides  Jhall  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  French  republit^ 
and  kept  as  a  depots  till  a  definitive  treaty  takes  place  between  the 
two  powers. 

Your  court  has  niade  public  the  convention  figned  by  Colonel 
Sant  Merfan  and  me,  relative  folely  to  the  taking  poireilion  of 
the  citadel  of  Turin,  but  it  has  not  thought  proper  to  publifli  the 
previous  convention,  which  fixes  the  balls  of  the  amncfly,  and 
which  was  figned  by  Citizen  Ginguene,  ambaffador  of  the 
French  republic,  and  M.  de  Prioca,  his  Sardinian  Majefty's  am- 
bafliuior.  -  Befides,  I  only  received  a  fingle  copy  of  the  royal  pro- 
damation,  and  therefore  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  diftribute  it  to 
oor  generals  and  commandants.  If  your  infurgents  are  no  better  in- 
fon»ed  than  we  are  of  the  difpofitions  of  your  court,  I  am  not  fur- 
prtfed  that  they  ftill  entertain  alarms. 

i  do  not  fay  a  word  of  a  number  of  circumftances  which  prove 
a  deep,  crooked  policy,  in  certain  counfellors  of  his  Sardinian 
Majcfty.  The  indifputable  fadls  I  have  mentioned,  are  fufficient 
to  diow  that  difpofition.  It  is  yet  time  to  return  to  good  faith  andl 
to  jtiftice.  It  is  the  wi(h  of  the  French  republic,  that  all  (hould 
be  tranquil  and  happy  around  her  army.  She  ought  no  longer  to 
be  difturbed  by  feditions,  occafioned  by  the  moft  criminal  in- 
trigues ;  and  his  Sardinian  Majefty  himfelf  would  do  well  to  re- 
member, that  it  was  he  himfelf  who  called  upon  us  to  fecure  the 
truquilUty  of  his  dominions. 

I  requeft  you,  M.  Miniftcr  Plenipotentiary,  to  notify  to  your 
court  the  following  demands : 
I.  That  Ubcity  (ball  be  granted  to  the  imprifoned  infurgents. 

a.  TUt 


!8.  The  citadel  of  Turin  ihall  be  furniflied  with  provifions  foir 
two  months,   and  the  ftores  and  other  neceflaries  which  wei^ 
carried  oW  when  the  French   troops  entered,   fhall  be  re-efti'-' 
bliflied,  the  taking  away  of  which  endangered  the  fafety  of  thr 
depot. 

3.  The  militia  and  other  forces,  which  exceed  the  peace  efta- 
blilhment,  (hall  be  difbanded. 

4.  The  Count  dc  Salla,  his  Majcfty's  commandant  at  Alex- 
andria, (hall  be  recalled. 

Upon  thefe  conditions,  which  arc  all  cither  the  proviflons  or 
the  confequcnce  of  the  conventions  figned  at  Turin  and  Milan 
the  8th  and  loth  of  this  month,  the  French  republic  can  ftill  rely 
on  the  Bdelity  of  her  ally,  andbaniih  all  fiifpicion,  notwithftand- 
ing  errors  of  too  fatal  confequenccs. 

{  yefterdav  fent  you  copies  of  my  proclamation  relative  to  the 
infurgcnts.  I  fend  you  feveral  others,  I  truft  that  as  well  for  the 
fake  of  humanity,  as  the  inteieft  of  your  court,  you  will  take  care 
to  have  them  didributed. 

I  have  appointed  an  officer  to  regulate,  in  concert  with  a  Sar- 
dinian officer,  every  thing  that  relates  to  the  communications 
within  the  limits  of  the  places  which  we  occupy,  and  the  means 
of  facilitating  the  return  of  the  infurgcnts. 

(Signed)  Bruke. 


Pnclamation  pullijhed  on  the  2  \Ji  July,  at  Turin. 

npHE  Marquis  Don  Charles  Francis  de  Thaon,  Chevalier,  &c« 
"■*  governor  of  the  city  and  province  of  Turin. — After  the  bene- 
ficent orders  fo  often  repeated  for  the  prefervation  of  tranquillity 
in  his  realm,  his  Majcfty  hoped  to  have  feen  it  perfectly  reftorcd 
among  his  well-beloved  fubjefts.  It  is  with  the  greatelt  aftonifli- 
ment,  and  the  mod  lively  regret,  he  learns  that  this  tranquillity  is 
in  danger  of  being  interrupted  anew  by  cvil-defigning  perfons« 
lately  returned  into  his  territories,  who  labour,  by  falfe  and  fe- 
ducing  fchemes,  to  make  the  people  favour  their  dark  and  infidi* 
ous  plans,  either  by  predi(£ting  ftill  greater  misfortunes,  or  by 
artful  exaggerations  of  the  complaints  of  the  country  ;  or,  finally, 
by  openly  and  unrefervedly  exciting  all  dcfcrfptions  and  claiTesof 
the  inhabitants  againit  individuals  of  the  French  nation. 

From  the  atrocious  malice  of  thefe  wicked  men  mnft  refult 
confequences  baneful  to  the  public  and  private  tranquillity  of  his 
Majefty*s  fubje<5ls. 

The  French  live  in  Piedmont  under  the  protection  of  public 
treaties  of  peace  and  alliance.  All  hoflile  plans  that  might  be 
executed  againft  them,  would,  therefore,  be  contrary  to  the  en* 
gagements  of  his  Majcfty,  and  the  principles  of  honour  which  al- 
ways 
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w^  di/iiogui Aed  htf  ftibjeAs*    They  would  bc^  mtaeoffttf  the 
hatcfcf  the  moft  heavy  misfortunes  to  the  (latei  and  to  indi^ 

His  Majefty,  therefore/  being  deftrous  to  ptevent  fuch  difr 
fffas,  by  m^iDg  known  the  danger  into  which  the  enemies  of 
fMc  peace  cndeavcntr  to  precipitate  hia  good  and  faithful  fiilK 
jtASf  and  putting  them  on  their  guard  againft  the  dark  machina- 
f     ttons  with  which  they  are  furrounded,  in  order  to  ftop  the  pro- 
grtfs  ef  iuch  perfidious  manoeuvres^  has  ordered  us  to  notify  to 
ihefMiUic,  that  it  is  his  Majefty's  intention,  that  all  Wis  fubjeds 
Awld  abftain  Crom  all  difcourfe  tending  to  agitate  the  tntnds  of 
tbr  peoplcy  and  -to  irritate  them  againft  the  French  ;  that  in  cafe 
iot  pnnrocation  or  infult,  complaint  ihould  be  made  only  to  their 
fupjtriefs,  who  may  he  able  to  adjuft  the  public  peace  ;  and  thit 
ji\  thofe  who  (hall  dilbbey  their  orders,  ihall  be  deemed  diihirbea 
af  the  [Hiblic  tranquillity,  and  punifho^  as  fuch. 


f 


Tbi  imiaffador  tftht  Frtnch  RefuUU  rejidlng  at  the  C^urtefRtmtf 

U  the  Minifler  tf  Foreign  Affairs. 

Florence  J  ii  Nsvofe  (Dec.  31. 

IN  my  difpatch,  No.  1 7»  I  gave  you  information  relative  to  the  pre* 
lax  iitiiation  of  Rome.  Events  have  fince  occurred  which  obliged 
nmDqak  that  oily.  On  the  6th  N  i vofe  ( Dec.  26),  three  perfons  came 
tone  to  lay  that  a  revolution  was  to  taJce  place  in  the  courfe  of  the 
sight i  that  the  public  indignation  was  extreme,  and  that  they 
apfwized  me  of  this,  to  the  end  that  no  new  event  fliuuld  furprile 
am;  I  replied  to  them,  that  my  fituation  at  the  oourt  of  Rome 
iKKdd  not  allow  me  to  lifien  tranquilly  to  fuch  an  overture,  and 
that  the  meafyiie  appeared  to  me  to  be  as  ufclefs  as  ill  timed. 
They  replied,  thai  they  wiflied  to  have  my  advice,  and  to  know 
whether  the  French  government  would  proteA  their  rcvolutioop  if 
it  AduU  be  accompliflied  ?  f  told  them  that,  as  an  impartial 
ipeAator  of  events,  I  fliould  give  an  account  to  my  government 
flf  the  traDfMftions  ;  and  I  added,  that  at  the  moment  of  a  general 
psrificaliODy  it  would  be  unfortunate  that  any  thing  (hould  hap* 
yeo  to  retard  it-  Asa  man,  I  exhorted  them  to  be  tranquil :  I 
Moot  think  they  had  the  means  within  themfelves.:  and  I  was 
five  the  French  government  would  not  proted  them.  Asminifter 
ef  France,  I  enjoined  them  not  to  repeat  their  vifit  with  fuCh  in* 
tiBtions.  They  quitted  me  with  an  ailiirance  that  every  thing 
ftpuld  be  fufpended  for  the  moment.  The  night  accordingly 
|afU  in  tranquillity. 

Next  evening,.  Chevalier  Azarra  told  ma  ponfidentiaily,  that  he 

had  juft  been  with  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  that  it  appeared 
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probable  fome  imprudent  perfons  were  about  to  attempt  a  rifin] 
which  would  be  as  unfuccersfulyon  account  of  the  fmallnefs  i 
their  numbers  and  their  foolifli  condud,  as  that  which  was  us 
dertaken  fome  months  before. 

I  learned  at  the  Marchionefs  Maflimi's,  that  four  of  the  leadei 
of  this  affair  were  the  fpics  of  the  government,  which  had  ukei 
meafures  to  ^efeat  the  plan  of  the  itifurgcnts,  and  thgt  the  iofur 
gents  Were  to  meet  at  Villa  Mcdicis.     We  fcparated. 

On  the  following  morning,  at  four,  I  was  awakened,  and  toli 
that  there  was  a  revolutionary  movement  at  the  Villa  Mcdicii 
where  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  men  were  aiTembled,  and  fui 
rounded  by  the  Pope's  troops.  I  went  to  deep  again.  In  tl 
courfe  of  the  morning  I  learned  that  a  patrolc  had  been  attacki 
by  a  band  of  fixty  men.  Two  of  the  Pope's  dragoons  were  kil 
cd.  Some  of  the  infurgents  were  apprehended,  and  the  othe 
known  to  the  government.  Many  individuals  had  hoifted  t1 
French  national  cockade ;  a  fack  filled  with  which  had  been  lei 
as  if  by  accident,  at  the  fpot  where  they  were  aflembled.  I  we: 
.to  the  fccretary  of  ftate,  whom  I  found  tranquil,  and  told  hii 
that,  far  from  pppofing  the  arreft  of  thofe  who  had  hoifted  tj 
cockade^  I  demanded  of  him  that  this  ar  re  (I  (hould  take  plac 
with  the  exception  of  the  French  and  Italians  attacheid  to  n 
embafly :  thefe  amounted  only  to  the  number  of  eight,  and 
pointed  them  out  to  him,  and  propofed  his  immediately  aidoptii 
meafures  againft  them.  I  informed  him,  that  there  wer«  fix  h 
dividuaIsA\'ho  had  taken  refuge  in  my  jurifdiflion;  that  if'th< 
were  in  the  number  of  revoUcrs,  I  (hould  willingly  come  toj 
accommodation  with  him,  in  order  that  the  impunity  of  thq 
men  might  not  give  confidence.  It  was  then  two  in  the  afo 
noon,  and  the  hour  of  dinner  with  the  cardinal.  He  begged  n 
to  retire  for  the  prefent,  promifing  to  meet  me  at  fix  in  the  evei 
ing,'at  the  Spanilh  minifter's,  whither  he  was  to  go  with  t1 
Tufcan  minifter.     All  this  we  agreed  to. 

I  now  returned  home,  convinced,  by  the  ferenity  of  the  feci 
tary  of  Aate,  that  the  affair  of  the  preceding  night  would  have  i 
difaftious  confequence.  I  found  at  my  houfe  General  DupK 
apd  Adjutant-general  Sherlock,  and  two  French  painters.  ^ 
rpoke  of  the  paltry  revolutionary  attempt  of  the  night  before, 
the  news  of  the  moment.  We  were  about  to  fit  down  to  tabi 
but  were  retarded  by  the  abfence  of  my  fecretaries,  who  were  e 
ga^ed  in  drawing  up  a  corred  lift  of  the  perfons  entitled  to  we 
the  French  national  cockade.  This  I  wifhed  to  fend  to  the  fec^ 
tary  of  ftate  before  dinner.  The  porter  now  informed  me,  th 
twenty  individuals  were  determined  to  force  the  houfe,  and  had! 
th'eiriiands  a  large  quantity  of  French  national  xockades,  whifi 
they  wpre -diftributing  to  the  paiFers  by,  whom  thcv  excited, 
|ali^ut|  Vive  la  republijue !  Five  le  peuple  Romain! -^OnQ  of  xht 
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iiijfled  oil  rpfeaking;  with  me :  It  was  an  artift,  whom  I  kAewi 
bring  been  recommended  to  me  at  Paris  by  the  minifter,  your 
pndeceflbr.  He  prefented  himfelf  tb  me  with  the  air  of  a  fana- 
tic: "^  are  free ^''^  faid  he,  "  but  we  demand  the  fupport  of 
hactP  This  mad  oration  was  particularly  revolting  in  the 
moBth  of  an  artift  who  had  been  one  of  the  three  with  whom  I 
bd  had  the  converfation  on  the  26th.  I  made  him  fennbJe  of 
tlus«  {defired  him  and  his  companions  to  retire  immediately 
from  the  jurifdidion  of  France,  01  otherwife  that  I  (hould  takd 
ftrong  meafures  againft  them.  He  drew  back,  confounded.  The 
ffliliury  men  who  were  with  me  endeavoured  to  convince  them  of 
the  folly  of  their  enterprife.  **  Were  the  government  of  the 
town,"  (aid  General  Sherlock,  '<  to  point  a  fmgle  cannon  againft 
you,  what  would  become  of  your  pretended  liberty?"  Upon 
this,  the  man  withdrew, 

A  French  artift  came  and  informed  me,  that  the  number  of 
the  multitude  without  increafed;  that  he  had  diftinguiflied  in  the 
crowd  a  number  of  the  fpies  of  government,  who  were  well 
known,  and  who  called  out,  louder  than  the  reft,  <<  Five  la 
nfM^ue!  Vive  le  feuple  Romain!''  that  handfuls  of  piafters  were 
thrown  among  them,  and  that  the  entry  to  the  court  was  obftru^l-^ 
ttL  Hie  French  officers  demanded  of  me  orders  to  difjperfe  the 
mob  by  force.  I  chofe  rather  to  fpeak  to  them  myfelf  in  their 
own  tongue.  I  drefled  myfelf  in  my  diplomatic  robe,  and  went 
into  the  court,  accompanied  by  the  French  officers  who  were  then 
in  the  palace*  I  heard  a  long  difcharge  of  mufketry.  A  party 
of  canlry  had  penetrated  into  the  midft  of  the  place,  within  the 
French  jurifdiSion,  and  were  croffing  it  at  full  gallop.  They 
had  fired  through  the  three  great  porticos  of  the  palace.  The 
mob  had  taken  refuge  in  the  court-yard,  and  on  the  ftair-cafe.  I 
met  in  my  paflage  with  nothing  but  perfons  dying,  intimidated 
fo^tifes,  bold  enthufiafts,  and  perfons  hired  to  excite  and  to  de- 
noiuce  the  agents  of  commotion.  A  company  of  fufiliers  had 
folk>wed  the  cavalry  very  clofe.  I  found  them  partly  advancing 
into  the  portals  of  my  palace.  At  my  prefence,  they  ftopped* 
lalked  for  their  leader,  whom,  being  hid  in  their  ranks,  I  could 
notdiftinguifli,  I  aflced  this  troop,  by  whofe  order  they  had  en* 
tered  into  the  jurifdidion  of  France.  I  ordered  them  to  with- 
^w.  They  drew  back  a  few  paces,  and  I  thought  that  1  had 
fuccceded  in  that  point.  I  then  withdrew  towards  the  mob,  who 
t»d  retired  into  the  interior  of  the  court.  As  the  troops  with-* 
drew,  fome  of  the  mob  advanced  againft  them  as  faft  as  they 
went  oflF.  I  told  them,  in  a  decided  tone,  that  I  would  cohipel 
the  firft  amongft  them  who  fliould  dare  to  pafs  the  middle  of  the 
ftrcet  to  return;  at  the  fame  time  General  Duphot,  Adjutant* 
t^nend  Sherlock,    two  other  officers,    and  myfelf^   drew  our 
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fwercls)  to  awe  this  unarmed  aflfemblage,  a  few  oJF  whom  only 
had  piflnls  aiid  ftilettoes.  ' 

Whiie  we  wore  thusbufied,  the  funiiers,  who  had  merely  re* 
treated  to  get  without  the  reach  of  the  piftol  fliots,  made  a  gene- 
ral difcharge.  Some  of  the  people  in  the  outer  ranks  were 
wounded  by  the  fpent  balls.  We  who  were  in  the  middle  werty 
however,  refpcded.  The  fnfllicrs  prepared  to  load  again*  I- 
took  advantage  of  this  moment  &  I  recommended  it  to  citiscn 
Beauharnaisy  the  aide-de-camp  of  the  commander  jn  chief,  wh& 
chanced  to  be  with  me  on  his  return  from  a  million  to  the  Lo«' 
vanty  and  to  the  afTidant  of  Adjutant-general  Arrighi,  to  r6» 
Itraiuy  fabre  in  hand,  this  troop,  which  was  animated  by  very  dif^^ 
ftrent  fentiments;  and  I  advanced  with  General  Duphot  ana-  Ad^ 
jutant-general  Sherlock,  in  order  to  perfuadc  the  company  of 
fufiliers  to  retire,  and  to  ceafe  firing.  I  called  out  td  them  tOTC- 
tire  from  the  jurifdi£lion  of  France  ;  that  the  ambafladeir  would 
himfclf  undertake  to  fee  judice  done;  that  they  had  nothing  tddo 
for  this  purpofe  but  to  detach  feme  of  their  officers  or  inferior  of- 
iicers  to  the  Vatican,  to  their  general,  to  the  governor  of  Romi^i 
or  to  the  fonator,  or  any  other  public  man,  when  all  would'  bV 
at  an  end. 

The  too  brave  General  Duphot,  accuftomed  to  conquer,  threi^ 
himfifclf  among  the  bayonets  of  the  Pope^s  foldieirs;  he  pre- 
vented one  from  charging,  and  ai^oided  the  pu(h  of  another;  h^ 
followed  him,  as  it  were,  byindind;  He  was  flmp)y  a  mtJdia^ 
tor  between  the  two  parties.  Milled  by  his  coura^,  he*  pro** 
ceeded  ^  far  as  the  Gate  Septiminiana«  A  (bldier  fired'  a*  miMCiet 
at  him,  and  the  contents  lodg^  in  his  bread.  iHe  feil,  but  rijCe 
:|gain,  and  fupportcd  himfelf  on  his  fabre.  A  (econd  fhot  ek-^ 
tended  him  on  the  pavement,  and  about  fifty  mere  were  direded 
againft  his  inanimate  body. 

The  Adjutant- gciKira I  Sherlock  received  no  wound;  he  fkvf 
Ins  brave  comrade  fall:  all  their  attention  was  now  dmdeA 
againfliis.  He  pointed  out  a  way  to  me  which- led-  us -to  thegUi^ 
den  of  the  palace^  and  withdrew  us  from  atl  danger^^frcMMi  the 
aflaiiins  of  Duphot,  and  frotii  another  which  had  tiow  comeup^ 
and  was  firing  on  us  from  the  other  fide  of  the  fireet.  The  two 
yoimg  officers,  prefled  by  this  fccond  company,  joined  us  t  thifty* 
feggeftcd  a  new  fpecics  of  danger  to  me.  This  newly-apfti^ 
company  might  enter  the  palace,  whither  my  wife  and  her  fiftcrf 
who  was  on  the  following  day  to  be*  married  to  General  DupIfMj 
ifiidbeen  carried  by  force  bv  my  fecretaries,  who  had  returti^j 
ud  by  f6tAc  young^artiAs.  We  regained  the  palace  by  the  Wat 
of  the'garden.  The  courts  were  filled  with  bafe  wretches^^wlMy 
had  contrived  this  horrible  fcene.  About  twenty  of  th6m,  toge^i 
titer  with' fome  peaceable  citizens  w)k>  hadi€maiii«don  the  M4 
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tjf  bafttle,  entered  the  palace ;  the  ways  were  dyed  with  blood ; 
dying  men  were  feen  drawing  their  limbs  after  them,  and  wound- 
ed men  lamenting  at  every  ftep.  The  gates  ctf  the  portico  were 
at  ki^  (hat. 

The  lamentation  of  the  miftrefs  of  Duphot,  that  young  hero 
who  conftadtly  commanded  the  advanced  guard  of  the  armies  of 
the  Pyrenees  and  of  Italy,  had  always  been  vi£lorIous,  now  cut 
off,  without  defence,  by  mean  ruffians — rhe  abfence  of  the  mb- 
therof  my  wife,  and  of  her  brother,  whom  curiofity  had  caufed 
to  Icavt  the  palace,  in  order  to  view  the  monuments — the  firing 
which  continued  in  the  ftreets  and  before  the  gates  of  the  palace— 
the  palace  of  Corfini,  which  I  inhabit,  furroundcd  by  people  of 
whoife  intentions  I  was  ignorant :  thefe  circnmftances,  and  fevc- 
nl  others,  rendered  the  fcene  the  moft  afFefling  I  ever  wit- 
defied. 

I  caofed  my  domeftics  to  be  called — three  of  them  were  ab- 
ftnt  I  caufed  the  arms  with  which  I  had  travelled  to  be  ready- 
in  that  wing  of  the  palace  which  I  inhabited.  A  fentiment  of 
ndoQal  pride,  which  I  could  not  fubdue,  prompted  fonle  of 
theofficeis  to  go  and  refcue  the  body  of  their  unfortunate  general. 
They  fucceeded  by  the  help  of  feveral  faithful  domeftics,  paffing 
by  a  private  way,  in  fpite  of  the  uncertain  and  ill-dire£ted  fire 
which  the  debafed  and  effeminate  foldiery  of  Rome  continued  oit 
their  field  of  flaughter.  They  feunid  the  body  of  this  amiable  ge- 
ifcnl,  ibrmerly  animated  by  fuch  a  fublime  fpirit  of  heroifnij 
flrippai,  pierced  with  wounds,  ftalned  with  blood,  and  covered 
witb  ftones. 

It  was  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening:  two  hours  had  elapfed  fince 
the  mnrder  of  General  Duphot,  and  no  perfon  came  to  me  on 
the  part  of  government.  Upon  hearing  the  recital  of  the  ftatc 
of  the  body  of  our  unfortunate  fellow-citizen,  I  determined  to 
quit  Rome.  Indirnation  fuggefted  this  projcd;  no  confideration, 
iio power  on  earth  would  have  made  me  change  it:  neverthelcfs,  I 
(tetermined  to  wrjte  to  Cardinal  Doria  the  letter  No.  I.  A  faith- 
fal  doineftic  trtiverfed  the  foldicrs — his  route  was  traced  in  the 
dirknefs  by  his  companions  from  the  fire  of  mufketry.  At 
kngth  they  knocked  with  redoubled  fury — a  carriage  ftopped — it 
«^  perhaps  the  governor,  the  general,  the  fenator,  fome  public 
oficerf— ^N©;  it  was  a  friend;  it  was  the  Chevalier  Angfolini, 
flifllflier  of  Tufcany.  He  traverfed  the  patroles,  the  troops  of 
tte  line,  and  the  civic  troops:  his  carriage  was  ftopped.  He  was 
alked  if  he  wiflied  to  plunge  himfelf  into  danger.  He  anfwered, 
Irith  coufagie,  that  no  danger  could  exift  within  the  jurifdictiou 
•f  xht  French  ambaflTador.  This  generous  reproach  was  a  fe- 
Wtt  and  true  criticifm  upon  the  conduft  of  the  Roman  gover* 
wrt,  againft' the  officets  of  a  nation  to  whom  they  owe  the  re- 
autoder  of  their  political  cxiftcnce* 

1  M,\e 


M.  le  Chevalier  Azarra,.  miriider  of  Spain,  did  nbt  delay  fto 
make  his  appearance.  This  man,  juiUy  honoured  by  his  courti 
alfo  defpifed  all  dar\gcrs.  He  had  been  a  long  time  with  me.,  It 
^*as  then  eleven  o'clock,  at  night,  and  they  could  not  avoid  ex- 
preffing  their  furprife  at  feeing  no  public  officer  arrive.  I  wrote 
to  the  cardinal  the  fecond  letter,  the  copy  of  which  is  hereunto 
annexed  (No.  II.}.  I  received,  a  few  minutes  after,  his  an-* 
fwer,  hereunto  annexed  (No.  III.).  At  lail,  an  officer,  with 
forty  men,  whofe  intentions  I  am  furc  were  good,  came,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  in  order  to  proted  my  comnninica* 
tion  with  him.  But  neither  he,  nor  any  other  perfon,  capable 
of  concerting  any  dccifive  meafures  with  me,  for  the  purpofe 
of  delivering  me  from  the  revohers,  who  ftill  occupied  one  part 
of  my  jurifdidion,  and  from  the  troops  who  occupied  the  other, 
came  to  me  on  the  part  of  government,  notwithftanding  the  re- 
peated dcinands  I  had  made.  I  then  determined  to  depart;  the 
icntiments  of  indignation  had  given  place  to  rcafon.  I  then 
vrote  the  letter  No.  IV.  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  denianding 
a  paifport.  He  fcnt  it  to  me  two  hours  after  midnight,  with  the 
letter  No.  V.  I  made  all  the  neceiTary  regulations  in  the  dead 
of  the  hight,  with  the  Jang  froid  of  a  determined  refolution. 

I  wrote  to  the  fecretary  of  flate  letter  VI.  which  he  fcemed 
to  defirc  in  anfwcr  to  that  which  accompanied  the  one  addrefTed 
to  the  Marquis  of  Maflimi,  miniftcr  of  the  Pope  at  Paris. 

At  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  9th,  fourteen  hours  after 
the  affaffination  of  General  Duphot,  and  the  invcfting  of  my 
palace,  and  of  the  maifacre  of  the  people  who  furrounded  it,  no 
Roman  came  to  me  from  government  to  know  the  fituation  of 
affairs.  I  fet  out,  after  having  taken  meafures  for  the  fafcty  of 
the  few  French  that  remained  in  Rome.  The  Chevalier  Angio- 
lini  was  requelled  to  deliver  them  pafTports  for  Tufca'ny,  where 
they  lonnd  mc,  and,  after  my  departure,  Citizen  Cacault,  with 
whom  I  am  at  prefent,  with  the  Frenchmen,  who  have  not  quit- 
ted me  fincc  the  dianger  commenced. 

After  the  fimple  relation  of  fafls  which  I  have  made,  I  fhould 
do  injury  to  republicans,  to  infift  upon  that  vengeance  which  the 
French  government  fhould  take  upon  this  impious  government, 
which,  having  afl'aflinated  Ballcville,  would  willingly  have  ferved 
the  firft  ambalfador  whom  the  French  government  deigned  to  fend 
to  them  in  the  fame  manner;  and  to  commit  that  crime  upon  a 
general  who  was  dlilingui(hcd  as  a  prodigy  of  valour,  in  an 
army  in  which  every  man  was  a  hero. 

Citizen  minlller,  I  will  not  delay  my  journey  to  Paris;  as 
foon  as  1  ihall  have  regulated  the  remainder  of  my  affairs,  I  will 
give  you  new  details  upon  the  Roman  governinent,  and  I  will 
ilate  the  puuilhmcnt  which  I  think  ought  to  ^bc  inflided  upon 
them* 

This 
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'.  ThiVgOfcrinncnt  adheres  to  its  charaflcr — abfolute,  and  ralh 
7{iihe  commiflTon  of  crimes^  cowardly  and  fubmiflive  i^'hen  they 
are  committed.  *  It  is  now  at  the  knees  of  the  Chevalier  Azarra, 
b^ing  him  to  go  to  Florence  after  me  to  bring  me  back  to 
Some. 

That  generous  friend  of  the  French  wrote  me  word  of  it,  I 
fdd|  that  this  nuniAer,  and  that  of  Tufcany,  have  aiTiired  nie 
tBey  will  iblicit  to  be  recalled  from  a  country  in  which  there  is 
no  real  government ;  where  the  paf&on  of  an  individual  is  the 
reafon  of  the  (late  \  where  the  private  hatred  of  the  cgotifl  influ- 
ences the  public  man  ;  the  Roman  conflders  his  exillence  as  the 
great  objed,  and  facrifices  the  intercd  of  the  (late  to  that  fenti- 
inent.  He  will  (acrifice  to  it  thofe  of  his  church,  and  of  the 
whole  world. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 


fMttrfrom  the  Cardinal  Secretary  of  State  t$  the  Pope,  to  the  Mar* 

quis  of  MaJJimij  at  Paris* 

Sir, 

THE  difpatch  which  I  this  day  fend  to  you  will  be  the  ftib* 
jed  of  as  much  regret  to  vou  as  it  is  to  me.  You  know  the  ex- 
tent of  our  fentiments  of^  friendfhip  for  the  French  republic,  as, 
well  as  the  intcreft  which  we  all  feel  in  whatever  concerns  it,  or 
relates  to  the  citizen  ambaflador  Buonaparte,  who  is  fo  refpeA- 
ible  a  man.  I  had  received  yefterday  evening  confidential  re- 
com,  dating,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  there  would  be 
fome  commotion  in  the  city  of  Rome.  This  information  did  not 
appear  to  me  deferving  of  much  weight ;  but  dill  I  did  not  think 
it  right  totally  to  neglect  it:  therefore  I  took  thofe  (leps  which 
every  wife  government  ought  to  take,  under  fimilar  circum- 
AiQces;  and  having  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  the  ambaiTa- 
dor  therewith  to-day,  he  approved  of  them. 

I  remained  tranquil,  placing  an  entire  confidence  in  the  difpo- 
ntions  manifefted  by  the  ambaflador,  and  the  precautions  I  had 
tiien,  when,  all  on  a  fudden,  about  eleven  oVlock  at  night,  I 
jiras  informed  that  a  body  of  infurgents  had  advanced  to  his  palace, 
t>  demand  fupport  from  him,  which  he  mod  firmly  refufed^ 
that  afterwards  General  Ouphot  had  unfortunately  been  killed  in 
anadion  which  took  place  between  the  infurgents  and  our  troops. 
It  ivas  after  this  event  that  the  citizen  ambaflkdor  cook  the  refolu- 
tion  of  leaving  Rome.  I  endeavoured,  by  the  moft  urgent  en- 
^iKaties,  to  induce  him  to  alter  his  refolution  ;  but,  in  fpite  of 
kts  friendOiip  for  me,  he  thought  it  .due  to  his  pcrfon  and  fitua- 
tioQ  to  take  this  ftep;  and  I  have  profited  by  this  opportunity  to 
^te  to  you^  aqd  to  fend  the  letter  by  the  ambafladoi^  -  I  refer 

■you 
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you  to  him  for  further  infomaatipn  upon  this  fubje£l;  ^nd  I  hsLY^ 
fuch  a  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  veracity,  that  I  neither  cail' 
qor  ought  to  doubt  ihat  he  will  (Ute  the  truth  exadjy  to  the  Dir^ 
re£tory..     The  obje&  of  this  letter  is  to  defire  you  to  K^'aic  upoi^ 
the  Dircfloryy  and  to  flatc  to  them,  that  the  Holy  Father  (tajfi 
the  moil  fincerc  concern  at  an  accident  which  h€  could  neither 
forefec  nor  prevent •     You  niud  not  offer  any  fatisfaAion  for  titti 
event,  which  has  rendered  the  Holy  Father,  apd  all  of  us,  in? 
confolahle  ;  but  you  muil  entreat  the  Directory  to  point  out  what 
fjiti^fafliQii  they  require.     To  aik  it,  aiid  to  obtsun  it,  fiiall  be 
the  fame  thing;  for  neither  his  Holinefs,  myfelf,  nor  the  court 
of  Rome,  can  be  eafy  until  we  know  that  the  Pjroflojry  are 
fi^tisfied.     Knowing  their  juAiqe,   I  am  perfuadcd,  tb^t  if,  oa 
the  one  fide,  they  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  lofs  of  a  valuable 
citizen,  on  -the  ^other,  they  cannot  doubt  of  the  lively  concern 
we  feel,  they  will  give  due  weight  to  the  immediate  application 
,  which  you  arc  charged  to  make  to  them,  and  to  the  entire  confi- 
dence with  wliich  wc  rely  upon  their  determination.     I  cannot 
give  you  a  more  interefting  commilfion  than  this;  and  it  will  give 
rou  a  title  to  his  Holinefs's  favour,  if  you  can  enable  me  to  eafe 
lis  mind  upon  this  fubjefl.     I  expefl  difpatches  from  you  as 
fcoti  as  polliblei  and  am 

Your  fervant, 

(Signed)  J.  Doria  PamphilI| 

Romh  Dec.  28^  1797*  Cardinal. 
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Ccfy  of  a  Letter  from  Monf.  U  Chevalier  Aznrray  to  Citizen  Bu^ 
nup<trti'y  Ambajfador  of  the  French  Republic  at  Romcy  dated  RmUp 
Z^th  December  1797. 

THE  (late  in  which  you  left  us  this  morning  is  more  ttSij 
conceived  than  expreflcd.  I  did  not  fleep  the  whole  of  the  nighty 
and  before  day  I  was  apprized  of  your  departure.  Your  maa 
came  to  me,  and  gave  me  your  billet,  which,  in  the  midft  of 
the  [Jeafure  it  gave  me,  cau&d  me  infinite  concern  at  the  lofs  of 
fo  dear  a  friend.  I  did  not  want  it  to  put  me  in  mind  of  yoti^ 
yet  I  will  keep  it  as  the  mod  facred  pledge  of  your  friendlhipi. 
Citizen  Torette  brought  me  the  eife£ls  of  the  unhappy  general* 
which  he  had  fealed.  I  caufed  an  inventory  to  be  made  of 
them,  and  will  take  care  of  them  until  his  heirs  ihall  have  dif*. 
pofcd  of  them. 

I  have  told  your  tnaitre  d"  hotel,  the  dire£lor  of  the  pofts,  an4 
all  other  Frenchmen,  to  have  recourfe  to  me  upon  all  occafionSy 
with  as  much  confidence  as  they  would  to  you.  The  only  incon- 
venience is,  that  I  ;mi  not  certain  as  to  my  pwnTafety  ;  for  I  fee 
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J   the  ftCple  are  not  at  all  tranquil,  and  I  am  told  that  there  are 

^f   owDorioos  at  Traftivera. 

While  writing  this,  I  received  a  meflage  from  thc^  fecretary  of 
flife^  in  the  name  of  the  Pope,  requefUng  me  to  go  to  you  sci 
IhaacCf  m  order  to  bring  you  back  to  Ronie.  Though  there 
wu  80  common  fenfe  in  this  propofition,  1  only  replied,  that  I 
ms  forbid  interfering  in  the  affairs  of  Rome.  Rely  uponmy 
ftkoiOif,  Ice  &c. 

"  T.  AZA&RA. 


No.    I.       ^ 

72f  Awiaffudor  of  the  French  Republic  at  J^ome,  to  the  Cardinal 
SerMarf  0/  State,  dated  Rome,  lith  December j  Eight  o^Chck  at 

I  WRITE  to  inform  you  of  a  horrible  crime  which  was 
committed  a  few  minutes  after  my  return  from  the  Vatican,  where 
I  went  upon  your  invitation.  The  palace  of  Prance  is  fur- 
rounded  aiiti  violated.  It  is  neceflTary  that  you,  or  the  governor, 
er  fnt  other  perfon  Mrho  pofleffes  your  confidence,  (hould 
come  here.  I  do  not  doubt  but.  you  will  come  yourfelf.  Ybit 
will  only  have  to  pafs  through  troops. 


No.  IL 

Tie  Afihffador  of  the  French  Republic  at  Rome,  to  the  Cardinal 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  aith  December,  Ten  o'Qock  at 
Mght. 

AFTER  what  has  jud  happened,  it  is  impofiible  for  iiid 
IB  prolong  my  ftay  in  Rome,  without  committing  the  dignity 
rf  my  chamber,  and  perhaps  promoting  intereds  totally  con- 
trary to  my  inftru£lions,  which  were  fuch  as  fuit  the  reprefent-^ 
atioQ  of  a  great  and  loyal  government.  I  demand  a  paflportf 
fot  my  family,  and  for  the  French  officers.  I  beg  you  will 
&ndion  the  note  I   fend  you,  for  procuring  poll-horfes. 

P.  S.  Several  Frenchmen  have  had  their  cockades  torn 
fiem  their  hats  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  The  government 
ihall  be  refponfible  for  any  ulterior  infults  offered  to  them. 

Nos.  III.  andlV. 

The  trench  Ambifffador  to  the  Cardinal   Secretary,   dated   Romep 

Dec.  a8. 

I  HAVE  already  allccd  for  a  paflTport :  you  ought  to  perceive 

d^t  circumftances  will  not  fufier  me  to  remain  any  longer  here. 

Vol.  VII.  P  Every 
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f.'irt,  sr -i'-'i.:!/:  *-/  •-_*  F.-»o3  rcp-i'-i^*  *>2  bis  ££3 
:--*  ^.-v.'./  rtiTt',  :[*  -i.7^:r,  ir.i  :r«  rcdrr  :er  lif  poi 
Hk  tim  r.'.r  rt-ijc^'t  :.  t.  rr  dslxi  *":!  icrirtrff,  b-t  be 

in  i»rj',r',  i-''-*ar-i  c:  r^-'ir.z  i'.l  t'.e  r^cis,  hs  relKS  « 
gryyj  fi'*;,  rjf  rht  arr.':>a:Tiivr  to  :":i:t  :htr:  :o  ±c  Fi 

TKt  fi^jlth  of  thcHoiv  Fi*h*r  rrr.der?:!  :r^c:^.b!c  to 
him  tonij^Iit  wj!h  a!]  thj^  hks  happ-.-c ,  s:^d  .-.r  cannot 
withoti*  afPifijon  rri',-  i:r,r-rt'T:  >r.  v>h'wh  ihi>  untoricna 
will  Tike  li  pon  li i  m .  '1  h  i «  ^'^ jvc  :  i.  rr.-. ; . •  "i*  i  11  be  ready  t 
ihr  trtw  h  r  j;<jbJic  fuch  U'liiurx'vjn  z.i  it  niay  require,  ih< 
hav*:  ir;  no  dej^rcc  fr.en  in  faulr. 

^I'lin  Cdi<i\rt'j\,  before  he  concitMlcs  his  letter ,  begs  to  (i 
am  (nf  fa  dor  9  that  it  rfepends  upon  him  to  preferve  that  pea 
fhr:  f 'jinnian  fcr  in  chief  fo  ;^encroufly  cfiabiilh^-d  at  Tolei 

Hoprn;^  every  thing  from  the  coodntfs  of  the  ambail 
rriicwh  hi*k  affuranccs  of  high  confiJeratjon. 

(Signc(i)        Joseph  Cardinal  Doria  Pa 


No,  VI. 

7'hf  French  Amhnffador  to  the  QinJinal  Secretary ^^ated  i 

Ntvoj'e,    1797. 

I  MK  amhafTidor  of  ilic  French  republic  has  exprcflc 
tbci  Ictirr,  fcnt  by  Citizen  Mohedo,  his  regret  at  the  i 
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ftiolitres  which  cooipclhim  to  break  off  all  correfpondence  with  the 
feattary  of  (late»  without  ceafiog  at  the  fame  time  to  retain  in 
Uioujiid  the  ftrongeit  fent}ments  of  regard  for  the  charader  and 
tk,iolite  and  friendly  manners  of  M.  le  Cardinal  Doria»  whofe 
ffmsk  is  difplaced  among  thofe  irreconcilable  enemies  of  the 
Fi^h  name  who  now  govern  the  court  of  Rome.  I  beg  you  to 
bdm  the  fentiments  of  friendfhip  and  efteem  with  which  he  is. 

Yours, 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 

UUrfrom  Talleyrand  Perigord^   Minifler  of  Finign  Affairs^    to 
Cthiit  Bkmaparte^  Ambajfador  of  the  French  Republic  at  Rome. 

Paris  J  2id  Nivofe  (Jan  ii). 

I  HAVE  received,  citizen,  the  didrefling  letter  which  you 
wrote  to  nie,  relative  to  the  dreadful  events  which  took  place  at 
Rome  on  the  8th  of  Nivofe.  Perfidy  and  bafe  villany  were  never 
carried  to  a  greater  excefs.  Be  alfured  that  the  French  republic 
willezad  a^reparation  worthy  of  itfelf — and  with  this  afTurance 
Kcmit  the  only  confolation  which  can  be  given  to  him  who  has 
faotme  of  his  befl  friends,  and  one  of  the  mofl  intrepid  defenders 
rfdie  republic,  die  by  his  fide. 

Notwithftanding  the  care  you  have  taken  to  conceal  almofl 
cieqf  Aing  which  petfonally  relates  to  your  condud  on  that  hor- 
Ale  day,  you  have  not  prevented  us  from  difcovering  that  you 
W  fopported  with  magnanimity  the  honour  of  the  French 
oame. 

The  Direflory  charge  mc  to  exprefs  to  you,  in  the  flrongcfl 
ml  wanneft  manner,  the  lively  fatisfadion  which  they  have  re- 
oared  firom  your  condu£t  in  this  aflPair.  I  hope  you  will  readily 
Uieve  that  1  am  happy  to  be  their  organ  in  communicating  thefc 
Kstiinents. 

Health  and  fraternity. 

Ch.  Talleyrand  Perigord. 


M^mtfrom  the  Executive  Directory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred^ 

the  \Ji  Ventofe  (Feb.  19). 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  theocratic  government  of  R.ome,  forgetting  the  benefits 
of  the  treaty  ofTolentino,  and  ungrateful  towards  the  French 
(j^ernment,  which  deigned  to  fpare  it  after  the  aflafiination  of 
"•ftvillc — that  government,  ever  faithlefs  to  human  rights,  on 
^fe  8ih  of  Nivofe  laft,  infulted  the  great  nation  in  the  perfon  of 
ber  ambaiTadori  by  violating  the  jurifdi£lion  of  his  palace,  and 

Pi'  murder- 
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• 

nyurderififi;  before  his  eyes  a  French  general,  the  brave  Dupl 
who  h^d  hitherto  efcaped  all  the  dangers  of  war,  but  could 
avoid  this  zSt  of  cowardly  perfidy.  The  Papal  government  h 
for  fome  time  previous  to  this  event,  fecretly  recommenced  he 
lities,  and  made  preparations  for  war,  againft  the  French  rcpubl 
they  called  foreign  generals  to  their  afliflance ;  they  correiptiii 
fecretly  with  the  confpirators  whom  the  i8th  Fruflidor  defeat 
To  excite  new  troubles  in  the  heart  t)f  France,  they  oppofed 
decifions  of  theologians  to  the  laws  of  the  republic.  Final 
they  organized  a  mock  infurredion  againft  themfelves,  fn 
which  they  hoped  to  find  a  pretext  for  calumniating  France,  ] 
committing  an  outrage  on  her  ambaflador,  but  which  was  marl 
by  all  that  giddinefs  and  rage  which  were  difplayed  in  the  eve: 
of  the  8th  Nivofe.  Since  that  day  they  have  ^continued  th 
mancpuvres  and  their  hoftilities.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Execuli 
Dir^^ory,  upon  this  occafion,  to  employ  for  the  defence  of  I 
fiate  all  the  means  which  the  conftitution  has  placed  in  their  haiv 
'They  ordered  the  general  in  chief  of  the  army  of  Italy  to  mir 
towards  Rom^  ;  and  a  courier  who  is  juft  arrived  brings  the  i 
formation  that  the  troops  of  the  French  republic  occupy,  iincet 
aad  of  Pluviofe  (Feb.  lo},  the  caftle  of  St.  An^gdd  andtl 
Capitol* 

The  Executive  Diredory  conform  to  the  328th  article  of  tl 
conftitution,  by  immediately  informing  the  legiflative  body  of  tl 
firft  fteps  which  have  been  taken  againft  a  governmenjl  incomgib 
ip  its  perverflty,  and  furious  in  its  hatred,  againft  the  revolati< 
and  the  French  republic. 

P.  Bar R AS,  Prefident. 

Lagakdje,  Secretary-general*^ 

.-....—..._...... , — *— — ■ ■'" 

Proclamation  of  Cardinal  Dona  at  Rome,  on  the  ^d  Fet*  1798* 

ROMANS,  wife  and  virtuous  Romans,  your  dear  father,  yo( 
Sovereign,  fpeaks  to  you  by  mc.  He  informs  you  that  i 
has  received  notice  of  the  approacli  of  a  French  army  againft  tfa 
capital,  and  he  is  alTured  that  it  does  not  come  to  a6t  hoftile 
ag^iuQtyou.  Fear  not,  therefore,  but  take  courage  from  the  pc 
fence  of  his  HoKnefs.  Full  qiT  confidence,  infpired  by  the  pii^l 
COi*:ilu£l  and  magnanimity  of  the  French  republic,  your  foverei] 
feels  no  alarm.  Animated  with  the  greateft  tendernefs  towai 
you,  he  wit!  jiot  forfakc  you  at  any  time  whe;n  you  naay*  bQ  c 
pofed  to  danger. 


Pr9f 
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Tmtamatiin  U  the  infurgint  Communes  ef  Mcfaecto^  CiMgoli,  (fe. 

Bologna^  17  Pluviofe  (Feb.  5). 

UYPOCRITES  and  fanatics  have  for  a  moment  mifled  you. 
•  The  French  troops  marched  into  the  midft  of  you,  declaring 
nd  proving  by  their  deeds,  that  they  were  the  friends  of  the 
people:  but  you  have  endeavoured  to  obftrufl  their  pro^refs ;  you 
hveeven  been  guilty  of  firing  upon  the  foldiers  of  France,  though, 
when  their  phalanxes  approached,  you  were  difmayed,  and  fled. 
The  French  (bldier  knows  that  thofe  atone  are  criminal  who  are 
the  fecret  agents  of  the  government  of  Rome.  He  pardons  you, 
and  will  even  refpeft  the  property  which  you  have  abandoned.  As 
Rocral  in  chief,  I  pardon  you  in  the  name  of  the  French  republic. 
Ketnni  peaceably  to  your  homes,  and  conflder'the  Fsench  army 
ai  aa  army  of  friends.  I  repeat  to  you,  *  that  perfons  and  property, 
voiibip,  and  your  temples,  fhall  be  refpeded.  Pay  obedience  to 
]r(»r municipal  magiftrates ;  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  French 
officers,  who  command  only  for  the  prcfent  moment.  Follow 
yoar  ufual  occupations,  and  continue  to  preferve  your  manners 
airicuftoms  in  peace:  in  doing  fo,  you  will  foon  fee  happinefe 
Miifed  among  you.  The  French  army  marches  towards  Rome, 
Mt  to  make  conqueds,  but  to  puni{h  the  ^iTafiins  of  General 
Diphot,  and  the  iafult  given  to  the  ambalTador  of  the  republic. 


%rf  of  General  Berthier  on  taking  poffifflon  of  the  Capitol^  on  the 

15/A  Feb.  1798. 

jlf  ANES  of  Cato,   of  Pompey,  of  Brutus,  of  Cicero,  aiKl  of 
^  Hortenfius !  receive  the  homage  of  free  Frenchmen,  in  that 

npitol  whei^  you  have  fo  often  defended  the  rights  of  the  people, 

^lefleded  a  luftre  on  the  Roman  republic. 
Thcdefcendants  0/  the  Gauls  enter  this  augud  place,  bearing 

the  (dive- branch  of  peace  in  their  hands,  to  rc-eflablifli  the  altars  of 

ftcTty,  ereded  by  the  firft  of  the  Brutus's.        / 
Aad  you,  Roman  people!  who  are  about  to  refume  your  legi- 

4«ue  rights,  rccolle£l  the  blood  which  runs  in  your  veins — r^rd 

Ik  tDonuments  of  glory  by  which  you  are  fur  rounded — renime 

]Mr  andeat  grandeur,  and  the  virtues  of  your  anceftors. 


Prochk- 
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JPnclamation  by  the  Department  of  the  Police. 

LIBERTY EQUALITY. 

February  lo,  FirJI  Tear  of  the  Roman 
Republicy  one  and  indivtfible. 

IT  IS  ufelefs  to  dcmonftrate  by  words,  to  the  fovereign  people  of 
•*•  Rome,  the  iniquity  of  the  government  which  isjuft  abolilhed, 
and  the  advantage  of  the  change  which  has  taken  place.  Every 
fenfible  man  muTt  acknowledge,  that  the  will  of  all  ought  to  pre- 
vail  over  the  will  or  the  defpotifm  of  a  fmall  number  of  interefted 
perfons ;  and  that  the  unanimous  confcmt  of  citizens  who  love 
their  coutitry  is  more  free  and  more  fincere  than  that  of  the  fo- 
reigners who  compofed  a  theocratic  government  of  fo  monftrous  a 
nature.  Abiifes  have  been  carried  to  their  height.  The  debt 
greatly  exceeding  the  revenues  of  the  ftale,  or  the  ability  of  die 
people  to  pay  it,  the  fcarcity  of  commodities  having  reduced  all 
clafl'es  to  the  greateft  diflrefs,  bafe  money  circulated  to  a  great 
amount,  and  impunity  given  to  the  mpft  unjuft  monopoly  of  pro- 
Ylfions,  are  inconteflable  proofs  of  the  excefs  to  which  the  Papal 
tyranny  has  been  carried. 

The  provifional  government  of  the  Roman  republic,  which  ha^ 
recovered  its  ancient  rights,  promife  to  pay  unremitting  attentioo 
to  the  rc-eftab1i(hment  of  the  equality  and  the  balance  of  com- 
merce,, fo  that  provifions  of  every  kind  may  be  procured  for  their 
fellow-citizens.  At  prefcnt  they  content  themfelves  with  an- 
nouncing, that  the  Mount  of  Piety  fliall  be  immediately  opened, 
and  that  the  perfons  who  have  goods  depofi ted  there  may  have  them 
reAored  to  the  amount  of  twenty  paoli. 

The  free  Romans,  confident  of  the  future  profperity  of  a  re^ 
public  which  will  render  them  happy,  are  invited  to  give  proofs  of 
their  joy  and  their  patriotifm  by  illuminations  to-morrow. 

To  crown  this  fellival  by  a  fraternal  meeting,  there  will  be  a 
public  and  ^r^r/i  ball  on  Sunday  evening,  in  the  great  theatre  of 
Alberte;  but  without  mafks,  as  that  kind  of  amufement  is  only 
an  infamous  remnant  of  the  barbarous  feudal  fydem. 

The  good  on'er  and  the  tranquillity  of  the  city  requires  that  all 
citrzens  (hould  identify  themfelves  with  the  general  will.  Kvtrj 
perfon  is  therefore  expeded  to  wear  the  national  cockade,  the  co- 
lours of  which  are  white,  black,  and  red.  Thofe  who  appear 
with  the  cockade  of  a  foreign  nation,  mud  produce  their  authority 
for  wearing  it. 

The  fovereign  people  have  already,  in  feveral  places,  pulled 
down  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  abolifhed  government:  but 
juftice  and  order  demand  that  all  marks  of  flavery  (hould  be  every 
where  inftantly  laid  a  fide  by  thofe  who  arrogate  to  themfelves  fuch 
ridiculous  prctenfions. 

In 


(  III  ) 

In  abolifliing  tbePc  enfigns  of  tyrannyi  it  ia  proper  alfo  to  fup- 
prrfs  all  di(Hn6live  figns  of  ariftocracy  whatever :  therefore  all 
orders  of  chivalry,  gold  keys,  titles  of  nobility,  or  pre-eminence 
of  any  kind,  are  prohibited,  as  injurious  to  equality.  Liveries, 
hccs,  and  other  badges  of  pcrfonal  fervflude,  arc  alfo  prohibited^ 
as  infiilting  to  God,  and  degrading  to  man. 

N.  Corona,  Pr«fe6l. 

Martelli,  Secretary. 


Ceaeral  cf  Brigade  Vialy    Commandant  of  Rome,    to  the  peaceable 
Inhabitants  of  the  City^  and  to  the  Civic  Guard, 

Romey  ith  Vent  of ey  (26/A  Feb.) 

A  REPORT  was  fpread  yefterday,  that  there  was  a  divifton  in 
the  French  anny.     The  faflious,  the  fanatics,  aflaflins,  and 
robbers,  inftantly  formed  the  dcfign  of  taking  advantage  of  this 
ciicumftancc.      They  began  by  organizing  alfaflination  in  every 
VjMtt  of  the  town,  and  fome  French  foldiers  were  fiirrounded 
and  murdered.     They  then  aflcmblcd  in  the  quarter  ofTranftc- 
vmo^  with  the  fanatics  at  their  head,  carrying  an  image  of  the 
Virgin.     They  appeared  near  St.  Peter's  church,    crying  Fiva 
Mirla!  where,  as  the  (ird  vlBl  of  their  religion,  they  put  to  death 
a  whole  guard  of  foldiers.     They  next  took  pofleflion  of  the  bridge 
jrfSextus,  andOf  all  the  neighbouring  (Ireets.     The  pillaging  was 
to  have  begun  in  the  quarter  inhabited  by  the  Jews,  and  was  af- 
terwards to  have  been  carried  through  the  whole  v'ity,  had  the  firft 
attempts  been  fuccefsful ;  but  the  ruffians  were  ignorant  of  the 
fpfrit  which  animated  the  French  troops  ;    they  knew  not  that 
Bpon  the  firft  fummons  every  one  would  be  upon  his  poft,  parti- 
cuhrly  when  it  was  necelfary  to  defend  a  people  (the  Jews)  whom 
our  principles  teach  us  to  proteft.     I  was  foon  informed  of  ali 
that  had  paflled  ;  and  corps  of  troops  fcnt  into  different  quarters  of 
the  town  affured  me  of  the  tranquillity  of  thofe  places  \  but  at 
Tranfteverro  the  mifcrcants  were  in  confldcrable  force.     It  was 
neceflfary  to  piarch  againft  them,  and  without  lofmg  a  moment's 
time  I  proceeded  againft  them  myfclf,  at  the  head  of  fome  troops. 
They  received  us  with  a  fire  of  muflcetry  ;  but  the  bayonets  of  re- 
publicans foon  overcame  every  obftocle.     The  gate  near  which 
the  unfortunate  Duphot  was   anaffinated  was  forced  with  fixed 
bayonets,   and   the   bridge  of  Scxtiis   was  carried   in  the  fame 

suooer. 

Inhabitants  of  Rome !  be  confident  that  the  French  wifti  to 
promote  your  happinefs  :  of  this  intention  they  laft  night  gave  you 
s  convincing  proof.  Had  we  not  wifhed  to  give  fecurity  to  the 
Kves  and  properties  of  the  peaceable  citizens,  we  might  have  con* 
teated  ourfelvcs  with  occupying  fome  military  poficions,  and  the 
4  piomxfc 
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proftiirc  of  protection  we  made  to  you  would  not,  as  sow,  hare 
been  fcaled  with  the  blood  of  uur  brethren  in  atms. 

As  for  youy  civic  guard,  you  have  difplaycd  on  this  occaffon  A 
Zealand  devotion  for  good  order  which  will  for  ever  fecure  toyott 
the  gratitude  of  your  icl low-citizens*  I  am  happy  to  have  the  op" 
portunity  on  bclto\\  ing  on  you  in  this  public  rhanner  that  tribute  of 
eulogy  and  efleem  which  your  condudl  has  fo  juftly  merited. 

A  great  number  of  affaffins  who  were  taken  with  arms  in  their 
hands  will  be  tried  within  twenty-four  hours. 

(Signed)  Via  I. 


Alexander  Bcrthier,    General  in  Chief  of  the  French  Army,  to  thi 

People  of  the  Rorntin  Republic, 

'TpHE  enemies  of  your  happincfs,  and  of  liberty,  have  endea* 
■*•  voured  to  millead  you.  Some  movements  took  place  ycf- 
terday  in  the  quarter  ot  Tranileverro,  which  were  repreiTed  by 
force.  Several  Frenchmen  were  aiVaflinated — fome  of  the  guilty 
have  been  arrcllcd,  and  fliall  be  punilhcH. 

It  was  believed  the  French  army  was  difunited,  but  thofe  who 
thought  fo  were  deceived  :  were  it  pomble  that  difcord  fliould  ever 
prevail  in  the  army,  be  convinced  that  the  moment  in  whieh  the  * 
enemies  of  liberty  and  of  FVancc  IhoulJ  dare  to  Ihow  themfelvesy 
under  any  colour  whatever,  that  moment  the  French  troops 
would  be  united,  and  difplay  the  energetic  chara£lcr  which  Ims 
fo  often  conduded  them  to  liberty,  and  taught  their  enemies  to 
tremble. 

Roman  people  !  liden  not  to  perfidious  connfcls  ;  refpe&  the 
condituted  authorities,  who  are  conftantly  employed  in  endea- 
vouring to  promote  your  happinefs.  Invite  every  Roman  citizen 
to  make  known  dircclly  to  me  every  inliancc  of  vexation  or  op- 
preflion  of  any  kind  he  may  be  fubjcd  to.  All  criminals  (hall 
be  fevercly  puniflled. 

(Signed)  Berthier. 


Meffagi  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hnmhedy  en  the  13/A  Ventoje  (jjt 

AlarchJ, 

Citizens  Reprcfentalives, 

TWO  governments  of  Europe  have  been  remarked  for  a 
cunning  and  faiiguinary  policy,  and  for  their  hatred  to 
France,  particularly  France  free  and  a  republic.  Thefe  arc  the 
cabinet  of  St.  Jaiiics's",  and  the  theocracy  of  Rome.  The  Crimea 
of  the  former  of  thcfc  governments  have  long  excited  our  indig- 
nation \    they  will  foon  receive  their  juft  chaftifcment.     Thefe 

crimes. 
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crimes^   however,    are  nothing  in  comparilbn  to  thofe  ofMhe 

fiHiop  of  Rome.     , 
B/i  former  mefTagei  the  Direflory  announced  to  you  that  tl^e 

Frtoch  troops  occupied  the  caftleof  St.  Angclo,  and  the  Capitol. 

Tliry  communicate  to  you  to-day  the  ulterior  news  wliich  they 

be  received  from  Rome,  and  which  contains  the  dctaiU  of  one 

of  ihc  greated  events  of  modern  hidory. 
Oq  the  27th  Pluviofe,    General  Berth ier  arrived  under  the 

walls  of  Rome :  he  did  not  enter  the  city  himfclf,  but  remained  in 
his  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  anniverfary  of  the  23d  year  of 
the  reign  of  Pius  the  Sixth*  the  Roman  people  proceeded  to  the 
Cu^/WnVi.^here  they  drew  up  a  folemnaS  of  the  refumptioa 
of  their  right  of  fovereignty. 

In  this  proclamation  it  is  faid  in  fubflancc,  that  the  Roman 
people,  opprcfled  for  a  long  period  by  a  government  of  pvicits, 
a  real  political  monfter,  have  attempted  feveral  times  in  vain 
to  throw  off  the  horrible  yoke;  that  a  fccret  magic  of  niper- 
flitioiii  of  intereft,  and  of  armed  force,  combined  againA  their 
eijrts,  had  reofiercd  hitherto  their  ejBTorts  ufclefs;  but  that  ^t 
length  this  government  had  fallen  afunder  of  itfelf,  by  its  aiterna- 
tivei  of  imbecility  and  infult,  of  meannefs  and  pride  :  that  the 
RonuD  people,  fearful  of  feeing  a  horrible  anarchy,  or  a  worfe 
fyntmy  foececdy  had  collcdcd  all  their  courage  and  ilrength  to 
preient  the  tfkEtiot  this  diflbhition ;  that  they  ted  in  confequencfe 
determined  to  reclaim  their  rights  of  fovereignty  ;  that  finally. this 
united  people  declare  with  one  voice  andfpirit,  to  God  himfclf, 
and  to  the  univerfe; 

That  the  Roman  people  have  had  no  hand  in  the  horrible  attacks 
anjail^fliusitiou^  by  which  the  government  have  fo  gricvoully  of* 
fended  the  French  nation,  and  her  invmciblc  republic  :  attack^ 
^hich  the  people  detcd  and  abhor,  and  the  infamy  of  which  will 
recoil  upon  the  heads  of  the  authors. 

That  in  fM|)prefling,  aboliihing,  and  annihilatiiig  the  political, 
economical,  an^  civil  authorities  of  this  government  of.  pricils, 
the  people  have  ercdcd  themfelves  into  a  free  and  independent  fo- 
vcreign  ;  that  they  havcrefumed  all  their  legidative  and  executive 
powers  i  th^t  tbey  will  exercife  them  by  their  rcprefcntativcs,  ac- 
cording to  the  riphts  of. men,  which  are  imprefcr^ptiblc,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  jufticc,  truth,  liberty,  and  equality. 
.  That  in  conflqiience,  by  this  aft,  all  political,  economical,  and 
civi!  faculties  exercifed  in  the  name  of  the  Pope,  are  provifxinally 
transferred  to  departments  and  members  namedby  the  i>eoplc,  at 
the  head  of  whom  are  five  councils,  iii-vcded  with  the  powers  which 
the  Congrcgatioa  of  ilate  filled. 

Vol.  VII.      ■  Q_  T1..S 
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This  z&  contains  befidesy  the  nomination  of  all  the  othe 
magiArates,  prefcds,  ediles,  officers  of  thei  provifional  govern 
ment. 

Finally 9  the  people  name  eight  deputies  to  go  in  their  names  t 
the  general  of  the  troops  of  the  republic,  in  order  to  implore  fror 
him  the  powerful  prote&ionof  a  generous  nation*-— of  thofe  French 
men  whofe  example  has  been  the  light  that  has  enlightened  xh 
Romans,  and  whofe  friendihip  will  guide  and  guarantee  their  re 
-turn  to  liberty  and  their  regeneration* 

The  afi  is  dated  Rome,  the  15th  February  1798,  the  fif£ 
year  of  liberty  proclaimed  in  the  Gipitol:  it  is  followed  by  the  li^ 
natures  of  all  the  Roman  citizens,  knowing  how  to  read  and  write 
to  the  number  of  feveral  thoufands ;  in  prcfencc  of  whom,  and  : 
countlefs  number  of  people,  it  is  faid,  that  the  zA  was  read  wiO 
«  loud  and  clear  voice,  confirmed  and  approved  with.acdamatioa 
«nd  univerfaljoy. 

After  the  proclamation,  trees  of  liberty  were  planted  before  tin 
Capitol,  and  in  other  public  places. 

At  noon  the  deputation,  bearing  the  colours  of  the  Roman  re 
public,  prefented  to  General  Berthier  the  wifhes  of  the  peqplf 
and  the  provifional  government* 

The  general  proceeded  to  the  Capitol  himfelf,  to  reply  to  th< 
Roman  people  in  the  name  of  the  French. 

He  traverfed  Rome  in  the  midft  of  an  immenfe  crowd,  applaud- 
ing our  arms.  He  afcended  the  Capitol,  invoked  the  manes  oj 
Cato  and  Brutus,  and  declared,  according  to  the  intentions  of  thi 
Executive  Diredory,  that  the  French  republic  profefles  this  priD 
ciple,  that  the  people  are  fovereign,  and  recognifed  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Roman  republic,  confiding  of  all  the  territory  w hid 
remained  under  the  temporal  authority  of  the  Pope  by  the  treat] 
of  Campo  Formio.  .  ^ » 

The  Direfiory  annex  to  this  meflage  a  copy  of  the  declaration  f 
General  Berthier,  in  French  and  Italian* 

After  this  declaration,  tranfmitted  to  the  provifional  confub 
the  general  in  chief  made  the  tour  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  midft  o 
immenfe  crowds,  rending  the  air  with  cries  of.  Live  the  French  re* 
public,  the  Roman  republic,  and  liberty  ! 

He  paired  through  Rome  to  return  to  his  camp.  The  faa|i 
exclamations,  the  fame  joy  followed  him* 

He  fays,  in  a  difpatch  of  the  27th  Pluviofe,  «<  The  altar; 
of  liberty  are  rc-ere£led  in  the  Capitol*  All  the  people  an 
content." 

On  the  28th,  he  writes  that  this  revolution  was  effected  in  thi 
greated  order,  and  that  ^*  Rome  offers  the  impofing  and  nui* 
jcfHc  fpcflacle  of  a  wife  people  refuming  their  dignity,  bieakio| 
their  chains,  and  preferving  o^ly  a  cold  contempt  ior  their  op- 
preffors,'' 

"a  Ii 
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In  another  difpatch  of  the  2d  of  this  month ,  -  he  ^tindunces  ever^ 
tidng  that  couM  confolidate  the  great  work  of  the  ever  memorable 
dajof the  27th  Pluviofe. 

The  municipality  of  Rome  is  orgahizedi  as  well  as  the  civic 
gittrd,  which  has  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Roman  re- 
foUic. 

The  French  general  has  taken  thofe  pretrautions  which  worfhip 
and  prejudices  might  require  on  his  part.  On  the  30th  Pluviofe^ 
the  churches  of  Rome  refounded  with  a  Te  Deum^  to  celebrate  the 
dqron  which  Rome  regained  her  liberty,  and  proclaimed  her  re- 
public. Fourteen  cardinals  fung  this  hymn  themfelves  in  St.  Pe* 
ter*! :  they  are  not  of  the  number  of  thofe  who  counfelled  the  hor« 
rible  permly  committed  aeainft  France  \  the  authors  of  it  are  for 
the  moil  part  fled,  the  reu  are  taken. 

TbtPope  quitted  Rome  on  the  ad  of  this  month,  at  four  o'clock. 
He  demanded  from  the  French  two  officers,  who  were  granted 
Urn  to  ferve  «$  a  fafeguard.  It  was  not  thought  proper  to  keep 
him  prifgner,  becaufe  He  threw  hlmfelf  upon  our  loyalty.  Nor 
hre  the  attentions  due  to  his  great  age  been  forgotten  ;  but  he 
fehKmfelf  that  he  could  not  remain  at  Rome,  that  he  ought  to 
coofummate  the  revolution,  give  place  to  liberty,  and  refign  him- 
lelf  to  his  lor.  Free  Rome  lus  been  purged  from  the  prefence  of 
the  defpotj  his  arms  have  been  removed,  and  his  retreat  has  beea 
cekbtated  hj  a  folemn  fete. 

Tiees  of  liberty  are  planted  in  all  the  communes  of  the  ci-devant 

ccdefi^tcal  dates.     It  was  fomewhat  difficult  to  deftroy  in  Roma 

the  prejudice  tnA  hatred  which  the  Papal  government  had  at- 

lemptM  to  excite  againft  the  French  army,  by  circulating  the  fear 

of  violation  and  pillage,  and  by  accrediting  the  falfe  opinion^ 

'^f  tmder  pretence  of  wifliing  to  revenge  a  great  crime,  France 

Ipeculated  iipon  the  conqueft  of  the  country,  in  order  to  make  a 

ioameful  traffic   of  it  with  other  powers  ;    but  this  (IniAer  im- 

preffion  has  been  done  away  by  the  frank  reply  of  General  fier- 

.ttoper  to  the  zQi  of  the  Roman  people.      He  Hiowed  that  the 

French  4rs  not  merchants  of  ilaves :  far  from  trading  in  men, 

they  arc  the  deliverers  of  them.     An  order  has  been  given  to  celc- 

boite  at  Rome  the  aiFe£ting  and  farewell  fate  of  the  brave  and  ill- 

tiirid'buphot. 

Grand  monuments  are  about  to  be  ereftcd  on  the  fpots  where 
AilTeWlIe  and  Duphot  were  mafTacrcd. 

The  Rjoman  people  themfelves  propofed  a  fete  of  an  antique  and 
BoWc  charaSer,  dedicated  to  the  glory  of  the  French  republic, 
ad  which  is  to  take  place  in  the  Roman  Forum^  under  the  tri* 
tephal  arches  of  the  Emperors  Titus  and  Severus. 
'Ydn-will  he  fati^fied,  citizens  reprefcntativcs,  with  learning, 
*«  foch  great  erents  hdve  taken  place  without  the  effafion  of 
Wood  ;  that  the  public  treafury,  the  monuments  of  the  arts,  pro- 
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fCTty  ini  pcribns,  have  been  rcfpeAed  ;  and  that  the'difcipline  c 
the  army  of  Italy,  equal  to  its  valour,  has  merited  the  efleem  an 
admiration  of  the  Romans  reftored  to  themfelves.  , 

The  DireSory  has  but  one  trait  to  add — 

The  provifional  government  of  the  Roman  rcpuHif  has  aj 
pointed  an  ambaffador  to  the  French  republic.  He  fet  off  on  tl 
3d  Ventofe.  Oh,  citizens  reprcfentatives !  >\-hat  a  feature  in  tl 
iiiflory  of  the  world  is  the  fending  to  Paris  of  a  minifter  from  tl 
Roman  confuls,  to  thank  the  French  for  the  generous  fuppc 
given  by  them  to  the  deliverance  of  Rome  !  What  foul,  howcv 
under  the  influence  of  apathy,  could  remain  infenfible  to  fo  gloi 
Qus  a  fi^h:  ?  Who  can,  without  tranfport,  hear  the  recital  oft 
awaking  of  the  Roman  people  from  their  flumber?  Who  coii 
refufe  to  falute  the  renafcent  republic  i  But,  above  all,  he 
fublimc  to  bear  the  title  of  French  citizen,  and  to  fee  that  gr« 

5>eople  extinguifh  for  ever  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican,  witht 
ame  hand  that  is  ercSing  again,    in   the   Capitol,    altars 
liberty  ! 

The  Executive  DireSory  cannot  doubt  the  eflfeft  which  this  n 
tional  fentiment  will  produce  upon  you,  citizens  rcprcfentative 
and  they  have  rcafon  to  believe  that  you  will  approve,  in  a  folen 
jmanner,  the  condnd  of  the  army  of  Italy* 

(Signed)  Merlin,  Prefident. 

Lacarde,  Sec.  General 


ProclafnatioH  (^General  Berthiir^  at  Eomcy  on  thi  2ph  Pluvidfti 

'T'HE  Roman  people  are  reftored  to  their  rights  of  fovereigni 
■*■    by  proclaiming  their  independence,    by  aifuming  the  g 
vernment   of  ancient  Rome,    and  by  conflituting   the  Roffli 
republic. 

The  general  in  chief  of  the  French  army  in  Italy  declares, 
the  name  of  the  French  republic,  that  he  acknowledges  the  i 
dependent  Roman  republic,  and  that  it  rs  under  the  fpecial  pf 
tedion  of  the  French  arms. 

The  general  in  chief  alfo  acknowledges,  in  the  name  of  t 
French  republic,  the  provifional  government  chofen  by  the  RO01J 
people. 

Ail  temporal  authorit'c:.  proceeding  from  the  Pope  are  therefo 
fiippreflcd,  and  (hall  cxticife  no  fuiiftions  whatever. 

The  general  in  chief  (hall  make  every  difpolition  nece(rary 
fccure  the  independence  of  the  Roman  people,  an4  to  perfeft  tl 
organization  of  their  government,  in  order  that  their  new  laws  m) 
be  founded  on  the  ba(is  of  iihcrty  and  equality* 

He  will  adopt  every  n^ealure  calculated  to  promote  the  happinc 
of  the  Romans. 

Tl 
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The  French  general  Cervoni  is  charged  with  the  dircdion  of 
ffe  police,  and  providing  for  the  fecurity  of  the  city  of  Rome ; 
adairowith  the  inftallation  of  the  new  government. 

The  Roman  republici  acknowledged  by  the  French  republic, 
cooprehends  all  the  territory  which  remained  under  the  tetnporaL 
aothority  of  the  Pope  after  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio. 

Alex.  Berthier. 


N^teffNt  $n  the  15/A  Seft*  1797,  to  the  Government  of  Berne. 

Parisy  29  FruSidor  (15  Sept.). 

'THE  Executive  Direflory,  convinced  that  the  million  of  Mr. 
Wickham  to  the  Helvetic  cantons,  has  no  reference  what- 
CYcrtothe  refpeflive  interefts  of  England  and  Switzerland,  and 
chit  his  fole  obje£l  is  to  excite  and  further  plots  againft  the  inter* 
ml  ud  external  fecurity  of  the  French  republic,  charge  Citizen 
Mingaud  to  invite  and  reqnirq  the  government  of  the  canton  of 
Bone,  and  alfo  the  other  Helvetic  cantons,^  if  ncceflary,  to  give 
Kindlons  for  Mr.  Wickham*s  immediate  departure  from  the  ter-« 
ntoriesof  Switzerland. 

(Signed)         .   Reve^lliere  Lepaux,  Pred 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen. 


mm 


Reply  of  the  Canton  cf  Berne. 

THE  republic  of  Berne,  always  holding  in  the  higticd  eQt« 

IHatioQ  the   good  intentions  of  the  French  republic,  has  taken 

^0  mature  confideration  the  note  tranfinitted  c^thcm  by  Citizen 

Afiflgaud,  in  the  name  of  the  Executive  Diredlftry  of  the  French 

*cpublic. 

They  have  to  remark,  that,  for  nearly  a  century  pad,  Britifh 
^ents  or  miniders  have  uniformly  rclided  in  Switzerland,  and 
?hat  Mr.  Wickham,  whofc   departure   from  Switzerland  is  re- 

SQtred  by  the   Executive  Diredory,  being  accredited   to  all  the 
:ates  of  the   Helvetic   confederacy  ajs   miniftcr   plenipotentiary^ 
^he  republic  of  Berne  cannot  decide  feparatcly  on  a  fubje6l  whicli 
loeOentially  involves  the  rights  of  others,  and  the  neutrality  of 
Uie  Helvetic  body,  as  declared  and  recognifed  by  all  the  powers 
)M)w  at  war. 

The  government  of  Berne,  always  employed  in  maintaining. 
Wmony  and  good  underltanding  with  France  and  the  other  beU 
^crent  powers,  fubmits  the  above  conlideiations  to  the  wifdonv 
*«igood  fenfc  of  the  Executive  Dircdory,  alFuring  the  Direc- 
tory, at  the  fame  time,  that  the  government  of  Berne,  in  concert 
^ith  the  co>fUt«Sj  will  lofe  no  time  in  coming  to  a  refolution 
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fuitable  to  the  magnitude  of  the  fubjefl,  fliould  the  Exccutli^^^ 
Dire£lory  deem  it  expedient  to  addrefs  itfelf  to  this  effed,  to  i\^  ^ 
laudable  Helvetic  body. 

(Signed)  MoRLOT,  Chancellor. 

Berne,  ilth  Ofl*  1797. 


Lettfr  from  At.  Ochsy  Enrouy  from  Bajle,  to  his  ConftiiuentSm 

Magnificent  and  gracious  Lords, 

npHIS  is  probably  the  lad  time  that  thefe  antiquated  titles  ftalT 
■*•  ftrike  the  ears  of  your  excellencies.  I  cannot  diflemble  the 
picafurc  I  have  in  renouncing  them  myfelf>  and  in  cherllhing  the 
hope  that  the  endearing  title  of  citizen  is  foon  to  fucceed 
them. 

I  confider  the  revolution  in  Switzerland  as  completed.  The 
different  cantons,  their  dependencMiy  and  fome  of  their  allies, 
^ill,  I  hope>  foon  form  a  democratic  and  rcprefentative  republic 
Threats,  boailtngs,  irregular  meafures,  which  may  be  thought 
ingenious  and  firm,  petty  (hifts,  mifcrable  intrigues,  may  perhaps 
retard  the  criiis,  and  even  render  it  troublefome:  but  thefe  means 
ivill  not  prevent  the  revolution  from  being  carried  into  effed. 
The  decree  is  paiTcd.  Deftiny  feems  to  have  declared  the  end  of 
all  degrading  aridocracies*  * 

It  is  honourable  for  my  canton  to  be  the  firft  which  gave  the  ejf- 
ample  to  Switzerland.  It  will  be  glorious  for  it  to  have  com- 
menced partially  the  general  revolution,  without  anarchy,  and 
'Without  convuifion :  it  any  man,  from  obftinacy,  rafh  engage* 
ments,  or  from  principles  ct*  pride  or  felfifhncfs,  be  difpofed  id 
refill  the  torrent,  to  irritate  the  minds,  or  to  provoke  the  pafliQins 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  to  (lain  the  paffage  from  the  anciehl 
regimen  to  the  new  order  of  things,  let  him  remove  from  out 
frontiers !  He  will  fpare  hiinfclf  remorfe,  and  us  regret.-r-'I 
have  been  informed  of  the  efforts  which  feveral  worthy  msigif* 
trates,  and  a  great  number  of  privileged  citi/.ens,  have  cor/tinueA 
to  make,  fince  my  departure,  to  hailen  our  particular  revolu* 
lion.  Their  names  fhall  be  ever  engraven  on  my  heart;  add  I 
greatly  rejoice,  that  in  a  Ihort  lime  a  perfeft  equality  eflablifhed 
among  us  will  not  permit  them  any  longer  to  fufpeft  that  the 
fentimcnts  I  entertain  for  them  are  in  the  fmalleft  degree  con- 
neded  with  the  hope  of  their  proteftion.  I  am  alfo  infonti^ 
of  the  rapidity  wiih  which  our  fubjeft  ftates,  which,  thank  Hea- 
ven, will  foon  ceafe  to  be  fo,  proceed  in  the  career  of  their  email- 
cipation.  They  are,  as  it  were,  eleflrified.  They  have  ceafed 
to  fear,  or  to  be  the  dupes  of  our  (inert  exhortations.  They  bet 
gin  to  believe  that  the  great  nation  does  not  love  our  ariftocrady^ 
that  its  government  is  not  divided  in  opinion  with  refpc£i  to  us. 

They 
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They  axe  no  longbr  perfuaded  that  a  hundred  thoufand  RufHans 
areoiaFchiog  towards  the  Rhine,  or  that  the  caufe  of  oligarchies 
isihccaufc  of  God;  They  feet  that  they  are  men,  and  recoiled 
that  their  anceflors  and  themfelves  have  done  every  thing  for  us, 
aod  that  we  have  done  nothing  for  them.  They  have  difcovtred  that 
\ky  want  a  guarantee  for  the  future,  and  that  this  guarantee  can 
wlj  be  found  in  the  equality  of  political  rights,  a  conftitutioll 
reftingon  that  bafis,  and^  above  all,  new  eledtons.  Our  fecret 
council  has,  indeed,  written  to  mc,  that  our  fubjed^s  defire  to  re- 
main as  they  are ;  but  I  cannot  eafily  believe  that  men  of  corn- 
moo  feiife,  provided  they  are  free  to  fpeak  wrhat  they  tliink, 
would  ferioufly  manifeft  the  defire  of  remaining  hereditary  fub- 
jcfis,  and  that  in  a  kind  of  fubjeAion  of  which  there  exilts  not 
€vca  any  exaniple  in  the  monarchies  of  Europe.  Belides,  I  have 
TtGcived  addrefles  which  demondrate  the  contrary:  they  remind 
;De  of  the  opinions  which  I  have  always  profcfled,  and  conjure 
mctofeizej  like  a  real  tribune  of  the  people,  the  favourable  op- 
portunities for  emancipating  the  petitioners.  I  have  alfo  been 
conedly  informed  of  the  progrcfs  which  the  minority  of  the 
ma^rates  have  fucceflively  made,  and  which  for  feme  time 
fiemcd  to  be  decifive*  I  have  experienced  from  this  inexpreflible 
joy  i  but  I  learn  with  regret  that  mueh  valuable  time  is  loft  in 
deputations,  commiffians,  and  frivolous  conceflions,  wiihed  to 
be  made  with  principles:  that  a  mental  refervation  prevails;  that 
iKfci  arc  entertained  of  continuing  in  place,  and,  in  a  word, 
that  a  nelv  influence  appears  to  have  arifen  from  the  diet  of 
Atao;  a  diet  which  completely  deceived  the  expeftation  of  every 
-tru&Swifs  as  well  as  foreigners ;  a  diet  which,  during  the  three 
weeks  it  has  been  aflembled,  has  fet  itfelf  againft  every  thing  it 
jNigh  to  have  performed.  Again,  and  for  the  laft  time,  I  fpeak 
to  you  on  the  real  interefts  of  the  country.  I  tell  yon,  that  the 
light  of  fimple  common  fenfe,  the  force  of  circumftances,  the 
iq^neration  of  primitive  ideas,  the  public  and  general  good,  *an 
ififijnite  number  of  political  confiderations,  and  particularly  the 
principles  of  eternal  juftice,  impofe  upon  you  the  duty  of  acqui- 
eicing,  without  delay,  in  the  wifhes  of  your  fubjeSs,  and  in  the 
councils  of  the  magiftrates  and  citizens  who  have  proved  them- 
felves their  defenders.     Declare,  then,  by  a  formal  decree^ 

ill.  That  there  are  no  longer  any  fubje£ls. 

2d.  That  each  village,  burgh,  and  fedlion  of  towns,  fliall 
iMma  primary  aflembly,  and  imthediately  eleft  reprefentatives — 
one  for  each  fifty  pcrfons  who  have  reached-  the  age  of  twenty- 
feor  years. 

Jd.  That  thefe  reprefentatives,  aflembled  at  Bafle,  fliall  form  a 
pnicular  coiiftitution,  to  remain  in  force  until  the  fentiments  of 
tk  other  parts  of  Switzerland  be  known. 


4th.  That  they  fliall  eflablifli,  in  the  mean  time,  fvhile  thi 
conditution  is  preparing^  feme  provifional  committees  for  main 
taining  order,  and  managing  the  prefent  bufmefs;  and,  finally 
that  each  of  you  charge  yourfelves  to  prefent  to  thofe  appointei 
for  the  above  purpofe,  the  adl  of  refignation  of  9II  your  places 
without  any  refervc  whatever. 

I  am  anxious  to  be  before  you  in  this  tranfa£lion.  I  declare 
therefore,  that  I  renounce  every  hereditary  privilege;  that  hence- 
forth I  coniider  our  fubjcdls  as  fellow-cidzens;  and  that  I  ai| 
ready  to  depofit  in  the  hands  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peq!- 
pie  every  power,  authority,  command,  prefidency  for  life,  01 
otherwife,  with  which  I  a^pi  invefled.  The  influence  which  1 
declaration  fo  precife  may  have  in  the  prefent  circumftances, 
will,  perhaps,  fill  up  the  meafure  of  the  complaint  which  thi 
ariftocracy  have  been  accumulating  againft  me  fince  the  i4.th  0I 
July  1789*  expeding  the  great  day  of  their  vengeance.  I  aa 
not  ignorant  of  their  malevolence ;  but  the  more  the  ^riftocracj 
hate  me,  the  more  I  love  myfelf. 

(Signed,  &c.} 


MANIFESTO. 

Our  Union  forms  our  Power. 
Tbe  Citizens  of  the  Country  to  the  Burgeffes  rf  the  Town  ^af-  Bafei 

Citizens,  January  i8,  1798. 

X70U  know  that  the  people  of  the  country  reqi^re  their  li 
^  berty.  It  is  a  right  which  they  derive  from  God  and  nature 
During  an  age,  this  right  has  been  a  flranger  to  the  country  inhst 
bitants  of  the  canton  of  Bafle,  and  we  have  been  obliged  to.  le^ 
main  filent.  We  have  been  compelled  to  bend  our  heads  und^ 
an  ariflocratic  yoke,  whi^ih  the  burgefles  of  the  town  of  Bafli 
have  impofed  upon  us.  How  painful  this  muQ  be  to  #very  tnv 
Swifs!  We  well  know  that  your  pretended  rights  are  fupportcpi 
by  alienations  and  titles.  We  know  that  the  town  of  Bafle  j^urr 
chafed  its  fubje£ls  from  ruined  princes  or  fanatical  piiefis:  biD 
can  you  perfuadc  yourfelves  that  the  rights  of  man  are  alienablej 
You  know  as  well  as  we  do,  that  claims  and  contrads  red  folel] 
on  the  right  of  the  (Ironged,  and  on  the  force  of  arms,  and  thai 
fuch  pretenfions  have  no  reality  but  in  tbe  power  of  maintai^i^ 
them.  Your  rights  are  not  hereditary  :  wre  never  fubfcribed  yofuu 
title-deeds ;  we  never  confented  to  them.  We  cxpeS  that  ow 
demand  will  receive  your  approbation.  You  Vf  ill  not  0]>pQfe  « 
confederation,  which  has  for  its  only  obje£l  the  general  good,  aoi 
v^hich  may  even  extend  the  limits  of  your  civil  liberty.     If.  foci^^ 
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mufifofei  others  mufl  gain.  Such  is  the  fate  of  all  revolutions  ; 
and  none  ought  to  refuife  the  making  of  flight  facrifices  to  procure 
iiDMrtant  advantages.  We  know  the  fecrct  of  revolutions  as 
TOlas  the  force  of  arms:  we  know  the  means  of  propagating 
oor  principles — we  leave  you  to  think  the  reft.  For  ages  it  has 
been  our  only  wjfli  to  defend  onr  country^  at  the  expenfc  of  our 
blood^-be  not  aftonifhed,  then,  that  we  (eek  our  liberty  at  the 
Cun^  price.  Such  is  the  manifefto  which  we  addrefs  to  you,  and 
to  all  the  univerfe.  It  depends  only  on  you  to  favour  the  fuccefs 
of  ourentcrprife.  Reflet  on  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  and  you 
will  be  convinced  that  an  imprudent  refiftance  will  occafion  more 
TioleDt  means  to  be  ufed,  and  excavate  the  abyfs  which  muft  fwal« 
low  iq)  bur  unhappy  commune. 


DtcktrMi^n  ef  the  Swenlgn  Council  of  Bemcy  on  the  31^  January 

1798. 

TI7E  being  aflembled  this  day,  upon  oath,  to  deliberate  upon 
the  meafures  to  be  taken  for  the  fafcty  of  the  country, 
kntperfonally  bound  ourfelvcs  by  a  folemn  oath,  and  have  firmly 
rdblved  to  defend  the  country  at  the  price  of  our  property  and  our 
blood,  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  with  all  our  power  againft  any 
enemy  whatever,  and  to  employ  to  that  end  all  the  means  de- 
pod^t  upon  US)  in  concert  with  our  dear  and  faithful  burghers. 


M^i^  of  thi  Executhe  Dire^ory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred^ 

on  the  gth  Pluviofe  (Feb.  5). 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

THE  Helvetic  oligarchy,  which,  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  revohnion,  has  taken  fo  a6live  a  part  in  all  the  fecret 
BQchinatioiu  againft  liberty,  and  in  all  the  plots  formed  for  the 
'eftrefiion  of  the  French  republic,  has  now  filled  up  the  meafure 
tf  its  crimes  by  violating,  in  the  pcrfons  of  feveral  of  our  brave 
brethren  in  arms,  the  nioft  facred  laws  of  the  right  of  nations. 
The  Executive  Direftory,  in  conformity  with  the  328th  article 
rf  the  conftitution,  rauft  acquaint  you  with  every  thing  that  has 
V&A^  and  with  the  meafnrcs  it  has  taken.  The  people  of  the 
jpt)rt  de  Vaud,  detached  from  Savoy  in  1530,  have  for  a  long 
"w  groaned  under  the  defpotifm  of  the  governments  of  Berne 
*wl  Fribourg.  That  country,  originally  difmembered  from 
'  France,  formed  under  the  Savoifian  government  a  feparate  pro- 
vince, governed  by  the  ftates,  in  concert  with  a  ducal  bailiff, 
^kofc  prerogatives  were  .circumfcribed  by  cbnftitutional  laws. 
Tbcfe  laws,  even  in  1530,  were  dcfpifed  a^  trod  under  foot  by 
Vol.  VII.  R  tUt 
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the  patricians  of  Berne  and  Fribourg.  In  1544:^  the  Duke  of 
Sa¥oy  renounced  all  pretenfions  to  that  country,  but  he  formally 
ftipulated  that  its  conftitution  (hould  be  preferred ;  and  on  the 
a6th  of  April  1565,  the  French  government  conflituted  itfelf 
guarantee  of  this  treaty,  and  confequently  of  the  political  rights 
of  the  Pays  de  Vaud.  It  is  weli  known  with  how  little  delicacy 
the  governments  of  Berne  and  Fribourg  conftantly  violated  the 
fociai  contraft  formed  between  them  and  the  Vaudois,  by  thefc 
new  treaties.  The  Vaudois,  at  different  periodls,  remondrated' 
againft  that  opprcflion  to  which  they  were  vi£kims  ;  but  force  fttr 
a  long  time  impofed  fitence  on  the  multitude,  and  thofe  among 
them  who  difplayed  more  courage  than  the  reft  were  profcribea. 
One  of  thefe  was  the  brave  General  Laharpty  who,  adopted  by 
the  French  republic,  became  one  of  its  moll  intrepid  defenders, 
and  fealed  with  his  blood,  in  the  plains  of  Italy,  the  attachment 
which  he  had  fworn  to  ic.  Liberty,  however,  was  fupportvd  in 
the  Pays  de  Vaud  by  numerous  and  ftrenuous  friends,  who  at 
length  determined  to  claim  the  prote£i-ion  due  to  them  from  the 
republic  in  virtue  of  the  treaties  of  1564  and  1565,  both  as  the 
fubftitute  of  the  ci-dcvant  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  as  replacing^  the 
ancient  French  government.  Scarcely  was  the  report  or  this 
daini  fpread  abroad,  when  malevolence  endeavoured  to  lay  hold 
of  it,  and  to  intinuate  in  a  public  journal,,  that  the  Pays  de 
Vaud,  as  a  reward  for  its  attachment  to  liberty,  was  to  be  die- 
tached  from  Switzerland,  and  incorporated  with  France.  Thefe 
iniinuatiaas,  which  afcribed  to  the  French  republic  view»  of  in- 
vafion  contrary  to  its  good  faith,  had  evidently  no  other  objefi 
than  to  alarm  the  Vaudois  refpefting  the  confequences  of  thoffa 
fteps  which  they  might  take  for  the  recovery  of  their  ancient 
rights.  The  Executive  Direftory  took  the  firfl  opportunhyt 
therefore,  of  proving  the  falfity  of  them  by  a  decree  of  the  ayth 
Frimaire,  which  prohibited  the  journal  that  contained  them,  and 
by  notifying  what  it  had  done  to  all  the  Helvetic  cantons.  On 
the  8th  Nivofe  following,  the  minifler  of  foreign  affairs  gave 
an  account  to  the  Executive  Diredory  of  the  claims  which  had 
been  addreflcd  to  if,  for  re-eftabll(hing  the  Vaudois  in  the  politi- 
cal rights  hitherto  guaranteed  to  them  in  vain  by  the  treaties  of 
1 564  and  1 565  ;  and  the  Dire£lory  the  fame  day  paffed  a  deci:!ee, 
charging  the  minifter  of  the  republic  to  the  Helvetic  cantons,  to 
declare  to  the  governments  of  Berne  and  Fribourg,  that  the  menin 
bers  of  thefc  governments  flioutd  be  perfonally  anfwerable  for  tlte 
individual  fafcty  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Fays.de 
Vaud,  who  (hould  or  might  in  future  addrefs  themfelves  to  this 
French  republic,  to  obtain  by  it  its  mediation  to  be  maintained 
or  reinftated  in  all  their  rights,  according  to  ancient  treaties. 
This  determination  was  the  more  urgent,  fince  the  government 
of  Berne^  as  it  has  iifllf  acknowledged  by  its  anfwer  to  an  oft- 
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fill  lemonftrance  made  to  it  by  the  DiretElory  through  its  diplo- 

mtic  agent,    had  already  ordered  a  levy  of   militia   to  march 

apioft  the  French  troops  airembled  in  fome  places  of  the  de- 

prtment  of  Mont-Terrible,  and  had  even  caufed  to  be  arrciled 

ikdwuticsof  thofe  communes  who  had  rcfufed  to  take  up  arms 

afMoii  the  republic.     The  government  of  Berne  had  even  pro- 

cndesl  farther.     It  had  publicly  enrolled  emigrants,  and  given 

ihelter  to  French  requifitionaries  and  dcferters ;  and  it  did  not 

diiTemble  its  dedgn  of  employing  them  to  fupprefs  by  force  the 

claims  of  the  inliabitants  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  and   to  dirtSt 

them  againft  the  republic.     Thefe  hoftilc  difpofitions  were  a  fuf- 

Ccient  warning  to  the  Direfiory  to   take  proper   precautions. 

Qrdeii  were  given  for  a  divifion  of  the  army  of  Italy,  which  had 

acf[iured  fo  many  laurels  under  General  Maflena,  to  march  on 

its  m  to  France  through  Carouge,  in  order  that  it  might  pro* 

deed  thence  to  the  departments  of  I'Ain,  Jura,  and  Doubs,  for 

Ae  purpofe  of  watching  the  motions  of  the  troops  of  £erne 

and  Fribourg,  and  to  be  always  prepared  to  repel  every  aggref- 

fion.    The  event  juftified  this  precaution  :  on  the  28th  Nivofe 

lafty  the  general  commanding  at  Carouge  was  informed  by  an 

official  difpatch  from  the  committee  of  Nyon,  invefied  with  full 

powers  by  the  council   of  that  town,  that  fourteen  battalions, 

with  the  neceflary  artillery,  were  about  to  fct  out  from  Berne^ 

Sinft  the  country  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud ;  and  that,  over  and 
«,  levies  of  troops  were  privately  ordered  in  all  the  viU 
iag9  on  the  frontiers  of  that  country,  contrary  to  the  pofitivc 
prooife  which  had  been  made  to  that  committee.  Immediately 
after  this  notice,  the  divifion  under  General  Maflfena  arrived. 
Meoard,  general  of  brigade,  who  commanded  in  the  abfence  of 
tbe general  of  divifion,  informed  the  Executive  Directory,  by  a 
difpatch  of  the  8th  Pluviofe,  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  re- 
ip^iDg  the  movements  made  by  the  cantons  of  Berne  and  Fri- 
iKNi/g  to  lilence  the  claims  of  the  Pays  dc  Vaud ;  and  that  Gene- 
Qide  Weifs,  inveftcd  with  full  powers  from  thefe  cantons,  under 
fte  title  of  commander  in  chief  of  the  troops  of  Berne  and 
Fribourg  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  had  eftabliflicd  his  head-quarters 
9t  Yverdun,  and  was  on  the  point  of  committing  hoftilities. 
The  fam^  day  General  Menard,  agreeably  to  the  indrudions 
rtich  he  had  received  from  the  Executive  Diredory,  fent  a  fum-r 
QOQs  to  General  VVcifs  to  draw  off  his  troops,  and  to  leave  to 
tbe  inhabitants  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud  the  free  exercife  of  their 
rights,  claims,  and  applications,  declaririg,  at  the  fame  time, 
that,  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  he  Ihould  be  obliged  to  repel  force  by 
fwce,  to  put  an  end  to  refiilance,  and  to  purfue  the  authors  of 
It*  General  Menard  charged  his  aid-dc-camp.  Citizen  Autier,  to 
^f^  this  fummons  to  General  Weifs,  at  Yverdun,  and  the  aid- 
^aoip  was  accompanied  by  two  hulfars,  whom  the  patriots  of 
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Moudon  thought  proper,  when  they  paflcd  through  that  town,  t( 
reinforce  with  an  efcort  of  two  Vaudois  dragoons.  At  the  dif. 
tancc  of  two  leagues  from  Yverdun,  this  officer  being  in  a  car 
riage,  and  confequently  not  in  a  ftate  of  aggreflion  or  even  o 
defence,  was  fuddenly  attacked  by  a  pod  of  troops  belonging  t< 
Berne.  The  two  huflars  who  attended  him  immediately  fell 
bored  through  with  balls ;  one  of  the  Vaudois  was  wounded 
his  horfe  was  killed  under  him,  and  Citizen  Autier  himfelf  wa: 
V  faved  merely  by  a  kind  of  prodigy.  On  his  return  to  Moudon 
Aid-de-camp  Autier  found  all  the  militia  called  out,  and  unde 
arms.  Being  informed  of  the  attempt  made  againft  him,  the] 
flew  to  his  ailiftance,  and,  with  flambeaux  in  their  hands,  fwor< 
that  they  would  fet  fire  to  the  village  which  had  been  the  theatn 
of  this  horrid  attack.  Citizen  Autier  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavoor 
to  check  their  vengeance,  which  might  have  involved  the  inno 
cent  with  the  guilty  ;  and  fortunately  the  conflagration,  at  firl 
announced  as  already  efieded,  was  not  carried  into  execution 
The  militia  of  Moudon  and  Laufanne  united  themfelVes  todriv 
from  the  village  of  Thieran  the  troops  which  had  been  guilty  o 
the  aflaflination.  General  Menard,  when  informed  of  thcf 
horrid  crimes  which  had  been  committed,  could  not  be  ignoran 
of  the  real  caufe.  The  troops  of  Berne  did  not  challenge  th 
efcort  of  his  aid-de-camp  ;  they  had  not  come  out  for  the  purpol 
of  reconnoitring  ;  they  knew  befldes  that  he  was  to  pafs,  be 
caufe  the  horfcs  had  been  ordered  eight  hours  before.  The  ope: 
intention  of  affaflinating  an  envoy  of  the  French  republic  coul 
not  then  be  doubted.  General  Menard  thought  himfelf  the« 
fore  obliged  to  caufe  his.divifion  to  march,  and  next  moming'i 
entered  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  preceded  by  a  proclamation  to  the  in 
habitants,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed.  The  troops  c 
Berne  and  Fribourg  have  on  their  part  entirely  evacuated  th 
Pays  de  Vaud.  The  Vaudois  militia,  already  very  numerow 
well  organized,  and  commanded  by  able  officers,  are  preparin 
to  purfue  them,  and  it  appears  that  at  this  moment  they  threate 
even  Berne  itfelf.  The  French  troops  have  remained  in  ill 
Pays  de  Vaud. 

Such,  citizens  rcprefentatives,  was  the  ftate  of  things  whc 
the  laft  difpatches  were  fent  off  for  the  Executive  Direftory 
but  we  are  affiired  that  events  have  fince  taken  place  which  ma 
rehder  unneceflary  thofe^hoftile  mealurcs  which  national  honof 
and  the  rights  of  nations  fo  atrocioufly  violated,  might,  withot 
doubt,  require,  on  the  part  of  the  French  republic,  againft  tk 
governments  of  Berne  and  Fribourg.  The  Executive  Diredof 
confiders  it  therefore  to  be  its  duty  to  confine  itfelf  at  prcfcnt  to. 
limple  relation  of  the  above  fa6ts. 

(Signed)  Barras,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Ger 


(    "5    ) 

The  Minijier  of  the  French  Republic  to  the  People  of  Switzerland^ 

^oPluviofe  (Pel.  18). 

THE  patriots  of  the  canton  of  Lucerne  and  of  all  Switzer- 
land will  fee,  by  the  note  of  the  French  miniftcr  to  the  (late  of 
Serne,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  fubjoined,  the  moderation 
rfthf  demands,  and  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  French 
republic.  They  will  be  convinced  of  the  necefliiy  of  caufing  the 
meafiires  therein  pointed  out  to  be  adopted  in  their  refpedive 
camoBS.  Thefe  bafes  once  cflablifhed,  without  which  the  pro- 
nufes  of  governments  are  nothing  but  empty  and  perfidious 
words,  it  becomes  neceffary  immediately  to  enlighten  the  inha- 
bitants^ and  to  give  them  the  mod  convincing  proofs  that  the 
military  difpofitions  of  France  are  only  intended  to  a6l  hoftilcly 
ag^nft  the  fenators  who  oppofe  the  emancipation  of  the  people, 
and  particularly  again(f  thofe  of  the  fenate  of  Berne  \yho  have 
been  piirchafed  by  the  gold  of  England — Declare  that  it  is  falfe, 
that  when  the  government  (hall  be  eflablifhed  on  the  principles 
of  the  French  revolution,  the  latter  power  will  interfere  in 
tbealairs  of  Switzerland — It  will  not,  unlefs  ufurpers  of  the 
Ibvcreignty  of  the  people  endeavour  to  rivet  their  prefent  chains, 
or  to  forge  new  ones.  Finally,  itate  that  all  enlightened  patriots 
'  are  well  perfuaded  of  this;  in  order  that  honefl  and  fimple  men 
■    maiy  be  more  readily  convinced, 

ift.  That  France,    as  is  guaranteed  by   my  correfpondence 
with  the  Helvetic  dates,  entertains  no  plan  of  difmembering  the 
I     country. 

2d.  That  the  prefent  proceedings  have  no  other  obje£l  than 

to  overthrow  a  vicious  and  corrupt  government,  and  to  fubditute 

[     ioitsilead,  one  more  conformable  to  that  of  the  French   and 

Cifalpine  republics,    whofe  exidence,  fafety,    and   tranquillity, 

,     wiHalway:.  be  expofed  fo  long  as  Switzerland  fhall  remain  under 

(be  dtfpotifm   of   a  handful  of  avaricious  magidrates,  without 

fpirit  and  without  honour,  and  always  ready  to  fell  themfclves  to 

the  enemies  of  France,  as  has  evidently  appeared  ever  fince  the 

I     commencement  of  the  French  revohition. 

After  thefe  alFurances,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  refute  the 
I  ftupid  aflfertions  of  the  bailiffs,  and  other  agents,  intercdcd  in  the 
tyranny  which  opprefFes  and  degrades  Switzerland,  either  with 
regard  to  tlie  pretended  plan  for  overthrowing  religion,  or  the 
intention  of  putting  the  inhabitants  in  requifition  to  march 
'funft  England.  As  to  what  concerns  the  particular  crimes  of 
'  which  the  aridocracy  accufe  the  French  beforehand,  fuch  as  af- 
^Sination,  burning  and  pillage,  it  may  be  replied, 

ift.  That  the  French  army  has  not  yet  taken  vengeance  for 
the  aflaflinations  committed  by  the  orders  of  Colonel  Weifs, 
S^eral  of  the  troops  of  Berne,  upon  the  attendants  of  Citizen 
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Autier,  adjutant  and  envoy  from  General  Menard— two  of  hiL-v 
htjflars  being  killed  by  his  fide. 

ad.  That  the  agents  of  the  government  of  Berne  fet  fire  to  ^a 
houfe  at  Aran,  uiider  the  eyes  of  the  minifter  of  France,  i  mi 
cnrder,  by  that  means,  to  facilitate,  by  furprife,  the  entry  (^  't 
their  fatellites  into  the  town,  where,  iiirder  the  pretext  of  extirfc-^ 
gui(hing  the  fire,  they  wilhcd  to  occafion  a  disturbance,  durio, 
^vhich  the  French  miniiler  and  the  patriots  of  Arau  might  hav 
been  murdered. 

3d.  That  the  fame  msgnlficcnt  lords  of  Berne  animate  th^ 
courage  of  their  feeble,  militia  only  by  the  third  of.  pillagei 
may  be  eafily  difcovered  by  the  robberies  they  commit  upon  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  Aran  ;  and    farther,  by  the  difpofi— 
tions  of  the  people  of  the  country,  whom  they  excite  to  fury  by 
the  hope  of  booty. 

I  invite  all  the  friends  of  liberty  and  equality  to  open  the  eyes 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  by  giving  the  greatcft  publicity  to  thia 
note,  and  alfo  to  that  incloling  the  propofitions  addreflfed  by  me 
to  the  flatc  of  Btrnc. 

J.  Mrngaud. 

i 

Hote  addrejfcd  to  the  State  of  Berncj    through  the  Cbantul  of  ti% 
Deputation  at  BaJIe^  Fcbiuary  l^^   ^798* 

THE  minifter  of  the  French  republic,  to  orove  the  good  dif-^ 
pofition  and  integrity  of  his  government,  tranfmits  to  the  ftatc  C»^ 
Berne  a  note,  pointing  out  the  meafures  necelTary  to  be  taken  fi»* 
its  own  fafety  and  that  of  Switzerland     The  French  govern 
ment  will  be  the  Icfs  willing  to  fecede  from  thefe  propofitions, 
they  agree  with  thofe  brought  forward  by  the  ilatc  of  Berne  itfcl 
on  the  3d  February, 

If  the  ftate  of  Berne  be  difpofcd  to  prove  effeftually  that  it  11 
defirous  of  an  order  of  things  founded  on  principles  of  libert 
and  equality,  it  is  ncccflary, 

1.  That  it  (hould  difmifs  its  rncient  magiftrates,  and  fupprcl 
its  fecrct  council  and  council  of  war. 

2.  Until  a  new  form  of  government  (hall  be  organized,  a  pr 
vifipn^l  one,  founded   on   democratic  principles,  and  in   whic 
none  of  the  n[)embcrs  of  the  ancient  government  ihall  be  admit<« 
ted,  dial!  be  eftabliihcd. 

3.  The  liberty  of  the  prefs  (hall  be  immediately  edabliflied* 

4.  All  perfons,  Swifs  or   others,    profecuted  on  account  of 
their  political  opinions,  or  of  their  refufal  to  march  againft  the 
French,  fhall  be  indemnified  ;  and,  beiides  this,  particular  fatif<> 
fadion  fliall  be  made  to  the  citizens  of  the  tQwi>  of  Arau,  for 
the  vexations  they  have  experienced^ 

The 
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Ther  Ffciich  government,  by  thfs  explanarrofii  prove  how 
liirk  difpofed  they  are  to  hoAility  and  aggrandifement.  The 
ibte  of  Berne,  on  its  part^  will,  doubtlefs,  hallen  to  retUSra  a 
ffcedjaod  pofitive  anfwer. 

(Signed)  Mengaud. 


Dedaraiion  of  the  CanUn  of  Lucerne  to  Citizen  Mengaud. 

Ffk  22. 

T  UCERNE,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  Switzerland,  has  ever  been 

^  anxious  for  peace,  and  at  pre  fen  t  entertains  the  fame  fenti- 

neots.    If  the  Diredory  had  any  caufe  of  complaint  againft  the 

nciett  governinents  of  S\^itzeriand,  that  reafon  no  longer  cxiiii^ 

to  authorize   hodilities.     If  then  any  one  canton  were  to  be  at^ 

ttiiedi  i^  attack  would  be  made  on  all  Switzerland^  and  all  Swit'^ 

ydad  wndd  rife  in  arms,  and  would  wage  a  national  war  \  for 

noir every  inhabitant  would  fight  for  his  country,  for  his  porfooal^ 

laietf  and  property,  which  they  confider  as  threatened  uith  m 

ittiQ&  attacK.     France,  by  fucb  a  conduct,  would  alienate  froov 

kr  the  whole  of  Europe.     In  this  conteft  (he  might  reap  a  mili- 

tuj  gjory  which  (he  does  not  want,  but  (he  would  gain  n$  h^nour^ 

Ste  would  have  to  dread  a  coalition  of  public  opinion,  whicb 

oiglit  become  more  dangerous  to  her  than  the  coalition  of  tho 

^samnits  of  Europe  which  (he  has  overcome,  becaufe  then  Ihc 

hadpiblic  opinion  in  her  favour.     France  might  render  Swltzer*- 

land  miferable  for  generations,  and   (he   would  ultimately  gaia 

nothii^  but  (hame,  danger,  and  difader,  both  in  her  own  inte* 

rior,  and  in  the  Cifalpine  and  Katavian  republics. 


^uifiance  of  the  Declaration  of  the  French  General  Menard  to  Coh* 

neldefVeifs'^. 

'T^HAT  if  he  does  not  difband  his  troops,  and  inftantly  dilcon- 
tinue  his  levies,  which  have  no  other  obje<Sl  but  to  reftrain 
te  wiflies  of  the  people,  he  will  regard  their  continuance  as 
^•ft  of  hoftility ;  and  that  in  default  of  a  categorical  and  fa- 
•6ft6iy  anfwer,  he  will  enter,  without  delay,  into  the  Pays  de 
Viud,  to  refcue  it  from  the  civil  war  which  the  enemies  or  hii- 
^ty  would  endeavour  to  foment  there. 


*  The  colonel,  with*  a  view  of  refifting  the  French,  had  retired  w'tli 
*«fcrcc  under  his  command,  to  Yverdurt,  and  attempted  to  rail'e  levies 
OBiORftint  of  tlw  fenate  of  Berne. 


Form 


w^. 
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Form  of  the  Oath  tahn  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Zunch  m  tbi  d^ 

February, 

fwear  to  cftabIKh  for  ourfelves  a  conflitutlon  withott 
the  intervention  of  foreign  powers,  which  fliall  have  fo 
its  bafis  religion  and  virtue,  and  which  fliall  lay  the  foundatioi 
of  liberty  and  equality  upon  the  rights  of  the  Hate  and  of  ciii 
zens,  and  confcqucntly  the  fovercignty  of  the  people,  by  whicl 
fve  jhall  be  able  to  remain  Swifs  confederated  and  independent 
and  which  (hall  guarantee  to  us  the  obfervance  of  the  laws,  th 
fecurity  of  pcrfons  and  properly,  public  and  private. 


Decree  publijhed  on  the  2d  of  March  by  the  Sovereign  Council  of  it 

State  of  Soleure. 

TXTE,  the  avoyer,  great  and  little  councils  and  deputies  of  th 
^^  towns  and  country  of  the  republic  of  Soleure,  make  kno# 
by  thefe  prefects,  that  the  reprefcntatives  of  the  people  afTctri 
Wed  in  our  prcfcnce,  according  to  the  tenour  of  their  inftrudrofti 
have  infifted  that  the  ancient  fornn  of  government  fliould  1) 
maintained  in  all  its  parts ;  neverthelefs,  after  maturely  reflefl 
ing  on  the  circtim (lances  of  the  prefent  criHs,  and  from  patei 
Dal  folicitude  for  the  welfare  and  tranquillity  of  the  (late,  in 
have  come  to  the  refolution  of  effc£ling  fuch  alterations  in  tl 
prefent  form  of  our  government  as  (hall  introduce  an  equality  i 
rights  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  thofe  of  tl 
communes. 

I.  Above  all,  we  have  taken,  in  the  prcfence  of  Almighi 
God,  a  folemn  oath  to  maintain  inviolate  our  holy  religion,  s 
it  has  been  tranfmitted  to  us. by  our  forefathers ;  to  defend  \i{ 
the  riik  of  our  property  and  life,  and  to  live  and  die  faithful  t 
its  principles. 

II.  That  we  will  def^end,  to  the  lad  man,  againd  all  cneml 
whatfoever,  that  precious  jewel  of  liberty  and  indepeiuleni 
which  our  anceftors  purchafed  for  us  with  their  blood  ;  and  tha 
ading  in  the  character  of  free  Swifs,  we  will  never  feparate  ou 
felves  from  the  Helvetic  confederacy ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  ^ 
will  reiigioufly  fulfil  all  the  duties  which  we  have  contrafied 
virtue  of  exifling  alliances. 

III.  We  will  decree  and  ordain,  that  henceforth  e\'ery  cil 
zen  Ihaill  enjoy  the  right  of  being  eligible  to  all  the  offices'' 
government  and  public  adminiilration  ;  and  that  the  di(KnAi( 
which  hitherto  prevailed  among  the  burgeflfes  of  the  commune  • 
this  town  (hall  henceforth  ceafe. 

IV.  We  further  ordain,  that  a  perfeft  equality  fliall  tal 
place  between  the  citizens  of  the  towns  and  country,  in  refpe 
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to  the  govemmeiit  and  the  right  of  reprefentation ;  that,  conte- 
quently,  the  government  (hall  be  in  clofe  union  vfiih  the  people  ; 
and  that  the  burgefles  of  the  commune  of  this  town  and  thofj?  p( 
the  country  communes  (hall  participate  equally  in  the  leglflative 
power,  by  means  of  reprefentativ<es  freely  chofen  by  themfelves. 

V.  That  it  (hall  exclufively  belong  to  the  legiflatiye  power /o 
conftitutedy  to  declare  war,  make  peace,  enter  into  treaties  .oc 
alliances,  enad  laws  civil  or  criminal,  impofe  general  contrilni- 
tiorts,  determine  the  conftitution  and  fprm  of  government,  afid 
to  confer,  or  c6nfirm,  all  appointments  to  public  of&ces. 

VI.  Our  conftitution  will  thus  be  founded  on  the  bafis  of 
equalitVy  and  form  a  democratic  rep^fentation.  A  commiflion 
fpecially  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  in  concert  with  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  towns  and  communes,  will  forthwith  enter 
on  the  taflc  of  digefting  and  perfefting  the  new  conftitution. 

.  VII.  Neverthelcfs,  we  ordain  that,  in  the  interval,  the  go- 
vernment hitherto  eflabliflied  (hall  continue  to  exift  provifion* 
ally ;  that  it  (hall  be  every  where  refpedted,  and  remain  in  forpe 
until  the  formal  accq>tance  and  eftabliihoieBt  of  the  new  con- 
fikution.  Finally^  that  per(bns  and  property,  public  and  pri« 
vale,  that  of  the  ftate  and  of  the  communis,  (Iiall  be  placed 
under  the  protedion  of  the  laws,  declared  inviolable,  ^nd  i)4d 
lacred* 


7#  tbe  High  and  Mighty  Lords,  the  jfvoyer  and  Privy  Council  of 

the  City  and  Republic  of  Berne. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords,  Franckfort,  Nov.  %2dy  1797* 

.A  LTHOUGH  your  Lord(hips  gave  me  no  noti(ication  of  the 
^^  demand  which  the  £xecy|ive  Dire^ory^  France  have  made 
to  you,  relative  to  my  miflion,  I  could  not  be  ignorant  of  what 
was  notorious  throughout  Switzerland,  and  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  communicate  it  to  my  court,  informing  it,  at  the  fatne  time, 
of  the  infulting-manner  in  which  it  was  tranfmitted  to  you. 

The  King  fees,  in  all  this  proceeding,  which  attacks  equally 
the  rights  of  nations  and  your  ancient  dignity  and  iodependepce, 
the  treacherous  intention  of  breaking  the  ties  which  have  at  all 
times  attached  him  to  your  ftates,  and  the  projeA  formed  to  fap 
tlM  verv  foundations  of  the  Helvetic  union. 

Periuaded  of  this  truth,  his  Majefty,  who,  by  fending  his 
minifter  to  Switzerland,  meant  to  give  a  proof  of  his  good*wiU 
and  friendihip  towards  your  ftates,  will  not  permit  the  continua-* 
tion  of  his  refidence  in  your  dominions  to  afford  a  pretext  to  the 
hoftile  projeds  of  a  neighbour,  whofe  ambition  refpe&s  neither 
juftice  nor  the  rights  of  fovereignty,  and  who  are  only  endea- 
vouring to  extend  to  your  happy  countries  a  deftrudlive  fyftem. 

Vo^.  VII.  5  iwxsw 
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from  which,  by  the  afliftande  of  Divine  Providence,  yo 
been  able,  hitherto,  to  proteft  yourfelves.  The  King  \ 
confeqiience,  ordered  his  whole  embafly  to  withdraw  fn 
Helvetic  territory  without  delay. 

In  communicating  this  refolution  to  your  Lordfhips,  thi 

orders  mc  to  aflfure  j6u  that  it  is  dictated  only  by  his  extre 

*  licitude  for  the  prefervation  of  your  tranquillity,  and  tha 

Xrbrdfhips  may  depend  upon  the  continuation  of  the  good-\i 

"friendfhip  which  have  alWays  direded  his  Majefty  in  his 

cbu^fe  with  your  (late. 

I  feize  eagerly  this  opportunhyj  high  and  mighty  Lo 
'  expirfs  my  own  full  fenf<i  of  the  gracious  manner  in  w 
have  been  treated  by  your  Lordfhips,  and  my  regret  at 
no  longerthe  organ  of  tny  fovereign's  fcntiments  to.  you. 

Permit  me,  high  and  mighty  Lords,  to  exprefs  to  yc 
vejnment  in  particular  my  fincere  acknowledgments  for 
goodnefs  you  have  heaped  upon  me  during  my  refidence  ii 
city. 

Wherever  I  may  be,  I  (hall  never  ceafe  praying  for  yoi 
fperity,  and  that,  by  the  adiftance  of  the  Almighty,  your 
mjiy  continue  to  enjoy,  under  your  wife  government,  the 
mable  advantages  you  have  hitherto  been  able  to  give  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Wickh. 


Peacb  and  Safety  to  all  his  Friends. 

AJcngaudf  Conimljfary  of  the  Executive  Dire^ory^  to  the  Inha 
,'    hfall  the  Countries  not  yet  occupied  by  the  French  Republii 
pendencies  upon  the  old B'l/hopric  •/  Bajlcy  on  the  left  Bank 
—  Rhine. 

.    Citizens, 

T^HE  union  of  a  part  of  the  old  principality  of  Pont 
^  equally  decided  the  incorporation  of  your  countries  wi 
Frcifch  republic. 

This  proceeding  of  France  is  that  of  a  free  people, 
tuted  to  the  rights  of  the  government,  agaihft  nature, 
weighs  you  down.  And  in  as  much  as  the  exercife  oi 
rights,  become  ours,  did  not  take  place  fooner,  by  purging 
of  all  that  is  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  man,  it  do 
follow  that  wc  have  forgotten  that  you  are  ftill  in  chains, 
come  to  break  them. 

Happier  than  your  fathers,  whofe  blood  flowed  in  thi 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  different  kinds  of  governir 
Switzerland,  and  which  have  only  bequeathed  yoii,a  buxxi< 
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and  itgniing  exiftence,  you  are  at  length  going  to  enjoy  the 
bfe/Eogs  of  ftovidence,  who  only  created  men  to  make  them 
mcfflbers  of  one  and  the  fame  family. 

You  knew  nothing  but  tithes,  corviesy  &c.  You  had  only 
priedi,  nobles,  and  privileged  perfons :  your  trades,  your  induf- 
tjT,  yoiir  arts,  in  (hort  your  very  fubfiftcnce,  all  bore  the  (lamp 
V  the 'lacerdotal  defpotifm  fo  aexteroufly  combined  with  a  no 
els  odious  tyranny.  Now,  you  are  men :  liberty  and  equality 
rill  no  lotiger  permit  among  you  any  other  diftindiion  than  that 
f  merit,  talents,  and  virtue.  Called  all  indifcriminately  to  the 
elm  of  the  fociety,  in  the  fupport  and  fafety  of  which  you  are 
n  equally  interefted,  your  fubflftence  will,  in  future,  be  fecure, 
begfiuiaries  of  the  French  republic  being  the  property  of  all  its 
InUren.  Your  trade,  encouraged  within,  protected  without, 
nil  00  longer  be  (hackled.  Induftry,  the  arts,  agriculture, 
fin  receive  encouragements  to  be  expedled  only  from  a  nation 
ifiorious,  free,  powerful,  and  generous,  enlightened  on  the  na- 
ive of  rights,  a/id  on  the  manner  of  exercifmg  them. 

Levn  to  appreciate  thefe  advantages,  and  merit  them,  by 
Bmiog  a  deaf  ear  to  the  interefted  and  treacherous  inflnuations 
if  the  evil-minded  and  of  fools,  who  endeavour  to  (ink  the  value 
f  them  in  your  eyes,  and  to  miflead  you. 

We  come  among  you  as  friends.  We  are  your  brothers.  Do 
iotbe afraid  of  any  ill  treatment.  Properties  and  perfons  (hall 
jcprotecled,  as  much  as  the  enemies  of  liberty  (hall  be  made  to 
w.  The  mod  exa£t  and  Arid  difcipline  (hall  be  obferved  by 
"ic warriors,,  who  have  never  had,  nor  ever  will  have,  any  other 
MQiies  than  thofe  of  liberty.  Such  are  the  orders  of  the  Exc- 
ftiiePiredlory. 

Mengaud, 
Commiflloncr  of  the  Executive  Direfiory* 


The  Deputies  of  the  Bcrnefe  People  to  their  Fellow-citizens. 

[THEN,  fome  days  ago,  we  were  called  by  your  meetings  to 
fit  in  the  midft  of  the  government,  you  juftly  hoped  that 
It  advantages  would  rcfult  from  it,  and  that  the  cIo(er  union 
the  citizens  of  the  (late  would  be  the  true  meaps  of  protedl- 
u$  fiiccefsfully  againft  the  dangers  that  were  every  moment 
rea(ing,  and  more  and  more  threatening  our  country.  Your 
c  will  not  be  difappointed,  dear  fellow-citizens  ;  and  though 

0  ihort  a  time  it  has  not  yet  been  pol&ble  for  us  to  remove 

1  fcurs  upon  the  arrangements  without,  we  have,  neverthc- 
,  taken  a  great  ftep  towards  the  triumph  which  we  (hould  de« 
;  %at  is,  by  having  increafed  our  (Irength  by  a  union  moft 
: and  moft  i)ece(rary.     As  a  thoufand  little  (Ireams  running  by 

S  2  them- 
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themfclveSy  and- which,  hf  a  -hippy  inclination,  fall  into  one 
channel,  form  a  powerful  and  majeitic  fiver  ;  fo  are  we  goiog  to 
become  a  (Iriking  and  formidable  mafs,  whofe  courage  and  af* 
furance  of  a  good  caufc  cannot  fail  to  obtain  fuccefs* 

Man  is  defigned  to  improve  his  (late-;  \k  is  one  of  the  great 
bleilings  attached  to  his  nature.  All  the  human  dtfpolkiona 
fhould  make  a  progrcfs  according  to  circumiiances ;  but  the  mod' 
im|{ortant  of  all  is  the  union  of  men  under  laws  and  governmenCy 
vi'hich  we  call  the  ftatc. 

The  edifice  of  our  conftitution,  exifling  for  ages^  its  very  an^^ 
tiqulty  would  be  a  rcfpcdable  teflioiony  in  its  favour,  even  if  wa 
had  not  a  (HU  more  perfefl  proof  in  tEe  general  profperity  which 
the  nation  has  enjoyed  to  the  prefent  time  under  its  ijofluence. 
However,  as  nothing  which  is  the  work  of  roan  can  be  perfcd^ 
our  government,  perhaps,  has  need  of  fome  reforms;  and  thtf 
fathers  of  the  country  have  been  long  occupied  in  tha  nieana  of 
etie£ling  them  without  fhocks  and  without  agitations ;« for  no* 
thing  is  more  dangerous  than  to  touch,  though  ever  fo  flightlyi 
the  conflitutional  law's  of  a  ftate.  It  feemed  therefore  that  the 
prefent  moment  was  not  proper  for  this  great  work,  and  furely  it 
might  have  produced  much  more  valuable  advantages  had  it 
been  poflible  to  delay  it  till  happier  tiroes.  Neverthelefs^  con- 
fpfs  it,  dear  fellow- citizens,  a  ftrong  defire  of  innovation  has 
appeared  on  your  part.  This  wifh  was  that  of  a  fmall  nuDaber^ 
it  is  true  ;  but  it  was  imprudent,  if  it  came  from  yourfelvea  ;  it 
was  incompatible  with  that  noble  pride  which  ought  to  aninnate  a 
free  people,  if  it  was  the  refult  of  a  foreign  inipulfe* 

It  was  to  fatisfy  your  views,,  that,  as  foon  as  we  had  tak^n 
our  places  in  the  aflembiy  of  the  eovernment,  alterations  WM0 
propofed  to  us  which  appeared  ufeful  to  the  general  good  of  the 
country,  and  fuitable  to  circumftances.  We  have  fupported  thofe 
propontions  with  firmnefs,  as  you  cntrufted  to  us  the  care  of 
co-operating  as  we  (hould  judge  necefTary  for  the  fafety  offtle 
country.  '      ♦ 

If  it  be  true  that  our  conftitution  was  hot  exempt  from  abufeSp 
which  human  weaknefs  renders  almofl  infeparable  from  govern- 
ments, how  many  have  already  difappeared  through  the  wifdoni 
and  prudence  of  the  adminiflration  ?  Did  we  not  poflefs,  in  th6 
fulled  extent  it  could  have,  the  fecurity  of  perfons  and  property^ 
the  two  mod  precious  advantages  of  civil  fociety  ?  Can  the  ad« 
miniftration  be  accufcd  of  a  finglc  deviation  from  judice?  Can 
the  members  of  our  government  be  reproached  with  the  lead  in- 
clination that  could  look  like  corruption  ?  Could  the  treafures 
of  the  date  be  adminiflered  with  drifter  refponfibility,  with 
greater  economy  ?  And  if  the  fertility  of  a  parched  and  rocky 
foilf  if  the  profperity  of  a  loyal  nation,  that  has  preferved  the 
ancitnt  purity  ol  its  manners,  be  the  mod  certain  prbofe  of  the 

goodncfs 
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goodncrs  of  itt  govenfment,  is  it  not  yduifelres  who  render  this 
glorious  tefiimony  to  the  fupreme  power  ?  Woe  be  to  you,  if 
ever  joa  can  forget  it ! 

Aod,  furthermore,  the  rights  which  in  future  you  will  cq- 

j(m  have  not  been  demandeil,  but  freely  granted :  for  the  wifli 

of  the  majority  had  not  yet  appeared  among  you.     It  remains 

for  yoQi  dear  fellow-citizensi   to  render  yourfelves  worthy   of 

thefebfeffings.     If  liberty  be  the  greateft  blefling  to  the  people, 

the  bsGs  which  fecures  it  ought  to  be  fo  much  the  more  (acred  ; 

there  is  nothing  great  or  fublime  which  may  not  be  yet  efFeded 

under  its  aufpices ;  but  a  good  conftitutioii  can  only  be  the  eiFc£t 

of  profound  difccrnment,  and  the  rcfuit  of  tranquil  labour,  di- 

n&ei  by  wifdom  and  experience.     If,  on  the  contrary,  it  be 

hanied  by  the  heat  of  the  paflions,  it  is  (liflcd  in  its  birth.     The 

elcfation  of  fuch  an  edifice  is  the   work  of  time,    by   which 

abne  every  thing  is  matured.     To  begin  by  demolifhing  what 

gives  us  a  fure  Inelter,  would  be  to  expofe  oiirfelvcs  naked  to  the 

inoleiice  of  a  temped.    When  a  lowering  (torm  gathers  on  the 

horizoQ,  the  pilot  who  has  a  fenfe   of  his  duty   (lands  more 

ftoDtly  at  the  helm,  but  ftill  keeps  his  fails  fpread^  the  fooner  to 

hring  his  (hip  to  an  anchor. 

-  The  welfare  of  your  country,  dear  brothers,  your  own,  and 
Ait  of  your  children,  is  in  your  hands.  Your  wilhes  are  now 
fifuAed.  All  that  could  be  granted  confiftently  with  the  general 
good,  has  been  granted.  Whoever  at  this  time  (hould  dare  to  re- 
hire more,  could  only  do  fo  from  Mfifh  views,  and  not  for  his 
country ;  his  objeA  could  only  be  to  deftroy,  not  to  preferve  it. 
We  have  but  a  choice  between  two  things :  either  an  entire  obe- 
dience to  the  law  and  fupreme  power,  which  alone  can-  fave 
QV  threatened  (late  ;  or  the  overflow  of  all  the  wild  Jhd  ungo* 
terftabtepaffions,  the  ruin  of  a  flourifliing  country,  the  annihila- 
^tioA  of  public  profperity,  the  havoc  occafioned  by  the  corhip* 
4A1  of  morals ;  in  (hort,  a  view  of  the  moft  frightful  difa(lers 
and  rtiisfortunes  for  us  and  our  generation.  Who  (hould  dare 
to  doubt  our  refolution  ?  Yes,  dear  fellow-citizens  !  you  have 
hcmoured  us  with  your  con(idence ;  you  have  impofed  upon  us 
thetatk,  exceedingly  grateful  to  our  hearts,  of  fupporting  your 
deareft  rights  and  interefts.  It  is  for  you  then,  it  is  in  your 
aame,  it  is  from  the  bottom  of  your  hearts,  that  We  fwear  to  fave 
the  country ;  and  you  cannot  belie  us. 

If  this  ad  of  union,  which  we  this  day  announce  to  you, 
were  dot  enough  to  difarm  all  our  enemies  and  annihilate  their 
defigiis;  if  there  be  one  yet  remaining  who  would  impofe  laws 
tipon  us,  violate  the  fanduary  of  our  liberty,  and,  in  fine,  ren- 
d^  afelefs  the  wife  reforms  we  have  been  ttiaking  in  our  conftitu* 
fi^wi;  then  the  country  will  fummon  her  children  ;  they  will  aflem- 
hlcj  they  will  prefs  round  her  3  and  if  you  (hould  have  the  mlC 
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fortune  to  be  ftfccd  to  fight,  the  'fhorough  knowledge  you  hs 
of  your  caufc  will  fiipport  your  courage,  while  it  enfurcs  yc 
fuccefs.  The  folcmn  alFurancc  of  your  rights  will  be  the  iUi 
ard  round  which  you  will  fbrm  an  impenetrable  wall ;  it  will 
the  banner  you  will  carry  againft  a  powerful  enemy,  who  then 
forth  will  no  longer  be  to  be  feared  by  you :  we  will  place  oi 
felvcs befide you,  and  in  the  iirft  ranks;  it  will  wave,  bleeding 
the  air,  but  we  will  never  defert  it;  wc  will  bring  it  back  w 
us,  or  never  more  return  ourfelves;  and,  if  puflicd  to  extremi 
wc  are  rcfolved  to  die,  but  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  recall  to 
remembrance  of  pofterity  the  glorious  name  of  our  anceftc 
We  will  bury  ourfelves  under  the  ruins  of  our  country,  rati 
than  bow  our  heads  under  an  ignominious  yoke.  We  may  ce 
to  be,  but  our  honour  mull  never  be  annihilated. 
Barney  February  yhy   1798. 


jlddrefs  of  the  Government  and  People  of  B^rne  to   the  Execut 
DireHory  of  the  French  Republic y  dated  Feb.  7, 

Citizens  Direflors, 

THERMIT  the  people  of  Berne,  clofcly  united  to  their  govci 
"*•  ment,  to  lay  bctorc  you,  with  that  franknefs  which  becoo 
them  towards  a  great  nation,  their  fmcere  difpofitions  relative 
their  prefent  (ituation  with  refpe£l  to  the  French  governme 
This  people,  accuftomed  at  all  times  to  recognife  a  well-d 
pofed  neighbour  in  the  French  nation,  to  which,  for  many  c< 
turies,  they  have  given  the  mod  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  ( 
ccred  friendfhip,  could  not  fee,  without  regret,  any  alterati 
in  fo  happy  an  alliance. 

Aniqiated  with  the  moft  fmcere  and  upright  fentiments,  t 
people,  now  united  to  their  government,  regard  it  as  a  m 
iacrcd  duty  to  declare  to  you.  Citizens  Dircflors,  that  tl 
ardently  defire  peace  and  good  neighbourhood,  which  they  hj 
always  endeavoured  to  maintain  ;  and  that,  where  any  diffic 
tics  arife  between  the  French  nation  and  their  own,  they  1 
ready  to  fmooth  and  remove  them,  as  far  as  can  be  eifod 
without  compromifmg  the  independence  of  a  free  people,  w 
are  firmly  rcfolved  to  maintain  and  defend  that  independence 
the  laft  drop  of  their  blood. 

Full  of  confidence  in  the  juftice  of  this  demand  on  the  f 
of  a  people  attached  to  their  liberty,  we  promjfe  ourfelv 
from  your  juftice,  a  prompt  and  fatisfadtory  anfwer  ;  and^  iibt 
cafe,  wc  alfure  ourfelves  that  you  will  withdraw  your.  tfO< 
from  our  frontiers — upon  which  our  people,  who  have  taken 
arms  only  in  their  own  defence,  will  voluntarily  lay  th 
down. 
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We  take  the  liberty.  Citizens  Dirc£lors,  to  renew  our  requed  of 
I  prompt  anfwer ;  and  we  entreat  you  to  rely  on  the  fincerity  oC 
oar  refpedful  devotion  towards  you  and  the  French  nation. 

Citizens  Dircdlors, 

Your  very  aifctSionate, 
The  Government  and  United  People 
OF.  THE  Republic  of  Berne. 


Liter  fnm  General  Schauenhourg^  Commander  in  Chief  ofjhe  Army 
^  Ergutly  to  Citizen  Aitngaud^  Minijltr  from  the  French  Re- 
puilic  to  ibe  Helvetic  Cannons  in  Bafle. 

'  So/cure,   1 1  Ventofe  (March  2). 

T  HASTEN,  citizen  mir^iftcrji  tp  inform  yQu,  that  I  this  raorn- 

^  ing  attacked  aod  took  the  village  of  Longnau.     From  that 

fdice  hither  every  thing  has  been  forced  to  yield  to  the  arms  of  the 

glut  nation.     Eight  pieces  of  ^rtlHqry,  with  ammunition-wag- 

gDQs,  and  opo  prifoncrs,  fell  intoour  liands*     Among  the  pri- 

foaersare  feveral  flafi*  officers.    .;J  fummoncd  Soleurc  about  ten  in 

(Ik  mornings  and  in  half  an  hour  the  gates  were  opened  to  me.     I 

ia?c  the  honour  to  fend  you  a  copy  of  the  fummons.     I  direflly 

hailened  to  fi^t  the  arrciled  patriots  at  liberty,  and  have  taken  every 

'teccllary  meafure  to  make  the  arms  of  pur  brave  warriors  triumph 

through  the  w^hole  canton,  apd  fecure  tlie  empire  of  that  freedom, 

Mich  conftitutes  the  iuppinefs  of  a  people.    I  (hall  have  the  ho* 

*iourto  give  you  an  account  of  every  further  proceeding,  that  you 

^Jay  tradfmit  it  to  the  Direftory.     Health  and  fraternity. 

.  .  .  (Signed)  Schauenbourg. 

P.  S.  The  arfenal  and  the  artillcfy  on  the  walls  arc  in  our 
I^oflTeiEori.  * 


Copj  of  the  Summons  to  the  General  in  Command  at  Soleure. 

General, 

THE  Directory  has  commanded  me  to  take  pofleiTion  of  the 
'^own  of  Soleure ;  adding,  that  if  the  lead  oppofition  is  made^  or 

Ghgle  drop  of  French  blood  fpilt,  the  members  of  the  govern- 
ncnt  of  Soleure  (hall  anfwer  it  with  their  lives  and  property.  In- 
*Drai  the  members  of  your  government  of  the  will  of  the  Direc- 
tory, and  open  your  gates  to  the  republican  troops.  1  give  you 
klf  an  hour  to  rcfolve  in  ;  when  this  has  elapfed^  in  cafe  of  re- 
^iftance,  I  (hall  fire  upon  the  town,  and  put  the  garrifon  to  the 
iword. 

(Signed)  Schauenbourg. 


Lett 


tr 
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Leturji'om  General  Brunei  Commander  in  Cii^ofth^Fnnch  ArOij 

in  Hehctla,  to  the  Execmtive  DireHory. 

Head  garters  at  Bcrngy  17  Veniofe 

Citizens  Dircflors,  (March  7), 

"OERNE  is  fubdued.  It  was  entered  the  day  before  yefterday,  at 
^^  one  in  the  afternoon,  by  the  troops  of  the  republic.  General 
Schauenbourg  preceded  by  about  an  hour  the  cohimn  under  the 
command  of  General  Pigeon,  who  after  gaining  a  (ignal  vidory 
at  Neveneck  on  the  Saufen,  purfued  the  remainder  of  the  fanatic 
bands  of  oligarchy,  even  to  the  gates  of  Berne.  On  the  i  ith  I 
had  made  every  necelTary  difpofition,  and  General  Schauonbouig 
had  received  orders  to  dire£k  his  movement  againft  Berne  by  So- 
lon re.  The  latter  furrcndertd  at  twelve  in  the  forenoon  on  being 
fiimmoned.  The  fame  day  the  environs  of  Fribourg  had  been  6c^ 
cnpicd  at  three  in  the  morning.  The  city  being  fuoimoned,  an 
anfwcr  was  returned  by  the  magiftrates,  that  they  were  difpofed 
to  furrender,  but  that  fome  hours  were  necelTary  in  order  that  the 
evacuation  on  the  part  of  the  Bemefe  and  armed  peafants  might 
be  efTcded  without  diforder.  General  Pigeon  granted  two  hours  \ 
but  foon  after,  the  found  of  the  tocfm  was  heard  in  different  vil- 
lages, and  a  multitude  of  peafants  who  came  to  reinforce  the  gar- 
lifon,  were  fccn  entering  the  town  by  a  gate  oppofite  to  the  points  of 
attack.  A  new  fummons  was  then  fent,  upon  which  fome  of  the 
citizens  and  magiftrates  came  to  fay,  that  they  were  overawed  by 
the  peafants,  and  were  no  longer  free  in  their  deliberations.  The 
republican  foldierSi'fuU  of  ardour,  demanded  with  loud  cries  the 
order  of  an  aflault.  Some  fhells  were  thrown  into  the  city,  and  a 
few  flight  breaches  were  made.  Ten  or  twelve  intrepid  foldien, 
at  the  head  of  whom  was  Citizen  Barbe,  fergeant  of  the  i8th 
denii- brigade,  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  ramparts,  and  threw 
themfelves  into  the  town,  while  others  penetrated  into  a  gate  half 
demollfhed.  The  one  thoufand  five  hundred  Bernefe,  and  four  or 
five  thoufand  Bernefe  who  compofed  the  force  of  Fribourg,  had 
retired  with  precipitation  with  their  cannon  and  arms  iuto  the 
arfenal.  The  cannon  were  taken  during  the  purfuit,  and  a  great 
many  muflcets  were  picked  up  by  the  way  and  in  the  ftreets.  ^  I 
have  made  the  brave  Sergeant  Barbe  a  fub-licutenant.  .  No  excefs 
Jaasbeen  committed;  difcipline  was obfcrvcd  with  as  AiUch  llri£k- 
nefs  as  if  the  city  had  been  taken  only  by  capitulation.  The 
ariitocratic  government  has  been  dcftroyed,  and  replaced  by  a 
provincial  government,  compofed  of  men  chofen  by  the  hanhieYfS^ 
or  feflions.  The  affair  of  Fribourg  coft  the  enemy  more  than 
400  men,  and  a  gteat  number  of  wounded.  I  fent  back  the  pri- 
foners  :  thcTc  unhappy  parfons  wept  for  joy.  To  facilitate  the 
taking  of  Frihonig,  and  fccond  the  operations  under  General 
Pigeon,  1  caufcd  ai:  alaim  to  be  given  at  Morat.     The  Bernefe 

'  evacuated 
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evacoatd  that  town  in  the  evening  of  the  i2tTi :   the  13^  was 
fpcnt  in  obfervation  and  marching.     In  the  evening  of  the' 14th, 
the  column  of  General  Ram  pen  (howed  itfelf  towards  Giimine,  as 
if  about  to  attack  that  famous  paflage,  which  the  enemy  had 
planted  very  ftrongly  with  batteries.  Another  body  made  a  threat- 
ening morement  towards  Laupen.     At  the  fame  time  the  column 
of  Pigeon  attacked  towardsLSaufen  the  paifage  of  Nereneck.     At 
iburia  the  morning  of  the  15th,  this  paifage  was  forced^  and  the 
camp  of  the  enemy  carried,  after  an  afiion  which  lafted  almoft 
fire  hours,   and  in  which  the  enemy  difplayed  the  iitmofl  ob- 
ih'nacy.    On  that  occafon  the  i8th  demi -brigade  of  heavy  in- 
iaotzji  and  the  2d  of  light  infantry,  diilinguifhed  thefnfclves  very 
BUciL    The  enemy  had  more  than  ?oo  men  kitlcd,  and  yxxy 
were  made  prifoners..    We  took/rom  them  fcven  pair  of  colours, 
and  20  pieces  of  cinnon  were  carried  by  the  bayonet.    This  vie- 
toiy  coft  us  a  great  number  of  wounded,  and  fome  killed.  Among 
tklc  is  Citizen  Barbe,    whom  I    had   made  a  fub-lieutenant. 
Tkis  brave  young  man  was  the  firft  who  prefented  himfelf  at  the 
briJg^  of  Neveneckf  where  he  Tvas  cut  in  two  by  a  cannon  ball* 
Fugjsre,  clief  de  brigade ;  Dumoulin,  chef  de  bataillon,  who,  at 
theeatiy  of  Fribourg,  had  his  horfe  killed  under  him  ;  Captains 
Lnierand  Charlat,  Sergeant  Tioche,  and  feveral  others,  diftin* 
gniffied  themfelves  that  day.     The  enemy,  who  by  their  defeat  at 
Ncveneck  had  been  left  uncovered,  retired  with  a  part  of  their 
feicei  to  Gumine,  in-  order  to  defend  Berne.    General  Rampen 
^iih great  ability  took  advantage  of  this  circumitance  :  his  column 
occupedthe  bridge,  and  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  firft  batteries: 
tberrft  were  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  who  were  much  difcou- 
nffd  by  intelligence  being  received  that  Berne  was  in  our  pof- 
fclfion.    The  fugitives  were  (harply  purfued.     The  road  was  co- 
vered with  muflcets,  for  the  mod  part  broken,  cannons,  mortars, 
howitzers,  and  carriages,  in  very  good  condition  :  wc  found  alfo 
a  quantity  of  corn  and  fodder.     During  the  contcft  at  Ncveneck, 
a  lebellion  broke  out  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  near  Yvcrdun.     The 
nkU  were  commanded  by  fome  Bernefe  officers  and  emigrants, 
«ha  had  fcnt  them  two  pieces  of  cannon  by  the  lake  of  Neufchatel. 
Thefc  auxiliaries  of  the  oligarchy  were  beat  by  a  detachment  com- 
pofcd  in  part  of  the  Vaudois  volunteers,    who  took  from  them 
their  two.  pieces  of  cannon.     The  difperfed  miliiia  are  ftill  com- 
mictnig  fome  excefTcs  in  the  country.     The  country  of  Oberland 
Vid  the  environs  of  Arberg  have  afforded  a  retreat  to  the  obRinate, 
who  ftill  talk  of  refiflance.     In  my  opinion,  it  will  be  fufficieiit 
to  fcnJ  a  recinnoitring  party  thither,  to  reduce  them  to  obedi- 
wee.    illuve  not  fcnt  you  any  details  refpcftingthe  operations  of 
Ggieral  Schauenbourg,  as  you  will  find  them  in  the  r^<'''^  which 
be  tranfmitfed  to  you  by  Ruby,  chef  de  brigade.     This  officer 
difKngaifhed  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  89th  domi-brigadc  of 
Vol.  VII.  T  hw^ 
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heavy  infantry.  The  legion  des  Francs j  at  prefent  tb^  14th  Ug 
infantry^  (bowed  alfo,  inSchauenbourg*s  corps,  miMch  ardour  s^ 
intrepidity  in  the  attack  and  purfuit  of  the  Bernefe  militia.  T" 
ftaifs  of  the  armies  of  the  Rhine,  and  of  Italy,  joined  here  ye^ 
day  in  a  civic  repaft.  Among  the  toads  given  were.  The  Exec 
tive  Direfiory,  The  glory  of  republican  armies,  The  Helve 
army,  Deftrudion  to  England,  Peace  to  the  world.  The  fratcrr 
kifs  was  mutually  given  and  received.     Health  and  fraternity.  * 

(Signed)  -         Brunk. 

?•  S.  Citizen  Suchet,  chef  dc  brigade  of  the  18th,  fets  ot 
with  Citizen  Ruby  to  carry  you  twenty-five  pair  of  colours  talci 
at  Fribourg,  Ncveneck,  Gumine,  and  in  the  march  of  Gencri 
Schauenbourg  from  Bienne  to  Berne.  Citizen  Suchet  has  (howr 
in  this  expedition,  zeal,  bravery,  and  talents,  on  which  I  muJD 
bcftow  the  higheft  praifc. 


TT^ 


Official  Letters  to  the  Direiiory.  ' 

Citizens  Directors,       Bicnne,  21  Fentofc  (Mar.  ii),  6th  Tear. 

npHE  Bernefe  have  jud  been  beaten,  and  it  was  themfelva 
^  who  provoked  hoftilities.  At  feven  o*clock  lad  night  an  officei 
came  with  a  parley  to  Adjutant-general  Freflinet,  chief  (A 
the  ftafF  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army  of  Erguel.  He  deliverec 
to  him  a  difpatc{i  from  Colonel  de  Grofs,  commander  in  chief  0 
the  Bernefe  army  at  Niddau,  conceived  in  the  following  terms  • 

**  I  inform  you,  that  unlefs  fome  unforefeen  change  (hould  t^ 
place,  hoftilities  will  commence  this  evening.  Order  there£*^ 
your  fentries,  which  are  within  reach  of  my  cannon  charged  v^' 
grape,  to  retire.  I  do  not  at  all  underdand  this  military  difp^ 
tioii." 

The   Adjutant-general    Freflinet   detained    the    officer,      ^ 
fent  a  difpatch  to  General  Schauenbourg.  In  the  mean  time  9- 
cond  letter  was  received  from  Colonel  de  Gr^fs,  in  which* 
dated  that  he  did  not  mean  to  commence   hodilities :    to      ^ 
General  Freflinet  anfwered: 

«  Sir,  • 
"  Your  officer  yet  waits  the  anfwer  of  the  commander  in  cl"»' 
but  he  will  return  to  you  before  the  hour  you  have  fixed  upor»  ^ 
the  commencement  of  hodilities,  namely,  ten  o'cliKk.  W  t 
that  moment  is  arrived,  you  arc  at  liberty  to  employ  all  y^ 
forces.  Th^  French  republicans  await  you  with  th^t  couX*^i 
which  characterizes  them.'* 

General  Freffinet,  who  had  no  orders  to  commence  an  atta^^ 
formed  a  line  of  battle  before  Bienne^  and  from  Bonfau  by  Nidc^^ 


the  Lake  of  Bienne:    He  remained  upon  the  cicfennve  until 
lefe  poft,  advincing  from  the  villages  fituat^at  the  bottom 
Lake,  commenced  the  attack,  and  had  the  cnwardice  to 
I  furious  charge  upon  a  French  poft  of  four  ifien,  w  fio  were 
neule,  a  lordfiiip  belonging  to  Bienne,  without  embarr.dUng 
Ives  with  the  cuitom  generally  obferved  between  foldiers  at 
nmencement  of  a  war.     The  Adjutant-general  Frcffinct, 
r  informed  of  this  attack,  and  of  the  motions  of  the  enemy, 
the  villages  of  Diefe  and  Orvin,  to  take  them  in  the  rear 
trd  or  Bonjeau :  he  fent  a  reinforcement  to  the  poft  of 
le,  ivhilft  one  company  advanced  from  Bienne  by  Evilard, 
upon  the  enemy's  flank.     This  manoeuvre  had  Complete 
The  French,  inferior  in  numbers,  but  accuftomed  to 
',   gathered  frefli  laurels.     The  Bernefe  at  firft  fought 
,  and  their  arquebufiers  killed  many  of  our  people  ;  but  in 
time,  a(loni(bed  at  the  rapidity  of  our  movements,  they 
\  Jang  f fid  which  enfures  viSory  ;  attacked  fudden  I  y  with 
3net,  au  pas  de  charge  \  they  were  completely  broken,  and 
d  precipitately  down  the  mountain  to  gain  their  boats  :  but 
)urce  they  were  deprived  of  by  the  fire  of  a  platoon  of  the 
renadiers  of  the  38th  demi-brigade,  who  purfued  thetn 
le  heights  to  within  a  very  fhort  diflance  of  the  banks, 
ral  Schauenbourg  this  morning,  at  half  pad  three  o^clock^ 
[  the  poft  of  Lengnau,  and,  after  having  forced  it,  conti* 
;  vi6lorious  march  againft  Soleure.  Theiofs  of  the  enemy 
irft  affair  conflfts  in  four  pieces  of  cannon,  a  great  number 
J,   wounded,  and  prifoners :  among  the  latter  are  three 
officers.     Ours  is  inconfiderable  :  we  have  to  regret  the 
bme  brave  men,  but  tfiey'fell  covered  vrith  glory,  and  we 
1  hopes  of  terminating  iH  a  few  days  the  fcandalous  flrug- 
le  tyrannic  oligarchy  of  ttie  Swifs  Patricians  againft  the  li- 
the defcendants  of  William  Tell.     The  Adjutant-general 
t  contributed  greatly  by  his  aftivity,  \i\%  Jang  froid^  and  hit 
jpofitions^  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  day.     Health  and  refpeS. 

(Signed)  LiOMiN. 


Vw»  General  de  Divijton  Schauenbourg^    to  the  E^cutive 

Dire^ory. 

Berne^  17  Ventoje^  6th  Tear  (March  10,  1798)- 

*ns  Direftors, 

5RMED  you  in  my  laft  difpatch,    dated  from  Sojeure, 

was  going  to  march  againft  Berne  with  a  confiderable  body 

s.     On  the  14th,  after  joining  to  the  main  body  the  five 

M  commanded  by  Adjutant-general  Bonami^  I  extended 

T  2  .    ^t^« 
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the  advanced  gtiard.as  far  asSchahinea,  polled,  the  I6th  dcou* 
brigade  pf  light  infantry  as  an  intcrmefiiatc  body  at  Delterchingeq^ 
and  my  main  body  at  Lhofne.     At  five  in  the  morning  of  ifcf 
X^thy  we  began  our  march,  and  fall  ip  with  the  enemy  in  a  wpofi 
behind  Schahinen,  where  a  fcvere  firing'  tpp):  place  between  th^ 
14th  demi-brigade  of  light  inianiry,  and  tlic  Qci'iiefe  troops,  vihp 
vfCTQ  provided  with  cannon.     I  immediately  ordered  two  pieoetf 
pJF  artillery  and  a  howitzer,  attached  to  the  advanced  van  giiar4»  (0 
^dvanc^  ;  and  after  a  ihort  rdiitaiicc  the  enemy  returned,  i^ 
took  up  a  pofniun  on  the  heights. before  ]['Vaumbrmisr,  yheif 
they  kept  firm.     VVc  were  obliged  to  make  new  dirpofitiu^  fov 
driving  them  from  this  (econd  pontion.     Thgy  theq  r«trcat^,  an4 
formed  themfclvcs  bch'.ud  Uitenien,  -where  they  again  halted ^  ^ 
being  driven  from  this  pod  alfo^  they  retired  in  good  order,  and 
placed  themfelves  between  the  rocks  and  a  large  fir-wood,  whicb 
cover$  the  heights  of  Altmerchingen.     The  highway  from  ^jiJeyiip 
$,0  Berne  form^  a,  defile  which  crollcs  thcfe  heights.     In  this  pod- 
^ion  the  enemy  had  their  right  covered  by  rocks,  and  their  left  by 
woods  and  marfhes.     They  had  t;^ken  the  precaution  to  make 
coniiderahle  abbatis  to  obftruift  the  road,  and  pofted  thepifelvei 
behind  thefe  abbatis,  from  which  they  kept  up  a  brifk  fire*     T|ie 
14th  d.enu-brigade  of  light  infantry,  and  the  ^Q^h  of  the  li;ie,  were 
f  Qiployed  to  carry  this  formidable  pofition  :  (he  adion  coatiniied 
more  than  an  hour.  Ruby,  chef  de  brigade,  who  commanded  ^f 
advanced  guard,  caufed  three  companies  of  the  fecond  battalioa  of 
itifi  89th  to  climb  the  rocks  ;  a  baualion  of  the  14th  denoi-brigid^ 
and  a  demi-battalion  of  the  89th,  pailj:^  the  marihes  to  turn  th^ 
enemy  .on  the  left,  while  the  light  ai;tilierY.  cannooaded  the  bigk 
road.     Thcfe  different  movements..we;re  fo  happily  concer^js  tb^ 
the  enemy,  attacked  on  the  front  and  ofi  the  flanks,   ^er^  fur^ 
rounded  in  a  manner  at  the  famp  moment*     They  Ipil^a  great 
inajny  men,  and  -wci^  completely  rpyted^  abf^ndpning  all  thciszt^ 
tillery :  they  however  rallied  again  on  the  heights  before  fipracf, 
Vifhere  they  gave  us  battle  a  fifth  time.     The  huifars  of  the  7th  aa4 
8th  regiments  charged  vvith  bravery  in  the  face  of  their  cannon  ; 
and  it  is  certain  it  Berne  had  not  then  fent  deputies  to  capitulate, 
all  its  troops  would  have  been  made  prifonersof  war  ;  and  the  adr 
vanced  guard,  cutting  off  their  retreat,  would  have  entered  the 
town  before  the  inhabitants  could  have  had  time  to  Aut  the  gales. 
I  granted  to  Berne  the  fame  capitulation  as  that  granted  to  Soleure* 
We  entered  the  place  at  onp  in  the  afternoon.     I   muft  add  to 
thefe  details,  that  the  advanced  guard  fought  always  at  the  diftance 
of  two  leagues  from  the  main  body,  and  thus  the  infantry  marched 
with  fuch  rapidity,  that  the  cavalry  were  forced  to  follow  theci 
on  a  trot.     I  cannot  give  you  an  exa£l  account  of  the  canaoui  mnd 
carriages  taken.     Wherever  we  found  artiHery  we  took  pofleflioa 
pf  them.     I  reckon  the  number  to  be  about  25  pieces,  of  different 

calibres. 
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tdibrei.  The  Bernefe  in  their  difFcrent  anions  fuftained  con- 
rukrablelofs.  We  have  taken  fcveral  ofScers.  It  is  a  duty  I  owe  to 
tnith  to  fay,  that  it  is  aftoniihing,  that  troops  who  for  two 
hnidred  years  have  not  carried  on  war,  (liould  have  maintained 
T»ilh  great  bravery  five  fucceflive  cornbats,  and  that  they  were 
hudiy  driven  from  one  pofition  when  they  refumed  another.  On 
tk  night  between  the  15th  and  i6th,  the  advanced  guard  of  Ge- 
ii|n)Bmnc  joined  the  troops  under  my  command,  and  the  general 
kiioicif  arrived  at  Berne  in  the  morning:  be  has  atTumed  the  chief 
CDgMPaod  of  the  whole  army.  Ruby,  chef  de  brigade,  an  officer 
flfapHJch  couragp  gs  ability,  will  deliver  to  you,  Citizens  Di- 
K&oih  fixteen  pair  of  colours  taken  from  the  Bernefe.  All  the 
In^fs  behaved  with  their  ufual  bra^ry.  The  general  officers, 
Vid  chiefs  of  the  corps,  whom  I  mentioned  in  my  difpatch  from 
SobtfCf  have  acquired  a  new  title  to  my  praifcs.  Health  an4 
KfytA. 

(Signed)     Schauekbqurg. 

Mead  ^uarUrs  at  SoUnrcy  13  Fentcfe  f  March  7), 

'T*Hfe  commander  in  chief  of  the  troops  of  the  French  republic 
^  in  the  canton  of  Soleure  and  in  Erguel,  having  nothing  more  at 
kvt  than  to  accompliih  the  intentions  of  the  Executive  Diredory, 
tad  to  contribute  with  all  his  power  to  the  fpeedy  re-cftabliflimenl 
of  good  harmony  between  the  French  republic  and  the  canton  of 
^ncure,  which  could  not  have  been  interrupted  but  by  the  pride 
sudperfonal  intereft  of  the  members  of  the  ancient  government  of 
Ae  canton,  appoints  as  members  of  the  provifional  government 
Citizens  ViSor  Obcrlin,  prefident ;  Balthazar  Wallier,  vice- 
prefident ;  Xavicr  Zcltncr,  Pierre  Zcltncr,  ex- chancellor ; 
Nicholas  Glontz,  ex-procurer-»general ;  Bcnoit  Gloutz,  Viftor 
Broipiner,  treafurcr  of  the  feals ;  John  Sciilup  de  Nenmkoflfcn, 
JofcphLuthy,  fccretary-general.  Thcfe  citizens  will  enter  on 
tkirfun£lions,  dating  from  this  day. 

(Signed)  Schauenbourg. 

The  general,  commander  in  chief  of  the  troops  in  the  canton  of 
Sokqie  and  in  Erguel,  orders,  in  conformity  to  the  intentions  of 
the  Executive  DircSory,  as  follows: 

Art.  I.  The  funAions  of  the  fenate  of  the  canton  of  Soleure 
A«U  imniediately  ceafc. 

II.  It  (hall  be  replaced  by  a  provifional  government  of  eleven 
Vttabers. 

III.  The  fundions  of  all  the  bailiffs  and  other  magifirates,  the 
nomination  of  which  belonged  to  the  ancient  fenate,  fhall  ceafe 
slfe,  vnlefs  the  provifional  government  fluU  think  it  neceflary  to 
Ktaifl  any  of  them. 

(Signed)  Schau£NB0urg. 

General 
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General  Bnincy  CGmmandcr  in  Chief  of  the    French   Jrmj 

Helvetia* 
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garters  of  General  Brune^  26tb  Fenu 
(ibib  March). 

GREAT  number  of  citizens  of  the  feydral  cantons  of  HcItc 
tra  having  tefliBeda  defire  to  form  a  republic^  one  and  indi 
vifihle,  democratic  and  reprefentative,  the  territory  of  wMc 
ihoiild  be  compofed  of  the  Paysde  Vaud  and  the  four  Mandemcni 
of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Valais,  of  the  Italian  batlfwicks>  g 
Oberland  and  Geifenuyy  of  the  canton  of  Fribourgy  and  of  tb 
coimtriws  of  Morat  and  Nidau  ;  I  have  taken  the  motives  of  tliei 
-clefire  into  confideration,  and  acknowledge  that  it  is  conforanUi 
fo  the  principles  of  liberty,  as  well  as  to  their  local  interefts  ;  at< 
that  a  republic,  compofed  of  all  the  dcfignated  territories,  wonk 
be  able  to  govern  iifelf  freely  according  to  its  own  laws,  and  en 
joy  the  advantages  of  an  alliance  with  the  French  republic.  I 
is  therefore  decreed  as  follows  2 

.  ift.  The  rf.prefcntatives  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Valais,  oftb< 
Italian  bailiwicks,  of  Oberland  and  GefTenay,  the  canton  o 
Fribourg,  fhall  aliemblc,  without  delay,  in  the  city  of  Laufanoe; 
with  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  for  the  purpofe  01 
giving  their  joint  coufeut  to  the  government  of  the  republic  of  A( 
Khone. 

2d*  There  ihall  be  jiii  this  republic  five  cantons ;  fird,  Lemtfl 
cUdevant  Pays  de  Vaud,  and  the  four  Mandemens,  oT  whic 
Laufanne  is  the  capital  ;  fecondly,  Sarino  and  Broye,  ci-dtv^f 
canton  of  Fribourg,  and  the  countries  of  Morat  and  Nid^u,  thti 
capital  provifionally  Paycrne ;  thirdly,  Oberland,  its  capi^ 
Thun;  fourthly,  Valais,  its  capital  Sion  5  .fifthly,  Tefin,  ^-^ 
v^zM/ Italian  bailiwicks,  its  capital  Locarno.  ..  ■ 

3d.  There  (hall  be  a  legiflative  bod}',  confiding,  of  62  dr£' 
ties,  divided  into  two  coui^cils.  The  fcnate  to  confift  of  :^ 
members,  and  the  grand  council  of  48.  -  Leman  (hall  appoinC  ~^ 
deputies  ^  Sarino  and  Broye  18;  Oberland  12;  Valais  12;^ 
Tcfin  12.  ... 

'    4th.  There  (hall  be  an  executive  direftory,  compofed  of*  ^ 
members.  .        ^ 

5th.  The  legiflative  body  and  the  direAory  fliall  refide  atXe^ 
fanne.  They  Ihall  be  empowered  to  fix,  in  fix  months,  tllf 
place  of  rcfidence  definitively*  V  _ 

6th.  The  legiflative  body  ihall  meet  the  25th  of  March.  Tf^i 
ihall  hold  their  fitting  whenever  25  members  attend  in  the  gii?' 
coimcil,  and  12  in  the  fcnate. 

7  th.  Thp  direftory  (hall  be  put  in  adivity  the  30th  of  Marcl 
The  qualification  that  a  member  (hall  be  cither  married  or' a  W 
dower,  is  not  ncceiTary. 

8tl 
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Sih;  Thtrc  (ball  be  in  every  city,  or  principal  commune,  amii- 
MCfality,  whofe  fub-prefeft  ihall  be  prefident.  The  municipa- 
lities &all  take  care  of  the  property  of  the  communes. 

(|4.  The  conftituted  authorities  ihali  be  maintained  by  the 
piofic  money. 

loth.  The  plan  of  a  conftitution,  adopted  in  the  canton  of 
Leman,  ct-devant  Pays  de  Vaud,  (hall  be  followed  in  every  thing. 
Nleitrtbelefsy  thcjpower  of  arreft  given  to  national  projefls,  (hall 
icrreeiilated  and  limited  by  the  legiflative  body, 

litb.  The  legiflative  body  fliall  put  in  pradice  the  criminalin- 

Ktotioo  of  trial  b}*^  jury-     It  fliall  be  at  liberty  in  two  years  to  re- 

iilecbe  conftitution,  and  to  fubmit  its  alterations  to  the  primary 

ifenblies  for  their  fandion. 

'Coftoms  and  ufages  favourable  to  morals  and  liberty,  religious 

C'  'oDS  and  worlbip,  (hall  be  refpeded.     The  legiflative  body 
give  an. example  of  this  refpcd. 

(Signed)  Brune« 


Xf^fr§m  the  Exfcuthf  Dire^oty  to  the  Council  of  Five  HunebeJ^ 

23^  Ventoje  (March  1 3). 

Ccizens  Iteprefcntatives, 

TOE  Executive  Diredojry  informed  you,  by  their  melTage  of 
the  9th  Pluviofe  lafl,  of  the  aggrcflions  lyhich  the  governments 
'Berne  and  Fribourg  had  committed  againft  the  French  republic, 
of  dte  advantage  which  might  be  derived  from  immediately  re- 
vdE^g  them,  by  caufmg  the  troops  detached  from  the  army  of 
llf  to  enter  the  Pays  de  Voud,  under  the  provifional  command  of 
ijpde-general  Menard. 

You  will  remark,  that  at  the  conclufion  of  this  meflage  the 
kCCUtive  Diredory  then  hoped  that  there  would  be  no  occafion 
rimdertaking  any  more  hoftile  meafures  in  order  to  redrefs  the< 
jury  done  by  the  Swifs  government  to  the  republic  ;  and  indeed 
tiling  was  negleded  by  them  to  perfuade  us  that  they  entertained 
ufic  difpofitions.  Deputations  at  Bafle  to  the  French  minifter  ; 
stations  at  Payerne  to  General  Brune,  commander  in  chief  of 
\  French  troops  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud  ;  amicable  letters  to  Ge- 
ed  Schauenbourg,  who,  under  the  orders  of  General  Brune, 
aipied  the  frontiers  of  the  department  of  Mont  Terrible  with  a 
rps  detached  from  the  army  of  the  Rhine  ;  were  all  employed 

rtrfnade  the  French  government  that  the  Helvetic  oligarchies 
di(covcred  their  errors,   and  felt  the  neceflity  of  repairing 

But  under  thefe  dreadful  appcar:^nces  there  was  concealed  a 
»titd  more  envenomed  than  ever  againft  the  French  republic, 
lus  hatred  was  at-firft  difplayed  againft  all  perfons  who  endea- 
voured 
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voured  to  re-eflablifh  political  equality  irv  Swifserknd.  Hen 
the  uking  and  pillaging  the  town  df  Arauf  theftat  of  the  Helved 
diety  as  a  puniihment  for  the  tree  of  liberty  havin?  been  plafik^ 
there*  HenciD  the  imprifonment  of  the  patriots  of  S(>)eure^  t 
threat  to  burn  the  houfes  of  tjiofe  of  Dorneck,  &c- 

On  the  I  ith  of  this  month  the  maik  ttas  at  laft  pulled  ofl^  lA 
a  difpatch  from  their  (lafF  announced  that  hoftiiitiet  would  toft 
mence  on  their  part  that  day,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  evenings  Til 
French  army  being  attacked,  feized  its  arms.  It' was  thet^td 
of  liberty  againfl  tyranny :  was  it  poilible  that  liberty  (houM  ^o 
trhimph  ? 

On  the  1 2th  General  Schauenbourg',  at  the  head  of  his  corfso 
17,000  men,  after  fome  (kirmiihes  with  advanced  pods,  fddi 
poffeffion  of  the  town  of  Solcure,  where,  attended  by  the  ie 
damation^  of  a  vail  multitude,  he  broke  the  chains  of  the  urtftM 
tunate  men  whom  the  oligarchy  ha<l  held  in  confinement  foTM^A] 
a  month,  and  on  whom  they  had  already  fired  in  the  prifons. 

On  the  14th  he  pufhcd  his  advanced  guard  to  Schainen,  aiM 
brought  the  main  body  of  his  army  to  Lhofne. 
.  On  th&  1 5ih,  at  five  in  the  morning,  the  troops  began  to  maffct 
Five  fucceflive  adlions  difplayed,  on  the  one  part,  the  greate 
courage  infpired  in  the  Berncfc  militia  by  fanaticifm  ;  on  t\ 
other,  the  invincible  fupcriority  of 'French  valour.'  Vifto 
was  every  where  faithful  to  the  ttandard  of  the  republic  ;  and 
the  fame  day,  at  one  in  the  afternoon^  General  Schauenbourg  ^ 
lered  Berne. 

To  thefe  preludes  of  new  hoftilities  were  added  all  the  prep^ 
tions  of  war.  I  n  a  ihort  time,  the  members  of  the  governmdm  ^ 
Berne,  always  Ikilfnl  in  fanaticizing  the  mind  of  the  people,  ^ 
Icfled  under  their  llandard  an  army  of  1^0,000  men,  and  then  iB 
nomeafures  except  fnch  as  were  nccellary  to  conceal  their  per  3 
a  little  longer. 

On  the  7th  of  this  monHi,    vhile  they  were  negotiating 
General  Brune,  they  directed  a  detachment  of  their  forces  a^ 
him,  and  took  poifellion,  by  liirprilV,  ofihc  village  of  Lcyfir^ 
dependency  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud.     This  wasdoubtlefs  fulSciei^ 
determine  General  Brune  to  break  off  the  conferences  ;  but  bte 
more  the  friend  of  peace  than  dcfirous  of  new  laurels,  he  ftiU 
ferded  time  for  conciiiaMon.    The  confcri?nccs  were  cofitinuedv 

Sroduced  no  other  confeqnences  than  en-abling  the  governmcn  ^ 
feme  to  ftrengthen  itfelf  more  and  more,  particularly  in  occu  ; 
ing  the  towns  of  Soleure  and  J'*iibonrg,  the  magiflrates  of  wta 
were  entirely  devoted  to  that  government. 

On  the  following  nii;ht  lie  was  joined  by  the  advanced  gir^ 
of  the  corps  which  ba;l  left  the  Pays  dc  Vand,  under  the  imrJ 
diate  command  ot"  the  general  in  chief,  Brnnc.  His  ma« 
was  alfo  a  fcries  of  viclories,   which  arc  the  more  glorious  tl 

I  tb 
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fere  diiputed  with  fingular  bravery  and  inconcdvable  obfti- 

the  1  ath,  at  the  fame  moment  that  Soleure  opened  its  gates 
Deral  Schauenbourg,  Fribourg  was  carried  by  aflault ;  but 
muft,  however,  praife  the  moderation  of  the  conqueror. 
IS  and  property  were  as  religioufly  refpeded  as  if  the  town 
irrendered  by  capitulation.  Even  the  prifoners  that  had 
iken  were  fet  at  liberty,  and  tears  of  joy  attefted  their  gra- 

the  fame  day,  in  the  evening,  the  Bernefe  evacuated  Morat, 
1  famous  for  the  battle  which  was  gained  there  over  the 
lignons  in  1476,  for  the  manner  in  which  the  bones  of  the 
flied  were  preferved.  A  troj^y  fo  infulting  to  the  French 
could  not  fail  to  be  dedroyed  under  fuch  circumftances. 
n  fsiBt  was  done,  and,  what  is  very  remarkable,  it  was 
Bed  by  the  battalions  of  the  department  of  the  Cote  d'Or, 
very  day  which  was  the  anniverfary  of  the  battle  of  Morat. 
of  liberty  wa^  immediately  planted  in  the  room  of  this  mo- 
Xf  which  the  oligarchies  pointed  out  beforehand  as  dellined 
,  fecond  time  the  tomb  of  the  French. 
the  14th  the  commander  in  chief  caufed  a  column,  under  the 
of  Geiieral  Rampon,  to  advance  towards  the  famous  paflage 
Qine^  which  the  enemy  had  planted  with  batteries.  At  the 
ime  the  column  of  General  Pigeon  attacked  the  paflage  of 
eck,  on  the  Sauflen. 

thr  15th,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  paflage  waa 

and  the  enemy's  camp  carried,   after  an  a£lion  which 

bout  five  hours.    General  H^mpon  alfo  forced  the  paflage  of 

lie  the  troops  were  in  adion  upon  tliefe  two  points,  an  in* 
ion  took  place  in  the  extremity  of  the  Paysde  Vaud,  near 
in.  Some  Bernclb  oflicers  and  emigrants  commanded  the 
who  had  pafled  two  pieces  of  cannon  by  the  lake  of  Neuf- 
Fortunately,  the  general  in  chief  had  taken  proper  mea* 
the  rebels  were  defeated,  and  their  cannon  taken,  by  a  de« 
nt  partly  compofed  of  Vaudefe  volunteers. 
I  is  not  the  only  occafion  on  which  thefe  volunteers  have 
that  they  were  worthy  of  combating  for  the  liberty  of  thei? 
f.  They  diflinguiOicd  themfelyesat  the  taking  of  Fribourg, 
iie  blood  of  many  of  them  flowed. 

Knty-nine  flandards,  a  numerous  artillery,  the  puhiflimenf 
oligarchy,  liberty  reflored  to  Switzerland,  ai>d  the  national 
&crificed — fuch,  citizens  reprefcntatives,  are  the  fruits  of 
U>ries  which  the  aggrefl[ionsof  the  tyrants  of  Helvetia  have 
our  brethren  in  arms  to  obtain  over  them, 
rfevi^ories  are  the  more  aftonifliing,  as  the  French  troops 
iry  where  to  furmount  obflaclcs  prefented  by  pofitionswhvcK 
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nature  (eemcd  to  have  rendered  impregnable,  vhlch  art  had  fc 
tificd^*ith  all  its  refourccs,  and  which  were  defended  by  them< 
formidable  artillery. 

When  the  armies  of  the  republic  have  conquered  the  trop 
which  were  reckoned  the  moft  warlike  of  Europe,  you  will  doufc 
lefs  judge,  citizens  reprefcntatives,  how  tranquil  France  may  I 
as  to  the  ilTue  of  the  coalition  which  the  cabinet  of  *♦*♦*•♦•*• 
fecks  to  renew,  and  for  which  it  employs  ail  that  is  powerful  i 
falfehood,  in  gold,  and  in  fedudion. 

The  triumph  of  the  republic  in  Switzerland  is  the  more  glori 
ous  and  the  more  plcafijig,  that,  while  it  is  a  new  viflory,  and: 
viftory  particularly  obtained  over  England,  which  had  made  thi 
country  the  centre  of  its  intrigues,  it  will  reflore  the  cfiimabl 
people  of  Helvetia  to  their  ori^ial  dignity,  and  deliver  them  lb 
ever  from  the  humiliating  yoke  of  ihe  moft  tyrannic  oligarchy. 

(Signed)  Merlin,  Prefident, 

Lagarde,  Sec*  General. 


Proclamation  of  the  General  in  Chief  of  the ^  French  Army  in  HcheUA 

to  the  Helvetic  Nation* 

Brave  Helvetians,  Head  Quarters  at  Berne,  Juhf  8. 

/^NE  of  the  moft  perfidious  means  wliich  the  enemies  of  our  it 
^^  generation  have  employed  to  fhut  vour  hearts  againft  CM 
fidence  in  us,  and  to  fpread  around  fulpicion  and  anxiety,  lit 
afcribe  to  the  French  republic  the  defign  of  uniting  the  territ&r 
of  the  Helvetic  republic  to  that  of  the  French  republic.  Cowafdf 
w  retches  1  Finding  they  were  unable  to  rcfift  thofe  victorious  arm 
which  broke  afunder  the  chains  of  the  patriots,  and  delivered  tb 
vidlims  of  oligarchy,  they  wiihed  at  leaft  to  avenge  their  difgnKjE 
by  exciting  hatred  and  difguft  againft  a  governnjcnt  which  foncre 
among  you  the  eftabliftiment  ot  an  order  of  things  to  whic^  itw! 
owes  its  force  and  its  luftre — againft  an  army  which  overwhelfflj^ 
anarchy  and  fanaticifm'by  turns,  which,  but  for  its  valour^  woul 
have  converted  Switzerland  into  one  vaft  tomb.    * 

Brave  Helvetians  !  to  you,  who  have  recovered  thofe  rights  i 
which  a  free  conftitution  will  fecure  the  enjoyment — to  you,  wj 
do  not  confound  the  tranfient  crifis  of  a  revolution  with  tl 
bleftings  which  muft  fiicceed  to  it — to  you  it  will  doubtlefs be  fu 
ficient  to  point  out  this  new  ftratagem  of  your  enemies,  toenfi^ci 
defeat,  and  to  turn  its  effeft  againft  its  authors  themfelvcs. 

Is  not  Frande  already  fufficiently  powerful — fufficiently  extCj 
five  ?  Has  ftie  added  to  her  territory  Holland,  and  the  fine  cou 
tries  of  Italy,  which  were  conquered  by  the  force  of  her'ann 
y^re  not  the  Batayian^  Cifalpinc:,  Ligurian,  and  Roman  repubVu 

i^onun^ei 
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tnonuments  of  her  refpeS  for  the  independence  of  nations  and 
the  fovcrcignry  of  every  people  ?  Have  not  yourfelves  received 
theffloft  unequivocal  proofs  of  it  ? 

No!  Switzerland  is  not  dcltined  to  augment  the  number  of  our 
departments.  The  country  of  William  Tell  is  worthy  of  ranking 
among  free  ftates  and  repreftntative  governments:  (he  will  ac- 
complifli  that  fplendid  delliny,  and  fhe  will  find  in  the  French 
icpubiic  a  faithful  ally  and  a  fmcere  friend^  always  ready  to  pro- 

"  her  aga'nfl  all  her  enemies. 

(Signed)  ^    Schauenbouro. 


Fttui  Defportcsy  Comyntjfary  of  the  Government^  to  the  Executive" 

Dire^ory, 

Geneva^  27  Germinal  fjpril  16). 

PENEVA  is  now  happy  ;  its  union  with  the  French  republic 

has  been  unamimoufly  proclaimed  by  the  extraordinary  cotn- 

inilEon,  after  the  fovereign  council  which  had  been  held  in  the 

woraing:   A  folemn  deputation,  preceded  by  a  crowd  of  citizens, 

^made  the  air  refound  with  cries  of  "  Live  the  great  nation ! 

I'ivethe  Executive  DireAory!"  came  to  announce  this  refolution 

to  mc.     I  accepted  in  your  names  the  wilhes  of  the  Gencvefe 

Fcojlc;    The  mod  criminal  and  unparalleled  intrigues  were  made' 

^  of  to  interrupt  the  defigns  of  the  fovereign  council.     The 

'H)(bof  anarchifts  wiflied  to  deftroy  the  hopes  of  the  people,  they* 

lifted  to  prevent  the  prolongation  of  the  powers  of  the  com- 

JoHGbn.     But  the  patriots  of  Geneva  braved  the  vociferations  and 

Pooiards  of  their  tyrants,    and  out  of  3197  voters,  2204  gave 

^ter  fiiffragcs  for  the  prolongation,  and  33  votes  were  declared 

firfl  and  void.     The  commiflion  then  could  no  longer  doubt  of 

%Toicc  of  the  citizens,  and  haflencd  to  fatisfy  their  impatience. 

At  thij  moment  that  committee  is  treating  with  me  in  negotiating 

*  treaty  of  union.    After  the  filling  of  the  fovereign  council  under 

^kcxprcfs  demand  of  the  Genevefe,  I  put  wiihii.  their  walls  an 

^nncd  force  coramadcd  by  General  Gerard,  and  only  confifting  of 

aboot  laoo  men,  merely  fufficient  to  fupprefs  the  fury  of  the 

lirigands  who  threatened  to  deftroy  the  friends  of  the  French. 

The  half  of  this  force  returns  this  morning  to  its  cantonments  at 

Cvrangc  arid  Fcrney,  the  remaining  part  reft  in  barracks  at  Ge- 

'feva.    Siich  is  ^the  wirti  of  the  Genevefe  people,  and  it  is  upon 

^^  promife  of  my  keeping  amongft  thcni  the  conquerors  of  the 

wiine,  that  the  friends  of  France  have  mounted  the  tri-colourc4 

cockade.     I  will  not  fpeak  to  you,  citizens  direftors,  of  the  en- 

^ufiafm  with  which  our  brave  defeuders  were  received  by  their 

WW  fellow-citizens  ;    all  their  wants  were  anticipated ;    there 

**«  a  general  emulation  to  afford  them  every  fpecics  of  accom- 

U  2  mod^uotv\ 
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fflodation  ;  nothing  was  heard  on  any  fide  but  fongs  which  foundi 
the  praifes  of  the  French  heroes ;  every  heart  fcemed  to  be  uniti 
in  the  bonds  of  fraternity!  So  flattering  a  reception,  fo  retf's 
attachment,  (hould  prove  to  you,  citizens  dire6l9rs,  how  mm 
the  twig  of  Geneva  figures  in  the  fafces  of  the  great  republic; 
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Proclamation  of  the  Sardinian  Infurgents. 

ITALY,  my  friends,  Italy  hcrfelf  depends  upon  you  for  h 
^  freedom ;  (he  expeds  at  your  hands  the  ueceflary  increafe 
powerwhich  is  to  recall  her  to  her  original  greatnefs,  and  to  rem! 
her  worthy  of  that  exalted  deftiny  which  the  great  nation,  the  d 
livering  nation,  referves  for  her — the  genius  of  the  heroes  of  c 
hovers  over  Italy,  and  their  blood  flows  in  the  veins  of  all  tr 
Italians. 

Choofe  then  between  glory  and  infamy.  Glory  confifts  in  brii 
free,  infamy  confids  in  being  enllaved.  Will  you  prefer  the  fiS 
tious  friendihip  of  a  tyrant  to  the  friendfhip  of  your  countr] 
Refle£l  that  her  vengeance  is  terrible !  Think  of  your  wives,  yo 
fathers,  your  children  !  No,  fly  into  our  arms,  fly — our  arms  a 
open  to  embrace  you,  our  hearts  pant  to  receive  you. 
>  And  you,  ye  warlike  inhabitants  of  the  cloudy  fummits  oft 
frozen  Alps,  you  whom  an  infamous  oligarchy  has  long  condemn 
to  the  humiliating  trade  of  being  executioners  for  tyrants,  are 
ftill  ignorant  that  your  country  is  free — that  Switzerland,  yo 
native  country,  is  delivered,  and  recalls  you  into  her  bofom  ?  Wfa 
people  wiAl  condefcend  to  look  on  you,  what  nations  will  be  at 
to  refpe£l  you,  what  country  will  be  inclined  to  fupport  you, 
when  become  freemen,  you  itill  fubmit  to  be  the  voluntary  fateUil 
xnd  the  mercenary  foldicrs  of  kings  ? 


Order  of  the  Executive  Dire^ory  of  the  French  Republic  in  cbm 
quence  f>f  the  Refufalaf  the  Council  of  Elders  of  the  Cijalpint  k 
public^  on  the  \yb  Marchj  1798,  to  accede  to  the  Treaty  §f  A 
liance  and  Commerce  between  the  French  and  Clfalpine  Republies 

^HE  .Dire6lory,  confidering  that  their  refufal  is  the  eflfcA 
A  the  manoeuvres  of  the  enemies  of  the  two  countries,  and  tf 
It  gives  the  French  republic  a  title  to  refume  all  thofe  rights  wlii 
it  was  before  witling  to  wave,  have  ordered— Firft,  that  a  copt 
button  fhall  be  raifed  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  maintaining  t 
troops  of  the  French  republic  in  Italy ;  and  fecond,  that  twent 
one  citizens,  named  by  the  commander  in  chief,  members  of  t 
council  of  elders  of  the  Cifatpine  republic,  (hall  be  (iiperfed 
and  arrefled. 

Prbc 
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Prickmtiou  of  General  Berthier  to  the  People  of  the  Clfalpinc 

RepuHlcy  iZtb  Mar  eh. 

A  TREATY  of  alliance  with  the  French  republic  can  alone 

^  fecure  your  liberty,  and  therefore  it  will  be  the  death-blow 

to  tyranny. 

A  great  plot  has  been  formed  againd  your  happinefs — an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  deftroy  the  difcipline  of  the  French  army,  and 
to  excite  diilurbances  in  your  departments.  Joiirnalifts  have  been 
paid  to  miilead  you,  and  to  infult  the  French  nation  and  you  :  (he 
is  not  infulted-  with  impunity.  Thefe  counter- revolution! fts 
wiAed  to  aflaflinate  Frenchmen  and  Cifalpins. 

A  deputy  of  the  council  of  elders  (but  I  fay  it  with  pleafure, 
not  a  native  of  the  Cifalpine  territoiy )  formed  a  plot  to  deliver 
up  Mantua  to  the  enemies  of  the  Cifalpine  republic — Traitors, 
paid  by  the  princes  who  furround  you,  are  perhaps  concealed  iu 
iofiie  of  the  mod  refpc£lable  poils  in  your  government :  other 
neni  whofe  intentions  ought  to  be  pure,  fcrve  your  enemies 
without  intention,  cither  by  a  falfe  enthufiafm,  or  through  iguo- 
raooe.  Cifalpine  people !  can  you  forget  that  you  owe  your  li- 
bertj  to  the  blood  of  Frenchmen,  which  has  moiilencd  your 
craotry,  and  to  the  facriAccs  of  that  great  country  which  is  the 
admiration  of  the  univerfe  r 

Yes,  the  French  are  your  friends ;  they  always  will  be  fo,  and 
incomplete  the  work  they  have  begun. 

^  la  the  orders  which  I  have  given  for  the  punifhment  of  fome 
npodcnt  and  counter-revolutionary  journalifts,  in  the  accufation 
"Wmdi  I  have  demanded  againd  a  reprefcntative  of  the  people 
"^isa  traitor  to  his  country  and  the  French  army,  I  have  re- 
fcdcd  the  principles  of  liberty  which  we  have  given  you  wbeo 
^ might  have  employed  military  force.  Cifalpine  people!  be 
calm  and  tranquil ;  let  thofe  alone  create  diilurbances  who  wiih 
to  plunge  the  country  in  the  horrors  of  anarchy,  and  to  deftroy 
jour  liberty.  May  the  mo(t  intimate  friendfhip  fubfiil  between 
^  French  republic  and  you  ! 

As  for  me,  I  have  never  ceafed  to  give  the  (Irongeft  proofs  of 
tof  attachment  to  your  country.  1  would  lay  down  my  life  to 
^cure  your  happinefs  and  liberty  ;  but  I  declare,  that  I  will  ufc 
^itb  firmnefs  and  courage  the  authority  which  is  entnided  to  me, 
*  order  to  fecure  refpeft  for  the  French  republic,  your  liberty 
^happinefs,  and  to  preferve  your  places  from  treafon  and  the 
attacks  of  your  enemies. 

Ani  tf  tbi  Oath  ordered  to  be  taken  by  the  Swi/s  rejid^nt  in  RuJJia^ 

\i*B*  do  declare  by  the  prcfent  oath,   before  the  Almighty 

f  God,  and  upon  his  holy  gofpe),  that  I  have  never  acceded,  ia 

^iU  0{  ia  deed|  to  the  wicked  and  revolutionary  principles  which 


prevail  in  France,  and  which  at  prefeht*  are  propagated  thi 
other  countries,  particulariy  through  SA*^it Zetland;  that  I  ho! 
government  there  cftablifhed  to  be  illegal ;  that  I  am  conv 
in  my  confcicnce  of  the  fanflity  of  the  Chriftiatt  religion  as 
fcired  by  my  anccflors,  and  of  the  duty  I  am  bounden  under 
faithful  and  obedient  to  the  ancient  form  of  govcrnnient. 

I  accordingly  do  promife  and  bind  myfclf,  under  the  grs 
prcHcdtion  of  his  Majefty  the  Etnperor,  &c.  of  all  the  Ri 
to  comport  myfelf  in  his  dominions  agreeably  to  the  prjncip 
the  Chriftian  religion,  in  wrhich  I  was  bom  ;  to  pay  the 
pundual  and  rigorous  obedience  to  the  laws  and  adminifti 
e/labliihed  by  his  Majefty;  and,  in  ihort,  to  bre»k  otF  all  < 
fpondencc  with  ^hcm,  until,  after  the're-eftabliftimcnt  of 
o^der  in  Switzerland,  I  fhall  have  obtained  that  permiilion 
his  Majefty. 

In  cafe  of  prevarication,  I  rcfign  myfelf  to  all  the  rigr 
the  laws  of  this  fublunary  life,  as  alfo  to  God's  laft  }udgn 
and,  as  a  confumniation  and  feal  of  the  prefent  oath,  I  ki 
words  and  the  crofs  of  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.  So  be 


7he  ATin'iJier  of  the  War  and  Marine  Department  of  the  Lig 
ReptSlk  to  the  Minijler for  Foreign  Affairs  and  ofjufttcc^yun 

nPHE  miniflct'of  war  and  marine,  in  anfwer  to  the  n< 
"T  this  day  from  the  minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  by  Whi< 
charged  him,  in  the  name  of  the  Direftory,  to  write  the*p 
circular  letters,  to  the  end  that  the  law,  ordained  the  ii 
September  1796,  of  the  former  government,  which  pref< 
that  the  ports  of  the  republic  (hoald  remain  ftiut  againft  all  E 
veflels,  ihould  be  fully  carried  into  efFe£l,  has  the  honour 
form  hini,  that  ports  are  not  to  be  ihut  up  by  letters,  but  fe 
by  bombs  and  .red-hot  bullets  ;  that  to  efFeft  this,  there  m< 
well  ported  batteries,  cannon  and  mortars  properly  appoi 
brave  and  fpirited  foldiers  to  ferve  th^m  as  circumftances  tns 
quire.;  that  batteries,  ammunition-carts,  and  every  article  i 
fary  for  thisr  purpofe,  are  not  to  be  procured  by  mere  woi^Is 
by  money ;  that  courage  and  difcipline  are  not  promoted  n( 
tained  by  a  disorganization  of  the  armed  force,  fuch  as  is  di< 
by  the  unconftitutional  law  of  the  i8th  and  19th  current,  1 
carries  into  efFedl  that  of  the  i6th  of  May,  and  the  fubfe 
decree  of  the  Executive  Direflory  of  the  19th,  which 
fcribes  to  me  its  being  carried  into  execution ;  neither  ix 
ftiniSmg  every  road  to  preferment  to  the  perfon  who  has  gai 
b^  his  blood,  at  a  moment  too' when  the  moft  vile  betrayers  6f 
cotintry  are  feen  to  be  declared  innocent.  The  Oiiniiler  ol 
informs  you  that,  in  order  to  its  being  defenfive  and  offfe; 


hemuR  have  men  and  money.     Every  one  U  acquainted  vvith  thcf 
ilateof  our  arfeoal  and  forafications.     Health  and  t'ratcrnity. 

(Signed)  Yrl^evhci. 


JNSrVER. 

Citizen  Minifter, 

I  HOPE,,  that  wiih  an  honed  fatisfailion  you  will  penife  a 
republican  reply  to  your  Icitcr,  read  over  by  me  on  the  evening  of 
the  2ift  inft.     Jn  good  truth  I  do  not  comprehend,  that  becaufe 
tlic  refolutions  of  the  Executive  Diredlory  have  been  communi- 
cated to  you  through  the  channel  of  the  miniller  of  external  rela- 
tioDS,  you  fliould  apply  to  him  as  a  more  ready  and  immediate 
coiDiDUhication  with  the  Dircdlory.     Every  honcft  citizen  is  of 
<)pioion  with   you,    that  fea-ports  are  fecured  by  batteries  well 
placed,  with  cannon  aud  mortars  properly  appointed,  with  bombs, 
fcd'hot  balls,  &c.  and  that  money  is  neceflary  to  carry  this  into 
cffeA.    But  you  will  agree  with  the  honeil  citizens,  that  the  na- 
tiooalcheft  is  opprelFed  by  the  expenfes  occafioned  by  the  war  juft 
Unnioated ;  that  its  refources  are  exhauded,  and  the  finances, 
fairicularly  in  this  dillridl,  diforganizcd.     1  he  honed  citizens 
^^  with  you,  that  circumftances  imperioufly  dennand  the  moil 
<$caciou$  meafures  of  defence ;  but,  with  them,  you,  who  are 
^  honed  man,  will  allow  that  it  was  neceffary  to  fecure  the  Li* 
pvasL  territory  from  an  hodile  attack,  previouily  to  the  embark- 
ing in  an  offenfive  war.     You  will  agree,  that  it  was  neccflary 
(oexamine  whether  the  Ligurian  territory  could  fupply  the  meatus 
rf obtaining  it,  and  whether  our  republicans  were  fufficiently  in- 
ftniQed  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  in  military  evolutions,  to  facp 
'ttttalions  long  fince  difciplined,  and  accu domed  to  military  opc- 
twioDS.     You  will  allow,  that,  under  thefe  circumdances,  the 
l*w  which  fufpends  the  further  affemblage  of  troops,  was  a  juft 
"Kafurc  of  necel^ry  economy.     You  will  allow,  that  the  law  of 
M  iQth  current  was  a  prudent  and  neccflary  precaution,  which 
K  flamed  with  a  view  of  organizing  a  provifional  guard  to  the 
kgiflativebody,  in  order  to  prote^  them  from  certain  threats  and 
'purmtirings  of  the  fpurious  children  of  the  country,  who  fome- 
timcshavc  been  heard  in  circles  about  the  place  of  aifcmbly,  en* 
^■Kvrouring  to  wreft  ftom  it  laws  in  connterpoife  for  the  public 
^dfare.     You  will  agree,  that  a  law  fufpcnding  military  pro- 
QMKion  does  not  (top  up  the  road,  but  is  only  a  Ihort  delay  in  it, 
fupefted  by  neceflary  precaution,  in  order  to  examine  who  has 
juftly  deferved  it.     The  military  commiflion  now  elected  will 
J<^nt  out  the  traitors  of  the  country.     You  will  allow,  that  a 
inoQientary  ebullition  has  dilated  the  tenour  of  your  letter  ;  but 
^  Weft  citizen  can  be  induced  to  believe  that  you  will  give 
V^  afleot^  upon  rcfledion^  to  its  appearing  in  print.    It  might 
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be  the  part  of  a  newsTWriter,  or  other  private  fcribbler,  but  fu 
not  of  a  public  funQionary,  to  publifti  fentiments  calculate 
create  in  the  public  mind  a  want  of  efteem  and  refpcS  foi 
kgtflative  body.  You  will  allow,  that  difunion  among  the 
verning  powers  induces  a  fpirit  of  party,  and  paves  the  wa 
total  ruin.  You  will  finally  agree,  that  the  obfervations  of  } 
fellow-ciiizen  are  jult— are  upright.  He  fincerely,  in  the  ful 
of  bis  hearty  wi(hes«you  health,  fraternity,  and  cohfic^eration 

(Signed)  Massoni 


Subfiance  of  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  tht^  Prejiden 
the  United  Stately  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  (Jfficcrs  of  bis  Catl 
Afajf/fyf  in  relation  to  the  Pofis  occupied  by  his  Troops  within 
JLimits  of  the  United  Slata, 

T  TPON  a  view  qF  the  whole  correfpondence  now  and  be! 
^  fubmitied  to  the  Prefident,  it  appears,  that  the  governor 
his  Catholic  Majefly  on  the  Miflifippi  have,  on  various  pretend 
poftponed  the  running  the  boundary  line,  and  the  withdrawinj 
his  troops  from  the  polls  they  occupied  within  the  territory  of 
United  States :  that  after  repeated  overtures,  promifes,  and 
pearances  of  commencing  the  execution  of  the  treaty  between 
two  nations,  in  both  thefe  rcfpe£ls  their  condudl  deraonftra 
that  for  an  indefinite  period  they  mean  to  avoid  doing  either :  1 
there  is  but  too  much  reafon  to  believe  Mr.Ellicoti's  fupicions  \ 
founded,  that  an  undue  influence  has  been  exercifcd  over  the 
dians  by  the  officers  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  to  prepare  them 
a  rupture  with  the  United  States  :  thefe  fufpicions  correfpond  v 
ether  intelligence  recently  received  by  the  fecretary  at  war,  ; 
by  mfc — mine  is  by  a  private  letter  from  Colonel  Sargent,  the 
cretai^y  of  the  territory  north-weft  of  the  river  Ohio,  of  wl 
an  extraft.is  annexed. 

Whether  this  plan  of  exciting  the  Indians  to  direft  hoftili 
againfl  the  United  States  has  been  contemplated  and  promoted 
any  of  our  own  citizens,  it  may  be  difficult  to  fay  ;  but  that  • 
or  more  of  thofc  citizens  have  propofed  and  taken  meafures 
detach  the  fouthern  Indians  from  the  intcrelts  of  the  Uni 
States,  and  to  deftroy  the  influence  of  the  public  agents  over  th 
nations,  and  thus  to  defeat  the  great  objects  of  their  appoi 
mcnts,  the  chief  of  which  is  to  preferve  peace,  is  certain.  1 
evidence  of  this  important  fad  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the 
cretary  at  war.  That  evidence  having  a  reference  to  the  Bri' 
minifter,  and  his  government,  I  took  the  liberty  of  addreflinj 
him  a  letter,  dated  the  ift  inff.  to  which  I  received  theanfwc 

As  clofely  connected  with  this  bufinefs,  I  lay  before  you 
copy  of  my  letter,  dated  the  27th  of  April  laft,  to  Charles  Ja 
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ToB,  Efq.  the  di({ri£t  attorney  for  Georgia,  reciting  a  paflage  in  a 
Idter  from  the  Spanifh  miniiler,  dated  the  21ft  of  April,  de- 
cbrioghis  pofitive  knowledge,  that  the  Knglifh  had  made  pro- 
poTidoos  to  General  Clarke  of  Georgia,  to  obtain  his  influence  in 
that  fiate,  in  conjun£lion  with  fome  perfons  who  might  make  a 
diidioii  or  ferious  attack  againft  Florida.  By  Mr.  Jackfon's 
aDTwtr,  from  which  an  extrad  is  herewith  prefented,  it  appears 
that,  ifter  diligent  inquiry,  he  could  not  find  any  perfon  that  knew 
aoytking  of  the  bufinefs,  or  that  entertained  a  belief  of  the  kind ; 
aodtbt,  from  General  Clarke's  known  violent  antipathy  to  the 
Engliih,  and  other  circumftances,  he  doubted  the  truth  altogether. 
On  the  30th  lilt.  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Pinckney, 
Add  the  9th  of  May,  which  contains  the  late  intelligence  from 
him,  and  feems  proper  to  accompany  the  other  papers  now  laid 
Wore  you.  His  letter^  therein  referred  to,  has  not  yet  come  to 
bid. 


IftUf  t$  Timothy  Picker ingy  Efq.  Secretary  of  State^  from  the 
Qtvalier  de  frujo,  Mimflcr  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Catholic 
Mtjefyy  iic. 

Sir, 

YOUR  additional  report  to  the  Prefidcnt  of  the  United  States 
^^  proceedings  of  the  officers  of  the  King  of  Spain,  in  relation 
^Ae  polls  and  the  running  of  the  boundary  line,  which  I  find 
pAlilhed  in  all  the  newfpapers,  obliges  me  to  trouble  you  with 
fUs letter.  If  your  difcuflion  of  fa6ts  has  been  as  correal  and 
loipirtial  as  there  was  reafon  to  expefi,  I  Ihould  not  have  been 
*^the  neccffity  of  undertaking  this  taik  ;  but  the  con(lru£tion 
7^  are  pleafed  to  pnt  upon  every  a£t  of  the  Spanifh  officers  in 
pBeral,  and  cfpecially  upon  thofc  in  which  I  am  perfonally  con-> 
canted,  compels  me  to  obferve  upon  feverai  exprcffions  which  I 
*ftvc  noticed  in  your  faid  report. 

You  begin.  Sir,  with  faying,  '^  that  although  I  had  declared 
'bdjuft  reafons  for  fufpeding  an  expedition  from  Canada  was 
F^cparing  by  the  Britilh  againft  the  upper  parts  of  Louifiana,  yet 
*  >>CTCf  had  mentioned  a  lingle  fa<^  or  reafon  on  which  my  fuf- 
P*i(m  was  founded."  In  my  letter' of  the  2d  of  March  I  pointed 
^tto  you  the  probable  route  which  the  expe<lition  would  take; 
^  in  our  conference  of  the  27th  of  February  I  gave  you  in- 
^[tJUtion  that  a  corps  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  men  had  been 
'Mfcdat  Montreal,  and  marched  towards  the  lakes,'  where,  after 
the  evacuation  of  the  American  forts,  there  was  no  oftenfible  ob- 
J«&for  them.  I  alfo  told  you,  that  I  knew  that  the  Britifh  agents 
'^treated  with  fome' of  the  Indian  nations  in  that  country,  con- 
cerning the  intended  expedition  \  and  I  added,  that  I  had  received 
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Jthoh  advjces  from  a.pcrfon  who  might  be  depended  on,  whol 
fcen  thofe  new  levies  paflSng  through  Johnftown,  on  their  way 
the  wedward.     But,  even  ruppofing  that  I  had  not  entered  ii 
any  particulars,  even  fuppoHng  that  my  information  at  that 
riod  was  not  complete,  yet  did  not  the  intcrcft  and  dignity  of  I 
government — did  not  its  friendly  connexion  with  Spain,  reqi 
that  it  fliould  have  taken  every  proper  means  to  prevent  the  attcn 
.i^e  were  threatened  with,  by  giving  fuitable  orders  to  Gene 
Wilkinfon,  or  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  military  force 
thofe  frontiers?  Theabfolute  filcnce  in  this  particular  of  the 
cuments  which  accompany  the  report  of  the  fecretary.of  war,  y 
never  having  communicated  to  me  any  determinate  difpofition 
this  point,  as  you  do  in  your  anfwer  to  my  letter,  which  itk 
publication  is  marked  No.  7,  afford  me  fuificieut  grounds  to  i 
that  thefe  precautions  were  omitted. — You  add.  Sir,  with  a  dcg 
of  candour  difficult  to  be  conceived,  that  from  my  not  hav 
given  to  you  detailed  information  refpeSing  the  expedition,  s 
from  the  anfwer  which  you  received  on  the  19th  ultimo  from 
Britiih  minifter,   you  believed  my  fufpicions  to  be  groundlefs. 
it  poUible,  that  anyone  will  candidly  imagine,  that  if  the  Engl 
intended  to  violate  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  in  ordei 
efFeft  a  coup  dc  main,  they  would  be  as  ingenuous  in  aiifweri 
as  you  were  in  afking  their  minifters  the  queftion  ? 

I  (hall  not  enter  into  all  the  obfervations  which  fugged  th^ 
felves  to.my  mind,  from  your  having  communicated  to  Mr.  Lif 
the  contents  of  my  letters.  I  expedled  that  the  American 
vernment  would  have  watched  his  motions,  and  taken  the  ine 
which  I  have  already  mentioned  to  prevent  the  fuccefs  of  a.  fim 
enterprife;  but  I  never  could  have  imagined  that  you  would  h. 
given  to  the  Britifh  minifter  a  piece  of  advice,  which  might  ena 
him  to  alter  his  plan,  by  letting  him  know  that  the  former « 
was  difcovered.-  By  the  line  of  conduA  which  you  have  plirfi 
in  this  bufmefs,  I  am  convinced,  that,  had  I  communicated 
you  more  particular  details  refpefling  this  tranfa6lion,  you  wor 
with  the  fame  good-  natiired  franknefs,  have  given  information 
them  to  Mr.  Lidon. 

But,  if  you  did  believe  that  afking  this  queflion  of  the  Bril 
envoy  was  the  mofl  efficacious  means  to  prevent  the  violation 
the  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  and  the  invafionof  the  Span 
territory,  let  me  afk,  why  you  was  fo  rcmifs  in  this  meafure,  tl 
although  I  had  communicated  this  proje<Si  to  you,  verbally, 
the  27th  of  February,  and  on  the  2d  of  March  in  writing,  j 
in  a  matter  obvioufly  fo  improper,  you  only  wrote  to  the  Bril 
envoy  on  the  28th  ot  April,  that  is,  two  months  afterwards? 

I  fhall  not  quit  this  fubjc6l  without  taking  the  liberty 
making  to  you  one  obfervation  which  is  intimately  conned 
with  it.    By  the  date  of  the  letter  I  have  juft  mentioned,  it  c 
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itsAy  appears  that  I  gave  you  advice  of  this  intended  expedition 

atheidof  March,  and  thaV,  three  days  l)efore9  I  had  given  you 

tbe£une  information  verjbally.    I  imagined,  from  your  known  at- 

tentioo  to  bufioefs,  and  the  importance  of  the  fubjed,  that  you 

vooUhave  fubmitted  it  immediately  to  the  confidcration  of  the 

frefideat  of  the  United  States.     On  the  9th  of  March  I  had  the 

iiooour  of  fpeaking  to  Mr.  Adams,  at  his  lodgings  at  Francis's 

Hotel,  and  mentioned  this  fubjeft  as  a  matter  that  I  fuppofed 

lum already  fully  informed  of;  and  it  was  with  no  fmall  furprife 

Jkeaid  him  fay  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it.     I  produced  the 

aiap  which  I  had  in  my  pocket-book,  and  he  lidened  with  great 

attention  to  all  that  I  had  to  fay  to  him.     It  was,  no  doubt,  to 

diis  conference  with  Mr.  Adams  that  I  was  indebted  for  your  an- 

•fver  of  the  i  ith  of  the  fame  month.     I  (hall  entirely  abflain  from 

flitting  any  conflcuflion  upon  the  rcafons  which  induced  you  to 

omit  making  this  communication  to  the  Prefident ;  but  they  mufl 

ime  been  very  powerful  motives  which  could  oblige  you  to  remain 

&tong  iilent  on  a  matter  of  fuch  importance* 

You  by,  io  the  third  paragraph  of  your  report,  that  on  your 
i&ing  me  what  meafures  Spain  had  taken  in  order  to  carry  into 
CKfUtion  that  part  of  the  treaty  which  relates  to  the  withdrawing 
•Ae  garrifons,  I  anfwcred  you  on  the  17th  of  April,  that  I  had 
iecn  for  fome  months  without  receiving  letters  from  the  Baron^ 
ttdconfequently  **  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  (leps  which  had 
miaken  for  the  execution  of  the  treaty. ''—From  this  expreflion^ 
*&!),  in  order  to  draw  attention,  you  place  between  inverted 
OMnus,  you  infmuate  an  inference  which,  in  my  opinion,  is 
^  iar  from  being  true,  when  you  add  immediately  aftejrwards, 
"  Nefertbelefs,  he  had  previoufly  informed  the  Baron  of  his  fuf^ 

E'  nsof  a  pruje£ied expedition." — What  is  this  to  prove,  Sir? 
^1  the  Baron  indeed  had  received  my  letters,  but  not  that  I  had 
fKetved  his.  I'he  irregularity  and  uncertainty  of  navigatioa 
•fily  (hows  that  yoiir  logic  on  this  point  is  extremely  falfe. 

In  the  (ifth  paragraph,  after  giving  an  account  of  my  letter  of 
'^24ih  ultimo,  and  of  its  objeS,  you  obferve  that  I  have  omitted 
^<)  mention,  among  the  other  complaints  of  the  Baron,  that  pf 
Mr.EUicott's  not  having  given  him  notice  of  his  arrival  at 
"atchcz. — Permit  me^  Sir>  to^  reprefcnt  to  you,  that  you  have 
•"Wirely  midaken  what  I  had  the  honour  of  telling  you  on  that 
^^on;  for  I  fimply  mentioned,  not  as  a  complaint,  but  as 
""^recAfcrvaiion,  that  the  Baron,  in  the  rigour,  might  not  have 
J^fidcred  Mr.  Ellicott  as  an  American  commiflloncr,  he  not 
jttving given  him  on  his  arrival  o(Bcial  notice  of  his  appointment, 
'^^'tng  merely  informed  him  of  it  in  the  way  of  a  confidential 
^***tMinication.  You  cannot  be  ignorant,  Sir,  that  there  are 
^^tt  requifitc  formalities  when^nations  treat  with  one  another 
^  tbcii  mutual  coAcerns,  wiiich  are  not  required  between  indi-^ 

X  2       *  vidvial^* 


(    'S6    ) 

victuals.     The  Baron,  when  he  fpeaks  in  this  manner,  des 
points  out  his  meaning,  that,  befides  ^he  confidential  letter, 
communication  of  which  you  confider  as  fo  important,  no  do 
he  expelled  another  official  one,  including  his  commiflion, 
thority,  or  fonie  other  document,  to  afcertain  the  identity  of 
perfon,  and  the  object  of  his  miffion.    When,  on  my  arriva 
this  country,  I  had  not  yet  prefented  my  credentials  to  the  I 
(ident,  although  I  had  delivered  to  you  a  copy  of  them,  ; 
might,  in  the  rigour,  not  have  rccognifed  n^e  as  the  envoy  exi 
ordinary  of  the  King  my  mafter,  for  want  of  having  comp 
with  that  neceflfary  requiute  of  the  eflabliflied  etiquette.     I  do 
mean  to  fay,  that  in  the  prefent  cafe  it  was  abfolutely  neceflar 
go  through  a  fimilar  formality ;  nor  did  the  Baron  mention 
but  as  a  mere  matter  of  obfervation,  which  was  not  to  affefi 
obje£t  in  queftion,  although  you,  thinking  that  it  ^affords  yc 
vidorious  argument,  are  pleafed  to  give.to  this  circumftance 
importance  which  it  does  not  deferve.     Befides,  Sir,  I  might 
ferve  to  you,  that  when,  after  a  mixed  anddefultory  converfai 
upon  various  fubje£ls,  I  had  collected  and  methodized  my  id< 
and  committed  them  to  writing,  your  anfwer  and  obfervati 
ought  to  have   been   confined   to  the  written   communicat 
clothed  with  all  the  neceflary  formalities  ;  but  neither  do  I  i 
to  make  of  this  an  objed  of  difcuffion. 

The  proof  which  you  give  in  the  fixth  paragraph  of  3 
report,  to  (how  that  it  is  not  certain  that  Mr.  Ellicott  intende 
get  pofleflion  of  Natchez  by  furprife,  and  that  for  that  purpoC 
had  endeavoured  to  gain  over  the  inhabitants,  is  merely  negat 
From  your  examination  of  the  two  perfonsyou  mention,  you 
very  little  to  expe£l :  the  circumftance  alone  of  their  being 
bearers  of  Mr.  EUicott's  difpatches,  points  out  that  they  v 
both  in  his  cojnfidcnce  ;  and  it  may  beprefumed  without  temcj 
that,  being  his  friends,  or  employed  under  his  orders,  they  w< 
hardly  make  a  denunciation  that  mjght  be  prejudicial  to  i 
Governor  Gayofo  declares  that  he  has  proofs  of  the  fad  in 
power.  I  fhall  not  fail  to  apply  to  him  for  them,  and  perha] 
may  one  day  fpeak  to  you  more  pofitively  on  this  bufinefs. 

After  having  difcufled  the  hiflory  of  thefe  tranfaSions  witi 
the  force  and  accuracy  which  refuit  from  thefe  obfervations, 
afiure,  vvith  a  very  ill  grounded  confidence,  that,  uponaviei 
the  whole,  it  appears  that  his  Majefly's  governors  on  the  MiflU 
have,  on  various  pretences,  poAponed  the  running  of  the  bouni 
line,  and  the  evacuation  of  the  polls.    But  I  appeal  to  that  < 
dour  which  you  have  fo  generoufly  fliown  to  the  Britifh  minii 
that  you  may  tell  me,  whether  it  can  be  called  a  pretence, 
the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  who  was  entrufted  with  the  bfet 
Louifiana,  refufed  to  carry  into  execution  a  pretention  that 
not  ilipulated  fur  by  the  treaty  i  By  the  fecond  article  it  is  < 
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agxeed  that  the  garrifons  (hall  be  withdrawn  ;  and,  as  1  had  the 
honour  of  reprefenting  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  24th  ult.  it  is 
n.<3T  to  be  prefumed  that  it  could  ever  have  b^en  the  intention  of 
his  Catholic  Majeily  to  deliver  up  fortifications^  which,   befidcs 
th.7it  they  have  colt  him  confiderable  fums  of  money,  may,  by  the 
eHFcd  oi  political  viciflitudcs,  be  one  day  prejudicial  to  his  fub- 
J^^ls.  If  HQt  to  do  what  was  not  (lipulated  tor,  and  the  execution 
which  would  be  contrary  to  the  interells  of  Spain^  is  a  pretence, 
*  muft  confefs  that  it  is  a  very  plaufible  one. 
With  refpeft  to  the  line  of  dcmarkatiori,  -it  appears  by  the  cor*. 
r^^Cpondence  aud  letters  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  which  are  in 
r^'ft  y  polieilion,  that  although  he  entertained  the  fame  doubts  which 
^^^crc  fuggefted  by  Governor  Gayofo  refpefting  the  pofts,  yet  he 
confenting  that  the  agronomical  obfervations  fliould  be  begun 
_        for  which  purpofe  the  engineer,  M.  de  Guillemand,  had 
Ixeady  arrived  at  the  Natchez,  with  all  the  inllruments  and  ap- 
p-svatus.     Such  was  the  fituation  of  things  when  my  communica- 
tioos  refpeAing  the  intended  expedition  got  to  hand;  from  that 
VYtomeDt  imperious  nccelliry,  and  the  great  principles  of  felf-de- 
JT^eoce,  made  his  Catholic  Majcfly's  officers  turn  their  thoughts  to 
o1>jeds  of  a  more  urgent  nature.     Mr.  Blount^s  letter,  and  the 
late  dete£led  confpiracy,  evince  how  far   their  condufl  in  this 
xcfpcft  was  neceflary ;  and  you,  Sir,  poireffed,  as  you  were,  of 
all  the  fads,  when  you  laid  them  before  the  PrcfiJcnt,  ought  to 
Have  been  one  of  the  lafl  to  have  fligmatized  the  motives  with  the 
epithet  of  pretexts.     So  palpable  an  attempt  to  make  groundlefs 
and  unfair  impreilrons  on  the  public  mind^  is  well  calculated  to 
defeat  its  own  ends,  and  appears  ftill  more  extraordinary  when 
we  coafider  that   the  American   government   is  in  every   way 
anxious^  by  its  own  confeflion,  to  maintain  peace  and  harmony 
with  Spain. 
Nor  do  your  ill-founded  infinuations  flop  here  :  fentiments  and 
-^  expreffions  ftill  more  violent,  flow  from  that  fame  hafty  pen, 

^  [         You  fiiy  in  another  part,  *^  that  there  is  but  too  much  reafon  to 
,j  Uicve  Mr.  EUicott's  fufpicions  well  founded,  that  an  undue  in* 

fl^ce  has  been  exercifed  over  the  Indians  by  the  officers  of  his 
^1  CatV)lic  Majefty,  to  prepare  them  for  a  rupture  with  the  United 
A  States."  Fortunately,  Sir,  you  have  told  us  the  fourcc  whence 
■(  jottderivtd  all  thofe  dreadful  conjediures  of  yours;  othcrwifq, 

j^  fcrhaps,  the  weight  and  authority  which  your  high  official  cha-* 

„f  'iQcr  (lamps  upon  whatever  you  write  or  fay,  might  make  an 

**nduc  imprellion  on  the  public.     You  acknowledge,  Sir,  it  was 
*  private  letter  of  Mr.  Sargent's  (fecretary  of  the  north-weftern 
J  territory)  that  gave  rife  to  youx  furmifes :  we  ihall  now  fee  what 

i  4e  letter  lays : 
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No.  14. — Extras  of  a  Letter  from  fVtnthrop  Sargent^  Efq.  Secte- 
tary  of  the  North-wejicrn  Territory^  to  the  Secretary  of  State f 
dated  Cincinnati  J  Ju7ic  ^dj   I797» 

«<  General  Vv^ilkinfon  fending  off  an  exprefs,  I  feizc  theocci- 
iion  to  tranfcribe  for  you  fome  paragraphs  from  a  weftern  letter. 

«*  The  Spaniards  are  reinforcing;  their  upper  polls  on  th^ 
MilHrippi  confiderably.  General  Howard,  an  Irilhman^  in  qua^ 
lity  of  commander  in  chief,  with  upwards  of  three  hundred  meBy 
is  arrived  at  St.  Louis,  and  employed  in  erefling  vcrv  fonnidable 
works.  It  likewife  appears  through  various  channels,  that  ihejr 
are  inviting  a  great  number  of  Indians  of  the  territory  to  crofs  the 
MiiTifippi ;  and  for  this  exprefs  purpofe,  Mr.  Lorromie,  an 
o/Kcer  in  the  pay  of  the  crown,  made  a  tour  through  all  this 
coiifTiry  lafl  fall,  fmce  which  time  feveral  Indians  have  been  fenc 
on  the  fame  errand,  and  generally  furnifhcd  with  plenty  of  caftto 
defray  their  cxpenfes. 

"  A  large  party  of  Delawarcs  paiTed  down  on  White  River 
about  the  bih  of  May,  on  their  way  to  the  Spanifh  fule,  bearing 
the  natidnal  flag  of  Spain,  fomc  of  them  from  St.  Louis* 

**  They  (the  Spaniards)  have,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio^ 
on  tlie  MilEfippi,  feveral  row -gallics  with  caonon." 

Now,  Sir,  what  inference  can  be  drawn  from  that  letter? 
Why,  that  the  Spaniards  have  fortified  San  Luis,  and  availefl 
themfelvCs  of  every  means  of  defence  that  the  country  afforded  I 
Sut  let  me  aflc  you.  Sir,  againft  whom  it  is  that  they  were  pre- 
paring to  defend  themfclves  I  Surely  the  documents  which  yoa 
have  laid  before  the  Prefident,  and  the  momentous  buflnefs  which 
•now  engages  the  attention  of  Congrefs,  and  agitates  the  public.at 
large,  afford  a  complete  and  falisfactor)'  anfwer. 

1  n>entioned  to  you,  in  my  letter  of  2d  March,  that  the  objeft 
of  the  Jjritifh  was  to  attack  Upper  Louifiana,  and  take  San  Luis 
and  New  Madrid  by  furprife.  It  will  not  be  queftioned  but  th^t 
prudence  required  of  us  at  that  juncture  to  fortify  the  threatened 
points.  This,  Sir,  was  all  we  did ;  and  this.  Sir,  you  knew 
many  months  part  :  yet  Mr.  Sargent's  letter,  which  in  fubflance 
"liys  no  more,  fills  yo*j  all  at  once  with  fears  and  felf-creaced  .ap« 
,prehenfions,  and  m^kes  you  declare  in  the  face  of  the  American 
■people,  '^  that  tlvc  Spaui(h  officers  are  exciting  the  Indians  to-a 
rupture  with  Uf,**  No  one  will  fay  that  preparations , for  our 
■fclf-defence  v;tre  not  ncceflary  on  our  part.  The  aflurance  givea 
yotf  by  the  firitifti  miniiler,  with  aU^the  appearance. of  a  confi- 
dential communication,  but  without  any  fignature,  did  not  infpire 
the  fervants  of  his  Catholic  Majefly  with  the  fame  blind  confi- 
detice  which  it  produced  in  you.  We  know  from  daily  experience 
;Ilow  j-cligioufly  the  Britifli  nation  obferves  the  rights  of  neutrality. 

Witncfs 
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Witnefsthe  American  failors!  Witnefs  the  republic  of  Genoai, 
inwhofeport  they  attacked  ancKmade  prize  of  the  FreiKh  frigate 
LiModeite,  as  (he  Tay  at  anchor  there.  Witnefs  the  inhabitants 
o(Trinidad^  when  the  Britifh,  tho^jgh  then  in  amity  with  them. 
emeied  their  capital  with  drtmis  beating  and-  colours  laying,  in 
poiibitof  a  few  French  who  had  taken  refuge  there.  Thefe,  and 
other  inftances  of  the  fort,  too  numerous  to  be  recapitulated,  make 
wkb  credulous  on  the  fcore  of  Great  Britain's  refped  for  the 
rights  of  neutrality  than  you  appear  tc  have  been. 

As  to  thofe  tender  confiderations  which  a(Suated  the  Britifk 
niniAerto  rejed  the  plan  on  account  of  the  inhumanity  of  calling 
ia  the  lid  of  the  Indians,  I  did  cxptSt  that  fuch  vague  unatt- 
tkemicatcd  declarations  would  have  been  appreciated  as  they  de- 
lenvd  by  you.  Sir,  who  have  fought  in  the  glorious  caufe  of 
Aoierican  independence,  who  witneifed  the  humanity  of  their 
condud  in  the  courfe  of  that  war ;  and  you  cannot  be  ignorant  of 
ivbat  has  happened  fince. 

Your  afcribing  hoiiile  views  to  the  preparations  of  our  felf- 
dcfeace,  cannot,  Sir,  have  been  matter  of  much  furprife  to  me, 
tficr  having  heard  a  certain  member  of  Congrefs,  who  is  known 
tokihc  organ  of  the  will  of  the  adminillration,  declare  in  that 
Htttfe,  that  he  afcribed  to  the  fame  motives  the  pjteparations  we 
^Kre  making  for  the  defence  of  Florida,  though  probably  he  was 
Mtignorant,  at  the  very  time,  of  their  real  object.  Thus  then^ 
Stfi  according  to  your  mode  of  reafoning,  and  that  of  the  gentle- 
QM  I  have  jull  alluded  to,  though  we  were  certain  of  being  at- 
t>^,  and  though  we  were  not  certain  that  the  American  go- 
v^naatnt  had  taken  the  proper  meafurcs  for  prote.£)ing  its  neu- 
tolity,  yet  we  were  to  adopt  no  mcafures  for  our  defence,  but 
teiyfuflfcr  his  Majefty^s  forts  and  poileflions  to  bt!  taken;  and 
iHthis  for  fear  of  creating  ill-founded  fufpicions  on  your  minds  1 

If  you  have  not  been  very  fuccefsful,  Sir,  in  the  folidity  of 
J^KVreafonings,  you  appear  not  to  be  more  fo  in  the  method  of 
Mowing  them.  After  having  denounced  us  to  the  whK)le  Ame- 
ncio nation  as  ftirring  up  the  Indians  againil  th^  Unit<:d  States, 
f^  preparing  them  for  a  rupture,  you  fall  into  the  m(3fl  glaring 
'oconfiftency  in  the  following  paragraph  : — <*  Whether  this  plaa 
^exciting  the  Indians  to  direct  hoitilities  againil*  the  United 
*^,  has  been  contemplated  and  promoted  by  any  of  our  own 
^zciis,  it  maybe  difficult  to  fay  ;  but  that  one  or  more  citizens 
°^propofed  and  taken  mcafures  to  detach  the  fouthern  Indians 
'wmthc  intereft  of  the  United  States,  and  to  dtftrriy  the  influence 
vthe  public  agents  over  thofe  nations,  and  thi\s  to  defeat  the 
P^ebjcds  of  their  appointment,  the  chief  of  which  is  to  prcferve 
P^  is  certain." 

.  J  5^gain  appeal  here.  Sir,  to  your  generous  cand<nir.     How  is 

Vpoffible  to  reconcile  fuch  evident  contradidions  ?  On  the  one 

4  Vv^udy 
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handy  the  Spanifii .  officers  are  thofe  iwho  excite  the  fouther 
cfa'aus  againd  the  United  States;  and  on  the  other  you  qi 
allowy  prefuminr;,  with  fufficient  foundatioiVy  in  my  op; 
that  it  may  be  fome  citizens  of  the  United  States.  But  altl 
you  might  entertain  any  doubts  yourfelf  on  the  fubjeS,  iwh 
am  fure  no  perfon  in  America  will,  after  reading  Mr.  Bl< 
krttery  did  not  this  very  fame  doubtful  cafe  and  imcertainf 
quire  in  your  fituation  more  circumfpefl  language?  Ar 
even  in  this  cafe,  you  appear  to  have  gone  beyond  what 
policy,  the  tranquillity  and  tntereft  of  the  United  States 
quired»  how  much  more  unjiiO:  are  your  iniinuations  aj 
Spain,  when  the  public  pofTcfs,  in  Mr.  Blount's  letter,  a  < 
ment  by  which  they  can  fee,  that,  if  the  manoeuvres  with  th 
dians  were  not  favourable  to  the  United  States,  thev  wen 
cifely  combined  to  attack  the  Spaniards  ?  From  this  metht 
reafoniog  of  yours,  it  appears  as  if  the  Spaniards  were,  j< 
with  Mr.  Blount,  ilirring  up  the  Indians  to  attack  themfelv 
RefpeAing  the  lad  articfe  of  your  report'^  I  have  on 
obferve,  that  although  you  have  conftantly  aflurcd  me  tha 
vernment  had  not  the  lead  information  refpedling  the  fi 
of  my  reprcfentarions,  and  although  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jac 
of  Georgia,  appears  to  coincide  with  your  ideas,  neverti 
time  has  ihown  that  I  have  complied  with  my  duty  by  nc 
poling  on  fuch  alFurance.  The  plot  is  difcovered,  and  m 
any  longer  doubts  that  the  expedition  was  to  have  taken  plac 
'  After  having  followed  you  ftep  by  ftep  through  the  va 
points  of  your  report  to  the  Prefident,  I  fhali  make  a 
compendium  of  fuch  as  arife  from  this  letter  \  from  wbi 
refults, 

1.  That  on  the  27th  of  February  I  gave  you  fufficient 
ticulars  refpeding  the  intended  expedition,  to  have  attradc 
attention  of  this  government. 

2.  That  although  to  this  verbal  communication  I  added 
ther  in  writing  on  the  2d  of  March,  the  Prcfident  had  m 
lead  knowledge  of  it  on  the  9th  of  the  fame  month  7  and 
without  doubt,  you  mud  have  had  very  powerful  motiv 
prevent  you  from  communicating  it  to  him. 

3.  That  it  does  not  appear  by  the  documents  prefented  b 
fecretary  of  war,  that  government  had  given  orders  to  the 
tary  commanders  to  caufe  the   territory  and   neutrality  oi 
United  States  to  be  refpefted. 

4.  That  you  made  to  the  Englifli  minlder  a  communic 
which  in  my  opinion  you  ought  not ;  and  that,  even  i 
thouglit  it  neceifary,  you  delayed  doing  it  for  two  mc 
that  is,  from  the  27th  of  February  to  the  28th  of  Apri 
though  it  refpcded  a  mod  urgent  and  important  objedt. 
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5.  That  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  could  very  well  have  re- 
oeM  my  letters,  without  its  iiecellarily  following  that  his  had 
come  to  hand. 

6.  That  the  Baron  did  not  rcprefent  Mr.  Ellicott's  not  writ- 
ing to  him  officially  as  a  complaint,  but  as  an  obferVation  ;  and 
Ak,  in  h€tf  he  never  has  done  it  in  thofe  terms. 

J.  That  the  proofs  you  allege  to  exculpate  Mr^.EIlicott,  re- 
fycB&ag  his  intentions  of  taking  the  fort  of  Natchez  by  fur- 
prifei  are  purely  negative. 

8.  That :  it  is  not  merely  pretences, :  but  very  powerful  rea^ 
foos,  which  have  impeded  the  evacuation  of  the  pods,  and  the 
nuniBg  of  .'the  boundary  line. 

9.  Thai  the  infinuations  with  which  you  are  willing  to  per* 
fade  the  American  people  that  our  arming  is  directed  againft 
tk»,are  unjuft  as  well  as  unfoun  led,  as,  by  Mr.  Blouufs  letter^ 
it  ii clearly  demonftrated  to  be  a  precaution  for  the  mere  pur- 
pofe  of  d^fjsnce. 

10.  That  you  evidently  contradid  yourfelf,  when,  on  one 
bull  you  are  pleafed  to  attribute  to  us  the  movements  of  the 
hImUf  and,  in  the  very  next  paragraph,  you  fliow  it  might 
meed  from  American  citizens,  as  it  adually  does  according  to 
Mr.  Blount's  letter ;  and  that  he  afted  with  the  knowledge  and 
ineiligence  of  the  very  fame  Britifli  minilter,  in  whofe  private 
BOteti  mSbout  fignature^  and  perhaps  not  of  his  own  band-writings 
)oafIace  iuch  implicit  confidence. 

ti.  That  although,  in  all  your  official  communications,  you 
Iwe  always  manifclled  to  me  that  the  American  government 
bew  of  nothing  which  indicated  any  foundation  for  my  fuf- 
picioQS,  Mr.  Blount's  letter  clearly  proves  that  I  was  pcrfedlly 
in  the  right. 

I  have  thus  fulfilled  a  very  difagrceable  duty.  Always  defir- 
^  to  contribute  to  ftrengthen  the  bands  of  tiiendfliip  which 
^e  Spain  and  America,  and  to  which  their'  fituation,  their 
^nis,  and  refourccs,  invite  them,  I  have  feen  %vith  the  moft 
pofound  grief,  that  the  language  and  tenour  of  your  communi- 
<^  to  the  Prefidcnt,  is  not,  in  iny  opinion,  calculated  to 
Pi«note  fo  defirabl^  an  obje£t  to  us  all.  For  my  part,  although 
1  Hull  leave  nothing  undone  to  cement  the  union  and  harmony 
with  a  nation  which  I  refpe£t,  neither  (hall  I  ever  fufier  the  ia- 
•cwfeof  the  King,  my  ma(ter,  in  any  cafe. whatever,  to  be  fa« 
^ficed  to  an  unjuit  partiality. 

I  pray  God  to  preferve  you  many  years. 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Carlos  Martinez  x^fi  Yrujo. 
fUladelpbiaf  July  ii^  J 797* 
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S^ecb  rf  ihi  Jk^fickH  Prejillent^  'ah  the  opening  if  ilk  'Coni 

tbHrfdajf^  Nov.  43,  17^7.    • 

Oentlemfn  of  the.Senatc,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatrvesy 

1  WAS  for  fonnfe  tiAne  apprchenfive  that  it  would  be  necefl 
'-  on  ^^^biAit  ^f  the  conn^ious  ficknefs  \vhich  -zSkatA  the 
of  PhiUdcTphhi,  to  c6nvtne  the  natioital  legiflatttre  at  fome  0 
place.  This  meafure  it  was  defirable  -to  avoid,  bectufe  it  w 
ddtkfion  tt'ddi  f  uMic  inconvenrcticcj  and  a  corrfidenlbk  pi 
ekjpdrtfe/ahtl  ^dd'to  the 'cahmities  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
whofe  fufferings  mud  have  excited  t4ie  fympattky  of 'all  their 
Id'^-cftiTrcnS".  Therefore,  afftrr'takingiAeafures  to  afeertain 
Ihite  imd  itttAite  of  the  flcknefs,  I  poht>oned  my  •determina* 
h&Viiig  \tt!^%  nb^  happily  realil&cfd,  that,  without^hazard  ti 
lives  or  health  of  the  member!;,  Cohgrefs  might  aflembte  dit 
place,  where  it  was  fixed  by  law  to  meet.  I  fubndt,  howi 
to  your  confiderarion,  whether  a  power  to  poftportetbe  mei 
<yf  Congfef^,  "Without  piriTrtig  ihe  tirAe  fixed  by  the  eOHRitt 
tijpon  fuch  occafK^fn's,  woiiM  be  an  tifefal  amendmeht  to  the 
lof  one  thoufartd  feven  hundred  arid  ninety-four. 

Although  I  cannot  yet  congratulate  you  on  the  fe-'efhibtiOir 
xX  'f  cade  in  'Eorope,  and  the  rellbration  of  fecnrity  to  the  pei 
tiind  properties  6\  6nr  citizens  from  injiiftice  and  violMCe  at 
we  have,  neverthelefs,  abundant  caufe  of  gratitode  to  the  So 
t)f  benevoTeAce  and  rnffluehce,  for  interior  tranquillify  ahd  pt 
nal  Iccurity,  for  propitious  fcafon^,  pik)fperous  'algriculture, 
diiflive  fisheries,  and  general  improvements ;  and,  above 
for  a  tratroifal  fpirit  of  civil  and  I'eligibus  liberty,  and  a  calm 
ileady  determination  to  iiipport  our  fovercignty,  as  ^U  ag 
fhdral  and  religious  principles^  againft  ^\\  open  and  fecret 
tacks. 

Our  envoys  extraordinary  'to  the  French  republic  'emlHn* 
one  in  July,  the  other  in  Atiguft,  to  join  their  colleague 
"Holland :  I  "have  received  TntclHgence  of  the  arrival  of  boti 
•'them  in  Holland,  from  Wh^tice  they  all  proceeded  on  their  j 
'ri^  to  Paris,  tvithin  a  few  days  of  the .  i^th  of  Scpteir 
WhateVei*thayTJe  the  refitlt  of  this  miffion,  I  'truft  that  not 
Will  haiH5  been  ofnhted  on  my  part  to  conduft  the  negotiatio 
"a  fuccefsful  cohclirtioni  On  fuch  equitable  terms  as  may  be  c 
patible  with  the  fafety,  honour,  and  interefts  of  the  Uf 
States.  Nothing,  in  the  mean  fime,  will  contribute  fo  iiioc 
the  prefervation  of  peace,  and  the  attainmeht  of  juftice, 
mAiifeftatio'n  6f  the  energy  and  urianimity  of  which,  on  n 
former  occafions,  the  people  of  the  Uhited  States  have -given 
memorable  prooiV,  and  the  exertion  of  thofe  refources  for 

• 
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ttoni  defeacOf  which  a  benevolent  Proyideact  h^^  kindly  placed 
vjtBm  their  power. 

It  may  be  confidently  aflerted,  that  nothing  has  pccuried 
wbidi  renders  inexpedient  thofe  precautionary  ^leafuces  lecom- 
mcBded  by  me  to  the  conftderation  of  the  two  (joufe^,  at  the 
openifigof  your  late  extraordinary  feilion.  If  that  fyftem  was 
tfia  prudent,  it  is  more  fo  now,  as  increafing  fiepreflatipns 
ibcngthen  the  reafons  for  its  adoption, 

iiidbedy  whatever  may  be  the  ilTue  of  the  negotiation  with 
FraficCy  and  whether  the  war  in  Europe  is  or  is  not  to  continup,  I 
Uditmoft  certain  that  permanent  tranquillity  and  order  lyill 
not  fbon  be  obtained.  The  ftatc  of  fociety  has  fo  long  been  dif- 
taMf  the  fenfe  of  moral  and  religious  obligations  fo  muc(^ 
vakened,  public  faith  and  national  honour  have  been  fo  jm- 
fiiiid,  lefpeA  to  treaties  has  been  fo  diminifliedy  and  the  law  of 
ntioiis  has  loft  fo  much  of  its  force ;  while  pride,  ambitioiii 
mrice,  and  violence,  have  been  fo  much  iinreftrained,  there 
Rmains  no  reafbhable  ground  on  which  to  raife  an  expcdation, 
Alt  a  coqimerce,  without  protcdion  or  defence,  will  not  be 
pIndRed. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States  is  eifential^  if  not  to  theif 
cadfloioe,  at  leaft  to  their  comfort:  their  erowth,  profperityi 
ttd  happinels,  the  genius,  character,  and  habits  of  the  people. 
>i  hi^iy  commercial ;  their  cities  have  been  formed  and  exi(l 
VfOQ  commerce ;  our  agriculture,  fiflieries,  arts,  and  manufac- 
tan,  are  conneded  with  and  dependant  upon  it.  In  ihort, 
CMttnerce  has  made  this  country  what  it  is,  and  it  cannot  be  de-^ 
infti  or  negleAed,  without  involving  the  people  in  poverty 
ud  diftrefs.  Great  numbers  are  dire&ly  and  foleiy  Supported  by 
AvigtuioD.  The  faith  of  fociety  is  pledged  for  the  preferyation 
^  the  lights  of  commercial  and  fea-faring,  no  lefs  than  for  thofe 
of  the  other  citizens.  Under  this  view  of  our  affairs,  I  fliould 
^  myfeif  guilty  of  a  negled  of  duty,  if  1  forbore  to  recom- 
^^ni  that  we  ihould  make  every  exertion  to  prote£t  our  com- 
^"^^ntf  and  to  place  our  country  in  a  fuitable  poiture  of  defence^ 
utheonly'Ture  means  of  prefervingboth. 

I  have  entertained  an  expectation  that  it  would  have  been  in 
*y  power,  at  the  opening  of  this  feflion,  to  have  communicated 
^  Jfou  the  agreeable  information  of  the  due  execution  of  our 
^y  with  his  Catholic  Majefty,  refpeding  the  withdrawing  of 
his  troops  from  our  territory,  and  the  demarkation  of  the  line  of 
"Qiti.  But  by  the  lateft  authentic  intelligence,  Spaniih  garri- 
■^s  were  ftill  continued  within  our  country,  and  the  running  gf 
the  boundary  limited  not  been  commenced.  Thefe  circumftances 
^  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  they  cannot  fail  to  aflPedl  the 
■cdians  in  a  manner  injurious  to  the  United  States.  Still,  how- 
€ver,  indulging  the  hope,  that  the  anfwcrs  whiclt  have  been 

Y  a  ^vsttv. 
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givfcn  will  Tcmove  the  objcSidns  offered  by  the  Spaniih  officen 
the  immediate  execution  of  the  treaty,  I  have  judged  it  pro 
t^at  we  flionld  continue  in  readine'fs  to  receive  the  pods,  anc 
run  the  line  of  limits. 

Further  iiforniation  o  iiis  fubjcft  will  be  conmninicatcd 
the  courfe  of  the  feffion, 

•  In  connexion  with  the  nnpleafant  Rate  of  things  on  our  w 
ern  frontier,  it  is  proper  for  mc  to  mention  the  attempts  of 
rcign  ngentsto  alienate  the  affeflions  of  the  Indian  nations,  ; 
to  excite  them  to  a£iual  hoftilittcs  againft  'the  United  Sta 
Great  aftivity  has  been  exerted  by  thofe  perfons,  who  have 
finuatcd  thcmfelves  among  the  Indian  tribes  reftding  within 
territory  of  the  United  States,  to  influence  them  to  tram 
their  affeflions  and  force  to  a  foreign  nation  ;  to  form  them  i 
a  confederacy,  and  to  prepare  them  for  war  againft  the  Uni 
States. 

Although  meafures  have   been  taken  to  countcrafl  thcfe 
fra£^ions  of   our   rights,    to  prevent   Indian  hoftilities,    and 
preferve  entire  their  attachment  to  the  United  States,  it  is 
duty  to  obferve,  that  to  give  belter  eiFecS  to  thefe  meafures, 
to  obviate  the  confcqnences  of  a  repetition  of  fuch  pradice! 
law  providing  adequate  punifhment  for  fuch  offences  may  1>e 
ceffary. 

The  commifSoners  appointed  under  the  fifth  article  of 
Treaty  of   Amity,   Commerce,    and  Navigation,    between 
United  States  and  Great   Britain,  to  afcertain  the  river  wh 
was  truly  intended  under  the  name  of  the  River  St.  Croix,  m 
tioned  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  met  at  Palzamaquody  Bay  in  < 
tobcr  1796,  and  viewed  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  in  queftion,  s 
the  adjacent  ihores  and  iflands;  and,  being  of  opinion  that 
tual  furveys  of  both  rivers  to  their  fources  were  neceffary,  g 
to  the  agents  of  the  two  nations  inflruflions  for  that  purp< 
and  adjourned  to  meet  at  Bofton  in  Auguft.     They  met ;  but 
furveyors  requiring  more  time  than  had  been  fuppofed,  and 
being  then  completed,    the  commiilioners   again  adjourned, 
meet  at  Providence  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode   Ifland  in-  June  nc 
when  we  may  exped  a  final  examination  and  decifion. 

The  commiflioners  appointed  in  purfuance  of  the  fixth  art 
of  the  treaty,  met  at  Philadelphia  in  May  laft,  to  examine 
claims  of  Britifh  fobjefts  for  debts  contracted  before  the  pea 
and  flill  remaining  due  to  them  from  citizens  or  inhabitants 
the  United  Spates.  Various  canfes  have  hitherto  prevented  ; 
determiriation  ;  but  the  bufincfs  is  now  refumed,  and  doubt 
will  be  profecuted  without  interruption. 

Several  decifions  on  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  Un 
States  for  lolTes  and  damages  fuftained  by  reafbn  of  irregi 
and  illegal  captures,  or  condemnations  of  their  veiTels  or  o| 
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property,  have  been  made  by  the  commi/Coners  in  London^  coB' 
^foiably  to  th<tfeventh  article  of  the  treaty.  The  fums  awarded 
by  the  commiiiioners  have  been  paid  by  the  Britifh  govern- 
menu  A  confidcrable  number-  of  other  claims,  where  cnis  and 
damages,  and  not  captured  property,  were  the  only  obj^fls  in 
Quefiion,  have  l>een  decided  by  arbitration,  and  the  fums  awarded 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  alfo  been  paid 

Tbecommiflioners  appointed  agiccabJy  to  the  2 lit  article  of 
our  treaty  with  Spain  met  at  Pliiladelphia,  in  tiic  fummer  paft, 
(0  examine  and  del:ide  on  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  lolles  they 
kave  fuftained,  in  confcqnencc  of  their  veifels  and  cargoes  having 
been  taken  by  the  fubjeds  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  during  the 
late  war  between  Spain  and  France.  Their  letters  have  been  in- 
tercepted, but  now  are  returned. 

The  United  States  being  obligated  to  make  compenfation  for 
the  latter,  and  damages  fudained  by  Critiih  fnbje<5ls,  upon  the 
award  of  the  coimniflioners  ading  under  the  fixth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  for  the  lofles  fudatned  and  da- 
mages incurred  by  Britifh  fubjeds,  by  rcafon  cf  the  capture  of 
their  veflels  and  merchandife,  taken  within  the  limits  and  jiirif- 
didioo  of  the  United  States,  and  brought  into  their  ports,  or 
taken  by  veflfels  originally  armed  in  ports  ot  the  United  States^ 
upOD  the  awards  of  the  commiiiioners  a6ling  under  the  feventh 
•fticlc  of  the  fame  treaty ;  it  is  neccffary  that  provifion  be  made 
fior  fulfilling  thefe  obligations. 

The  numerous  captures  of  American  veflels  by  the  cruifers  of 

•he  French   republic,  and  of  fome  by  thofe  of  Spain,  have  oc- 

csi&ned  confiderable  -expenfes   in   making  and   fupporting   the 

claims  of  our  citizens  before  their  tribunals.     TJie  fums  required 

*Of  the  purpofe  have,  in  divers  inftances,  been  difburfed  by  the 

Confuls'of  the   United  States.     By   means  of  the  fame  captures, 

S'V'^t  numbers  of  our  feamcn  have  been  a(hore   in  foreign  coun- 

^'ics,   deftitute  of   all   means  of   fublUlence ;    and   the  fick,  ia 

l^^rticular,  have  been  cxpofed  to  grievous  fufFerings.     The  con- 

'tils  have,  in    thefe  cafes,  alfo  advanced  monies  tor  their  relief* 

■»■  or  thefe  advances  they  reafonably  expeA  reimburfements  from 

*^c  United  States. 

The  confular   a6l    relative   to    fcamen   requires   revifion    and 

^*U€ndmcnt :  the  provifions  for  their  fupport  in  torcign  coimtrieSt 

^^Od  for  their  return,  are  found  to  be  inadequate  and  inefFeflual. 

A^nother  provifion  feems  necelfary  to  be  added  to  the  confular  a6k : 

tome  foreign  veflels  have  been  difcovered  (ailing  under  the  flag  of 

*He  United   States,   and   with  foreign   papers.     It  fcldom   hap- 

l?cns  that  the  confuls  can   detecl   this  deception,  bccaufe   thcv 

^^vt  no  authority  to  demand  an  infpedlion  of  the  regiftcr  and 

foUctters. 

4.  Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen  of  tlic  Houfc  of  Reprc&ntatlvcSf 

It  is  my  duty  to  recommeiid.  to  your  ferious  canfideratton  Acb 
cbjedis  which,  by  the  conditutioPy  are  placed  paiticubrly  wittm 
yuiir  fpherc — the  national  debt  and  taxes. 

Since  the  decay  of  the  feudal  fyfteiD)  by  which  the  public  cZ 
fence  was-  provided  for,  chiefly  at  the  expenfo  of  individual 
the  fyden^  of  loans  has  been  introduced  ;  and  as  no  natioA  cs 
laifc  within  the  year,  by  taxes,  fufficient  fums  for  itsdoftnce, 
ixiilitary  operation  in  time  of  war,  the  fum  loaned  and  debt 
traded  have  ncceflarily  become  the  fubje£l  of  what  have 
called  tlie  funding  fyftems. 

The  conftquences  ariftng  from  the  continual  aceumisilatiott 
public  debts  in  other  countries,  ought  to  admoniih  us  to  becareV 
fo  prevent  their  growth  in  our  own.  The  national  defence  n^e. 
be  provided  for,  as  well  as  the  fupport  of  governnaent  ;  but  b^ 
ilioiiUl  be  accompliftied  as  much  as  poiTible  by  immediate  taK^ 
and  as  little  as  polliblc  by  loans* 

The  edimates  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year  will,  hy  0 
dirc£llon,  be  laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 'Gentlemen  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentaiives, 

We  are  met  together  at  a  mod  intercding  period.  The  fitM 
tion  of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe  is  Angular  and  port^: 
tous.  Conne&ed  with  fome  by  treaties,  and  with  all  by  Cp< 
mcrcc,  no  important  event  there  cah  be  indifFerent  to  us^  ^UM 
circumflanccs  call,  with  a  peculiar  importunity,  not  lefs  fair 
difpofition  to  unite  in  all  thofe  meafures  oa  which  the  hon<^ 
fafcty,  and  proiperity  of  our  country  depend,  than  for  a)l  t> 
exertions  of  wifdom  and  firmnefs. 

In  all  fuch  meafures  you  may  rely  on  my  zealous  and  httSkM 
concurrence. 

John  ^dams. 


Mejfage  from   the  Prefident   of  the  United  States   to  the  Hfmfi 

Reprefentativesy  on  the  i  ijth  March* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Houfc  of  Reprefentatives, 

npHE   difpatches  from  the  envoys  extraordinary  of  the  Uni^ 
"*•    States  to  the  French  republic,  which  were  mentioned  in  ^ 
meffage  to  both  Houfes  of  Congrcfs,  have  been  examined  ^ 
maturely  con  fide  red. 

While  I  feel  a  fatisfadion  in  informing  you,  that  their  ex ^ 
tions  for  the  adjuftment  of  the  differences  between  the  two-^ 

tic 
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(iooshave  been  fincere  and  unremitted^  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to 
t^xlarci  that  I  perceive  no  ground  of 'expcfiation  that  tl\e  <>b- 
jeds  of  their  miifion  can  be  accompli  (hcd  on  terms  compatible 
^tb  the  (kkty^  honouF,  or  the   effential  interefts  of  the  'na- 
tion. 

Tlie  refult  cannot,  with  jufticC)  be  attributed  to  any  want 
of  medenition  on  the  part  of  this  government,  or  to  any  imiiT- 
pofitkm  to  forego  iecondary  interefts  for  the  prefeivation  of 
P^QCCa  Knowing  it  to  tfe  myduty,  and  believing  it  to  be  your 
^t A,  as  well  a«  that  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  to  avoids 
l>y  alt  rwifonable  conceflions,  any  participation  in  the  conten- 
tions of  Europe,  the  powers  hefted  in  our  envoys  were  com- 
m^ATurate  with  a  liberal  and  pacific  policy,  and  that  high  confi- 
dence which  might  juftly  be  repofed  in  the  abilities,  patriotifm, 
^tid  integrity  of  the  charaders  to  whom  the  negotiation  m'as  cooi- 
■xiittedw  After  ft  careful  review  of  the  whole  fubje^l,  with  the 
^idof  all  the  information  I  have  received,  I  can  difcern  nothing 
^^hich  could  have  infurcd  or  contributed  to  fucceis,  that  has  been 
omitted  on  my  part,  and  nothing  further  which  can  be  attempted, 
<^onfiftent!y  with  maxims  for  which  our  country  has  contended,  at 
^very  hazard,  and  whicli  conflitute'  the  bafis  of  our  national  fo« 
^ejcignty. 

Under  tbefe  ciTCumdanccs,  I  cannot  forbear  to,  reiterate  the 
'^^ccoimiiendations  which  have  been  formerly  made,  and  to  ex^ 
^ort  you  to  adopt  with  promptitude,  dccilion,  and  unajiimity, 
^Uch  meafures  as  the  ample  rcfources  of  the  country  afford,  for 
protedion  of  our  fea-faring  •and  commercial  citizens;  for 
tfdence  of  any  cxpofcd  portions  of  our  territory  ;  for  rc- 
l^ticniAing  our  arfensls,  eflablifhing  founderies  and  military 
W^Dofaidores  ;  and  to  provide  fuch  efficient  revenue  as  will  be 
v^e^ceflbiy  to  defray  extraordinary  expenfes,  and  fupply  the  deii- 
^icslcies 'which-may  be  occaiioned  by  depredations  on  our  com- 


Ttae  prefent  flate  of  things  is  fo  -  eiTehtially  different  fiom  *that 
which  infftru£lion6  were:given  tocdlleAors  to  retrain  vedels  6( 
United  States  from  failing  in  an  armed  condition,  that  rhe 
1>riiiciple  on  which  thofe  orders  were  ilTued,  has  ccafed  to  exitl. 
~I  therefore  deem  it  proper  to  inform  Cortgrefs,  that  I  no  longer 
oonCeive  myfelf  juflifiabie  in  continuing  them,  unlefs  in  parti- 
^^ibr  cafes,  where  there  may  be  reafonable  ground  of  fufpi- 
-oifiD  that  fuch  vefTels  are  intended  to 'be  employed  contrary  to 

ti^atlyaar  ptfooeedidgs  it  will  be  important  to manifeft  a  zeaJ, 
V'lgour,  and  coacert,  in  defence  of  the  national  fights,  pro« 
T^<>fUQnod  to  the  danger  with  which  they  are  threatened. 

John  Adams. 

^^tid^totts,  l^th  March  1798. 
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■  • 

Mcffare  of  the   Prrfident  cf  the  Uvhrd  States  to  both  Houfes     of 

Co'\^rcfsf  yiprll  3,     1708. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 

Houfc  of  Reprcfentativco; 

tN  compliaTice  with  tlie  requril  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
-■'  tives,  expreiftfd  in  their  refohition  of  the  fccond  of  this 
month,  -l  tranfmit  to  both  Houfes  thofe  in{lni6lions  to  and  dif- 
patches  from  the  envoys  extraordinary  ^f  the  United  Slates  to  the 
French  republic,  which  were  mentioned  in  my  meflage  of  the 
19th  of  March  laft,  omitting  only  fomc  names>  and  a  few  ex-' 
preilions  dcfcriptive  of  the  perfons. 

I  rcqueft  that  they  may  be  confidered  in  confidence, 'tmti!  the 
members  of  Congrefs  arc  fully  poiFeifcd  of  their  contents,  anil 
fhall  have  had  opportunity  to  deliberate  on  the  confcqiicnoes  of 
their  publication  ;  after  which  time  I  fubmit  them  td  your  wif- 
dom. 

John  Adams. 
United  Stata J  Jpril  ^d^  '798- 


Jnfiruflions  to  Charles  Cotefivorth  Pinchtcyj  Join  MarJbalU  ^ 
Elbridge  Gerry^  Ejivoys  Extraordinary  avd  Mimft&s  Plcni' 
potcntiary  to  the  French  Republicy  referred  to  in  the  Afeffage  y 
the  Prcjidcnt  of  the  United  States^  of  the  ^d  JpriL 

Gentlemen,  Department  cf  State^  July  15,  1797' 

IT  is   known  to  you,   that  the  people  of  the  United  StaW 
of  America  entertained   a  warm   and  fmccre  affedion  ifnt  the 
people  of   France,    ever  fiuce  their  arms  were   united  in  the 
ivar  with  Great  Britain,  which  ended  in  the  full  and  fortntl 
acknowledgment  of   the    independence  of   thcfc  ftates.     It  * 
Iinown  to  you  that  this  aftc^ilion  was  ardent,  when  the  Fr«tich 
determined  to  reform  their  government  and.edablifti  it  on  the 
ba(is  of  liberty  ;  that  liberty  in  which   the  people  of  the  United 
States   were  born,    and   which,    in  the  conclufion  of  the  ^f^ 
above  mentioned,  was  finally  and  firmly  fecured.     It  is  kno'^tt 
to  you,  that  this  aiFeciion  rofe   to  enthufiafm,   when  the  ^'^ 
was  kindled  between  France  and  the  powers  of  Europe,  wb'^ 
were  combined  againd  her  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  reftofittf 
the  monarchy ;  and  every  where  vows  were  heard  foe  the  f**^ 
cefs  of  the  French  arms.     Yet,  during  this  period,  France  ^* 
prciTiid  nu  wiih  that  the  United  States   (hopid  depart  from  tli^'^ 
ntutrality.     And  while  no  duty :  required  us  to  enter  into    ^^ 
war    and  our  beft  interefts   urged  us  to  remain  at  peace,  tl>^ 
government  determined  to  take  a  neutral  ftation  ;  which  hcit^^ 
taken,  ihe  duties  of  an  impartial  neutrality  became  indifpcnfibl^ 

binding:* 
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tending*  Hence  the  government  early  proclaimed  to  our  crtizetid 
tk  nature  of  thofe  duties,  and  the  con(equences  of  their  violation. 
The  minifler  of  France,  Mr^  Genet,  who  arrived  about  this 
time,  by  his  public  declaration,  confirmed  the  idea,  that  France 
didnotdefire  us  to  quit  the  ground  we  had  taken.  His  meafures, 
lumerer,  were  calculated  to  deftroy  our  neutrality,  and  to  draw  ua 
into  the  war. 

Tbt principles  of  the  proclamation  of  neutrality,  founded  on 
llie  law  of  nations,  which  is  the  law  of  the  land,  were  afterwards 
IKognifed  by  the  national  legiflature,  and  the  obfervance  of  .them 
caibrced  by  fpeciiic  penalties,  in  the  ad  of  Congrefs,  palTcd  the 
Cthof  June  1794.  By  thefc  principles  and  laws,  the  a£ls  of  the 
uccutive,  and  the  deciGons  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States^ 
VQtrfcgulated. 

A|overnment  thus  fair  and  upright  in  its  principles,  and  juft 
and  impartial  in  its  condudl,  might  have  confidently  hoped  to  be 
iccQreagainft  formal  ofScial  cenfure:  but  the  United  States  have 
Bot  been  fo  fortunate.  The  ads  of  their  government,  in  its 
TarioQS  branches,  though  pure  in  principle  and  impartial  ia 
operation,  and  conformable  to  their  indifpenfable  rights  of  fove^ 
RJgDty,  have  been  afTigncd  as  the  caufe  of  the  ofFenfive  and  in- 
Jiirious  meafures  of  the  French  republic.  For  proofs  of  the  for- 
mer all  the  ads  of  the  government  may  be  vouched;  while  the 
ifperiions  fo  freely  uttered  by  the  French  minifters,  the  refufal  to 
w  the  minifler  of  (he  United  States,  fpecially  charged  to  enter 
ooamicable  difcuflions  on  all  the  topics  of  complaint,  the  decrees 
of  the  Executive  Diredory  and  of  their  agents,  the  depredations 
^.oor  commerce,  and  the  violence  againfl  the  perfons  of  our 
^'zcDS,  are  evidences  of  the  latter.  Thefe  injuries  and  depre- 
teens  will  conflitute  an  important  fuhjed  of  your  difcullions 
^  the  government  of  the  French  republic;  and  for  all  thefe 
WiQigs  you  will  feek  redrefs. 

Iniefped  to  the  depredations  on  our  commcccc,  the  principal 

objefis  will  be,' to  agree  to  an   equitable   mode  of  examining 

M  deciding  the  claims  of  our  citizens,  and  the   manner  and 

Kriods  of  making  them  compcnfation.     As   to  the  firll,    the 

'^Knth  article  of  the  Britifh,  and  the  twenty-firft  of  the  SpaniQi 

Jj^f.  prefent  approved  precedents  to  be  adopted  with  France. 

*^  propofal  made  of  adjufling  thofe  claims  by  commiflioners 

^Pp^nted  OD  each  (ide,  is  fo  perfedly  fair,  wc  cannot  imagine  it  will 

■c  refufed.     But  when  the  claims  are  adjufted,  if  payment  in  fpccio 

^lUK  be  obtained,  it  may  be  found  neccil'ary  to  agree,  in  behalf 

^  our  citizens,  that  they  (hall  accept  public  fecuriiies  payable 

^Hb  intercft  at  fuch   periods  as  the  ilale  of  the  French  finances 

™>ft render  pradicable.     Thefe  periods  you  will  ciuicuvour,  as 

*^aspoffible,  to  fhorten. 

Not  only  the  recent  depredations  under  colour  of  ihc  decrees  of 

Vol.  Vn.  Z  \Vv^ 
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Ae  Direftorjr,  of  the  ad  of  July  1796,  and  the  id  of  ManfeS 
1797,  or  under  the  decrees  of  their  agents^  or  the  illegal  fen^- ^ 
tcnces  of  their  tribunals,  but  all  prior  ones,  not  already  fatisfiac 
torily  adjuftedy  fiiould  be  put  in  this  equitable  train  of  lettlemenl 
To  cancel  many,  or  all  of  the  lad-mentioned  claims,  might 
the  eflfed  of  the  decree  of  the  Executive  Direftory  of  the  2d 
March  laft,  concerning  the  decree  of  the  9th  of  May  T793:  bi 
this  being  an  ex  poft  faffo  regulation,  as  well  as  a  violation  of 
treaty  between  the  L-nited  States  and  France,  cannot  be  obligate] 
on  the  former.     Indeed,  the  greater  part,  probably  nearly  all  tl 
captures  and  confifcations  in  queftion,  have  been  committed 
dired  violation  of  that  treatv,  or  of  the  law  of  nations, 
the  injuries  arifing  from  the  capture  of  enemies  property  L 
veflels  of  the  United  States  may  not  be  very  extenfive ;  and  if 
fuch  captured  property  the  French  government  will,  hgreeably 
the  law  of  nations,  pay  the  freight  and  reafonable  demurrage,  y/r^ 
ftall  not  on  this  account  any  farther  contend.     But  of  fliip  timber 
and  naval  (lores  taken  and  confifcated  by  the  French,  they  ougfaf 
to  pay  the  full  value ;  becaufe  our  citizens  continued  their  traffic 
in  thofe  articles  under  the  faith  of  the  treaty  with  France.     On 
thefe  two  points  we  ought  to  exped  that  the  French  govemment 
will  not  refufe  to  do  juiHce :  and  the  more  becaufe  it  has  not,  at 
any  period  of  the  w*ar,  expreflcd  its  defire  that  the  commercial 
treaty  (hould  in  this  refpedi  be  altered. 

Befldes  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  depredations  on  their  pro- 
pcrty,  there  are  many  ariflng  from  exprefs  contrads  made  widi 
the  French  government,  or  its  agents,  or  founded  on  the  feizuie 
of  their  property  in  French  ports.  Other  claims  have  arifen 
from  the  long  detention  of  a  multitude  of  our  veflels  in  the  porta 
of  France.  The  wrong  hereby  done  to  our  citizens  was  acknow* 
Icdged  by  the  French  government,  and  in  fome,  perhaps  in  moft 
of  the  cafes,  fmall  payments  towards  indemnifications  have  been 
made  :  the  rcfidue  (iiil  remains  to  be  claimed. 

All  thcfe  jufl  demands  of  our  citizens  will  merit  your  attention. 
The  bcil  pollihle  means  of  compenfation  muft  be  attempted. 
Thefe  will  depend  on  what  you  (hall  difcover  to  be  pradicable  in 
relation  to  the  French  finances.  But  an  exception  muft  be  made 
In  refpeA  to  debts  due  to  our  citizens  by  the  contrails  of  the 
French  government  and  its  agents,  if  they  are  comprehended  in 
any  (lipulation;  and  an  option  referved  to  them,  jointly  or  indi- 
vidually, either  to  accept  the  means  of  payment  which  you  (hall 
iUpulatc,  or  refort  to  the  French  government  diredly  for  the  fiil-> 
filment  of  its  contrafts. 

Although  the  reparation  for  lofTes  fuftained  by  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  in  confequence  of  irregular  or  illegal  captures 
or  condemnations,  or  forcible  feizures  or  detentions,  is  of  y/trf' 
high  importance,  and  is  to  be  imprefled  with  the  grcatelt  earned^ 

neff^ 
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Mfi,  jret  it  »  not  to  be  infiftedon  as  an  indifpeofable  condition  of 
the  fnopofcd  treaty.  You  are  not,  however>  to  renounce  thefe 
difflii  of  our  citizensv  nor  to  ftipulate  that  they  be  afFuined  by 
the  United  States  as  a  loan  to  the  French  government. 

Ib  refped  to  the  alterations  of  the  commercial  treaty  with 
Fnoce,  in  the  two  cafes  which  have  been  principal  fubje£ls  of 
complaint  on  her  part,  viz*  enemies  property  in  neutral  ihips, 
•ad  the  articles  contraband  of  war ;  although  Fhince  can  have  no 
tight  toclaim  the  annulling  of  ftipulations  at  the  moment  when 
.  bj  both  parties  they  were  originally  intended  to  operate;  yet  if 
the  French  government  prefs  tor  alterations,  the  Prefident  has  no 
Mcolty  in  fubftituting  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  a» 
flitedinche  17th  and  i8th  articles  of  our  commercial  treaty  with 
Gnst  Britain^  to  thofe  of  the  23d  and  24th  articles  of  our  com-  • 
ttrdal  treaty  T  and  in  refpe^l  to  proviflons,  and  other  articles  not 
siiully  deemed  coatraband,  you  are  to  agree  only  on  a  temporary 
compromife,  like  that  in  the  i8th  article  of  the  Britifii  treaty-, 
1     odof  the  fame  duration.     If^  however,  in  order  to  fatisfy  France, 
Mv  flie  is  at  war,  we  change  the  two  important  articles  before 
MNioned,  then  the  14th  article  of  the  French  treaty,  which  fub- 
jidi die  property  of  the  neutral  nation  found  on  board  enemies 
Aifs  to  capture  and  condemnation,  mud  of  courfe  be  aboliihed. 

Wc  have  witneiTcd  fo  many  erroneous  conftrudions  of  the 
tttttjwith  France,  even  in  its  plaineft  parts,  it  will  be  ncceflfary 
tsmmiiie  every  article  critically,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing, 
Miiris  htiman  wifdom  can  prevent,  all  future  mifinterpretations. 
Thrkiiid  of  documents  neceifary  for  the  protedion  of  the  neutral 
vtfebflKmld  be  enumerated,  and  minutely  defcribed  ;  the  cafes  in 
vUch  a  fea-letter  ihould  be  required  may  be  fpecified  ;  the  want 
rf  a  fea-letter  (hould  not  of  itfelf  be  a  caufe  of  confifcation, 
Here  other  reafonable  proof  of  property  is  produced ;  and  where 
(Kb  proof  is  furniihed,  the  want  of  a  fea-letter  (hould  go  no  fur* 
fbflrthan  to  fave  the  captor  from  damages  for  detaining  and  bring* 
i^  i»  the  neutral  veffel.     The  proportions  of  the  veflbrs  crew 
vhickmay  be  foreigners,  (hould  be  agreed  on.     Perhaps  it  will  be 
ctpdient  to  introduce  divers  other  regulations  conformably  to  tho 
■•iac  laws  of  France.     Whenever  thcfe  are  to  operate  on  the 
fionaierot  of  the  United  States,  our  fafety  requires,  that,  as  far 
^poAible,  they  be  fixed  by  treaty.     And  it  will  be  dcfirable  to 
fi|nlstc  againft  any  ix  foft  faeio  laws  or  regulation,  under  any 
fraence  whatever. 

Great  Britain  has  often  claimed  a  right,  and  pra£lifed  upon  it, 

to  prohibit  neutral  nations  carrying  on  a  commerce  with  her  ene- 

arics  which  had  not  been  allowed  in  time  of  peace.     On  this 

head  it  will  be  defirable  to  come  to  an  explicit  undcrftan^ing  with 

Fninoe;  and>  if  polTible,  to  obviate  the  claini  by  an  exprefs  fti- 

pulation. 
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Such  extreme  depredations  have  been  committed  on'thecommex 
of  neutrals,  and  efpecially  on  the  Uni^  States,  by  the  citizens 
France,  under  pretence  that  her  e  nemies(  particularly  Great  Brita.i 
have  done  the  fame  things,  it  will  be  defirable  to  have  it  explicrii 
(lipula.ted,  that  the  condu£l  of  an  enemy  towards  a  neutral  p(»*«w 
fhall  not  authorize  or  excufe  the  other  belligerent  power  in  ai 
departure  from  the  law  of  nations,  or  the  ftipulations  of  tl 
treaty :  efpecially  that  the  veifels  of  the  neutral  nation  (hall  nevn 
be  captured  or  detained,  or  their  property  confifcated  or  injaro 
becaufe  bound  to  or  from  an  enemy's  port,  except  the  cafe  of 
blockaded  port,  the  entering  into  which  may  be  prevented  accord 
ing  to  the  known  rule  of  the  law  of  nations;  And  it  may  be  ex 
pedient  to  define  a  blockaded  place  or  port  to  be  one  adually  in 
^  vefted  by  land  or  naval  forces,  or  both  ;  and  that  no  declaration  ol 
a  blockade  (hall  have  any  eiFeA  without  fuch  adual  inveftment. 
And  no  commercial  right  whatever  (hall  be  abandoned  which  is 
fecured  to  neutral  powers  by  the  European  law  of  nations* 

The  foregoing  articles  being  thofc  which  the  French  govern* 
snent  has  made  the  odenfible  grounds  of  its  principal  compliintSi 
'they  have  naturally  been  fird  brought  to  view.  But  the  propofd 
alterations  and  arrangements  fugged  the  propriety  of  revifmg  sU 
our  treaties  with  France.  In  fuch .  revifion,  the  firft  objed  thai 
'  will  attraft  your  attention  is,  the  reciprocal  guarantee  in  the  iiA 
article  of  the  treaty  of  alliance.  The  guarantee  we  arc  perfeftlj 
willing  to  renounce.  The  guarantee  by  France  of  the  libcrtyj 
fovereignty,  and  independence  of  the  United  States,  will  w 
nothing  to  our  fecurity,  while,  on  the  contrary,  our  guarantee  ol 
the  polfeflions  of  France  in  America  will  perpetually  expofcust* 
the  rifle  and  expenfe  of  war,  or  to  difputes  and  queftions  concern 
ing  our  national  faith. 

When  Mr.  Genet  was  fent  as  the  minifter  of  the  French  ^ 

public  to  the  United  States,  its  fttuation  was  embarrafled,  and  tt 

fuccefs  of  its  meafures  problematical.     In  fuch  circumftancci 

was  natural  that  France  ihould  turn  her-eye  to  the  mutual  guar^* 

tee  ;  and  accordinL;ly  it  was  required,  in  Mr.  Genet's  inftrudiO< 

to  be  *'  an  cflcntial  claufc  in  the  new  treaty,"  which  he  wai^ 

propofe  ;  and  on  the  ground,  that  "  it  nearly  concerned  the  pc^ 

and  prpfperity  of  the  French  nation,  that  a  people,  whofe  ^ 

fourccs  increafe  beyond  all  calculation,  and  whom  nature  fc 

placed  fo  near  their  rich  colonics,  fhould  become  interefted  by  ib^ 

own  engagements  in  the  prcfervaiion  of  thofe  iflands.'*     Bu^ 

this  limq,  France,  powerful  by  her  viftories,  and  fecure  in  I" 

triumphs,  may  lefs  regard  the  reciprocal  guarantee  with  theUnif 

States,  and  be  willing  to  rclinquiOi  it.     As  a  fubditute  for  the  r 

riprocal  guarantee,  may  be  propofed  a  mutual  renunciation  of  tl 

fame  territories  and  pofTefljons  that  were  fubjedls  of  the  guarant* 

and  renunciation  in  the  6th  and  nth  articles  pf  the  treaty  of  all 
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.  ^  Such  a  rcrmnciatibn  on  our  part,  would  obviate  the  rcafon 
led  in  the  inftru6lion  to  Mr.  Genet  before  cited,  of  future 
cr  from  the  rapidly  growing  power  of  the  United  States* 
f  France  infifls  on  the  mutual  guarantee,  it  will  be  neceflary 
B  at  feme  modification  of  it. 

ie  exifting  engagement  is  of  that  kind,  which,  by  writers  on 
bw  of  nations,  is  called  a  general  guarantee ;  of  courfc 
foederis  can  never  except  in  a  defenfive  war.  The  nature  of 
Migation  is  underRood  to  be,  that,  when  a  war  really  and 
defenfive  exifts,  the  engaging  nation  is  bound  to  furnifh  an 
ual  and  adequate  defence  in  co-operatiofn  with  the  power  at- 
d:  whence  it  follows,  that  the  nation  may  be  required,  in 
circumliances,  to  bring  forward  its  whole  force.  The 
t  and  extent  of  the  fuccours  demandable  not  being  afcer- 
d,  engagements  of  this  kind  are  dangerous  on  account  of 
uncertainty :  there  is  always  hazard  of  doing  too  much  or 
ittle,  and  of  courfe  of  being  involved  in  involuntary  rupture* 
lecific  fuccours  have  the  advantage  of  certaiii(y,  and  are  lefs 
;  to  ocC&lion  war.  On  the  other  hand,  a  general  guarantee 
n  a  latitude  for  the  exercife  of  judgment  and  difcretion. 
Bthe  part  of  the  United  States,  inftead  of  troops  or  fhips  of 
it  will  be  convenient  to  (lipulate  for  a  moderate  fum  of 
sy or  quantity  of  providons,  at  the  option  of  France:  the 
fions  to  be  delivered  at  our  own  ports,  in  any  future  defenfive 
•  The  fum  of  money,  or  its  value  in  provifions,  ought  not 
(Ceed  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars  a  year,  during  any  fuch 
.  The  reciprocal  ftipulation  on  the  part  of  France  may  be 
roifli  annually  the  like  fum  of  money,  or  an  equivalent  in 
ary  (lores  and  clothing  for  troops,  at  the  option  of  the  United 
f,  to  be  delivered  in  the  ports  of  France, 
rticular  caution,  however,  muft  be  ufed,  in  difcufTing  this 
6Lj  not  to  admit  any  claims  on  the  ground  of  the  guarantee 
lation  to  the  exifting  war ;  as  we  do  not  allow  that  the  cajus 
is  applies  to  it.  And  if  the  war  ihould  continue  after  your 
il.ih  France,  and  the  queftion  of  the  guarantee  fhould  not 
entioned  on  her  part,  you  may  yourfclvcs  be  Hlent  on  the 
fi,  if  you  deem  it  mofl  prudent. 

will  be  proper  here  to  notice  fuch  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
)f  and  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  France,  as 
been  differently  conftrued  by  the  two  governments,  or  which 
ly  be  expedient  to  amend  or  explain, 

rticic  2.  The  aifent  of  the  United  States,  in  their  treaty  with 
tt.Britain,  to  the  doftrine  of  the  law  of  nations  refpefting 
lies  property  in  neutral  (hips,  and  ihip  timber  and  naval  (lores, 
in  fome  cafes,  provifions,  as  contraband  of  war,  the  French 
tntnent  has  chofcn  to  confider  as  a  voluntary  grant  of  favours, 
ffpcd  to  commerce  and  navigation^  to  Great  Britain,  and 
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that  confequently  the  fame  favours  have  become  common  tor 
France.  1  his  conftrudion  is  To  foreign  from  our  ideas  of  the 
meaning  ami  dcfign  of  this  article,  it  (hows  the  neceility  of  ib- 
viewing  all  the  articles,  and,  however  clear  they  may  appear,  of 
attempting  to  obviate  future  mifcon(lru£lions  by  declaratory  ck« 
planaiionsy  or  a  change  of  terms. 

Article  5  France  has  repeatedly  contended,  that  the  impofition 
€>{  50  per  cent*  per  ton  on  French  veflels  arriving  in  the  United 
Stales,  is  contrary  to  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty.  The  argument 
in  fupport  of  this  pretenfion  is  unknown  ;  but  it  is  prefumed  to 
be  unfounded*  The  reciprocal  right  of  laying  *'  duties  or  im- 
jpofts  of  what  nature  foever,"  -equal  to  thofe  impofed  on  the  moft 
iavotired  nations,  and  without  any  other  re(lri£lions,  feems  to  be 
clearly  fettled  by  the  3d  and  4th  articles.  The  5th  article  appears 
fo  have  been  intended  merely  to  define  and  qualify  the  rights  cC 
American  veflfels  in  France.  It  is  however  deflrable  that  the  queftiOA 
be  underflood,  and  all  doubts  concerning  it  removed.  But  the  in* 
trodu£lion  of  a  principle  of  difcrimination  between  the  veflcbof 
different  foreign  nations,  and  in  derogation  of  the  powers  of  Con- 
grcfs  to  raifc  revenue  by  uniform  duties  on  any  obje£t5  whatever^ 
cannot  be  hazarded.  The  naturalization  of  French  veflels  willof 
courfc  be  confidered  as  inadmifTiblc. 

Article  8.  The  ftipulution  of  doing  us  good  offices,  to  ftcurt 
peace  to  the  United  States  with  the  Barbary  powers,  has  nefer 
yet  procured  us  any  advantage.  If,  therefore,  the  French  go* 
vernment  lays  any  flrefs  on  this  (lipulation,  as  authorizing  a  claim 
for  fome  other  engagements  from  us  in  favour  of  France,  it  may 
be  abandoned  ;  and  efpecially  if  its  abrogation  can  be  applied  ts  a 
fct-off  againfl  fome  exiding  French  claim. 

Article  14.  if  the  alterations  already  propofed  are  made  in  the 
23d  and  24Th  articles,  then  the  14th  article,  as  before  obferved^ 
snuft  be  abolifhed. 

Article  17,  The  con(lru£lion  put  on  this  article  by  the  govcni« 
ment  of  the  United  States  is  conceived  to  be  reafonable  and  juft^ 
and  is  therefore  to  he  infifled  on.  The  tribunals  of  the  refpcAiviB 
countries  will  confequently  be  juflified  in  taking  cognifance  of  all 
captures  made  within  their  refpedive  jurifdidions,  or  by  illegiA 
privateers  ;  and  thofe  of  one  country  will  be  deemed  illegal  whicli 
are  fitted  out  in  the  coimtry  of  the  other  remaining  neutral :  feo« 
ing,  to  permit  fnch  arming  would  violate  the  neutral  duties  of  tbo 
latter. 

It  will  be  expedient  to  fix  explicitly  the  reception  to  be  given  to 
public  fhips  of  war  of  all  nations.  The  French  minifters  havo 
demanded,  that  the  public  fhips  of  the  enemies  of  France,  which 
at  any  time,  and  in  any  part  of  the  world,  had  made  prize  of  a 
French  veil'el,  fhould  be  excluded  from  the  ports  of  the  United 
iSutes,  and  although  they  brought  in  no  prize  with  them.     In 

oppolition 
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oppofition  to  this  demandy  we  have  contended  that  they  were  to 
ke  aclixfed  only  when  they  came  in  with  French  prizes.  And 
the  kind  of  afylum  to  be  afforded,  in  all  other  circumftances,  it 
defeiibed  in  Mr.  JeiFerfon's  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond,  dated  the 
9th of  September  I793»  in  the  following  words :  **  Thus,  then, 
tiiepoblic  Oiips  of  war  of  both  nations  (EngIKh  and  French) 
Cfljoya  perfe£t  equality  in  otir  ports;  ift,  in  cafes  of  urgent  ne- 
aA\j\  ad,  in  cafes  of  comfort  and  convenience  ;  and  3d,  in  the 
due  they  choofe  to  continue."  And  fuch  ihelter  and  accommo- 
darion  are  due  to  the  public  (hips  of  ail  nations,  on  the  principle  oE 
kofeitality  among  friendly  nations. 

It  will  alfo  be  expedient  explicitly  to  declare,  that  the  right  of 
ifjhffl  (lipulated  for  the  armed  veflels  of  France  and  their  prizes 
pm  no  right  to  make  fale  of  thofe  prizes. 

But  when  prize  (hips  are  fo  difabled  as  to  be  incapable  of  put" 

liBgto  fea  again  until  refitted,  and  when  they  arc  utterly  difabled, 

•    kmt  provi(ion  is  neceifary  relative  to  their  cargoes.     Both  cnfcs 

Mconed  lad  year.     The  government  permitted,  though  with  hc- 

buioii  and  caution,  the  cargoes  to  be  unloaded,  one  of  the  vef^ 

i^to  be  repaired,  and  part  of  the  pri^e  goods  fold,  to  pay  for  th(> 

Ifiin;  and  the  cargo  of  the  vciTcl  that  was  found  uniit  ever  to 

to  to  fea  again  was  allowed  to  be  exported  as  prize  goods  even 

miratnl  bottoms.     The  doubts  on  thefc  occafions  arofe  from 

llieS4th  article  of  the  Briti(b  treaty,  forbidding  the  falc  of  tl:e 

piles  of  privateers,  or  the  exchanging  of  the  fame  in  any  man- 

Otrwhatever*     But  as  French  prizes  were  entitled  to  an  afyluin 

in  oar  ports,  it  was  conceive<i  to  be  a  rcafonable  conflruflion 

of  it  to  allow  of  fuch  proceedings  as  thofe  above  mentioned,  to 

peventthe  total  lofs  of  vcflTels  and  cargoes.     The  25th  article  of 

At Britiih  treaty  demands  attention  ;  and  it  is  therein  (lipulatcd, 

tht  no  future  treaty  (hall  be  made  that  (hall  be  inconfiflent  with 

Alt  or  the  24th  article.     Another  doubt  arofc,  whether  the  Bri- 

ti(h  treaty  did  not,  in  good  faith,  require  the  prohibition  of  the 

liilcof  prizes  made  by  the  national  inips  of  France,  as  well  as 

of  titofe  made  by  her  privateers  ;  efpecially  feeing  our  treaty  with 

Fnuice  gave  her  no  right  to  fell  any  prizes  whatever  ;  but  upon 

Ac  whole  it  was  conceived,  that  the  United  States,  having  before 

allowed  the  fale  of  fuch  prizes,  and  the  prohibitions  in  the  24th 

article  of  the  treaty  being  diflinftly  pointed  againlt  the  fale  of  the 

prizes  of  privateers,  it  was  thought  proper  to  permit  the  former 

piadice  to  continue,  until  the  Executive  (houid  make  and  publiih 

•  prohibition  of  the  fale  of  all  prizes,  or  that  Congrefs  Ihouid  pafs 

a  prohibitory  law. 

Article  22.     If,  in  new-modelling  the  treaty  with  France,  the 

total  prohibition  of  the  fale  of  prizes  in  the  ports  of  the  party 

mnining  neutral  (houid  not  be  agreed  on,  at  leall  the  right  of 

MCh  power  to  make  at  its  pleafurc  fuch  prohibition,  whether 
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they  are  prizes  of  national  (hips  or  privateers,  fiiould  be  ackn(»^ 
ledgcd  for  the  reafon  more  than  once  fug^etled — to  prevenc 
repetition  of  claims  upon  unfounded  conftru^iions  ;  fuch  as  unc 
the  prefent  article,  that  a  prohibi;ion  to  an  enemy  of  either  psij 
is  a  grunt  to  the  other  of  the  thing  forbidden <  i 

Articles  23  and  24.  Thcfc  have  been  already  confidcred^  st. 
the  alterations  propofcd  have  been  mentioned. 

There  have  been  fo  many  unjud  caufcs  and  pretences  a(Gg^« 
for  capturing  and  confifcating  American  vcflels,  it  may  pei^j 
be  impoITibie  to  guard  againd  a  repetition  of  them  in  any  treai 
vhich  can  be  devifcd.  To  flate  the  caufcs  and  pretences  th; 
have  been  already  advanced  by  the  government  of  France,  ii 
agents  and  tribunals,  as  the  grounds  of  the  capture  and  condempi 
tion  of  American  veflcis  and  cargoes,  would  doubilcfs  give  paii 
to  any  ingenuous  mind  who  (hould  be  employed  on  the  part  0 
France  to  negotiate  another  treaty,  or  a  modification  of  the  trea- 
ties which  exid.  It  is  not  dcfired,  therefore,  to  go  farther  inu 
detail  on  thcfc  matters,  than  (hall  be  ncceifary  to  guard  by  explicii 
{lipulations  againd  future  mifcondrudions,  and  the  mifchiefs  thff] 
will  naturally  produce. 

Under  pretence  that  certain  ports  were  furrendercd  to  the  Eng- 
Ii(h  by  the  treachery  of  iVc  French  and  Dutcli  inhabitants,  ViAp* 
Hugucs  and  Lebas,  the  fpecial  agents  of  the  Executive  Diredorj 
at  Guadaloupe,  have  declared,  that  all  neutral  vcilels  bound  to 
or  from  fiich  ports  (hall  be  good  prize.  ,  , 

Under  the  pretence  that  the  BritiHi  were  taking  all  neutral. vdp 
fcls  bound  to  or  from  French  ports,  the  French  agents  at  St.  D?? 
mingo  (Santhonax  and  others)  decreed,  that  all  American  veffcli 
bound  to  or  from  Englidi  ports  (hould  be  captured;  and  thC) 
have  fince  declared  fuch  captured  veifcls  to  be  good  prize.  Thl 
Freuch  confuls  in  Spain  have,  on  the  fame  ground,  condemtiC 
a  number  of  American  vefTeJs,  merely  becaufe  they  were  deftiti? 
to  or  coming  from  an  Ilngliih  port. 

Under  the  pretence  that  the  fca-lettcrs,  or  paHTports,  prefcri"* 
by  the  commercial  treaty  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  W^ 
ctiants  and  navigators  of  the  two  nations,  to  favc  their  vciR 
from  detention  and  other  vexations,  when  met  with  at  fea^  -' 
prcfenting  fo  clear  a  proof  of  the  property,  are  an  indifpenfab 
document  to  be  found  on  boar'i,  the  French  confifcate  vedfels  <J* 
tituie  of  them,  even  vv  hen  they  acknowledge  the  property  to.  * 
AmcricaiK 

Bccauf'c  liorfcs  and  their  rnilitary  furniture,,  when  dedined  ^ 
any  enemy's  ports,  arc  by  the  24th  article  of  the  commer^fc 
treaty  declared  contraband,  and  as  fuch  by  themfelves  only  liabl 
to  coniifcation,  Hugues  aod  Lcbas  decreed  all  neutral  velfels  h^V 
ing  horfcs  or  any  other  contraband  goods  on  board  (hould  be  gooi 
prize ;  and  ilicy  accordingly  condemned  vcifels  and  cargoes. 

Th 
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The  aacient  ordinances  of  the  French  monarchs  required  z 
rarietyof  papers  to  be  on  board  neutral  vefTels,  the  want  of  any 
OQc  of  which  is  made  a  caufe  of  condemnation ;  although  the  25th 
artideof  the  commercial  treaty  mentions  what  certificates  ihalL 
accompany  the  merchant  veflels  and  cargoes  of  each  party,  and 
wiucli,  by  every  reafonable  conftruSion,  ought  to  give  them  pro- 
tdion. 

It  will  therefore  be  advifable  to  guard  againft  abufes  by  de- 
Ibending  to  particulars,  to  defcribe  the  ihip's  papers  which  (hall 
be  required,  and  to  declare,  that  the  want  of  any  other  ihall  not 
be  a  caufe  for  confifcation  :  to  fix  the  mode  of  manning  veflels 
u  to  the  officers,  and  the  proportion  of  the  crews  who  ihall  be 
citizens ;  endeavouring  to  provide,  in  refpe£l  to  American  vef<« 
fdsjthat  more  than  one  third  may  be  foreigners.  This  provifion 
will  be  important  to  the  fouthern  dates,  which  have  but  few  na- 
tive feamen. 

The  marine  ordinances  of  France  will  (how  what  regulations 
ktTe  been  required  to  be  obferved  by  allies,  as  well  as  neutral 
powers  in  general,  to  afcertain  and  fccure  the  property  of  neut- 
trals.  Some  of  thefe  regulations  may  be  highly  proper  to  be 
adopted,  while  others  may  be  inconvenient  and  burdenfome«  Your 
^ioiwiil  be  to  render  the  documents  and  formalities  as  few  and 
ttfimple  as  will  confifl  with  a  fair  and  regular  commerce.    , 

Articles  25  and  27.     Thefe  two  art'^cjes  Ihould  be  rer»dercd 

conformable  to  each  other.     The  27th  fay;Sj  that,  after  the  cxhi« 

bition  of  the  paflport,  the  veflcl  fliall  be  allowed  to  pa^fs  without 

Qoleftation  or  fearch,  without  giving  her  chafe,  or  forcing  her 

to  quit  her  intended  courfc.     The  25th  requires  that,  bcfidcs  the 

Plffport,  veflels  (hall  be  furnilhed  with  certain  certificates,  whi^li 

^  courfc  mufl  alfo  be  exhibited.     It  will  be  expedient  to  add^ 

^at  if,  in  the  face  of  fuch  evidence,  the  armed  veflel  will  carry 

^he  other  into  port,    and  the  papers  arc  found  conformable  to 

^''caty,  the  captors  (hall  be  condemned  in  all  the  charges,  damages, 

^^dintcrcfts  thereof,  which  they  fhall  have  caufcd.     A  provilioa 

^F  this  nature  is  made  in  the  iith  article  of  our  treaty  wiih  the 

United  Netherlands. 

Article  28*     The  prohibited  goods  here  mentioned  have   no 
*^lation  to  contraband,  but  merely  to  fuch  as  by  the  laws  of  the 
Country  are  forbidden  to  be  exported.     Yet,  in  rlx*  cafe  o(  ex- 
porting horfes  from  Virginia,  which  no  law  proliibiied,  in  the 
'Winter  of  1796,  this  article  was  applied  by  the  French  minifter 
^t>  horfes,  which  by  the   French  treaty  arc  coniraband  of  war. 
^od  a  letter  from  the  minifter  to  Vidor  Hugues  and  Lebas,  in- 
forming them   that  the  American  government  rcfuUd  to  prevent 
fwch  export  of  horfes  by  the  Britifh,  is  made  one  gruiind  for  their 
^ree  above  mentioned. 
Vol.  VII.  A  a  Article 
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TtVtitlb  30.  Tlie^'cfTrfs  of  the  United  States  ought  to  be  : 
mined  into  France  in  jhe  fame  manner  as  the  vcfTels  of  Frat 
i}fe  admitted  into  the  ji^rts  of  the  United  States.  But  fuch  a  i 
pulation  ought  not  to  aiithorize  the  admiffion  of  vcflels  of  cirt 
party  into  the  ports 'Of  the  other,  into  which  the  admi/Iron  of  j 
foreign  veffels  fhallbe  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  France  and  of  tl 
United  States  refpcSively.  With  this  rcftriaion,  the  piinciplt 
cff  the  fifth  sirticfc  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  afford  a  liben 
afnd  unexceptionable  precedent.  A  reftriSion  like  that  here  rcfcrrc 
to  will  be  found  in  the  firtt  paragrajih  of  the  third  article  of  th 
Britifh  treaty. 

The  commerce  to  the  French  colonics  in  the  Eaft  and  Wd 
Indies  will  doubtlefs  be  more  or  lefs  reftri£ted,  according  to  tb 
lifage  of  other  European  nations.  Yet,  on  account  of  the  difa* 
ranged  condition  of  the  French  navigation,  probably  a  larger  lati 
tude  of  trade  with  their  colonies  will  be  readily  permitted  for  t 
term  of  years :  and  perhaps  the  mutual  advantages'thcnce  refultinj 
will  be  found  fo  great  as  to  induce  afterwards  a  prolongation  tf 
fliat  term,  to  whfch  the  courlc  or  habit  of  bufmefs  may  conlri' 
bate. 

While  between  the  United  Slates  and  France  there  (hall  [tihfii 
n  perfeft  reciprocity  in  rcfpeft  to  comnr^crcc,  we  muft  cndci 
vout  td  extend  our  trade  to  her  colonies  to  as  many  articles  * 
poflllfle*  X)f  thefe  the  tooft  important  arc,  provifions  of  all  Wrids 
as  beef,  pork,  flour,  butter,  checfc,  filh,  grain,  pulfe,  live  ftock 
and  every  other  article  ferving  for  food,  which  is  the  produce  <J 
the  country,  horfes,  mules,  timber,  plants,  and  wood  of  all  kind? 
cabinet  ware,  and  other  maniifaftuies  of  the  United  States;  an 
to  obtain  in  return  all  the  articles  of  the  produce  of  thofe  ctiloniC' 
tviihout  exception  ;  at  lead  to  the  value  of  the  cargoes  carried  t 
thofe  colonies. 

There  have  been  different  conftruftions  of  the  confular  convcr 
tion.  The  French  have  contended  for  the  execution  of  theii'arf' 
fular  dccilions  by  the  marfhal  or  other  officer  of  the  United  SfattS 
and  their  "minllter  of  juflice  has  formally  ftated,  in  a  rcpoft  to  th 
minifler  of  foreign  affairs,  that  the  judicial  fentenccs  of  the  AmC 
f  ican  confuls  in  France  will  be  executed  by  certain  officers  of  jui 
tlCc  in  that  country.  The  legal  opinion  of  the  law  officers  ot  tk 
United  States,  which  the  government  had  adopted,  oppofes  fat 
a  conllruaion.  The  French  have  alfo  contended,  that  deferter 
from  French  vciTels  ought  to  be  apprehended  by  the  judicial  offi 
cers  of  the  United  States,  upon  other  evidence  than  the  origim 
fhipping  paper,  or  role  d*equtp:jge  ;  whereas  the  diftridl  judge 
have  infilled,  that  the  coafular  cc?nvention  requires  the  origins 
roll  to  be  produced.  This  claim  was  lately  revived  by  the  confo 
general  of  the  French  Republict     The  correfpondcnce  on  ih 
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on  wiU  be  joined  to  the  other  documeDts  which  accompany 
inftru£lions» 

J  United  States  cannot  confent  to  the  ercfliiig  of  foreiga 
lis  uitiiin  their  jiirlfdiiflion.  Wc  ccnfidcr  the  judicial  au- 
of  confulsy  as  defcribcJ  in  the  confular  convention,  to  be 
iry,  oot  compuliuryK  in  the  country  where  they  rciidc;  and 
cir  decifions,  if  not  obeyed  by  the  parties*refpe£live]y>  mul^ 
urced  by  the  laws  of  their  proper  country  :  and  fucb  a  provi- 
3U  will  fee  has  been  made  in  France,  where  a  penalty  of 
vres  is  impofcd  oo  the  citi^n  who  refufcs  obedience  to  a 
rdecifion  in  a  foreign  (late. 

coofubr  coullitution  will  expire  in  about  four  years  ;  and 
;reat  difficulties  arife  in  the  fettling  the  terms  of  a  new  one, 
iich  exifls  muil  take  its  courfe ;  but  if  the  French  govern- 
lould  be  filent  on  tlie  fubjedt  of  a  confular  convention, 
nay  be  obfcrved  on  our  part. 

ports  of  the  United  States  being  frequented  by  the  veiTcIs 
rent  belligerent  powers,  it  became  neceflfary  to  regulatp 
es  of  their  failing.  The  Prefident,  therefore,  adopted 
as  underftood  to  be  the  received  rule  in  Europe  ;  and  or* 
hat  after  the  failing  of  a  veifel  of  one  of  the  belligerent 
twenty-four  hours  fliould  elapfe  before  ap  armed  vcflcl 
c;iny  of  the  former  fliouId  fct  faiU  This  rule  has  not  beca 
pedicd  by  the  armed  velllls  of  France  and  Great  Britain, 
c  tranquillity  of  the  United  Statqf  requires  that  no  hoftile 
:nts  be  commenced  within  their  jurifdiclion,  and  the  inte- 
commerce  demand  an  entire  freedom  to  the  departure  of 
rom  their  ports,  it  may  be  expedient  exprefsly  to  recog- 
;  above  mentioned  rule. 

U  alfo  be  expeciicnt  to  agree  on  the  extent  of  territorial 
ion  on  the  fca-coad,  and  in  what  fituation  hays  and  founds 
laid  to  be  land-locked,  and  within  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
D  of  the  adjacent  country. 

ic  fuppofition  that  a  treaty  will  be  negotiated  to  alter  and 
he  treaties  which  now  cxifi  between  France  and  the  United 
he  following  lea<Iing  principles,  to  govern  the  negotiation, 
oiiied : 

onfcious  integrity  authorizes  the  government  to  infift,  that 
ae  or  cenfure  be  dircdlly  or  indireclly  imputed  to  the 
Stages.  But,  on  tlic  other  hand,  however  exceptionable 
lew  of  our  own  government,  and  in  the  eyes  ot  an  im- 
vorld,  may  have  been  the  conduft  of  France,  yet  (he  may 
Uing  to  acknowlcdi^e  any  aggreffions,  and  we  do  not  wilh 
dher  feelings  or  to  excite  refentment.  It  will,  therefore, 
p  adopt  on  this  point  the  principle  of  the  nritllh  treaty, 
^rfQioate  our  differences  in  fuch  manner,  as,  without  rc^ 
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fcrring  to  the  merits^  our  refpedive  complaints  and  pretenfion 
may  be  the  bed  calculated  to  produce  mutual  iatisfadion  and  goc 
underftanding." 

2.  That  no  aid  be  ftipubtcd  in  favour  of  France  during  the  pr< 
fent  war. 

3.  That  no  engagements  be  made  inconfiftent  with  the  obligs 
tions  of  any  prior  treaty. 

4.  That  no  redraint  on  our  lawful  commerce  with  any  othi 
nation  be  admitted. 

5.  That  no  flipulation  be  made,  under  colour  of  which  tc 
bunals  can  be  eftablifhed  wiihin  our  jurifdiAion,  or  perfonal  pr 
Vileges  claimed  by  French  citizens,  incompatable  with  the  coft 
plete  fovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States  in  matte 
of  policy,  commerce,  and  government. 

It  will  be  expedient  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  treaty  to  a  ten 
of  from  ten  to  twenty  years.  Such  changes  in  the  circumftanc^ 
of  the  two  parties  are  likely  to  happen  within  either  of  thofc  fi 
riods,  as  to  give  one  or  both  good  reafon  to  defire  a  change  in  tt 
conditions  of  the  treaty.  From  this  limitation  may  be  exce^ 
fuch  articles  as  are  declaratory  of  a  (late  of  peace,  or  as  are  ii 
tended  to  regulate  the  condudl  of  the  two  nations  at  the  cons 
xnencement  of,  or  during  a  (late  of  war,  or  which  are  founded  i 
morality  and  juflice,  and  are  in  their  nature  of  perpetual  obligi 
tion.  Of  this  kind  may  be  confidered  the  loth  article  of  tl 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  ;  which  therefore  may  very  properly  I 
introduced  into  the  treaty  with  France. 

Finally,  the  great  objeft  of  the  government  being  to  do  juftk 
to  France  and  her  citizens,  if  in  any  thing  we  have  injured  thcni 
to  obtain  juftice  for  the  multiplied  injuries  they  have  commits 
againft  us.;  and  to  preferve  peace  ;  your  ftyle  and  manner  of  pr< 
ceeding  will  be  fuch  as  (hall  moft  direftly  tend  to  fecure  the 
objcdls.,  There  may  be  fuch  a  change  of  men  and  meafures 
France  as  will  authorize,  perhaps  render  politic,  the  ufe  of  ftroi 
language,  in  defcribing  the  treatment  we  have  received.  Oiti 
other  hand,  the  French  government  may  be  determined  to  frt 
trate  the  negotiation,  and  throw  the  odium  on  this  country"; 
which  cafe,  any  thing  like  warmth  and  har(hnefs  would  be  mi 
the  pretext.  If  things  remain  in  their  prefent  fituation,  the  ft 
of  reprefentatipn  will. unite,  as  much  as  poffible,  calm  dign 
with  (implicity,  force  of  fientimcnt  with  mildncfs  of  languiq 
and  be  calculated  to  imprefs  an  idea  of  inflexible  perfevefan 
rather  than  of  diftruft  or  confidence. 

With  thefe  inllruflions  you  will  receive  the  following  do 
ments  : 

I.  The  printed  (late  papers,  containing  the  correfpondence 
tween  the  fccretary  of  (late  and  the  French  minifter,  Mr.  Gene 
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5.  The  letter  dated  January  i6th,  1797,  from  the  fccDettrf 
of  (bte  to  General  Pinckney^  and  the  documents  therein  retcrred 
to,  in  which  all  the  known  complaints  of  the  French  government, 
fmcethc  recall  of  Mr.  Genet,  are  exhibited  and  difcuiled. 

3.  A  report  from  the  fecretary  of  ilate  to  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fefltttivcs,  dated  the  27th  of  February  1797,  exhibiting  the  Itatc 
of  American  claims  which  had  been  prefcnted  to  the  French  go- 
lernment  (but  few  of  which  had  been  fatisfied),  together  with 
foihe  other  information  relative  to  the  depredations  by  the  offi«- 
cosaod  people  of  that  nation  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

4.  A  report  made  by  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to  the  Prefident  of 
Ae  United  States^  on  the  21  ft  of  June  I797>  ^^^  ^Y  ^^  ^^^  before 
Congrcfs  on  the  2 2d. 

5.  Certain  original  depofitions,  protefts,  and  other  pjpers^  re« 
hliTC  to  the  French  fpoliations  on  the  "commerce,  and  pcrfonal 
ioliiits  and  injuries  tu  the  citizens,  of  the  United  States. 

*  6.:iThe  documents  hid  before  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  the 
17^ of  May  1797*  relative  to  General  Pinckney's  miflion  to 
nriSyand  comprehending  fome  papers  relative  to  the  capture  and 
ctn^mnation  of  American  veffels  by  the  French. 

J*  The  correfpondence  with  the  French  conful-general  Le* 
tombe* 

Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State* 


Crtiaue  for  Mcffrs.  Plnctney,  Alarjhally  and  Gerry ^  Envoys  to 
'  France* 

J«b  Adams,  Prefident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  the 
Executive  Diredory  of  the  French  Republic. 

Citizens  DireAors, 

DESIROUS  of  terminating  all  differences  between  th(?  United 

fcttt  of  America  and  the  French  republic,  and  of  rcftoring  that 

hnoooy  and  good  underftanding,  and  that  commercial  and  friendly 

iw%ourfe,  which,   from  the  commencement  of  their  political 

cwncxion,  until  lately,  have  fo  happily  fubfifted,  I  have  nonii- 

MIed,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Senate  of 

tfcf  United  States,  appointed  Charles  Cotefworih  Pi  nckney,  John 

JMariliall,  and  Elbridge  Gerry,   diftinguilhed  citizens  of  thefe 

States,  jointly  and  feverally,  envoys  extraordinary  and  minifters 

piciiipoteniiary  to^he  French  republic,  for  the  purpofe  of  av  com- 

plifliing  the  great  objeds  above  mentioned  :  wherefore. I  *pray  you. 

Citizens  Dirediors,  to  give  full  credence  to  what  they  and  each 

«f  them  fliall  fay.  to  you  in  thefe  rcfpefts,  in  behalf  of  the  United 

^       ^  States, 
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Suite9>  and  alfo  when  tboy  (hall  aSiire  you  of  the  fineerity  of 
wiihes  for  the  welfare  of  the  French  republic. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  great  feal  of  the  United  St: 
of  America,  at  Philadelphia,  the  13th  day  of  July,  in 
year  17979  and  of  the  independence  of  thefe  States 
twenty-fecond. 

,  JoHM  Adams. 
By  the  Prcfident  of  the  United*  States, 

Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State. 


Full  Powen  to  MeJJrs.  Pinckfuy,  Afar/iall,  and  Gcrry^  £m^ 

to  France^ 

John  Adam^,  Prefident  of  the  United  States  of  America^  te 
whom  thefe  Prefents  Qiail  concern,  greeting  : 

KNOW  yci  That,  for  the  purpofe  of  terminating  all  diS 
cnces  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Ften 
fepublic,  and  of  reftoring  and  confirming  perfed  harmony  a 
good  underdanding,  and  re-edabliihing  a  commercial  and  frieiM 
intercourfe  between  them,  and  repofmg  efpecial  truft  and  coi 
dence  in  the  integrity,  prudence,  and  abilities  of  Charles  Cot 
worth  Ptnckney,  John  Marihall,  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  citiz( 
of  the  faid  United  States,  I  have  nominated;  and  by  and  with^ 
advice  and  ccnfent  of  the  Senate  appointed,  the  faid  Chai 
Cotcfworth  Pinckney,  John  Marihall,  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  join 
and  feverally,  envoys  extraordinary  and  miniders  plenipotentii 
of  the  United  Stales  to  the  French  republic,  hereby  giving.! 
granting  to  them,  and  any  and  each  of  them,  full  powtf  ij 
authority,  and  alfo  a  general  and  fpecial  command,  for  and  in 
name  of  the  United  States,  to  meet  and  confer  with  the  miniftt 
commxflioners,  or  deputies  of  the  French  republic,  being  furniil 
with  the  like  full  powers,  whether  feparately  or  jointly^  4 
with  them  to  treat,  confulf,  and  negotiate,  of  and  concemittg 
claims,  and  all  matters  and  caufes  of  difference  fubGfting  hetm 
the  United  States  and  the  French  republic,  for  the  purpoie 
fatisfying  and  terminating  the  fame  in  a  juil  and  equitabU  iH 
ner  ;  and  alfo  of  and  concerning  the  general  commerce  betw 
the  United  Stares  and  France,  and  all  other  the  dominions  of 
French  republic  ;  and  to  conclude  and  fign  a  treaty  or  trett 
convention  or  conventions,  touching  the  premifes ;  tranfmit^ 
the  Tame  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  of  America  fot 
filial  ratification,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  thei 
fiate  of  the  United  States,  if  fuch  advice  and  confent  (hall 
given* 
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In  teffifflBny  whereof,  I  have  caufed  ihe  feal  of  tl*  United 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia^  the  2^d 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  o«r  Lord  1797,  ^""^  ^^  ^he 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  twentv- 
firft.  ■  '  ■  ^ 

^^l  John  Adams. 

By  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States, 

Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State. 
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Department  0/ S^ale,  Jprll  ^^  ^798. 

THE  nafnes  dcfignated  by  the  letters  W.  X.  Y.  2.  in  the  fol- 
lowiog  copieis  of  letters  from  the  envoys  of  tlic  United  States  to 
tlic  French  repuhlic,  are,  in  the  originals,  wrttten  at  fiiU  length, 
ifi  ciphers.  For  the  fame  reafon  that  fmgle  letters  are  thus  taken 
todefignate  certain  perfons  named  in  the  letters,  other  worsts 
'captive  cf  them  are  omitted. 

Timothy  Pickerixg. 


No.  L 
DearSir,  -Paris^  O^.  aa,  1797^*- 

KLh  of  us  having  arrived  at  Piiris  on  the  evening  of  the  4th 

t^dt,  on  the  next  day  we  verbally  and  unofficially  irlfos<meii 

4)6imnHVer  of  foreign  affairs  therewith,  ami  defffed  to  know  when 

•«  HHxAA  be  at  l^fure  to  receive  one  of  our  fecretaries  with  the 

^MEcial  notification.     He  appointed  the  next  day  at  two  o'clock^ 

^liea  Major  Rutledge  wailed  on  him  with  the  follolving  letter : 

*  Citizen  Minifter, 

**  The  United  States  of  America  being  defrrous  of  terminating 
^^cfiflferaices  between  them  and  the  French  republic,  and  of  re- 
A<kiog  that  harmony  and  good  undcrftanding,  and  that  commercial 
^iii  friendly  intercourfe,  which  from  the  common^ement  of  their 
F^litical  connexion,  until  lately,  have  fo  happily  fubfided,  the 
iNiAient  has  nominated,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate^ 
vlsippointed  us,  the  underfigned,  jointly  and  feverall-y,  cnvxiyii 
^raordinary  and  minifters  plenipotentiary  to  the  French  Jiipub* 
^  for  the  purpofe  of  accomplifhing  thcfe  great  obje£U,    Jn 
ptirfuance  of  fuch  nomination  and  appointment,  and  with  fuch 
^icw,  having  come  to  Paris,  we  wifti.  Citizen  Minifter,  to  maxt 
^  yoO  at  any  hour  you  will  be  pleafcd  to  appoint*  to  prefent  the 
^  of  our  letters  of  credence  ;  and  whilft  we  evince  our  fmcure 
*^<1  ardent  defire  for  the  fpeedy  refloration  of  friend fliip  and  har- 
mony between  the  two  r^publics^  wc  flatter  outftlves  with  your 

2  coivcuitctvc^ 
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totifcurrenCe  in  the  accomplifliment  of  this  defirablc  event.  We 
reqijefl  you  v^ill  accept  the  aiTurance  of  our  perfc^  efteem  and- 
toiificleration. 

♦^  Paiis,  0£t..6th,  in  the  i'lft  year  of 
American  iiuicpcnJence. 

(Signed)  '•Charles  Cotesworth  Pjncknet. 
<<  John  Marshall. 
"  Elbridg£  Gerry/' 

To  this  letter  the  mimfter  gave  a  verbal  aufwer,  that  lie  wciild 
(^  us  the  day  after  the. morrow  (the  8thJ  at  one  o'clock.     Accont* 
ingly  at  that  hour  and  day  wc  waited  on  the  miniller  at  his  lioulcy. 
where  his  office  is  held,  v/hcn,  being  informed  he  was  not  at 
home,  the  fecrctary  general  of  the  department  told  Major  Rutf.. 
ledge,  that  the  minifter  was  obliged  to  wait  on  the  Diredlory,  anff! 
requefted  he  would  fufpend  our  vifit  till  three  o'clock^  at  which'. 
hour  we  called.     The  minidcr  we  fotmd  was  then  engaged  wim 
the  Portuguefe  minifter,  who  retired  in  about  ten  minutes,  wlioij 
Vfc  were  introduced,  and  produced  the  copy  of  our  letters  of  cr^^ 
dchce,  which  the  minifter  pcrufcd  and  kept.     He  informed  usj 
<*  that  the  Diredlory  had  required  him  to  make  a  report  relative 
to  the  fituation  of  the  United  Stales  with  regard  to  France,  which  > 
he  was  then  about,  aud  which  would  be  iiniihcd  in  a  few  days* 
when  he  would  fct  us  know. what  fteps  were  to  follow."     Wc 
afked  if-caijds  of  hofpiiality  were  in  the  mean  time  neceflary? 
He  faic^they  were,  and  that  they  fliould  be  delivered  to  us;  aipd 
he  ioimcdiately  nmg  for.  his  fecrctary,  and  diredled  him  to  make 
them  out.     The  converfatiun  was  carried  on  by  him  in  Freocby 
and  by  us  in  ouf  own  lang^uaj^.  ^  ^  . 

The  next  day  the  cards  of  hofpitallty  were  Tent  to^  us.and  pitf. 
fecretarics,  in  a  ityle  fuitable  to  our  official  charader.  <  .  . 

On.Saturday  the  14th,  Major  Mtiuniflorence  informed  Grene*': 
rat  Pinckncyj  that  he  had  a  converfation  with  Mr.  Ofmond^  fi^  « 
private  and  confidential  fecrctary  of  the  minifter  of  foreign,  ^ff,;* 
iairs,  who  told  him,  that  the  Dire  dory  were  greatly  exafperatci4.- 
at  fome  p^rts  of  the  Preiident^s  fpcech  at  the  opening  of  the  ]^  1 
feffion  of  Congrefs,  and.  would  require  an  explanation  of  the^^i^^  • 
from  us.     The  particular  parts  were  not  mentioned.     In  anotta^j^ 
converfation  on  the  fame  day,  the  fecretary  informed  the  majpr^  - 
that.the  minifter  had  told  him  it  was  probable  we  ihould  not  haiqi-. 
a  public  audience  of  the  Directory  till  fuch  time  as  our  negotiti- 
tion  wasfiniihcd;  that  probably  purfons  might  be  appointed tpj 
treat  with  us;  but  they  would  report  to  him,  and  he  would  bayajj 
the  diredion  of  the  negotiation.      The  major  did  not  conceml  - 
from  lylr.  Ofmond  his  intention  to,  communicate  thefe  convef^ , 
fations  to  us. 

In  the  morning  of  OSobcr  the  18th,  .Mf»  W^— ,  of  the 

houfe 


We  of  y  called  on  General  Plnckney,  and  informe) 

him,  that  a  Mr*  X,  who  was  in  Paris*  and  whom  the  general 
kadfeen  ,  was  a  gentleman  of  confiderable  credit 

and  reputation  ,  and  that  we  might  place  great 

rdiioce  on  him. 

Id  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  Mr.  X,  called  on  General 
Pinckoej,  and  after  having  fat  fome  time  ,  whtf* 

pered  him,  that  he  had  a  melFage  from  M.  Talleyrand  to  commii* 
mate,  when  he  was  at  leifure.  General  Pinckney  immediatel/ 
withdrew  with  him  into  another  room  ;  and  when  they  were  alonc^ 
Mr.  X.  laid,  that  he  was  charged  with  a  bufinefs  in  which  he 
was  a  novice ,  that  he  had  been  acquainted  with  M.  -Talleyrand 

,  that  he  was  fure  he  had  a  great  re-» 
gud  for  [America]  and  its  citizens ;  and  was  very  defirous  that  a 
RCQAcih'ation  fliould  be  brought  alK>ut  with  France  ;  that  toefFec- 
tuite  (hat  end|  he  was  ready,  if  it  was  thought  proper,  to  fuggeft 
a  plan,  confidentially,  that  M.  Talleyrand  expected  would  an* 
fwcr  the  purpofe. 
General  Pinckney  faid,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  bear  it.     M.  X» 

J)Ked,  that  the  Dire&ory,  and  particularly  two  of  the  memberf 
it,  were  exceedingly  irritated  at  fome  palfagcs  in  the  Prefident's 
fpeech,  and  defired  that  they  (hould  be  foftened  ;  and  that  this 
%  would  be  neceflary  previous  to  our  reception;  that  befides 
Au)  a  fum  of  money  was  required  for  the  pocket  of  the  Direc* 
torj  and  miniflers,  which  would  be  at  the  difpofal  of  M.  Talley- 
tand;  and  that  a  loan  would  alfo  be  infifted  on.     M.  X.  faid,  if 
we  acceded  to  thefe  meafures,  M.  Talleyrand  had  no  doubt  that 
all  our  differences  with  France  might  be  accommodated.     On  in- 
leiry,  M.  X.  could  not  point  out  the  particular  pallages  of  the 
fptech  that  had  given  offence,  nor  the  quantum  of  the  loan  ;  but 
QKotioDed  that  the  douceur  for  the  pocket  was  twelve  hundred 
tliouiknd  livres,  about  fifty  thoufand  pounds  flcrling.    General 
Knckney  told  him,  his  colleagues  and  himfelf,  from-the  time  of 
^arrival  here,  had  been  treated  with  great  flight  and  difrefpe£l ; 
w  they  earneftly   wiOied    for  peace  and  reconciliation   with 
Ftee;  and  had  been  entrufted  by  their  country  with  very  great 
P>wers  to  obtain  thefe  ends,   on  honourable  terms:    that  with 
tprd  to  the  propofitiorjs  made,  he  could  not  even  coufider  of 
^Q before  he  had  communicated  them  to  his  colleagues:  that 
^he  had  done  fo,  he  (hould  hear  from  him.     After  a  commu- 
nication and  confultatiun  had,  it  was  agreed,  that  General  Pinck- 
Kf^oukl  call  on  M.  X.  and  requcft  him  to  make  his  propofi- 
^tous  all;  and  for  fear  of  miiUkes  or  mifapprehenfion,  that 
l^ftoold  be  requefted  to  reduce  the  heads  into  writing.     Accord- 
'oglyi  on  the  morning  of  Odobcr  the  19th,  General  Pinckney 
^llcdon  M.  X.  who  confentcd  to  fee  his  colleagues  in  the  even- 
ingf  and  to  reduce  hb  propofltions  to  writing.     He  faid,   his 
Vol.  VI !•  B  b  comm\v^ 
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^oioni\iAicatiori  was  not  immediately  with  M.  Talleyrand,  bdi 
through  anotlier  gentleman,  in  whom  M.  Talleyrand  had  gica 
confidence.     This  proved  afterwards  to  be  M,  Y. 

At  fix  in  the  evening  M.  X.  came,  and  left  with  us  the  iirft  fe 
of  propofitions ;  which,  tranflated  from  the  French,  are  as  fol 
lows :  ^^  A  perfon  who  poflcflcs  the  confidence  of  the  Dirtfiory 
on  what  relates  to  the  affairs  of  America,  convinced  of  the  mutua 
advantages  which  would  refuU  from  the  re-e(labUlhmeQt6f  tb 
good  underflanding  between  the  two  nations,  purpofet  to  cmplo] 
all  of  his  influence  to  obtain  this  objc£l. — He  will  affift  the  coB' 
mil&oners  of  the  United  States  in  all  the  demands  which  they  ma; 
have  to  make  from  the  government  of  France,  inafmuch  as  tht 
inav.not  be  contradiAory  to  thofe  which  he  propofes  himfelf  ti 
rc\2ke,  and  of  which  the  principal  will  be  communicated  confiden 
tially.  It  is  defired  that  in  the  official  communicatiojis  thtf 
(hould  be  given  a  foft^ng  turn^to  a  part  of  the  PreCdent'6.fpeec1 
to  Congrefs,  which  has  caufed  much  irritation.  It  is  feai«d:tbi 
in  not  latisfying  certain  individuals  in  this  refpedl^  they  may  gir 
way  to  all  their  refentmcnt.  l^hc  nomination  of  commiifionfif 
tvill  be  confented  to  on  the  fame  footing  as  they  have  been  tumfi 
i^n  the  treaty  with  England,  to  decide  on  the  reclamations  vhic 
individuals  of  America  may  make  on  the  government  of  Fnmoc 
or  on  French  individuals.  The  payments  which,  agreeably  t 
the  decifions  of  the  commiflioners,  fhall  fall  to  the  wart  of  A 
French  government,  4re  to  be  advanced  by  the  American  govcn 
ment  itfelf.  It  is  defired  that  the  funds  which  by  this  mcai 
fhall  enter  again  into  the  American  trade,  fhould  be  en&ployed  i 
new  fupplics  for  the  French  colonies.  £ng.igeinents  of  thi 
nature  on  the  part  of  individuals  reclaiming  will  always  haftd 
in  all  probability,  the  decifionsof  the  French  commiffioners:  an 
perhaps  i:  may  be  defired  that  this  claufe  (hould  make  a  part  of  tb 
infiru£lioi>s  which  the  government  of  the  United  States,  (houl 
give  to  the  comq[)i(Iioncrs  they  may  choofc. 

*<  The  Frencji  government  defires,  befides,  to  obtain  a  loan  frot 
the  United  States ;  but  fo  that  that  (hould  not  give  any  jealoul 
to  the  Englini  government,  nor  hurt  the  neutrality  of  the  Unite 
otates.  This  loan  (hall  be  mafked,  by  (lipulating,  that  t) 
government  of  the  United  States  confcnts  to  make  the  advaoo 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts  contraded  by  the  agents  of  i 
French  government  with  the  citizens  of  the  Un^t^d  States ;  * 
which  are  already  acknowledged,  and  the  payment  ordered  by- ^^ 
Dircftory,  btit  without  having  been  yet  cffedluated, —  ib^ 
fhoiiid  be  delivered  a  nc*e  to  the  amount  of  thefe  debts.  Piot 
()ly  this  note  may  be  accompanied  by  ofienfible  pieces,  whidi  ^ 
guarantee  to  the  agents  the  refponfibility  of  the  United  States^ 
cafe  any  lunbrage  fhould  caufe  an'  inquiry.    There  (hall  ^Ita 
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en  from  this  loan  certain  fums,  for  the  piirpofe  6fiAsikin^ 
Mnaiy  diftributions  in  diplomatic  afiaih." 
perfon  of  note  mentioned  in  the  minutes,  who  hid  the 
ce  of  the  DireSory,  he  faid,  before  us  all,  was  M.  Tal- 
The  amount  6f  the  lo&n  he  could  not  afccrtain  pre* 
mt  underftood  it  would  be  according  tb  our  ability  to  pay; 
Turn  which  would  be  confldered  as  proper,  according  td 
amatic  ufage,  was  about  twelve  hundred  thoufand  livres. 
1  aot  ftate  to  us  what  parts  of  the  Prefldent'is  fpeech  were 
I  to,  btjt  faid  he  would  inquire  and  inform  us.  He 
ifbreakfaft  with  Mr.  Gerry  the  morning  of  2 id,  in  order 
'  fuch  explanations  as  we  had  then  requeded,  or  (hould' 
dptT  to  requeft :  but  on  the  mOrtiing  of  the  doth,  M •  X. 
ind  ikid,  that  M.  Y*  the  confidential  friend  of  M.  Tal^ 
inftead  of  communicating  with  us  through  M.  X.  would 
hxrfelf,  and  make  the  neceitaryekplanations.  We  ap* 
•o  meet  him  the  evening  of  the  20th«  at  feVen  o'clock,  in 
Marihall's  room.  At  (even,  M.  Y.  and  M ^  X.  entered; 
irft  mentioned  gentleman,  being  introduced  to  us  as  the 
tial  friend  of  M.  Talleyrand,  immediately  dated  to  us  the 
le  impreflions  of  that  gentlemsln  towards  our  country^ 
»ns  which  were  made  by  the  kindnefs  and  civilities  he 
mally  received  in  America :  that,  imprefled  by  his  feli- 
k  repay  thefe  kindnefles,  he  was  willing  to  aid  us  in  the  ^ 
icttotiation  by  his  good  offices  with  the  Directory,  wh6 ' 
:  laid,  extremely  irritated  againft  the  government  of  the 
lates,  on  account  of  fome  parts  of  the  Prefident's  fpeech^ 
»  had  neither  acknowledged  nor  received  us>  and  confe- 
liave  not  authorized  M.  Talleyrand  to  have  any  commu^ 
with.  us.  The'minrfter,  therefore,  could  not  fee  ut 
but  had  authorized  his  friend  M.  Y.  to  communicate  td 
1  propofitions,  and  to  recdve  our  anfwers  to  them — and 
le  on  his  part,  that  if  we  would  engage  to  confider  them 
Gs  of  the  propofed  negotiation,  he  would  intercede  with 
Story  to  acknowledge  us,  and  to  give  us  a  public  audience. 
:ated  to  us  explicitly  and  repeatedly,  that  he  was  clothed 
authority ;  that  he  was  not  a  diplomatic  charafler ;  that 
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fily  the  friend  of  M.  Talleyrand,  and  trufted  by  hhiTi 
;  xtgard  to  himfelf,  he  had 

he:tarne(lly  wifhed  well  to  the  United  States.  He  then 
of  his  pocket  a  French  tranflation  of  the  Prefldetft's 
lie  parts  of  which  objefied  to  by  the  Diivdory  were 
igreeably  to  our  requell  to  M.  )C.  and  are  contained  \k 
&  A.  Then  he  made  us  the  fecond  fet^f  propofitions, 
ere  dictated  bv  him  and  written  by  M/  X«  iw  our  pre^ 

B  b  a  fenqp, 
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DbncC)  and  dtrlivered  to  us,  and  which,  tranflaled  from  the  French] 
are  as  follows : 

'<  There  is  demanded  a  formal  difavowal  in  writing,  declarin{ 
that  the  fpeech  ot  the  citizen  prefldent  Barras  did  not  contain  an] 
thing  ofFenfive  to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  nor  an] 
thing  which  deferved  the  epithets  contained  in  the  whole  para 
glraph  :  fecondly,  reparation  is  demanded  for  the  article  by  whic) 
it  mall  be  declared,  that  the  decree  of  the  Dircdoiy  there  men 
tioneddid  not  contain  any  thing  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  1778 
and  had  none  of  thofe  fatal  confequcnces  that  the  paragraph  re 
proaches  to  it:  thirdly,  it  is  demanded,  that  there  (houldJieai 
acknowledgment,  in  writing,  of  the  depredations  exercifed  0: 
our  trade  by  the  Englifh  and  French  privateers:  fourthly,  th 
government  of  France,  faithful  to  tlie  profeffion  of  public  fait 
ivhich  it  has  made  not  to  intermeddle  in  the  internal  affairs  c 
foreign  governments  with  which  it  is  at  peace,  would  look  upo 
this  paragraph  as  an  attack  upon  its,  loyalty,  if  this  was  ihtendc 
by  the  Prelident. — It  demands,  in  confequence,  a  formal  declare 
tion,  that  it  is  not  the  government  of  France  nor  its  agjcnta  tha 
this  paragraph  meant  to  defignatc.  In  confideration  of  the) 
reparations,  the  French  republic  is  difpofcd  to  renew  with  tl: 
United  States  of  America  a  treaty  which  (hall  place  them  reciprc 
cally  in  the  fame  flatc  that  they  were  in  1778. 

•*  By  this  new  treaty,  France  (hall  be  placed,  with  refped  t 
the  United  States,  exadly  on  the  fame  footing  as  they  fland  wit 
England,  in  virtue  of  the  lad  treaty  which  has  been  conclude 
between  them.  A  fecret  article  of  this  new  treaty  would  be 
loan  to  be  made  by  the  United  States  to  the  French  republic;  ar 
once  agreed  upon  the  amount  of  the  loan,  it  would  be  endcj 
vourcd  to  confult  the  convenience  oC  the  United  States  with  U 
fpeft  to  the  bell  method  of  preventing  iis  publicity." 

On  reading  the  fpeech,  M.  Y.  dilated  very  much  upon  th 
keennefs  of  the  refciument  it  had  produced,  and  expatiate 
largely  on  the  ratistadUon  he  fait!  was  indifpenfably  nece(rary  as 
preliminary  to  negotiation-  **  But,"  fiiid  lie,  **  Gentlemen, 
will  not  difguifc  Irom  you,  that,  this  fatisfa^^ion  being  mada 
tl\c  elfential  part  of  the  treaty  remains  to  be  adiulted:"  Ilfauti 
T  argent — 11  f  nut  heaucoup  d' argent:  "You  mull  pay  moneys  jfC 
inuft  pay  a  great  deal  of  money."  He  fpyke  much  of  the  fino 
the  honour,  and  the  jealous  republican  pride  of  France;  an 
teprefented  to  us  ftrongjy  the  advantages  which  we  (hould  deri% 
from  the  neutrality  thus  to  be  purchafod.  He  Giid,  that  ifc 
receipt  of  the  money  might  be  fo  difguifcd  as  to  prevent  its  b^n 
confidcred  as  a  breach  of  neutrality  by  England  ;  and  thus  fave  i 
from  being  embroiled  with  that  power.  Concerning  the  iweh 
hundred  thoufand  livres  little  was  faid  ;  that  being  complete! 
uadcrftood  on  all  fides  to  be  required  for  the  oilicers  of  goverr 

oaufiDi 


(    i89    ) 

WMf  and  therefofe  needing  no  further  explanation.  1*^^^ 
propoiitions,  he  faid,  being  confidered  as  the  admitted  bafis.  oi 
the  propofed  treaty,  M;  Talleyrand  trufted,  that,  by  his  influ- 
ence with  the  DireAory,  he  could  prevail  on  the  government  to 
reodve  u$.  We  aflccd,  whether  we  vi^cre  to  conlider  it  as  certaiu 
thatp  without  a  previous  (iipulation  to  the  eflPefl  required, ,  we 
wcR  not  to  be  received  r  He  anfvvercd,  that  M,  TalleyranJ 
Umfelf  was  not  authorized  to  fpeak  to  us  the  will  of  the  Direc- 
tory, and  confcquently  could  not  authorize  him.  l^he  con-vcrfa* 
ttoo  tDOOtiuued  till  half  after  nine;  when  they  left  us,  having 
CDOged  to  breakfaft  with  Mr.  Gerry  the  next  morning. 

UAober  21ft,  M.  X.  came  before  nine  o'clock^  M.  Y.  did 
not  come  until  ten  ;  he  had  pafled  the  morning  with  M»  Tallcy- 
lud.    After  breakfafl  the   fubje£l  was  imniedifttcly  refumed^ 
He  reprefented  to  us  that  we  were  not  yet  acknowledged  or 
leocived;    that  the  Direflory  were  fo  exafpcratcd  againll  the 
lUted  States,  as  to  have  come  to  a  determination  to  demand 
bom  us,  previous  to  our  reception,,  tliofc  difavowals,  rcpara- 
tienSi^  and  explanations^  which  were  ftatcd  at  large  lafl  evening. 
Hefiiid,  that  M.  Talleyrand  and  himfelf  were  extremciv  fenfiblc 
of  the  pain  we  mud  feel  in  complying  with  this  demand;  but  that 
tkDircdory  would  not  difpenfe  with  it:  that  therefore  v/c  muft 
CQnGder  it  as  the  indifpenfable  preliminary  to  obtain  our  recep- 
tion; unlrfs  we  could  find  the  means  to  change  their  determina- 
tion in  this  particular:  that  if  we  fatisficd  the  Dircflory  in  thefts 
piticulars,  a  letter  would  be  written  to  us,  to  demand  the  extern: 
of  our  powers,  and  to  know  whether  we  were  authorized  to  place 
them  jprecifely  on  the  fame  footing  with  Engbnd  r — whetlicr,  hr. 
iaid|  our  full  powers  were  really  and  fubilantially  full  powers  i 
%  likelhofe  of  Lord  Malmcfbury,  only  iiluiury  powers?  That^ 
if  to  this  demand  our  anfwcr  ihould  he  affirmative,  ther^  France 
Vould  confent  that  commiiljoners  (hould  be  appointed  to  afi:er- 
Uio  the  claims  of  the  United  States,  in  like  manner  as  under  our 
tieaty  with  England ;  but  from  tlieir  jurifdidion  miifl  be  with- 
dRwnthofe  which  were  condemned  for  want  of  a  roU  (Tequipagc^ 
Uttt  being  a  point  on  which  Merlin,  while  miniiler  of  juftice^ 
kidwxixten  a  tieitife,  and  on  which  the  Directory  were  decided. 
iWe^would,  however,  be  no  objcflion  to  our  complaining  of 
^Ue  captures  in  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation  ;  and  if  we  couU 
Omiiace  Merlin  by  our  reafoning,  the  minifler  would  himfelf  be 
'^tisfied  with  our  fo  doing.     We  required  an  explanation  of  that 
put  of  the  converfation,  in  which  M,  Y.  had  hinted  at  our  find- 
^means  to  avert  the  demand  concerning  the  Prefident's  fpeech- 
"C  aofwered,  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  flate  thofe  means, 
Wlthat  we  muft  fearch  for  them,  and  propofe  them  ourfelves. 
•}h  however,  we  afked  his  opinion  as  a  private  individual,  and 
*ouI(j^eccLve  it  as  coming  from  him,,  he  would  fuggcft  to  us  the 
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v^cr^ns  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  fucceed.     On  being  aftcil 
to  Tnggcfl  the  means,  he  anfwered.  Money;  that  the  DiicAoiJf 
v.-erc  jc3lc!is  of  its  own  honour^  and  of  the  honour  of  the  natkm^ 
that  it  ir.fifted  on  receiving  from  us  the  fame  refpeA  with  vhidi 
\Yc  h2td  treated  the  King ;  that  this  honour  muft  be  maintaiodl 
in  the  manner  before  required,  unlefs  we  fubflituted  in  the  place 
of  thofe  reparations  fomething  perhaps  more  valuable*  that  «ai| 
money.  He  faid  farther^  that  if  we  dcfired  him  to  point  out  the  JToa 
which  he  believed  would  be  fatisfaAory,  he  would  do  lb.     Wc 
requcded  him  to  proceed ;  and  he  faid,  that  there  were  thtitff 
two  miltions  of  florins  of  Dutch  infcriptions*  worth  ten  fhiUiagli 
in  the  pounds  which  might  be  afligned  to  us  at  twenty  (hilliogl 
in  the  pound  ;  and  he  proceeded  to  ftate  to  us  the  oertminty,thaitt. 
after  a  peace,  the  Dutch  government  would  repay  us  the  oionef>| 
fo  thit  we  (hould  ultimately  lofe  nothing;  and  the  only  operaikA 
of  the  meafure  would  be  an  advance  from  us  to  France  of  thirtifT 
two  millions  on  the  credit  of  thejgovemmenf  of  Holland.     V/ff 
adceJ  him,  whether  the  fifty  thouUnd  pounds  (lerling  as  a  douuig 
to  the  Direflory  muft  be  in  addition  to  this  fum  ?  He  wa/Cvrtgpi 
us  in  the  affirmative.     We  told  him,  that  on  the  fubjed  of  tl|t 
treaty  we  had  no  hedtation   in  laying,  that  our  powers  wen 
ample  :  that  on  tlie  other  points  propofcd  to  us  we  would  retire 
into  another  rooni,  and  return  in  a  few  minutes  with  ouranfwer^ 
Wc  committed  immediately  to  writing  the  anfwer  we  pro- 
pofed  in  the  following  words  :  **  Our  powers,  refpefling  a  treaty^ 
are  ample  ;  but  the  propodtion  of  a  loan  in  the  fonn  of  Dutch 
infcripcions,  or  in  any  other  form,  is  not  within  the  limits  of 
our   in(lru6lions ;    upon  this  point,    therefore,   the  government 
mini  be  confulteil :  one  of  the  American  minifters  will,  for  the 
piirpofe,  forthwith  embark  for  America  ;  provided  the  Dire&oiy 
^vill  fufpcnd  all  farther  captures  on  American  veflels,  and  will 
fiifpend  proceedinijs  on  thcfc  already  captured,  as  well  where  they 
luvc  hecn  already  condemned,  as  where  the  dccifions  have  not  yet 
hccn  rendered  \  and  that  where   fales  have  been  made,  but  the 
money  not  yet  recciv«:d  by  the  captors,  it  Ihall  not  be  paid  until 
tlic  prcliminjry  qiicflions,  propofcd  to  the  minifters  of  the  United 
States,  be  difcuifcd  and  decided  :"  which  was  read  as  a  verbal 
anfWer  ;  and  wc  told  them,  they  might  copy  it  if  they  pleafedi 
M.  Yi  refiifed  to  do  fo  ;  his  difappointment  was  apparent  j  he 
faid,  wc  treated  the   money  part  of  the  propofition  as  if  it. had 
proceeded  from  the  Dircilory  ;  whereas,  in  faft,  it  did  not  pip* 
ceed  even  frtmi  the  minifter,  but  was  only  a  fuggeftion  from  hidir 
felf,  as  a  fubftltutc  to  be  propofcd  by  us,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
painful  ncknovvlcdgnent  that  the  Directory  had  determined  tti 
dtm.md  of  iis.     It  was  told  him,  that  we  underftood  that  matter 
►crfcclly  ;  that  we  knew  the  propofition  was  in  form  to  be  ours  ^ 
ut  thai  it  carhe  fubftaniialiy  from  the  miniftcr.     We  afked vhat 
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iudied  to  our  prefent  converraiion  ?  And  General  Pinckncy  thea 
repeated  the  firft  commtinicati'on  from  M.  X.  'to  the  whole  of 
which  that  gentietnan  alfentcd),  and  wc  o)>ferY^'d,  that  thofe  gciw 
llemen  had  brought  no  tcftiraonials  of  their  fp'caking  any  thing 
froiB  authority-;    but 'that  relying  on  the   fair  chara£lcrs  they 
ImhCi  we  had  bciicved  them  when  tltcy  faid  they  were  from  the 
nrfmfter,  and  had  converfecl  with  them  in  like  ma:uier  as   ii  we 
were  converfiiig  with  M.  Talleyrand  himfcljf :  and  that  we  could 
not  coitfider  iby  fuggeftion  M.  Y.  Had  made  as  not  having  bcea 
prcvioufly  apptoiecf  of  ^  but  yet,  if  he  did  not  choofc  to  take  a 
memorandum  in  writing  of  our  anfwcr,  wc  had  uo  vifh  that  he 
ihouMdafbrandfartherylf  he  chofc  to  give  the  anfWer  to  his  pro- 
pefitifia  the'fbr^  of'  ^  propofttion  from  ourfe^ves,  wc  could  only 
ten  hitt/' that  we  had  no  other  pr-bpotjtipn  to  make,  relative  to 
«ny  adf ance  of  moA^y  on  our  part ;  that  America  had  iuAuined 
ikep  and  heavy  loifes  by  French  .depredations  op  our  commerce, 
tnd  thsit  Fraiice  has.  alleged  'to  [many  J  complaints  ;igain(l  tho 
United  States,  that  on  thole  riibiedts  we  came  tully  prcpareci»  ai^ 
^eie  not  a  little  fiKprifed  to  nnd  France  unwilling  to  hea/ us ; 
frid  making  demands,  upon  us  which  could  never  have  been..fuf-« 
^ed  by  our  government,  and  which  had  the  appearance  of  our 
jff  the  aggreffing  party.     M.  V.  exprefled  himfcif  vehemently 
M  the  fefentment  of  France ;  and  complained,  that  inftead  of 
our  propofing  fome  fubftitute  for  the  reparations  demanded  of  us» 
'^ft  were  (iipulating  certain  conditions  to  be  performed  by  the  Di- 
ftfiory  itfeff ;  tha:  he  could  not  take  charge  of  fuch  propofi- 
^lons;  and  that  the  Diredory  vvouKI  pcrfid  in  its  demand  of  thofc 
'^paiations  which  he  had  at  firll  ftated.     Wc  anfwered,  that  wc 
could  not  help  it :  it  was  for  the  Directory  to  determine  what 
CDDrfe  its  own  honour  and  the  intercfls  of  France  required  it  to^ 
purfue:  it  was  for  us  to  guard  ti.e  intcreds  and  honour  of  our 
ctHintry.     M.  Y.  obfcrved,  that  v*e  had  taken  no  notice  of  the 
firft  propofition,  which  was,  to  know  wheiber  we  were  ready 
fo  mkke  the  difavowal,  reparations,  and  explanations  concern- 
*^g  the  Prefidcnt's  fpecch.     Wc  told  him  that  wc  fuppofed  it  to 
1^  inipoflible  that  either  he  or  the  mini  Tier  could  imagine  that 
lu^h  a  propoCtion  could  require  an  anfwcr :  that  we  did  not  un- 
^difamd  it  as  being  feriouily  expeded,  but  merely  as  introdudory 
^o  thefubjeAs  of  real  confidcration. 

•  Hefpoice  of  the  refped  which  the  Diredory  required,  and  re- 
Plated,  that  it  would  exacl  as  much  as  was  paid  to  the  ancient 
tixp.  We  anfwercd,  that  America  had  dcmonftrated  to  the 
'VorM,  and  efpccially  to  France,  a  much  greater  refpcct  for  her 
pr«fent  government  than  for  her  former  monarchy  ;  and  that 
thcit  wais  no  evidence  of  this  difpofiijori  which  ought  to  be  re- 
quiied,  that  we  \^cre  not  ready  to  gi\e.  He  faid,  that  wc  fhould 
ccrttijily  qot  be  received,  and  fcemed  to  fliuddcr  at  the  confe- 
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^ucnces.     Wc  told  him,  that  America  had  made  every  poflTi 
ciFort  to  remain  on  friendly  terms  with  France  ;  that  (he  was  i? 
making  them  :  that   if  France  would  not  hear  us,  but'  woi 
make  war  on  the  United  States,  nothing  remained  for  us  bur 
regret  the  unavoidable  necellity  of  defending  ourfelves. 

The  fubjedl  of  our  powers  was  again  mentioned  ;  and  we  T.* 
Iirm,  that  America  was  folicitous  to  have  no  more  mifunderftax' 
ings  with  any  republic,  but  efpcclally  with  France  f  that  fhe  wifl" 
a  permanent  treaty,  and  was  fenftblc  that  no  treaty  could 
permanent  which  did  not  comport  with  the  intcrefts  of  the  j>: 
lies ;  and  therefore  that  he  might  be  alfurcd,  that  our  powers  wr  • 
fuch  as  authorized  us  to  place  France  on  an  equal  ground  y^r 
England,  in  any  refpeds  in  which  an  inequality  might  be  fuppci. 
to  cxift  at  prt'ftnt  between  them,  to  the  difadvantage  of  Frara. 
The  fubjedl  of  the  roU  if  equipage 'w^s  Mo  mcuiioncd  j  and 
afked  what  aflfuritice  we  could  have,  if  France  infiiled  on  the  ri^ 
^f  adding  to  the  ftipulations  of  our  ^treaty,  or  of  altering  th,^ 
b^  municipal  regulations,  that  any  future  treaty  we  could  m^ 
ihouM  be  obferved.  M,  Y.  faid,  that  he  did  not  aflcrt  the  pr'i 
ciple  of  changing  treaties  by  municipal  regulations:  but  that  < 
DireAory  conlidcred  its  regulation  concerning  the  roie  iPequi^^ 
as  conip(»rting  with  the  treaty.  We  obferved  to  him,  that  n^ 
of  our  veilels  bad  what  the  French  termed  a  role  d'equifage^  SM 
that  if  we  were  to  furrender  all  the  property  which  had  b^ 
taken  from  our  citizens  in  cafes  where  their  vetrcVs  were  not  fa 
Jiiibed  with  fuch  a  roll,  the  government  would  be  refponfibl^ 
its  citizens  for  the  property  fo  furrendcred  ;  fincc  it  would 
impofTible  to  undertake  to  aifcrt  that  there  was  any  plaufibilit^ 
ihe  allegation  that  our  treaty  required  a  role  d' equipage. 

The  fubjeft  of  difavmvals,  &:c.  concerning  the  Prefidcr^ 
fpeech  was  again  mentioned ;  and  it  was  obferved,  that  the 
iiitution  of  the  United  States  authorized  and  required  our 
dent  to  communicate  his  ideas  on  the  affriirs  of  the  nation  ;  t 
in  obedience  to  the  conftitutionvhe  had  done  fo  ;  that  we  had 
power  to  confirm  or  invalidate  any  part  of  the  Prefident's  fp 
that  fuch  an  attempt  could  produce  no  other  effedl  than  to  ma^ 
us  ridiculous  to  the  government  and  to  the  citizens  at  large  of  C 
United  States  \  and  to  produce,  on  the  part  of  the  Prefident, 
immediate  chfavowal  and  recall  of  us  as  his  agents  \  that  inc^ 
pendent  of  this,  all  America. was  acquainted  with  the  fafis  ftat^ 
by  the  Prefident ;  snd  our  difavowing  them  would  not  change  t 
public  fentimcnt  concerning  them. 

We  parted  wiih  mutual  protellions  of  perfonal  refpcfl,  a^ 
^itli  full  indications,  on  the  part  of  M.  Y.  of  his  expe£lati^ 
tiiat  we  lliould  imuitdiately  receive  the  threatened  letter. 

Tkc  »:•  lire  of  the  ubove  communication  will  evince  the  rr 
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of  fecrecy ;  and  we  have  promifed  Meflrs.  X.  and  Y.  that , 
umes  fl^ll  ■  in  no  event  be  made  public. 
fc  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refpeA  and  efteeni» 
Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervants, 

Charles  CoTBswoitTH  Pincknby* 

J.  Marshali.. 

£•  Gerry. 

I.  OAober  27,  1797.— The  definitive  articles  of  peace  are 
between  the  French  republic  and  the  Emperor  ;  tne  parti- 
yon  will  find  in  the  public  prints.  The  Portugnefe  minifter 
red  to  quit  France,  as  the  treaty  with  Portugal  has  not  been 
:ified  by  the  Queen.  The  treaty  itfelf  is  declared  by  the 
ory  to  be  void.  Since  our  arrival  at  Paris,  the  tribunal  of 
II  has  rejeded  Captain  Scot's  petition,  complaining  of  the 
inatioD  of  his  velfel  bv  the  civil  tribunal  for  the  want  of  a 
miflfr.     Mr.  ,  m  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  Aooe- 

mels,  who  have  appalled  in  the  laft  refort  to  the  tribunal 
itiony  informs,  that  notwithftanding  the  arguments-—* 
-  to  put  off  the  hearing  of  the  Rotanna,  as  a  diplomatic 
ill  the  ifliie  of  our  negotiation  is  known,  that  cafe  is  (et  >' 
lor  hearing,  ^nd  will  come  on  the  a9th  or  30th  inftant. 
me  — —  aUb  lays,  that-  it  is  obvious  that  the  tribunal  have  ^ 
1  inftruAions  from  the  officers  of  government  to  hdlen  • 
sciiions,  and  that  it  was  hardly  worth  while  to  -<— — •  for  all 
icions  in  caflSition  would  be  rejefied.     Our  advocates     f  ■ 
giving  their  fentiments  on  this  fubjeft  ■■       under  an  ap- 
lion  of  committing  themfelves. 
m/  Pickerings  Secretary  to  the  United  States, 


§fb  of  the  Prejidint*s  Speech  referred  to  in  LetW  No.  h 
under  the  Jltie  of  Exhibit  A. 

ITITH  this  condufl  of  the  French  government  it'wiM  be 
to  take  into  view  the  public  audience  given  to  the  late 
r  of  the  United  States,  on  his  taking  leave  of  the  Execu- 
reAory.  The  fpeech  of  the  Prefident  difclofes  fentiments 
tanning  than  the  refiifal  of  a  minifter,  becaufe  more  dan- 
to  our  independence  and  union,  and  at  the  fame  time  ftu* 
marked  with  indignities  againfl  the  government  of  the 
States.  It  evinces  a  difpofition  to  feparate'the  people  of 
iittd  States  from  the  government ;  to  perfuade  them  that 
nre  different  affedions,  principles,  and  interefts,  from  thofe 
ir  fellow.cftizens,  whom  they  themfelves  have  chofen  to 
|e  their  common  concerns,  and  thus  to  produce  divifions  fatal 
peace.  Such  attempts  ought  to  be  repelled  with  a  decifi'on 
iVri.  Co  which 


(  ^^  ) 

vA)'\ch  (hall  convince  France  dn^l  the  world,  that  we  are  not  a  de* 
graded  people',  humiliated  under  a  colonial  fenfe  of  fear,  fitted 
to  be  the  i^iferable  inftruments  of  foreign  influence,  and  regard- 
lefs  of  national  honour,  chara£ler,  and  intereft. 

II.  The  diglpnpadc  intercourfe  between  France  and  the  United 
States  being  at  prefent  fufpended,  the  government  has  no  mean: 
of  obtaining  official  information  from  that  country  ^  neverthc. 
lefs,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Executive  Direflory  paflfec 
a  decree,  on  the  2d  of  Maroh  h(i,  contravening  in  part  the  treat] 
c^'aini*^y  ^nd  commerce  of  1778,  injurious  to  our  lawful  com- 
merce, and  endangering  the  liyes  of  our  citizens.  A  copy  d 
this  decree  will  be  laid  before  you. 

III.  WMle  we  are  endeavouring  to  adjuft  our  diflFerences  witi 
France  by  amicable  negotiation,  the  progrefs  of  the  war  in  £a 
rope,  the  depredations  on  our  commerce,  the  perfonal  injuries  ti 
our:cifi2ens,  and  the  general  complexion  of  affairs,  render  it  m; 
indifpenfable  duty  to  recommend  to  your  confidcration  eficAua 
ineafures  of  defence,  *  - 

-  IV.  It  is  impofliblc  to  conceal  from  ourfelves,  or  the  woric: 
what  has  been  before  obfcrvcd,  that  endeavours  have  been  cpr 
ployed  to  fofter  and  eftablifli  a  divifion  between  the  govemmeK 
and-  the  people  of  the  United  States.  To  inveftigate  the  cau(<c 
ivhich  have  encouraged  this  attempt  is  not  nccclfary  \  but  to  r^ 
pel,  by  decided  and  united  councils,  infinuations  fo  derogatory  ^ 
the  honour  and  aggreffions  fo- dangerous  to  the  conilitution,  linio^ 
,  and  even  independence  of  the  nation,  is  an  indifpenfable  duty. 


No.  II. 

Dear  Sir,  Paris,  Nov,  8,  1797. 

WE  now  cnclofe  you,  in  thirty-fix  quarto  pages  of  ciph^ 
and  in  eight  pages  of  ciphered  exhibits,  the  fcquel  to  the  deta*« 
commenced  in  No.  I.  dated  the  2 2d  of  laft  mpnth  ;  and  have  ^. 
honour  to  be 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants, 

Charles  Cotesworth  Pincki^s- 
J.  Marshall. 
E.  Gerry. 
Colonel  Pickering, 

Oflober  27,  1797. — About  twelve  wc  received  another  v* 
from  M.  X.     FJe  immediately  mentioned  the  great  event  *- 
need  in  the  papers,  and  then  faid,  ihnt  fome  propofals  frc^ 
)ad  been  expedlcd  on  the  fubjeft  on  which  wc  had  before  C9^ 


nou 
us  had 


verfcd ;  that  the  Dlreftory  were  becoming  impatient,  and  woi- 
take  a  decided  courfe  with  regard  to  America,  if  we  could  n^ 

fof!^ 


(    195    ) 

foften  them.     We  anfwcred,  that  on  that  fubjcfl  wc  had  already 
fpoken  explicitly,  and  had  nothing  farther  to  add.     Me  men* 
tiooedthe  change  in  the  flate  of  things  wlikh  had  been  produced 
by  the  peace  with  the  Emperor,  as  wai ranting  an  expedation  of 
aduDge  in  our  ryftcm  ;  to  which  wc  only  replied,  tl:at  this  event 
bd  been  expeftcd  by  iis,  and  would  not  in  any  degree  afFedt  our 
CDodud.     M.  X.  urged,  that  the  Dircflory  had,  fince  this  peace, 
blen  a  higher  and  more  decided  tone  with  refped  to  us,  and  all 
(xher  neutral  nations,  than  had  been  before  taken  ;  that  it  had 
been  determined,  that  all  nations  (liotild  aid  them,  or  be  confl- 
'  tred  and  treated  as  their  enemies.     Wc  anfvcrcd,  that  fuch  an 
e&fi  had  already  been  contemplated  by  us  ns  probable,  and  had 
BOl  bren  overlooked,  when  we  gave  to  this  propofiiion  our  de- 
cided anfwcr  ;  and  further,  that  we  had  no  powers  to  negotiate 
(bra  loan  of  money  ;  that  our  government  had  not  contemplated 
ludi  a  circumftance  in  any  degree  whatever  ;  that  if  we  ihouid 
tioulate  a  loan,  it  ihouid  be  a  perfedly  void  thing,  and  would 
only  deceive  France,  and  expofe  ourfel  ves.  M.  X.  again  expatiated 
on  the  power  and  violence  of  France  :  he  urged  the  danger  of  ou^ 
fitintbn,  and  prefled  the  policy  of  foftening  them,  and  of  thereby 
obtaining  time.     The  prefent  men,  he  faid,  would  very  probably^ 
not  continue  long  in  power  \  and  it  would  be  very  unfortunatCy 
u  thofe  who  might  fucceed,  with  better  difpofitions  towards  us. 
fluoU  find  the  two  nation^  in  adual  war.     VVe  anfwered,  that  ir 
'^r  (hould  be  made  on  us  by  France,  it  would  be  (6  obvioufly' 
forced  on  us,  that,  on  a  change  of  men,  peace  might  be  made 
■*^th  as  much  facility  as  the  prefent  differences  conld  be  accom- 
modated:   we  added,    that  all  America  deprecated  a  war  vs^ith 
France;  but  that  our  present  fituation  was  more  ruinous  to  us 
than  a  declared  war  would  be;  that  at  prefent  our  commerce  was 
plundered  unprotedled  ;  but  that  if  war  was  declared,  we  fhould 
fek  the  means  of  prote<Aion.     M.  X.  faid,  he  hoped  we  (hould 
**«l  form  a  connexion  with  Britain  ;  and  we  anfwered,  that  we 
'^ODcd  fo  too;  that  wc  had  all  been  engaged  in  our  revolution  war, 
^^  felt  its  injuries;  that  it  had  made  the  deepefl  imprcrtion  on 
^;  but  that  if  France  (hould  attack  us,  we  inu(t  feek  the  bcft 
'^^Ws  of  felf-defence.     M.  X.  again   returned  to  the  fubjeft  of 
ttioney:  faid  he,  Gentlemen,  you  do  not  fpeak  to  the  point — it  is 
^^ncy;  it  is  expedled  that  you  will  o(Fer  money.     We  (aid,  wc 
"3d  fpoken  to  that   point  very  explicitly  ;  we  had  given  an  an- 
fver.    No,  faid   he,  you  have  not ;  what  is  your  anfwcr  ?  We 
^^plicd,  It  is.  No  ;  no  ;  not  a  (ixpence.     He  again  called  our 
^^ctitiorf  to  the  dangers  which  threatened  our  country*  and  a(ked, 
rfitwotrid  not  be  prudent,  though  wc  might  not  make  a  loan  to 
^^ittfron,  to  intereft  an  influential  friend  in  our  favour?     He 
'^'d,  we  ought  to  confider  what  men  we  had  to  treat  with ;  that 
Aey  (Bfregarded  the  juftice  of  our  claims,    and  the  rcafoning 

C  c   2  vi^ti 
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with  which  we  might  fupport  them ;  that  they  difregardcd  thi 
own  colonies ;  and  confidered  themfelves  as  perfe£lly  invuloeral 
with  refped  to  us;  that  we  could  only  acquire, an  intereft  amoi 
them  by  a  judicious  application  of  money  ;  and  it  was  for  us 
confideiy  whether  the  (ituation  of  our  country  did  not  require  tt 
thefe  means  (hpuld  be  reforted  to.  We  obferved,  that.the  condii 
of  the  French  government  was  fuch  as  to  leave  us  iQuch  reafoo 
fear^  that,  (hould  we  give  the  money,  it  would  ^fftSt  no  go 
purpofcj  and  would  not  produce  a  juft  mode-^of  thinking  m 
refpedl  to  us.  He  faid,  that  when  we  employed  a  lawyer  we.ga 
him  a  fee,  without  knowing  whether  the  caufeoould  be  gain^ 
not ;  but  it  was  neceflary  to  have  one,  and  we  paid  for  his  fervio 
whether  thofe  fervices  were  fuccefsful  or  not :  fo  in  the  prefc 
ftate  of  things,  the  money  mud  be  advanced  for  the  good  offi< 
the  individuals  were  to  render,  whatever  might  be  the  efied 
thofe  good  offices.  We  told  him  there  was  no  parallel  in  i 
cafes ;  that  a  lawyer,  not  being  to  render  the  adjudgment,  coi 
not  command  fuccefs :  he  could  only  endeavour  to  obtain  it ;  a 
confequently,  we  could  only  pav  him  for  his  endeavours :  but  t 
DireSory  could  decide  on  the  iflue  of  our  negotiation.  It  b 
only  to  order  that  no  more  American  veflfels  (hould  be  feized»  a 
to  dire£k  thofe  now  in  cuflody  to  be  reftored,  and  there  could  be 
oppofition  to  the  order.  He  faid,  that  all  the  members  of  t 
Dire£tory  were  not  difpofed  to  receive  our  money :  that  Merii 
for  inftance,  was  paid  from  another  quarter,  and  would  touch 
part  of  the  douceur  which  was  to  come  from  us.  We  repU< 
that  we  underftood  that  Merlin  was  paid  by  the  owners  of  this  p 
vateers ;  and  he  nodded  an  aflent  to  the  fad.  He  proceeded 
prefs  this  fubje£l  with  vaft  perfeverance.  He  told  us  that  we  pi 
money  to  obtain  peace  with  the  Aigerines  and  with  the  Indian 
and  that  it  was  doing  no  more  to  pay  France  for  peace.  Tothii 
was  anfwered,  that  when  our  government  commenced  a  treaty 4ir: 
either  Algiers  or  the  Indian  tribes,  it  was  underQood  that  moo 
was  to  form  the  bafis  of  the  treaty,  and  was  its  eiTential  artid 
that  the  whole  nation  knew  it,  and  was  prepared  to  exped  it  ai 
thing  of  courfe  ;  but  that,  in  treating  with  Frapce,  ouv  govei 
ment  had  fuppofed  that  the  propofition,  fuch  as  he  fpoke  i 
would,  ifmadebyus,  give  mortal  offence. 

He  aflced,  if  our  government  did  not  know  that  nothing  wai 
be  obtained  here  without  money  ?  We  replied,  that  our  govenmn 
had  not  even  fufpeded  fuch  a  ftate  of  things. — He  appeared  fi 
prifed  at  it,  and  faid,  there  was  not  an  American  in  Paris  w 
could  not  have  given  that  information.  We  told  him  that  1 
letters  of  our  minifter  had.  indicated  a  very  contrary  temper  in  \ 
government  of  France ;  and  had  reprefented  it  as  a&ing  entin 
upon  principle,  and  as  feeling  a  very  pure  and  difintercfted  j 
iiedion  for  America.    He  looked  fomewhat  A^^fW>  .wd  j6 

brlfl 
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bnikly  to  General  Pinckney,   Well,  Sir,  you  have  been  a  long 
tineia  France  and  in  Holland — what  do  yon  think  of  it  ?  General 
Piockney  anfwercd,  that  he  confldered  M#  X.  and  M.  Y.  as  men 
oftnidi,  and,  of  confequence,  he  conld  but  have  one  opinion  on 
thefiibjed. — He  ftated  that  Hamburgh  and  other  ftates  of  Europe 
weitcUiged  to  buy  a  peace;  and  that  it  would  be  equally  for  our 
ioteieft  to  do  (b.     Once  more  he  fpoke  on  the  danger  of  a  breach 
withFnnce»  and  of  her  power,  which  nothing  could  refift.     We 
Cold  him»  that  it  would  be  in  vfiin  for  us  to  deny  her  power,  or 
the  folicitude  we  felt  to  avoid  a  conteft  with  it ;  that  no  nation 
efiimated  her  power  more  highly  than  America,  or  wifhed  more 
to  be  on  amicable  terms  with  her;  but  that  one  objefl  was  dill 
dearer  to  us  than  the  friendfhipof  France — which  was  our  national 
independence:  that  America  had  taken  a  neutral  ftation  ;  (he  had 
A  ri^t  to  take  it ;  no  nation  had  a  right  to  force  us  out  of  it ;  that 
to  lad  a  fum  of  money  to  a  belligerent  power,  abounding  in  every 
thing  requifite  for  war  but  moneyi  was  to  relinquifb  our  neutra* 
litji  and  take  part  in  the  war ;  to  lend  this  money  under  the  la(h 
wl coercion  of  France,  was  to  relinquifb  the  government  of  our- 
fiebet,and  to  fubmit  to  a  foreign  government  impofed  upon  us  by 
fcKt;  that  we  would  make  at  lead  one  manly  flruggle  before  we 
tlm  fiirrendered  our  national  independence  ;  that  our  cafe  was 
different  from  that  of  one  of  the  minor  nations  of  Europe ;  they 
'^vere  unable  to  maintain  their  independence,  and  did  not  exped  to 
dofe:  America  was  a  great,  and,  fo  far  as  concerned  her  felf- 
tleteoce,  a  powerful  nation  ;  (he  was  able  to  maintain  her  inde- 
pendence ;  and  muft  deferve  to  lofe  it,  if  (he  permitted  it  to  be 
'Wrefled  from  her ;  that  France  and  Britain  had  been  at  war  for 
fifty  years  of  the  lad  hundred,  and  might  probably  be  at 
for  fifty  years  of  the  century  to  come  ;  that  America  hadno 
sxiotives  which  could  induce  her  to  Involve  hcrfelf  in  thofe  wars  ; 
^Midthat,  if  (he  now  preferved  her  neutrality  and  her  independence, 
it  was  mod  probable  that  (he  would  not  in  future  be  afraid,  as  (he 
Iftadbeen  for  four  years  pad  ;  but  if  ihe  now  fiirrendcred4ier  rights 
offdf-government  to  France,  or  permitted  them  to  be  torn  from 
Her,  ihe  could  not  expeft  to  recover  them,  or  to  remain  neutral 
in  any  future  war.     He  faid  that  France  had  lent  us  money  during 
^tr  revolution  war,  and  only  required  that  we  (hould  now  exhibit 
'^bme  friendihip  for  her.     We  anfwercd,  that  the  cafes  were 
'^tjdi&rent:  that  America  folicited  a  loan  from  France,  and 
Idtker  at  liberty  to  grant  or  refufe  it ;  but  that  France  demanded 
tt  from  America,  and  left  us  no  choice  on  the  fubjefl.     We  alfo 
^him  there  was  another  difference  in  the  cafes ;  that  the  money 
'^Icnt  by  France  for  great  national  and  French  objeds ;  it  was 
lent  to  maim  a  rival,  and  an  enemy  whom  (he  hated ;  that  the 
^Meji^iifiimiby  Ametka,  wouti^  not.be  for  any '  American 
<^!9cft0M  Fhinie^td  e^ni  ftill  further  her  conquefls. 
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The  converfation  conlimied  for  nearly  two  hours  ;  and  the  pul 
and  private  advance  of  money  was  prefled  and  repreffed  in  a 
jiety  of  form?.  At  length  M.  X.  faid  that  he  did  not  blame  i 
tliat  our  determination  was  certainly  proper,  if  we  could  keep 
but  he  (bowed  decidedly  his  opinion  to  be,  that  we  could  not  kc 
it.  He  faid  that  he  would  communicate,  as  nearly  as.  he  cou, 
^ir  converfation  to  the  minifter,  or  to  M.  Y.  to  be  given  by  hi 
lothe  minifter;  we  arc  not  certain  which.  Wc  then  fcparatc 
On  the  22d  of  Oftober,  M.  Z.  a  French  gentleman  of  refpeftab 
character,  informed  Mr.  Gerry,  that  M.  Talleyrand,  minifter 
foreign  relations,  who  prnfcircd  to  be  Mipll  difpofed  towards  d 
United  Slates,  had  expcded  to  have  fecn  the  Ameiican  minifte 
frequently  in  their  private  capacities ;  and  to  have  conferred  wil 
them  individually  on  the  obje<^^s  of  their  million  ;  and  had  at 
thorized  M.  Z.  to  make  this  communication  to  Mr.  Gcrr 
The  latter  fcnt  for  his  colleagues,  and  a  conference  was  held  wit 
M.  Z.  on  the  fubje(*t,  in  which  General  Pinckney  and  Gencr 
Marlhall  exprelTcd  their  opinions,  that,  not  being  acquainted  wit 
M«  Talleyrand,  they  could  not  with  propriety  call  on  him;  bt 
that,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  France,  he  might  expeift  this  < 
Mr.  Gerry,  irom  a  previous  acquaintance  in  America.  Th 
Mr.  Gerry  relu6lantly  complied  with  on  the  23d,  and  with  M. 2 
called  on  M.Talleyrand,  who,  not  being  then  at  his  office,  appoint! 
the  28th  for  the  interview.  After  the  hrft  introduSion,  M-  Ti' 
leyrand  began  the  conference.  He  faid,  that  the  Direflory  ha 
paftedan  arrcte,  which  he  offered  for  perufal,  in  which  they  W 
demanded  of  the  envoys  an  explanation  of  fome  parts,  and  a  reps 
ration  for  others,  of  the  Prefident's  fpcech  to  Congrefs  of  the  161 
of  Rfav  la  ft  :  he  was  fcnfiblc,  he  faid,  that  difliculties  would  exi 
on  the  part  of  the  envoys,  relative  to  the  demand;  but  that  » 
iheir  ofFeiing  Uioncy  he  thought  he  could  prevent  the  effeft  of  tl 
arritc.  M.  Z.  at  the  rcquwft  of  Mr.  Gerry,  having.ftatcd  th 
the  envoys  have  no  ftich  powers,  M.  Talleyrand  replied,  they  c; 
in  iiich  cafe  take  a  power  on  thcmrt-hts,  and  propofcd  that  th 
fhoiild  make  a  loan.  Mr.  (..ktiv  thi  n  addreffed  M,  Tal!cyr3 
diiiiinc^ly  in  Englilh,  which  lie  faid  he  underftood,  and  ftat* 
that  tiic  uneafinefs  of  the  DireClory,  rcful ting  from  the  Prefidcf 
fpcech,  was  a  fiibjcdl  uticonuedttd  \\  iih  the  objefts  of  the  mifli^ 
that  M.  Bnrras,  in  his  fpeech  to  Mr.  Monroe,  on  his  recall,  J 
exnreifed  himfelf  in  a  mariner  difpleiafing  to  the  government  - 
citizens  of  the  liiiittd  States;  that  the  Prefident,  as  the  ertV 
conceited,  had  made  fucli  ohleivationv  on  M.  Harras's  fpcccf^ 
were  necelfary  to  vindicate  the  hon^mr  of  the  United  States;  '^ 
this  was  not  confulcred  by  our  government  as  a  fubjeft  of  difp 
between  the  two  nations;  that  having  no  inftrucltons  refpcfk- 
jt,  we  could  not  make  nnv  cxplanatiorjs  or  reparations  relating 
it ;  and  that  M,  Talleyrand  himfelf  was  fuflicienily  acqiiair^ 
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vltbthccofiftitution  of  the  United  States  to  be  convijiced  of  die 
(rodi  of  thcfe  obfervations. 

Mr.  Gerry  further  ilated,  that  the  powers  of  ihe  envoys^  as 
they  conceived,  were  adequate  to  the  difcuflion  and  adjiiltincnt  of 
aU  points  of  real  diflfereoce  between  the  two  nations;  that  they 
could  alter  and  amend  the  treaty,  or,  if  neccHary,  form  a  new 
mk;  (hat  the  United  States  were  anxiouily  dcilrous  of  rcnnoving 
illcsuifes  of  complaint  between  themfeivus  and  France,  and  e£ 
ttcwiog  their  former  friendlhip  and  intcrcourfe  on  terms  which 
rouldbe  mutually  honourable  and  bcneiicial  to  the  two  nations^ 
4it  not  on  any  other  terms ;  that  as  to  a  loan,  we  had  no  powers 
rhatever  to  make  one  ;  that  if  wc  were  to  au^rnpt  it,  we  ihould 
eceive  himfclf  and  the  Dire<5lory  likewife,  which  as  men  of  ho^ 
our  we  could  not  <lo  ;  but  that  we  could  fend  one  of  o\ir  number 
Drioftnidions  on  this  propofiticn,  if  deemed  expedient,  pro- 
Nfcdtliat  the  other  objeSs  of  the  negotiation  could  be  difaifrcii 
odadjufied  ;  that  as  he  had  expreiTed  a  defire  to  confer  with  the 
mjs  individually,  it  was  the  wi(h  of  Mr.  Gerry  that  fuch  a  con- 
aencejQiould  take  place,  and  their  opinions  thus  be  afcertained^ 
dttdk  he  conceived  correfponded  with  his  own  in  the  particulars 
XDtioned.  M*  Talleyrand,  in  anfwer,  faid,  he  (faould  be  glad 
icooiier  with  the  other  envoys  individually,  but  that  this  matter 
iMut  the  nxoney  muft  be  fettled  dire6lly,  without  fciKling  to 
^ica ;  that  be  would  not  communicate  the  arrcte  for  a  week  ; 
odthit  if  we  could  adjuft  the  difficulty  refpe&ing  the  fpecch,  an 
Implication  would  neverthelefs  go  to  the  United  States  for  a  loan, 
^coorier  arrived  at  this  moment  from  Italy,  and  M.  Talleyrand 
Pjxaring  impatient  to  read  the  letters,  Mr.  .Gerry  took  leave  of 
UD immediately.  He  followed  to  the  door,  and  deflred  M.  Z. 
^Kpeat  to  Mr.  Gerry  what  he,  M.  Talleyrand,  had  faid  to  him. 
bi  Gerry  then  returned  to  his  quarters  with  M.  Z.  took  down  the 
Uticulars  of  this  interview  as  before  dated,  fent  for  Generals 
"iockney  and  Marihall,  and  read  it  to  them  in  the  prefence  of 
f*Z.  who  confirmed  it.  Generals  Pinckncy  and  Marfliall  then 
UbedM.  Z«  to  inform  M.Talleyrand  that  they  had  nothing  to 
Alto  this  conference,  and  did  not  wifii  th;it  the  arrete  might  be 
'c^fcd  on  their  account. 


^fwirofAf^  Barras^  Prejident  of  the  Executive  Dlreffory^  to  thi 
Sfi^bofAfr,  Alonroe^  on  taking  leave^  to  which  the  Speech  of  th$ 
frtfdtnt  of  the  United  States  refers. 

**  Mr.  Minider  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  America, 

"  BY  prefcnting  to-day  your  letters  of  recall  to  the  Exeputive 
Dirtftory,  you  give  to  Europe  a  very  ftrange  fpedacle. 
"  France,  rich  iahcr  liberty,  furroundcd  by  a  crowd  of  viflories, 
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ftrong  in  the  efteem  of  her  allies,  will  not  abafe  herfelf  by  calc 
lating  the  confequences  of  the  condefcenfion  of  the  American  g 
vernment  to  the  fuggeflions  of  her  former  tyrants. — Moreore 
the  French  republic  hopes,  that  the  fucceubrs  of  Columbu 
Kamhiph  *,  and  Penn,  always  proud  of  their  liberty,  will  nev 
forget  that  they  owe  it  to  France.  They  Mvill  weigh4n  their  wifda 
the  magnanimous  benevolence  of  the  French  people  with  t 
crafty  carefles  of  certain  perfidious  perfons,  who  meditate  bring!  3 
them  back  to  their  former  flavery.  AiTurc  the  good  American  pe 
pie.  Sir,  that,  like  them,  we  adore  liberty ;  that  they  will  alwa 
have  our  efteem,  and  that  they  will  find  in  the  French  people  k 
publican  g^nerofity,  which  knows  how  to  grant  peace  as  it  does 
caufe  its  fovereigpty  to  be  refpefled. 

*'  As  to  you,  Mr.  Minifter  Plenipotentiary,  you  have  combat 
for  principles,  you  have  known  the  true  intereds  of  your  countc 
Depart  with  our  regret.     In  you  we  give  up  a  repcefentative 
America,  and  retain  the  remembrance  of  the  citizen  whofe  pc 
fonal  qualities  did  honour  to  that  title." 

Oifoher  2giL  M.  X.  again  called  on  us.  He  faid  M.  Tallr 
rand  was  extremely  anxious  to  be  of  fervice  to  us,  and  had  a 
quefled  that  one  more  effort  fhould  be  made  to  induce  us  to  enah 
him  to  be  fo.  A  great  deal  of  the  fame  converfation  which  h 
pafTed  at  our  former  interviews  was  repeated.  The  power  and  t 
haughtinefs  of  France  was  again  difplayed  to  us.  We  were  tol 
that  the  deftrudion  ^pf  England  was  inevitable;  and  that  t 
wealth  and  arts  of  that  nation  would  naturally  pafsover  to  Am 
rica,  if  that  event  fhould  find  us  in  peace.  To  this  bbfcrvaiic 
we  replied,  that  France  would  probably  forbid  America  to  recei^ 
fnem,  in  like  manner  as  the  had  forbid  Switzerland  to  permit  tl 
refidence  in  its  country  of  a  Britifh  minifler.  We  told  him  alf 
that  we  were  fenfible  of  the  value  of  peace,  and  therefore  fougl 
ii  unrcmitiingly,  but  that  it  was  real  peace  we  fought  for,  ai 
real  peace  only  which  could  be  defirable. 

The  fum  of  his  propofition  was,  that  if  we  would  pay,  by  ws 
of  fees  (that  was  his  expreflion),  the  fum  of  money  demanded  fi 
private  ufe,  the  Diredory  would  not  receive  us ;  but  would  perflQ 
us  to  remain  in  Paris  as  we  now  were  ;  and  we  (hould  be  receive 
by  M.  Talleyrand,  until  one  of  us  could  go  to  An^erica  and  coi 
fiilt  our  government  on  the  fubjcdb  of  the  loan.  Thefe  were  tl 
circumftanccs,  he  faid,  under  which  the  minifter  of  Portugal  hs 
treated.  We  aflced  him  if,  in  the  mean  time,  the  DireAoi 
would  order  the  American  properly  not  yet  pafTed  into  the  han« 
of  the  privateerfinen,  to  be  reilored.  He  faid  explicitly,  that  the 
\vould  not.     We  afked  him,  whether  they  would  fufpend  ftirthi 

•  Probably  intended  for  Raleigh; 
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drtredations  on  our  commerce  ?  He  faid  they  would  not :  biit 
M.  Talleyrand  obferved,  that  on  this  fubjed  we  could  not  fuftain 
much  additiooal  injury,  becaufe  the  winter  feafon  was  approach* 
lag,  when  few  additional  captures  would  be  made.  We  told  him 
that  France  had  taken  violently  from  America  more  than  fifty 
niliioDS  of  dollars,  and  treated  us  in  every  refpe£l  as  enemies,  in 
ictDm  of  the  friendfliip  wc  had  manifefled  for  her ;  that  we  had 
come  to  endeavour  to  reftore  harmony  to  the  two  nations,  and  to 
obtain  cpmpenfation  for  the  injuries  our  countrymen  fuflained  ; 
and  that  in  lien  of  this  compenfation,  we  were  told  that  if  we 
would  pay  twelve  hundred  thoufand  livres,  we  might  be  permitted 
to  remain  in  Paris,  which  would  only  give  us  the  benefit  of  feeing 
the  plays  and  operas  of  Paris  for  the  winter,  that  we  might  have 
time  to  aflc  from  our  country  to  exhauft  her  refources  for  France, 
whofe  depredations  would  be  continued.  He  again  ftated,  that 
bythitprocedure  wefliould  fufpend  a  war;  and  that,  perhaps,  in 
fin  of  fix  months,  power  might  change  hands. 

We  told  him  that  what  we  wilhed  to  fee  in  France  was  a  temper 

fincoely  friendly  to  the  United  States,  and  really  difpofed  to  do  us 

-  jtdKce ;  that  if  we  could  perceive  this,  we  might  not  fo  much  re- 

&ti  a  little  money,  fuch  as  he  ftated  to  be  ufual,  although  we 

liwild  hazard  ourfelves  by  giving  it ;  but  that  we  faw  only  evi- 

^kacesof  the  moil  extreme  hoftility  towards  us:  war  was  made 

^ipoD  us  fo  far  as  France  could  make  it  in  the  prefent  ftatc  of 

things;  and  it  was  not  even  propofed,  that  on  receiving  our  mp* 

^  this  war  (hould  ceafe :  we  had  no  reafoti  to  believe  that  a  pof- 

^Uebenefit  could  refiilt  from  it ;  and  we  defircd  him  to  fay,  that 

^'fe  would  not  give  a  (hilling,   unlefs    American   property   un- 

juSly  captured  was  previoufly  rcftorcd,    and  further  hoftilities 

iWpended ;  and  that  unlefs  this  was  done,  we  did  not  conceive  that 

'^could  even  confult  our  government  concerning  a  loan  :  that  if 

^1k  DireSory  would  receive  us  and  commence  negotiations,  and 

^y  tiling  occurred  which  rendered  a  confultation  of  the  govern- 

nimt  neceflary,  one  of  us  would  return  to  America  for  that  pur- 

poTe.    He  faid,  that  without  this  money  we  (hould  be  obliged  to 

qnit  Paris ;  and  that  we  ought  to  confidcr  the  confequences :  the 

Foperty  of  the  Americans  would  be  confifcated,  and  their  veiTels 

in  port  embargoed.   We  told  him,  that  unlefs  there  was  a  hope  of 

^reconciliation,  thefe  evils  could  not  be  prevented  by  us ;  and  the 

little  delay  we  might  obtain  would  only  increafe  them  ;  that  our 

l^ffion  had  induced  nuny  of  our  countrymen  to  truft  their  vefTels 

*ntoihe  ports  of  France,  and  that  if  wc  remained  in  Paris,  that 

^^  circumftance  would  increafe  the  number ;  and  confe^uently 

fne  injury  which  our  countrymen  would  fuftain,  if  France  could 

P«nnit  hcrfclf  fo  to  violate  her  own  engagements  and  the  laws  of 

'J^'imft.  He  expre(red  a  wi(h  that  M.  Y,  (hould  fee  us  once  more* 

^^  told  him  that  a  vidt  from  M.  Yt  as  a  private  gentleman, 
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t^ouMalways  he-  agreeable  to  us  ;  but  if  he  came  only  with  the 
pedtatton  that  uc  (hould  Oipulate  advances  of  money,  wit 
previoufly  cdablilhing  a  folid  and  permanent  reconciliation 
might  fave  htmfclf  the  trouble  of  the  application,  bccaufe  it  v 
iiibjeil  we  had  con-fidtred  maturely,  and  on  which  we  were 
moveable.  He  parted  with  us,  faying,  if  that  was  the  ca 
wonid  not  be  worth  while  for  M.  Y.  to  come.  In  the  ever 
irhile  General  Pinckney  and  General  Marfhall  were  ab 
M.  Y.  and  M.  X.  called,  and  were  invited  by  Mr.  Gen 
breakfaft  with  us  the  next  morning* 

Offober ^ry*  Immediately  aftdr  breakfaft  the  fubjcfl  wai 

filmed.  M.  Y.  fpoke  without  interruption  for  near  an  hour. 

fiid  that  he  was  Jeflrous  of  making  a  lafleffbitto  ferve  ns,  by 

pofmg  fomething  which  might  accommodate  the  difference! 

twcen  the  two  nations ;  that  what  he  was  now  about  to  mei 

had  not  by  any  means  the  approbation  of  the  Diredory;   nor  c 

M.  lalleyrand  undertake  farther  than  to  make  from  us  the 

pofition  to  the  Directory,  and  ufe  his  infi«ence  for  its  fuo 

that  lad  week  M.  Talleyrand  could  not  have  ventured  to  hav 

fered  fuch  propofitions  ;  but  that  his  fituation  had  been  very 

terially  changed  by  the  peace  with  Emperor.     By  that  peac 

bad  acquired  in  an  high  degree  the  confidence  of  the  Diredory 

jK)w  pofTefled  great  influence  with  that  bt)dy;  that  he  wa! 

clofely  conneded  with  Buonaparte  and  the  generals  of  the  arc 

Italy,  and  was  to  be  coniidercd  as  firmly  fixed  in  his  poft,  at 

for  five  or  fix  months  ;  that  u;r>der  thcfe  circumftances  he  i 

undertake  to  offer,  in  our  behalf,  propofitions  which  bcfon 

incrcafe  of  influence  he  could  not  have  hazarded.     M.  Y. 

called  our  attention  to  our  own  fituation,  and  to  the  force  Fi 

w^s  capable  of  Wring rng  to  hear  upon  us.     He  faid  that  we 

the  bell  judges  of  our  capacity  to  rcfift,  fo  far  as  depended  oi 

own  refources,  and  ought  not  to  deceive  ourfclves  on  fo  inten 

a  fubje£t.     The  fate  of  Venice  was  one  which  might  beft 

United  States.     But  he  proceeded  to  obferve,  it  was  probabl 

might  rely  on  forming  a  league  with  England.     If  we  had  fi 

reliance,  it  "would  tail  us.     The  fituation  of  England  was  fui 

TO  compel  Pitt  to  mal^c  peace  on  the  terms  of  France.     A  vs 

ot  caufes  were  in  operation,  which  made  fuch  anefl^cA  abfo! 

certain.     To  {Ay  nothing  of  the  oppofition  in  England  to  lh< 

niftcr  and  to  the  war,  an  oppofition  which  the  fears  of  the  r 

would  increafe;  to  fay  nothing  of  a  war  againfl  England  \ 

was  preparing  in  the  North ;  an  army  of  one  hundred  and 

thoufand  men,  under  the  command  of  Buonaparte,  fpread  upc 

coafl  of  France,  and  aided  by  all  the  va(t  refources  of  hts  gc 

would  mod  probably  be  enabled  to  invade  England :  in  \ 

event  their  government  would  be  overturned  ;  but  (hould  tb 

vafion  not  be  abfolutely  efTcded^  yet  the  alirm  it  would  I 

thi 
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Througli  the  nation,  the  enormmis  espenfe  it  mud  produce,  wouli 

infallibly  ruin  them,  if  it  was  to  be  contihued,  and  would  drive 

<tieiii  to  fave   themfelves  by  a  peace;  that  independent  of  thist 

France  poflfeiTed  means  which  would  infallibly  deftroy  their  bank, 

mod  their  whole  paper  fyftem.     Me  faid  he  knew  very  well  it  wa$ 

generally  conje6lured  that  Buonaparte  would  leave  luly,  and  the 

army  which  had  conquered  under  him,  and  which  adored  him  ;  he 

allured  [us  that]  nothing  could  be  more  unfounded  than  the  con* 

jedure,  that  Buonaparte  had  for  more  than  ten  days  left  Italy  for 

R^ftadt,  to  preflde  over  thecongrefs  which  was  formed  for  adjuft* 

itig  the  aflairs  of  the  Empire.     He  faid  that  Pitt  himfelf  was  fo 

confident  of  the  abfolute  npcelfity  of  peace,  that  after  the  naval 

vidoty  over  the  Dutch,  he  had  figniRed  his  readinefs  to  treat  on 

^he  fame  terms  he  had  offered  before  that  adlion;  we  could  not 

^hen  rely  on  the  afliftance  of  England.     What,  he  afked,  would 

^our  fituation  if  peace  (hould  be  made  with  £ngland  before  our 

^fifierence  with  France  would  be  accommodated  ?  But,  he  con« 

tinned,  if  even  England  (hould  be  able  to  continue  the  war,  and 

America  Qiould  unite  with  her,  it  would  not  be  in  our  power  to 

^Djure  France.     We  might,  indeed,  wound  her  ally;  but,  ifws 

did,  it  would  be  fo  much  the  worfe  for  us.     After  having  dated 

^hedangers  attending  U€,  if  we  (hould  engage  in  the  war,  he  pro*- 

deeded  to  the  advantages  we  might  derive  from  a  neutral  fltuation; 

^tid  infifted  at  large  on  the  weaith  which  would  naturally  flow  into 

^urcountry  from  the  deltrudion  of  England. 

He  next  proceeded  to  detail  the  prop(»ritions,  which  are  in  fub- 
AjHice  in  the  paper  annexed,  marked  (A),  except  that  he  infilled 
^tiatwe  (hould  engage  to  ufe  our  influence  with  our  ^government 
for  the  loan.  He  ftated  expxefsly,  that  the  propofitions  were  to 
be  confidercd  as  made  by  us  ;  that  M.  Talleyrand  would  not  be 
■^rponfible  for  the  fuccefs  of  any  one  of  them ;  he  would  only  un- 
^^ertaketoufe  hisinfluence  with  the  Dircdory  in  fupport  of  them. 
^epropofition,  he  faid,  concerning  a  fufpen(ion  ot  hoftilities  oa 
"^hepart  of  France,  was  one  which  proceeded  entirely  from  hini^ 
■elf;  '\f .  Talleyrand  had  nor  been  confulted  upon  it ;  and  he  could 
*^  undertake  to  fay  that  thai  gentleman  would  confent  even  to 
^^1  it  befoi^  the  Dire£lory.  The  proportion  tor  an  advance  in  the 
S^>vemment  of  France,  of  as  much  money  as  was  due  from  it  t6 
^ircitizenson  contrad;,  and  as  might  be  determined  to  be  due  for 
^'cSels  improperly  captured  and  condemned,  was,  he  faid,  indif- 
P^nGible;  unlefs  we  made  thar,  it  was  unneceflary  to  make  any 
^ther ;  for  the  others  would  not  be  received. 

He  expatiated  on  the  vad  advantages  we  fhonld  derive  from  de^ 
^y;  it  was,  he  faid,  abfolutely  to  gain  our  caufe.  He  returned* 
!P  the  danger  of  our  fituation,  and  the  policy  of  making  with 
France  any  accommodation  which  France  would  aifent  to. 
^^^,  fidd  be,  you  believe  that  in  returning  and  expoiing  to 
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your  countrymen  the  unreafonablenefs  of  the  demands  of  tl 
.Ternmenty  you  will  unite  them  in  their  refifiance  to  tho 
mands ;  you  are  millaken-^you  ought  to  know  that  thedipl 
(kill  of  France,  and  the  .means,  (he  poflefles  in  your  count] 
fufficient  to  enable- htfr^  with  the  French  party  in  Amer 
throw  the  blame- which  wilt  attend  the  rupture  of  the  negot 
on  thefederaliftsi  as  you  tetm  yourfelves,  but  on  the 
party»  as  Ffance  terms  you ;  and  you  may  alTure  yourfeh 
will  be  done.  He  conclvkied  with  declarations  of  being  pe 
difintereded ;  and  declared  that  his  only  motives  for  fpeakii 
freely  were  his  friendfhip  for  M.  Talleyrand,  and  his  wi(h 
mote  the  interefts  and  peace  of  the  United  States. 

We  told  him  that  the  freedom  with  which  he  had  fpoke 
which  was  agreeable  to  us,  would  induce  us  to  fpeak  freel] 
and  for  once  to  accompany  our  view  of  the  prefent  (late  of 
with  a  retrofpefl  of  the  pad :  that  America  was  the  only 
upon  earth  which  felt  and  had  exhibited  a  real  friendihip 
republic  of  France ;  that  among  the  empires  round  her, 
were  compelled  to  bend  beneath  hef  power,  and  to  ob 
commands,  there  was  not  one  which  had  voluntarily  ic 
ledged  her  «government,  or  manifeded  for  it  fpontaneou: 
mark  of  regard.  America  alone  had  (lepped  forward,  am 
the  mod  unequivocal  proofs  of  a  pure  and  fmcere  friend(hi 
tinie  when  almod  the  whole  European  world,  when  i 
Germany,  Pruflia,  Riiflia,  Spain,  Sardinia,  Holland^  and  1 
were  leagued  againd  France:  when  her  fituation  was  in  tn 
2;ardoiis,  and  it  was  dangerous  to  hold  even  friendly  inte 
with  her,  America  alone  dood  forward,  and  openly  and 
avowed  her  enthufiafm  in  favour  of  the  xepublic,  and  hi 
and  fmcere  intered  in  her  fate. 

From  that  time  to  the  prefent,  the  government  and  pc( 
the  United  States  have  uniformly  manifcded  a  fincere  and 
friendflijp  for  France,  and  have,  as  they  conceive,  in  no  fir 
dance  given  to  this  republic  juil  caufe  of  umbrage:  if  ih< 
donefo,  they  wirti  it  to  be  pointed  out  to  them.  After  thi 
mination  of  France  to  break  off  all  regular  intercourfe  will 
they  have  fent  three  envoys  extraordinary  to  endeavour  ti 
fuch  explanations  as  might  produce  reconciliation  ; '  thefe 
are  prepared  to  invedigate,  and  with  to  invef^igate  any  m 
which  may  have  given  offence — and  are  perfuaded  that  tl 
entirely  juftify  the  conduct  of  their  government. 

To  this  didant,  unoffending,  friendly  republic,  what 
conduA  and  the  language  of  France  ?  Wherever  our  prope 
be  found,  Ike  fcizes  and  takes  it  from  us  ;  unprovoked,  lli< 
mines  to  treat  us  as  enemies,  and  our  making  no  refidam 
duces  no  diminution  of  hodilltie^againd  us.  She  abufesand 
pur  govcrofflCQt,  endeavours  to  weaken  it  i^  the  edimation 
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peoplcprecarlls  herowA  miniftcr,  refufcs  to  receive  ours;  and,  vihen, 
^xtntxriinzTf  means  are  taken  to  make  fuch  explanations  as  maf 
do  away  isifunderftandingSy  and  fuch  alterations  in  the  exifttng  re- 
lations to  the  two  countries,  as  may  be  mutually  fatisfafkory,  and 
msiyiend  to  produce  haroiony,  the  envoys  who  bear  thefe  powens 
areoot  received;  they  are  not  permitted  to  litter  the  amicable 
^^rf/besof  their  country  ;  but,  in  the  haughty  (lyle  of  a  mailer,  thef 
a^^  told,  that  unlefs  they  will  pay  a  fum,  to  which  their  refources 
r<zsiTOib/  extend,  that  they  may  expe£l  the  vengeance  of  France, 
aix^^l,  like  Venice,  be  erafed  from  the  lill  of  nations  :  that  France 
^^^  i  11  annihilate  the  only  free  republic  upon  earth,  and  the  only  na- 
tion in  the  univcrfe  which  has  voluntarily  manifeiled  for  her   a 
c^xdial  and   real  fricndfbip.     What  impreflion  mu(l  this  make 
^^ixui  the  mind  of  America,  if,  without  provocation,  France  was 
cicseiinioed  lo  make  war  upon  us,  unlefs  we  purchafed  peace  f 
^Ai^e  could  not  eafily  believe  that  even  our  money  would  fave  us — 
OUT  independence  would  never  ceafe  to  give  oflfcncc,  and  would 
^Iviyi  furniOi  a  pretext  for  frefh  demands.     On  tlie  advantages 
neutrality  it  was  unnecelTary  to  fay  any  thing ;  all  the  efforts  of 
our  government  were  exerted  to  maintain   it ;  and  wc  would 
never  nvillingly  part  with  it.     With  refpecl  to  a  political  con- 
nexion with  Britain,  we  told  him,  that  America  had  never  con- 
^cioplated  it.     Whether  the   danger    that   he    reprefentcd  that 
Sovernment  to  be  in,  was  or  was  not  real,  wc  would  not  under- 
lie to  decide.     Britain,  we  believed,  had  much  rcafon  to  wiih 
^or peace;  and  France  had  much  reafon  to  wi(h  for  peace  alfot 
if  peace  already  exifted,  it  wpuld  not  change  the  courfe  America 
Would  purfuc. 

M.  Y.  manifefted  the  moft  cxceflivc  impatience ;  he  interrupted 

^s,  and  faid.  This  eloquent  diiTertation  might  be  true  ;  Amerioi 

niigbt  have  manifeded,  and  he  believed   had   manifcded   great 

^I'itndlhip  for  France,  and  had  ju(l  complaints  againfther;  but 

'^c  did  not  come  to  lillcn  to  thofe  complaints.     The  minifter 

^'^ould,  on  our  rcqucll,  make  for  us  certain  propofitions  to  the 

^^wflory ;  he  had  ilatcd  them  to  us ;  and  all  the  anfwer  he  wiflied 

^«i  Yes  or  no.     Did  we  or  did  wc  not  folicit  the   minifter  to 

*P*kc  the  propofition  for  us?  Wc  told  him,  that,  without  going 

«rthcr  into  the  difcuflion,  we  chofe  to  remark  one  or  two  things  ; 

they  were,  that  the  exifting  treaties  gave  to  France  certain  advan- 

^H^t  which  were  very  client ial  j  that  efpecially  the  American 

^'°3ft  afforded  a  protection,  near  two  thoufand  miles  in  extent,  to 

^be  prizes  made  by  France  on  her  enemies,  and  rcfufed  that  pro- 

^^dion  to  the  prizes  taken  from  her;  that  flie  might  be  aflu red, 

Y*t  in  cafe  of  war  thefe  advantages  would  be  loft  for  ever.     We 

^liQ  told  him^  we  were  convinced  that    France    mifcalculated 

^'^  the  parties  in  America ;  that  the  extreme  injuftice  offered  to 

9^t  country  would  unite  every  man  ag^inft  her.    M.  Xt  informed 
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«s,  that  M.  Talleynnd  would  not  confeot  even  to  lay  this  p 
pofition  before  the  Dircclory  viiihout   previoufly  rcceiviag 
509000/.  or  the  greater  part  of  it. 

M.  Y.  left  in  writing  his  propofitions,  and  we  returned 
anfwer  annexed,  and  marked  B. 

November  ift.  It  was  at  length  agreed,  that  we  would  hold 
more  iodireS  intercoiirfe  with  the  government. 

November  3d.  M.  X.  called  on  u.s  and  told  General  Pincki 
and  General  Klarffaall  (Mr.  Gerry  not  being  within),  that  M* 
wiflied  once  more  to  fee  us.  We  anfwered,  that  we  (hould 
any  time  be  g!ad  to  fee  M.  Y.  as  a  private  gentleman  ^  but  thai 
his  obJc£l  was  only  to  repeat  his  propofitions  for  money,  it  v 
perfectly  unnecclfary  to  do  h ;  hecaufe  on  that  fubjed  it  was  i 
poUible  for  us  to  change  the  anfwer  we  had  already  given.  A 
told  hiin  farther,  that  we  confidercd  it  as  degrading  our  countr) 
carry  on  farther  fuch  an  indircdl  intercourfc  as  we  had  for  fo 
time  fubmittcd  to,  and  i)ad  determined  to  receive  no  pibpofitio 
unlefs  the  perfons  who  bore  them  had  ackiiowledgcd  authority 
treat  with  us.  He  (aid,  that  perhaps  M.  Y.  might  have  writ 
powers  from  the  miniflcr  \  and  we  replied,  thatj  if  he  had, 
ihould  receive  his  communications  with  pleafure.  He  fpoke 
a  probable  peace  with  England,  and,  having  rcquefied  us  to  be 
home  in  the  afternoon,  left  us. 

About  three  o'clock  he  came,  and,  after  fomc  converfation, 
which  we  repeated  in  fubdance  what  is  dated  above,  he  lho« 
us  a  paper,  which  he  faid  was  a  copy  of  a  letter  prepared  for  us 
M«  Talleyrand,  requeflingan  explanation  of  part  of  the  Prefidei 
fpeech,  and  which  he  faid  would  be  fcnt,  unlefs  we  came  into  i 
propofitions  which  had  been  made  us.  We  wifhed  to  take  ace 
of  it,  which  he  declined  permitting,  faying,  he  was  forbidden 
allow  it.  We  fpoke  of  the  letter  coming  to  us  as  a  meafure 
had  no  expedation  of  preventing ;  and  he  faid,  he  could  1 
underdand  that  we  wifhed  it  delayed.  To  which  we  anfwer 
that  the  delay  of  a  few  days  could  not  be  dcfircd,  unlefs  a  he 
exided,  that  the  Directory  might  become  more  friendly  to  < 
country. 

He  faid,  that  intelligence  had  been  received  from  the  Uni 
States,  that  if  Colonel  Burr  and  Mr.  Maddifon  had  conditutcd 
million,  the  differences  between  the  two  nations  would  have  b 
accommodated  before  this  time.  He  added,  as  a  fad  he  was 
indruAcd  to  communicate,  that  M.  Talleyratid  was  preparin 
memorial  to  be  fent  out  to  the  United  States,  complaining  o^ 
as  being  unfriendly  to  an  accommodation  with  France.  Wc 
plied  to  this  intelligence  from  the  United  States,  that  the  minii^ 
coriefpondents  in  America  took  a  good  deal  on  themfelves,  ^ 
they  undertook  to  fay  how  the  Directory  would  have  itcc 
Coitad  Burr  and  Mr.  Maddifcn  \  and  that  with  refpeA  to 

menu 
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memorial  of  M.  Talleyrand,  it  would  not  be  ci(y  for  him  to  con 
vioce  our  cuuntrymeiiy  that  the  ftatements  we  fhould  make  were 
untrue ;  if,  however,  we  were  confident  that  our  condud  would  be 
condemned,  M.  Talleyrand  might  be  afliired,  that  the  fear  of 
ccnfurc  would  not  induce  us  to  defcrve  it,  but  that  wc  (hould  aft 
in  a  manner  which  our  own  judgments  and  confcicnces  would  ap« 
prove  of ;  and  we  trufted  we  ihou'ld  be  fupported  by  the  great  body 
rf  candid  and  honeft  men.  In  this  converfation  we  again  dated, 
ial  America  had  taken  a  neutral  pofition  ;  that  Ihe  had  faithfully 
fcuglitto  preferve  it ;  that  a  loan  of  money  to  one  of  the  belli- 
gmnt  powers  was  direftly  to  take  part  in  the  war ;  and  that  to 
take  part  in  the  war  agninft  her  own  judgment  and  will,  under 
Ae  coercion  of  France,  was  to  furrender  our  independence. 


Exhibit  A. 
[E/ubfed  itt  tbt  Envoys*  Letter  of  November  8,   1797,  No.  II. ] 

THE  American  envoys  (ball  remain  here  for  fix  months,  in  the 
Aae  manner,  and  upon  the  fame  footing  with  regard  to  etiquette^ 
3ididM.  d'Aranjo,  the  envoy  of  Portugal. 

II*  There  (hall  be  named  a  commiflTion  of  five  members^ 
>(Reab]y  to  a  form  to  be  cdablilhcd  for  the  purpofe  of  deciding 
^  xht  reclamations  of  the  Americans,  relative  to  the  prizes 
Ottde  on  them  by  the  French  privatecss. 

IIL  The  American  envoys  will  engage,  that  their  government 
wpy  the  indemnifications,  or  the  amount  of  the  fums  already 
^hcited  to  the  American  creditors  of  the  French  republic,  and  by 
^commiiGoners.  This  payment  (hall  be  made  under  the  name 
^  sn  advance  to  the  French  republic,  who  (hall  repay  it  in  a 
^ineand  a  manner  to  be  agreed  upon. 

IV.  One  of  the  American  envoys  (hail  return  to  America,  to 
•mand  of  his  government  the  necelTary  powers  to  purchafe,  for 
^  the  thirty-twomillions  of  Dutch  refcrtptions  belonging  to 
^French  republic,  in  cafe  the  envoys  fhould  conclude  a  treaty 
^hich  (hall  be  approved  by  the  two  nations. 

V,  In  the  interval  the  definitive  treaty  (hall  proceed,  for  the 
''^nation  of  all  differences  cxifling  between  the  French  republic 
^  the  United  States,  fo  as  that  the  treaty  may  be  concluded  im- 
'^^^ely  on  the  return  of  the  deputy. 

yi.  The  queftion  of  the  role  J*equlpage  (hall  remain  fufpended 
'^tbe  return  of  the  deputy,  and  the  commifHon  (hall  not  pro« 
^nce  upon  any  reclamation  where  this  point  Dial!  be  in  queftion. 

Vll.  During  the  fix  months  granted  for  the  going  and  returning 
^^deputy,  iKiftilities  againft  the  Americans  (nail  be  fufpended,  as 
^I  as  the  pmcefs  for  condemnation  before  the  tribunals :  and  the 
^^^)  of  the  prizes  already  condemned^  in  the  hands  of  the  civil 
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officers  of  the  Action,  (liM  remain  there,  without  being  delivc 
to  the  priviiteers-meo>  until  the  return  of  the  deputy. 


Exhibit  B. 

[Received with  the  Envoys*  Ltiter  No.  II.  dtitci  Bih  November  17c 

THE  envoys  extraordinary  and  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
United  States  cannot  avoid  obfcrving  the  very  uniifual  fitiiai 
in  which  they  are  placed,  by  the  manner  in  which  they  are  al 
permitted  to  make  communications  on  the  objcSs  of  their  mifli 
they  are  called  upon  to  pledge  their  country  to  a  very  g 
amount  \  to  anfwer  demands,  which  appear  to  them  as  ex 
ordinary  as  they  were  unexpcdled,  without  being  permitted 
difcufs  the  reafon,  the  jufticc,  or  the  policy  on  which  thofe 
mands  arc  founded,  and  not  only  without  aflu ranees,  that 
lights  of  the  United  States  will  in  future  be  refpefted,  but  witl 
a  document  to  prove,  that  thofe  to  whom  they  are  required  to  c 
tbemfelves  without  refen'e,  and  at  whofe  inftance  thev  are  cfl 
on  to  facrifice  fo  much,  are  empowered,  even  by  the  minifter 
hold  any  communication  with  them :  yet  fuch  is  the  anxious 
ical  folicitude  of  ihc  envoys  to  fcize  any  occafion  which  1 
afford  a  hope,  however  diftnnt,  of  coming  to  thofe  explanat 
which  they  fo  much  wifh  to  make  with  this  republic,  that  1 
pafs  over  the  uncommon  and  informal  monies  which  have  t 
adopted,  and  will  only  confi-^jr  the  propofitions  thenifelvcs.  " 

I.  The  minifters  of  the  United  States  v.'ill  permit  no  perf 
confideratioi^s  to  influence  ihcir  negotiations  with  tiie  French 
public.  Although  they  cxpeflcd  xh'j  extraordinary  means  ado] 
by  their  government  ti)  reconcile  ilfclf  to  that  of  France  w< 
have  been  received  with  fome  degree  of  attention,  yet  they 
Too  follciioiis  (0  cn'cr  upon  the  important  and  interefting  dut] 
their  millioa,  to  permit  tliemfelves  to  be  rettrained  by  forms 
etiquette, 

II.  On  this  article  it  is  b^'licvcd  tlicrc  can  be  nodifagreeme 
HI.    This  article,    as   explained,    would   oblige   the    Un 

States  to  advance,  not  to  their  own  citizcnFybut  to  the  govi 
mcnt  of  France,  finns  equivalent  to  the  depredations  made  by 
corfairs  of  the  republic  on  the  American  cotnmerce,  and  to 
contrafls  made  with  their  citizens  by  France  ;  and  this  adva' 
inftcad  of  benefiting  the  citizens  of  the  United  Statc5>  wt 
leave  them  precifely"  what  they  now  are,  the  creditors  of 
French  republic:  the  more  cxtenfive  the  depredations,  and 
more  cbnfiderable  the  contracts  uncomplicd  v/ith,  the  more  w< 
the  government  of  France  receive  from  the  United  States,  ^• 
depend  nt  of  thefe  objeftions,  the  minifters  of  thd'United  St 
ciiiot  en^agcf  to  afTiime,  in  any  form,  the  debts  due  from  Fr; 
t.  '.L.ir  felluw-citizens:  they  have  no  fuch  power. 
I 
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IV.  I£  thp.GCgptiatioQS  be  opened,  and  the  propoCtions  for  t 
lou,  or  any  other  propoGtions,  exceeding  the  powers  of  the 
minillen,  be  cnade,  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  bt 
confulted  thereon  with  expedition. 

V.  This,  or  any  other  propolitioni  having  for  its  objed  the 
cUins^  the  two  nations  on  each  other,  or  an  accoaainodation.  of 
(Tifirencesi  will  be  embraced  with  ardour  by  the  miniilers  of  the 
Uhicd  States. 

VI.  It  cannot  eTcape  notice^  that  the  queftion  of  the  rok  d*e^uU 
f^ffmzy  involve  in  it  every  vefTei  taken  from  the  United  States; 
Aemjoifters,  howeveri  confider  it,  and  wifh  to  take  it  up  as  a 
fiibjeftof  negotiation. 

VIL  On  this  article  it  is  only  to  be  obferved,  that  the  feafou 
of  the  year  is  fuch,  as  probably  to  render  a  return  within  fix 
niondis,  of  the  envoy  who  might  fail  to  the  United  Statesj  im* 
pnfiicable :  providon  (hould  be  made  for  fuch  an  event. 

If  the  difiiculties  attending  the  propofitions  for  a  loan  and  a 
Coofen(ation  for  pad  injuries,  be  fuch  as  to  require  time  for 
thdr  removal,  the  minifters  of  the  United  States  propofe,  that 
dicdifcuffions  on  the  relative  iituation  of  the  two  countries  may 
Goomence  in  the  ufual  fprms  ;  that  the  relation  to  each  other  maf 
befbregulated^  as  to  obviate  future  mifunderftandinss ;  and  that 
theadjuSment  of  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States^ 
w]x>fe  veflels  have  been  captured,  may  be  made  after  a  decifion  on 
the  pcMAt  firft  mentioned. 

No  diplomatic  gratification  can  precede  the  ratification  of  the 
txcaty. 

No.  III. 

Dear  Sir,  Paris,  Novemier  27,  1'797. 

ON  the  I  ith  inflant  we  tranfmitted  the  following  official  letter 
^tbe  minifter  of  foreign  affairs ; 

.   «  Citizen  Minifter, 

*^  The  underfigned  envoys  extraordinary  and  minifters  pleni* 
P<te(iary  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  the  French  republic, 
^  the  honour  of  announcing  to  you  officially,  on  the  6th  of 
Prober,  rheir  arrival  at  Paris,  and  of  prefenting  to  vou  on  the 
^'h  i  copy  of  their  letters  of  credence.     Your  decbration  at  that 
^'i^  that  a  report  on  American  affairs  was  then  prepariivg,  and 
^<HiId  in  a  few  days  be  laid  before  the  DireAory,  whofe  decifion 
^'^^ton  fliould,  without  delay,  be  made  known,  has  hitherto  im- 
P^kd  filence  on  them.     For  this  communication  they  have  waited 
^'4i  that  anxious  folicttude  which  fo  interefiing  an  event  could 
^^  fail  to  excite,  and  with  that  refpe£l  which  is  due  to  the  govern- 
ment of  France.    They  have  not  yet  received  it  ^  and  fo  much 
Vol,  YIL  E  e  uttv^ 
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time  has  been  permitted  to  elapre,  To  critical  is  the  fituation 
many  of  their  countrymen,  and  fo  embarrafling  is  that  of  the  i 
derfignedy  both  as  it  refpeds  themfdves  and  the  government  1 1 
reprefcnt,  that  they  can  no  longer  difpenfe  with  the  duty  of  fl 
citing  your  attention  to  their  miflion. 

"  The  United  States,  Citizen  Minifter,  at  an  epoch  wh 

evinced  their  (incerity,  have  given  incontedable  proofs  of  tl 

ardent  friendfhip,  of  their  affe£tion  for  the  French   republ 

thefe  were  the  refult,    not  of  their  unp'aralleled  prowefs    ; 

power,  but  of  their  confidence  in  her  jullice  and  magnanimi 

and  in  fuch  high  eftimation  was  the  reciprocity  of  her  friend£ 

held  by  them,  as  to  have  been  a  primary  objcA  of  national  c 

cern.     The  prefcrvation  of  it  was  dear  to  ihem  ;  the  loft  of 

a  fubjcft  of  unfeigned  regret ;  and  the  recovery  of  it,  by  evi 

mcafure  which  fliall  confift  with  the  rights  of  an  indepenA 

nation,  engages  their  conftant  attention.     The  government  of  t 

United  States,  we  are  authorized  to  declare,  has  examined,  w 

the  moft  fcrupulous  juftice,  itt  conduft  towards  its  former  frici 

Tt  has  been  led  to  this  by  a  fincere  defire  to  remove  of  itfelf  cvt 

juft  caiife  of  complaint ;  conceiving  that,  with  the  moft  upri| 

Intentions,  fuch   caufe   may  probably  exift :    and   although 

'ftrideft'  fearch  has  produced  no  felf- rep  roach,  although  the  gctve 

ment  is  confcious  that  it  has  uniformly  fought  to  prcferve,  ^ 

•fidelity,  its  engagements  to  France  ;  yet,  far  from  wiihing  to 

crcife  the  privilege  of  judging  for  itfelf  on  its  own  courfe  of  i 

'fonrng,  and*  the  lights  in  its  own  pofleffion,  it  invites  fair  and  c 

did  difcuilion  ;  it  folicits  a  reconlideration  of  the  paft  ;  it  is  | 

fuadcd  its  intentions,  its  views,  and  its  a£lions,  muft  have  I 

mifrcprefented  and  mifundcrftood  ;  it  is  convinced,  the  effer 

interefts  of  both  nations  will  be  promoted  by  reconciliation 

peace,  and  it  cherifhcs  the  hope  of  meeting  with  fimllar  difpofiti 

"tn  the  part  of  the  Direftory. 

"  Guided  by  thefe  fentiments,  the  Prefidcnt  of  the  Un 
Stales  has  given  it  in  charge  to  the  undcrligncd  to  (late  to 
Executive  Dirc^ory,  the  deep  regret  which  he  feels  at  the  lol 
fufpenfion  of  the  harmony  and  friendly  intercourfc  which 
fiftcd  between  the  two  republics,  and  his  fincere  wilh  to  rel 
them  ;  to  difcufs  candidly  the  complaints  of  France,  and  to  i 
frankly  thofe  of  the  United  Stares ;  and  he  has  authorized  s 
view  of  exifting  treaties,  and  fuch  alterations  thereof,  as  I 
confift  with  the  mutual  intereft  and  fatisfadion  of  the  contra:^ 
parties. 

"  This  talk  the  underfigned  are  anxious  to  commence : 
truly  happy  will  they  be,  if  their  exertions  can  in  any  de 
contribute  to  reftorc  that  friendftiip,  that  mutual  interchang 
good  offices,  which  it  is  alike  their  wifli  and  their  duty  to  e: 
between  the  citizens  of  the  two  republics. 
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''The  uadcrfigoed  pray  you,  Citizen- Miniiler^  to  prefent 
this  commuiiicauoi)  to  the  Executive  Diredory,  and  to  receive 
the  aflunmces  of  their  moft  perfeA  condderation. 

(Signed)        "  Charles  Cotesworth  Pimcknet,' 

'<  J.  Marshall. 
'' Elbridge  Gerry^ 
^*PariSy  Nov.  ii;  in  the  22^      * 
jMiT  cf  the  American  independence. 
**  7i  dd  Alinifter  cf  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  French  Republic.'^ 

Haanfwer  having  been  given  to  it  on  the  21ft  inftant.  We  re- 
fuelled Major  Rutledge  to  wait  on  the  minidery  and  inquire 
of  Urn  whether  he  had  communicated  the  letter  to  the  DireAoryt 
and  whether  we  might  exped  an  anfwer :  he  replied,  that  he  had 
fubmitted  our  letter  to  them/and  that  they  would  diredt  him  what 
ficps  to  purfue,  of  which  we  fhould  be  informed.  We  have  not» 
liovevcr,  hitherto  received  any  official  intimation  relative  to  this 
kifinefs:  we  are  not  yet  receifed;  and  the  condemnation  of  our 
VoSels  foa  want  of  a  role  d'equipage  is  unremittingly  continued; 
FNfient  and  urgent  attempts  have  been  made  to  inveigle  us  again 
iato  negotiation  with  perfons  not  officially  authorized,  of  which 
thtdbtuning  money  is  the  bafis ;  but  we  have  perfifted  in  declining 
to  have  any  further  communication  relative  to  diplomatic  bufinefs 
with  peifons  of  that  dcfcription  ;  and  we  Inean  to  adhere  to  this 
ddefmination.  We  are  forry  to  inform  you,  that  the  prefent 
diTDofiiion  of  the  government  of  this  country  appears  to  be  as 
untriendly  towards  ours  as  ever,  and  that  we  have  very  little  pro- 
^peSof  fuccceding  in  our  miffion. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants, 

Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney. 

J.  Marshall. 

£.  Gerry. 
Cilonel  Pickering* 

No.   IV, 

Dear  Sir,  Paris^  Dec,  24,  1797- 

We  have  not  yet  received  any  anfwer  to  our  official  letter  to 
^heminifter  of  foreign  affairs,  dated  the  nth  of  laft  month,  and 
'^^ioned  in  No.  III.;  but  reiterated  attempts  have  been  made  to 
^ge  us  in  negotiation  with  perfons  not  officially  authorized ; 
^  you  will  find  by  the  exhibits  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  herewith 
'^'>^  Tome  important  ioformation  relative  to  the  views  and  inten- 
^00$  of  the  French  government  with  refpe£l  to  ours.  We  are 
w  of  opji^JQp^  that  if  vve  were  to  remain  here  for  fix  months 
'^'fger,  without  we  were  to  ftipulate  the  payment  of  money,  and 

E  e  2  aL^w^x. 
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a  great  deal  of  h,  in  fome  fhape  or  othfcr,  we  lliotfid  not  be  abl 
to  efleduate  th^  ob]e£ls  of  our  miflton,  mould  we  be  eve^  offi 
ctally  received ;  unlefik  the  proje^ed  attempt'  on  England  was  t 
fail,  or  a  total  change  take  place  in  the  perfons  who  at  prefer 
direft  the  affairs  of  this  government.  In  this  fittiacion  of  mat 
ters^  we  are  determined,  hj  the  loth  of  next  month,  flioul 
they  remain  as  they  are,  to  tranfmit  another  letter  ta  the  minifter 
repreCentingy  as  far  as  may  be  expedient,  the  views  of  our  go 
vcrnmcnt. 

We  have  the  honotir  to  be  ^ 

Yotir  mod  obedient  humble  (crvants,. 

Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckkev 
Marshall. 
Gerry. 


k 


Exhibit  A. 
[Enchfed  in  the  Envoys^  Letter^  No^  IV.] 

OK  the  14th  of  December,  M.  X.  called  on  me,  rn  ordea 
as  he  faid,  to  gain  fome  information  relative  to  fome  land»  S 

•"     "  ■■■  purchased  by  — — fojr  whom  — — — — .     Soon  al 

terwards  General  Mariball  came  in,  and  then  Mr.  Gerry's  cafl 
xiage  drove  into  the  yard.  **  Here's  Mr.  Gerry,**  faid  Geners 
MarfliaU.  **  I  am  glad  of  it,'*  faid  M,  X.  "  for  I  wiflicd  6 
meet  all  of  you  gentlemen,  to  inform  you  that  M.  Y.  ha 
another  meflage  to  you  from  M.Talleyrand."  I  immediate!: 
exprefTed  my  furprifc  at  it,  as  M.  Talleyrand,  M»  Y.  and  he 
all  kne\v  our  determination  to  have  no  farther  communication 0 
the  fubjcA  of  our  million,  with  perfons  not  officially  authorized 
'  He  replied,  that  determination  was  made  flx  weeks  aao  ;  and  i 
was  prefumed  that  \^e  had  changed  our  opinion.  I  (aid,  that 
had  not ;  and  I  did  not  believe  qiy  colleagues  had.  At  that  rod 
ment  Mr.  Gerry  entered  the  room,  and  I  privately  acquainted 
him  wiih  the  objedl  of  M.  X.*s  vifit.  General  Marihall)  Ma 
Gerry,  and  myfclf,  then  withdrew  into  another  room,  and  iflM 
mediately  agreed  to  adhere  to  our  former  refolution.  M.  X.*  ws 
then  called  ip :  when  I  acquainted  him,  in  a  feW  words,  ^fC 
our  determinatiofi ;  and  Mr.  Gerry  expatiated  more  at  1arge:c 
the  propiiety  of  our  ading  in  this  manner,  and  on  the  ve* 
unprecedented  way  in  which  we  had  been  treated  fince  our  i^ 
rival.  '    - 

On  tfie  2oih  of  December,  a  bdy,  ^ho  is  well  acquaint 
with  M.  Talleyrand,  exprefled  to  me  her  concern  that  we  wc 
ftillin  fo  unfettlcd  a  fituation;  "  But,"  adds  (he,  *«  why  will  y 
not  knd  us   money  ?     If  you  would  but  make  us  m  loan^ 
matters  would  be  adjufted  ;'*  and  fhe  added,  *^  When  you  Wf 

contendi ' 


(    ai3   ) 

coirteiiding  fbr  ydur  revohition,  we  tent  you  money/'  I  men-* 
tioBcrithe  \ety  grcacdiffereacd  there  was  between  the  fituatioa  of 
dietvo  countries  at  that  period  and  the  prefent;  and  the  very 
Afiroit  circumftances  under  which  the  loan  was  made  ns,  and 
the  Ion  demanded  from  us.  She  replied-^^'  We  do  not  make 
tdenand^  we  think  it  more  delicate  that  the  oflFer  fiiould  come 
froDjroa.  But  M«  Talleyrand  has  mentioned  to  me  (who  am 
furelyaot  in  his  confidence)  the  neceflity  ot  your  making  us  a 
knn;  and  I  know  that  he  has  mentioned  it  to  two  or  three 
others,  and  that  you  have  been  informed  of  it«  And  I  will 
afllire  you,  that  if  you  remain  here  fix  months  longer,  you 
would  not  advance  a  fingle  ftep  further  in  your  negotiation  with« 
oat  t  loan.^' — **  If  that  is  the  cafe,"  I  replied,  *^  we  may  as 
well  go  away  now.*' — "  Why  that  poflibly,"  faid  flie,  "  might 
lead  to  a  rupture,  which  you  had  better  avoid ;  for  we  know  we 
have  a  very  confiderable  party  in  America,  who  are  (Irongly  in 
our  intereft."  There  is  no  occafioa  to  enter  into  a  further  cktail 
ef  the  converfation.  I  have  only  noted  this  part  of  it  as  ex- 
pteffire  of  what,  I  believe  (as  far  as  relates  to  the  loan  and  party 
ni  America  in  their  favour)  to  be  the  fentiments  of  the  Frencb 
foveiamem  with  regard  to  us.    . 

Charles  Coteswor^th  Finckney. 
Dec.^i,  1797. 


Exhibit  B. 
{Enchfcd  in  the  Envoys^  Litter,  No.  IV.J 

EXTRACT  from  General  Marlhall's  Journal,  Dec.  17,  1797. 

i  flepped  into  Mr.  Gerry's  apartment,  where  I   law  M.  Y« 

^eexpreflcd  his  regret  at  having  been  difabled  to  dine  with  us 

^  M.  de  Beaumarchais*,  by  an  inveterate  tooth*ach.     He  then 

^ftld  me  whether  I  had  ken  M.  de  Beaumarchais  lately  :  I  told 

*^i  not  fince  hie  dined  with  us;  and  that  he  had  left  us  much 

'ttKfpofed.     He  then  obferved,  that  he  had  not  known  till  lately 

^hf  I  was  the  advocate  for  that  gentleman  in  his  caufe  againft 

^^ilafe  of  Virginia ;  and  that  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  in  confe- 

S^ieoce  of  that  circumftance,.  had  exprefied  fentiments  of  high 

'^^ixd  for  me.     I  replied,  that  M.  de  Beaumarchais'  caufe  was 

^  grW  magnitude,  very  uncertain  itTue,  and,  confequently,  that 

^portion  of  the  intcrcft  he  felt  in  it  would  very  naturally  be  tran£«> 

^^^ted  to  his  advocate*     He   immediately  faid  (low  and  apart) 

^*^   M*  de. Beaumarchais  had  codfented,    provided  his  claim 

?^^  be  eAabUlhed,  to  facrifice  fifty  thoufand  pounds  (lerling  ot 

^^9  as. the  private  gratification  which  had  been  required  of  us,  fa 

^^t  ike  gratificatitMi  might  be  maJe  without  any  adual  lofs  to  the 

^^l>lerican  governmentr     I  anfwered,  that  a  gratification  on  any 
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terms,  or  In  any  form,  was  a  fubjed  which  we  approached  i 
much  fear  and  difficulty,  as  yre  were  not  authorized  by  our 
vernment  to  make  one ;  nor  had  it  been  expe^ed  that  one  Wi 
Jbe  neceflary  ;  that  I  could  not  undertake  to  fay  whether  my 
leagues  would  confent  to  it  in  ai^y  (late  of  things  ;  but  1  could 
dertake  to  fay,  no  one  of  us  would  confent  to  it  unlefi»  it 
preceded  or  accompanied  by  a  full  and  entire  recognition  of 
claims  of  our  citizens,   and  a  fatisfadory  arrangement  on 
objeds  of  our  miflion*     He  faid  it  was  in  the  cxpeAatioo 
that  event  only  that  he  mentioned  it.     We  parted ;  and  I  ib 
tbeconveffation  to  General  Pinckney,  who  was  difmclined 
any  ftipulation  of  the  fort,  and  confidered  it  as  a  renewal  of 
old  reprobated  fyftem  of  indirect,  unauthorized  negotiation. 

Having  been  originally  the  counfel  of  M.  de  Beaumarcb 
I  had  determined,  and  fo  I  informed  General  Pinckney,  tha 
would  not,  by  my  voice,  eftablifh  any  agreement  in  his  favo 
but  that  I  would  pofitively  oppofe  any  admiflion  of  the  clain 
alby  French  citizen,  if  not  accompanied  with  the  admifficin 
the  claims  of  the  American  citizens  of  property  captured 
^ndemncd  for  want  of  a  role  d'equipa^e.  My  reafon  for  c 
ceiving  that  this  ought  to  be  (lipulated  exprcfsly,  was  a  con' 
tion  that,  if  it  was  referred  to  commiilioners,  it  would  be.  a 
mitting  abfolutely  to  chance  as  complete  a  right  as  any  indivi 
als  ever  poiTefled.  General  Pinckney  was  agafnft  admitting 
daim  at  any  rate. 

After  my  return,  Mr.  Gerry  came  into  my  room,  and  t 
me  that  M.  Y.  had  called  on  him,  to  accompany  him  oi 
vifit  to  M.  Talleyrand  ;  that  he  propofed  feeing  M.  Talleyra 
and  returning  the  civility  of  the  dinner ;  and  endeavouring 
bring  about  fome  intercourfe  between  him  and  us. 

Dec.  18 

General  Pinckney  and  Mr.  Gerry  met  in  my  room  ; 
Mr.  Gerry  detailed  to  us  the  converfatron  mentioned  in  our.f 
lie  letter.  The  propofition  relative  to  the  claim  of  NJ. 
Keauraarchais  is  entirely  different  from  my  underftanding  0 
in  the  very  brief  ilatement  made  to  me  by  Nf .  Y.  We  rcfo' 
that  we  would  rigidly  adhere  to  the  rule  we  had  adopted 
cater  into  no  negotiation  with  perfons  not  formally  author! 
to  treat  with  us.  We  camealfo  to  the  determination  to  prc| 
a  letter  to  the  minifter  of  foreign  relations,  itating  the  objed 
our  miflion,  and  difcuffing  the  fubjefts  of  difference  bet^ 
the  two  nations,  in  like  manner  as  if  we  had  been  a&ually 
ceived ;  and  to  clofe  the  letter  with  requefting  the  gov* 
nicnt  to  open  the  negotiaiioa  wiih  u*,  or  to  grant  us 
patlports. 
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Exhibit  C. 

[Enelofed  in  the  Envoys^  Letter^  No.  IV.] 

Dec.  13. 
MR.  Gerry,  accidentally  calling  on  General  Pinckncy„ 
fuund  M.  X.  and  was  Toon  informed  that  his  objc<^  was  to 
obtain  anothier  interview  between  the  nninifters  and  M.  Y.  on 
the  affairs  of  their  miflion.  General  Marfhall  happening  alfo 
to  be  there,  we  retired  into  another  room,  and  immediately 
agreed  to  adhere  to  our  former  determination,  not  to' have  anj 
more  informal  communication.  M.  X.  having  been  called  in. 
General  Pihckney  briefly  comitiunicated' our  determination:  and 
Mr.  Gerry  obfcrvcd,  that  he  was  mucli  hurt  by  this  propofi- 
tioo;  that  xht  minifters  had  already  proceeded  farther  in  this 
tnpdc  of  communicaVion  than  perhaps  they  could  juftify;  that 
they  had  refufed,  fix  iveeks  ago,  to  renew  it;  and  that  fome 
regard  ought  to  be  paid  to  their  feelings,  which  had  been  fuf* 
fkiently  mortified  ;  that  the  propofiiion  was  difrefpeftful  to  the 
CTifoys,  as  it  betrayed  a  belief  that  they  had  loil  a  fenfe  ot 
their  dignity,  and  were  indeed  inconripetcnt  to  their  office; 
that,  had  there  been  but  one  envoy  extraordinary,  he  ought 
to  have  had  ah  audience  in  a  few  days :  and  that  for  three  to 
remain  between  two  and  three  months  in  this  fituation^  was 
^00  humiliating,  too  dcbaflng,  for  any  nation  to  fiibmit  to  it ; 
that,  for  his  own  part,  had  he  been  fent  to  any  other  nation  in 
Europe,  with  two  other  envoys,  he  would  not  have  confented 
to  have  remained  in  fuch  a  Hate  ten  days;  that,  knowing  the 
S^eat  defire  of  the  governmanc  and  nation  of  the  United  States 
to  be  at  peace  with  France,  he  had,  with  his  colleagues,  fub- 
xuittcd  to  this  indignity,  at  the  rilk  of  the  fevere  cenUire  of  the 
foraicr.  Having  alfo  inquired  of  M.  X.  at  what  time  M« 
Talleyrand  could  be  fecn,  the  former  faid,  he  would  inquire 
of  M.Y.  who  on  the  i6th,  in  the  evening,  fent,  in  Mn  Cicr* 
>*;*$ abfence  from  his  lodgings,  a  billet,  as  follows: 

*^  M.  Y.  has  the  honour  to  prcfent  his  rcfpcfts  to 
^r,  Gerry,  to  inform  him  that  he  will  have  the  honour  to 
^t  on  hiih  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  oVlock,  to  go  togc- 
^Ittr  to  the  minifter  of  foreign  relations. 

"  He  is,  with  refpeS,"  &C. 

On  the  morning  of  the   17th,    M.  Y.  came  in  while  Mr, 

^rrywas  at  breakfaft,  not  having  received  an  anfwcr  to  his 

^t]  and'Mn  Marfhall  coming  in,    M.  Y.  took  him  afide, 

J"4  conferred  with  him  a  confiderable  time ;   after  which,  the 

former  and  the  refl  of  the  family  left  the  room,   and  M.  Y* 

^^  Mr.  Gerry  being  together,  Mn  G.  told  him,  that  his  oJi* 

yet 
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jcA  in  feeing  M.  Talleyrand  was  to  return  a  civility^  by  r 
qaefting  him  to  fix  a  day  for  dining  with  Mr.  G.  whoiintendi 
to  invite  his  colleagues  i  by  this  interview  to  promote,  if  pc 
fible,  abetter  underitanding  between  the  minifter  and  the  Amei 
can  envoys^  and  Mr.  G.  alfo  propofcd  to  confer  with  the  or 
iiiller  on  the  difagrceablc  fituation  the  envoys  were  in,  and 
(late  to  him  fome  reports  which  appeared  to  be  founded,  r 
fpeding  a  propofition  before  the  Directory  for  fending  off  j 
Arnericans  in  a  fhort  period ;  but  Mr.  Gerry  added,  that  ] 
could  not  hear  a  word  on  the  fuhje£l  of  the  miflion,  or  the  pre] 
oinarics  to  a  negotiation  ^  as  the  envoys  had  determined  unai 
moufly  againft  any  informal  communications  on  the  fubje^ 
M.  Y.  in  anfwer,  fuid,  that  Mr.  Marihall  had  juft  heard  him  < 
a  fubje<Sk  of  this  kind  ;  and  that  we  might  cohiider  it  as  he  di 
merely  as  a  converfation  between  ourfelves.  He  then  (late 
that  two  meafures  which  M.  Talleyrand  propofed  being  adoptc 
a  redoration  of  fricndniip  between  the  republics  would  folio 
immediately ;  the  one  was  a  gratuity  of  fifty  thoufand  pouD< 
fterling,  the  other  a  purchafe  of  thirty-two  millions  of  DuW 
refcriptlons ;  that  as  to  the  firll,  M.  de  Beauqaarchais  had  s 
ceived,  in  a  caufe  depending  in  Virginia,  between  that  flateai 
himfelf,  145,000/.  (lerling ;  that  there  was  an  appeal  from  tl 
judgment;  that  he  would  fign  an  a£l  to  relinqgiih  forty-fi 
thoufand  pounds,  if  the  whole  flipuld  be  finally  recovere 
leaving  only  one  hundred  thciifand  pounds  for  himfeff;  that  t 
forty^fivc  thoufand  pounds  might  acrue  to  the  United  Siat« 
who  would,  in  that  cafe,  lofe  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  fifty  tho 
fand  pounds ;  that  the  purchafe  of  fixtten  millions  of  refcri 
tions  would  amount  to  but  one  million  three  hundred  ai 
thirty-lhrcc  thoufand  pounds  fix  ihiliings  and  eightpencc  fie 
Jing ;  which,  with  an  intcreli  of  five  per  cent,  would  be  cc 
tainly  paid  by  the  government  of  Holland  to  the  United  State 
and  leave  them  without  any  lois ;  that  more  than  half  the  fu 
may  now  be  hired  in  Holland,  on  the  credit  of  the  refcri 
tions,  and  an  eafy  arrangement  he  made  for  payment  by  Ihc 
inllalments,  which  might  be  obtained  alfo  by  a  loan;  that 
was  worthy  the  attention  of  the  envoys  to  confider  whether,-^ 
fo  fmall  a  facrifice,  they  would  ellablilh  a  peace  with  Franc 
or  whether  they  would  riik  the  confcquences ;  that  if  nothb 
could  be  done  by  the  envoys,  arrangements  would  be  made  fort 
with  to  ravage  the  coafts  of  the  United  States  by  frigates  fic 
St.  Domingo;  that  frtiall  dates  which  had  offended  Frtr 
wercf  fuffcring  by  it ;  that  Hamburgh^  and  other  cities  in  tl 
quarter,  would,  within  a  month  or  two,  hiivc  their  go?c> 
mcnts  changed;  that  Switzerland  would  undergo  the  fame  oj 
ration;  and  that  Portugal  would  probably  be  in  a  worfe  p 
dicament :   that  the  expedition  .againil  England  would  be  ^ 
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taioljr  par  rued ;  and  that  the  prerent  period  was  the  moft  fa- 
voonblei    if  we  wiflied    to   adopt  any  meafiire  for  jl  pacific 

Mr.  Gerry,  in  anfwer,  faid,  that  if  the  French  were  dif- 
fohi  to'  purfue  with  vengeance  the  United  States,  they  might 
perfaps  ravage  their  coafls,  and  injure  them  in  this'  way^,;  but 
tbejAever  could  fubdue  them  :  the  mcaAire  he  thought  utterly 
inpnfiicable,  even  if  attempted  by  France  and  her'  allies.  Tor 
thkh  M.  Y.  aflented.  Mr.  Gerry  obferved  firtfaer,  that*  th6' 
liviges  alluded  to  MFould  undoubtedly  clofely  connect  the  United 
Siitcs  and  Great  Britain,  and  prevent  the  fornier  from  returning^ 
totbefijendfliip  which  they  have  ever  had  for  France;  thfft  sor' 
10  tke  propoiitionsy  he  (hould  exprefs  no  opinion  on  thetn  y 
tkit  hit  (ituatiott,  and  that  of  his  colleagues,  was  extrennely^ 
Afieiilt;  that  the  DireAory  was  exckifively  prejudiced  againlt 
tke  Mvernnicnt  of  the  United  States,  and  confidered  th^m  aS' 
tkenioids  of  Great  Britain ;  that  if  the  envoys  could  have'  an' 
oppommify  of  being  heard,  they  could  remove  fuch  impref-^' 
fiMHi  and  (how  that  the  government  were  the  friehds  of  Prailcei^ 
iVflMch  as  of  Great  Brfuin ;  but  that  the  envoys  were  noW  ia 
tte^oeft  painftil  fituation ;  that  they  were  treated,  in  the  eyes' 
rfiK  Europe,  and  of  the  American  government  and  nation,' 
^  the'  utmo(i  ccmtempt,  and  were  fubmitting  to  indignitieis' 
^rtM  the/  could  not  reconcile  to  their  feelings,  or  juftify  to^ 
^r  conftit'uents. 

M.  Y.  faid,  that  the  obfervations  were  juft ;  but  that  the  Ame-- 

'icao  envoys  had  not  experienced  worfe  treatment  than  other  mi- 

i>i/iersy  nor,  indeed,  as  bad ;   that   the  envoy  of  Portugal*  waa' 

'Siin  ordered  to  depart ;  and  that  but  little  ceremony  watr  ob« 

'^fied  to  the  envoys  in  general.     M.  Y:  and  Mr.  Gcrty  thca 

^pok  a  ride  to  M.  Talleyrand's  bureau,  who  received'  them  po«-' 

'hciy:  and,    after  being   feated,    Mr.  Gerry  obrerved    to  p/tm- 

l^alle^nd,    in   KngliQi,    flowly,    that    M.  Y;    had  dated  -to' 

'^m  that  morning  fome'propofitions  as  coming  from  M.  TaK 

'^jnad,   refpe^ling   which   Mr.  G.    could  '  give  no  opinion  t 

^hat  his  obje<^   at  this  interview  was,  to  requeft  of  him  in- 

'<>naation  whether  he  would  fix  a  time  for  taking  a  dinner  with 

^^1  Gerry,    at   which    he  propofed  to  invite  his  colleagues ; 

thn  he  wiflied  for  more  frequent  interviews  of  fome  kind  or 

Poller  between  himfelf  and  the/^envoys,   conceiving  that  many 

^v^tt^nary  difficulties  which  obflruded  the    negotiation  would- 

vanifli  by  this  means;  and  that  thofe  which  were  real  would 

^  furaiounted :    that  conceiving  the  delicate  part  which  the 

Oiinifter  of   France  had  to  aft  at  this  time,  he  did  not   wi(h' 

^'  Talleyrand  to  accept  the  invitation,    if  it  would  fubjeft 

bio)  to  incooveniencies  s   that  he  wilhed  to  fpeak  on  another 

VQt.A'IL  F  f  fubjeft. 
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fiibjeft^.^md'  if"waft'pftiftfuk4o  him  .  to  acknowledfe  that^ili 
precarious  fituatton  of  the  envoys  was  Tuch  as'to.reni(kr:.ir  db 
poflible  for  them  to  take  meifurcs  ibr  decent  arrangements 
that  a  fliort  time  (ince  he  had  fuppofed  meafures  were  taking 
fav<}iirable,.tum.^  but  that*' lately  ne  had  received,  from  varioi 
quctttT^i  '^fbnnation  of  a  report  made  bv  the  miniftVr  ^^  tl 
»ftMrftiJr>  U9fld^  ta After  the  confideratioo .  of'  the  tOffSLot^Vf^ 
fNlfing^kAnfferrcans  from  Paris  in  twentynfout  hoijrat^  ib%fi 
ooiW  foil  be*  teijponrible  for  tbe^truth  of  tke  infomuuioo  ir^b^t 
WpfAtti  lo  hrm,  as  well  itom  the  variou8.qt)aner94.fsols^fv^ 
h  *GMir^'as  from  the  mtcHigence  of  the  .perCbxL  who  |Dim&iili^ 
bo  highly  prokiUe;  that^.if  this  was  thd  cafef  it i^wi  Aftn' 
ceflaryfor  the  Direftory^tas  he  conceived^  tQ.pafs  lany.  fmfi 
at  it  refpoAlsd  the  envoys,  fei-that  they : would. depart  fTom'<iPi 
ri^'wkeheyer  .it  was.  hinted  as  the  wi(h ; of  jthc  JXureA^Q 
tbMi'for  hrr'Own>paft^:he  fliould  feel  moser^t  eafe;iiiHHo9 
^were-  received^ -^  co^cfide^in  a  city  of-  fome  oiher:natioii«'»|h 
that  of  France;  and  to  return  to  Paris 'Oiiiiot1ce:$battlta^{) 
redOry  were -difpofed  to  open  the  negotiation..  .:^.-'/: 

M.  Talleyrand  appealed  to  be  very  uneafy.  at  .this  decl^ 
tion^  but  avoided  faying  a  word  on  it.  He  faid^  /ihatfrll 
information  M.  Y.  had  given  me  was  juft,  and  mig^-  il<!K 
be  relied  oh^  but  that  he  would  reduce  to  writing;:  hi^propol 
tions,  which  he  accordingly  did;  and  after  he  had  (hown  thei 
to  Mr.  Geriy,  be  burnt  the  paper.  The  fubdance  was  as  fo 
lows.    ,(&et  No.   I.  below.) 

He  then  faid>  that  he  accepted  of  the  invitation ;  that  1 
would  dine  with  him  the  decade  after  the  prefen;»  in  which  I 
was  engaged. 

Mr.  Gmy  did  not  repeat  all  that  he  had  faid.to  M.  Y.  ha^ 
ing  no  doubt  he  would  communicate  the  wholb  to  M.  Talle 
rand.  And,  after  ^xprefling  a  friendOiip  for  the  French  repuJ 
I1C9  and  a  warm  defire  to  renew  the  former  attachment  c/'tl 
two  rcpubKcs»  which  M.  Talleyrai^  war^ily  recipjocat^i 
Mr.  Gerry  bid  M*  Talleyrand  adieu»  leaving  .with  him  'Alf.V* 


No.  I. 

That  the  envoys  Aould  come  forward  generally  1  and  fay- 
'*  France  has  been  ierviceable:  to  rbt  United  .States,  and  W 
they  wiQi  to  be  fervtoeable  to  France :  underfianding  that  tt 
French  ^republic  has  fiateen  millions  of  Dutch  refcriptiops  1 
fell,  the  United  States  will  purchafe  them  at  par,  and  wi 
give  her  farther  afliftance  when  in  their  power.  ^.i,- 

**  The  fiift  arrangement  beiog  made,  the  French  govemmdi 
will  take  meafures  for  reimburfing  the  equitable  demands  i 

Amefts 
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Anoici, ^trifing -firbm cprises^  nd  :to.^v«.lipet' imrjgnljoQ  to 
fbeir  fliiprin- future*'*    .  •  -r  :,-. .;;;  :  .oi.r;'.-,- .» 

WB'^briice  am  utiexpefied  opportunity  to  fond  jrou  the  Re* 
difiattr  of  the  5th  inft.  containing' the  meflkge  of  the  Diredorjr 
fO  Yhe*  CoiHicil  lof  Five  Hundicd^  urging  the  neceflitjr  «f .  • 
Ifee^  tiAkclare  ^r  good  prize  all  neutral  ihips,  having  on  board 
tfnduttldilet'  and  commodiiieSy  the  produdion  of  tAglaadt  or 
«tf  tlie  Englifli  podelEons,  that  the  flag»  as  they  term  it,'  toajr  no 
bWfer  cover  the  property  V  and  declaring  farthfr»  that -the  ^»dtrtf 
of  rfinde,  except  in  cafe  of  diftreft,  (hall  be  (hut  ag^inft  eH 
aatfil  (hipsv  which,  in  the  courfe  of  their  voyage^  •i&aUl  have 
tOKMat  aft' Engii(h  port.  A  conioai(Boo  has  b^o  appointed 
fo.fetorton  the  nteffage^  and  it  isexpeded  that  a  decree  wtU 
bi^^ded  in  conformity  to  it. 

Nothiug  new  has  occurred  fince  our  laft^  in  date  of  24th  ult. 
^an  only  repeat,  that  there  exifts  no  hope  of  our  being  of- 
fdiRy  received  by  this  government,  or  that  the  objeds  of  our 
vMbe  nHU  be  in  any  way  accomplidied.  ;^ 

' ' '  '  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refpe£K 

Your  moft  obedient  fervants, 

Chasles  Cotsswoilth  Pikckkvy;. 
J.  Marshall.  .!• 

E.  Geiiry. 
T* Pickering f  Efy*  »..:..  l>I.;    - 

^4laipt  u  a  Trlplicati  of  the  Envoyi^  Letter^  ^^^^  ficihtd 
-■01  'lOtb  M^rch  1798,  ..      ^    . 

*'^n[^E  liW  above-mentioned  has  been  pafledrtmanfaniHi/Qy.bJr 
^  ^Jbdhci)  of  Five  Hundred,  and  we  enclofe  a:,  jdmml  oon- 
^DJbg  (he-  accoimti  There  is  no  doubt 'bxif: that \ it  teittbe 
^t^  without  oppofition  by  the  Council  of  Ancients. 

^  Translation. 

*^^¥©  ihk'^tkiknAl ^  Five  Humlred^f  tf.  At.  iStt.Nivfifif  6tb 

*■      •  ■.■J'?'"' :  IJ     ij      *        ."'  J'       "•."■'■.■'    ■■■        .'•'i'»ly»?      !»!    ^     -M     lif'i**^     r*'!-'     •  >• 

-vftflzci^silepreicmativcv,.^   a,.^.   .,j,;^^  ;.,,:  jj   ^.j.     ,,,■ 

ON  this  day,  tbc-isA-of  .>?iv<9fe  4WljRt>i?»JS.  ««y>h<>ur  at 

*klA*e  ExecutJ*e  £Mreaory  *f«toflfeftsJH*,iWPs|gc  :to,you,  the 

hjnficipalLadowiiftretonJ^  the  juftjccs  pftthe-fleacc,    tite  coro- 

'^'ftntt^  of  the  Dire£tory,  and  the  fuperintendants  of  the  cuf- 

F  f  2  \oms^ 
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urns,  :«(Cipr9cef4uag  ia  ai)  the  cbiof  4)Ucfif  of  tbedopautmentSi 
in  all  the  ports^  and  in  all  the  principal  cadmn^vnes  of  the  repub- 
lie,  to  fetze  the  Engliih  Qxcrchftodife  now  in  France,  or  ihtro«» 
duced  into  its  territory>  in  contiaveotion  of  the  law  of  the  lotlr 
Brumaire,  5th  *year  (Odober  31,  1796)* 
.   Such  is  the  fii^Il  a^  by  which,  now  that  peace  is  giuen  tt>  the 
<;Qntineo^  .the  war  declared  long  fince  againft  .England  is  about 
tp.  aflume  the  refj  chara£ler  that  becomes  ir.    The  Frcndi  ariU 
i^Ot.fuffer  a  power  which  feeks  to  found. its  prorpcrity  upOOi  tbe 
ipjsfortune  of  pjther  nations  to  raife  its  commerce  upon  the  ruin' 
of  that  of  other  dates,  and  which,  j^fpiring  to  tt^e  dominioaiif 
UiC  Xeas,   .wifhes  to  introduce  every   where  the  articles  qf  its 
QWn  maoufa£Uire,_aiiyd  to  receive  nothing  from  for«gn  induf- 
try— ^ny  longer  to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  its  guilty  fpeculations. 

The  Engliih  governoicnt  has  kq>t  in  pay,  .during  the  war, 
the  coalefced  forces,  with  the  produce  of  its  manufaAurcs.  it 
baS'Violated  ?tll  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  in  order  to 
ihackle  the  relations  of  neutral  powers  j  it  has  caufied  to  be 
fei^ed  the  pjovifioos,  com,  and  commodities,  which  it  fuppofied 
to  be  deftined  for  France :  it  has  declared  contraband  every  thing 
which  it  thought  cpuld  be  ufeful  to  the  republic  \  it  defired  to 
itarve  it. — All  the  citizens  call  for  vengeance. 

When  It  had  to  fear'  the  capture  of  veflels  failing  under  its 
flag,  it  corrupted  foreign  captains  to  induce  them  to  take  on  boaid 
their  Vjeflels  Enslifii  merch^ndife,  aiid  thus  to  introduce  it,  by 
flratagem,  by  fraud,  or  otherwife>  intQ  other  dates,  and  efpe- 
cially  into  the  French  republic. 

The  neutral  powers  Ihould  have  perceived  that,  by  this  con- 
dud,  their  merchants  took  part  in  the  war,  and  that  they  lent 
afii dance  to  one  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

We  ferve  a  party  as  well  when  we  procure  for  it  the  means  -ot 
augmenting  its  forces,  as  when  we  unite  ourfelves  to  thofe  which 
it  has.  The  peutral  powers  diould  have  perceived  that  England, 
by  dopping  the  veflfcls  of  other  powers,  laden  in  their,  refpeftive 

} torts,  and  dedined  for  France,  by  permitting  articles  coming 
rom  her  own  manufadorics  alone  to  circulate,  aimed  at  an  ex- 
clufive  coihmerce,  and  that  it  would  be  neceflary  to  feek  reptfm* 
tion  for  fuch  an  attempt. 

The  ordinance  of  the  marine,  and  the  regulations  of  17044 
have  declared  lawful  prize  the  vefiels  and  their  cargoes  in  wlii|jl| 
is  found  Englifli  merchandife  belonging  to  enemies.  Thefe  pro^ 
vifions  fliould  be  extended  ;  the  intered  of  Europe  requires  it. 

The  Dire&ory  thinks  it  urgent  and  neceflary  to  paffra  law,  de»- 
claring  that  the  charader  of  veflels,  relative  to  their  quality  «f 
neutral  or  enemy,  fliall  be:  determined  by  .their  cargo,  and  tha 
cargo  fliall  be  no  longer  covered  by  the  flag ;  in  confequenei^ 
that  every  veflel  found  at  fea,  having  on  board  Engliih  proviiioiif 

and 
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miwKtAtmSUt  at  bar  cai^go,  in  iviioleor.m  psrt,  (ball  be  4e* 
faMqibadfiilr  pfizc^  .wfaDroever  may  be  the  proprietor  of  thefe 
Dori£Q».or>mercbandUe :  which  ihall  be  reputed  contraband^ 
irtfiiiiicaare  alonc^  that  they  come,  from  England  or  her  pof- 
:fli9DS« 

.I»<uU:i>e:ufefD}  to  declare,  at  the  fame  time,  that,  except  in 
riieaib  of  diftntf^  the  pons  of  the  republic  (halt  be  ihot  to. all 
nig^k'tveflels,  which,  ia  the  courfe  of  their  voyage,  (ball  have 
kteied  thofe  of  England.  The  Executive  Dire^ry  requefts 
N^  cjliacns  reprefentatives,  to  adopt  thefe  meafures.  No  neu- 
al'Or  allied- power  can  miftake  their  objed,  nor  complain  of 
em,  unlefs  it  be  already  abandoned  to  England.  The  infallible 
feft  of  the  meafure  is  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  produce  of 
eir  own  foil  and  indudry,  to  increafe  the  profperity  of  their 
mmcvce,  to  repel  everything  that  comes  from  England,  and 
Icntially  to  influence  the  conclufioo  of  the  war. 
=  Sodr  are  the  motives  which  induce  the  EKecutive  DireSory  to 
srite  you,  ritizens  reprefentatives,  to  take  the  objed  of  this 
cS^  into  the  moft  prompt  confideration. 

(Signedj  '  P.  Barras,  Prefident^ 

Lagakde,  Secretary^general* 


t^ir  tf  thi  Frefiifnt  of  the  United  S fates  to  both  Houfes  ^ 
'  Conprefs^  May  J^  1798. 

I  ■ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives^ 

NOW  iranfmit  to  Congrefs  copies  of  all  the  comominications 
from  our  envoys  extraordinary  received  lince  their  arrival  in 

irii^  excepting  thofe  before  prefented  by  me  to  both  Houfes. 

JJmttd  States,  May  4, 1798-  John  Adams. 


I>ear  Sir,  Paris,  February  7,  1798* 

WE  tranfmit  to  you  in  this  enclofure  our  lad  letter  to  the  mi-« 
Aar  of  foreign  relations  ;  though  dated  the  xjth  ult.  it  was  ndt, 
I  account  of  the  time  taken  to  tranflate  fo  long  a  letter,  delivered 
I  the  31ft.  ,  In  our  communications  here,  although  we  have, 
pBial^  to  .your  inftruAions,  wiitten  in  our  own  bnguage,  we 
;:the  fafne  time  have  taken  the  precaution^  left  our  meaning 
iOdUl  :faa  imifreprefented  or  mifunderfiood,  to  accompany  them 
Vlp:  an  aceuiattt  tranflation.  We  have  not  yet  received  any  an- 
vfr  to  this  communication,  and,  ihould  no  notice  be  taken  of  it 
V  iMw  days,  we  (ball  apply  in  a  more  explicit  manner  for  our 

-    ..  The 
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T^  Crmrrcils  h*vc  paflfed  the  decree  iki^ntionfd  iii  No.V.  a 
having  been  recommended  by  the  Direftory  to  ciptare  and  con- 
demn aTl  Yiciitral  vrfleis  Taden  in  part,  or  in  whole,  with  th«Htt» 
imfafdircs  or  produdions  cf  England,  or  its  pofleffiooi.  W«  eti^ 
crofe  ynii  the  official  copy  of  the  report  on  that  fubjeft,  and  fliall 
reprcrenr  to  (hh  government  the  injuftice  and  injury  whiclfr  k 
sruft  inevitably  occafion  lis. 

We-  have  the  honour  to  be,   with  great  refpeA^  your  ttiotl 
abedieut  bumble  fervants, 

Charles  Coteswohth  PiNCKirsr* 
J.  Marshall. 
t.  Gerry. 
C^fwel  PIckeringp  Secretary  of  the  United  States. 

To  the  Arniijicr  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  French  RepuilUf 

Citiien  Miniitcr, 

THE  iindcriigncd  envoys  extraordinary  and  mihifters  plcil^ 
poteutiary  from  the  United  States  of  America  to  the  French  "tc*^ 
public,  have  been  hitherto  reltrained  by  the  expeftation  of -ca* 
fering  on  the  objects  of  thcrr  million  in  the  forms  ufual' am €»% 
nations^   from  addrciliag  to  the  F^xecutive  Directory ,   tfaroU^ 
joti,  thofc  explanations  and  reclamntions  with  which  they  "  ^ 
charged  by  the  go\'crnmcnt  they  reprefent.     If  this  expeftiri^'' 
is  to  be  rclinquiflicd,  yet  the  unfeigned  wiih  of  the  UnitedSt^m^ 
lo  rettore  that  harmony  between  the  two  republics,  which  t  JWf 
have  fo  unremittingly  fought  to  preferve,  renders  it  the  dut^"  ^ 
the  underli^ncd  to  lay  before  the  government  of  Frailfete^  howi^'^ 
informal  the  communication  may  be  deemed,  fomie  confidetaiiL^  IB 
in  addition  to  thofc  already  fubmiited,  relative  to  the!  "fubfiftr  ^^ 
difR'rcnccs  between  the  two  nations.  ■      iw:*- >r.>.-i:^-    J 

Opcnhy  and  repeatedly  have  France  and  America  intfiMiih^^^ 
unequivocal  teiVnuonials  of  reciprocal  regard.  -  Thefe  teftimonpi^*! 
were  given  by  the  United  States  witKall  thc'afddwrand  (Tri&rK^^*'* 
youth.  It  is  ftill  believed,  that  cn^  tlic  part  of ■  Francc'tRefy'^*^^"^^' 
likewifc  the  offspring  of  real  eftecm.  ■  They  were  coftfideftu 
fhr  other  fide  of  the  Atlanticas  evidencing  a  mifure-fHeMlllijH'^. 
be  as-  dtirabJe  as  the  republics  themfe!vc».  UVihaf^tly  We  ft'crife-^^ 
changed;  and  America  looks  around  in  vain  for  the  HFy* <ft? 
fcfcnd.  The  conrraft  both  of  Fanguageand^qf  cfendulft'^vhiSI^ 
pTcfent  fa  avowedly  exhibits  to  a  porrioh  oF'tKepafr,  Mis  6&eii' 


peatcdiy  attrrhtfted  by  Franceto  a  difpbfifion  aflffeg6d  W^ij 
ihc  govcmiTieirt  of  the  Uiii  ted  Shi  I  esV  unfriendly  1 6  ^bBT^^ilM^^^ 
ancf  partial  towards  its  enermei^  ■  •  *  -     '■  ■      v  »■  '^-    '{'^   l»9?F.i^fjifj^^ 
That  government,  aliouiihed  at   a  reproach!  fo'  fifiybflfidW^;:^^    ' 
Cafr,  fp  ccntfadifted'^  by  W  declarations  aiid  its  cetorf^fill^^otr^ 


i'carc 


[T^  a?  reriousy,  «j|d  has  ever  cheriiheii  Ae 
|^ir.flM.9i;^di^  T«.vie.w;o£.its  condudj  founded  ontbcdo^ 
anNMSrif^Qd  .ai|l?l^b)jftbi;  argumcnt^.vfhh  which  the  ExecuttTC 
EKnAVfy  |^0ep|>^£iji)rj|ii(h^riivouU  have  refcued  it  from  the  in«< 
||llj)MhlEu.%ii^iftnM$'^b^  hope,  fe^ms  not  to  have  been  realized. 
filhM^fig^df.rlhej^f  deem  it  proper  to  precede  their  ap- 
)Iication  for  that  juftice  which  they  claim  from  France,  by  aa 
filtf  t^4^mpfV^  th^  G^u&y  which  is  alleged  to  have  produced  the 
njuries  of  which  they  complain.  \Wi\ji  this  view,  they,  pray 
Hftt^je^ion  of  :the  Executive  DjreAory  to  a  ferious  and  candid 
econfideration  of  the  leadijig  meafiures  adopted  by  the  govern* 
Deot  of  the  United  States,  and  they  pcrfuadc  themfelvcs,  that* 
lowever  various  and  multiplied  the  channels  may  be  through 
irhich  midnformation,  concerning  the  difpofitions  of  that  go- 
rtrament,.  n^ay  have  been  received,  yet  this  rcconfideration  muft 
"emoveunfounded  prejudices,  and  entirely  exculpate  the  Anserican 
ation  from  an  accufation  it  knows  to  be  unfounded,  and  believes 
Prlte^pported.  by.  no  fi  ngle  fa£l . 

^  iWteo  thai  war  which  has  been  waged  with  fuch  unparalleled 
^f.whichy  in  its  vaft  vicillitudes  of  fortune,  has  alternatelj 
hccatened  the  very  exigence  of  the  conflidling  parties,  but  which, 
i^jits  progrefs,  has  furrpunded  France  with  fuch  fplendour,  and 
iM  ftill  more  to  her  glory  than  her  territory->^wben  that  war  firft 
Ii9l¥ed  thofe  nations  with  whom  the  Uuited  States  were  in  ha- 
yi  of  friendly  intercourfe,  it  became  incumbent  on  their  go- 
Knment  to  examine  their  fituations,  their  connexions,  and  their 
mSfiim  America  found  herlelf  at  peace  with  all  of  the  belligerent 
Qptrs*  She  was  connedied  with  fome  of  them  by  treaties  of 
DBitjF  and  comnoerce,  and  France  by  a  treaty  of  alliance  alfb. 
Tifu  fcveral  treaties  were  confidered  with  the  moft  ferious  at- 
tttkMit  and  with  a  fincere  wi(h  to  determine,  by  fair  coniiru£tion» 
le  oUigatioDS  which  they  really  impofed.  The  refult  of  this  in- 
Biij  was  a  fuU  conviiSion,  that  her  engagements  by  no  means 
Miad  htr  to  take  part  in  the  war,  but  left  her  fo  far  the  miftrefs 
t  JKr  own  condufi,  as  to  be  at  perfeit  liberty  to  obferve  a  fyf- 
m  of  ml  neutrality.  It  is  deemed  unnecelTary  to  analyfe  thofe 
cadfff  in  ordtr  to  fupport  the  propiiety  of  this  deciiion,  becaufe 
itaot  iccolle£led  ever  to  have  been  quefiioned,  and  is  believed 
K  to  a4oiit  of  doubt. 

-iBnog. bound  by  no  duty  to  enter  into  the  war,  the  govern- 
MDt  /3.  the  United  States  conceived  itfclf  bound  by  duties  the 
vft  laired  to  abftain  from  it.  Contemplating  man,  even  in  a 
VKicnt.fpcictyY  as  the  friend  of  man^  a  (late  of  peace,  though 
t^pulated  by  treaty,  was  confidered  as  impofing  obligiuion* 
MVD9  be  wantonly  violated. 
Tlieif  obligations^  created  by  the  laws  of  luturei  were  in  fome 

inftances 
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fnihacM  ftfengtheiied  hj  toicmn  eftifting  eag^gMfeatty  of  nlfMb 
pxxi  faith*  requifed  a  religious  obfenranc«« 

To  a  feafe  of  moral  tight,  other  confidetatioHl  of  f^  gMMtt 
magnitude  were  added,  which  forbade  the*  govemttiedr  o(F  tfti 
United  Sutes  to  plunge  them  unneceflariljr  into  tteaiifSeifev  el 
the  bloody  couflid  then  commencing.  The  great  natioM  0t  £ih- 
jope»  eiiher  Impelled  by  ambition,  or  by  exifttng  or  hifpo&i 
political  interefts,  peculiar  to  themfelves,  hate  cottfatted  WM0 
than  a  third  of  the  profent  century  in  wars.  Whatever-  catifiv 
may  have  produced  fo  afieAing  an  evil,  they^  cannot!  be  (upfoktw 
haiw  been  ei*tirely  extinguifhed,  and^  humanitj' c^nr  fiiaipcdf  in- 
dulge the  hope,  that  the  temper  or  condition  of"^  man  is  ftf  alUMt 
as  to  exempt  the  next  century  from  the  iHs  of  the'paA.  SfeltMg 
ibrtifications,  powerful  navies,  immenfe  armies,  the  iKOittEiililtf 
wealth  of  ages,  and  a  full  population,  enable  the  nations^  Eft* 
rope  to  fupport  thofe  wars  in  which  they  are  indoced'to^englglf 
by  motives  which  they  deem  adequate,  and  by  interefts  iiMtaib 
fively  their  own.  In  all  refpe&s  diflferent  is  the  fitualioii-  of  M 
United  States ;  poflefTed  of  an  extenfive  unfettled  territory,  anwMch 
bountiful  Nature  has  bellowed  with  a  laviih  hand  all  the  capaekfei 
for  future  legitimate  greatnefs,  they  indulge  no  thirft  fcr  CDM^ 
quell,  no  ambition  for  the  extenfion  of  their  limits.  Bnfciiddi 
by  no  dangerous  powers,  they  neither  fear  nor  are  jcsalottiol 
their  neighbours,  and  are  not,  on  that  aofount,  obli|fe(l  t6  aiM 
for  their  own  fafety.  Separated  from  Europe  by  a  vaitaii 
friendly  ocean,  they  arc  but  remotely,  if  at  all,  afFedddby  tlliilb 
interefts  which  agitate  and  influence  this  portion  of  the  ^Ubti 
Thus  circumftanced,  they  have  no  motive  for  a  voluntaiy  wan 
On  the  contrary,  the  moft  powerful  confiderations  urge  then!  10 
avoid  it*  An  extenfive  and  undefended  commerce,  peeolfattl^ 
neceiTary  to  a  nation  which  does  not  manufadure  for  itfblf,  wMa 
is,  and  for  a  long  time 'to  come  will  be,  almoft  exclufively  agri* 
cultural,  would  have  been  its  immediate  and  certain  vidim'i  TM 
furplus  produce  of  their  labour  muft  have  peri  (bed  oil  their  htttdil 
and  that  increafe  of  population  fo  eilential  to  a  young  coxkiMtfi 
muft,  with  their  profpcrity,  have  fuftaincd  a  ferious  check.  ^TMl 
exertions,  too,  would  not  have  been  coniiderabie,  nnlefsthe  wM 
bad  been  transferred  to  their  own  bofoms. 

Great  as  are  the  means  and  refources  of  the  United  Statetfliilr 
felf-defence,  it  is  only  in  felf-defence  that  thofe  refourOeS'Catf  4m 
completely  difplayed.  Neither  the  genius  of  the  nation,  norths 
ftate  of  its  finances,  admit  of  calling  its  citizens  from  theplbuglH 
but  to  defend  their  own  liberty  and  their  own  fire-fides*  HtM 
criminal  muft  have  been  that  government,  which  coi|)tt'  HmM 
plunged  its  conftituents  in  a  war,  to  which  they  were  nei^Ml 
impelled  by  duty  or  folicitcd  by  intereft ;  in  which  they  coaMajtted 


[ 


ciently,  and  could  only  difplay  their  energy  too  ih  repelUnfr  In^ 
vlidBf  i^  'talMtves  ftill  more  powerftil  thah  thir  calttnities  oi 
Cftft  mmett'  have  influenced  tHe  ^ehiAierti  oT  the  UniteS  StMtf. 
lt-«if  peMiapa  iihpoflible  t6  hav^'  en^giSd  voluntarily  it^ihi 
exiiii^  coMUa,   tlritiKnit  laJMicMn^  iiito' the  alihoft  bbdnt^  "^ 


v^fe4  it  in  all  the  future  tjiian^k  6F  Edrbiii.  A'lon^traifrtif 
I  vmmj  -^dcBts^'  and*  takes,  chedcmp the  growth,  dhnidifhln^ ' the 
I  ^mffibtrs,  aiid  cfidittigerlng  the  libertt  of  the  UDtie(r'Stite,"xQfi(t 
ktefnliowildtlfeaS^bn  of  fiicK  a  fyftem.'  '  AHd fdr  t^KitiMi^ 
fdalboiild  ic  liMre  becii  adopted?  For  WHa<Y>uY{>6(&  (loolb  AiW^ 
ritf^tkiifl  bofden  herfetf  with  the  conflieH  drVfafo{»«?-^^^(fll«) 
ompljr  witii  M/eri^gements  (he  has'fonried;^dt  to  jnlMri^^^ 
owBfiew^^  heir  owii  dbjeds^  her  own  hamRne!!r/Vr  Mir-i&Wfil 

a,  bnt  to.  move  as  a  Atdlite  ahniiid  f^hie-^efitef  dP"^* 
t  laws  (he  ihiift  of.  necelliiy  obey,  ft  ^tidl&ho^ 
^MiglHjr  ttiiGderttions,  It  was  believed  that  FrdMK  ^dld  (feHiNI 
AM  bedfeiit  fibm  the  lieutbiny  of  Ameria;*tKiinTroifi*h(ii'.ii8i 
cMy a  party  m  the  war. 

ThrdetcrminaKdn  then  of  the  g6vernmmt<^tfieft7hiHs91SHi{3i 
t»lMkhre  thsit  lientral  ftatiori  in  which  thb  mr  fbuHd'AMsitf;^ 
fm  nuuiifefling  a  ^jtizMtj  for  the  eheihies  oF  Franlf«;;fitt 
orff  a  rieiiruris  of  juftice  to  itfelf  ahdoihers/  anrtd  did  hbt"^ 
Icnftte  frbhi  that  prediledion  for  this  republic,  which  ir'bf"''*' 
'^wedly  cxprefled  and  difplayed.     Having  avowed  tliis'd< 

i,  hifcrfeaTed'  motives  of  Honour  ari^  of  diity  ConmnRMed 


u»MUut  obfervahce.  U  is  libt  a  pnnciple  vfrhich  i^maips now '^ 
Mtlkd,  that  a  fraudulent  -neutrality  is  no. neutrality  at' all  \kna 
^  the  nation  which  would  be  admitted  to  its  privile^  ttiiS 
!  Aperfonri  the  duties  it  6ti|dnis.  Had  the  government  of  thS' 
i  UjAcd  Stites,  decUHng  itfelf  neutral,  indulged  its  jpkttiaRti^f 
^  gnmtin^' favours  uiiffipuMted  "by  treaty,  to  pnc  of  the  bclli- 
pM  powersi  which  it  refiifed  to  another,  it  could  ho  lodger 
Ijm  daimed  the  immunities  of  a  fltuation  c^  which  the  obli^* 
rioni  were  forgotten ;  it  #do1d  have  become  a  party  to  the  war 
vtiWriBly  w  if  war  had  been  openly  and  formally  declared ; 
fB<R  would  have  added  to  the  madnefs  of '  wantonly  enga^ng 
uilUiliazardouscdnflifi,  the  diihopour  of  infincere  and  frad^ 
NAltto^duQ ;  it  would  have  attained  circultoufly  an  objed  whic^* 


It  aisU  nor  jdaiilly  ih^ow  or  diredly  purfue,  aud  would  have 

^dU  Me  United  States  iiito  a  war  which  it tdiild  not  vencuf^ 

<)pnlflddiscl«re. 

mhiHi  mati^  of  real  delight  to  the  goveriiment  add  the  people 
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cff  Amtf'xez,  to  be  infonned,  that  Fdnccdk)  not  wi(h  to  idterrupt 
th^jpe^cc  they  aijoycd. 

•  The  underflgned  have  b^n  induced  to  reft  upon  this  iiifi  le- 
ceflJuy  and  decifive  ftep  taken  by  their  government,  althoi^  tti 
P^pricty  may  not  be  controverted,  from  a  conviflion,  that,  if  the 
figbt  9t  ihe  Unitad  States  to  ob&rve  a  fskir  and  honeft.  neutrality 
te:0ft«vbl|4ied,f|icgenei a)  charges  of  an  unfriendly  difpofition 
made  againft  .them  by  France  muft  be  relinquiftied,  becaufethe 
(9&k.  b¥  which  thofe  charges  are  fupported  will  be  found  to  have 
gfPQWfi  inevitably  out  of  that  (ituation. 

.tirK^S:<>^c^^  yf^  accompanied  by  another,  which,  in  repel* 

llflg.fo.aAooifiiing  a  charge  as  partiality  for  the  enemies  of  Fnwoei 

d^i^estobe noticed.     Soon  after  the  government  of  the  United 

St4t0s  had  noticed  to  its  citizens  the  duties  which  its  neutrality 

Cltjoined,  Mr.  Gcfiet,  the  firft  mini  Her  from  this  republic,  anived 

;^•■PhiWf'elphia:  although  .his  condud  had  been  fuch  as  to  give 

G^le  ;fqf  ferioms  .al^m  ^although,  before  he  was  even  acknow- 

^f4s^.  as.a.mmiAex,  pr  had  reached  the  authority  which  could 

l^ifit  thiACfiedentials,  he  had  aflfumed  the  functions  of  the  go- 

icrhijfent  to.  which  he  was  deputed  ;  yet  ihe  government  was  xe- 

JTplv^^jto  fee  in  .hifn  only  the  reprefentativc  of  a  republic  to 

which  it  was  (inccrely  attached^gave  him  the  fame  warm  and.cordid 

reraplioq.. which  he  had  experienced  from  its  citizens,  without  a 

tiiigfe  exception,  from  Charlefton  to  Philadelphia.     The  then 

fituation  of  France  defcryes  to  be  remembered. 

...While  the.  lecollei^ipn  adds,  Citizen   Minifter,  to  the  glory 

liiitb  which  your  nation  is  encircled^  it  eilablifhes  the  flncerity  « 

file  United  States. 

.  XJbe  molt  formidably  combination  that  the  world  had  everleen 
threatened  the  extermination  of  this  republic.  .  Auftria,  Germanyi 
Pruffi^t  Britain,  Spain,  Hollandt   and  Sardinia,  were  in  arms 
agfUlkft  France^  and  Kudia  was  leagued  in  the  coalition.    Nof 
«r^  this  all:  the  republic,  di(tra£ted  by  internal  divifions,  con- 
tallied  numerous  enemies  within  its  own  bofom,  and  a  confidera* 
ble  portion  of  its  proper  force  was  arrayed  againft  itfelf.    i^ 
fuch  a  iUte  of  things  the  mod  fanguine  might  fear  and  the  inoft 
ardent  heruare.  Confident  in  their  (trength,  and  relying  on  fucoebr 
tlie  coalefced  powers  fought  to  arm  in  their  caufe  the  refidueoi 
the  world,  and  deemed  it  criminal  to  acknowledge  the  fovereigntjf 
of  the  republic.     The  iiation^  of  Europe,  even  thofe  who  ^ 
i)ot  entered  into  the  conted,  were  either  of  themfelves  unwilHnS 
Xp  acknowledge  this  fovereignty,  or  were  deterred  by  fear  frofl* 
doing  fo.     Haid  the  partialities,  of  America  been  againft  FrancCj 
this  example  would  have  been  followed.     According  to  the  rttlef 
of  ordinary  calculation  the  nleafure  would  have  been  fafe,  aD< 
coofcqucntl^  a  goyernment  feeling  the  attachments  now  fo  unjufti] 

auri 
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to  that  of  the  United  Stated,  wobld  have'  indicated  f hole 
ts  by  its  adoption.  Far  from  piirfning  fuch  a  fyflem; 
d  States,  unawed  by  the  ftten^lh  of  the  coalition^  re* 
th  open  arms  the  minifter  of  this 'public,  acknow- 
th  enthufiafm  the  government  which  had  deputed  Ymki 
1  his  extraordinary  tttijickv  on  their  foverei^ty,  Md 
I  a  cordial  friendlhip  for  his  natibn  and  a  fincere  tvifli 
ccft-  *-• 

f  were  the  (irft  ceremonies  of  his  receptioti  ovei*,"  whed 
tt  difplayed  a  difpofition  to  ufiirp  and  exercifiiv  ^i!^^'^ 
d  States,  the  choiceft  and  raoft  important  duties  and 
'  fovereignty.  He  claimed  the  privileges  oF  aiming 
dying  the  dtizens  of  America  within  tbeir  own  ter ri<- 
arry  on  from  thence  expeditions  agaihft  nations  irith 
y  are  at  peace,  of  6tting  out  and  equipping  within  thtHf 
Vateers,  to  cruife  on  a  commerce  deftitiod  -for  'their 
xercifing  within  their  jurifdiAlon  an  indej^eiidMt  jO<S« 

arraigning  their  government  at  the  bar  d(  the  pe^e. 
figned  will  not  a(k,  in  what  manner  Franoe  would  Nave 
y  foreign  minifter  who  fliould  have  dared  fo  to  conduA 
wards  this  republic  P — But  in  what  manner  wduld  the 

government  have  treated  fuch  a  minifter,  if  the  fepte- 
f  a  nation  it  viewed  with  coldnefs  or  even  Indiflerehce  ) 
nanner  would  it  have  treated  him,  had  he  been'tbe^lS' 
re  of  any  other  nation  than  France?  No  man^ac^ukiiited 
government  can  doubt  how  thefe  inquiries  oumt  to  be 
From  the  minifter  of  France  alone  could  tMs  e^trft* 
:onduft  be  borne  with  temper.  To  have  continued  fo 
e  it,  without  perceiving  and  feeling  its  extreme  ifbpro* 
mid  have  been  to  have  merited  the  contempt  as  welt  of 

of  the  powers  of  the  earth.  The  govemnient  of  thc^ 
tes  did  feel  it ;  but  far  from  transferrins  to  his  hMioii 
tmenty  which  fuch  condudt  could  not  rail  to  exette,  i% 
od  ftrongly  between  the  government  and  its  laliiilfter; 
*prefentations  it  made  were  in  the  language  of  a  friend 
At  not  irritated  by  the  injuries  it  complained  of.  Thp 
hat  minifter  was  received  with  univerfal  joy,  as  a  con- 
that  his  whole  fyftem  of  condufi  was  attributable  only 
';  and  not  even  the  publication  of  his  private  in« 
irould  perfuade  the  American  government  to  afcribe  any 
to  this  republic. 

ame  time  the  exertions  of  the  United  States- to  pay  up 
gcs  of  their  debt  to  France,  which  had  been  unavoidk 
tted  to  accumulate ;  to  make  difinterefted  and  liberal 
o  the  fuflFcrers  of  St.  Domingo,  thrown  fuddenly  upon 
hoiit  provifions  or  money,  whofe  recommendation  was^ 
were  Frenchmen  and  unfortunate^  the  perfeverance 
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with  which  they  apologized  for  and  aftribed  aay  occafional  injii^ 
ries  they  fuftained  to  the  force  of  circumftanccs ;  the  interelt 
which  they  continued  openly  to  take  in  all  the  fonunc  of.  tUs 
republic — oianifefted  partialities  of  a  vcfry  different  fort  from  thofc 
which  have  been  fo  unjuftly  attributed  to  them* 

At  this  period  too,  a  great  principle  was  brought  into  4Ucui&on, 
the  dtfp^onate  confideration  of  which  is  eflential  to  the  fair^fii- 
mate  of  the  charges  made  by  France  againfl  the  govenmient  oS 
the  United  States.     The  property  of  French  Citizens  was  takep 
by  BritiQi'  cniifers  and  (hips  of  war,  out  of  American  bottoiii^ 
and  the  American  government  fubmitted  to  the  praAice.   ^Tkg 
propriety  of  fubmitting  to  it  depends  entirely  on  the  naked  rigiif 
of  the  captors,  under  the  exilUng  circumftanoes  of  the  cafe/  tq 
exercife  fuch  a  power.     'The  circumftances  were  thefe :  in  tba 
treaty  of  commerce  made  between  France  and  the  United  Sufiei 
in   February  1778,  it  was  ftipulated  in  fubftance,  that  neitlicr 
party  fliould  take  out  of  the  veflels  of  the  other,  the  goods  pf  itt 
enemy,  but  that  the  charadler  of  the  bottom  fliould  be  impamd 
to  its  cargo.    With  England  the  United  States  bad  maik  iip 
ilipiilation-on  the  fubjeA. 

it. follows  then,  that  the  rights  of  England,  being  neither  dimi* 
niOied  or  increa&d  by  compafi,  remained  predfiely  in  their  natP* 
ral  ftate,  and  were  to  be  aicertaioed  by  fome  pre-exifting  acknpfW^ 
ledged  principle.. 

■  This  principle  is  to  be  fearched  for  in  the  law  of  natiptf* 
That  law  forms,  independent  of  compad,  a  rule  of  adion  Iqr 
which  the  (bvereigntiesof  the  civilized  world  confent  tobegorem- 
cd.  It  prelcribcs  what  one  nation  may  do  without  giving  juft 
caufe  of  war,  and  what,.of  confequence,  another  may  aodougM 
to  permit  without  being  confidered  as  having  facrificed  its  hpnouri 
its  dignity,  or  independence. 

What  then  is  the  doftrine  of  the  law  of  nations  on  this  fubjcAi 
Can  neutral  bottoms  of  right,  independent  of  particular  compa^ 
prote£t  holliie  goods?  The  quedion  is  to  be  confidered  on  '^ 
own  right,  uninfluenced  by  the  wifhes  or  the  interells  of  a  neutill 
or  belligerent  power. 

It  is  a  general  rule  that  war  gives  to  a  belligerent  power  a  righ^ 

to  feize  and  confifcate  the  goods  of  his  enemy.     However  huiP*' 

jiity  may  deplore  the  application  of  this  principle,  there  is  perhap* 

no  one  to  which  man  has  more  univerfally  aflisnted,  or  to  vrlucl^ 

jurifts  have  more  uniformly  agreed.     Its  theory  and  its  prafttC€ 

have  unhappily  been  maintained  in  all  ages.     This  rig^t  th^ 

niay  be  excrcifed  on  the  goods  of  an  enemy  wherever  found,  f^' 

lefs  oppofed  by  a  fuperior  right.     It  yields  by  common  coiife^^ 

to  the  fuperior  ri^ht  of  a  neutral  nation  to  protect,  by  virtue^ 

its  fovereignty,  the  goods  of  either  of  the  belligerent  powers  fou^ 

within  its  jurifilidion.    But  can  this  right  of  protedion,  ^* 

^  «iitted 
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«  ff^ctki  by  eVery  government  wiihin  its  own  limits 
(iu  abfolute  I'overeigntyy  be  communicated  to  a  veilel 
the  high  Teas  ? 

ipofed  that  it  cannot  be  fo  communicated ;  becaufe  the 
ig  common  to  all  nations,  no  abfolute  fovereignty  can  be 
1  it — the  rights  of  &11  are  equal,  and  muft  neccflatily 
lit,  and  reftrain  eacli  other.  The  fuperior  right  thcre^ 
bhite  fovereignty  to  proteA  all  property  withi^  its  own 
eafes  tp  be  fuperioi  when  the  property  is  no  longer  within 
rrhory,  and  may  be  encountered  by  the  oppoflng  ac- 
pd  right  of  a.  belligerent  power  to  feize  and  confifcate 
q(  his  enemy.  If  the  belligerent  permits  the  neutral 
without  hazard  to  himfclf,  thus  to  ferve  and  aid  his 
li  be  does  not  rclinquKh  the  right  of  defeating  that 
henever  it  (hall  be  in  his  power  to  defeat  it.  Thus  it 
i  that  an  armed  velTel  may  flop  and  fcarch  at  fea  a  neu- 
no,  and  may  take  out  goods  which  are  contraband  of 
tout  giving  caufe  of  oflfence,  or  being  fuppofed  in  any 
infringe  neutral  rights.  But  this  prafiice  could  not  be 
within  the  rivers,  harbours,  or  other  places  of  a  neuUal^ 
fovereignty  was  complete.  It  follows  then  that  the  full 
flEarding  protection  to  all  property  whatever,  within  its 
lory,  which  is  inherent  in  every  government,  is  nojt 
)  to  a  veirel  navigating  the  high  feas.  The  right  of  ^ 
t  over  goods  of  his  enemy  within  his  reach,  is  as  com- 
lis  riglit  over  contraband  of  war;  and  it  fecms  a  pofition 
to  be  refuted,  that  a  fituation  that  will  not  prote^l  tlic 
not  proteCl  the  other.  A  nieutral  bottom  then  does  not 
in  cafes  where  no  compadt  exids,  prote£t  from  hi^ 
t  goods  of  a  belligerent  power. 

i  reafoning  th^  pra£lice  of  nations  hat  conformed,  and 
ion  underilanding  of  mankind  feems  to  have  aflcnted. 
•  3,  Sed.  115,  fays  pofitively,  **  that  tScSts  belonging 
ny,  found  on  board  a  neutral  (hip,  are  feizable  by  the 
«rar." 

is  believed  to  be  fupported  by  the  mod  approved  writers 
DC  fubjedl.  It  is  deemed  unneceflary  to  multiply  citations 
int,  becaufe  France  herfelf  is  fuppofed  to  have  decided 
T  maritime  ordonnance  of  the  year  1744,  which  is  con- 
having  been  ip  force  in  1778,  enemies  goods  in  neutral 
^nerally  are  declared  liable  to  feizure  and  confifcation, 
operation  of  this  rule  are  excepted  the  veflels  of  Den* 
I  the  United  Provinces,  to  whom  fpecial  treaties  fecured 
tion.  In  the  ordonnance  of  the  a6th  of  July  1778,  the 
le  of  wl^ich  is  confidercd  as  forbidding  the  cruifers  of 
I  ftop  and  bring  into  port  neutral  veflels,  having  on  board 
of  an  enpmy,  a  power  is  referved  to  revoke  the  privilege 

I  g[axi^^ 
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granted  to  neutrals  by  that  article,  if  the  enemy  ihould  not  girif 
the  fame  privilege  within  fix  months  from  the  piiblicatkHi  of  thi 
regulation.  This  clearly  indicates  a  convifiion  that  the  cxemp 
lion  from  captures  of  the  goods  of  an  enemy,  which  ihoold  h 
found  on  board  the  vefTcl  of  a  neutral  power,  not  having  flipulafec 
fuch  exemption  by  treaty,  was  a  privilege  granted  by  the  ordofl' 
nance  ;  and  that  the  mere  revocation  of  the  ordonnance  wouM  abo 
liih  the  privilege,  and  restore  the  ancient  rule.  It  will  not  \h 
contended  that  France  continued  in  a  long  courfe  of  pradiceaod 
of  legtflation  oppofed  to  her  own  opinion  of  the  laws  of  natioat. 
Jt  muft  then  be  cunfidcred  as  the  opinion  of  France,  that  wider 
the  law  neutral  bottoms  afford  no  protection  to  the  goods  of  aa 
enemy.  This  principle,  thus  admitted  to  have  been  eftabliflied^ 
is  fuppofed  by  fome  to  have  been  changed  by  the  armed  neutnh 
lity.  A  new  law  of  nations,  it  is  pretended,  was  introduced  bf 
the  confederation ;  but  who  were  the  parties  to  that  confederatioOf 
and  what  was  itsobjedi?  The  northern  maritime  powers  united  10 
protect  by  force,  in  their  own  bottoms,  during  the  then  exiftingiWi 
the  goods  of  cither  and  of  all  the  belligerent  powers.  The  coO" 
pad  in  its  own  nature  was  confined  wiih  refpeA  to  its  objed  an' 
its  duration.  It  did  not  purport  to  change,  nor  couM  it  chaqgB 
permanently  and  univerfally,  the  rights  of  nations  not  becoming 
parties  to  it.  It  did  indeed  hold  forth  the  promife  of  future  mof* 
permanent^  and  more  general  engagements  for  the  fame  objed  i 
but  fuch  engagements  were  never  formed.  How  then  can  dns 
temporary  and  partial  convention  be  confidered  as  altering,  ndl* 
cally  and  generally,  principles  which  have  been  radically  and  viA' 
verfally  adopted,  and  in  the  modifications  of  which  all  have  an 
intereft  ?  Would  France  herfelf  admit  that  a  combination,  (bch 
as  that  which  condituted  neutrality,  may  rightfully  change  tht 
law  of  nations,  and  eftablilh  a  new  code  of  univerfal  obligatioAi 
It  is  believed  that  no  nation  on  earth  would  more  porfdvoring!} 
oppofe  fuch  an  invafion  of  its  fovereignty.  «:    ;  .    :  •-' 

There  feems  then  to  be  no  folid  ground  for  maintaiAiffg,  tM 
the  general  law  .of  nations  has  been  at  all  varied  by  the  arfd^' 
neutrality.  »'•'' 

It  remains  to  inquire  whether  the  treaties  between  Franc*  a^ 
the  United  States  pledge  either. i nation  to  aflfen  and  eftablifh^^ 
principle,  that  free  bottoms  mate  free  goods.-  '     '    •'.    ^' 

The  treaty  of  amity  and  coihmcrcc,  concluded .  the  6th*  ^ 
February  1778,  ftipulates  reciprocally  for  th»  right  df  taadl* 
with  and  pioteding  the  goods  of  the  enemy  of  either. party  rn^ 
veffels  of  the  other,  and  in  turn  furrenders  its  own  goods  raun^ 
the  veiTels  of  an  enemy;  but  it  contains  no  claufe-impofit^'<' 
cither  party  the  duty  of  extending  the  principle,  or  df  iuppotti' 
its  application  to  other  nations.  The' flipulations  of  that  tn^ 
are  negative  as  well  as  affirmative.'- They  fjpecify- as  well-* 

difabiiifi 
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k^itics^  hiteiMed  to  be  created,  and  the  duties  to  be  Impofed,  af ' 
ptivilige^defigned  to  be  granted.     Had  it  been  intended  that 
er4Wition  fhould  have  been  bound  to  maintain  this  principle  in 
iHeiCGuric  with  others,  or  (hould  have  been  in- any  degree 
ipcitat^  from  profecuting  freely  that  intercourfe,  without 

S^iods  adoaiflion  of  the  principle,  a  (lipulation  to  that  efFe£i; 
'have  been  made.  No  fuch  (lipulation  .having  been  made, 
^^10^  cannot  be  prefumed  to  have  intended  it.  Indeed  it 
have  b^en  madnefs  in  the  United  States,  under  their  pre- 
ciicumftances,  to  have  formed  fuch  an  agreement.  There 
ig  no  exprefs  (lipulation  to  this  cSeSL,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed 
|ve  been  implied.  Nations  forming  a  folemn  compatSl  which 
bt  to.  regulate  their  co^duA  towards  each  other,  which  is  to 
dorted  to  for  the  (landard  of  adjuding  their  differences,  do 
kave  to  implication  fuch  delicate  and  important  points.  In- 
ly if  a  great  principle  not  mentioned  is  permitted  to  be  im- 
if  the  objeA  of  a  written  agreement,  which  is  itfelf  to  evi- 
:e  all  the  obligation  it  creates,  is  totally  defeated.  But  who 
kmake  the  implication,  and  to  what  extent  is  implication. to 
.llowed  ?  It  is  very  eafy  to  perceive,  that  the  doflrine  of  im- 
ng.  in  contrads  ftipularions  never  formed,  would  dedroy  all 
linty  of  con(lru£lion,  and  open  a  boundlcfs  field  of  contrp- 
J  to  the  contra£ling  parties. 

t  refults  from  the  very  nature  of  a  contrail  which  affe£ls  the 
tiof  the  parties,  but  not  of  others,  and  from  the  admiffion 
i  general  rule  of  a£^ion,  binding  independent  of  compad, 
ch  may  be  changied  by  confent,  but  is  only  changed  fo  far  as 
confent  is  aiElually  given,  that  a  treaty  between  any  two  na- 
I  muft  leave  to  all  others  thofe  rights  which  the  law  of  nations 
lowledges;  and  mud  leave  each  of  the  contrafling  parties 
tSt  tu  the  operation  of  thofe  rights.  For  the  truth  of  this  pofi- 
,  believed  to  be  fo  clear  in  itfelf,  and  which  it  is  fuppofed 
hifiory  of  Europe  will  illudrate,  the  ordonnancc  of  1744,  aU 
J  OBOfted,  is  confidered  as  furnifhing  an  unequivocal  autho* 
.  oy  that  ordonnancc,  the  law  of  nations  is  applied  to  all 
e  neutrals  with  whom  France  had  not  ftipulatcd,  that  the 
ity  of  their  bottoms  ihould  be  imparted  to  their  cargoes, 
Ic  thofe  with  whom  fuch  dipulations  had  been  made,  are 
apCed  .from  the  application  of  the  law. 
'ntdeiire  of  eftablifhing  univerfally  the  principle  that  neutral 
SHIS  ihaU  make  neutral  goods,  is  perhaps  felt  by  no  nation 
artb,  more  ftrongly  than  by  the  United  States.  Perhaps  no 
IQ  is  more  deeply  intereded  in  its  eftabli(hment.  It  is  an  objeft 
'keep  in  view,  and  if  not  forced  by  violence  to  abandon,  they 
I  purfiie  in  fuch  manner  as  their  Own  judgment  may  didate  as 
)|Ml  ca^Iated.to  attain  it;  but  the  wifhtQ  edablifh  a  prin- 
ie  k  f  fli^ntially  different  firom  a  determination  that  it  is  already. 

■  cftahlilhed. 


4Sabriflie4.  Thi  inttKfh'  of  the  Unttetl  Snte^  coiiltd  tidf  Itlt  tc 
produce  the  wilh ;  tlieir  cAity  forbiti  them  t'oindulgc?  it,  wftcn'  de- 
elding  on  a  mere  right.  Howevei'  foSicftous  AWi'erica  tAY^  be'  i^ 
purfue  all  proper  meiiAiR;  te^dirtjg  to  obtain  fdt  this  princii^Ie  iBj 
ilflbnt  of  all  or  ahy  of  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe^  ihe  hev^i 
toncieivef)  thfe  idea  of  obtaining  that  confent  by  force. 

The  United  States  will'  only  arm  to  defeiVd'  their  own  rij^ts': 
neither  their  policy  noi*  their  intereTIs  jiern^tt  theih  to  aiMi»  ih 
order  to  compel'  a  Surrender  of  the  rights  of  oMiers.     Thefe  aiidf 
^lier  conllderatioAs,  Mrhich  have  been  fubmitted  to  tlie  fjoirin* 
inent  of  France,  produced  on  the  part  oif  the  United  States,  i 
deciflon,  that  their  bottottis  could  not  ot  right  prdteA  the  ^tobSs 
of  ft  belligerent  power  frotn  an  e^emy  ndt  bbiimi  to  reMea  tliii 
jjtrinciple.     This  decifidn  wsls  founded  oh  the  moft  perfe^con* 
-viCtiion  that  it  was  enjoined  by  thie  law  of  nations ;  and  thai  ^8ol 
fiith,  refpedl  for  truth,  and  for  the  duties  of  ah  lipri^t  id2 
honeft  judgment^  render  it  indifpeiifable.     This  ccmViCuofi' re^ 
mains  unfhaken*     If  thefe  arguthents,  Which  dill  appear  coiidii-' 
five  to  the  American  governthent,  have  not  the  fame  operaK'oii  ion 
the  judgitient  of  France^,  they  mtid  at  leaft  be  fufficieh^  to'tvili^ 
the  fincerity  with  which  that  goverhmerit'has  a6led;  and  to  prove 
that  its  condufl,  in  this  refpe^^  was  produced  by  a  feoTe  of  dtttt'i 
and  not  by  any  partiality  for  a  natiort  agaihft  wKtidh  it  ifia,  at  tlul 
time>  confiderably  iiritated  by  other  caufes. 

The  underfigned,  Citizen  Mlnifter,  rely  too  ihiplicitly  Bh'fbttf 
candour  aiid  difccrnmcnt,  to  apprehend  that  yoii'  will  eftiAate 
improi)erIy  the  motives  which  on  this  efTeiitial  point  hsfVe  ihfiueilciiS 
and  guided  the  United  States. 

The  early  dccifion  of  the  American  government  on  this  ftiBjcS 
was  immediately  openly  avowed,  and  ariiply  fupported  bV  Nfe 
JcfFerfon,  the  then  fccrctary  of  ftaie,  iti  his  letter  to  Mr.  GcWj 
dated  tht  24th  of  July  1793,  and  in' hi^'  letter  to  M?'.  Moffli 
dated  i6th  of  Anguft  in  the  fame  year.  The  argtiiDent^  wbin 
thofc  letters  contain,  were  fuppofed  to  have  fatisfied  tficTfcif'eJS- 
ment  of  France,  (ince  its  miniheis  in  the  United  States  lio  loQJJ^ 
coritrovcried  ibe  principle  they  fupported.  Indeed  tKofb'  al^* 
niehts  aippeared  too  cor.cluTive  to  permit  a  doubt  conceitii&j^  tHc . 
fuccefs  which  would  attend  thcml 

In  Auguft    i794>    when   Mr.  Monroe,    the  then  liiliiiiKt.^ 
the  United  States  to  this  republic,  was  received  into  the  bbftra  ^^^ 
the  Convention,-  France  obvioufly  did  not  comidertWaiHioW'^ 
ledgment  of  this  edabiifhed  principle'  of  tKiflaw  of  iiaiiohsi ^ 
indicating  a  partiaTity  towards  her  cnctiiy.     The  1a(ngu3^  ufc8'«fj» 
the  occaffon  could  only  have  been  ufed  to  the  minifter  of  anidi^'^. 
whofe  friend/hip  was  valued,  arid  whofe  condu£t  had  ertncefl  ^f^ 
fincerity  of  its   prufLirions.      It  was  then ,  declared  *•/ that  t'*^ 
fwecteft,    the  frankeR' fraternity  unitecF  in  cStSt  tfic  f*o'H^ 

public^ 


(^33) 

'  and  that  '*  their  union  wouM  be.  for  ever  indiflblublc.'* 
^larations,  made  long  after  America  had  avowed  its  neu* 
md  had  avowed  its  acquiefcence  under  the  principle  that 
fteni  power,  unreftrained  by  particular  treaty,  may  of 
e  out  of  the  bottoms  of  a  neutral,  the  goods  of  its  enemy, 
-ate  that  neither  that  neutrality  nor  that  acquiefcence  in- 
B  want  of  a  proper  regard  for  France,  The  government 
n'lted  States  ftill  cherimes  the  hope,  that  this  true  and  fair 
then  made  of  its  condu£t,  may  foon  be  refuroed  by  a 
hofe  friendftiip  it  has  afliduoufly  and  unremittingly  culti- 
f  all  thofe  means  which  good  faith  and  juftice  would  per- 
ufe. 

the  difcuflion  of  thiSjjnterefting  queftion  was  fuppofed  to 
n  clofcd,  and  FVanc^  was  believed  to  have  been  entirely 
}vith  that  (Vftem  in  which  the  United  States  found  them- 
and  to  perfevere,  fome  compbints  were  made,  not  againft 
iples  adopted  by  the  government,  but  againft  the  applica- 
hofe  principles  to  particular  cafes  fuppofed  not  to  come 
biem.  The  neutrality  of  the  United  States  could  not 
rize  to  be  made  of  thofe  veflels  belonging  to  nations  with 

3  were  at  peace,  within  their  jurifdi&on,  orbypriva- 
out  in  their  own  ports.  Regulations  to  this  effe£t 
ceflarily  made,  and  to  enforce  the  obfervance  of  thofe 
ns  was  a  duty  not  to  be  difpenfed  with.  The  right  of 
vt  belligerent  powers  to  obtain  the  releafe  of  a  veflel  cap* 
ler  fuch  circumftances,  was  as  facred  as  the  right  of  the 
)  a  vedel  taken  on  the  high  feas,  and  which  according  to 
e  of  war  was  lawful  prize.  The  United  States  were 
refpeft  the  rights  of  both.  To  do  fo,  it  was  neceflary 
ine  the  fads ;  for  which  purpofe,  a  tribunal,  in  which 
ies  might  be  fairly  heard,  was  unavoidable.  Some  com- 
pere made  of  particular  vexations,  and  each  complaint  has 
:icularly  attended  to.  Itisbelievedtobeunpeceflfary  to  review 
:ral  cafes,  becaufe  the  underfigned  are  entirely  perfuaded 
ixplanations  already  given  muft  have  been  completely  fatif- 
Should  any  one  of  them  be  flill  confidered  as  furnifhing 
or  complaint,  the  underfigned  will  proceed  to  its  invefti* 
vith  the  moft  fincere  defire  to  attain  truth,  and  to  rcdrefs 
ig,  if  any  has  been  committed. 

g  this  period,  the  caufes  of  complaint  againft  France, 

Mirt  of  the  United  States,  were  by  no  means  inconfider- 

!lieir  cominerce  was  not  exempt  from  depredations,  bc- 

be  entirely  unwarrantable,  made  upon  it  by  the  cruifcrs 

epiiblic* 

fe  gth  of  May  1793,  the  National  Convention  pafled  a 
tlktive  to  the  commerce  of  neutrals,  the  firft  article  of 
I  in  thefe  words:  "  The  French  ihlps  of  war  and  priva- 
Vll.  H  h  .       .        -    •  ^^„^ 
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tccrs  may  flop  and  bring  into  the  ports  of  the  republic  fiich  nco- 
tral  velTcIs  as  are  loaded,  in  whole  or  in  part,  either  with 
virions  belonging  to  neutrals,  and  deftined  for  enemies  ports^  c 
with  mcrchandife  belonging  to  enemies.**  In  confequcnce  c^f 
the  remonftrances,of  the  American  minifter,  the  Convention,  o  ai 
the  23d  of  May,  deelared,  "  that  the  veflTcls  of  the  IPnited  Stat 
are  nut  comprifed  in  the  regulations  of  the  decree  of  the  ftk 
May.*'  On  the  28th  of  the  fame  month  the  Convention  repealed 
the  decree  of  the  23d ;  on  the  ift  July  they  re-e(lablifhed  i«  ; 
on  the  27th  July  it  was  again  repealed.  Under  the  decree^  ^»f 
the  9th  May,  the  veflTels  of  the  United  States  were  capturedy 
brought  into  the  ports  of  France,  and  their  cargoes  difpofed  of. 
Could  this  decree,  Citizen  Minified,  be  regarded  otherwife  than 
as  infringing  the  laws  of  nations,  the  rights  of  neutrals',  and  th« 
particular  engagements  fubfifting  between  France  and  the  United 
States  ? 

When,  on  the  8th  June  in  the  fame  year,  the  Britifh  govern^ 
xnent  ifliied  a  flmilar  order,  its  injuftice  produced  a  fermeiit 
throughout  America,  indicating  ftrongdifpofitions  immediately  to 
oppofc  its  execution  by  force.  The  letter  of  Mr.  JefFerfoni  the 
then  fecrctary  of  ftate,  to  the  minider  plenipotentiary  rf  the  . 
United  States  at  London,  dated  the  7th  September  17931  and 
remonflratihg  asainft  the  order  of  the  cth  June',  contains  b 
much  juftnefs  of  fentiment  and  (Irchgth  of  argument,  as  to  have 
been  quoted  by  your  predeceflbr  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe  of 
the  9th  March  1796. 

It  cannot  efcapc  you,  Citizen  Minifter,  that  the  arguments  of 
]Wr.  JcfFcrfon,  concerning  the  order  of  the  8th  June,  apply  con-  ' 
chifively  to  the  decree  of  the  9th  May  ;  and  that  to  them  arc  to  be 
added  thofe  arguments  which  are  to  be  drawn  from  the  hardfhip 
of  being  abfolutely  compelled,  without  any  alternative,  to  part  ' 
with  the  cargoes  in  France,  and  thofe  alfo  which  are  dmwn  from 
the  duties  impofed  by  an  cxprcfs  and  folemn  treaty. 

Nothing  can  demonftrate  more  conclufively  the  real  temper  of 
the  United  States,  than  the  difference  between  the  reception  given 
to  the  decree  of  the  Convention  of  the  ^ih  May,  and  that  which 
was  given  to  the  order  of  the  Britifli  cabinet  of  the  8th  June. 

A  large  number  of  American  velTels,  too,  were  for  a  longtime 
detained  at  Bourueaux,  very  much  to  the  injury  of  the  owner** 
without  alfigning  a  motive  for  fuch  detention,  or  putting  it  in  the 
power  of  the  government  to  conjedure  the  caufe  of  a  meafur^  ^ 
which  fo  deeply  afFeSed  the  intereft  of  their  fellow-citizen^ 
Thefe  and  oihcr  embarralTments  were  experienced  ;  but  they  coi*^^ 
not  diminifh  the  attachment  of  the  United  States  to  France.  I*^ 
the  midft  of  them,  prayers  were  offered  up  through  the  who^ 
extent  of  the  American  continent  for  the  fuccefs  of  this  republic* 
The  government  feeling  the  fame  fentiment,  difplayed  it,  atk^* 
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d^far  as  was  compatible  with  the  decent  deportment  required  from 
a  nation  not  a  party  in  the  war^  and  profefling  neutrality.  Such 
Would  not  have  been  the  condu£t  of  a  government  and  people  in 
fccitt  unfriendly  to  France. 

Very  ftrong  and  juft  refentments  were  at  that  time  infpired  by- 
he  boltile  conduct  of  Britain.  The  inftruftions  of  June  1793, 
vhereby  Anierican  veflcls  laden  with  provifions  for  France  were 
wrought  into  the  ports  of  Britain,  there  to  fell  fuch  cargoes^  or  to 
{i^c  iecurity  to  Icll  them  in  other  ports  in  amity  with  England, 
ind  the  (lill  more  oiFenfive  order  or  November  the  6th,  in  the 
•nc  year,  whereby  veflcls  laden  with  the  produce  of  a  French 
xilony  were  ordered  to  be  brought  in  for  adjudication,  added 
:o  die  pre-exiding  caufes  of  mutual  irritation,  had  produced  fuch 
ft  flate  of  (liings,  as  to  render  it  obvious,  that  the  injuries  com- 
pUned  of  by  America  mud  be  entirely  done  away^  or  that  war 
vu  the  inevitable  confequence. 

This  ftate  of  things  was  not  fo  altered  by  the  order  of  the  8th  of 
Janury  1 794,  revoking  that  of  the  6th  of  November  1 793,  as 
toprotnife  a  different  refult.  But,  as  a  nation  preferring  peace  to 
1V>  will  ever  make  a  peaceful  demand  of  reparation  for  injuries 
fiiiained,  before  that  reparation  is  fought  by  the  fword ;  and  as 
the  policy  of  America  has  ever  been,  •*  to  purfue  peace  with  un- 
itmiuing  zeal,  before  the  lad  rcfource,  which  has  fo  often  been 
ttefcourgeof  nations,  and  could  not  fail  (o*  check  the  advanced 
ptofperity  of  the  United  States,  was  contemplated ;"  an  envoy 
citraordinary  was  deputed  to  -his  Britannic  Majefty  :  "  carryirg 
^hhim  a  full  knowledge  of  the  exiiting  temper  and  fenfibilitv 
of  his  country,  it  was  expe£led  that  he  would  vindicate  its  rights 
with  firmnefs,  and  cultivate  peace  with  Hncerity." 

Tiuly  defirous  as  the  American  government  were  of  prcferving 
peace  with  Britain,  its  determination  was  unalterable,  not  to  pre- 
^m  it,  nor  to  receive  compenfation  for  injuries  fuflained,  nor 
ktirity  againft  their  future  commiflion,  at  the  cxpcnfe  of  the 
bialleft  of  its  engagements  to  France.  Explicit  and  pofitive  in^- 
'Infiions  to  this  effe£l  were  given  to  Mr.  Jay,  and  thofe  inflruc* 
^  were  freely  communicated  to  the  miniiler  of  this  republic, 
Aen  at  Philadelphia.  The  negotiation  of  the  American  envoy 
^inated  in  a  treaty,. in  many  refpedls  dcfirablc  to  the  United 

Bot  however  defirable  its  objcfls  might  be,  the  government  of 
^  United  States  would  not  have  heiitatcd  to  rejcSt  them,  had 
fky.been  accompanied  with  any  (lipulation  violating  or  weaken- 
ing its  engagements  to  France.  But  it  has  been  able  to  difccrn 
"ll*  fuch  ftipulation.  The  25ih  article  of  that  treaty  guards  the 
'iglttsof  this  republic  by  the  following  claufc :  <^  Nothing  in  this 
^'^  contained  fliall,  however,  be  conftrued  to  operate  contrary 
^former  and  exiding  public  treaties  with  other  fovereigns  or 

H  h  2  ftat«s." 
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t 

ftatcs.'*    The  treaty  with  France  being  "  a  former  and  exiftin 

bublic  treaty/'  and  it  being  thus  provided,  that  nothing  contaioc 

m  the  treaty  with  Britain  <<  fhould  be  conftnied  to  operate  coi 

trary  to  it,"  the  government  of  the  United  States  did  not  a] 

prehend   that   the   treaty  with  Britain   could   be  cpnfidered  ; 

uStGting  its  relations  to  France*     But  fuch  was  its  attention  to  i 

ally,  that  the  inftniment  was,  previous  to  its  ratification,  ful 

mitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  minifter  of  t)us  repubJicy  wl 

w.as  invited  to  communicate  freely  to  the  government  of  tl 

United  States  fuch  obfervations  upon  it  as  he  might  judge  propc 

Mr.  Adet,  in  a  letter  addrefled  to  Mr.  Randolph,  dated  12th  Mc 

fidor,  ad  vear  of  the  French  republic  (30th  June  1)95%-^ 

prefles  nis  lenfe  of  this  procedure  in  the  following  words :  **  Tl 

frank  meafure  is  to  me  a  fure  guarantee  of  the  American  gover 

ment  .towards  France,  and  of  the  fidelity  with  which  it  aiwa 

ikiarks  its  conduA  towards  a  faithful  ally."    He  then  ftated  tkc 

reflexions  to  which  the  reading  of  the  treaty  bad  given  birt 

The  articles  whic^  relate  to  enemies  goods  in  neutral  bottoms,  a 

mentioned  without  a  comment.     He  contended  that  the  lift 

contraband  was  fwelled  i  and  that  the  23d,  24th,  and  25th  artid 

of  the  treaty  with  Britain,  ceded  to  that  power  advantages  inco) 

fiftent  with  the  previous  ceflions  to  France.     This  letter  w 

anfwered  by  Mr.  Randolph  on  the  6th  of  July  following,  wl 

proves,  that  no  article  was  enumerated  in  the  lift  of  contrabau 

in  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Britain,  which  w 

not  of  that  defcription  previous  to  its  formation ;  and  independc 

t>f  it,  noticed  briefly  the  fubje£l  of  enemy  goods  in  neutral  be 

toms ;  and  demonftrated,  that  the  objedions  of  Mr.  Adet  to  tl 

sjd,  24th,  and  a5th  articles,  were  entirely  founded  on  a  mi 

conftru^ion  of  them*    This  mifconftrudion  w^s  fo  apparec 

that  Britain  has  never  claimed  it,  nor  would  the  American  g 

vernment  ever  have  admitted  it.     The  letter  of  Mr.  Randd] 

clofes  the  fubje£l  of  enemy  contraband,  and  of  enemy  proptf 

taken  out  of  neutral  bottoms,  with  a  paragraph,  to  which,  C 

tiz«en  Minifter,  your  attention  is  folicited  :  <*  Hitherto,  howertt 

fays  he,  "  I  have  fpoken  upon  principles  of  right:  upon»i 

other  principles,  and  more  efpecially  upon  thofe  of  hardlhipai 

injury  to  a  friend,  it  fhall  be  a  topic  of  the  negotiation  now  ope 

ing  between  us.     With  the  temper  which  will  pervade  the  wbc 

of  it,  I  cannot  doubt,  that  fome  modification  may  be  devift 

and  it  may  be  feparated  from  the  general  treaty,  fo  as  not  to 

delayed  by  it.  ** 

It  was  then  apparent,  that  the  government  of  the  United  StaC^ 
aduated  by  that  friendfhip  which  tranfcends  the  line  .of  ftr 
obligation,  was  willing  gratuitoufly  to  releafe  her.  ally  from  tb< 
ftipulations  of  a  former  treaty,  which,  in  the  course  of  even 
were  deemed  to  operate  unfavourably  to  her.  This  readinefe 
2  cooc^ 
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concede  marks  that  friendfliip  the  more  ftrongly,  as  the  fltuations 
in  which  the  two  nations  found  themfelves  could  not  have  been  un- 
forefieen,  but  was  the  very  fituation  for  which  the  article  provides. 
The  anfwer  of  Mr.  Randolph  concludes  with  requefting  an  op- 
poitanity  to  remove  any  remaining  doubts^  fhould  there  be  fuch, 
bjf  brthcr  explanation :  no  remaining  doubts  were  flatcd ;  and 
therefore^  as  well  as  for  its  contents,  the  letter  was  believed  to  be 
fktisfadory  to  Mr.  Adet :  and  it  was  hoped  that  this  government, 
xs  well  as  that  of  America,  would  conflder  the  treaty  wirh  Britaia 
as  an  accommodation  defirable  by  the  United  States,  and  not  dif- 
adfantag^ous  to  France. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  exprefs  the  chagrin  felt  by  the.  American  go- 
vtmment  on  learning  that  in  this  treaty  the  United  States  were 
fiippofed  to  have  **  knowingly  and  evidently  facriiiced  their  con- 
ifaion  with  this  republic,  and  the  mod  eflential  ami  Icail  con- 
leflied  prerogatives  oi  neutrality.'*  With  the  firmncfs  of  oonfcious 
intoity,  the  United  States  aver,  that  they  have  never,  knowingly, 
bcnficed  or  impaired  their  connexion  wiih  this  republic  nor  the 
(Krogatiyes  of  neutrality  ;  but  that  they  have,according  to  their 
heft  judgment,  invariably  fought  to  preferve  both. 

Tlie  underfigned  will  endeavour  faithfully  to  ftate  the  impreC- 
fansof  the  government  they  reprefent  on  this  intereding  fubjed. 
The  objeAions  made  to  this  treaty  by  your  predccefTor  in  office, 
in  his  note  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  19th  ot  VentoCc,  4th  year 
flfthe  French  republic^  one  and  indiviiible  (9th  March  1796;, 
lie: 

id.  That  the  United  States,  befides  having  departed  from  the 
principles  eftabliOied  by  the  armed  neutrality,  have  given  to  £ng- 
and,  to  the  detriment  of  their  firft  allies,  the  modTtriking  mark 
of  an  .unlMunded  condefcenfion,  by  abandoning  the  limits  given 
te  contraband  by  the  law  of  nations,  by  their  treaties  with  all 
tther  nations,  and  even  by  thofe  of  England  with  the  greater 
fin  of  the  maritime  powers. 

•2(L  That  they  have  confented  to  extend  the  denomination  of 
contraband  even  to  provifions.  Inftead  of  pointing  out  paiticu- 
Wly,  as  all  treaties  do,  the  cafes  of  the  effedivc  blockade  of  a 
phce,  as  alone  forming  an  exception  to  the  freedom  of  this  ar- 
^le,  they  have  tacitly  acknowledged  the  pretcnfions  raifeJ  by 
^Bgiand  to  create  blockades  in  the  colonies,  and  even  in  France^ 
^  the  force  of  a  bare  proclamation. 

Mr.  Adet,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pickering,  dated  25th  Brumaire, 
fifth  year  of  the  French  republic,  one  and  indivifible  (15th  Nov- 
'796)>  repeated  the  fame  objeflion,  and  has  been  pleafed  alfo  to 
^iptiadd  fome  obfervations  relative  to  the  formation  of  fuch  a 
jtity  generally,  and  the  circumftances  attending  its  negotiation, 
^  terms  not  to  have  been  expeded  by  the  fir(t  and  almoft  [onlyj 
>«luntary  friend  of  the  republic^ 
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Thefc  having  been  the  only  fpccific  objeQions  officially  r 
to  the  treaty  with  Britain  by  the  government  of  France,  ci 
in  Paris  or  in  Philadelphia,  are  necelFarily  fuppofed  to  be  the  * 
objedions  which  have  occurred. 

They  have  often  been  difcufled  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stt 
but  that  difcuflion  vi^ill  be  renewed,  becaufe,  although  the  ur 
figned  may  be  unable  to  fugged  any  argument  not  hereto 
urged,  they  cannot  reflfl  the  hope,  that  an  attentive  reconfid 
tion  of  thofe  arguments  may  give  them  a  fuccefs  which  has 
yet  attended  them. 

The  firft  objeflion  may  be  fuppofed  to  confiflof  two  parts; 
the  abandonment  of  the  principle,  that  neutral  bottoms  ir 
neutral  goods,  an  object  ion.  rather  infinuated  than  expreffed ;  ; 
2dly,  the  addition  to  the  catalogue  of  contraband. 

ift-  On  the  firft  part  of  the  objedlion  it  is  obfervable,"  that 
ftatements  of  the  late  minifter  of  exterior  relations,  and  of  1 
Adct,  feem  to  admit,  but  certainly  do  not  controvert  the  pofit: 
that,,  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  armed  neutrality,  a  b< 
gerent  power  could  rightfully  take  out  of  the  bottoms  of  a  ncu 
the  goods  of  its  enemy.  This  pofition  is  believed  to  be  inc 
trovertible ;  fomc  of  the  arguments  in  fupport.  of  it  have  b 
already  detailed,  and  it  is  deemed  unncceffary  to  repeat  or  to 
to  them.  To  this  principle  of  the  armed  neutrality,  with  a 
parture  from  which  the  United  States  fcem  to  be  impliedly  charj 
the  note  of  Mr.  Dc  la  Croix  does  not  aflign  any  obligation  wl 
tvcr ;  nor  docs  he  appear  lo  confider  it  as  having  been  engra 
by  that  confederation  on  the  law  of  nations.  On  this  point  1 
lAdet.  has  not  been  more  explicit ;  he  feems  to  have  been  con 
v^ith  vague  infinuations,  and  not  to  have  been  willing  to  com 
binifelf  by  a  dircfl  averment,  that  in  confcquence  of  the  an 
neutrality  the  law  of  nations  on  this  fnbjcdl  is  changed, 
imderfigned  are  unwilling  to  comb^at  at  length  a  propofition 
pofitively  advanced,  which  they  deem  fb  clearly  indefenfible, 
will  therefore  refer  to  the  brief  obfcrvation  already  made 
fpcfting  it. 

It  may  not,  however,  be  improper  here  to  notice,  tha' 
February  1778,  when  tlic  treaty  between  France  and  the  Un 
Stat/s  was  entered  into,  the  arnit-d  neutrality  had  not  been  fornr 
of  confecjuencc,  the  ftatc  of  things  on  which  that  treaty  opera 
was  regulated  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  it  clearly  cxifted  prev: 
to  the  formation  of  the  armed  neutrality.  It  is  fuppofed  ti 
admitted,  that,  according  to  that  ftatc  of  thini;s,  neutral  bott 
could  afford  no  protcflion  to  the  goods  of  an  enemy.  The  fti 
lation,  then,  of  the  article  of  that  treaty  was  underftood  at 
time,  by  the  contracting  parties,  to  form  an  exception  to  a  g< 
ral  rule,  which  would  retain  its  obligation  in  all  cafes  whet 
>\'as  not  changed.     If,  then,  the  contrading  parties  had  defrg 
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to  impofc  on  each  other  the  neceffity  of  extending  tliio  exception 
toother  nations,  Tq  as  to  convert  it  into  a  general  rule,  they 
^oaU  have  exprcifed  this  intention  in  their  contraft ;  not  having 
tifitSi^  ity  they  mud  be  conGdered  as  intending  that  this  ex- 
ception (hould  form  a,rule  as  between  themfelves,  while  the  gene- 
nl  rale  (hould  govern  as  with  other  nations  who  had  not  con- 
noted to  change  It. 

It  is  alfo  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  when  this  treaty  was 

made  the  United  States  were  at  war,  and  France  at  peace  with 

Britain.   In  this  (late  of  things,  which  might  have  continued,  had 

not  war  been  declared,  or  hoftilitics  commenced  by  England,  the 

bottoms  of  France  would  have  protefted  from 'American  cruifers 

£ngliili  property,  while  they  would  not  have  protcftcd  from  Bri- 

ti(h  cruifers  American  property.     This  was  the  nccclFary  refultof 

thitftate  of  things  under  which  the  treaty  was  formed  ;  America 

had  confented  to  it^  and  neither  could  nor  would  have  com«^ 

pbioed. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  noticed,  that  before  the  negotiation  with  Fng- 
land  had  commenced,  the  government  of  the  United  States  had 
Openly  avowed  that  opinion  on  this  fubje£t  which  its  beft  judg- 
SQent  diflated.  This  opinion,  perfectly  unconncdcd  \vith  that 
nqotiation,  was  known  by  all  to  form  and  regulate  the  bads  of 
its  condu£t«  The  letters  from  Mr.  JefFcrfon  already  quoted  h«d 
ftated  to  the  world  the'  perfeft  conviftion  of  the  United  Siatc5, 
tlut,  by  the  law  of  nations,  a  belligerent  power,  not  reflraincd 
Ikj  particular  treaty,  might  rightfully  take  out  of  the.  bottoms  of 
^  neutral  the  goods  of  its  enemy,  as  well  as  their  determination 
tlifthcy  could  not,  and  ought  not,  to  oppofe  the  exercife  of  this 
X'ight.  The  right  having  been  clearly  and  unavoidably  admitted, 
^ad  the  determination  to  acquiefce  under  its  exercife  having  been 
flowed  openly,  Mr.  Jay  could  cnly  folicit  its  furrender. — Had 
*W  treaty  been  formed,  or  had  that  treaty  omitted  to  mention  the 
principle,  the  right  would  ftill  have  exifted,  would  Itill  have  been 
-^dtnowlcdged,  and  would  ftill  have  been  exercifcd.  The  treaty 
^oes  not,  in  faft  or  in  exprelTion,  cede  a  new  privilege  ;  it  regu- 
*^e$  the  exercife  of  one  before  exi fling  and  before  acknowledged 
^^  cxift.  The  harfh  means  of  cxcrciling  this  right,  which  arc 
&^  by  the  law  of  nations,  are  modified  and  foftcned  by  the 
*'eaty ;  and  this  is  the  only  efFcft  which  the  article  on  this  fubjeft 
^^  produced  ;  it  was  the  only  motive,  and  it  was  a  fufficient 
'^'otivc,  for  introducing  it. 

The  fecond  branch  of  this  objeftion  fcems  more  to  be  relied 
J^»  and  comes  forward  in  a  more  decifivc  (hape;  it  is — that  the 
United  States  have  abandoned  the  limit  given  to  contraband  by 
Jhe  law  of  nations,  by  their  treaties  with  other  nations,  and  even 
*^y   thofe  of   England  with  the  greater  part  of  the  maritime 
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The  limit  of  contraband  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  cxtewtal  fc] 
inferting  in  the  x:atalogue  naval  ftores  and  timber  for  fhip^ 
building. 

To  eftimate  rightly  a  charge  To  warmly  made.  It  becomes  in 
difpenfable  to  afcertain  whether  thofe  articles  are,  independea 
of  treaty,  by  the  law  of  nations  contraband  of  war:   on  thi 
fingle  point  (eems  to  red  the  verity  of  the  accufation* 

It  is  regretted,  that  thofe  who  have  averred  the  negative  hair 
not  been  pleafcd  to  furnifli  authorities  in  fuoport  of  the  opiaicH 
they  advaiKre.  Such  authorities  would  have  been  confidered  wit^ 
candour,  and  any  comvidion  they  might  have  produced  wouL 
have  been  freely  acknowledged.  But  no  fuch  authorities  are  fiip 
niflied,  and  it  is  believed  that  none  exift.>    • 

America,  folicitous  to  confine  as  much  as  poflible  by  commo 
confcnt  the  lift  of  contraband,  but  determined,  however  Qm 
might  pppofe  its  enlargement,  not  to  attempt  its  diminution  I^ 
force,  was  under  the  neceflity  of  examining  the  fubje£i,  and  c 
afcertaining  the  line  of  partitichi  between  the  rights  of  ocatial 
and  of  belligerent  powers.  ' 

As  guides  in  fuch  a  fearch,  {h€  could  only  take  the  moft  ap 
proved  writers  on  the  law  of  nations:  Thefe  are  believed  C 
clafs  timber  for  £hip-building,  and  naval  (lores  for  the  equip] 
of  veilels,  among  articles  admitted  to  be  contraband  of 
Vattel  (B.  7,  Se£t*  112]  defines  contraband  goods  to  be  ^'comsac 
dities  particularly  ufed  in  war :  fuch  are  arms,  military  aj» 
naval  (lores,  timber,  horfes,  and  even  provifions  in  certam  juoc 
tures,  where  there  are  hopes  of  reducing  the  enemy  by  famine^— 
The  treaty  between  France  and  Deimiark,  concluded  in  1 74s 
places  tar,  roTin,  fails,  hemp,  cordage,  mafts,  and  timber  fo 
ihip-building,  on  the  catalogue  for  contraband  :  and  Valin,  10  iki 
Commentary  on  the  Marine  Ordinances  of  France  (vol.  ii.  p.  264.^ 
fays,  that  '<  of  right  thefe  articles  are  now  contraband,  and  blV 
beeh  Co  from  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  century.**  Xi 
conformity  with  thefe  opinions  has  been  that  of  America;  9nd  .i 
the  law  of  nations  was  undei flood  by  the  mod  approved  jurififl 
ihe  has  not  erred. 

But  the  modern  public  law  of  nations^  and  modem  treati^ 
are  faid  to  have  edablifhed  a  different  rtile.  If  the  modem  publp 
law  of  nations  has  changed  the  principle,  fuch  change  is  Tp 
unknown  to  the  United  States— *it  is  much  to  be  wimed,  tw 
more  full  and  fatisfaflory  information  had  been  given  in  fupp^* 
of  an  opinion,  a  difference  on  which  is  alleged  to  have  prodo^^ 
confequences  fo  extremely  calamitous. 

It  is  averred,  that  the  armed  neutrality  has  conflituted  tf 
modern  public  law.  It  is  fuppofed  that  this  cannot  be  aver^ 
bccaufc  France  will  never  admit  the  right  of  a  confeder^^ 
whatever  may  be  its  power,  to  impofc  tliQ  law  on  thofe  who  ^ 
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tatprttcs  to  it.  ft  is  fuppofed  alfo,  that  this  cannot  be  ayetj:e4 
foi  anther  rcafon.  The  members  of  the  armed  neuirality  had 
act  ^Kpilclves  sgrccd  upon  the  articles  which  Ihould  be  dcetneit 
coolnbaofl.  Ruflia,  -  the  power  ociginating  ttiat  celebrated^ 
th«^  fliort<lived  compad,  pubiiflifd  in  ij^o  ihe  priociples  on; 
w^  Ihe  would  (naintain  the.  commerce  of  her  fubje£U ;  one  ofi 
thtfe  v<tS|.  t^t  the  articles  of  cpnirabaiid  flipuld  be  rcgolaie'd  by: 
tqe  lOtli  and  i  ith  aniclcs  of  her  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great. 


■  ,  Auenrardsj  Denmark  ^entered  intq  a  convention  wlih  Rufluit 
&(  m^ataining  generally  the  principles  .agreed  upon;  but  on  th» 
nrtjiA  of  contraband  in  parlicuUr,  Denmark  adopted  as  the 
Tjili^^y.  which  to  be  governed,  her  treaty  of  commerce  with 
QnaL^dtain,  concluded. the  loth  of  July  1670;  in  the  third 

.  asjsde  of  which,  contraband  goods  are  defcribed  to  be  "  any  pro^ 
VUHoi  of  war.  a$  loldiers,  arms,  machines,  cannon,  dips,  oe 
otter  t)ungi, of  neceOary  i^e  in  war.".  But,,  by  a  convention., 
coiiduded.  af  lipndon  on  the  4th  of  July  1780,  between  Great, 
Briiaia  and  Denmark,  to:  explain  the  treaty  of  commerce  of 
*pn  between  the  two  powers,  '^timber  for  fliip-building,  tar,- 
''9Vi(  copper  in,  flieets,' fails,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and  geoe» 
'^lif  wharever  fervcs  diredly  for  the  et^uipment  of  a  veOet,  un- 
yai^t  iron  and  fir-planks  excepted,"  are  declared  to  be  coptia- 


unusark  t>aying^  in  her  conven^on  with  RuISa,  adopted  her 

*T'*aly  wi^   England,  made  in.i&yo,  as  declaratory  of  thofe  ar- 

M^ti,  which  dn  would  conGder  as  contraband,  and  having,  bjr 

'^^teiplaaatory  agreenient  with  England,  fubfliiuted  a  particu*. 

^^.enumeratioo  of  articles  for  a  general  defcripii'on  of  them^  flot 

^9  4n?viicndmfi^  but  as  afi  explanatioti  of  the  treaty  of  1670, 

*^^j  lalLen  a  difTcieot  rule.  In  the  very  compaA  refefred  to,  aa 

^^^Milhing^  modern  public  law  of  nations,  from  thftt  taken  by 

'^-uHm.    The  rule  of  Denmark  clalTes  among  contraband  pre- 

^*(qly  the  fame  aiticlea  which  |ue  ejiumeratcd  aifucb  in. the  treaty 

^«4lwe^ri   ihe   United,  States  and  Britain, '  and  which  are  oAlyr 

-  ^^au)(,  JA  that  anumcration,.  becaufe  it  is  believed  that  the  law  m 

^MB^^ias  unqueilianably  :fo  placed  them.     Swedeft  and.HoU 

BP|H|^jin  acceding  to  the  armed  neutrality,  adopr  their  own;: 

Eyjawte  «>  the  rule  by  which  they  will  be  refpcfiively  guided—^ 

^r«i!;^  was  then  .even  among  the  parties  to  this  agreement  na 

"^cd  law  of  caDtT^atnnd.     Had  the  potentates  of  Europe  deligned: 

l-o     dbbiidi    peiin&nei}tly  and  generally  the  principles  of   the: 

&r-ned'^ieutraii^,  ,  the  war    which  originated   that    conventioo 

^v-c^jkh  haveterniinated  without  Tome  general  agreement  coq- 

ccinpng  it;  the  leSotlsot  Sweden  to  obtaiai  a  congrcfs  for.exa- 

miiiitigand  tcrmiiuting.^he  diScrenl  concerns  both  of  the  powers 

^'oL.VII.  I  i  »t 
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at  war  and  of  the  neutral  dates  could  not  have  proved  entin 
abortive.  '   . 

No  argument  then  can  be  drawn  from  the  an^ed  neutrality 
fupport  of  the  pofition,  that  the  modern  public  law  of  natic 
relating  to  contraband  has  been  abandoned  by  the  United  Stat( 
No  modern  public  law  having  been  formed,  the  rule  remains  u 
changed ;  and  at  the  prefent  nibmenty  as  well  as  when  tlie  trei 
ivi^h  France  was  formed,  is  believed  to  ordain  as  contraband  t 
articles  enumerated  as  fuch  in  the  treaty  with  Britam. 

But  it  is  alleged,  that  in  this  treaty  the  United  States  have  aba 
doned  the  limits  given  to  contraband  by  their  treaties  with 
other  nations,  and  even  by  thofe  of  England,  with  a  greater  p; 
of  the  maritime  powers. 

It  is  true,  that  the  United  States,  defirous  of  liberating  coi 
merce,  haye  invariably  feized  every  opportunity  which  prefent 
itfelf  to  dfminifh  or  remove  the  (hackles  impofed  on  that  of  m 
trals.  In  purfuance  of  this  policy,  they  have  on  nooccafion  I 
fitated  to  reduce  the  lift  of  contraband,  as  between  themfelves  a 
any  nation  confenting  to  fuch  redddlion.  Their  pre-exifii 
treaties  have  been  with  nations  as  willing  as  themfelves  to  chan 
the  old  rule ;  and  confequently  a  ftipulation  to  that  efkSt,  bei 
defired  by  both  parties,  has  been  made  without  difficulty.  .£a 
contrading  party  is  deemed  to  have  an  equivalent  for  the  ceffi 
made,  in  the  fimilar  ceffion  it  receives  from  the  party  with  wh 
it  contracts.  Neither  requires  of  the  other,  as  an  additio 
Confideration,  that  it  (hall  propagate  by  the  fword  the  princtf 
%Vhich  form  the  bafis  of  their  private  agreements,  and  force  i 
"Willing  nations  to  adopt  them ;  nor  that  it  (hould  decline  to  re| 
late  by  treaty  its  intereds  with  any  other  nation  which  (hould 
fafe-to  accede  to  them  :  as  little  could  either  fuppofe  that  its  pai 
cular  contrail  contained  any  thing  obligatory  on  others,  or  i 
capable  of  enlarging  or  dimini(hing  their  rights. 
'  The  treaties  of  the  United  States  then  with  other  nations  < 
onlyedablilh  the  limits  of  contraband,  as  between  the  contn 
ing  parties,  and  muft  leave  that  fubjeft  with  nations  not  par 
to  the  contra<ft,*to  the  law  which  would  have  governed,  had  fi 
particular  Aipulation  never  been  made.  According  to  the  exiR 
ftate  of  things,  When  the  negotiations  between  the  Uni 
States  and  Great  Britain  were  opened,  naval  (lores  and  timber 
(hip-building  were,  as  between  America  and  Britain,' cont 
Ijand  of  war :  they  would  have  retained  this  chara£ler,  had 
treaty  never  been  made ;  they  would  have  retained  it,  had 
•treaty  contained  no  provifion  on  the  fubjedl.  The  United  Sti 
■were  truly  dciirous  of  excluding  them  from  the  lift,  but  Bril 
vras  unwilling  to  do  fo.  Had  the  United  'States  poilefTed 
means  of  coercion^  their  eftabli(hed  policy,  founded  on  the  b 
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of  jullicci  and  their  own  peculiar  fituation,  forbid  a  refort  to 
theft  means  for  any  other  purpofe  than  the  defence  of  their  own 
rigbtSy  or  a  comph'ancc  with  their  own  engagements.  It  was 
Aocacafe  in  which  force  would  have  been  deemed  juftifiable  ; 
ud  the  objedi  being  unattainable  by  mutual  confent,  was  una- 
voidably relinquiflied  for  the  moment.  Yet  it  was  proper  to  enur  ' 
nente  the  articles  which  were  before  contraband,  and  which 
cootiDued  to  be  fo,  becaufe  that  enumeration  notified  to  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States  the  hazard  which  their  commodities 
would  encounter  on  the  feas  ;  and  becaufe,  alfo,  Jt  prevents  thofe 
vexatious  altercations  which  might  otherwife  have  been  produced 
bj  the  efforts  of  one  party  to  fwelL  and  of  the  other  to  reduce  x 
the  lift. 

Ifi  on  the  refufal  of  Britain  to  fubftitute  any  other  rule  con* 
cerning  contraband,  in  the  place  of 'that  eftablifhed  by  the  law  of 
nations,  France  finds  herfelf  in  a  fituation  to  be  injured  by  an 
obfepvance  of  her  engagements  with  the  United  States,  it  is  not 
the  treaty  with  Britain,  but  that  with  France,  which  has  produced 
|his  fituation.     This  was  forefeen  when  that  treaty  was  entered 
WOf  and  did  not  prevent  it.     The  ftipulation  concerning  con- 
unhand  was  formed  when  France  was  at  peace  and  America  at 
^1  ahhough  that  ftatc  of  things  did  not  long  continue,  yet  its 
continuance  was  by  no  means  deemed  impolfiblc.     Notwith(land« 
iitttbis,  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  manifefted  a 
^ngnefs  to  change  this  ftipulation  as  well  as. that  which  re- 
'pefis  enemies  property  in   neutral  bottoms,  fo  foon  as  France 
^plained  of  them :  of  this  the  letter  from  Mr.  Randolph  to 
^.  Adet,  already  quoted,   affords  conclufive  teflimony. 

It  appears  then,  on^ examining  this  obje£lion  to  the  treaty  be« 
<^veen  the  United  States  and  Britain,  that  it  has  not  added  to  the 
Catalogue  of  contraband  a  fingle  article ;  that  it  has  ceded  no  pri- 

3c,  has  granted  no  right,  and  that  it  has  not  changed  in  the 
minute  circumflance  the  pre-exifting  fituatiqn  of  the  United 
S^Cs  in  relation  either  to  France  or  to  Britain.  Notwithftand- 
*'Jgthcfc  truths,  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  haflened 
Joaflurc  its  former  fiiend  that,  if  the  ftipulations  between  them 
■*•  found  oppreffive  in  praftice,  it  is  ready  to  offer  up  thefe  ftipu- 
lations a  willing  facrifice  at  the  (hrine  of  friendfhip. 

In  vain  will  you  fearch  in  this  procedure  for  "  a  known  and 
*^nt  facrifice  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  their  con- 
*^ion«  with  this  republic,  and  of  the  moft  efTential  and  leaft. 
^tefted  prerogatives  of  neutrality.'*  In  vain  will  you  fearch 
^^  evidence  of  their  'V  having  given  to  England,  to  the  detri- 
^t  of  their  firft  allies,  the  moft  ftriking  mark  of  an  un- 
r^^^^oded  condefcenfion,  by  abandoning  the  limits  given  to  contra- 
band by  the  law  of  nations^  by  their  treaties  with  all  other  na- 

I  i  cf,  tions. 
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tipi\s,.^ancl  even  by  thofc  of  England  with  the  greater  part  of   ^1 
inaritimc  powers.*' 

The  United  States  feel  thcfe  reproaches  as  confcious  innocen 
feels  the  imputation  of  guilt. 

Secondly.  It  is  alfo  alleged,  that  "  the  United  States  ha. 
confented  to  extend  the  denomination  of  contraband  even  to  p  jr 
vi(\ons.  Inftead  of  pointing  out  particularly!  as  all  treaties  .d 
the  cafes  of  the  effeAive  blockade  of  a  place »  s^s  alone  fornaii 
an  e^^ceptibn  to  the  freedom  of  this  article,*  they  have  tacitly  ^< 
knowledged  the  pretenHons  raifcd  by  Epgland  to  create  bfocl 
iics  in  our  colonies,  and  even  in  France,  by  the  force  of  a  bjii 
proclamation.*' 

The  objefiions  to  this  article  fhall  be  confidcrcd  accordinjg  t 
its  letter,  and  according. to  its  operations. 

The  objeflionable  words  are — "  and  whereas  the  difficulty  o 
agreeing  on  the  precife  cafes  in  which  alone  pfovifions  andothe 
snticles  not  generally  contraband  may  be  regarded  as  fuch,  render 
it  expedient  to  provide  agaiiift  the  inconvenience  and  mifundcr- 
i^andihgs  which  might  thence  arife ;  it  is  farther  agreed,  thai 
whenever  any  fuch  articles  To  becoming  contraband  according  tc 
the  cxiflin?  laws  of  nations,  (hall,  f6t  that  reafon,  be  feizedi  the 
fame  (hall  not  be  confifcated ;  but  *the  owners  thereof  (hall  ot 
fpeddily  and  completely  indemni()ed ;  and  the  captors,  or,  in 
tneir  default,  the  goverirment  under  whofe  authority  tlicyay^i 
ihall  pay  to  the  mafters  or  owners  of  fuch  vefTels  the  full  value  o( 
all  fucli  articles,  with  a  reafonable  mercantile  profit  thereon,  to^ 
gether  with  the  freight  and  alfo  the  demiirrage  incident  to  fuCD 
detention.'* 

The  admiflions  contained  in  this  cafe  are— • 

Firft,  That  provifions  are  not  generally  contraband;  and  that 

Secondly,  They  are  fometimes  contraband. 

An  effort   was  made  to  efliablifh  the  precife  cafes  in  whi« 

alone  they  (hould  be  fubjeA  to  feiznrc  ;  for  America  would  on^ 

confcnt  to  condder  them  as  contraband  in  the  cafe  of  an  e^edl^ 

blockade,  (lege,  or  inveftment  of  a  place ;  while,  on  the  part  ^ 

England,  this  (l.rift  interpretation  of  the  rule  was  not  admitted 

but  it  was  contended,  that  provifions  became  contraband  wh^' 

there  were  reafonable   hopes  of.  reducing  the  enemy  by  famine 

.  In  this  oppofition  of  fcniiment,  to  what  have  the  United  Sta^* 

confented?     *'  To  extend  the  denomination  of  contraband evc 

to  provinons" — *'to  acknowledge  tacitly  the  pretenfions  raifed  D 

England  to  create  blockades  in  your  colonies,  and  even  in  France 

hy  the  fore?  of  a  bare  proclamation  r** — "  in  a  word,  to  h3.^ 

commerce  only  with  ^pgland."— Reconfider   the 'words  thct^ 

fclves,  and  it  will  require  no  comment  to  prove  how  iftappli<^^ 

bic  to  ihcm  arc  thefe  aftcrtions.  The  claufc  complained  of  havi  «^ 

ftat< 
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htatd  the  ^miffion  pf  the  difficulty  already  mfintioned,  proceeds 
o  fay— "  It  is  further  agreed,  that  whenever  any  fuch  articled 
o  burning  contraband  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  (haii» 
orthatreaion,  be  fcized,  the  fame  (hall  not  be  coniifcated,  but 
he  owners  tl^iercof  dial!  be  fpeedily  and  completely   indMnni- 

It  is  too  dear  to  admit  of  contedation,  that  this  claufe  does 
MX  declare  provifions  to  be  contraband,  or  admit  of  their  feizure 
o  zaj  other  cafes  than  when,  **  according  to  the  exifting  law  of 
ftationi.  they  (hould  become  contraband  ;"  in  fuch  cafe,  the  right 
b&izethem  is  not  given  by  this  article,  bat  it  is  admiued  by 
France,  and  by  all  the  world,  to  cxift  independent  of  treaty.  la 
1^  cafe,  they  would  have  been  feized,  had  this  flipulation  never 
KCQ  entered  into,  and  would  had  been  confifcated  alfo.  Th# 
yjcij  alteration  which  is,  by  the  letter  of  the  claufe,  produced  ia 
the  law  of  nations,  is,  to  exetppt  from  confifcation  goods  which 
under  that  law  would  have  been  fubjeS  to  it. 

But  h  has  been  fufpeded  to  have  an  obje&  and  an  operation 
MipnAice  different  from  its  letter.  It  has  been  fufpedcd  to 
covtf  a.defign  to  admit  fubftantially  certain  principles  with  re- 
j^x&to  blockades  which  in  theory  arc  denied. 

Inc^iable  of  duplicity,  America,  with  the  pride  of  confcious 
ifUttrity,  repels  this  infinuation,  and  courts  sm  invefligauon  of 
4eiaAs  ou  which  it  is  founded. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Britain 
%ftring  conftrued  the  law  of  nations  differently  in  this  refpe£t, 
^idi  would  have  zStcd  upon  its  own  opinion  of  that  law ;  the 
pnvateers  of  England  would  have  feized  a$  contraband  any 
goods  deemed  fucn  in  their  courts  of  admiralty  ^  and  the  go* 
v<(nunent  of  the  United  States  would  h^ve  reclaimed  fuch  goods, 
^  would  have  fupported  the  demand  in  fuch  a  manner  as  its 
9vn  judgment  didated.  This  procedure  is  not  changed.  T)ie 
riglu  to  make  fuch  reclamations  has  not  been  relinquifhed,  nor 
IkMthe  legality  of  the  feizure,  in  any  other  c^fe  than  that  of  an 
Attempt  to  enter  a  place  adually   invaded,  been  in  any  degree 

Emitted. 

It  is  true,  that  the  Brttifh  government  repewed  the  order  con- 
cemiog  provifions  about  the  time  o£  the  ratification  of  this 
^tfiaty;  but  it  isnotlefs  true,  that  the  government  of  the 'United 
^t^  manifefted  a  firm  rcfoluUDn  to  fubmit  to  no  fuch  conftruc- 
*w»o,  and  remonflratcd  fo  fciioully  againft  it  as  to  produce  a  revo- 
5^^ of  the  order.  Nor  is  this  all:'  claims  for  provifions  feized 
'!^  cafes  of  a  mere  proclamation-blockade,  have  been  aflually 
^^,  and  have  been  adually  decided  in  favour  of  the  claimants. 
Toe  Britifh  government  has  acquiefced  under  fuch  dccifions,  by 
Paying  the  fums  awarded.  Thefe  (urns  were  not  limited  to  a 
'^fonable  profit  on  the  price  of  the  commodity  feized,  but  were 
1  regulated 
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tegntated  by  its  price  at  Ae  port  of  dfedination;  aiid,  coni 
quently,  the  adual  as  well  as  avowed  •principle  of  fuch  .dec  n- 
fions  was,  that  the  goods  fcitcd  had  not  become  contrabati^^il] 
••  according  to  the  exifting  law  of  nations." 

The  ihteiition  of  the  government  then,  and  the  pihdfli'ce  »i        >■ 
der  the  article,  are. ia  direct  oppofition  to  thefc  injurious  fufp        i. 
ctons,  the  indulgence  of  which   has  produtcd  fuch   pernicidi^_^j 
eiFeds.     It  is  even  believed  that  the  dccifion  on  this  fubjcQ  w^k// 
be  one  ftep  towards  the  eftablifhment  of  that  principle  for  whjC3"ft 
America  has  never  ceafcd  to  contend.     It  is  alfo  believed,  ar^</ 
has  ever  been  believed,  that  the  atticlc  obje£led  to  would  have    ^ 
necelfary  tendency  to   incrcafc,    and  did,   in   fa6l,  increafe  tfK 
quantity  of  provifions  imported  from  America  Into  France  anrf 
Iier  colonics.     The  American  commerce,  being  entirely  in  the 
hands  of   individuals,    is  confeqncntly  conduflcd   by  them  ic- 
cordingto  their  own  views  of  particular  adtantagc:  they  will  un- 
queftionably  endeavour  to  fupply  the  highcft  market,  unlcfs  rc« 
ftrained  from  doing  fo  by  other  confiderations  which  render*  it 
unadvifable  Jto  attempt  fuch  a  fupply.     In  tl.cir  calculation,  the 
rifk  of  reducing  the  market  is  too  important  an  item  to  be  pafltfd 
over  or  forgotten.     Every  diminution  of  this  rilk  adds  to  thr 
nmnbcr  of  thofe  who  will  attempt  the  fupply  ;  and  confequently 
a  knowledge  that  the  voyage,  fliould  it  even  fail  by  the  feizure  of 
the  veflTel,  would  yet  be  profitable,  rauft  increafe  the  number  .of 
thofe  who  would  make  it. 

It  is  plain  then,  that  this  article  admits  the  feizure  of  pro-' 
vifions  in  no  fituation  where  they  were  not  before  feizable;  and 
encourages  their  tranfportation  to  France  and  her  coionieS|  by 
diniinifliing  the  rifle  of  fuch  tranfportation. 

It  is  alfo  complained  of,  that  this  treaty  has  not,  f^  as  all  trea- 
ties do,  pointed  out  particularly  the  cafes  of  the  eiFe6live  block- 
ade of  a  place,**  as  alone  forming  an  exception  to  the  freedom 
of  provifions. 

Articles  in  a  treaty  can  only  be  inferted  by  confent.  The 
United  States  therefore  can  never  be  refponfible  for  not  having  in- 
ferted an  article  to  which  the  other  contra<3ing  party  would  not 
alfcnt.  They  may  refufe  to  make  any  change  in  the  exiding 
ftate  of  things  prejudicial  to  themfclves  or  to  other  powers;  and' 
ihcy  have  refufcd  to  make  any  fuch  change;  but  it  is  not  in  their 
power  to  infert,  as  by  common  confent,  an  article,  though 
merely  declaratory  of  a  priiyiple  which  they  confidered  as  cer- 
tainly exiiling,  and  which  they  mean  to  fupport  if  fuch  commoa 
confent  be  unattainable.  All  that  can  be  done  in  fuch  a  cafe  is, 
to  leave  the  principle  unimpaired,  rcferving  entirely  the  right  to 
afTcrt  it.  This  !ia§  hi  n  done:  the  principle  was  left  unim- 
paired, and  has  been  fince  fucccf^fully  alferted. 

The 
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TkUaited  States  are  at  all  times  tnily  felicitous  to  diininilk 
Vffluch  as  pofliblc  the  lift  of  contraband.  It  is  their  intereft^  in 
coduaon  with  all  other  nations  whofc  policy  is  peace,  to  en- 
large, fo  far  as  they  can  be  cnlarsed,  the  rights  of  neutrals. 
-  This  intereft  is  a  fure  guarantee  for  their  uiing  thofc  means 
vhidi  they  think  calculated  to  ciFcdl  the  objcd,  and  which  9, 
jnSitgard  to  their  fituation  will  permit.  But  they  muft  be  aU 
biredtopurfue  the  objed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  comport  with 
tbt  Gtuation.  While  they  furrender  no  adual  right,  in  pre* 
faviog  which  there  is  a  common  intereft,  while  they  violate  no 
fn-aifliog  engagements  (and  thefe  they  have  not  furrendercd  or 
violated),  they  mud  judge  excluflvely  for  themfelves  how  far  they 
vin  or  ought  to  go  in  their  efforts  to  acquire  new  rights  or  cfla* 
blilh  new  principles,  ^yhen  they  furrender  this  privilege,  they 
oeileio  be  independent,  and  they  will  no  longer  der(;rve  to  be 
&%•  They  will  have  furrcndered  in  other  hands  the  moft  facred 
of  ikpofits — the  right  of  felf-governmcnt ;  and  inftead  of  the  ap- 
jnlniion  they  will  merit  the  contempt  of  the  world. 
,  Thofc  parts  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Bri- 
tain, which  have  been  felefled  by  France  as  injurious  to  her, 
be  now  been  examined.  The  under flgned  are  too  well  con- 
tioced  that  they  in  no  degree  juftify  the  enmity  they  arc  alleged 
tokiTe  produced,  not  to  rely  on  a  candid  reconfidcration  of  them 
^  a  fure  mean  of  removing  the  imprelEons  they  are  fuppofed  to 
bvemade. 

Before  this  fubjecl  is  entirely  clofcd,  one  other  objcdtion  will 
k  noticed.  The  very  formation  of  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Sngland  feems  to  be  reprobated,  as  furnifhing  juft  caufc  of  of- 
'^ncc  to  France;  and  Mr.  Adct  has  permitted  himfelf  to  fay — 
*^  h  was  a  little  matter  only  to  allow  the  Engliih  to  avail  thcm- 
'cItcs  of  the  advantages  of  onr  treaty :  it  was  neceffary  to  alfure 
^ofc  to  them  by  the  aid  of  a  contrail  which  might  fcrvc  at 
^nce  as  a  reply  to  the  claims  of  France,  and  as  peremptory  mo« 
'i'vcsfor  refufals ;  the  true  caufc  of  which  it  was  rcquifltc  incef- 
f^ily  to  difgnife  to  her  under  fpec'ious  pretexts.  Such  was  the 
^AjeSof  Mr.  Jay's  miflion  to  London  ;  fuch  was  the  ohjcS  of 
*  negotiation  enveloped  from  its  origin  in  the  Ihadow  of  myf- 
*cn[i  and  covered  with  the  veil  of  dilTimulation." 

raffing  over  this  extraordinary  language,  the  undcrfigned, 
^ng  only  dcfirons  of  producing  accommodrtion  by  ilic  txhi- 
ti'ion  of  truth,  will  confuicr  tlie  opinion  v  hich  is  obliquely 
Wntcd,  and  the  fa6l  which  is  dircflly  averred. 

The  practice  of  forming  commercial  treaties  is  fo  univerfal 
^t^Ofig  other  nations  having  any  commercial  intcrcourfe  with 
^*ch  other,  that  it  feems  unncccflary  to  difcufs  their  utility.  The 
"ghttoform  thofc  treaties  has  been  fo  univerfally  aiferted  and  ad- 
"^ttcd,  that  it  feems  to  be  the  infcparablc  attribute  of  fovereignty 
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ff>  be  quef^ioncd  only  by  thofc  who  queflion  the  right  of  a  nation 
to  go\x'rn  iti'(.-ir,  and  to  be  ceded  only  by  thofe  who  are  prepared' 
to  cede  their  independence. 

But  the  profpcrity  of  the  United  States  is  in  a  peculiar  dUffuii 
promoted  by  external  commerce.     A  people  almoft  cxcltifivdf 
agricuhiira)  have  not  within  themfelves  a  market  for  the  furpiut 
produce  of-  their  labour,  or  a  fufRcient  number  and  variety  dt 
articles  of  exchange  to  fupply  the  wants  of  the  cultivators^  tbey. 
cannot  have  an  internal  which  will  eompenfate  for  the  lofs  of  id 
eXternat commerce:  they  mull  fearch  abroad  for  oianufaftureiy 
for  many  other  articles  which  contribute  to  the  comfort  and  con-' 
vcnience  of  life,  and  they  mufl  fearch  abroad  alfo  for  a*  matkct 
for  that  lurge:  portion  of  the  prodpdions  of  their  foil  which  cift- 
not  bo  confiimed  at  home.     The  policy  of  a  nation  thus  circuoh, 
ftanced  muft  ever  be  to  encourage  external  commerce,  and  to  opea^ 
to  itfelf  every  market  for  the  difpofition  of  its  iuperfiuities  in' 
the  fuppty  of  its  wants.     The  commercial  and   manufafinnnfr 
charader  and  capacities  of  England  mud  turn  into  that  chaimo^ 
a  confiifcrable  portion  of  the  commerce  of  any  nation  rinder  ACj 
circumftances  of  the  United  States.     It  is  a  niarket  tooimpbr^t; 
and  to9  valnable  to  be  volimtarily  clofcd';  in  confequence^  acon^; 
ftderable  portion  of  their  commerce  has  taken  that  direfiiion}  an^ 
acontinualfoHcitodc  has  been  m^niFcfled  to  regulate  and  feciire  it 
by  contrafli     To  abolifh  this  commerce^  or  to  refufe  to  Ayt}^ 
permanence  and  fccurity  by  fair  and  equal  ftipulations,  wbufabiBr* 
facrificc 'which  no  nation  ought  to  require,  aiid"  which  no  nation 
ought  to  make.     Informing  h6r  treaty  of  amity  and  commerC' 
with   the  United  States,  France  claimed   no  fuch  prerogatir^ 
That  treaty  declares  the  intention  of'thie  parties  to  be,  "  tofr* 
in  an  equitable  and  permanent  manner,"  the  rules  which  ought  * 
be  followed  relative  to  the  commerce  and  corrcfpondencc  whiC 
the  two  parties  defire  to  cftahlifh  between  their  refpediive  ctur* 
tries,  dates,  and  fubjcds;"  and  that  "  they  have  judged  that  tb 
faid  fend  could  not  be  better  obtained  than  by  taking  for  the  ba(3 
of  their  agreement  the  moftpcrfeft  equality  and  reciprocity;  aD 
by  carefully  avoidihg  all  thofe  burdenfome  preferences  which  ar« 
iifually  fources   of  debate,    cmbarraflment,    and  difcontent;   b] 
leaving  alfo  each  party  at  liberty  to  make,  refpefling  commeit« 
and  navigation,  thofe  interior  regulations  which  it  (hall  find  mo( 
convenient  to  itfctf,  and  by  founding  the  advantages  of  commero 
folely  upon  reciprocal  utility  and  the  juft  rules  of  free  intercourfe 
refcrving  to  each  party  the  liberty  of  admitting  at  its  pleafufc 
oihe*  nations  to  a  participation  of  the  fame  advantages.'^    Th 
treaty  itfetf  contains  no  ftipulation  in  arty  dejgree  contradifior 
to  thofe 'declarations  of  the  preamble,  or  which  could  fuggjei^; 
fufpiek>n,  that  under  thcfe  declarations  was  concealed  a  wifli  ti 
ahxidge'ihe  foveretgnty  of  the  United  States  wlth'refpeft  to'trea 
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tie9|  or  to  control  their  interefts  in  regard  to  commerce.  In 
fenning  a  commercial  treaty  with  Britiun,  therefore,  in  which 
BO  peculiar  privilege  is  granted,  the  government  of  (he  United 
Stttts  belieycd  itfelf  to  be  tranfading  a  buflnefs  exclufively  its 
OWB,  which  could  give  umbrage  to  none,  and  which  no  other  na* 
Hon  on  earth  would  confider  itfelf  as  having  a  right  to  interfere 
ia.  There  exifled,  confequently,  no  motive  for  concealing  from 
Fmce,  or  any  other  power,  that  the  negotiation  of  Mr.  Jay 
iiight  or  might  not  terminate  in  a  commercial  treaty.  The  de- 
tmtion  therefore  was  not  made ;  nor  is  it  ufual  for  nations  aboiit 
tocDter  into  negotiations  to  proclaim  to  others  the  various  obje£ls  ' 
10  which  thofe  negotiations  may  poflibly  be  direded.  Such  is 
M,  nor  has  it  ever  been,  the  practice  of  France.  To  fuppofe  a 
iieceflitj  or  a  duty  on  the  part  of  one  government  thus  to  pro- 
cUn  all  its  views,  or  to  confult  another  with  refpeA  to  its  ar« 
hogonent  of  its  own  affairs,  is  to  imply  a  dependence  to  which 
Bopvernment  ought  willingly  to  fubmit.  So  far  as  the  interefts 
tf  France  might  be  involved  in  the  negotiation,  the  inftrudions 
livtoto  the  negotiator  were  promptly  communicated.  The  mi« 
oilier  of  this  republic  was  informed  officially,  that  Mr.  Jay  was 
intniAed  not  to  weaken  the  engagements  of  the  United  States  to 
Ftioce.  Farther  information  was  neither  to  have  been  required 
Bor  expeded  :  indeed,  that  which  was  given  furniflied  reafon  to 
Afpofe  that  one  of  the  objeds  of  the  negotiation  with  Great 
Bmnn  was  a  commercial  treaty.  Why  then  fuch  unneceflary 
Hi  unmerited  farc^fms  againd  a  cautious  and  unoffending  ally  2 
Ttofe  bbjtfts  which  fhe  purfued  were  fuch  as  an  independent  na- 
tion might  legitimately  purfue,  and  fuch  as  America  never  had 
lifenbled,  and  never  deemed  it  neceflary  to  diffemble  her  wifh 
^  obtain. 

Why  (honld  an  effort  be  made  to  imprefs  France  with  an 
opinion  that  Mr*  J^y  "vvas  not  authorized  to  negotiate  a  commer- 
•w  treaty  with  Britain,  whfen  the  fixed  opinion  of  America  had 
[verbee'n,  tbat  France  could  not  be  and  ought  not  to  be  diffatif- 
■d  whh  the  formation  of  fuch  a  treaty  ?  Why  fhould  the  mi- 
^Hkr  of  France  have  been  informed  officially  that  Mr.  Jay  was 
'fpecially  inftrufied  ndt  to  weaken  the  engagement  of  the  United 
i^to  Framce,  if  it  was  intended  to  convince  that  minifter  that 
^■powers  did  not  extend  to  fubjeds  in  any  degree  connefted 
^  thofe  engagements  i  To  what  purpofe  fiiould  the  govern- 
^of  the  United  States  have  pradifed  a  deception  deemed  by 
'^  totally  unnecefTary,  and  which  its  utmoft  efforts  could  not 
^continue?  It  requires  an  equal  degree  of  folly  and  vice 
f^.^^ife  an  ufelefs  fraud  which  muft  inevitably  and  immedi- 
^1  be  detefied,  and  the  detedion  of  which  mud  expofe  its 
*^<hotto  general  infamy,  as  well  as  the  enmity  of  thofe  on  whbm 
^  fraud  had  been  praftifed.      Thefe  coniideratiotis  ought  to 
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have  produced  fonae  hefitation  concerning  the  fad.  The  telfi*- 
ixiony  in  fupport  4>i  it  ought  to  have  been  very  poHtive  and  very 
unexceptionable  before  it  received  implicit  faith.  It  fliould  have 
been  very  clear  that  there  was  no  millake^  no  mirunderftandingi 
concerning  the  information  communicated,  before  the  chai^ 
vras  made  in  fuch  terms  as  the  minifter  of  France  has  been  pleafcd 
to  employ ;  but  the  tellimony  is  believed  to  be  fatisfadory,  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  has  -not  endeavoured  to  im- 
prefs  in  France  any  opinion  on  this  fubje£l  which  the  fa£t  of  the 
cafe  did  not  warrant.  The  declaration  of  Mr.  Randolph,  made 
July  8th,  I795>  is  full  on  this  point.     It  is  in  thefe  words: 

<^' I  never  could  in  truth  have  informed  the  French  minifler, 
that  the  mifliony-as  fct  forth  in  the  Prefident's  mcflage  to  the  Se- 
nate, contemplated  only  anadjuftment  of  our  complaints ;  if,  by 
this  phrafe,  it  be  intended  to  exclude  commercial  arrangemenls^ 
I  could  have  no  reafon  for  faying  fo,  fmce  the  French  republic 
could  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  our  commercial  arrangements, 
if  they  did  not  derogate  from  her  rights :  it  could  have  anfwerad 
no  purpofc,  when  fo  fliort  a  time  would  devclope  the  contrary-— I 
never  did  inform  the  French  miniftcr  as  above  ilated. 

<<  The  only  oiHcial  convcrfation  which  I  recollc£t  with  Mr. 
Pauchct  upon  this  fubjedb  was,  when  I  communicated  to  him^ 
ivith  the  Prefidcnt's  permifTion,  that  Mr.  Jay  was  inftruAed  not 
to  weaken  our  engagements  to  France.  Neither  then,  nor  at  any 
other  time,  in  official  nor  unofficial  cpnverfation,  did  I  ever  fay 
to  him,  that  nothing  of  a  commercial  nature  was  contemplated^ 
or  that  nothing  but  the  controverfies  under  the  old  treaty  and  the 
fpoliations  were  contemplated. 

^<  Mr.  Fauchct  fome  time  ago  faid  to  me,  that  he  iinderftood 
from  what  1  faid,  that  Mr.  Jay  was  not  authorized  to  treat  of 
commercial  matters.  I  told  him,  that  he  mifunderftood  me  ;  no 
letter  had  ever  paffed  upon  this  fubjeft.** 

If  then  Mr.  Randolph  did  give  Mr.  Pauchet  the  information 
contended  for,  it  is  plain  that  he  never  was  authorized  to  do  fo  ; 
but  the  oonfiderations  already  detailed  render  it  infinitely  more 
probable  that  Mr.  Fauchet  has  mifunderftood  Mr.  Randolph^ 
than  that  Mr.  Randolph  tia$  mifmformed  Mr.  Fauchet. 

The  undcrfigned  have  taken,  they  truft,  a  corre£l  view-  of  the 
leading  and  influential  meafures  adopted  by  the  government  of 
the  United  States  :  they  have  endeavoured  to  (late,  with  plainnelii 
and  with  candour,  the  motives  which  have  occafioned  the  adop- 
tion of  thofe  meafures  and  the  operation  they  are  believed  to 
have.  They  have  ihown  that  if  America  is  to  be  reproached 
with  partialities,  irreconcilable  with  her  neutral  lituation,  it  is 
not  by  France  diat  thofe  reproaches  ought  to  be  nude.  They 
have  been  induced  to  take  this  review  by  a  hope  which  they  can* 
not  reliuf  uTih  without  regret^  that  it  may  contribute  to  efiace  im«- 
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preffioDS  which  mirreprefentation  may  have  madc^  and  to  take 
frm  the  intention  and  condufi  of  the  government  they  rcprefent 
that  falie  colouring  which  unfriendly  pencils  have  fo  profufely  . 
beflowed  upon  them.     They  are  anxious  dill  to  cherifh  a  hope» 
that,  by  expofing  frankly  and  fincerely  the  fentiments  which  have 
hidierto  guided  their  nation^  they  may  reftore  difpofitions  on  the  . 
part  of  France  compatible  with  the  continuance  of  tiiofe  feoti- 
molts* 

Complaints  have  been  made,  that  in  the  application  in  particu* 
lar  cafes  of  thofe  general  principles  which  the  neutral  ftation  of 
the  United  States  rendered  indifpenfable,  inconveniencies  and 
vexations  which  were  unavoidable  have  been  fometimes  fuf* 
tabed.  Thefe  complaints  have  been  feparately  and  fully  dif- 
ciifid; 

The  underfigned  perfuade  themfelves  that  the  explanations 
^idi  have  been  given  refpedling  them,  if  not  entirely  fatisfacr 
tocji  have  yet  been  fuch  as  to  prove  the  good  faith  and  upright 
iottntion  which  never  ceafed  to  diredt  the  conduA  of  the  United 
States, 

Ifi  notwithftanding  this  good  faith  and  the  purity  of  thefe  in* 
temioiis,  the  Jifficuky  of  their  fituation  has  in  any  cafe  produced 
c«a  an  involuntary  departure  from  thofe  principles  by  which 
'^hqrprofefled  to  be.  guided,  they  are  ready  to  confider  that  cafe»  . 
ttdto  repair  any  fault  which  may  inadvertently  have  been  com- 
tttitted.  With  thefe  difpofitions  on  their  flart,  with  this  confci- 
^^foels  of  having  never  ceafed  to  merit  the  friendfliip  and  efteem 
^t  the  French  nation,  with  a  convidion  that  a  temperate  and 
thorough  view  of  the  pad  cannot  fail  to  remove  prejudices  not 
^*tinmtedly  fads^  the  United  States  haVe  relied  confidently  on 
^hejufticeof  France  for  a  difcontinuance  and  reparation  of  thofe 
Serious  and  heavy  injuries  which  have  been  accumulated  on 
them. 

Defirons  of  eftablifhing,  not  the  dependence  of  a  weak  on  a 
powerful  nation,  but  that  real  and  cordial  friendlhip,  the  willing 
^tMi  fpontaneous  offering  of  generous  mihds,  which  can  only  be 
'^ftiog  when  evidenced  to  be  mutual,  and  can  only  be  preferved 
^ken  bottomed  on  reciprocal  judice,  the  underfigned  will  noiv- 
^cprelent  with  candour  and  frankn^efs  the,  well-founded  com* 
PhuDts  with  which  they  are  charged* 

Tliefe  complaints  confift — 

Of  claims  uncontrove^ted  by  the  government  of  Franccy  but 
^^ith  remain  unfatisfied  ;  and 

Of  claims  founded  on  captures  and  confifcations,  the  illegSH 
%  of  which  has  not  yet  been  admitted. 

Ittthe  firft  clafs  are  arranged—- 

FirQiy,  Thofe  whofe  property  has  been  feized  under  the  de* 
^"^  rfthe  National  Convention  of  the  9th  May  1793. 
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Secopdly>  Thofe  who  are  entitled  to  compenfati<Mi  in  coni 
^uence  of  the  long  detention  of  their  veflels  at  Bouvdeaux  in  t 
years  1703  and  1794. 

Thirdly,  The  holders  of  bills  and  other  evidences  of  debts  di 
drawn  by  the  colonial  admioidrations  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Fourthly y  Thofe  whofe  cargoes  have  been  appropriated  to  pu 
lie  ufe  without  receiving  therefor  adecjuate  paynieht ;  an^» 

Fifthly,  Thofe  who  have  fupplied  the  governnient  under  co 
tra£ls  with  its  ^agents,  which  have  not  yet  been  complied  with  < 
the  part  of  France. 

T^befe  well-founded  claims  of  American  citizens,  thus  origi 

ating  in  voluntary  and  important  fupplies,  in  the  forcible  feizii 

of  valuable  property,  accompanied  with  promifes  of  payment^  a 

in  injurious  detentions,  conflitute  a  mafs  of  debt  which  thejuili 

^i^d  good  faith  of  the  French  government  cannot  refufe  to  p.rp'yi 

for,  and  which  is  too  confiderable  to  be  unnoticed  by  ihat  of  \ 

ynited  States.     The  underfigned  are  intruded  to  folicit  youtt 

tention  to  this  fubjcdl,  and  they  would  perfuade  themfclves  d 

they  do  not  folicit  in  vain.    So  many  circumftances  concur  togi 

'  force  to  the  application,  that  they  leave  it  to  your  governmnt, 

the  confidence  that  no  additional  reprcfentations  can  be  neceffar; 

-  They  pafs  to  complaints  ftill  more  important  for  their  amoui 

more  interefiing  in  their  nature,  and  more  ferious  in  their  con 

quences. 

Oh  the  14th  Meflidor,  4th  year  of  the  French  republic,  c 
ahd  indivifible  (July  2d,  1796),  the  Executive  Diredory  decre 
'<  That  all  neutral  or  allied  powers  (hall  without  delay  be  notif 
that  the  flag  of  the  French'republic  will  treat  neutral  veflels,  eiti 
as  to  confiication,  as  to  fearches  or  capture,  in  the  fame  mani 
as  they  (hall  fuffer  the  Englifh  to  treat  them."  This  decriee, 
any  point  of  view  in  which  it  can  be  confldered,  could  not  fail 
excite  in  the  United  States  the  mod  ferious  attention.  It  difpen 
at  once,  as  they  conceive,  with  the  molt  folemn  obligations  wb 
compa£t  can  create,  and  confequently  alfertsa  right  on  the  pari 
France  to  recede  at  her  difcretion  from  any  ftipulations  {he  n 
have  entered  into.  It  has  been  demonftrated  that  governments  0 
by  cpntrad  change,  as  betweea  themfelves,  the  rules  eftablifl 
by  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  fuch  contraA  becomes  complet 
obligatory  on  the  parties,  though  it  can  in  no  manner  aflfefl  1 
rights  of  others :  yet  by  this  decree  allies  with  whom  fuch^  ftif 
Utions  exiil  are  to  be  treated,  without  regard  to  fuch  flipulaiioi 
in  the  fame  maimer  a?  Mity  are  treated  by  others,  who  are  bo« 
by  a  different  rule.  Thiij,  as  it  refpefts  the  United  States,  ist 
more  unfriendly,  bccaufe  a  rcadinefs  has  been  manifefled  on  tb 
part  fo  to  modify  "  confent  their  treaty  with  France,  astorei 
ftate  the  rules  eltablilhed  by  the  law  of  nations. 
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The  general  teFmi  too  in  which  this  decree  is  concetfed,  threat*^ 
qxd  but  too  certainly  the  oiifchiefs  it  hs^  genenited|   |tnd  the 
abufes  which  have  been  pradifed  under  it.  Neutrals  are  to  be  treated 
astbey  (hail  perpnit  the  Cngiilb  to  treat  them*    No  rule  extraded 
from  the  praiSice  of  England  is  laid  down,  which  might  govern 
tht  cruifers  of  France^  or  inftrufl  the  vefTels  of  neutrah.     No 
priflciples  are  fiated  manifefting  the  opinion  entertained  of  the 
tiotfment  received  from  England,  which  might  enable  a  neutral  to 
controvert  that  opinion,  and  to  fliow  that  the  Englifh  were  not 
permitted  to  treat  its  flag  as  was  fuppofed  by  the  government  of 
Fnope.    To  jtidge  from  the  decree  itfelf,  from  any  information 
^iveo  concerning  it,  or  from  the  pra£lice  under  it,  thofe  who  were 
to  be  benefited  by  its  abu(e  were  to  decide  in  what  manner  it 
flould  be  executed  ;  and  the  cruifcr  who  (hould  fall  in  with  a  va- 
luable veflel  had  only  to  confult  his  own  rapacity,  in  order  to  de- 
ttonine  whether  an  Englifti  privateer,  meeting  a  veflel  under 
iinilar  circumltances,  would  capture  and  bring  her  into  port. 
Moitiglied  cxcelfes,  and  accumulated  vexations,  could  not  but 
hxit  been  apprehended  from  fuch  a  decree ;  and  the  fz&  has 
ttaliiU  every  fear  that  was  entertained  concerning  it.     It  has 
fccea  conftrued  even  in  Europe  to  authorize  the  capture  and  con* 
dcmnition  of  American  veflfels  for  the  fmgle  circumftance  of  their 
I^eiog  deftined  for  a  Britifli  port.     At  no  period  of  the  war  has 
,  Btitaia  undertaken  to  exercife  fuch  a  power.     At  no  period  of  the 
^*irh9S  (he  aflerted  fuch  ^  right.     It  is  a  power  which  profirates 
cvciy  principle  of  national  fovereignty,  and,  to  which  no  nation 
9^  fubmit,  without  relinquishing  at  the  fame  time  its  beft  in« 
^*^,  and  facriiicing  its  dearelt  rights.     The  power  has  been 
^Urcifed  by  France  on  the  rich  and  unprote£lcd  commerce  of  an 
^y,  on  the  prefumption  that  that  ally  was  fuftaining  the  fame  in* 
jories  from  Britain,  at  a  time  when  it  is  believed  that  the  depre- 
didoas  of  that  nation  had  ceafed,  and  the  principle  of  compenfating 
fortbemhad  been  recognifcd. 

In  the  We(^  Indies  fimilar  depredations  have  been  experienced* 
Oo  the  ift  of  Auguft  1796,  the  fp<:cial  agents  of  the  Execu'v^ 
Qjreflory  to  thq;  Windward  Iflands  decreed,  that  all  veflels  loaded 
^itb  contraband  (hould  be  fcizcd  rnd  confifcated  for  the  benefit  of 
tl^  captors. 

On  the  7th  Frimaire,  5th  year  of  the  French  republic,  one 
*nd  indivifible  (ajih  November  1796),  the  commiflion  delegated 
^<he  French  republic  to  the  Leeward  Iflands  rcfolved  that  the 
^tains  of  French  national  velFcls  and  privateers  are  authorized  to 
"^suxi  bring  into  the  ports  of  the  colony  American  veflfels  bound 
^0  £ngli(h  ports,  or  coming  from  the  faid  ports. 

On  the  19th  Pluviofe,  5th  year  of  the  French  republic, 
.?•*  »nd  indivifible  (February  ift,  1797),  Vidor  Hugues  and  Le- 
^9  the  fpecial  agents  of  the  Executive  DmOtory  to  the  Wind. 

ward 
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ward  Iflands,  pafTcd  a  decree,  fubje£)ing  to  capture  and  confifcx*— 
tion  neutral  vefFels  dcfiined  for  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Ifland^s 
of  America  delivered  up  to  the  EngliOi,  and  occupied  and  d^  -* 
fended  by  the  emigrants.     I'hefe  ports  are  faid  to  be  Martinic 

St.   Lucie,  Tobago,    Ucmcrara,    Berbice,    EfTequibo,    Port-J 

Prince,  St.  Mark's,  TArchaye,  and  Jcremie.  The  decree  alC^ 
fubjeds  to  capture  all  vcficis  which  have  cleared  out  for  the  Vi^'A- 
Indies  generally. 

The  underfigncd  will  not  detain  you.  Citizen  Minifter»  for  th^  e 
purpofe  of  proving  how  directly  and  openly  thefe  decrees  violr'^Be 
both  the  law  of  nations  and  the  treaty  between  France  and  tH**^ 
United  States. 

They  have  been  executed  on  the  officers  and  crews  of  the 
tured  veiTcls  in  a  manner  by  no  means  calculated  to  mitigate  th( 
rigoixt. 

The  decree  of  the  14th  of  Meffidor  was  foon  followed 
another  which  has  fpared  but  little  of  the  American  commei 
except  what  has  fortunately  efcaped  the  purfuit  of  the  cruifers 
France.  On  the  12th  Vcntofe,  5th  yea?  (2d  March  1797^"")' 
the  Executive  DireAory,  conddering  the  treaty  of  aotHty,'* 
xnerce, -and  navigation,  concluded  at  London  the-  19th  Novc 
1794,  between  the  faid  United  States  and  England,  as  containii 
concciTions  of  privilege  to  Britain,  whichf  tinder  the  treaty  of  Ft 
bruary  1778,  might  b£  enjoyed  by  this  republic  alfo,  proceeds 
modify  the  treaty  between  France  and  the  United  States,  by 
daring  enemies  goods  in  American  bottoms  liable  to  capture  ai 
confifcation,  by  enlarging  ttie  lift  of  contraband,  and  by  fubjefiii 
to  punifhment  as  a  pirate  any  American  citizen  holding  a 
roiinon  given  by  the  enemies  of  France,  as  well  as  every 
4>f  that  nation,  making  a  part  of  the  crew  of  enemies  (hips, 
decree  next  proceeds  to  exaA  from  American  (hips,  papers  whi< 
had  been  made  neceiTary  to  e(labli(h  the  neutrality  of  foreign  ydk 
generally  by  the  ordinance  of  the  26th  of  July  1778,  but  whic^^ 
had  never  been  confidcrcd  as  applying  to  the  United  States,  whic  ^0 
required  papers  their  veiTels  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  poiTefs, 
which  the  treaty  between  the  two  nations  was  fuppofed  to  ha^ 
rendered  unneceffary. 

The  bafis  taken  by  the  Executive  DircSory,  on  which  to  r< 
their  modification  of  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  rebruary  1778, 
that  by  the  treaty  of  the  19th  of  November  1794,  particular 
vours  in  refpcd  of  commerce  and  navigation  have  been  granted 
England. 

It  has  been  demondrated  that  no  particular  favours  in  refpefit^ 
commerce  or  navigation  have  been  granted  to  England. 
tceaty  has  been  (hown  only  to  recognife,  regulate,  and  tnodef* 
the  exercife  of  ihc  rights  before  poireifed,  and  before  openly 
knowledged  to  be  poirciTed — rights  which  France  and  An^erica 

reciproc: 
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icqtfocully  ceded  to  each  other,  withoilt  requiring,  a^a  condition 
of  tbeceffioD,  that  either  (bould  compel  England  to  form  a  firnUar 
ftipiriation. 

fiot  to  admit  for  a  moment  that  the  treaty  with  England  might 
be  confidered  as  ftipulating  favours  not  before  poirelled,  yet  the 
AiDerican  government  did  not  fo  underdand  that  treaty,  and  had 
nodded  a  difpolition  to  modify,  by  common  confent,  its  re- 
lations with  this  republic,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  reinftate  a 
nle  wluch  has  been  voluntarily  changed.     It  cannot  but  be  fin- 
cerdy  regretted,  becaufe  it  feemed  to  indicate  an  unfriendly  tem- 
per, that  France  has  deemed  it  more  eligible  toeftablifh  by  force, 
in  oppofitaon  -to  her  treaty,  a  principle  which  (he  deemed  con- 
venient, than  to  fix  that  principle  on  the  faijr  bads  of  mutual  and 
amicable  agreement. 

But  the  claufe  under  which  thefe  modifications  are  judified  is  in 
tbefe  words:  **  The  Mod  Chriftian  King  and  the  United  States 
fngagc  mutually  not  to  grant  any  particular  favour  to  other  nations, 
in  refpe&  of  commerce  and  navigation,  which  (hall  not  imme-' 
diafeiy  become  common  to  the  other  p^rty,  who  (hall  enjoy  the 
lune  favour  freely,  if  the  conceflion  was  freely  made,  or  on  al- 
lowing the  fame  compenfation,  if  the  conccilion  was  conditional." 
If  thde  ftipulations  unequivocally  amounted  to  the  grant  of  fa- 
vours, ftili  the  grant  is  not  gratuitous.  The  conceflions  on  the 
F^tt  of  the  United  States  are  made  on  condition  of  fimilar  con* 
ttffions  on  the  part  of  Britain.  If,  therefore,  France  choofes  to 
ttiifider  them  as  modifications  of  the  treaty  of  1778,  (he  can  only 
do  it  by  granting  the  reciprocal  condition;  on  this  fuppolition  (lie 
''^either  of  the  rules  at  her  ele<5llon,  but  (he  cannot  vary  from  the 
firft  without  thecompa£l  on  her  part  to  grant  the  reciprocal  ftipu- 
l^on.    Such  a  compadl  is  in  the  nature  of  a  national  treaty. 

But  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  decree  of  the  12th  Veiitofe, 
5^  year  (March  2d,  1797),  as  founded  on  the  17th,  i8th,  and 
*xft  articles  of  the  treaty  of  the  19th  of  November  1794s  are  ma- 
^^ially  variant  from  thofe  articles.  To  dcmonflrate  this  it  is 
^^j  necefiary  to  contrail  the  rules  of  the  decree  with  the  articles 
^  the  treaty  on  which  thofe  rules  are  faid  to  be  founded. 

'Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  the  19/A  November  I794>  as  quoted  by  the 

JDlre^orym 

Art.  17.  "  It  is  agreed  that  in  all  cafes  where  velTels  (hall  bq 
^^ptured  or  detained  on  juil  fufpicion  of  having  on  board  enemies 
P*"opcrty,  or  of  carrying  to  the  enemy  any  of  the  articles  which  are 
^ootraband  of  war,  the  faid  veffels  (hall  be  brought  to  the  neareft 
^^  tnoft  convenient  port ;  and  if  any  property  of  an  enemy  fhould 
^  found  on  board  fuch  velTel,  that  part  only  which  belongs  to  the 
^  iball  be  made  prize,  and  ihc  vei&l  (ball  be  at  liberty  to 

proceed 


proceed  with  the  remainder  without  atiy  iiiip^mi^rit.  And  it  i^ 
agreed  that  all  proper  meafures  ihall  bt  taken  td  prevent  delay  ia 
deciding  the  cafes  of  (hips  or  cargoes  fo  brought  for  adjudicafiwi  j 
and  in  the  payment  or  recovery  of  any  indemiiification  adjudged  or 
agreed  to  be  paid  to  the  owners  or  maflers  of  fuch  (hips. 

■ 

JRtdles  eftahUJhcd  by  the  Arrlte  of  tht  Direflory. 

Rule  I.  "  According  to  the  feventeenth  article  of  the  treat?  of 
London^  of  t!^  19th  of  November  1794'f  all  merchandife  otthe 
enemy 9  or  merchandife  not  fuQiciently  proved  to  bb  neutral^  itden 
under  the  American  flag»  fliall  be  cbniifcatedy  but  the  veflei  on 
board  of  which  it  (hall  be  found,  (hall  be  releafcd  and  reftored  to 
ihc  owner.  It.  is  enjoined  on  the  commillaries  of  the  Executive 
Direftory  to  accelerate  by  all  the  means  in  their  power  the  de« 
cifion  of  conteds  which  (hall  arife  either  on  the  validity  of  the 
prize-cargo,  or  on  the  freight  and  demurrage." 
.  Acpording  to  the  article,  when  on  jufl  fufpicion  of  having  on 
board  enemies  property,  or  of  carrying  to  the  enemy  contraband 
of  war,  a  vcifel  (hall  be  brought  into  port,  that  part  only  which 
belongs  to  the  enemy  (hall  be  made  prize,  according  to  the  article i 
then  tbe  fa6l,  whether  the  property  does  or  does  not  belong  to  aii 
enemy  is  to  be  fairly  tried.  The  party  who  would  eftabli(htte 
fa6l  muft  prove  it.  The  captor  muft  fliow  the  juflice  of  the  fuf* 
picion  on  which  the  ca|)ture  or  detention  was  fotmded.  The  bur* 
den  of  the  proof  re  (Is  on  him.  Jlf  in  truth  and  in  fa£l  the  p** 
perty  does  not  belong  to  an  «nemy,  or  is  not  proved  to  belong  ^ 
an  enemy,  it  muft  be  difcharged.  But  the  rule  purfues  a  differ^ 
courfe.  The  rule  declares  that  merchandife  of  the  enemy,  or  ^ 
fufficiently  proved  to  be  neutral,  laden  under  the  American  fUj 
fhall  be  confifcated.  The  burden  of  the  proof  is  (hifted  from  tb 
captor  to  the  captured.  The  queftion  to  be  tried  is  not  fold] 
whether  the  merchandife  be  in  fa£l  the  property  of  an  enemy,  b* 
alfo  whether  it  be  fufficiently  proved  to  be  neutral.  The  fufficicU^ 
of  this  proof  is  to  be  afcertained,  not  by  general  and  fatisfaS^'' 
teftimony,  not  by  the  great  principle  of  truth  and  the  comtfi^ 
undcrdanding  of  mankind,  but  by  the  exhibition  of  certain  papf 
demandable  at  the  will  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  in  the  ponefli* 
of  the  other.  This  may  be  a  r6gulation  which  France  choofeS 
eftablilh  ;  but  certainly  it  is  a  regulation  clfcntially  variant  frO 
the  article  it  profefles  to  refemble. 

Art.  18.  **  In  order  to  regulate  what  is  in  future  to  be  cftcct^ 
contraband  of  war,  it  is  agreed  that  under  the  faid  denominaci^ 
ihall  be  comprifed  all  arms  and  implements  ferving  for  the  purpc^^ 
of  war,  by  land  or  by  fea  ;  as  cannon,  muikets,  mortars,  peta^^ 
bombs,  grenades,  carcatfes,  fauciiVes,  carriages  for  canir^ 
hiufket  refls,    bandoligrs,    gunpowder>   match^    faltpetre, .  If^ 
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pib,  'firiordsy  'hea;d-{)ifces,  cuinifl^s,  halb^rts,  lances,  javelins, 
borfcfurniture,  holiters^  belts,  andgenerally  all  other  implements 
of  war;  as  alfo  timber  for  (hip •building,  tar,  or  roHn,  copper 
infteets,  fails,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and  generally  whatever  may 
fcrredirctSlyto  the  tquipmcnt  of  vcirels,  unwrought  iron  and  fir 
plinkoniy  excepteil." 

Rule  2.  "  According  to  the  eighteenlh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
London,  of  the  19th  of  November  1794,  to  the  articles  declared 
contraband  by  the  twenty^fonrth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of 
•Febnary  1778,  are  added  the  following  articles : 

"Timber  for  Ihip- building,  pitch,  tar,  and  rofln,  copper  in 
ftttts,  fails,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and  every  thing  which  fervcs 
direfilyor  indire£lly  for  the  aritiament  and  equipment  of  veiTels, 
univrought  iron  and  fir  planks  excepted.  Thefe  feveral  articles 
iball  beconfircated  whenever  they  Ihall  be  deftincd  or  attempted  to 
be  carried  to  the  enemy." 

Tkc  immenfe  number  of  articles,  which  may  fcrvc  indircflly 
ibrthe  armament  and  equipment  of  veflels,  are  made  contraband 
hy  the  nilc  of  the  DireSory,  though  they  are  not  fo  by  the  article 
"  profeflcs  to  cite. 

Art.  21.  *<  It  is  likewife  agreed  that  the  fubje£lsand  citizens  of 

'Aetwo  nations  Ihall  not  do  any  a£ts  of  hoftility  or  violence  againft 

'^di  other,  nor  accept  commiflions  or  inftrudions  fo  to  aA  from 

'ivy  foreign  prince  or  ftate  enemies  to  the  paity;  nor  (hall  the 

'Lewies  of  one  of  the  parties  be  permitted  to  invite  or  endeavour 

^^  inlift  in  their  military  fervice  any  of  the  ftibjefts  or  citizens  of 

^e  other  party ;  and  the  laws  againftall  fuch  offences  and  ag- 

'Srcffions  (hall  he  pun£iually  executed.     And  if  any  fubje6t  or  ci« 

**^en  of  the  faid  parties  refpeflively  (hall  accept  any  foreign  com- 

'^^iflion  or  letters  of  marque  for  arming  any  vcflcl  to  aft  as  a  pri- 

^^teer  agaiiift  the  other  party,  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  lawful 

^r  the  faid  party  to  treat  and  puni(h  the  faid  fubjedl  or  citizen 

■•^vingTuch  commiflion  or  letters  of  marque  as  a  pirate.'* 

Rule  3.  "  According  to  the  twenty-fiHt  article  of  the  treaty  of 
tendon,  of  the  19th  of  November  1794,  every  individual  known 
*o  be  an  American,  who  (hall  hold  a  commiflion  given  by  the 
^Ticmics  of  France,  as  well  as  every  fcaman  of  that  nation, 
**iaking  a  part  of  the  crew  of  enemies  (hips,  ihall  by  that  a6t  be 
^^clircd  a  pirate,  and  treated  as  fuch,  without  being  allowed  in  any 
cafcto  allege  that  he  was  forced  to  do  it  by  violence,  menaces,  of 
•tkrwifc.'^ 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has  never  formed  a  treaty 
comprehending  an  article  in  any  degree  fimilar to  this  rule.  It  hat 
'^^ver  affcnted  to  fuch  (tipulations  as  they  relate  to  its  own  citizens, 
^^  required  them  as  they  relate  to  thofe  of  other  powers.  The 
wftfcnce  between  the  article  and  the  rule  requires  no  comment. 
^<>r  ^\\\  the  rule  be  commented  on.  The  underfigncd  will  only 
Vol.  VII.  LI  obfcrvc^ 


o^ferve,  that  the  article  is  by  no  means  uncommoni  but  is  to  I 
found  in  mod  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce.  The  twenty-fii 
article  of  the  treaty  with  France,  the  nineteenth  of  the  treaty  wl 
the  United  Prorinces,  the  twenty-third  of  the  treaty  with  Swede: 
and  the  twentieth  article  of  the  treaty  with  Pruflia,  contain  fimiL 
ftipulations.  It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  a  reafon  why  it  fiiould  ii 
alfo  be  inferted  in  a  treaty  with  England,  or  why  its  infertic 
fliould  give  offence  to  France. 

But  the  rule  of  the  decree  is  ih  its  operation  the  moft  extenfr 
and  the  moft  ferioufly  deftruftive.  That  rule  declares,  dia 
**  Conformably  to  the  law  of  the  14th  of  February  1793,  the  r 
gulations  of  the  2ift  of  Odlober  1744,  and  of  the  26th  of  Jd 
1778,  concerning  the  manner  of  proving  the  property  of  neuti 
(hips  and  merchandife,  (hall  be  executed  according  to  their  for 
and  tenour. 

<<  Every  American  fhip  fhall  therefore  be  a  good  psize,  wbk 
(hall  not  have  on  board  a  lift  of  the  crew  in  proper  form,  fuch 
is  prefcribed  by  the  model  annexed  to  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  F 
bruary  1778,  the  obfervance  of  which  is  required  by  the  twent 
fifth  and  twenty- feventh  articles  of  the  fame  treaty." 

This  role  requires  that  American  (hips  and  merchandife, 
order  to  prove  the  property  to  be  American,  iball  exhibit  certa 
papers,  and  efpecially  a  role  d'equipage,  which  are  required 
neutrals  generally  by  the  particular  marine  ordinances  of  Franc 
recited  in  the  decrees  of  the  Direflory,  But  France  and  Ameri 
have  entered  into  a  folemn  treaty,  one  objedof  which  was  to  1 
cure  the  veflels  of  either  party  which  might  be  at  peace,  from  t 
cruifers  of  the  other  which  might  be  engaged  in  wan  To  eft 
this  obje£l  the  contracting  parties  have  not  referred  each  other 
the  particular  ftatutes  or  ordinances  of  either  government,  but  ha 
enumerated  the  papers  which  (hould  be  deemed  fufficient,  Th 
have  done  more :  they  have  prefcribed  the  very  form  of  the  pi 
port  which  (hould  eftablifh  the  neutrality^ of  the  veflel,  and  pi 
vent  her  being  diverted  from  her  courfe.  The  twenty-fifth  a 
.  twenty-feventh  articles  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  natioi 
which  are  quoted  by  the  Dlreftory,  and  are  confidered  by  the  0 
derfigned  as  conclufive  on  this  fubjefl,  are  in  thefe  words: 

Art.  25.  ^*  To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  difTenfions  and  qiis 
rels  may  be  avoided  and  prevented  on  the  one  fide  and  on  t 
other,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  cafe  cither  of  the  parties  hereto  ftm 
be  engaged  in  war,  the  (hips  and  veffels  belonging  to  the  fubj« 
or  people  of  each  fevcrally  muft  be  furni(hed  with  fea^Ietters 
pafljports,  expreffing  the  name,  property,  and  bulk  of  the  (hi 
as  alfo  the  name  and  place  of  habitation  of  the  mafter  or  eoi 
.  mander  of  the  faid  (hip,  that  it  may  appear  thereby  that  thc^C 
fhip  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the  fubjeils  of  one  of  the  partii 
which  paJTport  (hall  be  made  out  and  granted  according  to  t 

fo 
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form  annexed  to  this  treaty  ;  and  they  (ball  likewife  be  recalled 
tmjjoj,  that  isy  if  the  fhip  happens  to  return  home  in  the  fpace 
of  ayear.  It  is  likewife  agreed  that  fuch  (hips>  being  laden,  are 
to  be  provided  not  only  with  paifports,  as  above  mentioned,  but 
alio  with  certificates  containing  the  feveral  particulars  of  the  cargo, 
tbe place  whence  the  (hip  failed,  and  whither  (he  is  bound,  that 
foitmay  be  known  whether  any  forbidden  or  contraband  goods  be 
OQ  board  the  fame  ;  which  certificates  (hall  be  made  out  by  the 
officers  of  the  place  whence  the  (hip  fet  fail,  in  the  accuflomed 
form;  and  if  any  one  (hall  think  it  fit  or  advifablc  to  exprefs  ia 
tkefaid  certificates  the  pe'rfon  to  whom  the  goods  on  board  belong, 
k  may  freely  do  fo/* 

Art.  27.  *'  If  the  (hips  of  the  faid  fubjeds,  people  or  inha- 
KtaDts  of  either  of  the  parties,  (hall  be  met  with  either  failing 
along  the  coafts,  or  on  the  high  feas,  by  any  (hip  of  war  of  the 
<XlKr,  or  by  any  privateers,  the  faid  (hips  of  war  or  privateers,  for 
tke  avoiding  of  any  diforder,  (hall  remain  out  of  cannon  (hot,  and 
tty  fend  their  boats  aboard  the  merchant  (hip,  which  they  (hall 
b  meet  with,  and  may  enter  her  to  the  number  of  two  or  three 
BKDonly,  to  whom  the  mafter  or  commander  of  fuch  (hip  or 
vdU  fliall  exhibit  his  pailport,  concerning  the  property  of  the 
flupi  made  out  according  to  the  form  inferted  in  this  prefent  treaty  ; 
ttdtbefhip,  when  (he  (hall  have  (bowed  fuch  pailport,  (hall  be 
,  nte  and  at  liberty  to  purfue  her  voyage,  fo  as  it  (hall  not  be  law- 
fill  to  oM^left  Or  fearch  her  in  any  manner,  or  to  give  her  chafe,  or 
bice  ber  to  quit  her  intended  courfe." 

It  will  be  admitted  that  the  two  nations  poiTefs  the  power  of 
sgredng  that  any  paper,  in  any  form,  (hall  be  the  fole  document, 
fattndable  by  either  from  the  other,  to  prove  the  property  of  a 
^I  or  cargo.  It  will  alfo.  be  admitted,  that  an  agreement  fo 
^"^  becomes  the  law  of  the  parties,* which  muft  retain  its 
oWigation, 

uamine  then  the  words  of  thecompa£l,  and  determine  by  fair 
•ooftrudion  what  willfatisfy  them. 

The  twenty-(ifth  article  (lates  fubftantially  the  contents  of  a 
Ppcr,  which  is  termed  a  fea-letter  or  paifport,  and  which  **  it  is 
%^  that  in  cafe  cither  of  the  parties  (hould  be  engaged  in  war, 
^fliipiand  velfels  belonging  to  the  fubjefts  or  people  of  the  other 
%muft  be  furnilhed  with."  To  what  purpofe  are  they  to  be 
fiwuihed  with  this  fea-letter  or  pafTport  ?  The  article  anfwers, 
"To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  diirenfions  and  quarrels  may  be 
■T^Ued  and  prevented,  on  the  one  fide  and  the  other."  "  That  it 
!*y  appear  thereby  that  the  (hip  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the 
luWedsof  olie  of  the  parties/' 

But  how  will  the  pa(rport  "  prevent  and  avoid  all  forts  of  dif- 
fcnfions  and  quarrels  on  one  fide  or  the  other,"  if  ordinances,  both 
fnof  and  fubfcqueat  to  the  treaty,  are  to  be  underllood  as  con- 
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troHihg'iti  and  as  requiring  other  papers  not  eontemplited-inln 
public  agreement  of  the  two  nations  I  How  is  it  to  appear  fwt 
the  paiTport,  that  the  (hip  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the  fukjefl 
of  one  of  the  parties,  if  it  is  denied  that  the  palTport  is  evidenc 
of  that  fad,  and'  contended  that  other  papers,  not  alliided  tO'i 
the  treaty,  ihall  be  adduced  to  prove  it? 

But  the  27th  article  is  (lill  more  explicit.  It  declares  tbs 
when  a  merchant  fhip  of  one  of  the  parties  (hall  be  vifited  by  tt 
(hips  of  war  or  privateers  of  the  other,  «  the  commander  of  foe 
(hip  or  veiTel  (hall  exhibit  his  palTport  concerning  the  property  i 
the  (hip,  made  out  according  to  the  form  inferted  in  the  pidki 
treaty;  and  the  (hip,  when  Ihe  (hall  have  (Howed  fuch  paflTpor 
fhall  be  free  and  at  liberty  to  purfue  her  voyage,  fo  as  it  (hall'iK 
be  lawful  to  moleft  or  fearch  her  in  any  manner,  or  to  give  chaf 
or  force  her  to  quit  her  intended  courfe.**  What  is  it  that  (hi 
jJrovc  the  property  of  the  vcflTcl  ?  The  treaty  anfwers.  The  fni 
pk>rt.  Bur  the  decree  of  the  Diredory  requires  in  addition  ce 
tain  other  papers,  perfedly  diftinft  (rom  the  pa(rport.  Tl 
troaty  declares,  that  <<  the  (hip,  when  (he  (hall  have  (bowed  (n 
the  r^e  (Tequipage  or  any  other  paper  required  by  the  particnl 
ordonnances  of  either  nation,"  but)  "  fuch  pa(rporr^  (hall  be  h 
and  at  liberfy  to  purfue  her  voyage,  fo  as  it  ihall  not  be  lawful* 
moleft  or  fearch  her  in  any  manner,  or  to  give  hen  chafe,  or-  fbr 
her  to  quit  Her  intended  courfe."  Yet  the  ve(rels  of  Amerk 
after  exhibiting  "  fuch  paflTport,*'  arc  not  «<  free  and  at  liberty 
purfue  their  voyage;"  they  are  "  molefted;"  they  are  *«  chafed 
they  are  "  (i)rccd  to  quit  their  intended  courfe  ;**  they  are  **  ca 
tured  and  confifcated  as  hofiile  property •** 

It  is  alleged  that  the  form  of  the  pa(rport,  which  is  annex 
lb  the  treaty,  manifeils  that  certain  a^s  were  to  be  performed  1 
the  per(bn  to  whom  the  paiTport  is  delivered,  and  tihat  fuch  pf 
fon  ought  to  prove  the  performance  of  thofe  afts. 

But  the  treaty,  far  from  requiring  fuch  proof,  abfolutelyd 
penfes  with  it.  The  treaty  declares  that  the  pa(rport  (hall  Jifi 
evidence  the  property  of  the  vcffel,  and  fecure  it  from  moiefl 
fiow  of  any  (brt.  By  confent  of  the  parties  then  the  pafljpoit 
evidence  eiif  all  that  either  party  can  require  from  the  otbi 
N^ithef  the  right  to  give  fuch  confent,  nor  the  obligation  oi 
emnpa£k  formed  upon  it,  can,  as  is  conceived,  ever  be  denic 
HOT  can  the  form  o£  the  paiTport,  whatever  it  may  b^,  change  t 
^mpaS. 

But  let  the  words  of  the  model  be  examined.  They  are,  '* 
§ms  eiux  qui  as  prsfmttfs  vemnf:  Soit  notoire  quifacuiti  it  ferm^ 
a  iti  accordie  a  maitre  ou  comfiiandant  du  mtoin  tff^ 

di  h  viUt  de  de  la  capaciti  de  A 

kitntx  9»  im)$r$9f  ft  trouvant  preftntement  U  port  de 
jU^aprhfmfifpmtifiriaitivtfite  et  avantfon  depart ^  Ufreteraf^ 
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mttmtn  lis  mains  da  officlcrs  de  la  marine ^  que  le  dit  navire  appar" 
tmtiimou.plufieursfnjfts  de  dont  Va6ie  Jera  mis  a  Ia 

jkdispnfenies^  de  mime  quit  gardera  les  ordonnances  et  reglemens 
mntmesp  et  remetira  une  lijie  fignle  et  confirmie  par  temoins,  conte^ 
UMtlisnoms  et  Jum»ms,  les  licux  de  nalffance^  et  la  demeure  des  per^ 
jmucmpofant  r equipage  de  Jm  navire ^  et  de  tous  ceux  qui  emiar- 
fmtUj  lifquels  s'il  ne  recevra  pas  a  bordfuns  conmijfance  et  permijjicn 
is  tjuiirs  de  marine ;  et  dans  chaque  port  ou  havre  il  montrera  la 
ffefate ptrmijffim  aux  offi^iers  et  juges  de  marine/* 

It  is  iTiatcrial  to  obfcrvc,  that  the  model  requires  the  oath  con- 
ccoing  the  property  of  th«i  vcird  to  be  annexed  to  tl)e  palfport, 
bat  does  not  require  any  other  certificate^  or  the  anne^cation  of  any 
)iper  whatever.  Why  this  diflfcrence  r  It  is  a  folemn  proof  of 
ikit  (or  which  the  article  ilipulatcs,  and  therefore  the  model 
ttpreifes  that  the  evidence  of  this  fa£l  (hall  be  annexed ;  but  it 
dseinot  requin:  the  production  of  the  evidence  of  any  otiier  fact. 

h  funis  then  to  be  demonlUated  that  the  fea-Ietter  or  paiTport, 
IBodelof  which  is  annexed  to  the  treaty,  is  by  folemn  agree- 
MM  to  be  received  by  each  party  as  concUifive  teftimony,  that 
Aeveflel  producing  fuch  pail'port  is  the  property  of  a  citizen  of 
the  other,  and  is  confcquently  to  continue  her  voyage  without 
Pttiiftation.  or  hindrance. 

fiat  let  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  treaty  on  this  fubje£l  was  Icff^ 
MQclufive^  and  that  its  ftipulations  had  been  ambiguoufly  ex- 
IKbd;  yet  it  is  certain  that  it  has  been  uniformly  underftood  by 
ktb  parties  as  the  underfigned  have  expounded  it;  and  that  nei- 
ther r  ranee  nor  the  United  States,  previous  to  the  decree  com- 
pbioed  of,  confidered  the  veffels  of  either  nation,  producing 
^  paflport  agreed  on,  as  liable  to  capture  for  want  of  a  role 
itfrnpage. 

For  more  than  four  years  after  her  treaty  with  the  United 

StMeS|  France  was  engaged  in  a  war  with  Britain  ;  and  in  the 

courb  of  that  time  it  was  never  fuggeOed  that  a  role  d'equipage 

^ neceflfary  for  the  prote£lion  of  an  American  velFel.     It  docs 

Kitwcaken  the  argument,  that  the  United  States  were  alfo  parties 

^tho  war*     The  principle  aflumed  is,  that,  without  the  produc- 

^  of  the  papers  required  by  the  decree,  the  vedcl  does  not  ap-> 

Pcutobe,  and  cannot  be  confidered  as  American  property.     If 

^it  principle  be  correal,  it  would  not  ceafc  to  apply  bccaufe  the 

United  States  were  engaged  in  the  war.     Was  America  even 

^g^  in  the  war  on  the  part  of  France,  a  Britifh  vcifet  carry- 

^  American  colours  would  not  be  fecured  by  the  flag  (he  bore. 

'^  Would  be  neceflary  to  prove  by  her  papers,  or  other  and  admif- 

'3*lc  teftimony,  that  the  velTel  was  American  property.     If  this 

"ft  cannot  appear  without  a  role  d* equipage  while  the  United 

^^  axe  at  peace,  neither  could  it  appear  without  the  fame  evi- 

i^^  if  the  United  Stages  were  parties  in  the  war. 

About 
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About  four  years  of  the  prcfcnt  war  had  alfo  elapfed  bcfi 
this  conftru£lion  of  the  treaty,  at  the  fame  time  to  wonderful  s 
fo  rtlinous,  had  difclofed  itfelf.  In  the  courfe  of  that  time  n 
ports  of  France  were  filled  with  the  vefleis  of  the  United  Stafc 
Vfcry  many  of  them  failed  under  contrafls  made  for  the  gove- 
ment  itfelf  by  its  miniftcr  in  Philadelphia.  No  one  of  tim 
poflcflTed  a  role  d^cquipage  \  no  one  of  them  was  confidcred  on  Sl 
account  as  being  liable  to  condemnation.  Indeed,  in  fome 
iUnceSy  vciTcls  have  been  captured  and  difcharged  although  1 
paper  was  not  among  thofe  belonging  to  the  (liip. 

Such  a  long  courfe  of  pradice  appears  to  have  evidenced  im 
quivocally  the  fenfc  of  France  on  this  fubjeft. 

It  is  too  apparent  to  be  qucftioned  for  a  moment,  that  on 
part  of  the  United  States  no  fufpicioo  had  ever  been  entertai 
that  fuch  a  paper  could  have*  been  required.  A  role  d*equff 
could  have  been  obtained  with  as  mtich  facility  as  that  paflip 
for  which  the  treaty  flipulates.  Could  it  have  been  im^gxi 
that  American  veilels  incurred  the  poilible  hazard  of  being 
tarded  only  one  day  in  a  voyage  for  want  of  fuch  paper,  it  wo 
in  ei'cry  inflance  have  been  fupplied.  No  veifel  would  ts< 
failed  without  it. 

Your  own  mind,  Citizen  Minifter,  will  fugged  to  you,  '•w 
irrefiftible  force,  the  extreme  hardship  of  thus  putting  a  new  cr< 
firuflion  on  a  long-exiiling  contract,  or  of  giving  a  new    ^ 
unexpeded  extenfion  to  ancient  municipal  regulations,  and 
condemning  thereby  veflTcIs  taken  on  the  high  feas  for  want  o^ 

faper  not  known  to  be  required  when  they  failed  out  of  p^ 
f  a  rote  d^equipage  was  leally  confidered  by  France  as  neceflT 
evidence  of  any  faft,  the  eftablilhment  of  which  was  deed 
cfTential,  common  ufagc  and  ihofe  plain  principles  of  jufticewh 
all  nations  iliould  refpeft,  indifpcnfably  require  that  the  regiJ 
tion  (hould  be  firft  matle  known  to  a  neutral  and  friendly  naC 
by  other"  means  than  by  the  capture  and  confifcation  of  its  p 
perty.  If  this  meafure  had  been  announced  to  the  governmch"* 
the  United  States  before  it  had  been  put  in  pra6^ice,  and  A^ 
lican  vefleis  had  failed  without  a  rck  d\quipagej  they  would  Im- 
taken  upon  themfclves  the  hazard  of  fuch  a  procedure,  put  L* 
moment  when  the  ocean  is  covered  with  peaceful  merchantn^ 
purfuing  a  juft  and  lawful  commerce,  to  bring  into  fudden 
tion  a  meafure  which  had  never  before  been  applied  to  th 
which  had  for  fo  many  years  flept  unheard  of,  and  by  the  forc^ 
this  regulation,  to  confifcate  unguarded  properly  which  had  l^ 
trufted  to  the  feas  under  the  faith  of  folemn  and  exifting  trea^ 
and  without  a  conjcdure  that  this,  more  than  any  other  forn***' 
would  have  been  required,  is  to  impofe  on  unoifending  incj 
du^als  a  ruin  from  which  no  wife  precautions,  no  human  fore&  I 
could  poflibly  have  protefted  thepi. 


(    afr3    ) 

I 

On  this  fiibjefl  then  the  underfigned  appeal  with  confidence  to 
the  juftice  and  equity  of  the  French  government. 

Hui  could  it  be  conceded  for  a  moment  that  the  Executive 
I^iredory  might  rightfully  modify  the  treaty  of  France  with  the 
United  States,  by  that  of  the  United  States  with  Britain ;  and 
might  rightfully  require  a  rcU  d'equipage  in  order  to  eAablilh  the 
neutrality  of  a  veflel,  for  want  of  which  the  veirel  might  be  con- 
fifcated,  yet  the  cargo  being  proved  to  be  neutral  ought  to  be 


According  to  the  law  of  nations,  the  goods  of  an  enemy  found 
on  board  the  (hip  of  a  friend  are  liable  to  capture,  and  the  goods 
of  a  friend  found  on  board  the  fliip  of  an  enemy  are  fafe.  The 
United  States  and  France  have  confentcd  to  change  this  rule  asr 
between  themfelves.  They  have  agreed,  that  the  goods  of  ah 
enemy  found  on  board  the  vcfll-ls  of  cither  party  fliall  be  fafe, 
*nd  that  the  goods  of  either  found  on  board  the  velFel  of  an  enemy 
ftall  be  liable  to  capture.  The  one  part  of  this  rule  is  in  confe- 
^uence  of,  and  dependent  on  the  other.  The  one  part  cannot  on 
->ny  principle  of  juftice  be  abandoned  while  the  other  is  main- 
<ained.- 

In  their  treaty  with  England  the  United  States  retain  un« 
changed  the  principle  of  the  law  of  nations.  If  France  modi« 
*cs  her  treaty  in  this  refpeft  by  thai  of  England,  flie  ought  to 
^*te  the  principle  entire.  If,  in  conformity  to  the  treaty  be- 
^'^ecn  the  United  States  and  England,  France  claims  the  right  of 
5^ing  enemies  property  found  on  board  an  American  fhip,  then^ 
*^  conformity  with  their  treaty  alfo,  France  ought  to  fpare  Ame- 
'*can  property  found  on  board  art  enemy's  (hip.  If,  therefore, 
Viis  extraordinary  pofltion  could  be  maintained,  that  an  American 
"*>p  without  a  reU  cTequ'tpage  becomes  the  Ihip  of  an  enemy,  ftill 
the  cargo  being  proved  to  be  the  property  of  a  friend,  ought,  on 
^c  principle  of  modifying  the  treaty  between  the  two  nations  by 
that  with  England,  to  have  been  reftored  to  the  owners. 

The  refult  of  thefe  regulations  has  been  the  mofl  extenlive  and 
^^iverfai  devaftatlon  of  the  American  commerce.  Not  only  vef- 
fcls  bound  to  and  from  the  enemies  of  France,  but  veflels  bound 
^  and  from  her  allies,  and  to  and  from  her  own  ports,  have 
"CCD  feized  and  confifcated. 

The  inevitable  confcquence  has  been,  that  direft  commerce 
**^ti»ccn  the  two  nations  is  almoft  annihilated,  and  that  the  pro- 
perty of  American  citizens  has  been  taken  to  a  much  larger 
*tnount  than^  would  have  been  poflible  in  a  ftate  of  adual  war. 

*et  the  government  of  the  United  States,  wifhing,  if  it  be 
Poi^ble,  Co  avoid  even  defenfive  meafurcs,  has  fought  afliduoufly 
^'^  Unremittingly,  though  hitherto  without  fuccefs,  for  fuch 
''^^cful  and  amicable  explanations  as  might  do  away  exi fling 

animofities^ 


f     2^4     ) 

anitnofittesy  and  rcdort  between  the  two  republics  that  hatr 
which  it  fo  truly  defires. 

America  has  accuftomed  herfelf  to  perceiTe  in  France  onl; 
ally  and  the  friend.  Confulting  the  feelings  6f  her  own  bd 
ihe  has  believed  that  between  republics  an  elevated  ^tnd  re 
fiiendthip  could  exiil,  and  that  free  nations  were  capabi 
maintaining  for  each  other  a  real  and  permanent  afFe£lion. 
this  pleafing  theory,  creAed  with  fo  much  care,  and  viewed 
fo  much  delight,  has  been  impaired  by  experience,  yet  the 
continues  to  be  cheriflied  that  this  circumftance  dees  notn 
&rily  involve  the  oppofite  extreme.  It  is  believed  that  1 
exids  no  fufficient  caufe  for  folid  and  permanent  enmity  bet^ 
France  and  the  United  States;  -but  that,  on  the  contrary,  th 
terefts  of  both  would  be  promoted  by .  that  friendly  interco 
which  a  reciprocal  obfervance  df  the  great  and  immutable  p 

ties  of  juftice  would  certainly  eflablifh,  and  can  sklone  pret 
Tnder  this  impreflion  America  refiftsthe  opinion,  that  the  pr 
ftate  of  things  has  grown  out  of  a  digcfted  fyftem  to  which 'ri 
defigns  to  adhere.  She  wiihes  and  {he  endeavours  to  peri 
herfelf  that  temporary  caufes,  which  too  often  produce  eflSfi 
found  and  juft  policy  mud  reprobate,  conn^fted  with  a  mil 
ftru'dlion  of  the  conidudl  of  her  government,  as  well  as  ^ 
motives  on  which  it  has  adtcd,  may  have  occafioned  thdfe 
ferious  aggreflions  of  which  (he  complains*  She  recedes,  ti 
fore,  even  under  the  preflTure  of  thefe  aggreflions,  flo^i^ly  and' 
dlfHcuIty  from  the  attachments  (he  has  formed.  So  intert^ 
with  every  ligament  of  her  heart  have  been  the  cords  of  ifEA 
which  bound  her  to  France,  that  only  repeated  and  conti 
aids  of  hoftility  can  tear  them  afunder. 

The  government  of  the  United  States,  therefore,  'Rfllfea] 
the  means  of  terminating  peacefully,  and  in  a  manner  tv 
ought  to  be  mutually  fatisfadory,  the  calamities  of  the  moir 
and  of  averting  the  ftill  greater  calamities  which  may  be  reb 
for  the  future.  Not  even  the  difcouraging  arnd  unufual  ti 
which  had  preceded  the  prefent  eflbrt  to  negotiate,  could  1( 
that  government  from  repealing  its  endeavours  for  the  prdfervi 
of  amity  and  peace.  1  hree  citizens  of  the  United  States 
been  deputed  as  envoys  extraordinary  and  minifters  plenip^ 
tiary  to  the  French  republic.  Their  inftru£lions  authorize 
dircft  them  to  review  the  cxifting  treaties  between  the  tw< 
tions,  and  to  remove,  by  all  proper  means,  the  inequalities  ^ 
have  grown  out  of  the  itipulations  of  thofe  treaties,  in  o 
quence  of  the  rcfufal  of  England  to  adopt  the  principles  they 
tain.  They  are  alfo  directed  to  give  fair  and  complete  exf> 
tions  of  the  conduft  of  the  government  they  reprefent ;  to 
fully  and  truly  the  heavy  injuries  which  their  fellow-citizens 

fuftai 


'   (    26s    ) 

• 

tuftaloed ;  and  to  a(k  from  the  equity  of  a  great  and  magnanimous 
tepublici  that  compenfation  for  thofc  injuries  ivhich  we  flattef 
ourfeives their  juftice  will  not  refufe,  and  their  liberal  policy  >vill 
not  hefitate  to  give. 

Bringing  with  them  the  temper  of  their  government  and  coun'- 
tiy,  fearching  only  for  the  means  of  eiFeAing  the  objeds  of  their 
niffiun,  they  have  permitted  no  pcrfonal  Confiderations  to  in* 
fluence  their  condud>  but  have  waited  under  circumftances  be* 
yood  meafure  embarrafling  and  unpleafant,  with  that  refpeft 
which  the  American  government  has  fo  uniformly  paid  to  that  o£ 
Fnncc,  for  permi (lion  to  lay  before  youy  Citizen  Minifter,  thofe 
important  communications  with  which  they  have  been  charged. 

Perceiving  no  probability  of  being  allowed  to  enter  in  the 
'afual  forms,  on  thofe  difcuflions  which  might  tend  to  reftore  har« 
anoor  between  the  two  republics,  they  have  deemed  it  moit 
adviiable,  even  under  the  circumftances  of  informality  which  at-% 
.  teodthe  meafure,  to  addrefs  to  your  government,  through  you, 
thiiandid  review  of  the  condu<^,  and  this  true  reprefentation  of 
thefentiments  and  wi(hes,of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
They  pray  that  it  may  be  received  in  the  temper  with  which  it  is 
Written,  and  confidered  as  an  additional  effort,  growing  out  of  4 
difpofition  common  to  the  government  and  people  of  America,  to 
cultivate  and  reftore,  if  it  be  poflible,  harmony  between  the  tW3 
'cpubltcs.  If,  Citizen  Minifter,  there  remains  a  hope  that  thefe 
^finble  objeds  can  be  effedted  by  any  means  which  the  United 
Stales  have  authorized,  the  underfigned  will  flill  refpedfully  at- 
teodthe  developement  of  thofe  means. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  no  fuch  hope  remains,  they  have  only  to 
pttjr  that  their  return  to  their  own  country  may  be  facilitated, 
*ndthey  will  leave  France  with  the  mod  deep-felt  regret,  that 
i^her  the  leal  and  fmcere  friendfliip  which  the  government  of 
^  United  States  has  fo  uniformly  and  unequivocally  difplayed 
for  this  great  republic,  nor  its  continued  efforts  to  demonftrate  tho 
purify  of  its  condu£t  and  intentions,  can  protcft  its  citizens,  or 
[  pitferve  them  from  the  calamities  which  they  have  fought  by  a  juft 
^oJtipright  conduft  to  avert. 

The  underfigned  pray  you.  Citizen  Minifter,  to  accept  theaf- 
fonuices  of  their  perfe£t  refpeft  and  confideration. 

*4nj,  January  17/A,   1798,  in  the  zzd 
JW  of  American  Independence. 


ft 

V01.VII.,  Mm  Tranflaitd 
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TraMjlaiid  Extras  from  the  Bulletin  Jis  Lais,  Nc.  178,  prutm^ 
Paris f  and  enclojhd  with  the  ^adrupiicaii  9fth$  £mwys'  £04 
No.  VI. 

t^aw  relative  to  Vefiels  laden  v^ith  Englifh  Merchandife  of 
29th  Nivofc,  6th  Year  (i8ih  Jan.  179^). 

THE  Council  of  Ancients  adopting  the  reafons  for  the  de( 
ration  of  urgencjTf  which  precede  the  refolution  hereinafter  ci 
tainedy  approves  the  a^  of  urgency. 

[Here  follows  the  tenour  of  the  declaration  of  urgency,  andof 
refolution  of  the  aad  Nivofe  (nth  Jan.  1798).] 

The  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  after  having  heard  the  rep 
of  a^fpecial  committee  upon  the  meflage  of  the  Executive  Dir 
iifcry  of  the  15th  Nivofe  (4th  January)  relative  to  Engliih  n 
diandife ; 

Confidering  that  the  intereft  of  the  republic  demands  the  a 
pl^mpt  meafures  againft  all  veflels  which  may  be  loaded  therew 
declares  that  there  is  urgency. 

The  Council,  after  having  declared  the  urgency,  refolvei 
follows : 

Art.  I*  The  charader  of  veflels  relative  to  their  quality 
neuter  or  .enemy,  (hall  be  determi*ied  by  their  cargo ;  in  coi 
quence,  every  veflel  found  at  fea,.  loaded  in  whole  or  in  part  f 
merchandife  the  produ6lion  of  England  or  of  her  pofleffiont,  1 
be  declared^ood  prize,  whoever  the  owner  of  thefe  goods  or  d 
chandife  may  be. 

Art.  2.  Every  foreign  \eflel  which  in  the  courfe  of  her  voy 
ihall  have  entered  into  an  Englifh  port,  (hall  not  be  admitted  j 
a  port  of  the  French  republic,  except  in  cafe  of  neceflkyi 
which  cafe  (he  (hall  be  bound  to  depart  from  the  fa!d  port  as  fooi 
the  caufes  of  her  entry  (hall  have  ceafed. 

Art.  3.  The  prefent  refolution  (hall  be  printed. 

(Signed)         Boulay  (of  la  Meurthc),  Prefidi 

GuiLLEMARDET,  le         .     •« 

T?^.,»,..»o  'fSccretanw* 

After  a  fccond  {jading,  the  Council  of  Ancients  approycf 
.above  refolution.     The  29th  of  Nivofe,  fixth  year  of  the;  Frei 
xepufalic  (18th  Jan,  1798). 

(Signed)        MarragON,  Prefident. 

Et.  Laveux  Kauffman,"^ 
Menu  A  u,  iSccrctar 

Meric,  J 

The  Executive  Dire£lory  orders,  that  the  above  law  (hall 
printed,  executed,  and  that  it  Ihall  be  fealed  with  tho  feai  of 
republic. 

D 
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Done  at  the  National  Palace  of  the  Executive  Direflory,  the 
a9th  Nivofe,  fixth  year  of  the  French  republic,  one  and 
indivifible  (nth  Jan.  1798). 
Por  a  true  copy.  (Signed)         P.  Barras,  Prefident. 

By  the  Executive  DireAorv, 

The  Secretary-general,  LagXrde. 
And  fealed  with  the  feal  of  the  republic. 


Mejfage  of  the  Prefidcnt  to  Congrefsj  on  the  ^th  June  1798. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

tranfmit  to  both  Houfes    the  communications    from 
our  envoys  at  Paris,  received  fince  the  laft,  which  have  beea 
prefcnted  by  me  to  Congrefs. 
United  States,  $ih  June  I'ji)^.  John  AdaMS. 


JKOW 


t)earSir,  Paris,  Afarch  gth,  1798. 

AGREEABLY  to  what  we  reprefented  to  you  in  our  No.  VI, 

^prepared  a  letter  to  the  minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  on  the  fub* 

1^  of  the  late  law,  authorizing  the  capture  of  neutral  vefTels,  on 

^ri  of  which  any  productions  of  Great  Britain,    or  it^  pof- 

'^fions,  fliould  be  laden,    ihowing  how  incompatible  fuch  law 

^  with  the  rights  of  neutral  nations,  and  the  treaty  between 

'i^e  and  America,  its  dire(5l  tendency  to  dedroy  the  remaining 

CQOimerce  of  our  country,  and  the  particular  hardfhips  to  which 

■'would  fubje£l  the  agricultural  as  well  as  commercial  interefis  of 

^ooontrymen,  from  the  peculiar  fituation  of  the  United  States, 

We  added,  that  under  exifting  circumftances  we  could  no  longer 

^5^  the  convi£lion  that  the  demands  of  France  rendered  it  en- 

^7  impracticable  to  effedt  the  objeAs  of  our  miflion,  and  that 

^  heing  permanent  minifters,  but  envoys  extraordinary,  with 

Wl  powers  for  particular  purpofes,  we  deemed  it  improper  to 

'^'litJn  longer  in  France  after  the  impoflibility  of  efFefting  thofe 

I^Jpofes  had  been  demonft rated.     Before  however  wc  took  this 

****fi!rc^  and  explicitly  demanded  our  paflports,  we  deemed  it  ex- 

P^icnt  to  defire  Major  Rutledge  to  call  on  M.  Talleyrand,  on  the 

'9^hult.  to  know  if  he  had  any  communication  to  make  to  us  in 

^fequcnce  of  our  letter  dated  the  17th,  and  delivered  the  31ft 

?^  January.     To  thisM.  Talleyrand  replied,  that*  he  had  no  an- 

J,''cr  to  make,  as  the  DireSory  had  not  taken  any  order  on  the 

•*''*jeft,  and,  when  they  did,  he  would  inform  us  of  it.     Still  be- 

^  anxious  to  hear  explicitly  from  M.  Talleyrand  himfelf,  before 

^^fcntour  final  letter,  whether  there  were  no  means  within  our 

P^Wer  of  accommodating  our  differences  with  France  on  juft  and 

M  m  a  reafonabl^ 
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Tr-ujlattd  E.'itrai}  from  the  BulUt'tH  dtt  Lets,  JV». 
J'.ins,  and  enchftd  w'ab  tbt  ^adn^icttU  aft' 
W..VI. 

Law  relative  to  Vcffcls  laden  with  Englif  c  del 

a9th  Nirorc,  6th  Year  ( 1 8tb  jiion, 

THE  Council  of  AncientB  adoptin-  .  ^\^^^q{ 

lalioiiof  urgency,  which  piecode  th  linccourcc 

tallied,  approves  the  a£l  of  urgenc  ,-Iaft. 

[Here  follows  the  tenourof  th-  ^         ^  ^^    q^ 

leloluiion  of  ihc  iiA  Nivofe/-  ^^^,,1^  fcrvants, 

The  Council  of  Five  Hh'         ^  CoTEswoRTB  Pikc 
of  a  fpecial  committoe  ur        ^kshall. 
tory  of  the  15th  Niwof        Gerrv. 
thandife  ;  ;    ^j-  ,^,  u„;t,^  Sthtes. 

Confidermg  thM     ,  ■"•*"  '  ■' 
prompt  mcafuras ' 
declans  that  ihr  (A.)  Murtl 

The  CouiK  ^^p  ^gjfpj  o„  ^j.  Talleyrand,  and 

A     "         vr''^^in'r<"J««'>   to  him.      General  Pincki 

■™**  '•  >^'^H:rfaiion,    by  faying,  that  our  governr 
imtes'  ^O^^'^jiremtly  anxious  10  remove  theftiblidingi 


S"*"*^  .A'Jj'^p  republics  ;  that  wc  had  received  many 
vHf  J^'^-'*^-  ^"  'o  which  we  had  found  it  imprafl 
C^''*^3th3t  wc  had  now  waited  on  him  for.  the  pt 


vHf    Ja^^'^^-  ^-  'o  which  we  had  found  it  imprafl 
I        ^''Jn^'''^'  "'^  ^^'^  ""*  waited  on  him  for. the  pt 

^-[t^, whether  othtr  means  might  not  be  dcvifed  whi. 

W'^rV-lirjblc  an  objcfl  :    the  minider  replied,  tha 

^''jj.f  IJi'ri-fliiry  wilhfd  very  fincerely,  on  our   arriv: 

i^U  jViendlhip  L-flablilhed  between   France   and    ihi 

'    ,f    jiid  h-"^  manitiiled  tlii->  dirpofition,  by  the   readii 

^jjVh'  1'"''^"  f"''  "'""  paHp'irls  were  given  :   that  the  1 

*^  t-ctii  fxiremely  wounded  by  the  laft  fpcech  of  Gcner 

^on  niii'ie  to  Corgicfs,  whtn  about  to  ^uii  the  office 

^*,  of  the  United  States  j  and  by  ilit-  (irft  and  lail  fpeec 

Ai(aiii==    'hat  explanations  of  tiicfe    f|)i.cches  were  exp< 

fcqiticid  ipf  lis.     General  Pinckncy  exprtlRd  his  furprife 

jjicctli  of  tjcneral  Wallungion  was  complained  of,  and 

vras  a  ntw  complaint.     M,  Talleyrand  merely  obferved, 

piri^f  tnry  was  wnunded  at  ii,  and  proceeded.     He  faid 

original  l.ivinirablc  difnornion  of  the  Direflory  had  hci 

deal  alierid  by  tlic  coldncfs  and  diftancc  which  \\c  had  < 

thai  inlU-ad  of  f^'vin;^  him  often,  and  endeavouring  to  re 

ob(l.icIc>  lo  a  nuiliial  approach,  we  had  not  once  waiiec 

Geuvi-.l  I'lnrkntv  .'bi;-rv<.-d,  that   «hen  ue  delivered  hiir 

ters  I't   I'll-'..  liCi',  he  informed  OS  that  ihf  Dirti^ory  in  a 

would  decide  concerning  us,  and  that  when  the  dccifion  w 
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nfimunicate  it  to  us  ;    that  this  had  for  fome  time  fuC- 

^  ^edure  on  our  part.    He  anfwcred,  that  this  related 

•5c  "  charadcr,  and  not  to  private  vifits.     General 

"^  on  an  application  made  by  his  fccretary  for  ii 

'n  under  his  care,  he  was  told  that  he  muft 

''ce,  for  that  America  had  no  miniftcr  in 

\x.  Monroe.     The  miniftcr  faid,  that 

'•\ .      >  ^  ceded  to  fay,  that  the  Direftory  felt 

.  ''!s  s-nt  fpeeches  of  Mr.  Waihington  and 

'^')^  .        *V      ■  •*^  ftated,  and  would  require  fome  proof, 

v\         '  .ed  States,  of  a  friendly  difpofition,  previous 

.     He  then  faid  that  fhe  ought  to  fearch  for  and 

Ajeans  which  might  furnifh  this  proof;  that  if  we 

.cd  to  furnifli  it,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  finding 

a  he  alluded  very  intelligibly  to  a  loan.     He  faid  he  had  fe- 

-»al  conferences    with  Mr.  Gerry  on  this  fubjeft,     who  had 

•Iways  anfwered  that  we  had  no  power.     Mr.  Gerry  faid  he  had 

ftated  other  objedions  ;  that  he  had  particularly  urged  that  it  would 

unolve  us  id  a  war  with  Great  Britain.     He  made  no  reply  :  and 

GcDcial  Pinckney  obferved,  that  a  loan  had  been  fuggefted  to  us ; 

hit  that  we  had  uniformly  anfwered,  that  it  exceeded  our  powers. 

M  Talleyrand  replied,  that  perfons  at  fuch  a  di fiance  as  we 
*tte  from  our  government,  and  poflefled  as  we  were  of  the  public 
C^Bdence,    mud  often  ufe   their  difcretion,    and  exceed   their 

Cers  for  the  public  good  :  that  there  was  a  material  difference 
reen  afling  where  inilrudions  were  filent,  and  doing  what  was 
Eicuiarly  forbidden  :  that  if  indeed  a  loan  was  politively  for- 
len,  we  might  confider  ourfelves  as  incapable  of  making  one; 
Wit  if,  as  he  fuppofed  was  the  cafe  (he  looked  the  queflion),  our 
ttftnidions  were  only  filcnt,  that  it  mufl  be  referred  to  us  to  aft 
Wit  cafe  not  provided  for,  according  to  the  beft  of  our  judgment, 
«t the  public  good  ;  that  in  almoft  all  the  treaties  made  during 
^  revolution,    the  negotiators  had  exceeded  their  powers,   al- 
^ongh  the  government  appointing  them  was  at  no  confiderable 
•fence.     He  particularized  the  treaty  with  Pruifia,  and  feveral 
*kcn«    General  Pinckney  told  him  that  our  powers  did  not  ex- 
^*oito  a  loan,  and  perhaps  might  forbid  it.     The  minifter  flill 
*>8ri  the  difference   between  an  expxefs  prohibition   and  mere 
""cnce.     He  then  proceeded  to  ftate,  that  the  principal  objedion 
**  the  part  of  our  government  to  a  loan  mufl  be,  that  it  would 
*«Wu$out  of  the  neutral  (ituation  in  which  we  wiflicd  to  con- 
**'^:    that  there  were  various  means,  thus;  firft,  the  fecrccy 
^  France,  which  might  be  relied  on  ;    and  fecondly,  means  of 
•feuifing  the  loan  might  be  devifed,    which   would  efFeflually 
Pj^nt  its  being  confidcred  as  an  aid  during  the  prcfcnt  war : 
^if  we  were  truly  and  fincerely  defirous  of  effeCling  the  thing, 
^  ihould  experience  no  difficulty  in  finding  the  means.     He 

a|^txv^ 
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agQtfi  Aatcd  a  propofHionof  this  fort  on  our  part,  as  being  2 
lutely  ncceifary  to  prove  that  the  government  was  not  abou 
tcring  imo  a  treaty  with  perfons  ot  a  temper  hodile  to  it. 
Gerry  not  well  hearing  M.  Talleyrand,  who  fpokc  Iow>  a 
lira  to  explain  himfelf  with  refpeft  to  the  provifion  which  h( 
alluded  to,  fuppofing  it  to  be  a  new  one  ;  ai)d  he  anfwcred, 
die  of  them  was  fecrccy  ;  but  that  there  were  befidcs  various '' 
-which  might  eafily  be  fuggeded  to  cover  the  loan  as  an  imme 
one,  by  limiting  the  time  of  advancing  it  to  diftant  inftalmt 
Mr.  Gerry  obforved,  that  Dutrimond  had  fuggeded  that  a 
was  propofed  to  be  made  payable  after  the  war,  and  in  fuppli 
St.  Domingo.  M.  Talleyrand  fignified,  that  that  might  be  01 
the  means  ufed,  and  faid  that  if  we  were  only  (inccre  in  our  \ 
it  would  be  eafy  to  bring  about  the  end. 

General  Marfliall  told  M.  Talleyrand,  that  if  the  minide 
the  United  States  had  manifefted  any  unwillingnefs  to  taku 
proper  means  to  reconcile  the  two  republics,  or  any  indifler 
on  the  fubjed,  they  had  very  badly  reprefented  the  feelings 
wifhes  of  their  governnTcnt ;  that  the  government  of  the  Ui 
States  was  moft  lincercly  defirous  of  prcfer\ing  the  friendflii 
France,  and  had,  in  his  opinion,  unequivocally  manifefted 
ctefrre,  by  having  deputed  us  under  the  extraordinary  circumft 
attending  our  milfion,  and  by  having  fo  long  patiently  bom< 
immenfc  lofs  of  property  which  had  been  fuilained  ;  that  we 
cmfeavoured,  according  to  the  bed  of  our  judgment,  to  reprc 
truly  the  difpolition  of  our  government ;  but  that  we  undcH 
that  France  would  conflder  nothing  as  an  evidence  of  friend 
hut  art  2L&  that  would  tranfcend  and  violate  our  powers,  and  a' 
fame  time  operate  the  moft  ferious  injury  to  our  country  ; 
neutrality,  in  the  prefent  war,  was  of  the  lad  importance  to 
United  States,  and  they  bad  refolvcd  faithfully  to  maintain 
that  they  had  committed  no  a(^,  voluntarily,  which  was  a  br 
of  it,  and  could  do  nothing  in  fecrct,  which,  if  known,  would  j 
arrange  them  among  the  belligerent  powers  ;  that  in  the  pri 
Hate  of  things,  if  America  was  actually  leagued  with  Franc 
the  war,  Ihe  would  only  be  required  to  furnilh  money  ;  thai 
had  neither  Ihips  of  war  or  men  to  be  employed  in  it^  and  c 
confcquently,  as  a  belligerent  power,  only  be  aflccd  for  moJ 
that  therefore  to  fnrnilh  money  was  in  faft  to  make  war,  w 
■we  could  by  no  means  confent  to  do,  and  which  would  abfoli 
tranfcend  our  powers,  being  an  aft  altogether  without  the  ^ 
and  contemplation  of  our  government  when  our  miflion  waJ 
cided  on  :  that  with  refpeft  to  fupplies  to  St.  Domingo,  no  J 
could  be  entertained  <hai  our  merchants  would  furnilh  thera 
abundantly,  if  France  would  permit  the  commerce  ;  and  al 
really  payable  after  the  clofe  of  the  war,  might  then  be  n 
tiated.     M»  Talleyrand  again  marked  the  didindion  betv 
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Tilcncc  of  inftru£lions  and  an  cxprcfs  prohibition,  and  again  i»- 
(iftedon  the  nec«flity  of  our  proving,  by  fome  means  which  wc 
mud  offbfy  our  friendfhip  for  the  republic.     He  faid  he  mnft 
exaft  from  us,  on  the  part  of  his  government,  fome  propofition 
of  this  fort ;  that  to  prove  our  friendfhip  there  mufl  be  fome  im- 
iDcdiate  aid,  or  fomething  which  might  avail  them  ;  that  the  prin"* 
ciples  of  reciprocity  would  require  it.     General  Pinckncy  and 
General  Marfball  underflood  him,  by  thiscxprcKllon,  to  allude  to 
the  loan  formerly  made  by  France  to  the  Uniicd  States.     Mr. 
Gerry  at  the  time  thought  he  alluded  to  the  treaty  to  be  made,  and 
faid  all  treaties  fliould  be  founded  in  reciprocity,  and  then  afkcd 
him  whether  a  loan  was  the  ultimatum  of  this^govcrnmcnf.     M. 
Talleyrand  did  not  give  a  direft  anfvvcr  tothe  quelHon  :  he  faid,  as 
he  was  underflood,  that  the  government  iniiftcd  on  fome  ad  wliich 
[       voul4  demonflrate  our  friendly  difpofition  towards,  and  our  good 
wiOicsforthe  republic:    this  once  done,  he  f^iid,  the  adjuftincnt 
of  complaints  would  be  eafy  ;  that  would  be  matter  of  inquiry  ; 
and  if  France  had  done  us  wrong,  it  would  be  repaired  :  but  that 
if  this  was  refufed,  it  would  increafe  the  diflance  andcoldncfj  be- 
tween the  two  republics.     The  convcrfation  continticd   in  this 
•    ftjic  until  four  o'clock,  when  we  took  our  leave,  and  agreed  to 
«ncctin  the  evening.     In  the  courfe  of  it,  and  in  reply  to  fome 
*>l>fcnrations  of  M.  Talleyrand,  refpefiing  the  proofs  of  friendfhip 
K?ulrcd  by  France,     General  Pinckney  obfervcd,  that  our  being 
wrewas  a  mark  of  the  friendly  difpofition  of  our  government  ; 
*fld  that  while  we  were  here,  the  government  had  palled  a  dccrte 
*^rfcizing  neutral  vefTels  having  on  board  any  article  coming  oftt  of 
■^figland,  which  in  its  operation  would  fubjcdl  to  capture  ail  our 
property  on  the  ocean.     M.  Talleyrand  replied,  that  this  was  not 
Particular  to  us,  but  was  common  to  all  the  neutral  powers.     At 
JU)iher  time,  in  anfvvcr  to  his  demand  of  fome  mark  of  our  friend- 
wip,  General  Marfhall  obferved,  that  we  confidered  the  mutual 
^'^tcrefls  of  the  two  nations  as  requiring  peace  and  friendfhip,  and 
^  relied  on  finding  fufficient  motives  in  the  intcreft  of  France  to 
Pfcfer\-e  that  friendfhip,  without  forcing  us  to  an  aft  which  tran- 
■^cndcd  our  powers,  and  would  be  fo  injurious  to  our  cor.ntry^ 
''^s  we  were  taking  our  leave,  M.  Tallcvraud  arjain  noticed  our 
'^ot  vifiting  him,  and  faid,  that  he  conceived  our  not  having  had 
^n  audience  from  the  Directory,  ought  not  to  have  prevented  it. 
General  Marfhall  told  him,  that  our  feeing  the  Direftory,  or  not, 
J^^saii  objeft  of  no  coiiccrn  to  us ;  that  we  were  perfedlly  indif- 
ferent with  regard  to  it,  but  that  we  conceived  that  until  our 
i^bKc  charaflcr  was  in  fome  degree  recognifcd,  and  we  were 
^''cated  as  the  minilters  and  reprcfentatives  of  our  government,  wc 
"Could  not  take  upon  ourfelves  to  a<fl  as  minifters,  becaufe  by  doing 
'®»wc  might  fubjecl  (>urfclves  to  fome  injurious  circumflances  to 
^'•lich  wc  could  not  fubmiti     He  faid  that  was  very  true,  but  we 
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might  fee  him  as  private  individuals,  and  difcufs  the  objefi  of  cS  if 
ierence  between  us. 

We  requeued  of  M.  Talleyrand  another  interview,  atfuchhc^iir 
as  might  be  convenient  to  him,  on*  the  flxth  inilant.  He  ^o- 
fwcred,  that  he  would  receive  us  at  half  pad  eleven,  at  wKiicfi 
hour  we  attended  him. 

Immediately  after  our  arrival  at  his  office,  we  were  introducred 
tp  the  miniftcr  ;.  and  General  Pinckney  Aated,  that  we  had  corBii-| 
dered,  with  the  moft  ferious  attention,  the  converfation  we  bad 
the  honour  of  holding  with  him,  a  few  days  part  :  that  the  propo- 
litions  he  had  fuggefted,  appeared  to  us  to  be  fubftantially  the  fame 
with  thofe  which  had  been  made  by  M.  X.  by  M.  Y.  and  alfo  to 
Mr.  Gerry,  with  an  intention  that  they  Ihould  be  communica't^ 
to  his  colleagues :  that  we  confidcred  it  as  a  propofition  that  t,hA 
United  States  fhould  furnifli  aid  to  France,  to  be  ufed  during  the 
prefent  war :  that  though  it  was  imufual  to  difclofe  indrudiofn^y 
et  we  would  declare  to  him,  that  in  addition  to  its  being  a  m* 
ure  amounting  to  a  declaration  of  war  againft  Great  Britain 9 
were  exprefsly  forbidden  by  our  indrudlions  to  take  fuch  a  ftep*  ^ 

The  minifter  faid,  in  the  tone  of  queftion,  he  fuppofed  our  «»• 
4ru£lions  were  to  do  nothing  which  would  amount  to  a  depart  **'* 
from  our  neutrality.     General  Pinckney  faid,  that  we  were    fo 
indru6led,  and  that  they  were  Hill  more  particular.     M.  Tall^J" 
rand  then  proceeded  to  argue,  that  it  would  be  no  departure  f^^^^ 
neutrality^  to  flipulate  a  loan  payable  after  the  war,  and  fpok^  ^^ 
it  clearly  as  admitting  of  application  to  immediate  ufe.     He  H*'** 
a  good  deal  of  the  fecrccy  with  which  the  tranfadlion  might    vc: 
clothed;  and  obferved  further,  that  a  loan  payable  after  the  w*r» 
would  be  a  proof  of  our  faithful  obfervance  of  the  duties  of  ^^^ 
trality,  fince  it  would  be  confidcred  as  proving  that  we  had  rejeiSl^** 
propofitions  for  an  immediate  loan.     General  Mar  (hall  repU^^ 
that  we  thought  differently  ;  that  in  our  opinion,  any  aft  on  ^^ 
part  of  the  American  government,  on  which  one  of  the  belligcr^*'* 
powers  could  raifc  money  for  immediate  ufe,  would  be  furniflU^B 
aid  to  that  power,   and   would  be  taking  part  in  the  war.    ^  ■*' 
would  be,  in   faft,  to  take  the  only  part  which,  in  the  exift*^8 
ftate  of  thingf,  America  could  take.     This  was  our  delibcr^^ 
opinion,  and  in  addition  to  it,  we  confidcred  our  inftruftionS  ** 
conclufive  on  this  point. 

Ife  obferved,  that  we  had  claims  on  the  French  governfi*^'* 
for  property  taken  from  American  citizens.  Some  of  thofe  clflt*^* 
were  probably  juft.     He  afkcd,    if  they  were  acknowledged     *T 
France,  whether  wc  could  not  give  a  credit  as  to  the  payment^   ■•*? 
for  two  years. — We  anfwered,  that  we  could.     He  then  infi»* 


that  it  was  preciftly  the  fame  thing;  that  by  fuch  an  z6t  "^. 
(hould  confcnt  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  France,  funds  to  h  1^*^. 
our  citizens  were  entitled,  and  which  might  be  ufed  in  the  pr^^^® 


r  the  y^ar.  General  Pinckney  faid  thera  Was  a  difTcrcfice 
the  cafes ;  that  fucb  prizes  were  now  a£)uall«  id  the 
f  the  French,  without  our  confent;  we  could  not^rcvent 
t  them  out ;  but  the  granting  or' not  granting  a  loan  wa$ 
Dwer.  He  repeated  his  obfervation  ;  and  General  Mar- 
,  that  the  property  for  which  naoney  was  due  toAnaerican 
from  the  French  government^  w4s  taken  into  the  poT- 
that  government  without  ai^y  co-operation  on  the  part  ef 
ed  States. 

i  of  any  fort  was  performed  bv  our  government^  which  in 
:e  contributed  to  place  thofe  funds  in  the  hands  of  France^ 
there  any  confent  towards  it ;  but  in  the  cafe  propofed# 
ould  be  the  slA  of  the  government :  the  government  couM 
ce  funds  in  the  hands  of  France,  .and  thereby  furnifli 
hich  might  be  employed  in  the  profecution  of  the  war* 

>  the  di(iin£lion  between  the  cafes ;  and  in  a  quedion  of 
Y  it  appeared  to  us  to  be  all  important.  The  miniftet 
:eeded  to  ftate  the  cafe  of  our  aflumingthe  debt  of  ouif 

and  of  paying  the  money  in  that  manner  ;  but  General 
r  and  Mr.  Gerry  told  him  we  were  pofirively  forbidden  to 
te  debt  to  our  own  citizens,  even  if  we  were  to  pay  thd 
xeclly  to  them.  He  fe^med  furprifed  at  this.  General 
'  obferved,  that,  contrary  to  ufage,  we  had  deemed  if 
in   the  exifting   (late  of  things,  to  ftate  candidly  our 

>  him,  thai  he  might  know  certainly  that  we  could  not 
or  under  any  difguife  whatever,  make  a  loan  which 
ufed  during  the  war. 

illeyrand  faid,  he  muft  refume  his  pofition,  that  thero 
IfFerence  which  he  muft  infift  upon,  between  a  loan 
mmediately  and  a  loan  payable  in  future  ;  and  he  ftill 
lere  was  no  difference  between  a  loan  payable  in  future 
Klit  for  the  money  which  might  be  due  to  our  citizens* 
ryobferved,  that  his  colleagues  had  juftlyftated  the  dif-* 
»etween  the  debt  which  will  be  due  to  the  citizens  of  tho 
tates  from  France,  in  cafe  of  her  recognifing  the  claima 
I  iball  make  in  their  behalf,  and  a  debt  which  might  arife 
an  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  that  of 
iuring  the  war.  The  one  is  the  refult  of  an  arreft  of 
>erty,  without  their  confent ;  the  other  would  be  a  volun- 
f  the  United  States,  and  a  breach  of  their  neutrality. 
an  additional  objedion  to  the  latter  ;  if  ttie  United  States 
ike  fuch  a  loan,  it  would  give  too  much  reafon  to  fup- 
their  government  had  confented,  in  a  coUufive  manner^ 
ptUre  of  4he  veifels  of  their  citizens,  and  had  thus  been 
g  France  with  fupplies  to  carry  on  the  war.  Our  in*' 
I  are  exprefs,  not  to  ftipulate  for  any  aids  to  France,  ei- 
Uy  01  indiredUyi  during  the  war* 
VII.  Nn  With 


(    374    ) 

With  rerpe<^  to  a  fecrct  ftipulatioiiy  a  loan  cannot  be  ma^ 
without  an  a£l  of  the  legiflatiire  :  but  if  the  executive  were  ade- 
quate to  ity  we  have  had  an  iiiflance  of  an  injun£lion  of  fecrccy 
on  the  members  of  the  Senate,  on  an  important  fuhjed,  which 
one  of  the  members  thought  himfelf  warranted  in  publifliing  in  • 
the  newfpaper ;  and  of  irequcnt  inftances  of  fecrets  which  have- 
otherwifc  cfcaped :   fecrecy,  in  this  inftance,  might  therefore  be 
confidered,  if  the  mcafure  was  in  itfelf  admiflible,  as  being  im' 
prafticable.     General  Marlhall  obferved,  that  we  had  confidcred 
the  fubjeft  with  great  folicitude,  and  were  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  we  could  not,  under  any  form,  make  a  loan  which  could  he 
wfcd  during  the  war ;  that  we  could  not  tell  what  our  government 
i/vould  do,  if  on  the  fpot ;  but  were  perfedly  clear,  that,  without 
additional  orders,  we  could  not  do  what  France  requefted.    Mt* 
Gerry  obferved,  that  the  government  and  nation  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  were  carneftly  folicitous  to  rcftorc 
friendfhip  between  the  two  republics  ;  that,  as  Qeneral  Marfliall 
had  dated,  we  could  not  fay  what  our  government  wotild  do,   if 
on  the  fpot ;  but  if  this  propofition  met  the  wifties  of  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  General  Marlhall  and  himfelf  had  agreed  imme- 
diately  to  embark  for  the   United  States,  and   lay  before  our 
government  the  cxifting  flate  of  things  here,  as  it  refpeflcd  o«r 
nation,  to  enable  them  to  determine  whether  any,  and  what  otli^' 
meafures  on  their  part  were  necelTary.     M.  Talleyrand  n>ade  ^ 
obfervations  on  this  propofition ;  but  Inquired  whether  we  ^^^ 
pcfted  foon  to  receive  orders.     Mr.  Gerry  mentioned  an  anf***^^^ 
he  had  received  to  a  letter  fcnt  by  him  in  November ;  and  Gene- 
ral Marfhall  Hated,  that  our  firft  difpatches  were  fent  on  bo^^. 
two  veifcls  at  Amfterdam,    on  the  20ih  of  November ;    ^^^^ 
which  M.  Talleyrand  could  form  as  juft  an   idea  as  we  co«-^»"' 
■when  an  anfwer  might  be  expeSed :  but  he  did  not  think  it  p^^ 
bable  one  would  arrive  before  a  month  to  come.     General  ^^^'^ 
Ihall  told  him,  we  knew  that  our  government  had  not  recci'*'*" 
our  difpatches  on  the  8th  of  January;  and  wc  could  not  tell  v^»'^'^ 
they  might  be  received.     He  aiked  whether  our  intelligence  C^^^  ^ 
through  Knglarid.     General  Marihall  anfwered,  that  it  did    ^^/* 
and  Cieneral  Pinckney  faiJ,  that  American  papers  as  late  aS     * 
8th  of  Tanuaiy  mentioned  the  fafl. 

There  was  fonie  convcrfation  about  the  time  when  thef<^'     ' 
ftrudVions  might  be  cxpedled  ;  and  (jcneral  Marlhall  fuggeft*^^?* 
doubt  whether  our  government  might  give  any  indrudtions.  . 

alked,  with  fome  furprife,  whether  wc  had  not  written  fcF^  *  " 
ftruAions?  And  we  anfwered,  that  we  had  not:  and  Mr.  C5'^'2 
faid  that  we  had  dated  fafts  to  our  government,  and  conc^^  *|^ 
that  nothing  more  was  neceflary.  General  Pinckney  obfe^***^^' 
that  ti.e  government  knowing  the  fa3s  would  do  what  waft  tf^  i^ 
per  i  and  that  our  applying  or  not  applying  for  irfftrudlions  ^^^^^ 
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tfr  their  condu£l.  M.  Talleyrand  then  inquired  whether 
i  not  fcnt  any  one  to  the  Uiutcd  States.  General  Pinckncy 
lo:  and  Mr.Cjcrry  added,  that  foon  after  our  arrival  wqhad 
propofitions  to  fend  one  of  our  number,  which  were,  not 
:d.  And  General  Marfhall  further  added,  that  thofe  who 
mmunicated  with  us,  had  told  us  wc  fhould  be  ordered  out 
mce  immediately;  and  we  had  fuppofed  that  we  fhould  be 
1  out  before  our  letters  could  reach  the-  government,  Mr. 
then  obfcrved,  that  the  government  of  France  muft  judge 
:lf;  but  that  it  appeared  to  him,  that  a  treaty  on  liberal 
>lcs,  fuch  as  thofe  on  which  the  treaty  of  commerce  be- 
the  two  nations  was  firfteftabliflied,  would  be  infinitely  more 
igeous  to  France  than  the  trifling  advantages  (he  could 
from  a  loan.  Such  a  treaty  would  produce  a  friendfliip 
tachment,  on  the  part  of  the-  United  States  to  France, 
would  be  folid  and  permanent,  and  produce  benefits  far 
If  to  thofe  of  a  loan,  if  we  had  powers  to  make  it.  To 
(ervation  M.  Talleyrand  ipade  no  reply.  We  parted  with- 
f  fentiment  delivered  by  the  mitiifter  on  the  fubjedl  of  our 
KMne  to  confult  our  government. 

tre  were  taking  our  leave  of  M.  Talleyrand,  we  told  him 
X)  of  us  would  return  immediate! v,  to  receive  the  inilruc* 
four  government,  if  that  would  be  agreeable  to  the'Dircc- 
if  it  was  not,  we  would  ^ait  fome  time,  in  the  expe£la* 
receiving  inftrudlions. 


from  the  French  Afinijier  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  American 

Commljfioners. 

Parls^  a8/A  Ventofe,  6th  Tear  fiith  March  1798). 

\  un^erfigned  minifter  of  the  French  republic  for  foreign 
iixs  has  laid  before  the  Executive  Diredory  the  memorial 
he  has  received  from  the  commifiioncrs  and  envoys  extraor- 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  dated  the  28th  of  Nivofe 
The  Direfiory,  defirous  of  convincing  the  United  States  of 
1  difpofitions  with  which  it  is  animated  in  regard  to  them, 
e£led  the  underfigncd  to  communicate  to  the  coaimilfioners 
roys  extraordinary  the  following  obfervaiions : 
firft  thing  with  which  the  mind  1  is  neceflarily  (truck  in  the 
ial  of  the  commifiioners  and  envoys  extraordinary  is  the 
I  which  they  have  thought  proper  to  purfue  in  the  ftate- 
»f  the  points  that  are  in  controverfy  between  the  two  dates. 
Executive  Directory,  animated  with  the  moft  conciliatory 
lions,  imprcfTed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  interefts  that  ought  to 
he  two  nations  towards  each  other,  and  eager  to  concur  in 
dUknovvn  wifh  of  the  people  of  both  countries  to  maintain 
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1  perfefi  intimacy  between  them,  had  reafon  to  expeA  that  tlie 
envoys  would  have  come  forward  with  fimilar  difpofitions  on  the 
part  of  their  government,  with  minds  aAuated  with  the  fame 
views,  and  impreflcd  with  the  fame  wilhcs.  How  great,  after 
fuch  an  expeAation,  mud  have  been  the  furprife  of  the  Execu- 
tive Diredory,  when  the  underflgned  communicated  to  them  a 
memorial,  in  which  the  commiflioners  and  envoys  extraordinaryi 
reverfing  the  known  order  of  fads,  have  ftudioiifly  pafTed  over, 
as  it  were,  in  filence,  the  jud  motives  of  complaint  of  the  French 
government,  and  difguifcd  the  real  caufe  of  the  mifunderftanding 
vhich  is  prolonging  itfelf  between  the  two  republics,  fo  that  it 
fhould  appear  from  that  partial  and  incorre£l  (latement,  that  the 
French  republic  has  no  real  grievances  to  complain  of,  no  juli 
reparations  to  require,  while  the  United  States  fhould  alone  havfe ' 
a  right  to  complain,  alone  be  entitled  to  demand  fatisfadion? 

The  motives  which  have  induced  the  preference  given  to  thii 
mode  of  proceeding  have  not  efcaped  the  DireAory.  Afit^itecl 
by  a  proper  fcnfe  of  the  dignity  of  the  republic,  whofe  interefti ' 
it  is  entrufted  with,  and  wilhing  eventually  to  guard  againft  the 
views  that  might  have  pointed  out  fuch  a  condu6t,  it  has  given  it 
in  charge  to  the  underfigncd  to  difpel  thofe  delufive  appearances^ 
vhich  indeed  muft  vaniih  before  a  candid  ftatement  of  fa£ls,  and 
as  foon  as  the  real  intentions  of  the  Directory  (hall  have  been 
folemnly  made  to  appear  in  oppofition  to  thofe  views  which  could 
only  be  unjudly  attributed  to  them  by  taking  advantage  of  their 
filence. 

It  is  an  inconteftable  truth,  which  is  entirely  kept  out  of  view 
5n  the  memorial  of  the  commiflioners  and  envoys  extraordinaiy, 
that  France  is  entitled  to  a  priority  of  complaints  and  grievances  ; 
that  thofe  complaints  and  grievances  were  rea)  as  well  as  nume- 
rous long  before  the  United  States  had  the  lead  foundation  for 
either,  and  confequently  before  any  of  the  fa  As  which  the  envoys 
have  fo  elaborately  and  minutely  difcufled  had  taken  place* 

It  is  a  no  lefs  inconteftable  truth,  that  all  the  grievances  exiii- 
biied  by  the  commiflioners  and  envoys  extraordinary,  with  fome 
exceptions,  which  the  underflgned  was  ready  to  difcufs,  are  a 
necefTary  confequence  of  the  meafures  which  the  prior  conduA  o€ 
the  United  States  had  rendered  juRifiable  on  the  part  of  the 
French  republic,  and  which  her  treaties  with  the  faid  United 
States  authorized  in  certain  cafes,  which  it  depended  upon  the 
general  goveinmcni  of  the  union  to  bring  or  not  into  exiftence* 

It  is  h^rcign  to  my  purpofe  to  enumerate  the  complaints  which 
the  French  government  had  reafon  to  make  againft  the  federal. 
governmtnt  fmce  tlie  commencement  of  the  war  excited  againft 
the  French  rept.blic  by  a  power  jealous  of  its  profpeiity  and  of  its 
regeneration,     'i'hofe  details  are  contained  in  the  numerous  ofli- 

Scial  communications  made  at  Philadelphia  by  the  minifters  of  the 
%  republic ; 
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r?piiUic ;  they  have  been  recapitulated  by  the  predccefTor  of  the 

timierfigned,  in  a  note  dated  19th  Ventofe,  4th  year,  addrelTcd  to 

the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  and 

paiticularly  detailed  in  the  official  note  of  Citizen  Adet,  dated  at 

rbiladelphia,  2;th  Brumaire,  5th  year.     Complaint  was  made 

in  (he  above  note  of  the  non-execution  of  the  only  claufes  of  the 

treitics  concluded  in  1778,  in  which  France  had  ftipulated  fome 

advantages  in  return  tor  the  efforts  which  (he  had  engaged  to 

Wtke  for  the  common  utility,   and  of  infults  which  had  bcea 

oftned  to  the  dignity  of  the  French  republic. 

Fn  fi£l,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  American 

tribunals  claimed  the  right  of  taking  cognifance  of  the  validity  of 

prizes  carried  by  French  cruifers  into  the  ports  of  the  United 

States.     It  rcfulted  from  this  pretenfion,  contrary  to  the  letter  of 

*hc  treaty  of  commerce  of  1778,  that  the  property  of  the  citizeni 

of  the  republic  was  unjuftly  detained ;   that  the   French  were 

^tirely  difcou raged  from  cruifing  in  the  American  fcas  againfE 

*n  enemy  who  was  reviving  the  mod  barbarous  laws  of  that 

»iode  of  warfare,  in  order  to  infult  and  annihilate  the  Americaa 

commerce  even  before  the  eyes  of  the  federal  government. 

Nor  was  that  government  fatisfied  with  favouring  the  enemies 

^  the  French  republic  in  a  point  of  fo  much  importance,    a 

point,  indeed,  out  of  which  fomc  abufes  might  have  arifcn,  but 

''^hich  the  French  government  Showed  itfelf  difpofcd  to  prevent; 

*hcy  went  fo  far  as  to  grant  to  the  (hips  of  the  erlemy,  contrary 

*o  the  plain  letter  of  the  above-mentioned  treaty,  an  afylum  in 

■^ne  ports  of  the  .United   States  after  having  captured  property  or 

^'^Ifcls  belonging  to  French   citizens.     Soon  after,   a  national 

floop  of  war,  at  anchor  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  was  feized» 

^J^d  her  commander  arreltcd  by  order  of  the  government.     In 

■*ke  manner  the  perfon  of  the  ex-governor  of  Guadaloupe  was 

^n-cftcd  by  proccfs  from  the   American  tribunals,  to  anfwer  a 

Complaint  founded  upon  fafls  relative  to  his  admin iftration  ;  and 

*"C  Executive  Direflory  were  obliged  to  threaten  making  ufe  of 

"^prifals  before  that  affair  could  take  the  courfe  which  was  af- 

'jgncd  to  it  by  the  law  of  nations.     During  the  whole  fpace  of 

*-'dc  of  which  a  review  has  juft  now  been  taken,  the  French 

&*Vernmcnt  endeavoured  in  vain  to  determine  the  government  of 

Mic  United  States  to  procure  to  the  agents  of  the  French  republic 

tv^  legal  means  of  carrying  into  execution  the  articles  of  the  con- 

'^lar  convention  of  1788,  which  granted  privileges  to  our  com- 

**^crcc  and  navigation,  the  principle  of  which  was  cftablilhed  by 

•he  treaties  of  1778;  and  nothing  could  be  obtained  in  this  rc- 

*,Pc£k,  but  fruitlefs  refert-nces  to  the  tribunals.     In  g(!ncral  all 

?*^^ticrs  which,  with  a  truly  conciliatory  difpofition,  might  have 

**^enfcnled  in  the  way  of  negotiation,  were  habitually  referred  to 

^^  judicial  authorities^  who,  whether  they  were  or  not  under  3 

fceitt 
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fccret  influence,  did  in  the  end,  either  deprive  the  republic 
rights  founded  upon  treaties,  or  modified  the  exercife  thereof, 
fuited  the  fydcm  adopted  by  the  Executive. 

Such  was  the  true  liate  of  things  in  the  month  of  Auguft  17 
when  the  ratiRcation  of  a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  m 
gation,  figned  at  London  in  November  preceding,  between 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  filled  the  meafure  of  thegri 
ancc&  of  the  republic. 

Wluit  had  been  till  that  period  the  condufl  of  the  French  govc 
inent  towards  the  United  States?  The  underfigned,  in  ordei 
contrad  it  with  that  of  the  federal  government,  needs  only  re 
to  mind  certain  fa£ls,  which  furely  cannot  have  been  forgotten 

Engaged  in  Europe  by  the  moft  prelling  concerns,  the  rcpu 
had  not  diredtcd  her  attention  to  the  United  States  unlefsit  wa 
give  them  frcrih  proofs  of  the  mod  fmcere  attachment  and  frie 
ihip  ;  (he  left  ii  to  her  agents  amicably  to  difcufs  with  the  f< 
ipl  government,  the  controverfies,  a  (ketch  of  which  has  juft  r 
l>een  given,  and  which,  if  they  had  been  met  on  both  fides  wii 
real  fpirit  of  conciliation,  could  not  have  altered,  to  the  pre 
degree,  tlic  good  under  (landing  of  the  parties.  Scarcely  was 
republic  conttituted  when  ihe  fent  a  minnfter  to  Philade;lp 
whofc  fird  dcp  was  to  declare  to  the  United  States,  that  t 
ihould  not  be  urged  to  carry  into  execution  the  defenfive  claufe 
the  treaty  of  alliance,  although  the  exifting  circumftances  v 
in  the,  mod  unequivocal  manner  within  the  cajuifaderu^ 
from  viewing  this  condu£l  in  its  proper  light,  the  Ameri 
government  coniidered  it  as  the  acknowledgment  of  a  right, 
in  the  fame  fpirit  the  commiflioners  and  envoys  extraordit 
have  met  this  queflion  in  the  beginning  of  their  memorial, 
minidcr  of  the  republic  at  Philadelphia,  having  given  uneafi. 
to  the  American  government,  was  recalled  with  readinefs, 
his  recall  was  attended  with  circumdances  of  extreme  fevei 
His  fucccITor  carried  to  the  United  States  all  the  reparations 
could  be  wi(hed  for,  accompanied  with  the  fincereft  and  c 
friendly  declarations. — Nothing  can  equal  the  fpirit  of  conci 
tion,  or  rather  condcfcenfion,  in  which  his  in(lru£lions  w 
drawn  up  in  relation  to  every  point  that  had  occafioned  any  ui 
fjnefs  to  the  federal  government.  Citizen  Adet,  in  the  nam* 
the  Convention,  corroborated  thofe  exprefllons  of  good-will, 
that  alFembly  itfelf  received  with  the  effufions  of  an  unboun 
confidence  and  fincerity,  the  new  miniller  which  the  Prcfi<l 
of  the  United  States  fent  to  them,  with  the  apparent  intentioi 
corrcfponding  fincercly  with  the  difpofitiOns  which  the  rcpu 
had  never  c<?afcd  to  evince. 

Yet  it  will  hardly  be  believed,  that  the  French  republic  and 
alliance  were  aflually  facrificed  at  the  very  moment  when  flic 
thus  giving  to  her  ally  increafcd  proofs  of  her  attention  aa< 
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^irif  and  that  the  correfponding  demonftrations  of  tlie  federal 
execotiye  had  no  other  view  but  to  lull  her  and  her  government 
ioto  a  deceitful  fecurity.     It  is  nevcrthelefs  well  known  at  this 
day,  that  it  was  at  that  period  that  Mr.  Jay,  who  had  been  fent 
to  London,  only,  it  was  then  faid,  in  order  to  negotiate  nrrange- 
nxm$refpediling  the  depredations  which  were  committed  by  the 
Briiidi  cruiferii  on  the  American  trade,  was  figning  a  treaty  of 
amity,  navigation,  and  commerce,  the  negotiation  and  lignaturc 
of  which  had  been  kept  a  mod  profound  fecret  at  Paris  and  at 
Philadelphia.     That  treaty  was  not  avowed  to  our  minifier  pleni- 
potentiary until  the  lalt  extremity ;  and  it  was  communicated  to 
him  only /or  form's  fake,  after  it  had  been  fanflioncd  by  the  rati- 
fication of  the  Senate.     When  the  agents  of  the  rcjiublic  com- 
plained of  that  myfterious  conduS,  they  were  anfwered  by  an 
appeal  to  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  folcmnly  efla- 
biilhed  by  the  treaties  of  1778 — a  ftrangc  mode  of  defence  againil 
a  complaint  which  the  dillimulation  which  was  ufed   proves  to 
have  bieen  hut,  too  well  grounded ;  an  infidious  fubterfuge,  which 
in  the  real  point  of  the  quedion  fubilitutes  a  general  principle, 
^hichthc  republic  could  not  be  fufpeScd  to  controvert  or  deny, 
aiH)  which  by  means  of  a  fophifm  deftroys  that  intimate  conli- 
dcDce  which  ought  to  fubfill  between  two  allies,  and  particularly 
between  the  French  republic  and  the  United  States. 

It  is  difficult  to  difcover  in  this  condu6t,  that  which  ought  to 

be  looked  for  from  a  friend.    What  fhall  we  think  of  the  treaty 

J^felf,  and  of  its  provifions  ?     That  treaty  is  at  this  day  known  to 

*ll  Europe ;  and  the  fmall  majorities  which  gave  it  fandlion  in 

bojh  Houfes,  as  well  as  the  ftrongand  numerous  expreflions  of  the 

•pinion  of  the  people  againft  it,  are  fo  many  honourable  teftimo- 

^^  in  fupport  of  the  view  which  the  French  government  has 

*>kenof  it.     The  undcrfigned  will  not  repeat  the  obfervations 

Jj*icby  his  predecclfor  on  this  treaty,  in  his  note  of  the  19th 

'^entofc  before  mentioned,  and  in  that  of  the  19th  of  Meffidor  fol- 

*®Wing;  neither  will  he  repeat  what  the  miniiler  plenipotentiary 

^1  the  republic  at  Philadelphia  fct  forth  much  at  large  in  his  offi- 

^'*1  note  of  the  25th  Biumaire.       He    will  confine  himfclf  to 

^fcrving  fummarily,  that  every  thing  having  been  calculated  in 

*Jat  treaty  to  make  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States  operate  to 

|Jc"  difadvantage  of  the  French  republic,  and  to  the  advantage  of 

^■'^gland;  and  the  federal  government  having,*  in  that  inftrument, 

?*^dc  to  Great  Britain  conceffions,  the  moil  unheard  of,  the  moft" 

V^Compatibic  with  the  interefts  of  the  United  States,  the  moft 

^^rcgatory  to  the  alliance  which  fubfifled  between  the  faid  States 

^'^^i  the  French  republic;  the  latter  has  been  perfectly  free,  in 

^fd«x  to  avoid  the  inconveniences  of  the  treaty  of  London,  to 

^^"^il  itfelf  of  the  means  of  felf-prefervation  which  the  laws  of 

***^ion«  and  prior  treaties  offered. 

Such 
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Such  arc  the  motives  which  have  prompted  the  arreH$  of  tl 
Diredory,  of  which  the  United  States  complatny  as  well  as  tl 
condtiA  of  its  agents  in  the  Welt  Indies.  All  thofe  medfwn 
are  included  in  the  article  II.  of  the  treaty  of  1785,  which  pr< 
videSy  that  as  to  navigation  and  commerce  France  (hall  alwa; 
fiand  in  relation  to  the  United  States  on  the  footing  of  the  mo 
favoured  nations.  The  Executive  Direfiory  cannot  be  blame< 
if  the  execution  of  this  eventual  claufe  has  produced  fome  incor 
veniences  to  the  American  flag.  As  to  abufes,  which  hiay  ha\ 
arifen  under  the  operation  of  that  principle^  the  undcrfigned  agai 
lepeats,  -that  he  was  ready  to  difcufs  them  in  the  moft  amicab' 
manner. 

From  this  faithful  expofition  of  the  fafls  which  have  pr^re 
iTivcIy  led  to' the  prefent  exifling  mifunderdanding  between  il 
two  republics,  it  is  evident,  as  the  undcrfigncd  obferved  in  tl 
beginning  of  this  anfwcr,  that  the  French  republic  were  fii 
aggrieved,  and  that  fuch  of  her  meafures  as  may  have  given  rk 
to  the  complaints  of  the  United  States  are,  with  a  fe.v  exce^ 
tlons,  the  natural  confcquence  of  a  (late  of  things  which  it  w 
in  their  power  to  produce  or  to  avoid. 

If  the  underfigned,  in  fetting  forth  the  complaints  of  the  repul 
licy  fhould  conhne  himfelf  to  the  treaty  of  London,  he  wou 
but  partially  fulfil  his  duty,  which  dtredls  his  attention  to  furth* 
objefls. 

From  the  moment  v  hen  tha«  treaty  was  put  into  executior 
the  government  of  the  United  States  appeared  to  think  itfelf  r 
leafed  froin  the  neceility  of  faving  appearances  towards  the  repnl 
Ik*. — Notwithilanding  tiie  reiterated  aliiirance  which  had  bee 
given  to  its  miuiilers,  that  this  treaty  (hould  make  no  change  i 
the  pre-exiAing  (late  of  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  th 
French  cruifers  were  notilicd  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1 796,  ths 
they  could  no  longer,  as  had  been  theretofore  pradifed,  be  ad 
mitted  to  fell  their  prizes  in  Uie  ports  of  the  United  Statr. 
This  decifion  was  made  by  the  federal  court  of  juftice,  an 
(rrounded  on  the  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States  an 
Great  Britain. 

The  ncwfpapers  known  to  be  under  the  imiireft  control  • 
the  cabinet,  have  fince  that  treaty  been  doubly  adive  in  their  ic 
ve6\ives  and  calumnies  againlt  the  republic;  and  againft  her  prii 
ciplcs  for  rcprcfentatives  and  agents  ;  libellous  publications  open 
paid  for  by  the  miniftcr  of  Great  Britain,  have  brought  to  vie%B 
iHider  every  fhape,  thofe  infults  and  thofe  calumnies  ;  and  fucha 
tandalous  ftate  of  things  never  excited  the  attention  of  the  gorcT" 
inent,  ^  ho  might  have  reprefTed  it.  On  the  contrary,  it  "^^ 
<;ountcnanced  by  the  public  afls  of  the  government  kfelf.  T^ 
Kxecutivc  Directory  has  fcen  itfelf  denounced  in  a  fpeech,  d^ 
vcred  by  the  Prefidcnt,  in  the  coux/e  of  the  month  of  May  (O.  £ 
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U  endeavouring  to  fpread  anarchy  and  divifions  in  the  United 
Smi,  The  new  allies  which  the  republic  has  acquired,  and 
who  are  the  fame  who  concurred  in  aflerting  the  independence  of 
(be  Americans,  have  alfo  been  infultcd  in  ofEcial  correrpondences 
"which  have  been  made  public,  and  in  the  newfpapers.  Indeed 
ituimpolTible  not  to  difcover  in  the  tenour  of  the  fpeeches,  and 
in  that  of  the  publications  which  have  been  alluded  to,  a  latent 
enmity,  which  only  awaits  a  favourable  moment  to  break  out. 

Fifis  being  thus  placed  in  their  true  light,  it  is  difagreeable  to 
be  compelled  to  think  that  the  indruftions  on  which  the  coinmif- 
fkoers  have  aAed,  have  not  been  drawn  up  with  a  fincerc  inten* 
tJOB  to  produce  a  pacific  refult;  fincc,  far  from  grounding  their 
memorial  on  fome  acknowledged  principles  or  uncontefted  fa£ts^ 
tliey  have  inverted  and  confounded  one  with  the  other,  fo  as  to 
be  enabled  to  impute  to  the  republic  all  the  misfortunes  of  a  rup- 
ture which  it  appears  to  be  intended  to  produce  by  fuch  a  line  of 
cooduA.    It  is  evident  that  the  intention  unequivocally  exprefled, 
of  maintaining,  at  every  hazard,  the  treaty  of  London,  which  is 
the  principal  grievance  of  the  republic  ;  of  adhering  to  the  fpirit 
^hich  has  produced  that  treaty  and  direfled  its  execution,  and  of 
lefafing  to  allow  to  the  republic  any  of  the  modes  of  reparation 
^hich  the  has  propofcd  through  the  underfigned,  have  di£lated 
v|n&  inftru£lions.     It  is  equally  evident,  that  there  is  no  befita- 
tion  in  facrificing  to  thcfe  foreign  fecliugs,  ihofc  which  the  trea- 
ties of  1778,  and  the  rccolledion  of  the  circumftances  in  the 
OuJftof  which  they  were  concluded,  ought  to  infpirc. 

The  remote  confcquenccs  of  fuch  a  conduct  have  not  efcapcd 
tleittcntion  of  the  Diredory.  It  iswiflied,  while  nothing  is 
^ited  which  can  prolo/ig  the  mifunderftanding,  and  even  in- 
jKafe  it,  to  throw  on  the  republic,  in  the  view  of  America  and 
*u«>pc,  all  the  odium  of  fuch  a  rupture. 

^  It  is  endeavoured  to  juftify  by  delufive  appearances,  the  pre- 
judices which  are  diflTeminatcd  at  plcafurc  again  ft  the  republic, 
fod  the  fyftem  of  exafpcration  and  alienation  which  is  purfued, 
^*  refpefl  to  her,  with  the  moft  unaccountable  pcrfcverancc.  It 
** intended,  finally,  to  feizc  the  firft  favourable  opportunity  of 
J*fummating  an  intimate  union  with  a  power,  towards  which  a 
*yotion  and  partiality  are  fliown,  which  has  long  been  the  bafis 
■  ®^  tile  conduct  of  the  federal  government. 

The  intentions  which  the  underfigned  attributes  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  are  fo  little  difguifcd,  that  nothing 
***»!  Co  have  been  neglected  at  Philadelphia  to  render  tiicm  evi- 
*'^tto  every  eye.  It  was  probably  with  this  view,  iliat  it  was 
''*^ght  proper  to  fend  to  the  French  republic,  perfons  whofe 
5*^nions  and  connexions  arc  too  well  known  to  exped  from  them 
^**pofitions  Cnccrely  conciliatory.  It  is  painful  to  the  undcr- 
"gncd  to  l)e  obliged  to  contraft  this  condudl  with  that  which  has 
Vol.  VII.  O  o  been 
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■ 

been  held  towards  the  cabinet  of  St.  Jamei^f  m  tttlai|BMi 
cumdances.     The  American  e)cecutive  wt$  anxfanrtofcT' 
London  miniders  well  known^to  poflefs  fQitimenti  lUtdkl 
objeft  of  the  million.    The  republic  liiight  hive  «^"*" 
would  fecm,  a  fimilar  deference;  and,  if  the  frme 
propriety  has  not  been  obferved  with  refpefi  to  theiBi  irl 
too  probable,  that  it  mu(l  be  attributed  to  the  views  aboit^ 
cd  out  by  the  undcrfigned. 

It  is  impofliblc  to  forefee  whither  fuch  dilpofitiofts  majf  1 
The  underfigned  ht^iitates  not  to  believe,  that  the  Americii^ 
the  French  nation,  beholds  with  regret  fuch  a  Ifaite  of  thi^fiSI 
is  forrowfully  aifeded  with  the  idea  of  its  confe^oefiOBL  '^ 
thinks  the  Americans  will  form  a  corrcA  opinion,  with  icgi 
the  prejudices  againft  an  allied  people  which  endeavooxt  baiel 
made  to  inftil  into  them ;  and  alfo  with  regard  to  the  engi 
which  it  feems  to  be  the  objed  to  prevail  upon  them  to 
to  the  injury  of  an  alliance  which  has  fo  powerfalij  conti 
tp  place  and  maintain  them  in  the  rank  of  nations;  ahdthitl 
'vi  ill  difcover  in  thofe  new  combinations  the  only  dangers  to^ 
their  profpcrity  and  national  importance  can  be  expofed. 

ImprelTed  with  the  truth  of  thefe  obfervations,  and  the 
qucnces  which  flow  from  them,  the  Executive  DireAogfJ 
authorized  the  underfigned  to  exprefs  himfelf  with  all  thetfa 
nefs  that  becomes  the  French  nation.  It  was  indifpenfiibk 
he  fliould,  in  the  name  of  the  Executive  Direfbory,  difpcl; 
mid  of  illufions  with  which  the  complaints  of  the  miniikTstfi 
French  republic  have  for  five  years  paft  been  furrounded,  wiltt 
view  to  weaken,  mifreprefent,  or  difguife  them.  He  wailbR^ 
lutcly  bound,  by  declaring  their  fcntiments  in  an  uneqoiftKi 
xnaniicr,  to  clear  up  every  doubt  and  every  falfe  interpretation  If 
which  they  might  have  been  fubjcA. 

It  is,  therefore,  folely  with  a  view  to  fmooth  the  way  to  tf 
cuITion,  that  the  underfigned  has  entered  upon  the  preceding|(^ 
pknations.  It  is  with  the  fame  view  that  he  declares  to  the  eon* 
millioncrs  and  envoys  extraordinary,  that  notwithftanding  the  Vd 
of  prejudice  which  mpy  have  been  entertained  with  rcljpefi  • 
them,  the  Executive  Direftory  arc  difpofed  to  treat  with  thtf** 
of  the  commifHonerswhofe  opinions,  prefumedtohemoreinipafbi 
promife  in  the  courfe  of  explanations  a  greater  {hare  of  tMtl)Bt|^ 
tual  confidence  which  is  indifpenfably  required.  The  underfill*' 
fiatters  himfelf,  that  this  overture  will  meet  with  no  feriousopp^ 
fition  on  the  part  of  the  comuiiflioners  and  envoys  extraiJkdiOtfT 
it  is  the  more  natural  to  cxpeS  it,  as  by  the  tcnour  of  their  po^ 
the  faid  commiflioners  and  envoys^  extraordinary  are  autbonv^'* 
negotiate  jointly  or  feparately;  lb  that  nothing  but  the  dcfijt' 
precluding  all  accommodation  could  raife  any  objeAion  $f^ 
that  mcafurei  which  moreover  is  merely  pioilit^  ovt  to  ^ 
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comipiinQncrs  tbcmrelvesy  in  order  that  nothing  may  on  this.occat. 
fion  b«ve  an  unfavourable  appearancci  and  which  evidently  has  no 
Qtbcr  cbje£l  than  to  fccure  a  happy  ifllie  to  the  negoiiation,  by 
removing  at  the  firlt  Quffet  every  thing  that  mighty  in  the  courfe  oi 
that.negotiationi  awaken  feelings  that  niight  eventually  commit  it« 
The  underligued  hopes  the  commiflioners  and  envoys  extraor- 
diovf  will  fuQii  enable  him  to  inform  the  Executive  Dircdory, 
of  their  determination.  Whatever  this  determination  may  be» 
the  undcrfigned  flatters  himfelf,  that  the  explanation  he  has  glveh 
ivill  have  placed  the  fubjed  in  its  true  light,  and  may  eventually 
ftrve  to  remove,  in  the  eyes  of  all  impartial  men,  the  uiifa- 
vofirable  impreflioo,  which  might  be  endeavoured  to  be  made  re-. 
ijpeding  the  intentions  of  the  French  republic  and  her  govern- 

He  concludes  by  renewing  to  the  commiflioners  and  envoys 
OUnm^dinary  the  aiOfurance  of  his  confideration. 

(Signed)        Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand, 


Btlicuny^  of  Hamburgh f  to  the  Editor  of  the  Ami  des  Loix,  in, 
jinfwer  to  his  Paper  of  the  2ift'Prairiai. 

fTHE  rt port  of  the  American  commiflioners  has  been  circulate! 
"**  tkroughout  all  Europe  with  great  profudon.  It  furnifhes 
fMfli  nourifliment  to  keep  alive  the  hatred  the  enemies  of  France 
fotl  agtinft  the  French  government,  by  endeavouring  to  provo^ 
tii4t  corruption  has  the  mod  powerful  influence  in  the  Diredory 
and  over  their  miniders ;  it  may  at  lead  fairly  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  report  alluded  to  originated  in  this  perfidious  intention  \  but 
without  attempting  to  defend  thofe  v/ho  Hand  in  need  of  no  de- 
fence, I  (ball  content  myfelf  with  repelling  the  injury  doiie't^ 
mc  in  that  rcporti  by  defcribing  me  in  the  charader  of  an  in-. 
triguer. 

Citizen  Talleyrand,  without  whofe  orders  I  have  done  nothings 
iaudqothing,  written  nothing,  might  very  well  midake  me  for 
maoibar,  from  the  charader  given  to  me  in  the  report  of  the  com^ 
fliiflicMiers— I  myfelf  fhould  have  been  led  into  an  error  by  it,  if 
your  journal  had  not  latelv  named  me  as  the  perfon  reprefented 
oy  the  letter  Y.  I  exped  from  your  impartiality,  that  as  you 
Imv«  hcen  the  echo  of  calumnies  againd  me,  you  will  alfo  give 
room  to  the  following  fimple  truths,  fubdantiated  by  faAs,  wliich 
I  fubcTifft  to  the  confideration  of  the  public. 

Conomercial  concerns,  in  which  it  is  well  known  I  was  en- 
fp^td,  niade  my  prefence  neceflfary  at  Paris,  where  I  had  fre- 
q«itm  opportunities  of  feeing  Citizen  Talleyrand,  with  whom  I 
va^.formcrly  pretty  intimately  acqudiinted.  One  of  my  friends,  a 
^Un  of  the  United  States,  who  had  been  informed  of  that  cir- 

O  o  2  cumdance, 
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cumftancei  came  to  entreat  me  to  commnnicate  to  that  miniftc 
certain  means  of  bringing  about  a  reconciliation  between  Franc 
and  America:  I  confented,  and  the  minifter  thought  the  pr6p( 
iition  was  not  unworthy  of  his  attention.  He  accordingly  mac 
me  immediately  acquainted  with  the  charges  of  the  Frenc 
jepublic  againd  the  Americans,  efpecially  with  thofe  that  we: 
taken  from  the  fpeech  of  the  Prefident  Adams,  of  which  he  fa 
me  a  French  tranflation,  together  with  notes  written  in  his  ovs 
hand,  refpc£^ing  explanations  and  reparations  that  he  requixo 
He  next  propofed  to  me  that  I  (hould  fee  the  commiflioners. 

A  wi(n  to  oblige  him  was  not  the  only  motive  that  determim 
my  refolution.  The  commercial  advantages  which  I  Ihould  d 
rive  from  a  treaty  of  peace,  towards  which  I  (hould  have  conti 
buted,  made  me,  I  confcfs,  fomewhat  regardlefs  of  the  refol' 
tion  I  had  taken,  not  to  intermeddle  in  political  ai&irs. 

I  waited  on  the  commiflioners;  and  the  friend  who  had  entrea 
ed  me  to  fpeak  to  Citizen  Talleyrand,  was  at  once  my  introdo 
tor  and  my  interpreter ;  for,  to  my  great  furprife,  they  dcclar 
that  they  did  not  underdand  French,  and  I  was  equally  una 
quainted  with  Englifh.  In  this  firft  conference  I  fliowedthe 
the  above-mentioned  note  of  the  minifter,  refpe&ing  the  Pre 
dent's  fpeech.  My  interpreter  wrote  down  in  French  fromwh 
I  dilated  to  him,  five  articles  which  I  conceived  might  eon(^ 
tiite  the  bafis  of  a  treaty  of  alliance:  not  a  word  did  itconta 
relative  to  any  fpecific  fum  of  money:  read  thefe  prc^fitio 
tranfcribed  literally  from  the  report  of  the  Ainerican  commi 
fioners  •.  N 


•  <*  There  is  demanded  a  formal  difavowal  in  writing,  declaring  that  t 
fpeech  of  the  Citizen  Prcfident  Banras  did  not  contain  any  thing  o^nfiTe 
tne  governmrnt  of  the  United  States,  nor  any  thing  whicn  deferved'the  el 
thets  contained  in  the  whole  paragraph :  fecondly,  reparation  is  demano 
for  tl)e  article,  by  which  it  (hall  be  declared,  that  the  decree  of  the  Dire 
tory  there  mentioned  did  not  contain  any  thing  contrary  to  the  treaty 
X778,  and  had  none  of  rhofe  fatal  confequences  that  the  paragraph  reproadi 
to  it:  tiiirdly,  it  is  demanded,  that  there  fhould  be  an  aduiowledgmeirt 
ivriting,  of  the  depredations  exercifed  on  our  trade  by  the  Engiifh  m 
French  privateers:  fourihly,  the  government  of  France,  faithful  to  t 
profeflfion  of  public  faith  which  it  has  made,  not  to  intermeddle  intheinti 
nal  affairs  of  for<'ip:n  governments  with  which  it  is  at  peace,  would  lo 
upon  this  paragraph  as  an  attack  upon  its  loyalty,  if  this  was  intended  by  t 
Preiident. — It  demands,  in  confequence,  a  formal  declaration,  tliat  it  it  fl 
the  {government  d  France,  nor  its  agents,  that  this  paragraph  jneant. 
designate.  In  confideration  of  thefe  reparations,  the  French  republic  ltd 
pofpd  to  renew  wirh  the  United  States  of  America,  a  treaty,  whidi  ft 
place  them  reciptocally  in  the  fame  (late  that  they  were  in  1778.  Byti 
fiew  treat)  France  fhall  be  placed  with  refpefl  to  the  United  States,  exa£ 
on  the  fame  footing  as  they  Hand  with  England  in  Yirtue  of  the  lafl  trei 
which  has  b^ea  concluded  between  them.  A  fecret  article  of  thlaiiew  trei 
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Norfs  that  all :  read  over  theinrholc  of  that  conference,  and 

aNbthe  rhree  other  conferences  which  I  held  under  the  defcrip-^ 

tionrf  Y.  with  the  whole  of  the  commiinoners  together.     How- 

cier  mif-ihapen  and  coiitradi£tory  the  narrative  of  thefe  converfa^- 

tioos  may  appear  under  their  pen,  you  will  perceive  that  the^ 

biie never  dared  to  accufe  me  of  having  made  a  demand  of  twelve 

hiDditd  thoufand  livres  ;  that  they  do  not  quote  a  Angle  word  of 

aiflc,  that  has  any  rcfpeft  to  fuch  a  circumftance ;  rhey  merely 

pnttsd  that  in  one  inilance  I  anfwcred  in  the  affirmative,  to  a' 

^ueltion  which  they  mention  having  put  to  me  on  this  fubje£^. 

'What!  ihall  an  accufation  of  fo  ferious  a  nature  reil  on  no 

better  foundation  than  a  gefture,  a  nod,  or  a  monofyllable,  whichf 

itoot even  fo  much  as  mentioned  ?    And  (hall  they  be  received  as 

antttfwer  to  a  queftion  put  in  a  foreign  language  which  I  do' not 

underftand  ?     The  bare  ftatcmcnt  of  fuch  an  accufation  is  fufli« 

oeat  10^  refute  it. 

With  the  knowledge  of  the  minifter,  I  had  a  fecond  confer- 
CKt  with  them,  in  which  I  propofed  of  my  own  accord,  and  as 
a  ncant  of  proving  their  attachment  to  France,  to  buy  up  fome 
Buavian  refcriptions  at  par — See  my  propofltion  as  it  is  reported 
by  tlie  commi/Iioners ;  you  cannot  difcover  a  word  in  it  refpeding 

*  pretended  douceur  for  the  offices*. 

•  The  commiffioners  were  defirous  to  tranfmit  me  a  written  an- 
Aver^read  it  over  again,  Citizen,  in  their  own  corrcfpondence, 
sod  Ay  whether  it  contains  a  fmgle  word  concerning  the  pretend- 
ed twelve  hundred  thoufand  livres  •^. 


*Diild  be  a  loan  to  be  made  by  the  United  States  to  the  French  repnbiic; 
■nd  once  agreed  upon  the  amount  of  the  loan,  it  would  be  endeavoured  to 
®*>nfiilt  the  convenience  of  the  United  States  with  rcfpedl  to  thcbeft  method 
^preventing  its  publicity." 

•■*«  M.  Y*^  faid  further,  that  if  we  defired  him  to  point  out  the  fum  which 
^•believed  would  be  fatisfaCrtk^ry,  he  would  do  fo.  We  requeued  him  to 
^^^ocsed}  and  he  faid,  that  there  were  thirty-two  millians  of  florins  of 
•Wh  refcriptions,  worth  ten  (hillings  in  the  pound,  which  might  be  a f- 
^P^toHS  at  twenty  (hillings  in  the  pound ;  and  he  proceeded  to  (Fate  to  us 
'^  ocnaimy,  that,  after  a  peace,  the  Dutch  government  would  repay  us 
'Pe  money,  (o  that  we  fhould  ultimately  lofc  nothing;  and  the  only  opera- 
^•nof  the  meafure  would  be  an  advance  from  us  to  France  of  thirty-two 
'•^iUioni  on  the  credit  of  the  government  of  Holland." 

+  ««  We  committed  immediately  to  writing  the  anfwer  we  propofed,  in  the 
''^Iqwing  words :  *  Our  powers  refpetlin^  a  treaty  are  ample;  but  the  pro- 
Potion  of  a  loan  in  the  form  of  Dutch  relcriprions,  or  in  any  other  form,  it 
"^t  within  the  limits  ot  our  in(lru6lions.  Upon  this  point  therefore  the 
^vemment  muit  be  confulted  :  one  of  the  American  minifiers  will,  for  the 
Purpofc,  forthwith  embark  for  America,  provided  the  Directory  will  fuf. 
P^iidall  further  captures  on  American  vellels,  and  will  fufpend  proceedings 
^■^  thofe  already  captuied,  as  well  as  where  the  decifions  have  not  yer  been 
^^■Vtered ;  and  that  «  here  fales  have  been  made,  but  the  money  not  yet  been 
deceived iy  thc.captors,  it  (hall  not  be  paid  until  the  preliminary  quefiions 
^^<^cd  to  tlie  mixuiters  of  the  United  States^  be  difcuOed  and  decidrd'." 

Permit 
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Pcnnil  me  here  to  corre6l  and  to  animadvert  on  a  very  fttli 
millake:  ir  fpeaking  of  that  anfwer  of  the  commiflioners,  ) 
by^  **  When  an  attempt  is  made  to  confide  to  Y.  the  negative  anfv 
to  kis  propofition  of  twelve  hundred  thoufand  livres^  he  (krii 
from  undertaking  it ;  and  he  is  compelled  to  confefs,  from  a  k: 
of  (hame,  that  the  propofition  comes  neither  from  the  Oirefic 
nor  even  from  the  minifter,  but  that  it  comes  merely  from  himfei 

What  levity,  what  injuilice  does  not  this  paragraph  betray^ 
"which  you  fo  inconfiderately  difpofe  of  the  reputation  of  an  boi 
man! 

Perufe  once  more  that  anfwer,  or  get  it  explained  to  you»  i 
you  (ball  hot  difcover  in  it  one  fingle  word  refpedling  that  p 
tended  propofition  of  a  fum  to  be  paid  for  attaining  the  endi 
corruption.  Read  over  the  whole  conference,  and  you  will  p 
ceive  that,  from  the  very  outfet,  I  hold  out  the  idea  of  a  pisrcli 
of  Batavian  refcriptions  as  my  private  Individual  opinion ;  t 
then,  perhaps,  you  will  repent  of  the  injury  you  have  done  m 

Finally,  a  third  conference  took  place  on  the  30th  of  Odob 
I  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  American  commiflioners  a  ps 
containing  feven  articles,  among  which  is  to  be  found  the  p 
pofed  purchafe  of  Batavian  refcriptions,  'but  not  one  word  b 
neither,  of  the  twelve  hundred  thoufand  livres  *» 

Obferve,  Citizen,  that  in  each  conference  I  invariably  flai 
by  declaring- '*  a  circumftance  not  denied  by  the  commiflMm 
themfelves,  that  I  did  not  pretend  to  any  public  chara^r;  t 
I  did  not  infinuate  any  connexion  whatever  with  the  DiKdoi 
that  I  was  not  known  to  any  of  its  members ;  and  that  I  too 

?art  in  thefe  conferences  merely  out  of  complaifance  for  Citis 
i^alleyrand,  who  was  (tudious  to  devife  every  poflible  meam 
fecuring  an  honourable  peace  between  the  two  nations." 

Have,  therefore,  the  candour  to  confefs,  that  a  man  «d 
quainted  with  the  Directory,  without  poffefliing  any  weight  n 
any  of  its  members,  and  who  cannot  fairly  be  regarded  as  attefs 
rng  to  impofe  upon  the  world,  is  not  a  perfon  of  fufficient  coi 
deration  to  be  bought  at  the  price  of  twelve  hundred  thoofi 
livpet. 


•  "  I.  That  the  envoys  fhould  remain  in  France  fix  niortftis  on  the  fi 
etiquette  as  the  Portuj^iefe  minifter.  a.  That  a  commtflion  of  fire  Ac 
decide  on  the  reclaroations  of  the  Americans  relative  to  prizes.  3.  1 
the  American  government  tffiall  pay  the  indemnifications  to  the  Ameri 
creditors  of  the  Krench  republic  m  the  firft  inflance  :  the  French  to  re 
in  future.  4.  One  of  the  envoys  fhall  return  to  America  to  d«mandp^ 
to  purchafe,  for  cafh,  thirty-two  millions  of  Dutch  re(£nptionf«  5.  In 
interval,  the  definitive  treaty  to  proceed,  and  to  be  ready  for  fignatniv 
the  return  of  the  envoy.  6.  Tho  queflioii  of  tiie  rote  d'eoutfage  to  rerr 
fufpendcd  until  his  return.  7.  Hofttlities  to  be  fufpendea  for  fix  moni 
during  the  going  and  the  return  of  the  cnivoy.'» 

S 
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Skill  it  be  faid,  that,  availing  myfelf  of  my  acquaintance  ^ith 
rte  miniftery  1  endeavoured  to  make  good  fome  claim  to  that 
fmnf  The  narrative  of  the  commiflioners  is  an  additional  argu« 
nentto  prove  the  abfurdity  of  that  imputation.  You  may  there 
toi,  that,  convinced  of  the  inutility  of  intermediate  conferences^ 
I  wiked  upon  Mr.  Gerry,  to  entreat  him  to  aik  for  a  perfonal 
iirtenriew  with  Citizen  Talleyrand,  the  minidcr ;  that  I  mjfelf 
CDoduded  him  to  the  houfc  of  that  minifter,  praying  him  to  ac- 
^ifft  (he  minifter,  without  any  exception,  with  the  whole  of 
tiiepropofitions  or  demands  that  had  been  made  to  him.  And 
kity  indeed,  is  it  that  I  have  to  appeal  to  Mr.  Gerry  himfelfy 
befeeching  him  to  do  homage  to  that  truth  ;  to  have  the  gopdnefa 
to  layi  whether  he  was  filent  on  any  propolition  ;  whether  ho 
vn  confcious  of  the  lead  polfiblc  omiflion ;  and  whether  I  did 
BOt  exprefs  myfelf  in  terms  of  thanks  for  his  very  pimdilious 
cndnefs:  and  what  was  the  anfwer  of  Citizen  Tallevrand? 
nunely,  That  the  in(lru£lions  given  by  mc,  Bellamy,  to  Mr. 
Genv,  were  exad,  and  that  he  con  Id  always  rely  upon  them  *• 

What  then,  might  1  aflc  with  fome  degree  of  artoniOiment— 
^t  then  are  the  political  views  of  Mr,  Gerry,  when,  not- 
vithftanding  the  preceding  fa£ls,  he  fo  tardily  accufcs  me,  in  his 
kltcrof  the  31ft  May,  of  not  having,  as  far  as  he  knew,  pro- 
doced  any  confidential  powers,  any  document,  of  any  nature 
vbtfoever,  and  confequently  of  being  a  perfon  who  came  fur- 
^rd  in  a  very  qucftionablc  unauthorized  (liape  ? 

But  I. myfelf  am  heregnilty  of  injufticc  towards  the  American 
^miflioner.  It  is  not  he,  but  you,  Ciiizcn,  who  brand  me 
^ih  the  odious  fufpicion  of  being  a  hireling  negotiator,  while 
ypturown  journal  contains  a  proof  that  Mr.  Gerry  exonerates  mc 
'nmi  any  fuch  imputation. 

**  Mr.  Gerry,"  you  fay,  **  has  pofitively  declared,  in  one  of  his 
Alters,  that  do  citizen  authorized  by  the  minifler,  has  faid  a 
'yUa^le  to  him  that  carried  with  it  the  moft  remote  intimation  of 
Uie  propofition  of  difburfmg  money  for  the  purpofcs  of  corrup- 
tHm,"— Say,  therefore.  Citizen,  that  I  am  the  pfsfoii,  or  that 
Mr.  Gerry  points  out  a  perfon,  who,  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
^Ms  negotiation,  has  been  more  accredited  than  I  was  by  the  minif- 
^^  to  treat  with  Mr.  Gerry — ^All  the  inftrudlions  of  Mr.  Bellamy 
^cxaft,  and  you  may  always  confide  in  them.  Conneftthis 
fc^inal  authorization  of  the  miniftcr  with  what  Mr.  Gerry  has 
Glared  pofitively,  and  again  you  muft  vent  a  repentant  figh  for 
w  injury  you  have  done  me. 

How  alfo  does  it  come  to  pafs.  Citizen,  that  you  mention  in 
^*nniof  praife,  the  exertions  made  by  the  minifter  of  the  foreign 
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departmcntto  extricate  the  comml  (Goners  from  their  embarrafJis 
fituation,  and  that  in  the  fame  numl)er  of  your  journal  you  cri 
minate  me  for  liaving  co-operated  with  his  defircs  ? 

As  a  condition  previous  to  acknowledging  the  cominifllioiiersy 
called  upon  them,  you  fay,  for  certain  explanations  of  fome  pSL. 
fages  evidently  infulttng  to  the  French  republic,  which  were  & 
tinguifhable  in  the  fpeech  of  the  Prcfident  of  the  United  State 
]^ut  foon  he  was  dcfirous  to  fpare  them  the  embarralTmeDt  **  4 
thefe  difavowalsy  and  gave  them  to  underiland  that  an  oifer  mam 
by  them  to  purchafe  a  certain  quantity  of  Dutch  refcription 
would  be  regarded  as  a  friendly  ad  on  their  part :  iiually,  he  coa 
plained  of  not  feeing  them,  and  feemed  anxious  to  hold  coafe 
cuces  wiih  Mr.  Utrry/' 

Here,  then,  is  a  precife  analyfis  of  all  that  I  have  faid,  tvritt^ 
or  done  in  the  three  conferences  which  I  held  with  the  conan^J 
iicmers.  Be  therefore  confiftent  with  yourfelf,  Citizen  ;  e^th^ 
rclraft  the  well-merited  praifes  which  you  bellow  on  the  pacL  1 
intentions  of  the  miniiler,  a^id  on  the  (leps  which  he  ordered 
be  taken,  or  confefs  that  this  man,  who  was  the  faithful  oi;^: 
of  his  intentions,  and  who  followed,  with  the  mod  fcrupulo 
eicadncfs,  the  inltruclions  he  had  received,  by  no  means  deform 
the  cruel  reproach  with  which  you  load  him. 

And  herd  would  conclude  my  anfwer,  had  I  not  to  notice  a.i 
reprobate  the  levity  or  the  inconllftency  with  which  the  comim 
iioners,  in  their  report,  turn  againft  me  the  overtures  whicN 
vas  charged  by  Citizen  Bcaumarchais  to  make  to  them  in  1 
name.  1  had  fccn  him  at  Hamburgh,  and  I  had  kept  up  a  co^ 
mercial  intercourfc  with  him.  Having  been  informed  by  « 
commiflioners  ihemfelvcs  of  my  intercourfe  with  him,  he  wr^ 
to  me,  and  his  letter  is  in  my  poirellion,  praying  me  to  prop^ 
to  Mr.  MarQiall,  who  had  been  his  counfel  in  Virginia,  ii»- 
lawfuit  for  nearly  fifty  ihoufand  pounds  fterling,  gained  in  tB 
UtA  indancc  by  his  abilities,  to  buy  up  his  claims  at  fifty  thoufa. 
pounds  fieri ing  lofs. 

I  made  that  propofition  in  perfon  to  Mr.  Marfliall  ;  he  co^ 
mimicatcd  it  to  Mr.  (Jerry,  who  was  prefent,  and  then  my C 
converfcd  upon  it  with  the  latter  ;  both  of  them,  who  had  b^ 
fludying  French  for  two  months,  thought  they  underdood  it  fik 
ficiently  not  to  require  the  ailiitance  of  an  interpreter  ^  unfortf 
nately  for  me,  it  proved  otherwife,  fince  neither  of  them  undtf 
flood  in  the  fame  manner  the  propofition  wiiich  I  had  made 
them,  as  clearly  appears  from  the  note  of  Mr.  Marfliall  of  • 
i8ih  December: — *<  Cicneral  Pinckncy  and  Mr.  Gerry  met  tog 
ther  at  my  houfe ;  Mr.  Gerry  gave  us  a  detailed  account  of  * 
converfation,  of  which  mention  is  made  in  our  public  Ictt::. 
The  propofitibn  relative  to  the  reclamation  of  M.  Beaumarcl^ 
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\s  altogether  difFercnt  from  what  I  had  conceived  of  it,  in  confe- 
qucace  of  what  M,  Y.  had  toki  me." 

Ami  des  Loixy  which  has  conftantly  kept  up  the  unconciliating 
clarader  of  the  commiffioners,  their  diiFerent  views,  their  pre- 
judices again  fl  France,  the  diiiike  of  two  of  them  to  peace,  in- 
flead'of  endeavouring  to  degrade  my  character,  might  have  donq^ 
niejuftice  by  obferving  on  this  paragraph,  which  evidtntly  charges 
the  commilFioners  with 'a  mi(iake,  or  with  the  political  falfifica^ 
tioR  of  the  fads. 

Eight  or  ten  days  after  the  audience  I  procured  for  Mr,  Gerry* 
"vrith  Citizen  Talleyrand,  F  went  to  dine  with  the  commiffioner^- 
in  company  with  this  minitler.  The  following  decade  I  ag^ln 
dined  with  Mr.  Gerry  at  the  miniver's  houfe,  fifteen  days. having 
ehpfed  without  any  reciprocal  communication.  Mr.  Gerry  prayed 
m  to  call  upon  him  at  his  houfe,  but  I  refufed  it,  as  contrary 
t€  the  inclination  of  Citizen  Talleyrand. 

A  few  days  after,  he  thought  proper  that  I  fliould  return  tq 
Mr.  Gerry's.  Mr.  Gerry  then  again  entreated  me  to  givQ  biit^  vk, 
vrrittcn  copy  of  what  I  conceived  to  be  the  lad  intentions  of  the 
rainifter.  I  did  fu  in  four  articles,  without  the  lead  mention  of 
tkpretended  fum  for  purpofes  of  corruption.  Mr;  Gerry  Is  iu 
pdeflion  of  that  note  in  my  hand-writing. 

A  few  days  after  Mr*  Gerry  called  upon  me.  He  exprefle<i  a 
dcGre  to  have  a  new  private  interview  with  Citizen  TallcyrMp4li 
^Ui  favour  I  requefled  and  obtained,  and  I  intimated  it  in  writing 
*o  Mr.  Gerry,  who  wrote  me  a  letter  of  thanks  on  the  occafion* 
That  letter  is  in  my  hands.  Mr.  Gerry  paid  me  another  vifit, 
Pnjing  me  to  folicit  a  new  interview,  which  was  granted,  and  I 
have  his  anfwer  exprcHive  of  his  thanks. 

Thus,  from  the  day  on  which  I  firft  conduced  Mr.  Gerry  to 
"Citizen  Talleyrand's  houfe,  I  had  been  with  him  five  times.  I 
S^ve  a  note  into  his  hands.  We  have  written  feveral  letters  to 
^ach  other,  and  I  call  upon  him  to  publifh  mine. 

Again,  let  me  repeat  it,  the  man  who  would  have  dreaded  the 
^ooimiinication  of  an  improper  demand,  would  he  have  been  the 
pcrfonto  propofe  interviews  with  the  miniller  ?  Would  he  h^e 
^^xioufly  ftept  forward  to  folicit  them  at  the  infligation  of  others, 
^1  nthcr,  .would  he  not  have  exerted  himfclf  to  prevent  their 
Publiciiv  ? 

Onihe  7th  of  February  I  quitted  Paris.  Two  months  after 
*  fciurncd  thither.  Immediately  on  my  arrival  I  was  again  en- 
vied to  commune  with  the  miniftcr  on  the  cmbarrafling  fijua- 
•»on  of  the  commiffioners.  This  I  declined,  bting  furnilh^ 
^'Wl  proofs  that,  cxcepMiig  Mr.  Gerry,  they  entertained  no  lin- 
^•'^  Intention  of  a  conLiliaiiou  between  the  two.governnients ; 
^^^  here  concluded  my  interwourfe  with  thei% though  1  continued 
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fix  weeks,  during  which  time  I  vifited  Citizen  Talleyrand  at  k 
thneetintea  every  week. 

I  hawfiroived  that  1  never  made  any  demand  of  a  fpedfic  It 
of  inonf  y  from^  the  American  court,  and  that  the  very  convei 
dmiy  attd  that  the  recital  of  my  conferences  with  them  in  tb 
<iwfi  priaHKl  oorrefpoodencey  did  not  lay  that  accusation  to  i 
dWfle* 

I  nave  proved  that  I  have  been  authorized  bv  the  minificn 
Ibeepuptms  correfpondence  with  the  commiiConers ;  that  M 
Gerry  was  ceruin  of  it ;  and  that  my  inftnifHons,  uniformly  e 
aAy  had  only  for  their  objed  an  honourable  peace  between  t 
twd  republics^ 

In  a  word,  I  have  expluned  the  miftake  into  which  Mr.  Ma 
fiiall  had  fallen,  relative  to  the  particular  propofition  which 
was^hamd  to  make  him ;  and  I  have  (hown  that  this  miib! 
alone  might  have  been  the  pretext  for  the  accufiuion  broug 
gpdnft  me. 

I  imagine  that  I  have  enabled  you  alfo  to  conclude,  that  I  i 
not  deferve  the  teftimony  which  the  conuniffioners  bear  to  my  k 
wardnefs  in  courting  interviews  with  them,  fince:  it  was  di 
themfelves  who,  after  the  three  firft  conferences,  came  and  wik 
upon  me^  and  that  I  finally  expreflfed  a  firm  refolmion  ofbcsni 
M  jmrt  in  the  intercourfe  with  the  minifier. 

i  deferved  to  have  met  with  friends,  and  I  am  certain  that  t 
confidence  they  would  repofe  in  me,  would  repel  the  injury' th 
4one  to  my  chara£ter.  I  feel  called  upon  to  juftify,  in  the  S) 
of  the  prejudiced  and  indifferent,  the  kindnefs  they  beftow  up 
me  ;  and  if  I  have  fucceeded  in  reprefling  the  rifing  fentimcnts 
indignation — if  I  have  fubmitted  to  the  humiliating  taflc  of  pb 
tng  againft  calumny,  it  is  in  order  to  fulfil  this  facred  duty-Ht 
in  order  to  expiate,  in  fome  meafure,  by  this  painful  eifort,  i 
the  too  eafy  confidence  with  which  I  imprudently. flatteredmjrfi 
that  I  was  promoting  the  advantages  of  commerce  and  the  en 
of  hunianity. 

ffamiurgby  June  a  j,  1 79s* 


Cffif  9f  a  Letter  frem  M.  Ckffiny  Efq.  Dani/b  Conful  tff  JP^ 
/#  Thomas  Muldrup^  Efq.  Danijb  Conful  at  Leitb. 

TN  conformity  to  the  meffiige  fent  by  the  Executive  Dire£U 
''  the  4th  of  January,  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundrd,  the  i 
Council  decreed,  the  nth  inftant,  as  yon  will  pleafe  to  obfi 
by  the  following  extrad  from  the  fitting  of  the  2ad  t^^ 
**  That  all  vtflels'fcund  on  the  feas,  loaded  in  part,  or  in  wb 
with  produds  or  merchandife  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  her  pd' 
fionS|  will  be  declared  as  legal  prizes,  without  regard  to  the  ] 
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foot  to  whom  fuch  produAs  or  merchandife  may  belong.**    ThU 

ifecreef  however,  has  not  the  force  of  law,  until  approved  of  by 

tke  Council  of  Elders  ;  but  as  I  have  no  doubt  that  thefe  violent 

aod  unjuft  meafures  againft  neutral  veflels  and  cargoes  will  bt 

&nAiooed  and  put  in  execution^  1  haften  to  acquaint. you  of 

them,  and  to  beg  of  you  to  put  all  our  navigators  on  tbeir  guard 

Attn  approaching  the  ports  or  coaft  of  France  with  xb^  produfis 

or  oierchandife  of  Great  Britain^  until  the  French  govern^ient 

dunge  its  principles,  as  I  flatter  myfelf  it  w  ill  do.     ft  would  be 

Rodering  an  important  lervice  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft  India  trader 

were  you  to  inform  them  of  the  danger  they  run  in  approachins 

tk  coaft  of  France ;  and  I  have,  to  requeft  that  you  woidd  itnd 

out  circulars  by  the  firft  (hips  (ailing  for  thefe  parts  to  duu  pur« 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  Sec. 


Utafrpm  Citizen  Bemadotu,  Amhafjaior  from  the  frmck  X^ftMii 
to  tbi  Court  of  Fiama,  to  Af,  Baron  do  Thwgutw 

'THE  ambaiTador  of  the  French  republic  infprmsM.dcThnguf, 
^  that  at  the  very  moment  he  is  vrriting  this  note^  a  fiinatical 

£ace  dare  to  form  an  aflemblage  before  the  gate  of  his  re(i« 
.  The  motives  that  animate  the  aflemblage  cannot  be  the 
oljeft  of  the  flighted  doubt,  becaufe  feveral  (tones  have  been 
thown  at  the  windows  of  the  houfe  which  the  ambaiTador  occu« 
pin.  Indignant  at  fuch  infolence,  he  entreau  M.  de  Thugut 
to  order  inftantlv  the  neceflary  refearches,  in  order  that  the  au* 
Aors  may  be  diicovered^  and  puniflied  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may 
fate  for  an  example.  The  ambaflador  doubts  not  that  his  re« 
chmations  will  be  attended  to  with  all  the  fpeed  which  they  ought 
to  inTpire,  and  that  in  future  the  police  may  be  vigilant  enough 
to  prevent  every  fimilar  fcene,  which  cannot  be  renewed  without 
iwohring  in  it  the  moft  ferious  confequences :  (ince  it  b  the  firm 
Intention  of  the  ambaflador  to  repel  with  energy  the  flij^teft 
iofulti  much  more  fuch  fcandalous  exceflirs. 

(SienedJ  BfiRHASiOTTfi. 

14  Germinal  [lyh  April  1798;. 

P.  S.-^M.  de  Thugut  is  defired  to  remark,  that  there  is  nuicb 
<^tfba  to  complain  of  the  agents  of  the  police*  Several  in^ 
riJoals,  who  laid  that  they  were  employed  by  the  poIicCf  were 
|equired  to  difperfe  the  aflemblage ;  but  inftead  of  fulfilling  the 
UKentions  of  the  ambaflador,  they  remained  cool  fpedators  of 
^  revolting  diforders* 

P  p  a  SttottR 
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,  .  I  ,  ,  Second  NotCf  ■    • 

'  •  THE  ambafTador  of  the  French  republic  informs  anew  M.dc 
Thiigut,  -that  the  frenzy  of  the  people  is  fuch,  that  all  the  panel 
of  glafs' bf  thii 'houfe  have  been  broken  by  the  ftones  thrown 
Sij^iniFttiem.'  He  advifes  him,  that  the  affemblage  is  already  in- 
crta'fed  to  upwards  of  three  thbufand  perfons,  and  that  the  guards 
Iri '^he  environs  of' the  houfe,  far  from  protefting  it,  remain  ap- 
pfoVing  fpe^atqrs.  of  the  caprice  and  fury  of  the  people— their 
inerthefs  encourages  them.  The  ambafTador  cannot  but  beiievei 
ifflat  this  "fcandalous  fcene  is  tolerated,  or  rather  excited,  by  the 
authorities  which  adopt  no  mcafurcs  to  put  an  end  to  it.  He 
fees'  with*" as  ifniich  pain  as  regret,  that  the  dignity  of  the  French 
people  is  wounded  by  the  infult  offered  to  the  ambaflador,  who 
has  vainly  invited 'the  crowd  to  feparate  and  retire  peaceably  to 
tb^ir  hatojUi?n5.  .  At  the  very  moment  in  which  the  ambaflador 
is  writing,  the  fury  of  the  populace  is  fuch,  that  the  gates  have 
been  broieen  by  the  (tones  thrown  againfl  them, and  that  in  prefenc< 
of  the  gu»rch  :'*the  tri -coloured  ftandard  has  jufl  been  torn  awa] 
l}]r  the  mutioous  populace.  .  The  ambaflador,  not  being  abl 
\o' remain  longer  in  a  country  where  the  moft  facred  la^ 
are  vk>latcd^  where  the  mod  facred  treaties  are  trodden  undc 
feet,  demands  of  M.  de  Thugut  a  pafljport  to  return  to  Fran< 
with  all  the  legation  ;  unlefs  M.  dc  Thugut,  reproving  this  vie 
lation  of  the  rights  of  nations,  would  prefer  proclaiming  in  tt 
Jlreets  of  Vienna,  that  the  Auflrian  governincnt,  having  tak< 
x>o  part  in  the  infolts  and  outrages  cxcrcifcd  againft  the  Frenc 
republic,  formally  difnvows  them  ;  and  direfts  that  the  autbc? 
and  accompHces.be  fought  after  and  punidicd  inanexempla. 
manner.  On  this  condition  alone,  and  witli  an  obligation  c 
ihe  part  qi-  the  Auftrian  govcrnuKnt  to  replace  the  tri-colourc 
ftandard,  and  to  caufe  it  to  be  h  )iiKd  by  a  civil  or  military  offici 
in  the  houfe  of  the  Frericli  ambi^lFuilor,  the  ainbaflador  can  re 
main.  M.  dc  Thugut  mufl  fee  tliat  the  time  prcflcs,  that  tl 
moments  are  precious,  and  that  therefore  he  owes  to  the  ambaJ 
fador  a  prompt  and  categorical  reply  to  all  the  points  of  hisdc 
mand.  The  ambafTador  be  fides  ohferves  to  M.  de  Thugut,  th: 
ieveral  perfons  of  the  legation  have  been  obliged  to  rclcafe  then 
felvesfrom  the  fury  of  the  populace  fvvord  in  hand. 

(Signed)  Berkadotte. 


Third  Noti. 


THE  ambaflador  of  the  French  republic  informs  M.dcThi 
gut,  that  the  tumult  and  excefles  of  all  kinds  have  Iafl:ed  f 
five  hours  ^  that  no  police  officer  has  yet  been  to  him  j  that  a  f 
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nons  populace  is  in  poflcflion  of  diflTcrent  parts  of  his  habitation^ 
where  ihc  feditious  break  every  thing  they  meet  with ;  that  the 
ambaflador,  the  fecretaries  of  legation,  the  officers  and  French 
citizens  who  were  with  him,  are  obliged  to  retire  to  an  apart- 
ment, where,  with  the  difpofition  that  chara£ierizes  French  rc- 
pubFicans,  they  await  the  event. 

The  ambalFador  can  no  longer  remain  in  an  unhofpitable  city,, 
'ffhcre  they  violate  in  fo  rrif,htful  a  manner  the  principles  that 
unite  nations,  the  rights  of  people  confcxrated  by  the  refpeft  of 
all  civilized  pcrfons  ;  he  rtquiics  liis  Imperial  Maje(ly*s  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs  to  fend  liirn  the  neccffary  paflports  for  himfelf 
and  for  Ml  the  Frenchmen  who  are  to  go  with  him.  The  fending 
of  this  paflport  ought  to  be  hadened  fo  much  the  more,  becaufe 
the  crowds  on  the  point  of  breaking  into  the  room  where  the 
French  citizens  wail  for  it,  drew  back  only  at  the  moment  in 
which  fome  fcrvants  were  obliged  to  ufe  fire-arms  againd  them. 

(Signed)       Bernadotte. 

P.S.  This  laft  note  which  the  ambaflfador  of  the  French  re- 
public deftines  for  M.  de  Thugiit,  is  fufficiently  marking  in  its 
^hjcA  for  him  not  to  perceive  that  it  is  the  third  which  will 
have  been  addreffed  to  him^  without  any  reply  having  followed 
tb(  two  firft. 

Reply  o/M,  deThugutj  l^th  Jpnl  1798. 

IT  is  with  infinite  pain  that  the  minider  for  foreign  affairs 
^M  learnt  the  diforders  which  are  the  fubjedl  of  the  notes  which 
the  citizen  ambailador  of  the  French  republic  has  addreffed  to  him 
this  evening.     The  minifter  will  make  an  exadl  report  to  his  Im- 
perial Majefly,  and  he  doubts  not  that  he  will  feel  much  difpleafure. 
The  citizen  ambalTador  may  be  perfuaded,  that  no  means  fhall 
"C  ncgledled  to  examine  into  the  events  of  this  evening  with  all 
'■*  rigour  prefcribed   by  juftice,    and  with  the  fmcere   intercft 
^Wch  the  Auftrian  government  will  ever  attach  to  the  cultivation 
^thc  amity  fo  happily  re-eflabli(hed  between  the  two  powers. 

(Signed)  The  Baron  de  Thugut. 


JVe/tf  addreffed  by  the  Ambijfador  Bernadotte  to  the  Emperorm 

^  KiS  Imperial  Majefty  cannot  fail  to  have  been  informed  of 
|P^  excefles  com  mi  ted  again  (i  the  embaffy  of  the  French  repub- 
J*^«  Three  fucceilive  notes  have  been  addreffed  by  the  ambalTador 
^  M»  Baron  de  Thugut,  to  announce  to  him  ttie  beginning  and 
P*^rcfs  of  the  tumult.  He  has  feen  all  the  period  of  danger 
J'^pfe  without  receiving  any  anfwer  ;  and  it  was  not  till  three  in 
^^  morning  that  he  received  at  length  a  note  very  little  calculated 

to 
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to  ftilfil  his  expe£l^tion«  So  extraordinary  a  condud 
•mbaflkdor  of  the  French  republic  in  the  utuation  of  i 
Imperial  Majeftj  to  c^ufe  the  different  notes  ient  to  h 
for  foreign  ailairs  to  be  I^id  before  him*  It  b  with  i 
he  entreats  his  Imperial  Majefty  to  obferve,  that  aroonf 
ber  of  his  reclamations  is  the  demand  of  paflports^  of 
is  forced  to  make  life  to  go  and  receive  the  orders  of  ti 
meat  to  which  he  has  the  honour  to  belong*  In  remc 
this  refidenee  he  (ball  carry  with  him  the  confolatory  c 
liaving  negle£ked  nothing  to  convince  his  Imperial  t 
the  pacific  and  amicable  difpofitions  which  tne  Freni 
ment  entertains  with  regard  to  htm.  Another  motiv 
feAion  is  derived  from  the  perfuaiion^  that  his  Imperii 
is  deeply  affli&ed  by  the  attack  direded  againft  the  rep 
of  a  friendly  government ;  and  that  all  the  meafures 
circumitances  required  would  have  been  immediately  a 
the  intentions  of  his  Imperial  Majeity  had  been  fait] 
'filled.  The  ambaflador  hopes  that  the  future  will  cc 
opinion  in  a  fignal  manner,  and  that  a  juft  reparation 
to  the  Executive  Dire&ory  of  the  French  republic^  ih 
perial  Majefty  forms  wi/hes  as  fincere  as  they  do  dot 
tenance  of  good  underftanding  between  the  two  oaliops 

(Signed)  Be  RITA] 

2$  Girmtnal  (14  April). 


Anjwer  of  the  Imperial  ATiniJier^  Count  C$llored9y  to  the  i 

THE  minifter  of  the  cabinet,  Count  Colloredo,  1 
nour,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  his  Imperial  M 
Emperor,  to  fignify  to  the  citizen  ambaflador  of  the  \ 
public,  that  his  Majefty  has  heard,  with  much  uneafin 
excefles  and  diforders  committed  in  the  preceding  night 
Majefty  was  no  fooner  informed  of  them,  than  he  fi 
orders  both  to  the  commandant  of  the  troops  and  the  1 
police  ;  and  from  their  known  zeal  there  can  be  no  dc 
intentions  having  been  fulfilled,  as  far  as  circumftan 
permit ;  that  the  Emperor  hopes  the. citizen  amhaifadi 
perfift  in  the  Iteps  he  mentions,  bur  will  confider  the  i 
encies  likely  to  arife  from  any  report  of  a  difagreeinep 
the  two  poweis  ;  a  report  which  the  departure  of  the  8 
from  Vienna  could  not  fail  to  excite  ;  that  his  Majel 
dered  the  Count  de  Saurau  and  Baron  Degelman  to  repi 
courfe  of  the  day,  to  the  citizen  ambaflador,  in  order 
lights  upon,  and  to  verify  all  the  facts,  and  to  remt 
motive  of  complaint  on  his  part,  to  the  fatisfaflion  of  j 
The  Emperor,  in  commanding  the  underfigned  to  .te 
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Ted&ients  to  the  atnbaflador,  has  alifo  direded  him  to  add  his. 
aflbnbces  of  his  Maje(ly*s  unalterable  rerolution  to  prcferve  die 
iiieodlBip'  and  good  underftanding  fo  happily  eftabllfhed  between 
die  tvb  bowers  \  a  refolution»  the  fincerity  of  which  is  placed 
Bqohd  au  'doubt,  by  the  pun&uality  with  which  his  Majelty  has 
Ottplied  with  alt  ihe  ftipulations  of  the  treaty  ot  Campo  Formio. 
llie  underfigned  entreats  the  citizen  ambaifador  to  accept  the 
iBnHidei  of  bis  high  confideration. 

COLLOKEOO. 

Proflamaiim  iffiitd  ai  Flenn^  on  the  i^h  M^y  1798. 

His  Majefly  the  Emperor  has  received,  with  the  utmoft  fatif- 
dfiioi^  the  various  proofs  of  loyalty  and  attachment  manifefted 
bjf  die  good  citizens  of  this  metropolis  on  fo  many  occafions 
boe  bis  acccffion  to  the  throne ;  and  thefe  proofs  are  the  moie 
jkafiog  to  his  paternal  feelings,  as  they  were  always  attended 
with  love  of  order,  propriety  of  conduct,  and  a  peaceful  de- 
seauour.  For  the  firft  time,  his  Majefty  learned  yefterday,  to 
)ui  great  difpleafure,  that  fome  inhabitants  of  this  capital,  de* 
littiDg  from  the  path  of  lawful  order,  and  led  aftray  by  an  ill- 
ifv^zeal,  allowed  themfelves  to  commit  feveral  ads  of  violence 
in  the  houfe  of  the  French  ambaflador,  and  to  didurb  the  public 
tnnqoillity  and  peace.  Hit  Majefty  expeds  that  from  this 
moment  no  well-difpofed  citizen,  either  diredly  or  indiredly^ 
^ill  encourage  any  further  aflemblage,  but,  on  the  contrary,  will 
Qeit  himlelf  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  his  abilities  to  reftore  order 
aol  tnuiquillity.  But  if,  contrary  to  this  expedation,  any  inha- 
Utints  of  this  city  fliould  attempt  again  to  difturb  the  peace  of 
dieir  fellow-citizens^  the  fame  inaU  be  profccuted  and  puniChed 
according  to  the  utmoft'  rigour  of  the  law. 


Cj^  jf  a  Letter  from  Citizen  BernaJotte,  jfmbajfadcr  from  the 
French  Republic  to  the  Court  of  Vienna^  to  Citizen  Bacher^  Mi'^ 
lifn  at  Ratijbon. 

Fiennay  24th  Germinal  (April  14^,  bth  Tear. 

^  The  violent  attack  on  the  French  embafly,  of  whfth  the 
^apal  government  gave  the  firft  example,  has  been  repeated  at 
^i^ttiuuu  I  had  caufed  a  fmall  tri-coloured  flag  to  be  difplayed" 
^^ore  my  hotel,  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  arms  of  the  republic, 
"^^hich  I  had  not  yet  proctixed.  About  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening 
^  iriotous  mob,  the  blind  inftnimentsof  fome  defigning  perfons, 
^^xlefied  under  my  windows,  and  uttered  violent  threats  and 
^3ttcrations  againft  the  national  colours.  I  went  down,  and 
^iMicavoured' to  perfuade  them  to  difgerfe,   but  without  efled« 

Some 
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Some  perfonsy  ivho  called  themfelves  agents  of  the  police^  by 
their  inadivity  in  oppoflng  them,  in  fad  induced  them  today, 
and  Teemed  to  promife  them  impunity.  They  foon  proceeded 
from  threats  to  open  afts  of  violence.  An  armed  force,  more, 
than  fufficient  to  reftrain  the  rioters,  or  even  to  difperfe  them, 
remained  mere  fpe£iaturs  of  the  mifchief  they  did  ;  and  their 
inert ncfs  contributed  to  incrcafc  the  fury  of  the  multitude.  ,  The 
rioters  now  broke  open  the  doors  of  the  houfe,  and  forced  their 
way  into  the  court-yard,  fliouting,  "  Death  and  deftruSion  to 
the  French  !"  Death  we  indeed  expeflcd,  but  our  laft  moments 
would  have  been  terrible  to  our  aflailants,  for  we  were  deter- 
mined to  fell  our  lives  dear.  Three  of  thefe  ruffians  attempted 
to  force  their  way  up  the  flairs  ;  but  three  piftol  (hots  from  my 
attendants  punifhed  them  for  their  temerity.  This  oppofition, 
which  they  probably  did  npt  expert,  fomewhat  damped  tbeic 
courage,  and  they  wreaked  their  vengeance  on  the  carriages  aA^ 
other  effefls  in  the  court-yard,  which  they  fuppofed  to  be  ouT^ 
At  laft,  after  we  had  been  left  five  hours  expofed  to  the  fury  c 
thefe  banditti,  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  which  had  long  be^ 
there,  was  ordered  to  a6l,  and  foon  cleared  the  court-yard  a^ 
adjoining  places  of  the  mob. 

As  the  rights  of  nations,  and  the  honour  of  the  French  r^' 
public,  have  been  thus  fcandaloufly  infulted  in  my  perfon,  ar* 
the  Auftrian  government  did  not  appear  willing  to  make  fuital^ 
compenfation,  I  propofe  to-morrow  to  leave  Vienna  ant)  reps^ 
to  Raftadt,  there  to  wait  the  further  orders  of  the  Dircftory. 

In  the  mean  time  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  a  breach  between  xW 
two  nations  will  not  be  the  necellary  confequcnce  of  this  (ham^ 
ful  tranfadion  ;  and  that  Francis  II.  when  he  is  more  fully  if 
formed  of  all  the  circumftances,  will  give  that  fatisfadion  to  tt 
French  republic  which  it  has  a  right  to  require. 

Health  and  fraternity. 

(Signed)  Bernadotte. 


The  Amhajfador  of  the  French  Republic  refiding  in  the  CifalpineR^ 
public  to  the  two  Councils  of  the  latter  Republic. 

Citizens  Legiflators,  Milan^  i  ^th  Frueiidor  (Sept.  l). 

l^OU  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  ftate  of  diforganization 
'*•   debility  under  which  your  country  now  labours  :  neither 
you  be  ignorant  of  the  danger^  with  which  it  is  threatened. 

A  conftitution  too  frequently  violated  to  be  able  ftill'to  re 
any  power,  or  to  atTert  and  maintain  the  rights  of  citizens  i 
government  deftitute  of  means,  equally  impotent  to  do  ifha' 
good,  or  to  prevent  what  is  evil  ;  a  ruinous  and  ill-concer"* 
adminiftration  j  a  military  eftablilhment  of  no  efficacy,  thougl^- 

imm^3 
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iomare  cxpenre ;  finances  mod  ftiockingly  difordered  and  ex-^ 
luufled ;  no  republican  inftitirtions ;  no  plan  of  public  inftruc- 
tipD  I  no  coherency  ;  no  uniformity  in  the  code  of  the  civil  laws: 
tmj  where  fymptoms  of  infubordinationy  want  of  fpirit^  and 
dihpidations  left  unpuniflied  ;  in  a  word,  the  mod  frightful  ^nd 
aaompliflied  anarchy  :  fuch  is  the  pidure  now  exhibited  by  the 
Gililpiiie  republic. 

Injurious  fufpicions  circulated  with  adivity  in  order  to  (bread 
falfe alarms;  calumniating accufations  brought  againft  the  beliciti-^ 
zeoi,  in  order  to  render  them  odiousi  or  to  alienate  their  ajfedioiis  ; 
^Kik  men  led  aflray  by  the  advice  of  the  perAdiouf,  who  en* 
ooorag^  and  propagate  error  ;  the  enemies  of  liberty  fecretly  fp- 
meating  inteftine  broils ;  cabals  and  parties  aflbciating  together 
at  the  iaftjgation  of  a  few  partifans  of  fedition ;  thefe  parties 
continually  menacing  and  provoking  each  other ;  civil  war  on  the 
point  of  being  kindled  in  your  towns :  fuch  are  the  dancers,  fuch 
tk  calamities  that  muil  foon  reduce  your  country  to  deloUtion 
iodniin. 

Your  friend  and  allyi  the  French  republic^  could  not  perceive 
tho  pping  of  this  abyfs  without  horror  and  alarm ;  already  the 
anxiety  of  the  French  government,  eager  to  clofe  that  abyfs,  had 
difisovered  the  means  of  giving  a  new  exiftence  to  the  Cifalpine 
t'^blic,  by  bottoming  its  liberties  on  a  more  folid  bafis ;  but 
■lice  even  to  a  fcruple,  it  wiflied  that  you  yourfelves  (hould  adopt 
^  Bicans  of  falvation* 

It  is  in  order  to  fulfil  thefe  intentions.  Citizens  Legiflators, 
tlat  I  have  here  called  you  together ;  that  I  have  exhibited  the 
deplorable  fituation  of  your  country,  and  that  I  have  invited  you, 
"*idl  a  fraternal  zeal,  to  difcover  the  bed  means  of  faving  and 
•ndcring  it  more  happy. 

As  the  reprefentative  of  an  allied  power,  and  warmed  with 
"^  fpirit  which  animates  the  French  government,  I  only  under- 
^k  merely  to  hint  fuch  advice  as  is  generally  given  by  one 
['^  to  another.  It  appeared  to  me,  that  it  was  your  duty 
^e  to  adopt  the  meafures  which  are  fo  urgently  called  for  ia 
^  prefent  alarming  crifis,  by  the  fafety  of  the  people  whofe 
^iny  is  entrufted  to  your  hands. 

Vou  are  well  acquainted  with  the  dangers  of  your  fituation  ; 
'U  have  acknowledged  the  extent  and  magnitude  of  the  evils 
Uch  ]  have  pi<5)urtd  out  to  you  ;  you  have  approved  the  falutary 
^ures  which  1  fuggefied,  and  neverthelefs  you  have  refufed  to 
t  them  into  pradice.  You  did  not  imagine  yourfelves  to  be 
^ed  with  fufficient  power  to  enable  you  to  fecure  the  liberty  of 
Uf  fellow-countrymen,  and  to  consolidate  their  happinefs ;  in 
^ndid  I  cite  the  examples  of  the  French  nation  and  of  its  re« 
Kfentatives,  amidft  the  memorable  events  that  have  founded  or, 
^ed  the  Freach  republic  ^  in  vain  did  I  aflurei  that  every  thing 
Vol,  VII.  Q^  q  .  becomes 
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becomes  legitimate  under  the  imperious  law  of  neceflity.  Th^fe 
powerful  coiifiderations  were  unable  to  determine  your  refolu- 
tions  ;  you  have  declined  the  honour  of  being  yourfelvei  the  re« 
generators  of  your  country. 

It  were  cruel,  however,  that  the  people  (honld  become  the 
viSim  of  your  fcruplcs ;  but  this  furely  is  not  your  intention, 
and  I  willingly  do  you  the  judice  to  think  fo.     Your  uncertain-* 
ties,  your  hefftations, '  may,  notwithftanding,   prove  fatal  to  the 
people.     Well !    the    French   republic   flands  forward,    and    is 
ready  to  hold  out  an  auxiliary  hand  to  her  friend.     It  is  (he  whOf 
in  my  perfon,'  takes  upon  herfclf  to  refcue  her  from  the  dif- 
afters  with  which  ihc  is  threatened,  and  to  prepare  and  forwaivi 
her  profperity.     When  the  Cifalpine  people  behold  the  rc-cfta-      ] 
blifltrnent  of  order — when   they  fee  economy  fubftituted  to    »      j 
fyftem  of  financial  dilTipation,  and  the  caufe  of  liberty  ftrength-      ; 
ened  and  confirmed,  they  will  doubtlcfs  do  judice  lo  the  purity  <>f 
the  motives  that  aduate  her  ally,  and  will  one  day  gratefully  JiC* 
knowledge  this  new  mark  of  friendlhip  and  attachment. 

In  confcquence  of  this  determination  which  you.  Citizens  L^<* 
giflators,  have  compelled  me  to  adopt,  I  openly  declare^  thaC^  I 
am  now  about  to  produce  changes  both  in  your  conftitution  a.^^^ 
in  your  government,  in  your  internal  Icgiflation  and  adminift^^ 
tion  ;  for  there  are  to  be  found  the  primary  caufes  of  all  the  A^l* 
orders  which  you  yourfclvcs  fo  bitterly  lament :  nor  let  it  be  inr^  ^' 
gined  that  this  flcp  in  the  lead  infringes  on  your  independencT'  ^' 
on  the  contrary,  is  it  tiot  doing  it  homage,  to  prevent  its  bei  -^5 
committed  and  cxpoled  r     And  what  means  have  you  of  prefer    'V 
ing  it,  if  the  diforders  that  furround  you  deprive   you  of  all  ^^'^ 
gour  ? — dial!  you  be  independent  when  you  Ihall  be  no  more  i 

I  will  now  repeat  the  rcafons  that  render  thcfc  refoAmsindirpc?:^'  ^' 
fably  urgent. 

The   legiilativc   body  of  the  Cifalpine  republic  has  fccn  I        *|^ 

number  of  its  members  incrcafe  to  two  hundred  and  forty ;  tfc    "* 

degree  of  reprefentation  bore  no  proportion  whatever  to  the  c='  ^' 

ttnt  and  population  of  the  republic.     The  Cifalpine  people  wc 

reprefentcd  in  a  twofold  proportion  more  than  the  French  p( 

pie — the  freed  of  the   globe;  that  political  fuperfluity  was  ft 

ported  at  the  expenfe  and  detriment  of  the  other  departments 

government — two  hundred  and  forty  crowded  together  to  nop" 

pofe  in  the  legiflative  adcmblies,  while  the  adminidrations, 

tribunals  of  judice,  were  deprived  of  the  light  of  their  talci 

moreover,  fuch  an  cxcefs  in  the  reprefentation  was  a  very  he 

burden  upon  the  people,    whereas  it  is  from  the  contributi 

of  the  people  that  the  Icgiflators  and  all  the  public  officers  de: 

their  falaries.     It  is  our  duty  to  cafe  the  pcnple  by  diminifliin^ 

cxpenfes  of  the  date.     The  national  reprefentation  Ihould  b^ 

tdablidied  on  its  true  foundations  ^  the  number  of  one  hun^*^^^ 

and 
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and  tea  deputies  is  the  neareft  proportion  to  the  population  of  the 
iqmUic. 

I  therefore,  Citizens  Reprefenta'iveSi  deem  it  my  duty  to  re- 
duce to  eighty  the  number  of  members  that  are  to  conftitute  the 
Great  Council,  and  to  forty  the  number  of  thofe  who  are  to 
cooffitote  the  Council  of  Ancients. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  the  diforders,  the  dangers,  the 
will  that  attend  your  republic,  originate  in  the  incoherence  of 
tbeTocial  organization,  in  the  quarrels  that  had  previoufly  arifen 
fcctwccn  the  two  fupreme  powers  refpeding  the  extent  of  their 
authority,  and  in  thu  civil  difcord  that  fpruug  out  of  thofe  con<« 
ttniions.  It  is  therefore  upon  the  focial  organization  that  a  re* 
fonoiog  hand  is  now  to  be  fet  to  work ;  it  muft  be  recom- 
poanded,  and  receive  more  folid  foundations  and  jufter  propor- 
tions: the  different  authorities  in  their  mutual  relations  to  each 
other,  call  for  more  confiftcncy,  and  each  in  particular  for  more 
^i^eigy.  la  the  crifis  in  which  you  are  now  placed,  it  is  impofli* 
hie  to  wait  for  the  period  fixed  for  rcviPrng  them.  Such  a  delay, 
dnrit^  which  the  reign  of  anarchy  muft  be  prolonged,  would 
provcfiital  to  liberty. 

It  is  therefore  indifpenfably  ncceflary  to  make  feveral  changes 

iatheconflitutional  aA:  the  French  government  pays  as  much 

tfpe&as  you  can  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  free  nations;  but 

^conftitution  by  which  you  are  direAed,  is  nothing  more  than 

3  kind  of  military  ordonnance,  which  the  nation  has  not   yet 

^aofiioned,  neither  by  its  immediate  accejptation  nor  by  its  fuf- 

^^  for  nominating  to  the  different  public  employments.     It. 

^kiefore  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  definitive  plan  of  government, 

Oiu  as  a  preliminary  eflay,  which  experience  has  demonftrated  to 

^vicious  in  many  particulars.     It  is  but  candour  to  confefs  it-— 

'^e  French  conilitution,  when  fquared  on  the  rule  of  the  Cifal- 

PiQe,  is  difproportiuned  to  the  extent  of  that  republic ;    but, 

'J'^Wle  it  proves  excellent  for  the  great  nation,  it  would  overbur- 

^n  and  opprefs  you — it  would  be  the  armour  of  a  man  on  the 

^pdy  of  a  child ;    it  crufhes,    inftead  of   protedling  it.     The 

^jfalping^ conilitution  has  created  two  fupreme  powers,  which, 

Without  fixed  rules,    or  fufiicient  means,    have  permitted  the 

public  authority  to  become  vilified  and  degraded  in  their  hands. 

"The  great  number  of  your  territorial  divifions  had  multiplied 
your  adminiftrations,  your  tribunals,  and  the  agents  of  every 
***id.    All  thefe  public  officers  were  to  be  paid,  as  if  they  had  to 

^^  ID  a  much  more  extenfive  circle  :  it  was  by  thefe  means  that 
the 


'^cry  year  in  falaries  for  fo  many  employments,  was  loft  both 
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with  refped  to  the  other  branches  of  ihc  public  fervice,  and  1 
agriculture,  for  manufaflures,  and  for  commerce  ;  in  a  woi 
for  every  thing  that  is  conne £^«d  with  the  national  profperitf  • 

The  tree  of  liberty  muft  have  decayied,  fmce,  in  order  to  nc 
tifh  with  due  abundance  one  of  its  branches,  its  fap  was  to 
exhaufted,  and  every  other  branch  was  to  wither  and  dry  up* 
is  now  necefiary  to  return  to  the  genuine  principles  ot  poHtu 
economy. 

You  are  witnefles.  Citizens  Reprefentatives,  of  the  difordc 
to  which  thefe  defers  every  day  gave  rife.  You  cannot  b 
vecolleS  the  lamentable  divifions  that  have  but  too  frequent 
broken  out  between  the  Councils  and  the  Directory.  If  the 
powers  had  been  more  diflindly  feparated — if  their  lefpeAi 
talks  had  been  better  regulated^  we  fliould  not  have  witneil 
thefe  fcandalous  proceedings,  and  the  public  adminiftradi 
would  not  have  fo  laboured  throughout  all  its  departments. 

While  the  Councils  were  thus  engaged  in  thefe  contetttior 
they  could  give  no  falutary  effed..  to  the  laws  which  the  pco{ 
called  upon  them  to  enaA,  and  the  Dire£lory  negle£led  executi 
thofe  that  were  ena&ed.  Already  the  internal  authorities  thn 
off  all  fubordination ;  the  fuperintendancc  of  the  public  finan< 
was  delivered  over /to  ignorance  or  to  fraud;  <he  body  of  citiz< 
fplit  into  parties,  in  imitation  of  their  magiftrates;  the  laws 
mained  without  vigour ;  the  republic  was  notlung  more  thai 
xtiere  name;  and  anarchy,  the  moft  horrible  anarchy,  aires 
flfetched  wide  its  de(tru£tive  arms  over  your  country.  T 
deplorable  fttuation  dill  continues  at  the  moment  I  am  writl 
It  is  of  the  moft  urgent  neceflity  to  devife  a  fpeedy  remedy 
the  evils,  the  piAure  of  which  I  have  juft  been  drawing  c 
The  French  government  imagines  it  has  difcovered  this  rttacii] 
propofmg  to  you  a  conflitution  bottomed  upon  the  fame  prk 
pies,  and  which  admits  nearly  the  fame  diftribution  of  pov 
but  which  at  the  fame  time  mud  prove  far  more  vigorous  stud 
rable. 

Men  of  enlightened  underftandings  had  pointed  out  with  i 
minute  precifion  bqth  the  defeAs  and  the  advantages  of  thofe 
conftitutionsthat  of  late  years  have  been  eftablifhed,  that  it  w 
matter  of  ik>  difficulty  to  exclude  from  this  laft  political  code 
imperfeAions  of  thofe  which  ferved  as  a  model  to  its  framon 
You  will  dQubtlefs  be  fenfible,  Citizens  Legiflators,  of 
wifdom  and  the  difpofition  which  obliges  every  individual,  U 
would  afpire  to  be  a  citizen,  to  pay  a  certain  contribution ; 
he  maintains  a  part  of  thq  expenfes  of  the  ftate  before  he  n 
his  (hare  of  its  enjoyments  ;  nor  can  the  maintenance  of  pii 
order  be  eflfe^ed  but  by  thofe  who  have  fome  intereft  in  pccfeh 
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Theri^tof  dtmn,  the  moft  precious  and  the  moft  honour- 
lUt  of  all  rightSi  had  been  laVimed  upon  foreigners  with  a  pe- 
rilous piodigality  ;  but  that  facility  is  now  checked,  and  you  alfo 
will  undoubtedly  be  of  opinion^  that  previous  to  obtaining  fo  fig- 
ml  n  advswtage  in  a  (late  that  is  not  one's  natal  fpot,  certain 
pU|ps  ought  to  be  given  to  the  country  that  adopts ;  nor  can  that 
oomrtry  acquire  thefe  pledges  and  that  fecurity  but  by  a  feries  of 
aflions,  and  not  by  a  fingle  individual  a£l.  The  enemies  of  the 
itpiiblic  alight  too  eafily  make  an  ill  ufe  of  that  inconfiderate- 
ndTi,  by  cherifliing  within  its  bofomi  under  the  pretext  of  former 
perfecutions,  both  traitors  and  fpies;  in  fine,  foreigners  that  arc 
leilly  perfecuted  in  their  refpe&ive  homes,  ought  to  be  well 
buified  to  meet  with  an  afylum  and  protedion  in  another 
ooQQtry. 

Le(s  frequent  ele£Uons  wiii  be  produdive  of  a  double  advan- 
tlg^— that  of  giving  more  connexion  and  confiftency  to  legifla- 
tivtplans^  and  (ettling  a  fyftem  of  adminiftration  that  will  lefs 
frequently  ckll  away  an  agricultural  people  from  their  ufeful 
labours. 

By  beftowiDg  upon  the  Executive  DireAory  a  greater  degree 
of  power  and  confiftency*  you  will  eafily  perceive  that  the  mo* 
tions  of  the  political  machine  will  henceforward  be  lefs  compli- 
ctted,  and  confequently  more  eafy,  and  productive  of  more  im- 
mediate advantages.     You  will  not  have  to  apprehend  that  they 
ff9t  rife  to  ferious  inconveniencies  or  real  dangers  to  the  coun- 
^;  for  you  know  that  the  legiflature  is  vieilant,  and  will  always 
check  the  ufurpations  and  corred  the  abufes  of  power. 
^  Nor  ibould  I  find  the  lead  difficulty  in  juftifying  every  ar* 
^Kle  of  this  conftitution :  it  is  in  fome  meafure  the  fruit  of  ex« 
P^nce;  it  is  the  moft  perfeft  and  complete  condition  of  your 
fftttnt  .eonft^tution  ;   it  is  even  the  perfedion  of  the   Roman 
^OQflitution,  which  might  already  be  confiderably  amended  in  its 
'^cprcfentative  fyftem. 

By  giving,  in  fine,  more  energy  and  confiftency  to  the  different 
^Cptrtoients  of  government,  it  guarantees  in  a  furcr  manner 
Quality,  liberty;^  fecurity,  thofe  rights  fo  juftly  dear  to  man,  and 
^hich  are  at  the  fame  time  the  bafis  and  the  eifcntial  conditions  of 
^^  focial  contraA. 

.Sw«ycdby  motives  thus  powerful,  I  feel,  Citizens  Legiilators, 
5^^Bat  I  confer  the  moft  precious  favour  on  your  country  by  giving 
^^9  in  the  name  of  the  French  republic,  and  by  order  of  the 
^fCDch  government,  the  new  conftitution,  which  I  annex  to 
yHeprefent.  This  conftitution  I  offer  you,  in  order  that 'it  be 
^Qnnediately  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  the  former  one  :  I  entreat 
y<3m  to  acknowledge  it  as  the  fundamental  hw  of  the  ftate,  and 
^o  pitfent  an  addrefs  to  the  Cifalpine  people,  announcing  to  them 
^Ut  you  are  fully  (enfible  of  its  advaatages^tluit  this  is  the  confti- 
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tiition  that  mwtt  henceforward  be  their  rule— and  that  it  miift  be 
executed  and  rcf  pelted  by  all  the  exiting  authorities  and  by  e^cry 
citizen. 

I  alfo  tranfmit  to  you.  Citizens  Legiflators,  the  new  territo- 
rial divifion   of  tlie  Cifalpinc  republic.     This  redudtion  of  the 
number  of  departments,  the  necclfity  of  which  was  fo  long  felf» 
was  made  without  the  lead  regard  to  local  intere(tS|  and  the  fug- 
geflions  or  prejudices  of  individuals. 

It  'ts  neccifary  that  it  be  adopted  and  executed  in  like  manner, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  numberlefs  renoonftrances  and  endlefs  dif- 
cuflions  of  thofe  interefts  and  thofe  prejudices  which  are  always 
hoflilc  ti[)  the  general  good. 

Three  other  laws  have  been  prepared — one  for  the  organization 
of  the  legiilative  Councils,  for  their  internal  regulation,  and  ^ 
the  form  of  their  deliberations.  You  wi'!  more  efpecially  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  fixes  the  number  of  deputies  that  each  department 
ihall  fend  to  each  of  the  two  Councils  at  the  next  eledions,  and 
the  mode  in  which  the  two  Councils  arc  to  be  renewed  by  the 
admiifion  oi  a  new  third. 

The  fecond  law  refpe£ls  the  organization  of  the  adminiftra- 
tivc  bodies. — It  determines,  in  a  fummary  manner,  the  funfliot^' 
of  the  departmental  adminiflrators,    and  likewife  thofe  of  cl^ 
municipal  adminiltrators.     It  edablifhes  the  power  of  the  f^' 
reclory,  for  the  firft  time  to  nominate  to  the  places  of  the  ^^' 
minillrations,  until,  in  the  eighth  year,  the  eledoral  afiembl  ^ 
iball  renew  them  by  the  admiflion  of  a  third. 

Ladly,  the  third  law  has  for  its  objeft  the  organization  of  c:  ^^^ 
tribunals,  nor  are  the  circumflances  that  attend  it  lefs  intereftf  ^S 
than  the  former.  You  have  to  organize  the  juftice  of  ^-  "^ 
peace,  the  civil  und  the  correflive  tribunals;  the  criminal  t  ^^^ 
bunals,  and  thofe  of  cafTation  and  of  executive  juftice.  Y  "^^ 
have  to  determine  which  is  the  authority  that  (hall  ch<x)fe  yc^^"^ 
public  juJ^es  and  accufer?,  funftions  which  they  are  to  difchar  8^ 
111!  ti»c  election  of  the  eighth  year.  Th?  law  which  yon  arc  ^^ 
adopt  prefcribcs  the  mode  of  ihefe  nominations  in  a  clear  a-  ^^ 
precife  manner  ;  and  through  the  provifions  of  this  law,  and  P* 
the  two  preceding  ones,  your  Executive  Direftury  will  be  ei 
bled  to  put  into  immediate  aftiviiy  all  the  departments  of  y* 
government,  and  to  make  the  Cifalpine  peojjle  experience  "* 
happinels  of  an  cxiganization  purely  republican  and  cond 
tio:ia!. 

It  is  to  give  you  a  complete  fyftem  of  legiflaiion  that  may  m^^"^® 
every  citizen  fenfible  of  the  advantages  of  this  new  organizat^m^oo» 
inat  I  call  upon  you  to  choofe  from  among  your  own  body  c"».  ght 
rommiflioners,  upon  whom  you  will  impofe  the  taik  of  pre  ^*^' 
i};g  this  great  work  within  the  prefent  month.  Such  is  th^  *!^* 
tciitit'ii  of  the  French  Executive  Diredory.     It  does  not  eve  »-*  *** 
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t  moment  lofe  fight  of  the  interefts  of  your  republic  ;  it  perfedly 
fccollefls  that  it  has  given  birth  to  your  republic,  and  that  it 
ought  for  a  length  of  time  to  fliield  it  under  its  parental  pro«> 
tectioQy  but  efpeciady  during  this  firft  year.  It  would  alfo  have 
ardeocly  wiihed  that  you  had  given  to  the  Cifalpine  people  the 
grot  law,  that  is,  to  regenerate  all  the  departments  of  your 
tiOQcial  fyilem  ;  it  has  enjoined  Citizen  Faypoult,  it^  commif- 
faiy,  to  tranfmit  to  you  the  provifions  of  that  law  ;  but  this  citi* 
Eeo  hat  feen  with  regret  that,  though  he  may  be  able  to  prepare 
the  principal  provifions  of  it,  yet  there  are  fome  of  them  for 
which  he  will  be  obliged  to  refort  to  the  afliftance  of  the  mem- 
bers of  your  financial  commiffion. 

llicre  is  another  law  which  exifting  circumflances  render  ne- 
ceflarj,  and  which  ought  to  meet  with  no  delay  or  obdacle  in  its 
execution  ;  you  will  find  that  it  follows  the  other  laws :  this  lavr 
is  relative  to  clubs  and  journals. 

The  hero  to  whom  the  fair  portion  of  Italy  which  you  inha- 
bit owes  the  recovery  of  its  liberty,  warned  and  inftrud^ed  by 
the  calamities  of  his  own  country,  had  the  fagacity  to  forefee 
^  amid  a  well-natured  and  generous,  but  a  warm  and  impaf- 
'toned  people,  political  focietics  would  degenerate  into  feditious 
^ubs,  and  the  unlimitcdJiberty  of  the  prefs  would  be  fo  mifufed 
^  corrupted,  as  to  become  an  unbridled  licentioufnefs,  equally 
^1  to  the  honour  of  your  fellow-citizcAS  and  to  the  public  tran- 
quility.     Ill  order  to  refcue  you  from  thefe  calamities,    that 
extraordinary  man  had  given  you  two  laws ;  one   left  it  at  the 
^'fcretion  of  the  jegiflative  body  to  fliut,  :^s  the  times  might  re- 
S^ire,   the  focieties  known  under   the  name   of    conititutional 
^Tcfes:  the  other  fubmitted  to  the  immediate  fupcrintendance 
^  government  all  writings  that  ifllied  publicly  from  the  prcfs. 

As  foon  as  Buonaparte  quitted  Italy,  the  legillative  body 
'^pealed  thefe  two  laws.  This  was  the  fignal  of  your  inteftinc 
**'%nrions.  To  the  facred  love  of  liberty,  which  hitherto  had 
^i^imated  your  orators  and  periodical  writers,  fucceeded  the 
^*r  of  private  paffions,  jealoufy,  hatred,  revenge.  The  moft 
^'pright  citizens  were  blackened  with  calumnics^-the  pure  fpirit 
^/^  your  real  patriots  was  infulted  and  blown  upon  by  every  fpe- 
^i^s  of  outrage  ;  and  it  is  thus  that  liberty  is  made  odious,  even  to 
***ofe  by  whom  it  was  at  firft  idolized. 

<Lay  hold.  Citizens  Legiflators,  of  this  memorable  circum- 
|**ncc,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  all  thefe  excefles.  One  of  the 
**^s  now  held  out  to  you  furnilhcs  you  with  the  neceflary 
Power:  lay  hold  of  and  imitate  the  example  of  the  French  re- 
public ;  like  you,  it  has  groaned  under  the  defpotifm  of  liccn- 
Jj^fncfs;  its  beft  citizens  daily  fell  viftims  to  the  poifoncd 
•«afti  of  calumny  j  though  on  the  brink  of  deftruftion,  it  fum- 
•^^Of^  up  fufficiem  vigour  to  vindicate  itfclf  from  that  tyranny, 

and 
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an4  fince  the  i8th  Fru£lidor  it  enjoys  the  bleflings  of  a  wife  mi 
vrelUtempcred  liberty^  the  inexhaiiftible  fource  of  every  fe* 
licity. 

Every  man  may  utteo  write,  and  publiOi  his  thoiig^S'-Ftot 
Dp  map  has  the  horrid  right  to  propagate  falfdiood  with  iin|m^ 
fiity,  or  morally  to  aflaffinate  his  feUow^vcitixena^  by  diftiiilMi| 
their  peace  and  embittering  their  happinefi* 

The  French  republic  pre&ota  you  with  a  law  wliich  itJuufSl 
to  th^  t^ft  of  experience  upon  itfeif^r-that  law  pitta  diifaa4ittl 
periodical  writings  under  the  fuperintending  eye  ^f  .^gofdv 
mentf 

Citizens  Legiflators,  in  order  to  plaoe  your  fepiuhlic  ia.i 
more  impofing  attitude,  and  give  k  a  more  firm  and  rapid  awd 
towards  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  it  is  not  enough  to  han 
perfeded  your  inditutions;  you  muft  alfo  confide  the  retaiJOt 
the  flate  to  hands  more  vigorous  than  tho(e  that  have  faitbcrti 
guided  them*  The  work  of  regeneration  would  be  iaeoiBplBKe 
if,  while  it  rcdrefled  meafures*  it  did  not  alfo  extend  to  mea^* 
it  is  upon  the  wifdom  and  firmnefs  of  thofe  who  govanif  ths 
the  (lability  of  public  inftitutions,  the  power  of  a  ftate^  the  la 
fpeft  which  it  imprefles  upon  its  neighbours,  and  the  geaaA 
happinefs  of  the  people,  depend.  ...*.* 

It  wa$  the  opinion  of  the  French  government  that  the  men  th 
moft  worthy  among  you  of  exercifing  the  firft  magiftracy  of  th 
ftate,  were  Citizens  Adelacio,  AlefTandri,  Lamberti,  the  pre 
fent  members  of  the  Executive  DireSory ;  Sopranzi,  ex«ini 
nider  of  police  ;  and  Luoft,  minifter  of  juftice. 

This  government,  fupported  by  a  more  vigorous  conftitutioi 
and  guided  by  more  procife  laws,  will  doubtlefs  move  on  ' 
imifon  with  the  Councils,  and  with  a  more  quick  and  firm  A 
towanis  the  welfare  of  the^epublic. 

It  is  by  this  lad  z&t  Citizens  Legiflators,  that  I  Ihall  cU 
the  extraordinary  miffion  that  has  been  entrufted  to  my  care- 
But  I  feel  it  my  duty  again  to  repeat,  that  I  was  charged  w^ 
offering  you  the  plUn  of  this  political  regeneration  merely  in  1 
form  of  an  advice :  I  was  at  the  fame  time  authorized  to  adfl»] 
of  my  own  accordi  fuch  meafures  a^  I  might  judge  neoeflary  ^ 
the  good  of  your  country,  but  which  your  fcruples  would  ^ 
have  permitted  you  to  enforce.  Upon  thefe  fccuples  you-btf 
adlcd  :  you  have  hefitated  refpe£ting  the  extent  of  your  poitf 
from  the  dread  of  calumny;  you  feemed  defirous  that  itmotf 
be  the  French  republic  only  that  was  to  give  efFe^i  among  jT 
to  thofe  falutary  reforms,  and  a  due  degree  of  perfcdion  to  0 
laws  which  you  hold  from  ita  hands. 

1  have  acquiefccd  in  your  wiOies;  accept,  therefore,  thofe  la* 

accept  them  as  a  new  pledge  of  the  friendihip  of  th(  Freitf 

1  .   .  repob* 
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jUiCy  dnd  of  the  lively  intereft  which  its  government  takes  in 
rprofperity. 

if  means  of  thefe  laws  the  Cifalpine  republic  f6e]s  itfctf  confU* 
i  opon  the  moft  folk!  foundations  ;  the  two  fupreme  powers 
^placed  within  their  natural  limits  ;  thejights  of  citizens  are 
e  forcibly  aflerted  and  fecur^d ;  the  reprefentative  fyilem  is 
innedy  becaufe  it  is  fimplified;  the  tepublican  principles 
ail  and  triumph  over  the  fophifms  and  the  calumnies  of  their 
iflors>  becaufe  they  will  no  longer  involve  confequences  fatal 
c  tranquillity  of  the  people  ;  the  enormous  expenditure  of  the 
mk\  adminiftration  is  curtailed,  the  government  is  regenerated^ 
ubfiit  codes,  republican  inilitutionsi  beneficent  laws,  are  fo« 
idy  promifed  to  the  nation  by  its  legiflators. 
annex  to  this  letter  a  lift  of  the  members  that  are  to  compofe 
two  councils ;  I  likewife  annex  the  new  conftitution  and  the 
iBixing  laws  that  accompany  it. 

titnow  my  defire  that  you  giVe  your  approbation  to  the  choice 
he  members  of  the  Executive  Diredory. 
alfo  call  upon  you,  Citizens  Legiflators,  to  caufe  to  be 
ited  and  publiflied,  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  the  new  conftitu- 
If  the  organic  laws,  and  this  letter  which  explains  the  motives 
htfe  changes. 

(Signed)  Trouve* 


F&OCBXDINGS   of  thi  CONORBSS  at  RaSTADT. 

Decree  refpeifing  the  Congrcfs* 

Ratijboitf  Nov.  Ji 

BE  declaration  determined  upon  by  the  general  Diet  of  the 
Empire,  in  confequence  of  a  deliberation  in  the  three  CoU 
h  upon  the  decree  of  Imperial  commiflion  of  the  i8th  June 
tis  year,  has  been  very  Humbly  tranfmitted  to  his  Imperial 
cfty. 

js  Majefty  has  feen  \vith  particular  fatisfa£lion  the  patriotic 
oients  manifefted  in  that  declaration,  as  well  as  the  lively  ir>- 
Iwhkh  is  evinced  in  it  for  thS  accelerating  of  the  peace  of  the 
liMK  He  has  at' the  fame  time  deigned  to  confent  to  the  ex- 
thlg'  oT  the  inftni£lion  already  determined  upon  and  ratified, 
lA  as  the  fiill  powers  neceflary  for  the  deputation  of  the  Em- 
,  deflined  for  the  grand  work  of  pacification ;  the  former,  with 
:lttmge$  agreed  upon  l)y  the  ftates  ;  and  the  latter  comprifing  in 
rthe  immediate  equcftrian  order  of  the  Empire,  conformably 
le  fupreme  intention  manifefted  in  the  decree  of  Imperial  rati- 
iMofthe  igth  Nctverftber  1693. 

lis.Majcfty  expcfls  with  certainty  from  the  deputies  of  the 
es,  to  whom  the  Diet  has  juft  given  fo  diftinguiflicd  a  mark  of 
/OL.  VII.  Kr  coafi'v 
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confidence 'and  he  exhorts  them,  in  the  mod  prefling  manner,  ii 
the  name  of  the  dear  country,  in  the  name  of  the  law,  and  in  vir 
tueof  the  Imperial  authority),  that,  recolleding  the  importanac 
the  duties  of  a  deputy  of  the  Empire,  invariably  faithful  to  th 
law,  and  to  the  preferving  the  principles  of  the  integrity  of  tb 
German  Empire,  they  will  effcdually  fuftain  with  a  generous  feni 
of  their  duties,  and  with  all  German  firmnefs,  the  common  latere 
and  good  of  the  German  country ;  and  that,  united  with  their  A 
preme  chief,  they  will  favour  and  accelerate,  with  alt  their  mi^ 
the  concluflon  of  a  juft  and  fuitable  peace,  founded  upon  the  M 
of  the  integrity  of  the  Empire,  and  of  its  conftitution. 

In  this  juft  endeavour,  his  Imperial  Majefty,  (ince  thedecn 
of  commiflion  of  the  i8th  July  of  this  year,  has  not  ^(cMl 
nued  his  efforts  to  haften  the  openihg  of  a  congrefs  :  and  it  jl 
great  fatisfa£lion  to  him  to  be  able  at  length  to  announce  to  tl 
general  Diet  of  the  Empire,  that  the  town  of  Raftadt,  sAntAfi 
celebrated  in  the  hidory  of  this  century,  has  been  chofen  for  ll 
holding  of  the  approaching  congrefs  for  peace. 

To  confirm  ftill  by  deed  his  pacific  wiflies,  and  his  (inoeredl 
pofitions  for  the  fpeedy  re-eilabli(hment  of  public  tranquillity,': 
generally  defired,  his  Majefty,  in  virtue  of  the  right  which -he  k 
to  execute  the  decifions  of  the  Diet,  determines  that  the  flitibs  < 
the  Empire  (hall  fend,  without  the  fliorteft  delay,  to  the  place  b 
fore  mentioned,  their  deputies  frecommendable,  as  his  Majefty 
induced  to  expc£l,  by  their  conditutional  mode  of  thinking,  the 
rcditudc  and  loyalty),  in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  proceed 
foon  as  pofTible  upon  the  great  work,  and  that  the  congrefs 
peace,  expcdled  with  fo  much  impatience,  may  be  opened  w^ 
out  the  fmallcft  delay  :  his  Majefty,  in  his  quality  of  fupreme  h< 
of  the  Empire,  has  deigned  to  appoint,  to  aflift  at  the  eongrtfsi 
Imperial  rainKtcr  plenipotentiary,  the  Count  de  Mettern 
Vienebourg  and  BciKtein,  his  privv  counfcllor  and  chamberin 
knight  of  the  golden  fleece,  and  of  the  grand  crofs  of  the  order 
St.  Stephen. 

Finally,  his  Imperial  Majefty,  after  the  proofs  fo  multipl 
and  fo  convincing  of  his  paternal  benevolence,  gives  to  the  & 
pirc  the  moft  afTedionate  aflfurance  of  his  moft  energetic  Impe 
prote£tion  in  the  important  affair  of  the  pacification  whidr 
about  to  be  treated  for ;  a  proteflion  which  the  general  Diet  of 
Empire  demanded  in  fo  preiling  a  manner  from  his  Majefty  on 
I  ith  of  Auguft  of  the  prefent  year. 

But  his  Majefty  thinks  himfelf  authorized  on  his  fide,  anJ 
regards  it  even  as  his  duty,  to  demand  from  the  Empire  " 
unanimous  fupport  and  allidance,  to  which  all  and  every  one 
obliged,  by  the  tic  of  the  Germanic  union,  by  the  intereftwk 
all  the  (tates  ought  to  take  in  the  fate  of  the  German  couota 
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aodbytheit  obligation,  which  ought  to  he  the  moA  dear  to  them, 
to  watch  Of  cr  the  prefcrvation  of  the  body  politic  of  Germany,  and 
krcoofiituticin* 


^Y'^  ^Wl^fl/  Powers  for  the  Deputies  of  the  Empire^  appointed 
to  carry  on  the  Negotiations /or  Peace  at  Rajiadt  *. 

WHEREAS  the  Eledors,  Princes,  and  States  of  the  holy 
SpUB  Eanpice  have  thought  proper  to  choofe  from  amongft 
^y.  thofc  wKo,  on  behalf  of  the  Empire,  are  to  aflift  and  to  at- 
teod  to  its  interells  at  the  negotiations  fortunately  agreed  upon  to 
coB^lade  a  juft,  convenient,  lading,  and  general  peace,  between 
UsJmperial  Majefty,  our  mod  gracious  lord,  and  the  German 
Enpice,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  French  republic  on  the  other ; 
IMI  whereas  for  this  purpofe  they  have  been  chofen  and  appointed 
fiMthtt  £le£toffal  College,  Mentz,  and  Saxony  ;  from  that  of  the 
FlMoes  on  the  part  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  Auftria,  Bavaria, 
Vurzburg ;  from  that  of  the  Proteftants,  Bremen,  Hefle  Darm- 
Aiiki  md  Baaden  ;  and  from  the  college  of  the  cities  Aufburgh 
vd.Fiankfort ;  therefore,  by  the  confent  and  with  the  approba- 
tifll  -nf  his  Imperial  Majedy,  as  fupreme  chief  of  the  Empire, 
M  powers  are  hereby  granted  them,  forthwith  to  fend  their  fub- 
fiiHilei  to  the  appointed  place  of  the  congrefs  for  peace,  there  to 
Wk  with  the  mod  illudrious  Imperial  plenipotentiary,  and  to 
<wifS|  tranfaA,  and  refolve,  and  likewifc  to  (ign  whatever  may 
^oaduce  to  the  reftoration  of  a  jud,  convenient,  lading,  and  ge- 
1^  peace  of  the  Empire,  -and  in  general  to  the  common  welfare 
^tranquillity  of  the  country. 

Now,  whatever  diall  thus  be  tranfa^led,  refolved,  and  (igned 
%  the  above  deputies  of  the  Empire,  either  jointly  or  in  the  cafe 
^  illocft,  abfence,  or  non-appearance  of  fome  by  thofe  who  are 
MieQt|  together  with  the  aforefaid  Imperial  embaflfy,  the  fame 
'kii  be  ratified  by  the  whole  Empire,  within  the  dipulatcd  time 

^ m         ^ _^ _ 

.  *.Tbe  deputies  of  the  Empire  having  declared  to  the  French  plenipoten* 
-*^kls,  that  their  inHruclions  prevented  them  from  ceding  the  mo(t  inconfi- 
^*riWe  village  belonging  to  the  German  Kmpire,  and  diredted  tliem  ^o 
f^  oh  the  bafis  of  the  integrity  of  the  Empire  ;  the  French  plcnipotcn- 
'arits  replied,  that  this  bafis  could  not  be  admitted,  and  tliat  new  powers 
^Mi  inftniOions  would  conkqucntly  be  necetPary. 

the  French  plenipotentiaries  having  thus  rejected  the  bafis  of  the  in- 
%Tiiy  of  the  Germanic  body,  the  deputies  of  the  Empire  requeftcd  the 
**Bvr  to  propofe  fome  other  bafis  of  the  treaty  to  be  negotiated,  and  re* 
^EMiftratea  with  them  on  the  ncceffity  of  the  concluded  armifticc  not  being 
iolited  during  the  interim  that  new  powers  and  inflrudiions  were  drawn 
p.  But  the  French  plenipotentiaries  returned  in  anlwcr,  that  Mcntz  would 
^•lUKh  pofl'eflion  of  by  ilie  French  troops;  and  that,  until  the  deputies  of 
^Empire  had  received  full  and  unlimited  powers  to  negotiate,  no  other  baiis 
P||1A  be  propofcd  on  the  part  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries. 

R  r  a  ^pprove4 
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approved  of,  and  inviolably  obferved  ;  and  the  deputiei  of  tfat 
£ni|)ire  ihal),  at  all  tiniqs,  as  is  fit  in  fimilar  cafes,  be  fupported 
and  indemnified  ip  regard  of  whatever  they  have  done  Oa  this 

head- 
signed  Rattfbon,  the  8th  of  January  1798, 

Eleftoral  Mentz  Chancery,' 


lite  dreular  Litter  of  the  'Court  of  the  Eleffor  Palatini^  to  allik 
Ecclefiaftical  States  ah  J  Prinfifalities  of  the  Empire f  4ated  JMr- 
nicht  January  27,  1798. 

THE  views  of  France  relative  to  the  union  of  the  G^x^mtic 
territory  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  with  its  ^r^pu^fid 
and  the  obtaining  pofTeflion  of  it  by  force,  hitherto  principally 
known  only  by  rumours,  have,  fince  the  exchange  91  thf  fm 
powers  between  the  deputation  of  the  Ep^pire  and  Fnsucb.pIenipOt 
tentiaries  at  Rafl^dt,  been  unfolded  with  more  ce;taiuty,  fLndffXi 
reafon  to  fear  that  a  very  important  blow  to  the  Ge^ipanic  confti'' 
tution,  and  the  pofTeflions  of  the  flates  of  the  Empire  oAthe  Icfi 
bank  of  the  Rbine»  is  approaching,  an  explicit  decimation  dFtlM 
claims  of  the  French  republic  having  been  made  by  the  Frcnd 
plenipotentiaries  at  the  copgrefs  now  affembled  for  n^otiatiog  tb 
peace  of  the  Empire  at  R^ftadt.  The  innumerable  importaf 
f:onrequences  of  fuch  a  demand  to  all  Germany  cannot  efcape  yo^ 
pcnetratior;*  You  arc  well  aware  of  the  value  of  thofe  territori^ 
and  that  the  feparation  of  them  mufl  prepare  the  way  for  the  C 
tire  dcftriidion  of  the  Germanic  confliiution^  and  occafion  ^ 
greateA  coniufion  among  the  flates  of  the  Empire,  fince  indein  1 
fication  for  the  lofs  that  muft  be  fuflained,  can  only  be  eSedie(& 
the  fecularization  or  alienation  of  confiderable  flates  on  the  ri  ^ 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  which  mud  produce  the  grcatcfl  confufioi^ 
the  Germanic  confliiution.  To  prevent  an  evil  of  fuch  maj^ 
tudc,  which  refuhs  from  the  prelent  feeble  flate  of  the  EmpS 
compared  to  France,  it  appears  to  us  that  only  one  method  - 
mains,  wiiich  is,  for  the  Germanic  flates  to  form  a  clofe  unS 
among  themfclves,  and  requeft  the  Aipport  of  his  Imperial  Ati 
jelly,  as  heaJ  and  protedlor  of  the  Empire,  together  with  that^ 
other  pcwerfiil  princes  of  the  Empire,  in  this  time  of  preflingpeo* 
fity.  We  have  ourfclyes  therefore  had  recourfc  to  the  means  n* 
recommended,  and  made  application  to  his  Imperial  Majeflyi 
fhe  Em,  ;.ror  of  Ruflia,  and  to  their  Prulfian  and  Britannic  sM 
jefti.s  ;  ::nd  we  do  hereby  make  the  fame  communication  tot:^ 
Eleclois  and  Princes  of  the  Empire,  and  invite  tliem  to  take 
tteps,  from  which  we  may  cxppdl  a  favourable  rcfult. 


Subftan 
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SAjknci  tfthe  Anjwtr  of  the  Deputation  of  tbt  Empire  to  the  firji 
N9t$  of  thit  French  Plenipotentiaries^  demanding  the  Boundary  of 
tie  Rhine,  Vc. 

h  THAT  the/  had  expeded  from  the  juftice  and  magnanU 
nSHf  of  the  -Fxemch  govornmeoty  t|iat  they  would  have  propofed, 
« tbe  bafis  of  the  treaty,  the  fiipulations  in  favour  of  the  Empire 
iriiich  were  made  in  the  preliminaries  figned  at  Leoben. 

i*  That  by  xhefe  preliminaries  an  armiftice  had  been  ftlpulated 
:riod  of  a  definitive  peace ;  and  they  had  reafon  to  expe£k 
>ftilities  were  to  ceafe>  and  that  all  contributions  and  re- 
fuiSdons  were  to  be  difcontinued. 

J.  That  in  the  territories  of  the  Empire  occupied  by  the  French 
kODpi,  property  fiill  continued  to  be  (eized  and  fequeflrated  under 
^Ktetooe  of  emigration,  although  the  laws  of  nations  forbid  the  ap* 
piwan  of  French  laws  to  the  cales  of  the  individuals  concerned, 
HklAat  they  have  reafon  to  expeft  from  the  jufiice  of  the  French 
BMrAnent  that  thefe  oppreilions  would  be  prohibited. 
■'4.  That  they  fliould  likewife  wifli  that  the  French  government 
V0ilddiia¥ow  the  projeA  of  republicanizing  and  changing  the 
mttof  fiovemment  in  certain  Aates  of  the  Empire  occupied  or 
M  occupied  by  the  French  troops. 

^;TIuit  the  indemnification  propofed  for  the  powers  who  have 
wfeConson  the  left  hank  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  fecularization  of 
Ifeidcftorates  or  biiboprics,  is  impradlicable. 


Anfwer  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  ujiderfigned  have  received  the  anfwer  of  the  deputation 
the  Empire  to  the  proportion  of  the  Rhine  being  the  boundary 
the  French  republic.  In  tranfmitting  it  to  their  government, 
*y  cannot  avoid  obferving,  tlut  it  was  founded  on  a  bafls  elTen- 
Uy  wrong.  All  Europe  knows  that  the  Empire  declared  war 
tinft  the  republic  at  a  tiryi-  when  it  had  the  fmcerell  defire  and 
-finongeft  intereft  in  preferving  peace. 

They  cannot  here  avail  themfelves  of  the  declaration,  that  the 
^blic  would  never  wage  war  for  the  purpofe  of  ac,grandizing 
rifbycnnqued,  a  declaration  which  does  not  in  any  manner  exr 
A  lawful  indemnity,  particuhtrly  in  the  cafe  of  an  unjuft  ag- 
dbn,  and  which  does  by  no  means  take  awiy  the  right  of  pro- 
*uig  for  its  feciirity  in  giving  to  it  a  lixed  boundary.  On  the. 
I*«fide  i:lsevidenty  t  hi:  c  the  conftiiution  of  the  Finpire  cannot 
in  the  leaft  degree  altered  by  the  dinvinution  of  its  territory. 
In  (hurt,  the  preliminaries  of  a  treaty  in  whicii  the  Germai| 
"Viro  is  not  even  a  party,  cannot,  with  any  fhadow  of  rcafon- 

ing, 
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ing,  be  brought  forward,  particularlj  when  thefe  conditions  have 
been  replaced  by  thofe  of  a  definitive  peace  fince  concluded. 

Neverthetefs,  it  is  upon  that  bafis  that  the  anfwer  of  the  depD- 
tation  of  the  Empire  has  refted :  the  motives  therefore  upon  which 
the  demands  of  the  French  republic  have  been  founded,  exift  in 
their  full  force.  The  indemnity  exaded  by  the  republic  is  lawful ; 
its  (ecurity  requires  the  Rhine  for  its  boundary :  the  tranquillity  of 
the  Empire  ftill  more  loudly  calls  for  thefe  limits. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  has  been  compelled  to  acknow- 
ledge, in  the  mod  formal  manner,  that  the  republic  will  not  gain 
any  coniiderable  increafe  of  power  or  of  territory  by  the  aoquifi- 
tion  of  the  Ti-ans-Rhenane  provinces,  whether  they  arc  oonfi- 
dered  in  the  light  of  niagnitude  or  extent,  or  in  that  of  language, 
mimncrs,  or  modes  of  tliinking.  From  this  obfervattoa  it  un- 
queibionably  refuhs,  that  it  cannot  be  from  a  dcfire  of  aggranditt- 
ment  that  the  French  republic  wifhes  the  Rhine  to  be  itft-bound- 
ary,  and  that  its  demands  reft  upon  a  motive  much  more  impe- 
rioQs,  a  motive  common  to  the  two  powers,  that  of  providing 
by  an  unalterable  boundary,  for  their  future  tranquillity^ 

This,  then,  is  the  matter  now  to  be  confldered,  and  not  tha 
lerics  of  quefiions  which  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  &aaA 
appear  to  wi(h  to  fubdifute  for  the  real  and  true  ohj^Gt  of  difeifi 
fion.  The  underfigned  will  only  make  one  more  obJfervatio* 
which  is,  that  a  fpeedy  acquiefcence  in  the  demands  of  the  FtenC 
lepnblic,  the  fubfcquent  examination  of  collateral  quefiiuns,  ar: 
the  conclufion  of  a  folid  peace,  will  deftroy  all  pretext  for  rec 
procal  complaints;  it  is  the  only  mean  of  proving  that  they  wi(l 
not  only  in  appearance,  but  in  reality,  to  put  an  end  to  the  cals 
mities  of  war. 

The  miniftcrs  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic, 

(Signed)  Treilhahc 

'Rafiadtj  Jan.  27.  BoXNlSR. 

Subjlance  of  the  Jtifwer  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  to  the  aiwt 

THE  deputation  learn  with  much  pleafure  that  their  fin 
declaration  relative  to  the  demand  of  the  boundary  of  the  Rbim 
has  been  fent  to  the  French  government,  as  the  latter  will  un 
doubiedly  feel  all  its  importance.  The  French  minifters  coul 
not  at  the  firft  glance  difcovei  that  importance,  becaufe  the  depii 
taiion  at  firft  only  ftate  their  principle  fuccinftly,  refervrng  thc- 
explanation  and  developement  for  future  difcuftion.  They  fiate* 
for  inltance,  without  adducing  the  proofs,  that  the  German 
Empire  did  not  begin  hoftilities — that,  on  the  contrary,  it  iWS 
firft  attacked.  They  (hall  here  give  a  proof  of  this  aflertion.  A* 
as  early  as  1792,  the  territory  of  the  Empire  was  treated  in 
hoiiiie  manner,  without  any  previous  declaration  of  v^'ar,  by  tl 

a  arP 
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amyof  Cuftinfy  who  feized  upon  feveral  circles*  The  dedart^ 
tioiiof  war  on  the  part  of  the  Empire  afterwards  took  place  onlf 
asa  jiift  mea&ire  of  defence,  in.confequcnce  of  the  decilion  of  the 
Diet  on  the  a2d  of  March  1793. 

The  deputation  then  conceive  that  they  have  no  rcafon  to 
appieheod  that  the  boundary  of  the  Rhine  Avill  be  infided  iipon^ 
wkich  would  difmember  aimed  entirely  from  the  Empire  feveral 
ciides,  befides  that  of  Bourgognc — would  flrip  of  tiieir  poifcf- 
fion  half  the  Eledoral  college,  as  well  as  a  great  number  of 
pioces  and  ftates  of  the  Empire — and  would  completely  annihi- 
kle the  Germanic  conftitution.  It  is  certain  aifo,  that  France^ 
aliadr  fufficiently  powerful  of  herfclf^  would  gain  iefs  by  tiie 
aqviution  of  the  provinces  iltuated  on  the  left  bank  of  tlic 
Rhine,  than  by  the  glory  which  would  accrue  from  her  political 
mpderatioa,  and  from  fixing  a  line  of  military  dcmarkation* 
They  likewife  can  with  dlifficuity  believe  that  the  Rhine,  which 
in  i^eral  places  has  iinuofi ties,  or  changes  its  bed,  and  which  is 
full  of  iflands,  can-  be  an  infurmoun table  boundary.  They  cai& 
ftill  lels  believe  that  Germany  even  defires  this  boundary.  The 
deimtation  like^vife  feel  thcmfclves  here  called  upon  to  repeat, 
that  the  preliminaries  of  peace  at  Leoben  ought  to  avail  the 
Empire,  as  the  Emperor  concluded  thefe  preliminaries  in  fo  far  as 
liiejr  regard  the  integrity  of  the  Empire,  in  virtue  of  the  d^ciiion 
of  the  Diet,  who  dircdod  him  to  make  the  firft  overtures  of  peace, 
aid  as  they  were  folcmnly  accepted  by  the  latter;  and  in  (lead  of 
changing  thefe  preliminaries  in  any  refpeft,  the  treaty  of  Cauip^ 
Formic  confirmed  them  in  the  moll  formal  manner.  In  a  word, 
^  deputation  are  defiroiis  to  concur  in  accelerating  peace,  in 
putting  an  end  to  the  complaints  occufioned  by  tiie  rccjuiiitions, 
contributions,  and  other  burdens  which  continue  to  be  impoRd 
^>fi  the  territories  of  the  Empire.  But  as  it  is  of  great  import- 
*©ccthat  thefe  practices  fhould  fpecdily  ceafe,  and  that  the  preli- 
minaries (hould  in  this  matter  be  the  rule,  the  deputation  fuggeit 
^hai  the  French  miniftcrs  ihotdd,  as  foon  as  pofl'iblc,  make  a  re- 
port to  their  government  upon  this  rubji*ct,f^s  well  as  the  obfcrva- 
^i^s  relative  to  the  boundary  of  the  Kiiine. 

feiruary  3. 

^^^ance  ef  the  Note  of  the  french  Deputies^  In  Anjwcr  to  the  Reply 

of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire. 

That  the  reply  of  the  deputation,  far  from  affording  the 
P^nipotentiaries  motives  for  modifying  their  firil  propofitifin,  is, 
^  the  contrary,  calculated  to  make  them  fenfiWe  of  the  propriety 
^'^'l  the  ncceflity  of  it.  The  open  protcdion  given  to  the  united 
^^igrants  who  thrcatcnkd  the  frontiers,  noiwithftanding  the 
wongcft  remonllranccs,  was  a  firfl  a»Sl  of  holliliiy  againlt  France, 

which 
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which  certainly  wifhed  for  peace,  and  had  an  indifptitable  intereftii 
maintaining  it.  The  coniiant  refufal  to  diPperfe  the  aflembh^ol 
tboTe  implacable  enemies,  compelled  France  to  have  recoorfetc 
meafures  of  feif-prefervation  ;  but  the  Empire,  far  from  feckifl{ 
to  fufpend  them  by  granting  an  equitable  fatisfadion,  conclodec 
with  declaring  the  exiftence  of  hoftilities.  It  has  never  beci 
afliimed,  nor  wiflied  to  be  aflumed^  that  the  integrity  of  the  Els' 
pire  ihould  form  the  bafis  of  peace  between  the  Germanic  bodj 
and  the  French  republic.  To  think  otherwife,  would  be  an  a- 
ocfs  of  credulity.  Thus,  the  20th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Caa^N 
Fcrrmio,  the  only  paflage  where  mention  is  made  of  a  pacificatin 
between  both  thefe  powers,  merely  flates,  that  a  congrefi  flul 
be  held  at  Raftadt* 

With  refpe£k  to  the  other  objeds  mentioned  in  the  note  pit 
fisfited  by  the  deputation,  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  oi  A 
French  republic  do  not  think  themfeive»juftified  to  enter  tntoth 
difcuffion  of  tbofe  collateral  confiderations,  confidcring  that! 
could  only  tend  to  poftpone  the  termination  of  the  war.  Tbe 
conclude  with  declaring  to  the  deputation  of  the  Empire,  **  tin 
it  (hall  be  refponfible  for  the  confequence  that  may  refult  frooi  il 
rrfuiing  to  adhere  to  a  bafls,  juft,  fuitaUe,  beneficial  to  bat 
ftates,  and  the  adoption  of  which  goes  to  prepare  an  indemnit 
for  thofe  princes  on  the  right  bank  dF  the  Rhine  who  have  fuffnf 
in  their  pofleflions  on  the  left.'* 

15/6  PItiviofe,  4tb  February, 


Suhjfance  of  the  Note  of  tbe  Deputation  of  the  Empire^  in  jfnjmr 
the  Note  delivered  by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  41^ 
February. 

THAT,  in  order  to  (horten  the  negotiation,  the  depistatii 
declare  that  they  wi(h  to  know,  without  delay,  the  whole  extent 
the  facrifices  required  of  the  Empire  aft^r  the  termination  of  tl 
unfortunate  war ;  th^,  in  acquainting  them  with  all  the  extc 
of  thc'fe  facrifices,  it  is  particularly  necelTary  to  (late  the  modific 
tions,  and  the  fate  which  is  refcrvcd  for  private,  domains  a 
property  in  the  cotintries  required  to  be  ceded ;  that  the  fim( 
provifional  conclufion  of  a  bafis  of  peace  would  not  haden  t 
definitive  conclufion,  as  at  any  time  previous  to  the  ratificatioit* 
the  part  of  the  Emperor  and  the  Empire,  the  principal  queftii 
may  be  recurred  to ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  if  France  wiH  nc 
make  a  clear,  juft,  and  equitable  propoiition,  the  deputation  m 
then  declare  thernfelvcs  in  fiich  a  manner  as  (ball  contribute 
the  fpeedy  conclufion  of  a  peace :  that,  meanwhile,  the  dcp 
Ution  would  regard  as  a  iirft  proof  of  the  pacific  fentimems 

FnuK 
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France,  the  withdrawing  the  troops  of  the  republic,  at  leafl  from 
die  right  bank  of  the  Rhinei  for  the  relief  of  the  countries  which 
have  fuffered  fo  much  by  the  war. 
iQtb  Fibruary* 

hfy  tf  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  the  Note  of  the   loth  of 

February* 

2ld  Pluviofe  (Feb.  lo). 
THE  miniflers  plenipotentiai-y  of  the  French  republic  reply  to 
(he  note  of  the  deputation  of  this  date,  that  nothing  could  be 
nK)it(nearly  exprefled  than  the  manner  in  vihich  they  dated  their 
irfl  propofition.      The  republic,  they  fay,    derhands  that  the 
courfe  of  the  Rhine  be  the  boundary  of  the  two  dates.     Such  is 
4e  invariable  wifli  of  the  French  government.     Can  it  be  doubt- 
ed when  it  is  tranfmitted  by  the  miniders  of  the  republic  ?     This 
is  not  the  moment  in  which  the  value  of  the  objcdls  Ceded  ought 
tobe  calculated.    The  deputation  of  the  Empire  is  not  agreed  as 
to  their  importance  \  and  nothing  can  be  more  indifferent,  fince 
the  fame  bafis  is  nccelfary  under  every  other  hypothefis.     It  is 
IHillcfs  neceflary  to  inquire  what  poffedions  ought  to  remain  to 
4e  princes  who  lofe  their  fovcreignty.     The  domains  of  princes 
vhoetijoyed  the  fovereignty,  mud,  as  in  (imilar  cafes,  be  confi- 
(lered  the  property  of  the  nation  to  which  the  ceflion  is  made. 
To  enter  into  the  difcuflion  of  fuch  complicated  quedions  would 
kto  retard  rather  than  to  accelerate  the  concluflon  of  the  nego- 
tiations.    The  cedion  of  all  that  is  beyond  the  Rhine  is  the  bads 
of  the  treaty. — Indemnity  on  the  right  bank  is  its  confequence. 
Valuations,  the  manner  and  the  application  of  the  indemnity,  arc 
fubjcds  for  future  confideration.     Why  difcufs  fubfidiary  quef- 
tions  before  the  general  principle  be  acknowledged  ?     The  de- 
clared wifli  of  the  French  government  for  peace  cannot  be  mif- 
iinderflood.     It  is  notorious  that  the  miniders  of  the  French 
republic  hadencd  to  repair  to  the  congrcfs ;  that  they  brought 
^vjth  them  fudicient  powers  for  carrying  on  the  negotiation  ;  that 
*hey  dated  their  propofition  with  franknefs  the  fird  moment  the 
^^tation  of  the  Empire  were  fiifficiently  authorized  to  hear  it. 
And  in  order  that  no  doubt  may  remain  with  regard  to  their  defire' 
for  accelerating  the  copclufion  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  they  will  con- 
tinue carefully  to  avoid  every  thing  which,  not  tending  direftly  to 
that  objefl,  might  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  negotiation,  by  bring- 
^^l  forward  foreign  and  inferior  quedions,  which  would  only 
fjrvcto  prolong  the  nuferies  of  war,  by  giving  the  eviUdifpofed 
^itne  to  prepare  wicked  coalitions  and  criminal  intrigues.     The 
^inillcrs  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  refer  themfelves 
^tnpletely  to  their  note  of  the  15th  Pluviofe,  and  pcrfid  in  de- 
^'^Ving  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  refponfible  for  refufing,  or 
Vol,  VII.  S  s  making; 
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making  evafions  equivalent  to  refufing,  to  agree  to  a  proper  ir 
ncceflary  bafis.  T^^ilhard  and  Bonniej 

Anfiver  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  to  the  Note  of,  the  Frcm 
Plenipotentiaries f  of  the  Date  of  the  i  oth  February. 

IT  was  hoped,  in  confequence  of  the  wiflics  contained  in  il 
note  of  the  lOth  of  this  month,  that  the  full  extent  of  the  cor 
ditions  of  peace  was  known.  But  the  counter  note  of  the  fam 
day  docs  not  corrcfpond  with  that  hope,  for  in  that  they  infii 
folely  upon  the  propofition  already  made  on  the  27th  of  the  lal 
month  by  the  French  legation,  to  eftablifh  a  bafis  of  pacification 
Although  it  is  not  intended  to  refift  any  longer  the  reiterated  dc 
mand  to  edablifh  this  previous  bafis,  ncvcrthelefs  the  Frencf 
minifters,  in  weighing  attentively  the  important  reafons  advanced 
upon  thia  fubjed  in  the  preceding  notes,  will  judge  how  impofli- 
ble  it  is  to  adopt  a  bafis  in  its  full  extent,  upon  which  they  demaiui 
that  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  {hall  be  the  frontier  or  the  twc 
flatus. 

In  order  to  give  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  condefcenfion,  and  tc 
arrive  as  foon  as  poffible  at  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  they  think 
(however  painful  this  refolution  may  be  to  the  deputation)  thai 
they  ought  not  to  hefitate  in  making  great  facrifices.  If  thentbc 
French  government  will  moderate  their  propofitions  for  peace,  ai 
IS  expcdcd  from  their  equity  and  juflice,  and  will  demand  out) 
half  the  territories  of  the  Empire  fituated  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  the  negotiation  may  be  eftabliflied  upon  thia  bafis.  Tlicn 
France  will  only  have  to  declare  what  part  (hall  be  the  objcft  o< 
cefiion,  fubjeft  to  the  neccifary  modifications,  and  having  all  pof- 
fible regard  to  the  cftabliihmentof  a  military  line.  After  this 
frank  offer,  the  French  legation  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  depu- 
tation of  the  Empire  are  fincerc  in  their  defire  for  the  conclufaon 
of  pence  ;  and  confcqucntly  the  French  government  can  have  no 
difliculty,  in  the  interval,  of  obferving  the  armillice  moft  fcru- 
puloully,  and  of  withdrawing  their  troops  from  the  right  fide  of 
the  Rhine,  as  has  been  repeatedly  defired. 

Rajladt^  February  19. 

Anfiver  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  the  Note  prefenttd  bj  ^ 
Deputation  0/  the  Empire  on  the  1 9/^  February, 

THE  note  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  prefented  ycftcrf*T 
to  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  00  ^^ 

Sart  of  the  Count  de  Mctternich,  minirter  plenipotentiary  of  ^^ 
lajcfly  the  Emperor,  propofcs  a  plan  of  modification,  in  e^^ 
point  of  view  inadmilfiblc  to  the  demands  made  by  the  Fi*^ 
republic.      The    partition  propofed  by  that   note  would  cn8«^ 

many  inconveniences  to  limits  marked  out  by  naturCt  wiA^^^ 

offtring 
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any  adrantage  which  could  balance  thefc  inconveniencei. 
Minds  upon  which  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  have 
contefted  the  propofal  made  by  the  French  republic,  are 
ipatible  with  a  partial  as  they  are  with  a  total  ceflion. 
lently  the  offer  of  a  half  is  a  formal  acknowledgment  of 
lidity  of  thefe  reafons.     It  is  impoflible  to  fubfcribe  to  the 
lich  induces  the  deputation  to  conteft  the  other  half,  par- 
when  it  is  recollcifted,  that  in  their  fird  notes  they  fug- 
hat  thefe  pofTeirions  were  of  little  importance.     Befides^ 
»rious,  that  all  the  princes  and  fiates  having  poflTeflions  on 
r  fide  of  the  Rhine,  have  exprefled  their  wifhes  for  a  cef* 
the  neceflity  of  which  they  are  convinced.     Thus,  it  is 
ate  and  obfcure  interefts  that  can  oppofe  the  general  wiih^ 
ills  loudly  for  a  peace,  after  a  long  and  cruel  war. 
'rench  republic  owes  it  to  the  general  wifli,  ihe  owes  it 
f,  not  to  contribute  to  the  prolongation  of  thofe  evils 
fed  humanity,  by  tolerating  thofe  delays  which  bad  faith 
e  of  to  form  new  coalitions.     The  miniders  plenipoten- 
lare,  then,  that  they  perfift  more  flrongly  than  ever  in  the 
"  their  demands.     They  demand  a  fpeedy  and  podtive 
upon  the  bafis  long  fmce  acknowledged  and  confcntcd  to 
irties  the  mod  interefted,  and  which  leaves  to  the  repub- . 
id,  no  more  than  (he  poflefles,  and  which  fecures  the 
tnqiiiHity  of  thi  two  dates. 

}t  the  members  of  the  deputation  of  the.  Empire  to  con* 
icther  they  will  render  themfelves  refponfible  for  all  the 
s  which  mud  be  produced,  cither  by  refufal  or  by  delay. 

(Signed)         Treilhard. 
ir,  Fei.  20.  Bonnier. 


M  9/  the  Prujjian  Minifters^  refpe^ing  the  CeJJion  of  the 
left  Bank  rf  the  Rhine. 

Rafiadtj  February  19. 

inderfigned  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majedy  the  King  of 

the  congrefs  at  Radadt,  do  not  hefitate  to  declare,  in 

of  their  high  condituent,  that  his  Majedy  has  for  thefe 

^rs   zcaloufly  endeavoured   to  obtain  for  Germany  a 

fiivourable  as  circumdances  will  allow.    His  Majedy 

dill  the  fame  ardent  wi(h  ;  he  is  alfo  of  opinion  that 

cannot  be  too  foon  accelerated,  not  only  becaufe  it  will 

vcral  parts  of  Germany  from  the  expenfes  of  the  war, 

they  arc  exhauded,  but  alfo  becaufe  it  will  fecure  the 

ipire  againd  the  difaders  and  incalculable  confequences 

:h  it  is  threatened,  by  the  continuation  of  the  prefent 

Ings. 

ring  that,  according  to  the  ncgoliationa  which  have 

S  s  2  taken 
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taken  place  between  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  and  the  Frci 
embafly,  it  might  happen  that/  in  order  to^attain  a  peace, 
earneftly  defired  by  the  nation,  and  fo  defirabte  for  humanity, 
deputation  of  the  Emperor  and  of  the  Empire  might  thinl 
neceffary  to  accede  to  the  bafis'of  peace  propofed  by  Frai 
namely,  the  ceflTion  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine— the  un( 
figned  plenipotentiaries  declare,  in  the  name  of  his  Majefty; 
co-ftate  of  the  Empire,  that,  notwithft^nding  his  paternal  f 
ings  arc  fevcrely  hurt  by  the  lofs  of  fubjeSs  who  manifeft  fo  fa 
hil  an  attachment  to  him,  it  is  not  his  intention  to  make  an 
ception  with  refpeA  to  his  dominions  fltuated  on  that  ftde: 
that,  by  the  ceifion  thereof,  he  will  make  a  facrifice  to  the  pu 
welfare  and  the  reftoration  of  peace,  taking,  however,  as  n 
as  poflible,  the  neceffary  meafures  of  precaution,  for  the  ha 
iiefs  and  fafety  of  the  property  of  the  inhabitants,  and  on  co 
tion  that  his  Majedy  receives  a  juft  and  equivalent  indemnifica 
on  the  right  banks  of  the  Rhine. 

(Signed)  Count  de  Goei 

De  Jacobi. 

Kloe^l. 
Rajladty  Feb.  14,  1798.  DoHM. 

ON  the  3d  of  March  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  prefc 
another  note  to  the  French  minifters,  in  whicfi  they  repeatec 
arguments  made  ufe  of,  and  the  propofition  contained  in  then 
fwer  of  the  19th  of  February. 


Anfwcr  to  the  Deputation  of  the  EmprCy  to  the  Note  of  the  Def 

tlon  of  the  ^d  March, 

THE  underfigned  have  received  the  note  of  the  deputatii: 
the  Empire,  addreiFcd  to  thein  yefterday  evening  by  Count  1 
ternicb,  miniller  plenipotentiary  from  his  Imperial  Majefty: 
following  is  their  aivfw^r.  The  French  republic  has  declan 
the  outfet  of  the  negotiation,  with  that  franknefs  from  whfc 
will  never  depart,  the  bafis  on  which  alone  peace  can  be  n 
The  propriety,  juftice^  and  neccfllty  of  it  have  been  dcr 
ftratcd  in  the  preceding  no;cs,  and  the  common  intereft  oi 
two  dates  re^Dircs  it.  .  The  French  republic  cxpefted  th 
yrould  have  received  an  anfwer  with  the  fame  franknefs ;  ba 
ing  all  fhift  or  cvafion.  An  end  mull  be  put  to  this  difcu 
The  minifters  of  the  French  republic,  therefore,  require  lb 
putation  of  the  Empire  to  declare  pofiiivcly  whether  it  w 
will  not  accede  to  the  bafis  propofed, 

(SignedJ  Treilhai 

Rofadtf   i4ih  rentofc  (March  4),  BoNNlER. 

htbyear  of  the  French  republic^ 
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Sal/lance  of  the  Conclufum  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  on  the 

litb  March. 

t 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  confent  to  .vote  the  ceflion  of 
;     the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  to  the  French,  on  the  following  con- 
ditions : 

1.  All  the  French  troops  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  (hall 
inmediately  evacuate  that  country,  and  impofe  no  farther  rtqui- 
fitionsi 

2.  The  French  republic  (hall  make  no  other  pretenfion  or  de- 
mand of  any  nature  whatever,  except  the  ceflion  of  the  countries 
lituated  on  the*othcr  fide  of  the  Rhine. 

3.  The  negotiations  ihall  Itill  be  continued  according  to  the 
method  propofed,  relative  to  the  articles  remitted  to  the  French 
ninifters,  with  the  note  of  the  3d  of  this  month. 

And  the  deputation  **  hope  that  the  French  government  will 
confent  to  make  an  exception  in  favour  of  that  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Empire  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  which  extends  from  the 
fcurce  of  the  Roer  to  the  junflion  of  the  Maefe  with  the  Rhine; 
and  that  it  will  not  refufe  to  leave  this  portion  of  that  territojy  to 
[     the  Empire." 

I 

,      7»  M.  Baron  Aihini^  Direilorial  M'tntfter  of  Mentz  to  the  Congrefs 

at  Rafiadt. 

THE  miniders  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  were 
*Iw^ays  of  opinion,  that  the  deputation  of  the  Empire,  imprefled 
*ith  the  neceflity  of  a  fixed  and  invariable  limit  between  the  two 
ftates,  would  frankly,  and  without  rellriction,  accede  to  a  dc- 
»»Jind  which  could  not  be  obftinately  combated  but  through  paflion 
indimereft.  They  fee  with  fatisfaftion,  by  the  conclufum  of  the 
'2ih  March,  of  which  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Ma- 
M)  the  Emperor  has  tranfmitted  them  a  copy,  together  with 
4e  note  of  ycftcrday,  that  their  hope  has  not  been  difappointcd. 

They  may  then  labour  eflicacioufly  in  eftablifliing  the  happi- 
''cftof  the  people,  by  employing  thcmfclvcs,  without  hefitation 
*r  delay,  in  preventing  for  ever  the  fcourge  of  war,  by  a  fpeedy 
Pacification,  the  firll  confeqnencc  of  which  will  be  the  return  of 
^hc  troops  into  the  interior.  To  accelerate  this  great  work,  it 
^t'lbc  firft  neceflary  to  regulate  the  mode  of  giving  indemniticss 
^0  the  Hates  which  have  loft  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine. 
:^^  plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  republic  find  the  bafis  of  thofe 
*»»dcmnities  in  fecularizations.  The  deputation  of  the  Empire 
^ill  be  cafily  convinced  that  this  bafis  is  not  Icfs  neceifary  ihari 
*^t  already  adopted  refpcfting  the  limits.  It  will  undotibtedly 
*^  fwpcrfiuous  to  obfervc,  that  it  is  not  a  queftion  to  value,  at  this 
^o^cnt,  the  loilos  which  may  aiford  room  for  indemnity,  nor  to 

point 
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point  out  the  objcds  which  may  be  employed  for  that  pu 
they  ought  not,  nor  can  occupy  thc^irdves  upon  the  appl 
of  the  principle,  until  the  principle  itfelf  is  recognifcd. 
only  will  they  (totnakc  ufe  of  the  very  expreffions  of  the  c 
lion)  determine  what  is  ncceifary  with  refpeS  to  the  article 
td  to  the  note  of  the  3d  March,  in  which,  in  fa£l>  they  An 
tdmiffible  difpofitions. 

(Signed)  Treilhard  arid  Boi 

Rajladi^  23^  Veniofe  ( I  ^th  March). 


Vote  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  in  jfrtfivcr  to  the  Plei 

tiaries*  refpe fling  Secularizations. 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  had  believed  that  the  mo 
j)er  mode  of  proceeding,  and  bed  adapted  to  accelerate  tli 
chifion  of  a  peace,  was  to  agree  previoufly  on  every  thing 
lary  to  be  determined  to  fix  the  future  limits  between  tl 
nations,  before  they  Qiould  proceed  to  difcufs  the  other  arti 
the  peace.  But  as  the  P^rcnch  minifters,  in  their  lad  note 
declared,  that  they  have  already  anfwered  the  propofitions 
deputation,  and  that  they  cannot  engage  in  any  farther  negc 
lieiative  to  this  objefi,  until  the  deputation  has  declared  i 
Ibot  to  the  mode  of  indemnification  propofed ;  and  that,  1 
this  declaration,  it  is  abfolutely  impoflible  that  peace  (ho 
concluded  ;  but  that  in  the  fubfequent  negotiations,  attenti< 
be  paid  to  whatever  may  be  juft  and  conformable  to  the  i 
of  the  two  nations  :  the  deputation^  to  haften  thefe  negoti 
and  the  final  conclufion  of  the  treaty,  fees  itfelf  obliged  to  < 
to  the  indemnities  demanded,  by  thei  mode  of  fecularizatioi 
the  lodes  which  fhall  be  fuftained  on  the  left  bank  of  the  ] 
and  to  enter  into  new  negotiations  on  this  fubjc6l,  in  fuch  : 
ner,  however,  as  to  proceed  in  it  with  all  the  precautions  ; 
itriclions  which  arc  effcntially  ncceffary  for  the  maintena 
the  Gerxnanic  Empire  jn  all  its  relations ;  as  well  as  i 
elUblifhmcnt  and  fecurity  of  the  well-being  of  the  ftates, 
bers  and  fubjctSfs  of  the  Empire.  But,  as  in  the  fixing  o 
indemnity,  it  is  principally  of  importance  to  determii 
amount  of  the  lolles  fuitained ;  it  is  expeded  that  the  ] 
fniniflers  will  return  a  prccife  and  vohmtary  anfwer  to  th 
previous  points  contained  in  the  note  of  the  12th  of  Marcl 
that  they  will  like  wife  make  no  difficulty  to  declare  themfelves 
eighteen  articles  tranfmitted  to  them  on  the  3d  of  March.  1 
putation,  therefore,  conceiving  that  it  has  advanced  in  every 
its  power  touards  the  abfolute  conclurion  of  peace,  expe^ 
the  French  government  vi  ill  at  length  grant  the  wifli  it 
often  urged  in  vain;  by  withdrawing  the  troops  \v^ich  dill  o 
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in  great  numbers,  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  thereby  re^ 
Ucfiog  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  from  an  opprcilive  bur* 
den. 

Reply  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  to  the  foregoing  Note. 

THE  deputation   of  the   Empire   having  acknowledged   the 
neceflity  of  Iccularization,  in  order  to  provide  indemniiications  for 
thofe  Rates  which   have  loft  poircfTions  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  and  having  acceded  to  the  principle  of  fecularization,  pro- 
ceeds in  its  note  of  the  16th  of  Germinal  (April  5),  to  exprefs  a 
wi(h,  that  the  minifters  pknipotentiary  of  the  French  republic 
would  declare  themfelves  relative  to  the  fecond  propofition  in  the 
note  of  the  deputation  of  the  21ft  of  Ventofe  (March  la^  and 
the  eighteen  articles  annexed  to  their  note  of  the  13th  df  Ventofe 
fMarch  3).     It  is  likev^ife  required  that  the  troops  of  the  repub- 
lic on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  may  be  withdrawn.     The 
minifters  plenipotentiary  wi(h  to  declare  themfelves  relative  to 
thefe  fevcral  demands.     With  refpeiflto   the   laft,  they  repeat 
wbt  they  have  already  aiferted,  that  the  relinquifhing  of  military 
poStions  can  only  be  the  confequence  of  a  peace  finally  conclude 
cd,  ind  therefore  there  is  as  yet  no  fuflicient  reafon  fr>r  with* 
dnwing  the  troops  frotn  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine.     With  «* 
fped  to  the  fecond  propofition  contained  in  the  note  of  the  21ft 
of  Ventofe   (March    laj,    the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  anfwer,  that  they  have  already  faid  fufficient  to 
Satisfy  every  reafonable  perfi^n,  as  they  have  declared,  that  in  the 
ftither  progrefs  of  the  negotiations  they  will  only  liften  to  what  is 
Jtift  and  agreeable  to  the  common  interefts  of  both  nations,  by 
^Kch  they  have  declared  that  fuch  only  ftiall  be  the  demands  on 
*«*cir  fide.     Laftly,  with   refpeft  to  the  articles  annexed  to  the 
•ote  of  the  13th  of  Ventofe  (March  3),  the  minifters  plenipo- 
^ntiary  of  the  French  republic  remark  that  thefe  articles  by  no 
***eaDS  appeur  to  have  been  framed  with  a  view  to  accelerate  the 
^*^clufion  of  peace.     Some  of  thern  can  never  have  been  objeds 
^  ferious  doubt  on  the  part  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire, 
*^ch  as,  for  example,  the  fecurity  of  private  property,  the  free 
^^ercifc  of  religious  worfhip  according  to  the  regulation  of  the 
^^"Ws,  and  oblivion  of  all  opinions  that  may  have  been  exprefled 
^^ring  the  war.     Others  of  thefe  articles,   however,   are  evi- 
dently incompatible  with  the  fovereignty  of  the  republic  and  its 
^^nftitution.      The  underfigned  can   never   fufficiently   exprefs 
*^^ir  furprife  that  any  perfons  fliould  ever  have  entertained  a 
^oubt  of  fome  of  thefe  articles,  or  have  refolved  to  require  the 
.^*lfilmpnt  of  the  others.     In  the  prefent  fituation  of  circimi- 
^^ces,  the  true  mean  to  baftea  the  negotiations,  is  to  make 

I  exertions 
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exertions  for  the  application  of  the  bafis  of  indetnnificatioQSk 
Probably  it  would  be  iiiofl  conducive  to  this  end,  flioiild  the  depu- 
tation of  the  Empire  lay  down  fome  general  rules  to  determine  the 
fate  ot  thofc  itaics  f^icj  titularies)  whicli  arc -to  be  abrogated^  that 
no  (ioiibts  ?siay  remain  wjih  rcfpeft  to  the  principles  of  reafon.aiul 
pruiiciice  which  guiuc  this  important  operation. 
Rajiadt^  19  Germhia!  {jlpril  iibj,  the  btb 
ytar  0/  the  French  republic, 

(Sigiicdj  TreilharOi 


Reply  of  the  Deputation  cf  the  Empire  to  the  loft  Note  of  tht  FrcnA 

Minijicru 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  has  obfcrvcd  in  its  late  notCf 
that  in  order  to  iix  the  indemnities,  it  will  crpcciall)'  be  necedary 
to  know  the  quantity  of  the  lolfes  ;  that  it  therefore  expeded  that 
a  precife  and  determinate  anlwer  would  be  returned  to  the  feqond 
point  prcvionfly  iiated   in  the  note  of  the  12th  of  March,  and 
that  the  French  minifters  w'ould  in  like  manner  make  no  difficulty 
to  declare  themfelves  relative  to  the  eighteen  articles  tranfaiitted 
on  the  3d  of  March.     The  deputation  added,  in  the  fame  notpi 
.that  it  entertained  the  firmed  hope  that  the  French  troops  would 
be  withdrawn  as  foon  as  poiTiblc  from  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine. 

The  contents  of  the  note  of  the  Trench  miniftcrs  of  the  date 
of  the   19th  Germinal  (8th  April},  by   no  means  corrcfpondcd 
Vi'ith  thefe  ju(t  expeSations;  for  with  refpefl  to  the  withdrawing 
of  the  French  troops,  it  was  dated,  that  no  fuiricient  motive  for 
it  t:ould  ex  id  before  the  abfohite  conclufion  of  peace.    .As  to  the 
feccnd  previous  point,  it  was  only  explained  in  a  manner  which 
could  not  be  entirely  falisfaflory,  by  declaring  indetcrminatclVj 
tlut  it  nind  be  underilood  from  preceding  dec  brat  ions,  that.oni/ 
fucii  demands  as  might  be  accepted  would  be  made  on  the  part  of 
France.     With   refpei*^  to  the  eighteen  aniclcs  trjnfaiitid  ofi 
ihe  3d  of  March,  the  French  mini  iters  remark,  thai  lonie  of  them 
can  admit  of  no  doubt  ;  and  affcrt,  tliat  others  are  entirely  incom- 
patible with  the  fovereignty  and  conditution  of  the  republic,  with- 
out making  any  mention  of  the  red.     They  have  concluded  by 
the  pjopolcil  to  labour  for  the  application  of  ihebafis  of  indcmni- 
tivf,  and  prcvionfly  to  lay  down  foiue  general  rules  to  fix  the  fjt^ 
-A  liioic  v\hicii  may  be  lupprelfed. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  pcrfeflly  rccognifcs  the  juft  con- 

r.-eraiion.^  which  may  have  induced  the  French  miiiiflers  totn«^ 

ThLi  liiitcr  propofition  ;  and  it  is  a  fatisfadlion  to  it,  that,  rclauve 

T»»  tiMs  paiticuljr,  its  obligations  entirely  accord  with  tfcc  defifc? 

c»  ti.n;  f  u;.^'h  i*.  nublic.      The  deputation   is,    however, 'fir"?!? 

^  pcrfuailtd 
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Kied  thftt  it  is  impodible  to  proceed  efHcacioufly  toeftaMiIh 
in^iples  on  which  the  indemnities  ought  to  be  founded,  un« 
ttcife  and  determinate  knowledge  (hall  be  obtained  of  the 
f  tbing$,  and  all  circumftances.  But  this  knowledge  cannot 
[uired  till  by  the  adjudment  of  the  eighteen  articles  above 
jned,  the  whole  of  the  lofs,  the  modiiicatiuns  under  which 
flians  muft  take  place,  and  the  fate  of  the  inhabitants  of 
o?inces  beyond  the  Rhine,  (hall  have  been  agreed  on  ia 
t;  the  deputation  having  only  conitnted  to  facriBces  fo  great 
ofible  to  Germany,  in  the  full  expectation  !.:at  the  three 
as  points  contained  in  the  note  of  the  i  ith  of  March  would 
edcd  to«  The  deputation  of  the  Empire  therefore  believes 
'ormable  to  its  important  duties  to  infi(t  on  the  adherence 
Former  propofitions.  It  therefore  again  repeats  the  exped* 
t  has,  that  the  PVcnch  miniders  plenipotentiary  (hall  anfwer 
lecife  and  determinate  manner  to  the  fecond  previous  point 
note  of  the  i  ith  of  March ;  that  they  (hall  explain  them- 
relative  to  each  of  the  eighteen  articles  before  mentioned  ; 
at  they  (hall  without  delay  take  the  necelFary  meafures  for 
awing  the  French  troops  from  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
the  different  countries  are  fo  much  exhaufted  as  to  be  in- 
e  of*  any  longer  fupporting  the  burden. 
kdi,  Jfril  i^thy  1798. 


r  pf  the  French  Mlnijiers  to  the  Note  of  the  Deputation  ofthi 

Empire  of  the  1 8/A  JpriL 

E.  ceflion  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  acceptance 
principle  of  fecnlarizatipn,  in  order  to  provide  indemnifi- 
,  leave  now  nothing  more  to  be  done,  but  to  examine  ia 
lanner  thefe  two  formally  acknowledged  principles  may  be 
into  effeft.  The  deputation  of  the  Empire  has  very  juftly 
:cd,  that,  in  order  to  adjuft  the  meafure  of  the  indemnifi- 
f  it  will  be  proper  firfl  to  afcertain  the  extent  of  the  loflfes. 
lierefore  exprelfed  a  wifh  for  an  explanation  relative  to  this 
ind  likewife  to  all  other  demands  which  it  may  be  intended 
c.  The  demands  of  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
I  republic  are  Hmple,  and  founded  on  the  common  advan« 
'both  nations.  It  is,  in  fadi,  fufficient  merely  to  ftate 
to  render  their  propriety  evident.  The  deputation  will 
\  prefent  note  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  almoft  all  the  queftions 
icd  in  its  former  communications,  l^he  navigation  of  the 
(hall  be  alike  free  to  both  nations;  but  no  others  can  par- 
:  in  it,  except  by  their  confent,  and  under  fuch  conditions 
^  fliall  choofe  to  require.  The  ways  on  the  fide  of  that 
tall  be  maintained  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  refpe£tive  banks, 
.,  Vir.  T  t  ^ad 
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and  no  works  undertaken  on  either  fide  which  may  be  to  the  d 

triment  of  the  othci.     The  tranfits  on  both  Tides  (hail  be  free,  ar 

all  tolls  (hall  be  abolifhcd.     Commodities  ihall  only  be  fubjelEl : 

the  tolls  which  are  paid  on  their  being  (hipped,  which,  howevc 

on  the  one  bank,  fliall  not  exceed  thofe  paid  on  the  other.     Tl 

iflands  of  the  Rhine  (hall  belong  to  the  French  republic.     Tl 

infinite  advantages  that  muft  refult  from  a  free  navigatron  gi 

reafon  to  hope  that  the  deputation  will  find  it  no  lefs  proper 

render  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  which  flow  into  the  Rhiin 

and  the  navigations  of  the  great  rivers  of  Germany,   fuch  atf  fi 

Danube,  likewife  free  to  both  nations.     In  confequence  of  the 

fllpulations,  the  French  repiiblic  will  retain  nothing  on  the  rig 

bank  of  the  Rhine,  except  the  fort  of  Kchl,  and  its  territory. 

will  eafily  be  perceived  that  the  republic  does  not  wi(h  to  reta 

polfeflion  of  thcfe  for  the  fake  of  aggrandizement,  but  for  its  o\s 

fecurity  and  tranquillity,  and  to  pi  event  every  occafion  of  a  ruj 

ture.     From  a  reafon  of  Hmilar  urgency,  the  demolition  of  tl 

fortrefs  is  required,  the  cxillence  of  which  is  in  fomc  oieafurt  ii 

compatible  with  the  exillcncc  of  Coblentz.     It  is  not  ncce(ra 

here  to  mention  the  fort  of  CaiTcI  and  its  appurtenances,  as  tli 

fort  can  only  be  confidercd  as  a  part  of  the  fortifications  of  Ment 

and  confequently  cannot  be  fcparafed  from  it.     Laftly,  the  ir 

public  requires  the  commercial  bridge  between  the  two  Brifa 

ihall  be  reflored  ;  and  that  a  tracl  of  land,  fifty  acres  in  exten 

oppofitc  the  old  bridge  at  Huningucn,  (hall  be  ceded,  with  tl 

road  nccefTary  to  pafs  to  it.     All  the  reft  of  the  countries  on  tl 

right  bank  of  the  Rhine  fhall  be  evacuated  by  the  French  troops,  ii 

mcduUdy  after  the  conclufion  and  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peaci 

It   now   only  remains  to  point    out  thofe    pofleffions   on  t 

left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  which  are  to  be  indemnified  from  t 

right  bank.     The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  rcpu 

lie  think  it  cannot  be  necefl'ary  to  declare  themfclvcs  luore  cxp 

citly  on  this  head ;  as  it  cannot  cfcapc  the  deputation,  that  whs 

ever  appertained  to  the  princes  or  ftatcs  of  the  P-mpirc,  or  knigl 

of  the  Teutonic  order,  by  a  neccilary  confequence,  and  accordi: 

to  the  principles  generally  acknowledged,  mi3il  be  transferred 

the  right  bank  of  the  Rliinc,     The  debts  likewife  with  whi 

thefe  objedts  or  pofleflions  were  encumbered,  muft  be  transfen 

to  the  poflTeffions  applied  as  indemnifications.     It  is  alfo  to  beu 

derllood  thai  the  Empire  renounces  all   kind  of  pretenfions, 

whatever  nature  they  may  be,  to  ihc  ceded  podcflions;  and  tli 

all  titles  derived  frorfi  tiicm  ihall  entirely  ceafe.     The  fame  i 

nnnciation  fliall  likewife  take  place  with  rcfpccl  to  all  pretcnfio 

on  the  territory  of  the  republics  in  alliance  with  the  French  J 

public.     The  deputation  will  perceive,   that  the  articles  here  < 

tered  are  the  only  ones  which  can   produce  that  fecurc  order 

things,  and  that  durable  peace,  which  mud  be  the  wi(h  of  bd 

natidi] 
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iutions.  It  k  ^obbtlefs  unncceflary  to  make  any  referve  with 
refpeA  to  any  particular  demands  of  Turns  of  money,  moveable  t 
goodsi  or  other  payments  to  which  fome  ftates  may  be  bound  with 
regard  to  the  French  republic.  The  prefent  fubjeft  only  relates 
to  the  German  Empire,  and  by  no  means  to  particular  engage- 
ments which  may  have  been  cuntraftcd,  and  which  in  their  na- 
Uirq  have  no  reference  to  the  Empire.  The  miniflers  plenipo- 
lentiary  of  the  French  republic  can  perceive  no  well-founded  ob- 
jcAions  that  can  be  made  to  thefe  demands,  which  arc  equally 
moderate  and  proper.  They  cxpeft  a  Tp^eJy  anfwcr.  The  time 
for  delay  is  paft. 

Raftadt^   14/*  of  Floreal  (May  3), 
ttbyear  of  tbt  French  republic , 

(Signed)  Treilmard, 

Bonnier. 


Cmimjum  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  at  Rajladt  on  the  \xth  of 
Majf  being  an  Anjvjer  to  the  Demands  made  by  the  French  Pleni^ 
fotentiaries  in  their  lajl  Note. 

,  THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  has  fecn  with  pleafurc,  in  the 
Maote  or  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic 
of  the  3d  of  May,  that  the  republic  was  convinced,  as  well  as  the 
deputation,  of  the  neceflity  of  eftablifhing  the  mafs  of  lofles,  be- 
fore any  determination  was  made  refpe£ling  the  mafs  of  indemni* 
tiCS}  which>  after  the  previous  declarations  of  the  deputation, 
vereto  be  limited  as  much  as  poflible.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  deputation  were  much  afflidlcd  at  finding,  againfl  their  expe£l- 
^on,  in  that  note,  frefh  pretenHons,  and  fuch,  that  their  mafs 
^urpaflfe^,  even  with  refpe£l  to  the  Empire,  the  facrifices  to  which 
'key  have  been  forced  to  confent,  and  which  they  have  confidered 
^  the  moft  grievous  and  the  greateft  by  which  the  Empire  could 
JNirchafc  peace  ;  prctenHons  which,  bePides,  would  evidently  de- 
tfioy  the  future  faifety  of  Germany. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  are  about  to  communicate  to 
^he  muiiftcrs  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  all  the  reafons 
bounded  in  the  nature  of  things,  which  oppofe  their  adhering  to 
^bofe  demands  \  they  will  alfo  reply  in  a  detailed  manner  to  the 
'eft  of  the  contents  of  the  faid  note,  full  of  confidence  as  they 
'fe  in  the  moderation  and  jufticc  of  the    French  government* 
■iThey  are  convinced  that  the  French  miniflers  themfelves  will  find 
'befc  reafons  and  details  fo  evident,  that  they  will  on  their  fTde 
^proximate  to  the  propofitions  of  the  deputation,  and  thereby 
Operate  a  fpeedy  conciliation,  which  has  been  fo  long  the  obje^ 
'^f  the  defircs  of  Germany,  and  for  the  facilitating  of  which  the 
deputation  of  the  Empire  have  refolved  to  make  fuch  painful  fa- 
orifices. 

T  t  2  To 
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To  follow  in  fome  mcafure  the  order  obfenred  la  the  laft  no(i 
of  the  French  minifters,  it  will  firft  be  neceflary  to  develope  the 
manner  in  which  thofe  miniftcrs  exprefs  themfelves  relative  to  the 
left  bank  of  the  Rhine.     They  will  recolleft  that  in  the  note  of 
the  nth  of  March,  the  deputation  acceded  to  the  bafis  of  peacc^ 
by  which  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  (hould  form  the  limit  between 
the  two  dates,  only  with  the  rcfervation  that  there  fhould  be  ati 
underftanding  upon  the  modifications  contained  in  the  eighteen 
articles  of  the  note  of  the  3d  of  March,  and  that  the  two  other 
previous  conditions  of  the  note  of  the  nth  of  March  (hooMbe 
admitted.     Thus,  in  confenting  finally  to  admit  the  courfe  of  the 
Rhine  for  a  limit,  it  was  neceiTarily  undcrftood  that  (confermabif 
to  the  principles  which  have  in  all  times  condituted  the  bafis  61 
treaties  between  peopled  the  river  fhould  belong  in  comnnon  to  the 
two  nations  which  it  divided,  or  that  an  ideal  line  (hould  form  the 
frontier  between  them.     The  deputation  of  the  Empire;  faithhil    - 
to  this  principle  of  the  right  of  nations,  in  the  eighteen  artitki 
tranfmitted  on  the  3d   of  March,  have  not  only   accepted' the 
middle  of  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  for  a  limit,  as  has  been  the 
cuftom  in  the  ancient  treaties  of  peace;  but  they  have  befides  pro* 
poft'd,  in  a  more  precife  manner,  that  the   18th  article  of  thft 
peace  of  Ryfwick,  and  the  6th  article  of  the  peace  of  Badcn» 
ihould  be  admitted  as  a  bafis  in  the  ulterior  negotiations.    But 
the  miniders  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  in  thdt 
notes,  fpeaking  of  the  fixing  of  the  future  limits  between  Get^ 
many  and  France,    have  only  made  a  general  mention  of  tb* 
Rhine  and  its  courfe ;  and  in  the  note  of  22d  Pluviofe  (Febnu^T} 
10),  they  have  faid  formally,  the  ccfllon  of  what  is  beyond  tb^ 
Rhine,  that  is  the  bafis. 

The  miniflers  plenipotentiary  have  not  altered  their  langna^^ 
in  the  fequel,  when  the  deputation,  to  prevent  all  mifunderilan^' 
ing,  remarked  fortinally  in  their  ulterior  communications,  th 
by  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  they  could  only  underfland  the  mici 
die  of  the  Rhine.  Morerwer,  this  acceptation  was  admitted  i 
the  note  of  the  25th  Vcntofe  (March  15).  The  deputatior^ 
therefore,  cannot  perfuade  themfelves  that  the  minifters  pleat 
tentiary  had  it  not  in  view,  on  their  fide,  to  take  the  middle 
the  Rhine  as  a  limit  between  the  two  nations  ;  and  thev  were  coi 
fequently  the  more  aflonifhed  that,  by  their  lad  note,  they  demm^ 
for  the  French  republic  all  the  iflcs  of  the  Rhine.  The  _ 
part  of  thofe  iflcs  belong  to  the  neighbouring  communes,  wh 
make  ufe  of  them  as  common  property  :  fome  of  them  alfo 
long  to  private  perfons.  Towards  the  middle  of  the  Rhine^ 
veral  families  pofTefs  them  by  title  of  fief,  and  the  fmaller  fa 
are  in  the  clafs  of  appurtenances  to  the  princes.  A  great  numbc 
of  thefe  ides  are  inhabited,  and  confid  of  woods,  meadows,  911^ 
cultivated  grounds;   and,  tgkpn  together,   they  would  form 


(    3*5    ) 

mj  oonfiderable  objed*     In  feveral  places,  particularly  on  the 
ideof  the  right  bank,  it  would  be  impoffible  to  colled  the  fafcmes 
xceflary  to  conftruA  and  keep  up  epis  upon  the  banks,  if  the  ides 
if  the  Rhine,  with  their  woods,  ivcre  lo(l  to  the  right  fide.  This 
objeAy  then,  is  of  great  impoitance  to  Germany,  and  the  lofs  of 
all  thefe  iiles  would,  in  a  commercial,  territorial,  and'  military 
(mint  of  view,  be  a  very  eflential  aggrandizement  to  the  French 
iqniblic.     However  inclined  the  deputation  may  be,  by  their 
known  principles,  toyieUi  to  France  fuch  of  the  iiles  as  may  be 
OB  her  fide,  it  ought  neverthelefs  to  be  eftablifhcd,  as  a  rcfervc, 
dntthe  ifles  which  are  on  the  right  (ide  (honld  remain  under  the 
Amitnton  of  the  Empire,  and  the  fovercigns  whofe  cflates  are  in 
Ac  neighbourhood  ;  adding,  formally,  that  private  property,  and 
thdr  limits  upon  the  iGes  on  both  fides,  ihall  remain  inviolable- 
la  the  places  where  the  river  does  not  change,  or  feldom  changes 
iti  bed,  that  is,  towards  the  middle  of  its  courfe,  and  particularly 
Mtke-Lower  Rhine,  that  line  of  demarkation  would  have  no  in- 
coBfeBicDCe.    But  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  the  Thalweg,  or,  properly 
ijpcdciDg,  the  navigable  part  of  the  Rhine,  has  determined  that 
liir  of  fovereignty ;  and  by  the  dlreAion  of  this  Thalweg  the 
butsfrom  Huninguen  to  the  Palatine  countries  have  been  fixed, 
inmdre  recent  times,  between  French  commiflioners  and  thofe  of 
thefiates  of  the  Empire :  fo  that  the  property  of  the  inhabitants 
rf  the  right  bank,  upon  the  ifles  which,  by  the  changing  of  the 
Tbiweg,  fall  on  the  left  fide,  would  pafs  under  the  French  domi- 
Mi;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  which  would  fall  on  the  right 
ik  woold  pafs  under  the  dominion  of  Germany.     It  would  then 
k'necelTary  to  determine  refpedling  the  ifles  fiiuated  on  the  left 
iideof  the  Rhine,  and  which  have  not  hitherto  belonged  to  tl>e 
French-  republic,  whether  the  middle  of  the  courfe,  or  the  Thnl- 

S,  (hall  form  the  line  between  Germany  and  France.  In  the 
cafe,  the  ideal  line  of  demarkation  will  interfcdl  feveral  of 
Rifles,  and  then  it  would  be  more  jufl  that,  in  the  detailed 
Urmgements  adopted  upon  the  fubjed,  thefe  ifles  fliould  be  ceded 
wholly,  alternatively,  to  one  or  other  party. 

If  thefe  reafons  evidently  prove  how  important  it  is  for  Ger- 
^Qany,  that  the  exa6l  middle  of  the  Rhine  ihould  form  the  limit 
l^ween  the  two  nations,  the  French  legation  will  judge  to  what 
Mnt  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  mull  have  been  di (agreeably 
ftfnck  by  the  new  pretenfions  contained  in  their  lad  note,  that  the 
'bits  of  Kehl  and  CalTel  (the  latter  has  never  been  confidered  as 
*  dependence  of  the  fortrefs  of  Meniz),  as  well  as  fifty  acres  of 
S>^9und  oppofite  the  old  bridge  of  Huninguen,  with  the  roads 
^teeflary  to  reach  it,  (hould  be  ceded  to  the  French  republic ;  that 
^he  bridge  between  the  two  Brifacs  Ibould  be  re-cdabliflied,  and 
'he  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitflein  razed. 

In  their  note  of  the  8th  Pluviofe  (aSth  January),  the  French 
UnifterS;  to  explain  the  reufon  of  demanding  i\\e  R\\\u<&  (o\  ^ 
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limit,  made  life  of  the  followinc;  cxpreflions;  ^  Tl 
the  republic  requires  the  limit  of  the  Rhine:  the  tra 
the  Empire  folicits  in  a  (III I  (Ironger  manner  thofc  limi 
aiferted,  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  demand  ^*  tcA 
much  more  imperious  motive,  a  motive  common  t 
powers,  that  of  providing,  by  invariable  limits,  for  t 
tranquillity.'* 

In  the  note  of  the  15th  Pluviofe  (13th  February),  t 
the  Rhine  is  called  a  jnft  bafis,  fuitablc  and  ufeful 
Statei; :  and  in  the  note  of  the  2d  Ventofe  (20th  Fc 
fuitable  and  neceffary  bafls,  which  guarantees  the  f 
quillity  of  the  two  dates.  The  note  of  the  French  r 
the  14th  Ventofe  (March  4)  agrees  upon  this  poin 
preceding  :  after  having  fpoken  of  the  Rhine  as  the  bafi 
It  is  formally  added — Convenience,  juftice,  ncce(fity 
monftratcd  it  in  the  preceding  notes,  the  common  inti 
two  nations,  &c.  And  when  afterwards  the  deputa 
Empire,  in  their  note  of  the  5th  April  (16th  Germina 
peatedly  demanded,  that  the  French  miniflers  fliould  c 
they  would  make  no  ulterior  demand  upon  the  Emp 
anfwered,  under  date  of  the  19th  Germinal  (April  8)  :  * 
fecond  propofal  contained  in  the  note  of  the  21 
(March  11),  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  declare,  tha 
already  explained  themfelves  in  a  manner  to  fatisfy  ev 
able  mind,  when  they  faid,  that  in  the  courfe  of  t 
difcuflions  they  would  refufe  nothing  that  ihould  be 
fhould  accord  with  the  common  intcred  of  the  two 
"which  fiippofcs  alfo,  that  they  would  only  make  fuc 
as  would  be  admilTible. 

From    thcfc  declarations  it  could  not  be  imagine) 
propofition  to  cflablilh  the  Rhine  as  a  limit,  could  hav< 
objeft  than  that  of  rendering  that  limit  invariable,  of 
ihercbv  all  the  inconveniences  to  which  frontiers  not 

0 

nature  are  expofed  (note  of  the  fecond  Ventofe,  Fc 
infure  in  a  belter  manner  tranquillity  for  the  future,  a 
rate  the  common  advantage  of  the  two  nations.  The  p 
which  have  juft  been  made  to  the  deputation  are  wholl 
to  thefe  views,  which  could  alone  have  determined  then 
to  the  firft  bafis  of  peace ;  the  Rhine  would  thereby  cej 
the  limit  ;  there  would  be,  on  the  right  fide  of  the  riv 
points  of  contact  which  would  be  eminently  injuric 
maintenance  of  tranquillity.  Finally,  it  they  con fi der 
in  and  s  made  the  celnon  of  the  firing  places,  the  proportic 
France  and  Germany  becomes  ftill  more  unequal.  The  1 
the  Rhine,  protected  by  the  moll  important  fortrcirf$, 
impenetrable  barrier  to  all  hoflile  attempts  which  migh 
The  lepofe  aud  fafcty  of  Germany,  on  the  contrary, 
I 
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contidually  expofed.     Points  fortified  upon  the  right  fide  would 

make  it  fear  a  neighbour  continually  ready  to  attack  it,  would 

deftroy  its  military  integrity,  and  fetter  its  independence,  upon 

the  maintenance  of  which  the  French  government  thinks  that  it 

is  conformable  to  its  politics  to  fet  a  value  :  the  more  fo»  as  the 

demolition  of  fort  Ehrcnbreitllein  is  demanded,  as  well  as  the 

re-eftabli(hment  of  the  bridge  between  the  two  Brifacs,    with 

fifty  acres  of  ground  on  the  right  fide,  oppofite  to  the  old  bridge 

of  Huninguen  ;  yet  the  fir(t  of  thefe  bridges  has  lieen  fupprclfud 

Vj  two  treaties  of  peace.     With  refpedl  to  the  dcftrudtion  of 

Ehienbreitftein  no  equivalent  is  offered,  and  confequcntly  thif 

hner  objeft  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  thing  in  which  regard  haa 

been  h&d  to  the  common  intcreft  of  the  two  nations. 

All  the  reafons  that  have  been  adduced  arc,  without  doubt,  too 
endent  for  the  French  minifters  plenipotentiary  not  to  recognife 
(he  validity  of  them,  and  to  unite  with  the  deputation,  in  order 
that  the  Rhine  may  form  in  future  the  line  of  ftrparation  betweea 
tke  two  ftates,  and  that  neither  of  the  parties  may  extend  their 
domination  to  the  oppofite  (hore.  This  principle  being  eftablilhed, 
thedeputation  are  entirely  difpofed  to  agree  upon  the  refervations, 
Bcafls,  and  precautions,  by  which  the  two  contrading  parties  may 
ROttift  tranquil  relative  to  their  refpcdive  fafcty.  I'his  is,  with* 
oit  doubt,  the  moft  moderate  propoiitjon  that  a  nation  can  make, 
which,  after  an  unfortunate  war,  fceks  in  peace  no  other  hap- 
pinefs  than  its  future  tranquillity.  The  deputation  of  the  Em- 
pire, on  their  fide,  are  ready  to  liden  to  all  other  propofitions 
that  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  natural  efFcds  of  the  eftablilh* 
OKnt  of  the  limit  of  the  Rhine,  and  of  the  dominion  in  common 
of  that  river.  The  propofition  of  a  towing-zvay  being  a  difpofitioa 
Rfpedively  ufeful,  which  can  make  no  change  with  regard  to 
property,  jurifili^tion,  and  fovercignty,  will  confcquently  expe- 
rience no  difficulty  in  the  execution,  according  to  the  neceflity 
md  poffibility  of  the  cafi*.  1  he  deputation  confider  as  equally 
fuitable,  and  in  conformity  to  the  i8th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ryfwicki  and  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Baden,  the  propo- 
rtion refpefling  the  keeping  up  of  the  river :  and  the  alfurance 
^hich  follows  it  is  fo  much  the  more  agreeable,  as  buildings  upon 
Ae  water  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  would  be  injurious 
indifferent  places  to  the  countries  on  the  right  bank,  whofe  foil 
islefs  elevated.  It  is  underftood  alfo  for  this  reafon,  that  the  pri- 
^te  perfons  in  poflelTion  of  land  (hall  preferve  the  faculty  of  being 
able  to  form  dykes,  and  make  other  difpofitions  to  prevent  their 
property  from  being  inundated,  provided  thcfe  works  hurt  not  the 
courfe  of  the  river  nor  the  navigation.  But  as  in  feveral  parts  of 
Ac  right  bank  Itones  arc  entirely  wanting,  and  other  materials  ne* 
ceflarv  for  water  IniiUIings,  and  as  the  left  bank,  on  the  contrary, 
Pofle&s  them  in  abundance^  bo^h  parties  ihall  be  entitled  to  fupply 
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llicm&lves  recFprocally  with  thcfe  materials,  fuCh'ttiloim^'fir- 
cines,  wooden  piles,  &c.  at  a  reafonable  price*     The  principle 
of  the  two  nations  enjoying  equally  the  right  of  navigation  upon 
the  Ritine,  accords  entirely  with  the  id  and  i6th  articles  of  the 
ncite  of  the  deputation  of  the  3d  of  March  ;  but  no  expianatioa 
is  given  refpedling  the  wilh  there  manifefted,  that  by  a  common 
arrangement  with  the  Batavian  republic,  the  free  navigation  of 
the  Rhine  be  enfured  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  that  on  the 
ether  hand  the  refcrvation  (houldbe  propofed,  that  no  othernatioos 
fliould  participate  in  it  but  with  the  confent  of  the  two  parties, 
and  on  conditions  conjointly  agreed  upon.     There  were  only,  11 
is  known,  the  Swifs  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Low  Countries  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  who  were  accuftomcd 
to  navigate  the  Rhine  with  their  boats.     The  ulterior  propofhioni 
to  abolifti  the  right  of  toll  appears  in  truth  to  lead  to  the  advantige 
of  trade :  but  it  is  alfo  to  be  feared,  that  by  this  fuppreflion  the 
keeping  up  of  the  cotirfp  of  the  river  for  navigation,  which  iiaa 
cxpcniive  article,  might  no  longer  take  place  as  formerly.    On 
the  other  hand,  there  exid  many  debts  mortgaged  upon  thcpio- 
duce  of  thofe  duties;  yet  if  this  abolition  (hould  be  effeded,  it 
would  be  proper  that  it  {hould  extend  alfo  to  the  Batavian  republic,' 
and  that,  to  favour  the  freedom  of  commerce,  the  Aaple  rights 
and  the  watermen's  duty  ihould  alfo  be  fuppreffed. 

With  refpefl  to  the  fubfequent  proportion  in  the  French  note^ 
that  merchandife  only  (hould  be  fubjeA  to  the  cuQom  duties  clla? 
blitheil  in  the  countries  and  receivable  at  the  moment  of  landing* 
without  the  duties  edablifhed  on  one  bank  being  greater  than 
thofe  which  (hall  be  cilablKhcd  on  the  other  ;  it  would  be  evidently 
advantageous  that  the  two  nations  (hould  agree  upon  certain  princi- 
pics  refpe&ing  the  duties  to  be  received  upon  merchandife ;  b0C» 
;LCwnrdingto  the  propofition  of  the  French  mintfters,  thefe  duties 
could  not  abfolutely  be  the  fame  upon  the  two  banks.     In  fa£l,  i^ 
Older  that  this  equality  may  operate,  it  would  be  necelTary  to 
ritablilh  a  common  and  uniform  tarifiox  all  the  ftatcs,  large  ar^^ 
fmalf,  which  are  fiiuated  upon  the  Rhine.     Befidcs*  the  princip^^ 
iibjcdi  of  this  fpccics  of  import  is  not  to  produce  a  revenue  to  t  V^ 
fovcrcign,  and  confcqnently  to  return  money  to  the  treafury,  t^**l 
to  defray,  in  the  firft  inlbnce,  the  expenfe  to  which  the  Ilatcs  mt-^" 
be  put,  under  the  commercial  relation,  for  roads,  towing- way^  ^ 
bridges,  and  the  pay  of  the  perfons  employed,  and  afterwards      ^' 
procure  the  means  of  diredling  the  trade  for  the  advantage  of  t 
inhabitants:,  the  profpcrity  of  their  manufactures,  and  the  cnco' 
wgement  of  iudullry.     A  ftate  attains  this  objeA  by  cuftoms,  L^ 
diminilhing  the  duties  of  importation  upon  certain  merchandfT"^ 
ami  by  augmenting  them  upon  others,  from  the  necelCty  the 
may  he  for  them  according  as  they  arc  abundant  or  fcarce»  raw  j 
manufaduredj  &c.    But  if  thcfe  cuftom  duties  are  all  at  once  ^^^ 
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^(p  wa&Iy  tiiefiime  upon  both  banks,  that  they  cannot  be  changed 
without  tho  confent  of  the  two  parties,  Aichan  arrangement  could 
not  To  caflly  be  tScAed  without  the  mod  minute  examination  of 
the  details,  conftdcring  the  difference  of  the  great  and  fmall 
Hates  which  are  (ituated  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and 
vhofe  interefts,  wants,  and  views  are  fo  various.  Nothing  is 
tore  CYidcnt  than  that  it  is  the  intereft  of  each  (late  to  make  aU 
tmtioos  in  this  particular,  according  as  its  individual  pofition 
ndwants  require;  to  prohibit  frequently  the  importation  of  ar- 
tjcietiipon  which  bounties  are  allowed  ih  a  neighbouring  (late. 
The  eflabliflioaent  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  of  an  uni-» 
ksmtari/',  which  (hould  be  the  fame  as  that  upon  the  left  bank, 
iwrid then  experience,  in  all  rcfpe£ls,  well-founded  difficulties. 
From  all  tliefe  obfervations,  as  well  as  from  thofe  upon  the  na- 
TJption  uf  tlie  Rhine,  the  towing-roads,  the  keeping  up  of  the 
liitrr,  and  the  tolls,  which  arc  all  founded  in  the  different  rela-> 
tioiii.of  .Germany,  one  may  fee  how  much  thofe  objects  would 
le^kire.  important  confidcrations  connected  with  locality,  and 
hifipg  a  iparkcd  connexion  with  the  progrefs  of  commerce — 
fatw  difiiailt  it  would  be  to  change  thufe  cdablifhments  which 
hm.exifted  for  ages,  and  which  had  the  greatefl  influence  upon 
tk.trade  and  profperity  of  the  two  banks  of  the  Rhine  in  a  very 
great  extent ;  finally,  how  little  poflible  it  would  be,  without  a 
IVorioDB  and  deep  examination  of  all  thcfc  confideratiuns,  to  make 
Vkirrangcment  equally  advantageous  for  the  two  nations  upoa 
objcAftfo  complicated.  But  as  this  fcrupulous  examination  ought 
tftl.toeheck  the  principal  woik  of  pacification,  the  dcputatioa 
of  Ae  Empire  think  they  ought  to  propofe,  that  all  the  points 
^hich  concern  the  navigation  of  the  Khine,  the  towing-ways,  the 
keeping  up  of  the  river,  the  tolls  and  cufloins,  and  the  trade  in 
geoeral,  (hould  be  deferred  till  the  conclufion  of  a  treaty  of  com* 
Qerce  and. navigation,  and  that  until  then  every  thing  fhould  re* 
^liinfiatu  qu9.  Wiih  rcfpedl  to  the  defire  manifcded  by  the 
Icc&ch  minif^ers,  that  the  navigation  Ihould  be  free  upon  all  the 
riftra  which  flow  into  the  Rhine,  as  well  as  upon  the  great  rivers 
^  Germany,  that  objcd  is  not  within  the  competence  of  the  dc* 

pnation. 

The  n^inifters  of  the  French  republic  next  make  an  abfolutely 
■*w  demund,  that  is,  that  amongft  the  poffcflions  of  the  (late^ 
^'thc  left  bank,  which  ought  to  be  replaced  on  the  right  bank, 
■wuld  be  comprifed  thofe  wliich  belong  to  the  immediate  equef- 
Win  order.  One  docs  not  fee  by  what  reafons  the  property  and 
^urtenaf>ces  of  the  equeftrian  order  fhould  be  confidered  other- 
yk,  than  as  privaie  properly,  whofc  inviolability  has  been  affured 
|*lhc  note  of  the  igth  Cierminal  ^Sth  April;.  This  overture  re- 
j*tivB,io  the  equeftrian  order  can  only  be  founded  upon  an  error 
^themamier  of  judging  of  the  relations  of  that  order  with  the 
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Einpire.  The  opinion  formed  in  it  of  the  pofTibility  of  a  fimilar 
arrangement,  is  an  objedl  fo  much  the  more  important,  as  itsad- 
miflion  would  involve  in  it  the  grcatcft  difficulties,  and  as  any  in- 
demnification A\hatevcr  upon  the  riijlit  bank  of  the  Rhine  would 
cxhauft  the  mafs  of  indemnities,  and  confequently  in  a  great  mca* 
fure  produce  a  failure  in  the  object  of  the  indemnities. 

Thefe  immediate  nobles  are  not  ftates  of  the  Empire  ;  they  en- 
joy no  right  of  fuffragc  in  the  general  diets  or  the  diets  of  fce  cir- 
cle ;  they  have  confcqnently  no  more  Ihare  in  war  and  peace  than 
the  other  fubjcdls  of  the  P^mpirc.  They  differ  from  the  mediate 
nobility  and  the  other  fubje<f\s  of  the  Empire,  inafmiich  as  they 
are  (without  intcrmi-diatc  perfons)  under  the  Emperor  and  Em- 
pire, and  arc  not  fubjeftcd  to  the  fovcrcignty  of  any  ftatc  of  the 
Empire.  Their  rights  of  property  accord  entirely  with  the 
French  laws.  The  immediate  nobility  form  two  cantons— (hat 
of  the  Upper  Rhine  and  that  of  the  Lower :  they  have  all  their 
poflTeffions  upon  the  left  bank.  The  canton  of  the  Upper  Rhine 
is  bounded  by  the  Rhcin,  the  Qiieich,  and  the  Nahe  ;  that  of  the 
Lower  Rhine  extends  from  the  Nahe  to  the  Lower  Rhine. 

The  poflTeffions  of  the  c-queftrian  order  of  thofe  two  cantons  are 
ifolated  and  fcattercd  over  the  territories  of  the  ftates  of  the  Era* 
pire  ;  they  conGft  wholly,  either  of  one  houfe  in  a  town,  or  in* 
village,  and  frequently  of  fields  only,  difperfed  amidft  other 
land  ;  of  tithes  and  other  dues  of  that  kind  :  very  few  places  arc 
wholly  the  property  of  that  order.  Several  families  of  counts 
who  pay  dues  to  the  Empire  and  to  the  Circle  for  fome  pofleflionSj 
and  who  have  thereby  a  right  to  fit  in  the  alFcmbly  of  counts  of 
the  Empire,  belong  alfo,  with  their  effects,  to  thofe  cantons  of 
the  equeflrian  order  :  they  arc  generally  the  families  which  poffcfs 
the  greateft  number  of  places  depending  upon  that  order.  With 
the  exception  of  thofe  plavrcs,  the  canton  of  the  Upper  Rhine 
fcarccly  reckons  twenty  villages  which  belong  wholly  to  the  no- 
bles :  fome  belong  in  common  to  fcveral  nobles.  There  arc  alfo 
ftates  of  the  Empire,  chapters,  convents,  &c.  which  poflefs  thefe 
dependencies  upon  the  equeftrian  order;  the  latter,  as  well  as  all 
the  polfeifors  of  the  property  of  the  equeftrian  order,  pay  their 
imports  to  the  canton.  The  immediate  quality  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  thele  poiFeffions  is  difputcd  by  the  ftates  of  the  Empi'^ 
in  the  countries  in  which  they  are  fituatcd — that  quality  then  can- 
not be  confidered  as  important.  But  there,  even  where  the  equef- 
trian order  poffefs  whole  places,  and  where  their  quality  <^ 
immediate  is  reccgnifed,  the  noble  levies  no  tax  upon  W* 
fubjefts,  and  the  ftates  of  tiie  Empire  commonly  exercife  thci* 
the  fuperior  rights.  The  principal  revenue  of  the  members  ^ 
the  equeftrian  order  confifts  for  this  reafon  in  their  private  pro- 
perty, tithes,  and  other  rents — the  produce  of  the  fei<»norial  a"*' 
feudal  rights  is  in  general  very  inconfiderable.     Thcfc^'immcdi**^ 
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nobles  cannot  liierefore  of  confcqiicnce  be  conHdcred  but  as  dm- 
pie  proprietors  of  private  property  ;  and  as  by  the  12th  title,  arti- 
cle 335  of  the  Frcrichconftitution,  foreigners,  even  without  being 
dtizenSy  or  eftablilheJ  in  the  French  republic,  may  polFefs 
property,  and  buy  and  difpofe  of  their  property,  of  courfe 
there  ought  to  be  applied  to  thefe  immediate  nobles  refpedling 
their  property  fituated  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  that  which 
the  French  note  of  the  igih  Germinal  (April  8}  enfures  to  them 
iflihefe  terms,  thai  the  prefervation  of  the  property  of  private  prrfons 
mU  never  have  been  the  ohjecl  of  a  ferious  doubt. 

The  French  government  will  fo  much  the  lefs  wi(h  to  wreft 
thefe  private  effects  and  appurtenances  from  their  legitimate  pof- 
fe&rs,  becaufe  by  the  public  right  of  the  Fr;pirt»,  fuch  poiTellidns 
cu  never  be  united  to  the  domains  of  the  nation  to  which  the 
ceffionismade;  and  as  by  the  French  note  of  the  2 2d  Pluviofe 
(icth  February)  no  pretenfion  is  advanced  but  to  the  domains  of 
princes  exercKing  the  fovcreiLiniy. 

Refpeding  the  debts  which  in  the  laft  French  note  are  propofed 
to  be  transferred  wholly  from  the  countries  on  the  left  bank  to 
thofeof  the  right,  it  has  been  ^cneially  rccognifcd,  in  all  times, 
thit  the  debts  with,  which  countries  are  burdened,  which  by  a 
treaty  of  peace  pafs  under  another  domination,  ought  to  be  tranf- 
&ned  to  the  power  acquiring  thofe  countries.  This  principle 
hn  in  a  late  inflance  been  followed  in  the  treaty  of  Campo 
Formio.  This  propofition  then  does  not  accord  with  the  rules  of 
tberight  of  nations  and  of  juHice,  and  in  the  known  (tate  of 
things  is  abfolutcly  inadmiilible.  The  deputation  are  confe* 
<]Qeotly  induced  to  expedl  that,  after  a  fufHcient  examination  of 
thepriiicip  es  of  right,  and  the  infurmountablc  diflficultics  that 
^FOuW  oppofe  the  execuMon  of  fuch  a  condition,  the  French  mi- 
oifiers  plenipotentiary  will  not  iniiil  upon  this  point. 

There  can  be  no  quellion  certainly  of  the  debts  which  particular 
communes,  bailiwicks,  grand  bailiwicks,  and  commonalties 
htie  cnntrafted  on  their  own  account :  thofe  who  have  contra£leci 
rtofc  debts  ought  alone  to  pay  them.  The  French  government 
hw  it  furely  not  in  view  to  imp'jfe  upon  the  inhi^^Itants  of  other 
provinces  the  debts  of  a  country  which  have  been  contra<5led 
fokly  for  urgent  wants,  acc(uding  to  the  forms,  ufages,  and 
^ftitution  of  the  country.  It  can  only  be  under  flood  here  to 
t^Iate  to  the  cameral  and  domanial  debts  mortgaged  \  but  the 
'^fOngcll  rcafons  may  alfo  bL-  urged  ag.iiiill  the  transfer  of  thefe 
^M  to  any  objedls  of  indemnity  upon  the  right  bank  of  the 
^inc, 

!&•  Thofe  debts,  with  rei'*pccl  to  their  origin  and  ufe,  are  fo 
•'ifereot  in  their  nature,  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  all  juftice 
^  throw  them  indi(lin«Slly  and  without  exception  upon  the 
^tors,  or  even  to  burden  the  countries  on  the  right  bank  with 
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tlicm,  who  arc  fuch  ftrangcrs  to  them.  Wc  will  cite  for  exan 
the  cajneral  dchtSy  which  the  fovcrcign  has  contraAed  for  the  { 
of  the  country,  and  which  confequently  are  real  national  dc 
with  which  the  new  fovcrcigns  ought  to  be  charged. 

2d.  Should  even  the  dates  of  the  Empire  which  have  c) 
rienced  lofles,  and  which  have  debts,  be  indemnified  by  the  dom 
of  other  countiies,  the  latter  are  without  doubt  already  burde 
with  debts,  and  have  other  expenfes  and  charges  to  fupport. ' 

3d.  The  creditors,  who  have  the  befl-founded  pretehfion 
the  pledges  mortgaged,  would  thereby  lofe  a  great  part  of  t 
fecurity. 

4th.  The  fubjcfts  of  the  countries  on  the  right  b^nk  wouk 
molefted  by  the  crc;ition,  already  not  very  eafy,  of  new  imp 
tions  defined  to  extingniHi  foreign  debts  from  which  they  wi 
have  deduced  no  advantage. 

5th.  By  the  transfer  ot  the  cannral  debts  to  the  domains  0 
the  right  bank,  the  objeAs  of  indemnity  would  be  deprecia 
which  would  confequently  render  their  augmentation  neceffi 
The  refult  would  alfo  be,  that  he  who  (hould  be  the  mod  loa 
with  debts  upon  the  left  bank,  would  haye  a  right  to  pretend  t 
proportional  and  greater  mafs  of  indemnities  in  territory  and 
habitants. 

6th.  It  is  known  that  fome  German  countries  on  the  left  bi 
of  the  Rhine,  and  precifely  the  mofl  confiderable,  are  not  lo» 
with  any  paffivc  debt :  that  the  debts  of  fome  others  are  of  fin 
importance  ;  fo  that  the  debts  of  the  reft  of  thefe  countries,  thoi 
large  enough,  do  not  deferve  in  their  total  to  be  conlidered  as 
objeQ  of  great  importance  by  the  French  republic.  On  theo! 
hand,  the  countries  fituated  on  the  right  bank,  which  the  repul 
reflores  to  Germany,  are  fo  ruined,  that  a  century  will  fcarc 
fuffice  to  free  them  from  the'r  debts.  Thofe  countries  are  the 
fore  fo  much  the  lefs  able  to  fupport  foreign  debts. 

Finally,  the  French  minifters,  in  their  laft  note,  make  mi 
lion  of  the  renimciaiions  which  they  dcfire  to  be  made  refpcfi: 
that  which  (hall  be  ceded  by  the  Empire  to  France.  As  this  obj 
is  liable  to  no  difliculty,  and  as  the  deputation  has  already  in  p 
acceded  to  it  in  their  note  of  the  3d  of  March,  they  think  tl 
have  fo  much  the  lefs  reafon  to  doubt  that  a  fimilar  renunciai 
will  take  place  on  the  part  of  the  French  republic  in  favour  of 
Empire ;  it  is  on  this  account  they  cxpccl  a  formal  adherenci 
the  propofition  contained  in  the  third  ot  the  articles  annexed  to 
note  of  the  3d  of  M:irch.  They  mi. ft  alfo  renew  the  demj 
cxpreflcd  in  the  ar  icle  15th,  on  the  fubjcft  of  the  pretenfi 
formed  ty  the  French  republic,  during  th*  war,  at  the  charge 
feveral  particular  ftaies  of  the  Empire  ;  fo  much  the  more,  i 
caufc  fimilar  renunciations  are  ufual  at  the  conclufion  of  treai 
of  peacei  and  becaufe  it  wOuld  befidc  be  vcry-affliding;  afierfi 

coi 


(    333    ) 

toofideiable  facriRoes  as  the  Empire  has  made  for  the  good  of  all 
and  of  each  ftate  in  particular,  to  fee  thofe  dates  Hill  expofed  to 
fitlh  demands  and  pretenfidkis,  at  the  moment  in  which  the  Empire 
(hould  begin  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  peace.  Finally,  the  deputa- 
UOB  of  the  Empire  mull  again  demand  of  the  French  minifters  z 
reply  to  all  the  points  of  the  laft  note,  to  which  none  has  yet. been 
aven,  or  to  which  the  Frcncii  minillcrs  have  not  yet  replied  in  a 
utisfafiory  manner:  principally  to  the  articles  7,  8,  9,  11,  13, 
I4t'l7»  iSy  which  relate  to  the  fafety  and  faculty  to  all  pro- 
prietors to  difpufe  freely  of  all  their  potieilions  and  appurtenances 
upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  ;  the  amnefty  with  itsefFefis — ^the 
ftealiires  to  be  taken  in  favour  of  perfons  of  the  ecclefiaflical  or 
by  condition,  who  are  deprived  of  their  exigence  by  the  new  or- 
guifiation ;  the  non-applicaticn  of  the  laws  of  emigration  in  the 
ceded  countries,  as  well  as  the  arrangements  particularly  nccef- 
ia^  for  Alface  and  Lorraine. 


4flwer  of  the  French  PUntpotentiariei  to  the  Note  of  the  Deputation 

of  the  Empire,  dated  14/ A  May. 

THE  undcrfigncd,  minifters  of  the   French  republic  for  the 
negotiation  with  the  German  Empire,  have  received  the  note  of 
.the deputation  of  the  Empire  of  the  19th  of  lad  Floreal,  commu* 
nicttedtothem  by  Count  Mettcrnich,  mtnider  plenipotentiary  of 
vUiMajcfly  the  Emperor. 
V      They  hoped  that  the  deputation,  enlightened  refpefling  their 
f    true  imcre Its,  and  the  dangers  of  temporizing,  and  penetrated, 
like  them felves,  with  the  necellity  of  a  prompt  and  durable  peace, 
would  not  have  helitated  to  accept  the  propolitions  announced  in 
the  note  of  the  French  legation  of  the  14th  of  lad  Floreal  ;  that 
they  would  acknowledge  that  the  French  republic  could  not  have 
^ibited  greater  moderation  and  condefcenlion  ;  and  that  doubt- 
leb  much  greater  facrifices  would  have  been  required  of  her,  had 
her  enemies  fucceeJed  in  their  plans  of  invafion  and  partition; 
'to  fine,  that,  indeadof  plunging  themfclves  more  and  more  into 
anendleb  difcufHon,  they  would  iludy  to  give  precifion  to  their 
tnfwers ;  and  efpecially  that  they  would  judify  the  oppofition 
^hich  they  manifefted  to  the  moit  important  points  by  that  (Irength 
^  reafon  which  men  of  integrity  cannot  refill. 

Difappointed  in  thtfe  hopes,  the  underfigned  have  given  the 
Aore  profound  attention  to  the  note  of  the  19th  Floreal  \  and  they 
wve  to  declare^  that,  from  the  mod  mature  examination,  they 
"*ve  derived  no  convincing  reafon  to  induce  them  to  defift  from 
*heir  firft  demands.  For  example :  The  deputation  are  furely 
Rot  lerious  in  propofingto  refer  to  a  particular  convention  of  com- 
^Kt  aod  pavjgation^  all  that  the  notp  of  the  French  legation 
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contains  relative,  to  the  navigation  of  the  Rhine)  to  the  towage* 
wzys,  works  on  the  banks,  toll  duties,  &c.  It  is  difficult,  in 
fac^^  to  conceive  what  is  iiitended  hy  a  treaty  of  comaierce.witli 
the  Empire  in  general.  It  is  with  each  (late  in  particulaij  an4 
according  to  mutual  convenicncy,  that  relations  of  this  kind  miill 
be  formed.  £ut  all  the  objefls  in  queflion,  with  the  exccptioiii 
perhaps,  of  fomc  cuftoms  which  belong  to  conventions  purely 
commercial,  ought  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace  concluded  with 
the  Empire,  bccaufc  the  Empire  has  a  public  and  dircA  intereft 
in  thenu  It  is  as  difiicult  to  comprehend  the  declaration  made  by 
the  deputation,  that  tlu  y  are  not  competent  to  decide  upon  the 
demand  of  the  miniders  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic, 
relative  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  rivers  running  into  the  Rhioe, 
and  in  general  to  the  great  rivers  of  Cicrmany.  It  appears  dut. 
the  depuration  of  the  Empire  declare  in  vain  that  they  havcpo 
powers  in  this  cafe.  If  they  have  no  right  to  pronounce  in  it 
ihemielves,  it  belongs  to  ihcm,  at  leall,  to  folicit  the  dec i (Ion  of 
the  (Jermanic  Diet ;  and  furcly  there  is  fo  much  more  reafon  for 
afloniihment  at  their  indifference  in  this  refpcfl,  as  the  opening, 
a  free  palfai^c  in  the  Icifer  rivers  of  Germany  is  the  objeft  whichr 
in  its  confcquenccs,  moil  interclls  the  Cierman  nation. 

The  refufal  of  the  deputation  to  confcnt  to  the  re-dlabli(hmcnt 
of  the  commercial  bridge  between  the  two  Brifacs  is  built  ott 
Ho  better  foundation  ;  efpecially  when  it  is  remarked,  that  the 
pretext  for  this  refufal  is  dr^wn  entirely  from  the  claufc  of  the 
ancient   treaties,  which  ftipulatc  that   it  fr)onKl  bo  dcmolifhedt 
Without   feeking  to  trace  the  true  motive  of  the  rcfiltance  which 
they  have  manifclled  upon  this  fubjecl,  the  undcriigned  will  re- 
peat, that  the  advantage  of  a  part  o\  Cjcrinany  demands,  as  ftrong»I 
as  that  of  one  of  the  departments  of  the  French  republic,  th^^^ 
this  ancient  communication  ihould   be  rellorcd  to  the  commef^^ 
of  the  two  nations.     Why  (houlJ  the  alarms  arifing  from  a  ft3^ 
of  war  be  conltantly  oppoftd  to  the  ancient  benefits  of  a  ftatc    ^ 
peace  ?   If  all  the  difficulties  which  the  deputation  appear  to  c^ 
ate  at  every  (lep  were  examined   in  detail,  they  would  be  fou  ^ 
equally  deiiitntc  of  folidity,  and  the   prcltnfions  of  the   Fien  •* 
republic  would  Hill  remain  in  full  force.     But  in  negotiation  t  --» 
cfl'ential   point  is  to  advance  ;  and  no  advance  can   be  made  W 
empty  difcuflion.     It  is  therefore  necelTary  that  on  both  fides  ^ 
fhould  exprefs  ourfclvts  wiih(Hit  delay  or  rtfcrve. 

The  undorfigncd  uill  give  the  example  ;  and  if  the  weaknefs 
the  objedions  hitherto  oppofcd  to  them  do  not  jutlify  any  facrjfi^ 
on  their  part,  they  will  tind  motives  for  it  in  the  beneficent  p^ 
licy  of  their  government — in  its  rcfpedl  for  himianity,  and  in  i"" 
fmcere  defire  to  accelerate  the  conclufion  of  a  definitive  treat)^ 
Wiich  Ihall  conijcci  the  two  powers  by  the  tie  of  cominon  pro* 
fjpcrity.     They  therefore  propufc  the   follov/ing  modification  t* 
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s  of  the  note  of  the  T4th  Floreal,  on  t"he  firppofitici 
ittation  uill  accede  to  the  other  articles  contained  in 
emain  unaltered,  the  undcrfigned  perfifting  in  them 
jrgence,  as  being  incapable  of  undergoing  any  difcuf* 

I  has  too  often  formed  part  of  the  French  territory  n6t 
eredas  an  ancient  French  poifeflion,  and  being  fuch^ 
be  fuppofed  that  the  republic  (hould  now  abandon  it* 
ovc  the  inquietude  of  the  Empire  on  this  fubjeA,  Jt 
ilated  that  no  town  or  regular  fort  (hall  be  built  on  ita 
thing  will  be  preferved  except  the  bridge,  and  the  re- 
Ifary  to  proieft  it. 

republic  had  demanded  fifty  acres  of  land  oppofite  to 
ge  of  Huninguen,  with  a  road  to  it :  it  renounces  that 
1  requires  only  that  there  be  conilru£lcd  at  Huninguen 
communication  between  the  two  banks. 

earned:  reclamations  of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
favour  of  the  chief  nobles  of  the  Empire,  will  be  fa- 
reived  by  the  French  government.  It  will  alfo  coa^ 
lofe  who  are  not  counts,  princes,  or  dates  of  the  Efti- 
ho  have  neither  a  colle6live  nor  individual  vote  in  the 

Empire,  (hould  be  confidered  as  private  perfons,  and 
ich  ;  it  being  underftood,  at  the  fame  time,  that  thej 
>  claim  or  indemnity  whatever,  either  from  the  fup- 

feudal  rights,  want  of  poflTeffion,  or  degradation^ 
e  period  when  they  (hall  be  put  in  pofTcflion,  that  is^ 
exchanging  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty- 

of  revenue  due  at  the  fame  period  will  belong  to  thfe' 

;  dependencies  on  the  left  bank  of  ecclefiafticil  efta- 

>n  the  right  being  ceded  to  the  republic,  the  dcpenden- 

left  bank  of  ecclefiaftical  eftabli(hmcnts  on  the  right 

e  to  belong  to  the  Empire. 

ifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  ha\*e  no 

ie  deputation  of  the  Empire  will  juftly  appreciate  fhig 

my  of  the  moderation  of  its  government.     From  rcci-^ 

fices  there  will  rcfuli  a  peace,  fpeedy,  folid,  and  ho- 

r  the  two  ftates. 

^h  Mejftdcr  flld  Junejy  6th 

of  the  French  republic, 

BoNNItR. 

Jean  Dbbry*  '; 


Suipanct 
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Smhjtanaof  the  Foti  given  hj  Aujhrta  in^Anfujcr  to  the  la/I  Van  i 
the  French  Flen'tfoxentwriesy  dated  22d  June. 

Hajadty  July  8. 

THE  miniilers  of  Auflria,  after  dating  that  they  had  oppofei 
«n  an  amicable  but  energetic  manner^  the  new  ciemandft  of  th 
French  plenipotentiaries ;  that  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  hac 
already  confented,  with  fome  modifications^  to  the  moft  oppieC 
live  demands  ;  and  that,  confidering  the  nature  of  the  Gennasic 
con(litulion>  the  deputation  was  not  only  free  from  the  chargs-xd 
having  temporized,  but  had  even  done  every  thing  to  acceknU 
the  treaty,  proceed  in  the  following  manner: 

The  lad  French  note  of  the  22x1  June  has  very  much  diia|> 
pointed  the  flattering  hopes  that  the  important  motives,  alleged 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  more  favourable  conditions,  would  at 
length  be  rewarded  with  defervcd  fuccefs,  fmce,  with  the  etop- 
tion  of  fome  trifling  modifications,  the  principal  points  were  lo^ 
£fted  on  even  in  the  adlual  form  of  a  demand,  which,  with  re^ 
}pe£t  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  other  nyersoi 
Germany,  had  not  been  before  manifefted  but  in  the  nature  of  a 
vilh.  Auflria  has  in  every  point  of  view  been  influenced  out) 
by  the  didates  of  duty,  which  (hall  dire£l  her  in.her  prefeoi 
vote.  She  propofes,  therefore,  to  declare  repeatedly,  in  a  net 
aofwer  to  the  miniftersof  the  republic,  that  it  is  expeAed—r  ;. 

l(t.  That  the  republic  will  defift  from  her  pretenfions  oiiil 
the  iflands  qf  the  Rhine,  and  confine  herfcif  to  the  limits  requited 
\y  herfelf,  preferving  the  way  in  which  the  duties  are  coIleAedj 
or  the  navigable  part  of  the  river. 

2d.  Ihat  Caffel,  Kehl,  and  the  tite  du  pont  of  HuningiM 
b^onging  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  (hall  remain  in  Ae 
poffeffion  of  the  Empire  of  Germany  ;  and  that  in  general  erer} 
thing  on  the  Upper  Rhine  fhall  be  jreftored  to  its  exiting  ftaleb^ 
lore  the  prefent  war. 

3d.  That  the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitflein  (hall  remain  oa* 
touched. 

4th.  That  the  fequeftration  impofed  upon  the  property  of  t|M 
liobiUty  immediately  dependent  on  the  Empire,  (hall  be  taken  o0 
tind  refloration  (hall  be  made  to  them  of  every  thing  of  which  the 
have  been  deprived  to  the  prefent  moment.  That  no  diAindi<i 
iball  be  made  between  thofe  fituated  on  the  right  and  left  bank-' 
the  Rhine,  nor  between  thofe  who  have  not  votes  in  the  Diet 
the  Empire,  and  thofe  who  fit  and  vote  in  it ;  and  that  the  not 
lity  immediately  dependent  on  the  Empire,  (hall  be  indemnifi 
for  their  feudal  rights  which  have  been  fupprcfled. 

5th.  That  with  refpeft  to  the  ecclefiallical  eftablifhments, 
ihall  be  determined  whether  the  pia  corpora  fhall  be  comprehen(J 
lb  themi  as  it  is  here  believed  ought  to  be  the  cafe. 

Finalt 
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\  Audiia  mud  propofe  the  frequent  reprefentation  of  all 
[iderations,  and  of  whatever  the  dej^utaiion .  fhall  thinly 

add,  to  the  French  miniders,  in  amicable  expreilions, 
te  fame  time,  in  terms  of  energy,  with  the  intent  that 
h-  government  may  be  induced  to  come  to  a  refolution  to 
im  her  hard  demands*  There  is  reafon  to  exped  that 
be  the  event,  more  particularly  as  the  French  minifters, 
ift  noti,  extol  themfelves  the  liberal  fyftcm  of  politics 
y  their  government^  irs  refpefl  for  humanity,  and  its 
Tire  to  accelerate  the  conclufion  of  peace.  The  deputa- 
s  too  much  confidence  in  this  lad  declaration,  as  well 

preceding  ones,  to  entertain  a  doubt  of  their  being 


of  the  Declaration  made  hy  the  PruJJian  Mlniflcrs  at 
, .  t9.  the  Minijiers  Plenipotentittty  of  tfje  French  Repub^^ 

King  has  feen,  with  the  greateft  furprife,  the  pretcn- 
novel  as  uncxpeded,  which  the  French  repubh'c  has 
nee  the  negotiations  were  opened  on  the  two  bafes, 
eft  bank  of  the  Rhine  and  the  indemnities ;  which 
s  confift  in  this,  that  the  debts  of  the  dates  which 
\  loflTos  on  the  left  bank,  be  transferred  to  the  right 
at  the  prefent  noblefle  of  the  Empire,  who  are  de* 
their  property  on  the  left  "fide  of  the  Rhine,  (hould  be 
d  on  the  right ;  that  all  the  iflandsof  the  Rhine  iiiould 
as  well  as  the  different  military  pods  on  this  fide  of  the 
c.  Among  all  thefe  demands,  that  of  the  abolition  of 
rdein  was  particularly  unexpeded  by  the  King.  His 
atters  himfclf,  however,  that  France  will  change  her 

In  this  refpedt,  and  that  (he  will  even  defift  from  smy 
niion,  if  it  be   intended  to  remain  on  the  footing  of 

good  underdanding  with  Pniflia,  Indeed,  to  demand 
ition  of  Ehrenbreitftein  and  the  prefervation  of  other 
)d5,  is  evidently  aifuming  an  ofTenfive  and  menacing 
ainft  the  north  of  Germany,  and  therefore  mud  force 
\y  in  particular  to  refort  to  meafures  of  precaution 
«.  The  King  is  ceftainly  far  from  being  iruluced  to 
I  new  coalition  againd  France.  He  loves  alfo  to  be- 
he  republic  will  not  aflume  a  threatening  afped,  nor 
greeable  alarms. 


II.  X  X  Cartel 
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Carulfor  the  Exebangf  ^f  Prlfencn  •/  War  htwun  Gnat  Briu 

and  Francf. 

"IXTE  the  underfigncd  commiflioners  for  the  tranfport  fcrvic 
^^  and  for  the  care  and  cuftody  of  prifoners  of  war,  on  tl 
part  and  in  jthe  name  of  his  Britannic  Majefty ;  and  M*  J 
feph  Niou,  commilTary  for  prifoners  of  war,  on  the  part  and  : 
the  name  of  the  French  government ;  being  duly  authorized  1 
take  proper  meafures  for  carrying  into  execution  an  exchangis 
prifoners,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

I.  An  exchange  of  prifoners  of  war  (hall  immediat;ely  pi 
place  between  the  two  countries,  man  for  man,  and  rank  f| 
rank;  and  the  French  governrpentihall  begin,  by  fending  <v 
to  England,  in  a  French  cartel  vefTel,  a  number  of  Britimpi 
fonersy  with  the  proportion  of  five  officers  to  one  hundred.  iPC 
upon  the  arrival  ot  whom  in  England  the  Britifli  govemm 
will  caufe  an  equal  number,  of  the  fame  ranks,  of  French  jn 
foners,  to  be  fent,  in  an  Englilh  cartel  veffcl,  to  France.  Tl 
Britifh  government  (hall  then  caufe  to  be  fent  to  France^ 
an  Englilh  cartel  veflel,  a  number  of  French  prifoners,  with  ti 
fame  proportion  of  officers  as  above  mentioned,  for  whoip  t 
French  government  fhall  return,  by  a  French,  cartel  veJAel^  f 
fame  number  and  ranks  of  Britilh  prifoners.  The  exchaiji 
ihall  be  continued  according  to  the  fame  alternate  plan,  until  Qi 
or  the  other  of  the  two  governments  (hall  think  proper  to  put 
flop  thereto;  and,  in  that  cafe,  the  party  fo  difcontinuing  is 
return,  without  delay,  whatever  number  of  prifoners  may  a; 
pear  to  be  againft  it  on  the  balance  of  the  exchanges  that  may 
that  time  have  taken  place  in  confequence  of  this  cartel. 

IL  In  order  to  prevent  any  difficulties  that  might  otherwi 
arife  from  the  diverfity  of  ranks  of  officers  in  the  fervice  of  tl 
two  countries,  it  is  hereby  agreed,  that  the  table  hereto  annexe 
of  correfponding  ranks  in  the  Englifh  and  French  fervices,  ih: 
uniformly  be  attended  to  by  both  parties  ;  and  that  officers  < 
either  fide,  of  ranks  of  which  there  (hall  be  no  correfpondi 
officer  or  officers  in  poiTeffion  of  the  other  power,  (hall  be  c 
changed  for  their  equivalent,  according  to  the  fcale  of  value 
men  fpecified  in  the  faid  table. 

III.  All  the  prifoners  on  both  fides  to  be  exchanged  by  this  C 
tel  (hall  be  fcle^ed,  according  to  their  ranks,  by  the  refped 
agents  of  the  countries  to  which  they  belong,  rending  at  ParM 
in  London,  without  any  interference  \^hatever  on  thepart  of 
government  in  whofe  poflclfion  they  may  be. 

IV.  It  being  flipnlated,  that  the  Britifh  prifoners  (hall  be  i 
to  England  in  French  veffels,  and  the  French  prifoners  conve; 
to  France  in  Britifh  veifels,  it  is  hereby  agreed,  that  thd.wfa 
^xpenfe  attending  fuch  velTels  (hall  be  defrayed  by  the  refpeA 
"^  '•  counti 


French  Prlfoners. 

lb. 
Bread  —  il 

Beef  —  jf 

Beer  2  quarts. 
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countries  by  which  they  may  be  employed  ;  and  that  the  prifoti- 
cn,  during  their  paflage,  Iball  be  furniOud  with  the  following 
daily  allowances— viz. 

BritiA  Prifinert. 

lb. 
Bread  — 

Beef  — 

Beer  2  quarts,  or  wine 
I  fuart. 

!      AliUe  of  which  allowances  is  to  be  af&xed  to  the  maft  gf  each 
I      Cfrtel  velfcl. 

V.  All  ptifoners  on  both  Gdes,  not  being  officers,  who,  from 
irbundsi  age,  or  in6rmities,  are  rendered  incapable  of  further 
(nice,  and  alfo  all  boys  under  twelve  years  of  age,  fliall  t» 
foxhwilh  returned  to  their  nfpeftive  countries,  without  regard 
to  their  numbers  or  equality  of  exchange  i  but  the  feleflioo  of 
Kttbiu  of  the  defcripiioos  mentioned  in  this  article,  ii  to  be 
'/^  entirely  to  the  agents  and  furgeons  of  the  government  of  the 
CDuntry  in  which  they  are  detained. 

VI.  All  furgeons,  furgeons'  mates,  purfers  (or  aiJei-eammif- 
fiintj,  purfers'  ftewards  (or  ctmntii  aax  vivrtsj,  fecretaries, 
iltuplains,  and  fchoolmaAers,  being  the  clalTes  compithended 
UDd«r  the  denomination  of  nan-eenaaitaiUj,  and  alfo  pafTengers 
aot  of  the  fca  or  land  fervice,  in  whatever  fliips  taken,  fliall  not 
bt  confidcrcd  as  prifoncrs,  but  (hall  be  immediately  fet  at  liberty^ 
to  leturn  to  their  refpe^ive  countries,  without  being  placed  to 
the  iccount  of  exchange. 

VII.  AH  officers  bearing  authentic  commiflions  in  the  land 
Icince,  and  thofc  belonging  to  the  fea  fervice  of  the  following 
Bnks — viz. 

Admirals  Lieutenants 

Vicc-admirali  Enligns 

Rear-admirals  Makers 

Commodores  Mates  (or  pilots) 

Captains  Midfhlpinen  (or afpirants]  j 

Vii  ilfo  matters  and  mates,  or  fecond  captains  of  merchant 
Vefil)  exceeding  the  burden  of  eighty  tons,  together  with  the 
^ptatn,  and  in  the  proportion  of  three  other  officers  to  each 
hundred  men,  of  privateers  of  fourteen  carriage  guns  and  op- 
*»nls,  Ihall  cither  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  refpeSive 
Countries  on  parole,  not  to  ferve  until  regularly  exchanged ;  or 
lull  have  the  ufual  indulgence  of  parole  granted  to  ihcm  in  th« 
^ouatry  in  which  they  are  detained.  And  it  is  agreed,  that 
^itevcr  officers  may,  by  virtue  of  this  article,  return  to  their 
tfpeSive  cuLintries,  (hati  be  fuffered  to  depart  from  their  prefent 
places  of  confinement  to  Dover,  orGravelines,  as  foon  as  con- 
veniently may  be  aftvr  the  Hgning  of  the  prefent  cattel;  and 
X  X  4  slfot 
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alfo,  that  all  officers  refiding  on  parole  in  their  own  countries 
(hall  (ignify  to  the  agent  of  the  country  to  vrhich  they  art  prifon- 
ers  their  refpc6live.  places  of  refidence,  which  they  are  on  no  ac 
count  to  change,  without  fird  intimating  their  intention  to  th( 
faid  agent;  and  they  are,  moreover,  at  the  expiration  of  ever] 
two  months,  ro  tranfmit  to  the  faid  agent  a  certificate  of  th( 
particular  places  where  they  Aiay  refidc^  ligned  by  the  aiagifltnue 
tr  municipal  officers  of  fuch  places* 

VIII.  The  fettlemcnt  of  the  balance  now  exiding  on  ih^,^ 
count  of  fuch  exchanges  of  prifoners  of^war  of  both  countna 
as  have  taken  place  from  the  commencement  of  hoftiliiies  tQjb* 
day  of  the  date  hereof,  (hall  be  deferred  until  the  terminatioil.^ 
the  prefent  war ;  but  it  is  clearly  underdood,  that  all  officer^i^pi 
both  fides,  who  have  been  releafed  and  permitted  to  return  t< 
their  refpedive  countries  on  parole,  fince  the  commencement  € 
the  war,  and  who  have  not  hitherto  been  regularly  exchanged 
are  not  to  ferve  in  any  capacity,  either  civil  bi*  military,  unti 
they  (hall  have  been  duly  exchanged  for  prifoners  of  equal  ranks 
according  to  their  original  engagements. 

Done  at  the  Tranfport  Office,  London,   the  I3tb  d^c 
September  1798. 

Rupert  George,         John  Scbark» 
Ambrose  Serle,  John  Marsk* 
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iabU  of  the  correfp9nding  Ranks  in  the   EngViJh  and  French  Str 

vicCy  with  their  Falue  in  Men. 

ranks  in  the  navy.    . 

French.  Englijh.  ME? 

Vice-admiral  commanding    in     aj^:  «i j-  • 

. .  ^    ,     .        ,  ^  Admiral     commanding     in 

chief,  having  the  temporary        chief  —  i 

rank  of  admiral* 

XT        J    •    1  Admiral  carrying  his  flag  at 

vice-admiral.  ^,     ^  .     ',,>*       ,    .  °, 

the  main  :  Vice-admiral      ^ 

Rear-admiral.  Rear-admiral 

Chief  of  a  fquadron*  Commodore 

Poft  captain  of  three  years 

ftanding,  whofe  rank  an- 

Captuin  of  a  fliip  of  the  line.         fwers  to  that  of  colonel* 

Ditto,     having    rank    of 

lieutenant-colonel      **- 

Mafters  and  commanders,  or 

captains  not  poft^  having^ 

Caotain  of  a  fricatc  ""^"^  ^^   "^^j^**'  ^^^"8* 

^  °     *  whom  are  incltidedcaptaiiMf 

of  firefhips,  whoaremaf-  ' 

ters  and  commanders     -   •' 

Lieutenai 


French. 
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itofafl>iponheUne.    I-''*!*"*"*  without  dlftmc- 

^  tion  —  6 

Lieutenant,    when    all    the 

French  (hall  be  exchanged, 

and  in  default  of  Engliih 

lieutenants^  midfliipmeri      4 

lati,  mafter  of  a  mer-    Midfhipman,    niafter   of   a 

merchant  VeflTel,  and  cap- 
tain of  a  privateer 


\a  (hip  of  the  line. 


eflel^  and  captain  of  a 

sr. 

rt  of  a  merchant  vef- 

rivateer,  and  all  petty    Mates,  and  all  petty  officers 


3 

2 


volunteers,  and  others,  Seamen,     volunteers,      and 

onfidered  as  cottimon  others,    being    confidered 

/  as  common  feamen 

RANKS    IN   THE  LAND    SERVICE. 


French. 

f  divifion,  command- 

liief. 

rral  of  divifion. 

sral  of  brigade. 

t>  the  preceding— ^fa- 
ro the  following. 

ief  of  brigade. 

battalion  or  fquadron. 

Captain. 

Lieutenant. 

i  Lieutenant. 

.miflioned      officers, 

>  the  rank  of  corpo- 

rlufive. 
Soldiers. 

Rupert  George, 
Ambrose  Serle, 


Englijh.  MEK« 

Captain-general,     or    field- 
marflial  •-* 

General 
Lieutenant-general 

Major-general 

Brigadier-general 
Colonel 
Captain 
Lieutenant 
EnGgn 
Non-commifiioned    officers, 
down  to  the  rank  of  cor* 
poral,  incluHve 
Soldiers 

John  Schank, 
John  Ma^sh. 

Niou. 


60 

40 
30 

20 

'I 

6 

4 
3 


2 
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PROCLAMATION. 

trt  at  Su  Janui^s^  the  Q,gth  0/  Augufl  1798,  frefint   tbi 
.     .  Kingi  moji  excellent  Majejly  in  CounciL 

lEAS,  by  the  unjuft  aggreffion  of  the  pcrfons  exer- 
og  the  powers  of  government  in  France,  now  in  hofti- 
his  Majedy,  many  parts  of  Italy  have  been  forcibly 
leffion  of,  and  the  ancient  governments  thereof  ful?- 
4  uew^  governments  created,   under  the  influence  of 


i 


<    3^    ) 

their  councils,  for  the  purpofe  of  aiding  more  eiFcAually  their 
dcfigns  againii  the  common  interefts  of  Europe,  and  eTpecially 
for  the  profecution  of  their  hoftile  intentions  aeainft  the  com- 
merce,  navigation,  and  property  of  hisMajefty's  taithful  fubjefis: 
and  whereas  divers  a£lS|  injurious  to  the  juft  rights  of  his  Majefty 
and  to  the  intcrefls  of  thetc  kingdoms,  have  in  confequence  Dees 
committed ;  his  Majefiy  is  pleafed  to  declare  (by  and  with  the 
advice  of  his  Privy  Council)  that  fuch  parts  of  the  coajls  of  j& 
Mediterranean  as  arc  occupied  by  the  arms  of  the  faid  perfonf 
cxercifing  the  powers  of  government  jin  France,  or  are  fiipj^diio 
the  government  of  pcrfons  aAing  ootorioufly  under  their  influeott 
and  (iireflion,  and  efpecially  the  coafts  and  ports  of  Genoa,  and 
thofc  of  the  territory  of  the  Pope,  ihall  be  confidered  as  in  a  ttate 
of  hofiility  with  his  Majeily  ;  and  all  his  Majcfty's  fubjeds  and 
others  are  required  to  treat  and  confider  (he  inhabitants  andiub^ 
jeds  thereof  as  bis  Maje(ly*s  enemies. 

W.  Fawkenkr. 


Mejfuge  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  on  the  2%ib  FruQiJtr 

C  September  14). 

'T^HE  Executive  Direflory  is  defirous  to  inform  you  that  th^ 
-  French  troops  have  entered  Egypt.  The  French  nationi  the 
Ottoman  Porte  itfelf,  and  the  oppreiTcd  people  of  that  fine  hcX 
unfortunate  country,  are  at  lad  avenged. 

This  memorable  event  had  been  long  forefeen  by  a  fmall  namf 
ber  of  men  to  whom  glorious  and  ufcful  ideas  are  familiar ;  bat 
it  was  too  much  the  cuftom  to  rank  it  among  chimerical  projedf* 
It  was  refer vcd  for  the  French  republic  to  realize  this  ne^ 
prodigy. 

The  caufes  which  prepared  and  infured  its  fuccefs  are  now  to 
be  retraced. 

For  nearly  forty  years  the  Beys  with  their  Mamclucks,  thofc 
domineering  ilaves  of  Egypt,  pradlifed  the  mod  (hameful  vexa- 
tions on  the  French  fettled  in  thofe  countries,  on  the  faith  oftiOi 
treaties  with  the  Porte,  From  the  period  of  the  domination  rf 
All  Bey,  about  1760,  we  may  particularly  date  the  exccft  <^ 
thofe  outrages.  1  hat  audacious  ufurper,  after  having  thrown  <^ 
the  yoke  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  by  ignomiiiioully  expelling  hU 
Pacha,  refufmg  to  pay  tribute,  and  arrogating  the  right  of  maki^E 
money  of  his  own  coin,  infulted  our  confub,  menaced  our  drog' 
mans  with  the  mod  infamous  punifhraents,  and  pra&ifed  nat^^' 
.jQus  impofitions  on  our  merchants.  His  fucceflbnt,  Krahil  B^Y' 
and  Mohamed  Bey^  partly  deferve  fimilar  reproaches;  but  tbc>' 

.Ves^tions  were  more  moderate.    Mourad  Bey,  and  Ibraham  3^^ 

ffbo 
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prho  ieij|ned  after  them,  furpaflcd  (the  firfr  particularly)  all  their 
predeceuors  in  extortion  and  plunder.  Indignant  at  the  conduft 
3f  thcfe  oppreflbrs,  the  Ottoman  Porte  appeared  in  1786  to  wi(h 
tQ  take  vengeance  upon  them.  With  the  aid  of  the  forces  com* 
manded  by  HafTan  racha,  (he  compelled  them  to  fly,  and  placed 
afuGceflbr ;  but  (he  did  not  know  how  to  fecure  her  authority ;  and 
tbefetwo  Beys  in  179I1  at  the  death  of  Ifmnel  Bey,  who  had 
replaced  tliemi  recovered  their  power  without  obftacle,  and  con- 
lequently  afTumed  their  former  domination. 

From  that  inftant,  but  particularly  (ince  France  has  been  con- 
filtiited  a  republic,  the  French  have  experienced  in  Egypt  vexn- 
lioiisa  thoufand  times  more  revolting.  It  was  enfy  to  recognife 
die  influence  and  the  fury  of  the  Britifli  cabinet.  The  extortions 
of  lU  forts  muhiplied)  often  without  the  pretext  of  neceffity ;  and 
all  remonftrances  were  vain. 

In  the  fecond  year  of  the  republic,  the  conful  wifhed  to  make 
jnll  reprefentations  to  Mourad  Bey  on  the  fubjcft  of  the  extraor- 
dinary exad  ions  ordered  by  that  ufurper  from  the  French  mer- 
chants. The  Bey,  far  from  (bowing  a  difpofition  to  acquicfce 
in  his  requeft,  confined  him  inftantly  to  his  own  houfe  by  ah 
inned  force,  till  all  the  produce  of  that  odious  extortion  had  been 
entirely  paid  him. 

Towards  the  end  of  that  fame  year,  the  vexations  arofe  to  fuch 
I  pitch,  that  the  French  fettled  at  Caito,  dedrous  to  put  their 
pcrfons  and  the  remainder  of  their  fortunes  out  of  imminent  dan-> 

E,  decided  to  remove  their  eftabliflimcnts  to  Alexandria :  but 
urad  Bey  took  offence  at  this  refulution ;  he  ordered  them  to 
k  purfiied  in  their  flight :  fuch  as  remained  were  treated  as  vile 
criminals,  and  redoubled  his  rage  againd  them  all,  after  he  knew 
one  of  the  fugitives  was  brother  to  a  member  of  the  National 
Convention,  againft  which  he  vomited  forth  his  implacable 
batred. 

Thus  his  tyranny  knew  no  bounds,  and  the  French  nation 
found  itfelf  a  prifoner  in  Egypt.  The  Bey,  tormented  every  in- 
stant with  the  apprchenfions  that  fome  attempt  might  be  made  to 
cicape  bis  vigilance,  dared  to  tell  our  conful,  that  if  a  fmgle 
Frenchman  mould  engage  in  fuch  an  undertaking,  all,  even 
die  conful  himfclf,  (hould  forfeit  their  heads  for  his  efcapc. 
ouch  audacity  and  madnefs  can  fcarcely  be  conceived ;  but  he 
won  perceived  that  this  exceflive  tyranny  would  not  long  continue 
profitable.  Ke  returned,  on  the  demand  of  the  Grand  Vizir, 
^  the  fums  that  had  been  extorted,  but  their  liberty,  to  the 
f  rench ;  and  even  as  the  price  of  that  which  was  regarded  as  a 
wour,,  he  impofed  new  pecuniary  .  faciific^s.  The  French 
^  were  afraid  to  fettle  in  the  third  year  at  Alexandria ;  but 
tbcrci  as  at  Rofetta  and  other  places  on  the  cuaA  of  the  Mediter- 

I  rancan^ 
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rsnean,  thcj  vrere  expofeil  to  the  rapacity  of  all  fubahern  agents. 
Thefe  agents  of  the  Bey,  more  bafe  and  felonious  even  than  him- 
{e\(y  violently  feized  upon  the  French  merchandifes  as  they 
arrived  in  port.  They  fixed  their  own  prices  on  the  goodsi  and 
even  fettled  the  mode  of  payment.  Should  they  meet  the  kaft 
re  lift  an  ce,  even  of  the  moft  lawful  kind,  force  viras  immediatelj 
employed  to  repel  it.  At  Rofttta,  the  gates  of  our  vice-conrul 
were  forced,  his  windows  broken ,  and  even  weapons  raifcd 
againft  him,  hecaufc  he  refufcd  to  fubmit  to  a  contributioUi  from 
-which  even  Mourad  Bcv  hiinfelf  had  ordered  the  French  to  be 
exempted.  Notwithftanding  this  order  of  the  Bey,  the  conful 
-was  obliged  to  yield  to  force.  Finally,  on  the  loth  of  Januifj 
Iiiil,  Coram,  a  ciiflom-houfe  officer  of  Mourad  Bey,  at  Alexin- 
dri'd,  afTcmbled  all  the  drogmans,  and  declared  to  them,  that  the 
fiightefl  viglation  of  what  he  called  the  rights  of  his  maderihould  be 
puni(hed  with  five  hundred  (Irokes  of  the  baflinado,  without  re- 
gard to  the  confular  character.  A  few  days  before,  he  threatened 
9  drogman  to  cyt  off  his  head,  and  fend  it  to  his  confuL 

Thus  all  the  rights  of  nations  were  violated  in  the  perfbnsof 
the  French  with  the  moft  audacious  impudence ;  all  our  treaties 
yriih  the  Porte,  all  our  agreements  difreganled  by  the  Beys,  and 
by  the  meaneft  of  their  agents,  under  the  pretext,  as  they  fayt  of 
not  having  been  parties  to  them ;   the  charader  of  our  confut 
clifowned,  outraged;  the  liberty  and  lives  of  the  French  compro^ 
mifed  every  moment,  and  their  properties  given  up  to  pilla^* 
The  French  republic  could  not  fuffer  much  longer  thofc  numenkis 
aggreflion^,  evidently  inftigated  by  England,   to  remain  unpa- 
niftied.     Its  patience  has   been  extreme.     The  audacity  of  its 
©pprefTors  had   attained  its  full  growth.      How   then  was  the 
i  rench  government  to  procure  redrcfs  for  fuch  complicated  inju* 
lies?     Several  times^  through  the  medium  of  its  envoy,  it  aJ- 
drelTcd  its  complaints  to  the  Porte  ;  but  if  we  except  the  expedi- 
tion of  HalTan  Pacha  in  1786,  who  merely  chaftifed  two  BeySf 
without  making  compenfation  for  the  paft,  or  provifion  for  thtf 
future,  tvv.ry  thing  the  Porte  thought  proper  to  be  done  was,  to 
write  in  our  favour  fome  letters  to  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  who 
ronld  do  nothing,  and  to  the  two  Beys,  who  had  power,  but 
v/cre  firmly  refolyed  to  grant  nothing  on  this  recommendation  W 
a  dt'ceitful  fubmiffion.     And  thus,  in  the  fourth  year,  the  French 
ambalTador  at  the  Porte,  having  fcnt  into  Egypt  an  agent  accre- 
dited with  letters  from  the  Grand  Vizir,  thid  agent  obtained  not 
real  reparation,  not  a  reditution  of  the  immenfe  fums  extorted 
from  the  French,  but  fome  illufory  ftipulaiions  rcfpcfling  a  t*" 
du£\ion  of  the  duties  upon  certain  merchandifes,  conformable  to 
ancient   treaties;    but   fcarcely  had  he   turned   his   back,   when 
ilonrad  Bey  gave  orders,  which  were  pundual'v  obeyed,  tdpl»c? 
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uUes  on  preciftly  the  fame  footing  they  flood  before  his 
i* 

e  .effort  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  to  protefl  the  French  was 
3ie  evidently  without  weight  or  energy ;  and  how  could  it 
3efied  to  produce  a  durable  effeA  in  our  favour,  when  the 
was  reduced  to  that  (late  in  which  it  was  not  ab]^  to  pro- 
tfelf  againil  the  Heys ;  when  it  felt  itfelf  oblfgcd  to  fuffcr 
millions  of  Egyptians,  whom  it  called  its  fubjecls,  to  be- 
the  miferable  vi<Siims  of  foreign  tyranny ;  when  its  Pacha 
reated  in  Fgypt  as  the  bafefl  of  Ilaves ;  when  the  Grand 
[or  was  infcniibly  dripped  of  his  rights;  and  finally,  when 
lo  longer  paid  the  contributions  rcfcrved  on  the  couqueft  of 
t  by  Sclim  the  Second  ?  All  this  proves  beyond  a  doubt, 
be  fovcreignty  of  the  Porte  in  this  country  was  but  an  empty 
and  after  its  fruitlefs  efforts  in  our  favour,  it  would  be  to 
purpofe  to  exped  from  it  a  degree  of  interefl  for  us,  which 
either  able,  nor  dares  to  manifcll  for  itfelf. — Nothing  then 
ns  for  us  but  to  do  juflice  to  ourfclvcs,  and  by  our  armies  to 
thofe  bafe  ufurpers,  fupported  by  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's, 
tcthofc  crimes  which  they  have  committed  againd  us» 
le  French  army  prcfentcd  itfelf  the  ill  of  July.  It  was  received 
rxandria,  atRofetta,  and  on  the  23d  of  July  it  entered  Cairo, 
thefe  odious  ufurpers  will  no  more  opprefs  this  ancient  and 
ul  land,  which  time  cannot  cxhauft  ;  which  annually  re- 
itfelf  by  a  kind  of  prodijiy ;  where  vegetation  is  of  aftonilh- 
Sivity  and  almofl  fpontaneous ;  and  where  the  richeft  pio- 
)ns  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe  may  be  found  together, 
t  may  be  faid,  no  declaration  of  war  preceded  this  expe- 
•  Againfl  whom  couhi  it  have  been  made  ?  Againil  the 
nan  Porte  ?  We  were  far  from  being  willing  to  attack  this 
It  ally  of  France,  and  imputing  to  it  an  opprcffio;),  of  which 
\  the  firR  vidim  itfelf.  Is  it  then  againfl  the  ifolated  govern* 
of  the  I>eysr  Such  an  authority  does  not  exilt,  and  could 
e  recogni fed.  When  we  chalUfe  robbers,  we  do  not  de- 
war  againfl  them.  And  thus  in  attacking  the  Beys,  it  vva$ 
i  only  England  we  were  going  to  combat.  It  is  therefore 
a  fuperabuiidance  of  ri^ht,  that  the  French  republic  is  put 
fituation  for  fpeedily  obuiiiing  the  immenfc  reparations  due 
the  ufurpers  ot  tgvpt.  But  it  did  not  wiih  to  conquer  for 
alone*  E^ypt  was  opprelRd  by  thefe  rapacious  plunderers. 
>enple  of  Egypt  ihall  be  avenged,  and  the  cultivator  of  thefe 
il  countries  fhall  at  lcnf^:h  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  labours, 
I  has  been  torn  from  hira  with  ti»e  moll  ihipid  barbariiy, 
uithority  of  the  Porte  was  totally  difowned.  It  will  receive 
the  hands  of  the  vi;!:lorLous  French  the  immcnfe  advantages 
lich  it  has  been  long  deprived.  Finally,  for  the  good  of  the 
i  world,  Egypt  will   become  the  counirv  in   the  whole  uni- 
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vcrfc  richcfl  in  prcduflions,  the  centre  of  immenfe  tridcy  ind 
above  all>  a  mod  formidable  poft  againft  the  odious  power  of  the 
Englifli  in  India,  and  their  ufurped  commerce. 

(SigncdJ  Treilhard,  Prcfidcnt. 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen. 


t**^ 


Letter  from  Citizen  Belleville  to  >  the  Lipirian  Government^  on.  ik 

litb  Jugufi  I'jgi* 

T^HE  conful  and  charge  d'affaires  of  the  French  republic  10- 
•*"  forms  the  Executive  Dirc6tory  of  the  Ligurian  republic,  Ait 
he  has  received  difpatches  from  the  French  Direflory,  dating, 
that  the  Court  of  Naples  has  been  invited  by  the  ambafladorof 
the  French  republic  to  adhere  ftridlly  to  the  ia(t  treatv  made  be-* 
tween  the  two  powers,  which  forbids  the  receiving  ot  more  than 
four  Englifh  fliips  of  war  in  all  the  ports  of  the  Neapolitan -4o9ii' 
nions,  and  not  in  any  particular  one,  otherwife  the  Engli(h0e*t 
might  take  refuge  in  the  Two  Sicilies,  by  diftributing  four  (blp 
in  each  harbour.    , 

That  the  Englifh,  not  finding  the  afylum  they  expeded  io^bo 
fouth  of  Italy,  will  neceflarily  look  for  one  in  fome  part  of  li|Si 
peninfula ;  and  that  it  is  important  to  fhut  them  out  even  &!Off 
this  lad  refource.  ) 

That  the  intimate  relations  exifting  between  Liguria  J(uJ 
France  give  the  Direflory  of  the  French  republic  reafoQ  to  hope 
that  the  Ligurian  government  will  take  every  meafure  which  cir- 
cumftances  may  require,  for  clofing  all  its  ports  againft  theconJ* 
mon  enemy,  the  intamous  Engliih,  and  removing  this  conuWMi 
enemy  from  its  coaft  ;  that  the  conful  is  charged  to  make  the  for- 
mal demand  of  this  mealiire ;  and  alfo  that  of  fortifying  the 
Gulf  of  Spezzia,  and  all  other  parts  of  the  Ligurian  coafti 
which  might  be  liable  to  be  infulied  by  the  Engliih. 

(Signed)  BellevilU* 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Mhujicr  of  the  Interior  to  the  Chevditf 

Azaraj  the  Spani/h  Ambaffador , 

T  HAVE  the  honour  to  prcfent  you  with  fome  copies  of ^ 
-'•  letter  which  I  have  addreffcd  to  different  departments  of  thc^C' 
public,  encouraging  them  to  give  a  greater  adivity  and  extent  t^ 
their  intercourfe  of  commerce  and  of  the  arts  with  the  Spanilh"^ 
minions.  It  affords  me  inBiiite  fatisfaftion  to  have  it  in  ifl 
power  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  King  of  Spain  grants  a  ^ 
'  teSion  equally  flattering  and  openly  avowed  to  the  produce  ^ 
our  induftry. 

4  Th' 
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rhc  choice  which  he  has  made  of  you,  Sir,  to  reprefent  him 
th  the  Eicnch  republic,  is  lefs  with  i^cgard  to  you  a  mark  of 

eftcem,    than  a  pledge  of  his  friendly  intentions  towards 
ince. 
He  has  given  us  a  frefli  inftancc  of  it  by  (hutting  the  harbours 

his  dominions  againft  all  Englifli  merchandiie ;  it  is  now, 
sreftre,  that  it  may  be  faid  with  truth  to  Frenchmen,  "  The 
Ttnecs  are  no  more :"  this  I  may  announce  to  our  artifts  and 
our  traders ;  and  I  do  not  hclitate  to  affure  them,  that  our 
rals  the  iflanders  (hall  not  fucceed  in  re-eftablifliing  thofe  bar- 
7S|  as  long  as  Spain  (hall  entruft  its  interefts  to  minifters  like 
••  (Signed)         FRAN501S  de  Neufchateau. 


TJfe  Chevalier  utzara  to  the  Minijier  of  the  Interior. 

-  Citizen  Minifter,  Paris^  the  2yl  September  1798. 

I'HAVE  juft  received,  to  my  great  fatisfaSion,  your  letter 
Ae  4th  complementary  day,  together  with  the  copies  of  the 
ter  which  you  have  addrefTcd  to  the,  departments  of  the  repub- 
I  in  order  to  revive  their  induftry  and  commerce,  by  propofmg 
tbem  the  facilities  which  Spain  holds  out  to  them  by  Its^ofi- 
ii,by  its  amity  with  France,  and  by  the  prohibition  of  £ngli(h 
adiandife. 

The  republic  may  rely  upon  the  loyalty  of  the  King  my 
iAer»  and  of  my  nation,  who  will  be  always  happy  to  draw 
Air  the  ties  that  unite  them  to  the  French  nation,  their  natural 
]fi  by  letting  it  into  a  (hare  of  a  commerce  that  muft  equally 
rich  them,  while  it  lowers  the  trade  of  a  proud  and  monopo« 
itkg  government. 

The  honourable  expredions  which  you  addrcfs  to  me  perfonally 
'  highly  flattering  to  my  heart ;  and  I  accept  of  them  with 
ititudc  through  the  medium  of  a  minifter  of  your  enlightened 
deribnding,  and  as  the  fentiments  of  a  government  whofe  con- 
eace  and  e(leem  it  (hall  ever  by  my  ambition  to  deferve. 
Plgafe  to  accept,  Citizen  Minifter,  the  a(rurances  of  my  high 
Qfideration,  (Signed)        J.  Nicholas  pe  Azara. 


fc       up         l^l^i— — — »M^a— i^l^. 


AFFAIRS   OF   IRELAND. 
Bj  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
Camden. 


I7H£REAS    a    traitorous  confpiracy,    exifting  within   this 

•  kingdom,  for  the  fubverfton  of  the  authority  of  his  Majcfty 

d  the  Parliament,  and  for  the  deftruAion  of  the  eftabli(hed 

Y  y  a  c%\xftvr 
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conftitution  and  government,  hath  confidcrabljr  extended  itfelf, 
and  hath  broken  out  into  a6ls  of  open  violence  and  rebellion : 

We  have  therefore,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Majcftj's 
Privy  Council,  ifFued  the  mod  direS  and  poruive  orders  to  the 
ofiicers  commanding  his  Majedy^s  forces,  to  employ  them  with 
the  utmoli  vigour  and  dccihon  for  the  immediate  fuppreffioi 
thereof,  and  alio  to  recover  the  arms  which  have  been  traiiorouil] 
forced  from  his  Majefty's  peaceable  and*  loyal  fubje^s,  andu 
di(arm  the  rebels,  and  all  perfons  difafFeded  to  his  Majefly's  go 
vernment,  by  the  mod  fummary  and  effcdual  meafures. 

And  we  do  hereby  itri^tly  charge  and  command  all  his  Ma 
je(ly*s  peaceable  and  loyal  fubjeds,  on  their  allegiance,  to  ai 
and  aflift,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  hisMajefty*s  forces  in  th 
execution  of  their  duty,  to  whom  we  have  given  it  ftridly  i 
command  to  afford  full  prote£lion  to  them  from  all  ads  of  vie 
lencc  which  fhall  be  attempted  againft  their  perfons  or  propertie 
Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Dublin,  the  30th  day  < 
March  1798. 

Gosford 


Clare,  C. 

Charles  Calhel 

W.  Tuara 

Dro^cda 

Ormond  and  Oflbry 

Shannon 

Altamont 

Clonmcll 

Ely 

Dillon 


Pcry 

6'Neill 
Caftlereagh 
H.  Meath 
Glentworth 
Callan 
Tyrawley 
John  Forte r 
J.  Parncll 


God  fave  the  King. 


H.  Cavcndifh 
J.  Blaquiere 
H.  Langrifhe 
Theo.  Jones 
Jof.  Cooper 
D.  Latouche 
James  Fitzgerald 
R.  Rofs 
Ifaac  Corry 
Lodge  Morrcs. 


Notice  ijfued  by  Oider  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

WHEREAS  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Counc 
lias,  in  confequence  of  the  daring  a£ls  and  depredations  comflji 
ted  in  this  country,  ordered  and^  direded,  by  his  proclamalio^ 
bearing  date  the  30th  March  laft,  and  by  his  particular  ordc 
thereon,  that' the  military  fhould  ufe  the  moft  fummary  means 
reprefs  dirturbances,  and  to  recover  all  arms  taken  from  the  Jf^ 
manry  and  well-afFedled,  and  other  concealed  arms  and  aml^ 
nition  ;  all  the  people  concerned  in   taking  or  concealing  th< 
arms  are  required  to  give  them  up  within  ten  days  of  the  public 
tion  of  this  notice,  which  if  they  do,  ;hcy  may  be  aflurcd 
violence  whatever  will  be  done  to  them  or  to  their  propertie 
but  if  they  do  not,  they  are   informed  that  the  troops  will 
quartered  in  large  bodies,  to  live  at  free  quarters  among  tb^ 
and  other  very  fevere  mcan^  will  be  ufed  to  enforce  obedience 
this  notice. 

/ 
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And  thofc  who  have  knowledge  where  arms  arc  concealed,  are 
illed  upon  to  give  informatiun,  which  they  may  do  in  an^ 
rWate  manner  to  the  ncarcll  civil  magiftrate,  or  commanding 
EBccr  of  his  Majefty's  forces,  or  of  the  yeomanry  corps.  Secrecy 
tull  be  obferved  with  rcfped  to  them,  and  they  (hall  be  rewarded 
then  their  report  is  proved  to  be  true. 

Should  the  deluded  and  evil-difpofcd  among  the  people  in  this 
oouDtry  dill  perfevere  in  robbing  and  murdering,  and  committing 
otber  ads  of  violent  infubordi nation  to  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try! ^hey  are  informed,  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  will  be 
obliged  to  have  recotirfc  to  thofe  powers  with  which  he  has  been 
JDV^ed,  to  bring  them  to  immediate  punifhment. 

Given  at  head  quarters  at  Kiidare,  the  3(1  April  1798. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 

Filed.  Maitland,  Sec. 


Vnice  iiflributed  in  all  the  Towns  and  Villages  of  the  ^uni\ 

County  in  the  Beginning  of.  April. 

THE  commanding  officer  commanding  the  didrid  of  Queen's 
county,  orders,  that  a  corrc£l  lift  of  the  names  of  the  pcrfons 
Rfiding  in  each  houfe  ihould  be  placed  on  the  door,  or  fome 
coofpicuous  part  of  it. 

It  is  to  be  made  known  to  the  inhabitants,  that  from  the  hour 
rf  nine  oVlock  at  night  till  day-break  the  next  morning,  they  arc 
to  remain  in  their  houfes,  and  not  to  admit  any  ftrangers  what- 
ever. 

Patroles  are  to  make  domiciliary  vifits  at  uncertain  periods,  bc» 
t'^ccn  the  hours  of  nine  o'clock  and  daybreak,  and  after  calling 
wer  the  names,  if  it  is  found  that  any  perlbn,  whofe  name  is 
"Jotinferted  in  the  lift,  is  in  the  houfe,  he  is  to  be  made  prifoner; 
^  if  any  pcrfon  is  abfent,  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  are  to  be 
accountable  for  him,  and  meafiires  arc  to  be  taken  to  difcover 
^here  he  is,  and  to  apprehend  him. 

Should  the  lift  by  any  accident  be  deftroyed,  or  torn  down,  the 
®*ner  of  the  houfe  is  within  two  hours  after  to  apply  to  the 
'^giftrate  or  officer  upon  the  fpot  for  a  new  one,  on  pain  of 
PuniQiment. 

It  ihall  be  in  the  power  of  any  magiftrate  or  officer  to  give  a 
pcrmh  to  any  pcrfon  who  fhall  affi^n  a  good  reafon  for  wifhing 
^0  be  abfent  on  any  particular  night  during  the  period  alluded  to. 

The  magill rates  and  gentlemen  of  the  yeomanry  arc  requefted 
to  aflifl  in  executing  this  order. 


Notice 


i 
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ftpiice   ijjuid  hy  Major-jrineral  Duff  at   LimerUk  on  thi  l% 

April  1798. 

THE  Commander  in  Chief  gives  this  public  notice,  that  tl 
Loid  Lieutenant  and  Council  have  ifTued  orders  to  him,  to  qua 
ter  troops,  to  prefs  horfes  and  carriages,  to  demand  forage  ar 
provifions,  and  to  hold  courts  martial  for  the  trial  of  offences  < 
all  dcfcriptions,  civil  and  military,  with  the  power  of  confirmiE 
and  carrying  into  execution  the  fcntences  of  all  fuch  courts  inai 
tia),  and  to  iffue  proclamations. 

The  Commandu"  in  Chief  calls  on  the  general  officers  to  pn 
cure  of  the  magiftrates  the  beft  accounts  they  can  give  of  tl 
number  of  arms  taken  from  the  yeomanry  and  the  well-affeft< 
— of  arms  tfiat  have  beSn  concealed,  and  of  pikes  that  have  bee 
made,  which  are  to  be  recovered  and  taken  pofleffion  of  by  tl 
military. 

They  arc  alfo  to  communicate  to  the  people^  through  the  pricft 
and  by  one  or  two  men  feleftcd  from  each  town-land,  thepui 
port  of  the  following  notices : 

That  the  order,  if  complied  with,  will  be  a  fign  of  the 
general  repentance ;  and  not  only  forgivencfs  will  follow,  h 
proteflion. 

That  they  muft  be  fenfible,  that  it  is  infinitely  better  for  tke 
to  remain  at  home  quietly,  minding  their  own  affairs,  than  cojp 
mitting  afts  which  muft  bring  on  the  ruin  of  thcmfelves  and 
their  families. 

As  it  will  be  impofllble,  in  fome  degree,  to  prevent  the  inn 
cent  froq^  fuffering  with  the  guilty,  the  innocent  have  means 
rcdrcfs,  by  informing  againft  thofe  who  have  engaged  in  unla^ 
ful  affociations,  and  in  robbing  houfes  of  arms  and  money. 

The  people  muft  be  very  ignorant  not  to  know,  that  notwiti 
(landing  the  fair  promifes  of  the  Frencii,  that  they  have  firft  d 
ceived  and  then  plundered  every  country  into  which  they  hi 
come :  and  they  are  therefore  forewarned,  that  in  cafe  of  inv 
fion  from  the  French,  if  they  fliouki  attempt  to  join  the  cncffl 
or  communicate  with  him,  or  join  in  any  infurrcflioni  tb 
will  be  immediately  put  to  death,  and  their  houfes  ai^d  propei 
deftroyed.  .  . 

The  general  officers  call  on  the  people  to  know,  why  th 
fhould  be  Icfs  attached  to  the  government  now^than  they  were 
year  ago,  w^hen  they  fhowcd  fo  much  loyalty  in  aflxiling  his  M 
jcfty*s  troops  to  oppofe  the  landing  of  the  French  £  Is  it  w 
becaufe  they  have  been  feduced  hy  wicked  men  ? 

Why  fhould  they  think  thcmfcrlves  bound  by  oatbs,  into  whi 
they  have  been  feduced  or  terrified  ? 
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The  people  are  requefted  to  brin|  in  their  arms  to  the  magif- 
trite  or  commanding  officers  in  ttieir  neighbourhood^  who  have 
(Eredions  to  receive  them,  and  no  queftions  will  be  aiked. 

(Signed)        James  Duff,  Major-general. 


Xnice  iffiiid  on  the  2$ih  jipril  by  Licuienant- general  the  Marquis 

of  Clanrlcarde. 

UNDER  the  authority  of  a  proclamation  ifTued  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  Council,  and  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  the 
Commanjer  in  Chief,  I  do  hereby  require  and  demand  from  the 
ifibbitants  of  the  province  of  Connaught  a  delivery  of  their 
nns  within  ten  days  fpace  from  the  date  hereof. 

JUiy  perfon  delivering  up  their  arms  to  the  commanding  officers 
tf  the  diifercnt  quarters  fhail  have  receipts  given  for  them,  ia 
order  to  their  being  reftored  to  them,  if  they  are  perfons  proper 
to  ^  eotrufted  with  arms,  when  the  peace  of  the  country  (hall 
k  reftored.  And  I  thus  publicly  declare  my  intention,  at  the 
cKpiration  of  the  above  term,  to  put  in  force  tlie  orders  I  have 
noeived,  by  a  general  fcarch  for  and  feizure  of  arms  throughout 
fc  Drovincc  :  to  eiFeft  w  hich  purpofc,  I  ihall  find  it  necclfary, 
coofertnably  to  the  inflrudions  I  have  received,  to  place  Che 
<iQO|is  at  free  quarters  on  the  inhabitants,  and  to  ufe  feverfe  mca* 

uiies  to  enforce  obedience  to  iny  orders. 
Thofe  who  will  deliver  up  their  arms  may  rely  on  the  fulleft 

P»otcftion  from  Government,  and  no  queftions  will  be  afkcd  ;  but 

rtiofc  who  are  dete<Sled  in  fecrcting  them  mull  expedl  to  be  treated 

^ith  the  utmoft  feverity. 


^Proclamation  ijfued  by  the  High  Sheriff  of  tie  County  of  Tipferary. 

WHEREAS,  by  my  oath  as  HierifF,  I  am  bound  to  maintaia 
^He  law  and  conditution  of  this  realm,  and  to  enforce  due  obe- 
dience to,  and  execution  of  the  fame^  and  to  do  equal  juAice  to 
'^  poor  as  to  the  rich : 

And  whereas  in  diftri£ls  proclaimed,  it  is  lawful  for  and  the 
■^of  the  fheriiF  or  other  chief  magiltrate,  to  poft  a  notice'On 
^hc  dwclling-houfe  of  any  inhabitant  who  has  fled  from  the  fame, 
^«»jaining  him  to  return  thereto  within  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
*^<Mrsy  under  the  penalties  of  the  laws  in  that  cafe  provided : 

And  whereas  many  of  his  Majefty's  fubjedls,  either  through 
*^  or  fome  worfe  caufe,  have  abandoned  their  dwelling-houfeSp 
^od  retired  into  towns,  whereby  great  injury  has  arifen  to  his 
Majcfty's  loyal  and  brave  fubjecJs,  by  weakening  and  extending 
^Cir  line  of  defence  y  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  have  been 

^rievoufly 
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gricvoudy  opprcflfed,  and  his  Ma}efty*s  troops  ftiiitcd  in  t 
quarters ;  and  whereby  a  daftardly  and  evil  example  has  I 
kt  to  his  Majefty's  fubjeds: 

And  whereas  many  unfortunate  people  not  meeting  vi^ith 
manly  and  fpirited  refiftance  from  their  fuperiorSy  which  f 
their  fituatiDns  they  were  bound  to  make^  but  encouraged,  >  f 
want  of  oppofition^  to  commie  ads  of  violence  iind  otitrag 
the  firft  inftande,  and  at  laft  to  commit  ads  of  open  rebeU 
CD  the  great  difgrace  of  this  country  and  the  diflionour  of 
MajeAy's  governmenty  and  to  the  ruin  of  the  families  of  thi 
Teral  vidims  of  the  violated  laws,  and  who  have  in  the  mod 
lemn  manner^  in  their  laft  moments,  declared  they  wbiild.n 
have  proceeded  to  fuch  exceifes^  but  for  the  flight  and  cowai 
#f  their  fuperiors : 

NoW|  in  order  to  remedy  thcfe  evils,  the  high  (heriiFcoQvii; 
all  emigrants  to  return  forthwith  to  their  houfes,  to  defend 
lame,  and  to  provide  quarters  for  his  Majefty's  troops. 

And  he  hereby  commands  all  mayors,  bailiffs,  headborou 
and  other  peace  officers,  to  fee  thefe  his  orders  duly  executed, 
tp  compel  fuch  emigrants  to  quit  their  to^ns  within  forty*( 
hours  from  this  his  proclamation,  and  to  ireturn  to  their  refpe< 
honics.  And  he  hereby  comniands  all  officers  aforesaid,  f( 
with  to  notify  to  him  the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  fuch  < 
grants  as  negted  or  rcfufc  to  comply  with  thofe  his  orders. 

N.  B.  The  high  (herifF  thinks  it  his  duty  to  return  his  vrar 
thanks  to  Mrs.  Bunbury,  who,  with  the  affiftance  of  two 
Jkrvants,  fo  gallantly  defended  her  houfe,  and  compelled  the  r( 
to  retire,  though  they  had  broken  into  the  houfc,  and  we: 
pofleffion  of  the  hall :  and  he  hopes  that  fuch  heroic  condud 
lady  of  fuch  high  diftindion,  eminent  for  bcauiy  and  elegant 
manners,  will  raife  the  crimfon  hlufti  of  fliame  on  the  f 
cheeks  of  thofe  heroes  who  fo  difgracefully  and  cowardly 
rendered  large  quantities  of  well-loaded  arms  to  the  rebels 
their  firft  approach,  without  having  fpunk  enough  to  fire  ev 
fingle  Ihot* 

Done  at  Lilhcen,  April  20,  1798. 


Orders  ijfucd  by  Lieutenant-general  StewarU 

1 

Mjutant  gcneraPs  Office^  Corky  May  7,  17^ 
WHEREAS    it  has  been    rcprefcntcd  to  Lieutenant-ge 


James  Stewart,  that  in  fomc  parts  of  the  country  wh€ 
has  been  necelfary  to  ftation  troops  at  free  quarters,  for  th 
fioration    of  public    tranquillity,    that  general  fubfcripttoi 

ft 
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mvc  been  entered  into  by  the  inhabitants  to  purchafc  pro* 
for  the  troops,  by  which  means  the  end  propofed  of 
the  burden  fail  as  much  as  poffible  on  the  guilty  is  entirely 
9  by  making  it  fall  in  a  light  proportion  on  the  whole, 
:eby  eafing  and  prote<5^ing  the  guilty ;  it  has  been  thought 
to  dire£b|  that  wherever  that  pradtice  has  been  adopted, 
be  attempted,  the  general  officers  commanding  divifions 
Ibuthern  difirid,  (hall  immediately  double,  treble,  or 
le  the  number  of  foldiers  fo  Rationed ;  and  (hall  fend  out 
;. parties  to  provide  provifiohs  for  the  troops  in  the  quao-* 
entiofied  in  the  former  notice,  bearing  date  the  27th  April 
ind  that  they  (hall  move  them  from  ilation  to  ftation, 
the  diftridl  and  barony,  until  all  arms  are  furrendcred, 
tranquillity  be  pcrfcAly  reftored,  and  until  it  is  reported 
*nefal  officers,  by  the  gentlemen  holding  landed  property, 
e  who  are  employed  in  colledting  the  public  revenues  and 
hat  all  rents,  taxes,  and  tithes  are  completely  paid  up. 


wmattQH  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  JLord  Mayor  of  iht  City 

of  Dublin, 

it  Fleming. 

£REAS  I  have  received  information,  that  many  perfons, 
with  feditious  and  treafonable  pra^ices,  have  of  late  left 
ual  places  of  refidence  in  this  kingdom,  and  are  now 
^  themfelves  in  this  city  and  the  environs  thereof,  ia 
I  evade  being  apprehended  and  brought  to  juftice  for  the 
itrocious  offences  of  which  they  (land  charged  : 
in  order  to  promote  the  difcovery  and  apprehending  of 
offenders,  I  do  hereby  call  upon  and  (Iridlly  enjoin  all 
within  this  city,  and  the  liberties  thereof,  who  harbour 
taia  (Grangers,  forthwith,  and  from  time  to  time,  to  rt* 
me,  or  any  of  the  magiftrates  of  this  city,  th6  names 
rriptions  of  all  fuch  (Grangers  as  (hall  be  lodged  or  enter- 
I  their  houfes,  with  an  account  of  the  place  rrom  whence 
pedlively  came,  as  diligent  fearch  will  be  made  by  me, 
feveral  other  magiftrates,  in  order  to  difcover  and  appre* 
fuch  perfons,  and  to  puni(h,  according  to  law,  all  thofe 
m  they  (ball  be  fo  harboured  or  entertained.  And  I  fur- 
i  upon  all  his  Majefty's  loyal  and  weU-difpofed  fubjeds 
intormation  and  a{G(lance  to  carry  this  proclamation,  and 
itioos  thereof,  into  effed. 

I  tlfo  further  require  all  inhabitant^^'of  this  citv,  who 
|k£bsd  regiftering  their  arms,  forthwith  to  come  forward 
iftrr  the  (ame,  as  the  magiftrates  are  determined  to  levy 
aky  prefcribed  bv  law  upon  all  perfM9  wiib  wboip  arms 
VII.  '  Z  2  ftw^W 
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fhall  be  found,  which  have  not  been  regiftcrcd  purfuaiit  io  aQ 
Parliament. 

Given  at  the  Manfion-houfe,  Dawfon  Street,  the  itth 
of  May  1798. 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 

John  Lambert,  Sec 


Letter  fent    to    the   Lord  Mayor   of  Dublin  by  Lord  Flfa 

Cajilertagh, 

My  Lord,  Dublin  Caftlej  May  21,  1798 

I  AM  direfled  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  inform  your  Lc 
fhip,  that  the  difafFcded  in  the  city  and  neighbourhood  of  Dul 
have  been  daring  enough  to  form  a  plan  for  the  purpofeof  j; 
fciFmg  themfelves,    in  the  courfe  of  the  prefcnt  week,   of 
metropolis,  and  of  feizing  the  executive  government,  and  th 
in  authority  within  the  city.     His  Excellency,  fully  infornted 
their  dcligns,  has  made  the  neceflary  military  arrangements 
completely  defeating  their  defperate  purpofe,  and  for  giving 
fulleli  fecurity  to  the  pcrfons  and  property  of  the  loyal  and  iii 
difpofed.     His  Excellency,  neverthelefs,  feels  it  his  duty  to  10 
mate  their  traitorous  defigns  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  reltesi  t)i 
ia  conjun6lion  with  the  magiftracy  and  the  King's  loyal  fubjJB^ 
you  will  exert  the  utmoft  poflible  energy  in  preferving  trarrau 
lity  within  the  bounds  of  the  metropolis  ;  that  your  Lordm 
without  lofs  of  time,  will  caufe  the  ftrifleft  fcarch  to  be  nru 
for  concealed  arms,  and  adopt  fuch  meafures  of  general  prcc 
tion  as  fhall  appear  beft  calculated  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the 
bclliuus  againll  the  King's  government  and  our  invaluable  con 
tution. 

r  have  the  honour  to  remain,  with  the  greatcft  truth  and 
fpcwt,  my  Lord,  your  Lordfhip's  moft  obedient  fe'rvaiit, 

ne  Right  Hon.  tht  Lord  Mayor,  Castlereagi 


Kot'ice  ijffued  by  Lieutenant-general  Lake* 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  Lake,  commanding  his  N 
ki^y's  forces  in  this  kingdom,  having  received  from  his  Ew 
Icncy  the  Lord  Lieutenant  full  powers  to  put  down  the  rebeUii 
and  to  punift  rebels  in  the  niort  fummary  manner^  according 
martial  law,  does  hereby  give  notice  to  all  his  Majefty's  fiibje^ 
that  he  is  determined  to  exert  the  powers  cntrufted  to  him  in  < 
nioft  vip;orous  manner,  for  the  immediate  fuppreflion  of  ^ 
fame  ;  and  that  all  perfons  a<5ling  in  the  prefent  rebeiiion,  or 
any  wife  aiding  or  affifting  therein,  will  be  treated  by  hitii 
rebels,  and  punifhed  accordingly. 

2  A 
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And  LietjtenanNgeneral  Lake  hereby  requires  all  the  inhabiN 
ants  of  the  city  of  Dublin  (the  great  officers  of  Hate,  members 
<yf  the  houfes  of  Parliament,  privy  counfellors,  magiflrates,  and 
military  perfons  in  uniform,  excepted)  to  remain  within  their 
icfpedive  dwellings  from  nine  o'clock  at  night  till  five  in  the 
morning,  under  pain  of  punifhment. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-general  Lake, 
Commanding  his  Majefty's  forces  in  this  kingdom, 

G.  Hewett,  Adjutant-general, 
Dtthiitty  Adjutant-generaVs  Office^ 
24tb  Afay  1798- 

Pr^clamathn  ijfued  by  the  Mayor  and  Sheriffs  of  Cork. 

WHEREAS  wc  have  received  information,  that  many  feditious 
niitreafonable  perfons  have  of  late  left  their  ufual  places  of  abode, 
od.lU'C  now  fecretly  refiding  in  this  city  and  its  liberties:  in 
Offcr  to  difcover  and  apprehend  all  fuch  perfons,  we  do  hereby 
ciO  upon,  and  (IriSlly  command  the  feveral  refident  inhabitants 
of.Ais  city  and  its  .liberties,  as  they  (hall  anfwer  at  the  utmoft 
pcrfl  of  the  law,  forthwith,  and  from  time  to  time,  to  return  to 
lis  (he  names  and  defcriptions  of  all  fuch  (Irangers  as  (hall  be 
^  bulged  or  entertained  in  their  houfes,  together  with  an  account 
[  rf  TO  places  whence  each  feparate  ftranger  refpeftively  came, 
Aad  we  do  further  call  upon  the  feveral* magiftrates,  the  high  and. 
pttty  conllables,  and  all  others  his  Majefty*s  loyal  and  well-dif- 
pofcd  fubje£ls,  to  give  information,  and  to  be  othcrvvife  aiding 
Mdaflifting  in  carrying  this  proclamation  into  eflPedl. 

KiNGSMiLL  Berry,  Mayor* 
Robert  Harding,^ 
John  Cuthbert      vSherifFs. 
Corky  May  2^y  ^79®-  (the  younger),         J 


^J  the  Ri^ht  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Dublin, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
TaoMAs  Fleming. 

Whereas  the  circumflances  of  the  prefent  crifis  demand 
^''^poffible  precaution  :  thefc  are  therefore  to  dclire  all  perfons 
^Ik)  fcavc  regillered  arms,  forthwith  to  give  if),  in  writing, 
^  exafl  ti(t  or  inventory  of  fuch  arms  at  the  Town  Clerk's 
•^c«,  who  will  file  and  enter  the  fame  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for 
^t  purpofe  ;  and  all  perfons  who  have  not  rcgiftcrcd  their  arms, 
■*c-4erfby  rci}uired  forthwith  to  deliver  up  to  me,  or  fomo  other 
^  the  magiftri^es^of  this  city,  all  arms  and  ammunition  of  every 
■od  in  -their  poflelTion.     And  if,  after  this  proclamation,  any 
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perfen  haying  regiftered  their  airms  ihall  be  found  not  to  ht 
given  in  a  tme  lid  or  inventory  of  fuch  arms  ;  or  if  any  perfi 
who  has  not  regifteredi  (hall  be  found  to  have  in  their  power 
pofleilion   any  arms  or  ammunition  whatever,   fuch    perfoa 
perfons  will,  on  fuch  arms  being  difcovered^  be  forthwith  fent  ( 
board  his  Majefty's  navy,  as  by  law  direfied. 

And  I  do  hereby  defi re,  that  all  houTekeepers  do  place  upon  1 
outfide  of  their  doors  a  lift  of  all  perfons  in  their  refpedi 
houfes,  didinguifhing  fuch  as  are  ftraogers  from  thofe  wl 
adually  make  part  of  th<;ir  family  ;  but  as  there  may  happen 
be  perfonsy  who,  from  pecuniary  embarraifments,  are  (ri)lrged 
Conceal  themfelves,  I  do  not  require  fuch  names^tcrbe  placed  :< 
the  outfide  of  the  door,  provided  their  names  are  fent  ton 
And  I  ^hereby  call  upon  all  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  within  i 
county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  immediately  to  comply  wMrd 
regulation,  as  calculated  for  the  public  fecurity;  astnoie  peifo 
who  ihall  wilfully  negleft  a  regulation  fo  eafy  and  JUutaryt . 
well  as  perfons  giving  falfe  ftatements  of  the  inmates  of  thf 
houfes,  muft,  in  the  prefent  crifis,  abide  the  cosSn^jgrnsaaz  i 
fuch  ncgleft. 

Given  at  the  ManAon-houfe  this  24th  day  of  May  1)^98.   T 

Signed,  by  order,        Johk  LambbuTi  Sec 


JJotict  ijfued  hy  LieuttnanUgimral  Sir  Jawus  SttwOrf^  etnmmidL 

the  Souibcrn  Diftriif  in  Ireland. 

Adjutant' gencraVs  Offlcty  Cork,  Maj  24,  179 J 

IT  having  been  reprefented  to  Lieutenant-general  Sir  jam 
Stewart,  that  notwithftanding  troops  have  been  ftationed  at  fr 
quarters  in  the  barony  of  Imokilly,  to  enforce  the  furrcnderii 
of  arihs,  none  have  yet  been  brought  in,  although  he  has  te^ 
to  believe  that  vail  numbers  are  concealed,  and  particularly  pike 
and  it  having  alfo  been  reprefented  to  the  General,  that  an  ideab 
been  fet  forth,  no  doubt  with  a  bad  defign,  that  the  gentleinen 
the  barony,  now  fatisBed  that  the  rents,  tithes,  and  taxes,  a 
either  a£lually  paid,  or  fhortly  will  ht  fo,  are  to  make  applicatif 
to  the  General,  to  have  the  pi^blic  relieved  from  the  free  quailtrij 
of  troops  : 

The  General  hereby  declares,  that  he  will  rcfift  any  foch  if[P 
cation,  fhoul<)  it  be  made,  until  all  concealed  arms  are  difcovete 
or  given  in  :  unlefs  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  barony  gwc,'t 
^o(i  pofftive  declaration  in  writing,  that  they  do  not  feel  the  ii 
ccfTiiy  of  troops  being  Aationed  at  free .  quarters  within  tl 
barony;  that  after  the  moft  minute^^quiries,  they  believe  |hc 
are  no  concealed  arms  \  and  that  they  will  be  refponfible  to  G 
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^Ptniment  fe^  the  prefcrvation  of  tranquil lify  within  the  barony  ; 
and  if  this  is  not  very  ihortly  effc^led  by  the  prefent  means,  he 
will  march  five  hundred  men,  cavalry  and  infantry,  under  the 
oommand:  of  firigadrier-general  Sir  C.  Rofs,  into  that  barony, 
diere  to  forage  for  themfelves,  until  he  (hall  be  convinced  that 
there  is  not  an  arm  of  any  fort  remains  in  the  poirellion  of  the 
iahabitaiitSy  or  concealed  within  the  barony- 
Should  the  free  quartering  be  found  unavoidable,  in  that  cafe, 
vherever  arms  are  found  in  the  houfes  or  on  the  grounds,  the 
hmfei  on  the  premil'es  (hall  be  fet  iire  to,  and  the  poireiibrs  fent 
IV  Duncanoon  Fort,  or  on  board  prifon-fliips. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  mild  meafures  whAch  have  hi* 
ifsno  been  oppofed  to  every  fort  of  outrage  by  murder,  plunder, 
sad  lefiftance  of  the  law,  Aifliciently  ihow  with  how  much  re- 
lafisnce  feverity  is  adopted  ;  but  when  once  it  becomes  neceflfary 
ferthere-eftabliOiment  of  public  fafety,  then  it  mud  be  fevcrely 
&lt,  in  order  that  it  may  be  long  remembered.  What  is  moft  to 
k  lamented  is,  that  the  innocent  will  fuSer  with  the  guilty,  for 
^fanfjittg  will  be  general,  and  it  is  not  poflible  for  the  troops 
to  difcriminate. 

TheGeneral  therefore  calls  on  all  the  inhabitants,  and  that  for 
Ae  lall  time^  to  confider  well  of  their  condu£l,  and  prevent  tlie 
oiTeries  which  await  them,  for  the  general  fafety  of  the  country, 
spinft  the  attempts  of  a  threatening  enemy,  who  would  not  proceed 
Witk  the  like  relu£tance  to  free  quarters,  were  they  once  to  effecl 
'landing  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  whofe  great  object  is  a  general 
pliuider  of  the  rich  and  of  the  poor. 

Byorder  of  Lieut.-gen.  Sir  James  Stewart,  Bart* 

Nathaniel  Massey,  Affiftant  Adjutant-gen. 


*     Ajfr  rmJ  by  Ordir  p/Dr.  Troy*  at  eath  Mafs  in  M  the  CatboUe 
{  Chapels  in  Ireland^ 

1"  '  In  the  prefent  awful  and  alarming  period,  when  every  good 
'  ^cfi^  every  good  Chriflian,  views  with  grief  and  horror  the 
.9c{pcrate  and  wicked  endeavours  of  irreligious  and  rebellious 
%Uators .  to  overturn  and  deftroy  the  conftitution,  we  (hould 
^mourfelves  criminal  in  the  fight  of  God,  did  we  not,  in  the 
^A  Iblemp  aiul  imprefTiye  manner,  remind  you  of  the  beinouf- 
pc&.of  violating  the  laws  of  our  country,  and  of  attempting,  by 
^fiir^ion  and  murder,  to  futvert  the  government  of  our  gra- 
^^  king,  to  whom. the  allegiance  weconfcioufly  owe  in  com- 
'^  with  all  our  other  felIow-fubjc£ls,  has  been,  with  regard 

**"*  -*-     V \     ..    .    .  .^..  ::.■>-      I  :  I.. *     1  ■  .  ■ .       — ^,— 1„^ 

.  «  I   . .  ^ 

^,.br.  Troy  is  at  tlie  head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  pricf^hood. 
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to  moft  of  U9»  rolcmnly  attefted  in  the  prefence  of  God,  hj  the 
leligious  bond  of  an  oath. 

Let  no  one  deceive  you  by  wretched,  impracticable  fpecuU^ 
lions  on  the  rights  of  man  and  the  majefty  of  the  people,  on 
the  dignity  and  independence  of  the  human  mind,  on  theabftrad 
dtiiies  of  fuperiors,  and  exaggerated  abufes  of  authority ;  fatal 
fpeculations  I  difadrous  theories !  not  more  fiibverfive  of  foetal 
order  and  happinefs,  than  deftrudlive  of  every  principle  of  the 
Chriftian  religion.  ]>i)ok  at  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  thefe  de- 
tdiable  dodrines.  Their  atheiAical  authors,  feeing  the  tntiBiate 
connexion  between  religious  and  civil  principles,  l>ehcld,  widt 
the  envious  malignity  of  demons,  the  mutual  fgpport  they  af- 
forded each  other,  for  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  advantage  of 
man  ;  and  accordingly  prepared  the  dreadful  career  of  anarchy, 
by  the  propagation  ^too  facccfsfu),  alas!)  of  impiety  and  licen- 
tioiifiicfs. 

We  bitterly  lament  the  fatal  confcquences  of  this  antichriftian 
confpiracy.  But  furcly,  my  brethren,  your  known  attachifltnt 
•o  the  principles  of  religion  ought  to  have  preferved  you  from  the 
dcftroying  influence  of  fuch  complicated  wickeanefs.  Yes, 
dearelt  Catholics,  it  is  to  the  benign  principles  of  the  Ciitififan 
leligion,  that  we  recall  your  ferious  attention  at  this  important 
crilis.  They  will  (hield  you  from  the  evils  which  furround  ufc 
Submiflion  to  eltablifhed  authority,  and  obedience  to  the  h^ 
are  amongd  the  duties  prefcribed  by  religion.  Every  violatioa  of 
thefe  duties  is  highly  criminal.  Wherefore,  if  any  amongft 
you  have  been  uniortunately  feduced  into  a  combination  agaioft 
the  flate,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  you  are  bound  in  con- 
fcience  inftanfly  to  withdraw  yourfelvcs  from  it,  and  by  fincere  re- 
pentance, and  future  loyal  condu£l,  atone  for  your  pall  (inful  tC" 
mcrity.  Without  this  fincere  forrow  and  promife  of  aincnd- 
mcnt,  you  cannot  expe£l  abfolution  in  the  tribunal  of  penance, 
nor  mercy  from  Cjovernment.  Neither  one  nor  the  other  is  ex- 
tended to  impenitent  finners,  or  offenders,  without  profanation 
or  injufticc. 

Refolve,  then,  we  befeech  you,  to  deliver  up  your  artnsw 
every  kind,  without  delay  or  reludiance,  to  thofe  appointed  to  re- 
ceive ihera.  Unite  with  all  your  loyal  and  peaceable  fellow- 
fubjefls,  to  put  down  and  crufli  the  wicked  fpirit  of  infurrefliofli 
fo  difgraceful  to  the  charafler  of  Irifhmen.  It  has  already  f^^" 
duced  the  mod  horrid  effedls.  Aflaflinations,  murders,  atrocities 
of  every  kind  have  been  committed.  Lofe  not  a  moment  to  nia- 
nifeft  your  deteftation  of  the  principles  and  caufcs  leading  to  fuch 
confcquences.  The  fhorteft  delay  in  complying  with  thisrcligio"^ 
duty  will  be  julUy  confidered  as  an  indication  of  dilloyalty.  Yp** 
will  be  confidered  as  enemies  to  the  ftate,  and  fubjedcd  to  a  fu*** 
den  death,    under  the  operation   of  martial  law>  already  pr^ 
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rrtcd.    Your  property,  your  very  exiftence  ari  endangered  by 

ifpicious  or  equivocal  condud.     It  mud  be  open,  candid^  and 

(ded,  iu  fupporting  religion  and  the  conftitution. 

Ne  exhort  you  then,  in  the  name  and  by  ihe  authority  of 

ilChrifty  whofe  will  we  are  bound  to  announce  and  explain 

ou,  to  keep  (ledfaft  in  the  faith — to  lead  fober,  righteotis,  and 

W  livesy  giving  offence  to  no  one^— to  fear  God,  and  honour 

King. 

\/Uy  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  the  church  invokes 

rday  on  the  whole  body  of  the  faithful,  fill  your  hearts  with 

rdent  love  of  God  and  nnan. 

llay  the  peace  of  God,  which  furpafles  every  underftanding, 

ierve  your  hearts  and  minds  in  Jefus  Chrid.     Amen. 

Wl^tjundayy  May  ajtb,  1798. 

J.  T.  T. 

Oiikmfttion  IJfucd  by  Major-general  Nfdgent,  to  the  Inhabitants 
ihJ  Tnftirgents  of  the  County  of  Do'um,  dated  Head^quarters, 
Btlfafiy  June  1 1,   1798,  Jive  P.  M. 

MAJOR-GENERAL  Nugent,  commanding  his  Majefty's 
nsinthe  north  of  Ireland,  being  defirous  of  fparing  the  efFu- 
1  of  human  blood,  and  the  total  devaftation  of  the  county  of 
»wn,  is  plcafed  to,  and  docs  hereby,  extend  to  the  infurgents 
the  faid  county,  the  fame  terms  of  fubmillion  and  atonement 
t  have  been  fo  eagerly  and  gratefully  accepted  by  many  of  their 
lally  deluded  neighbours  in  the  county  of  Antrim^  to  wit — 
That  if  thofe  unfortunate  perfons,  who,  by  the  arts  of  felfifh 
I  defigning  people,  have  been  feduccd  from  their  allegiance  to 
ir  true  and  lawful  fovereign,  his  Majefly  King  George  the 
lird,  to  become  rebels  and  traitors  to  their  country,  will  return 
their  duty  as  faithful  and  peaceful  fubjefls,  and  return  to 
irrcfpeftivc  hoiifcs  and  occupations,  the  General  pofitively  and 
dy  engages  to  them,  that  no  one  whatever  in  the  county  (with 

exceptions  hereafter  mentioned)  (hall  be  molefted,  or  their 
periy  injured  ;  and  that  as  a  proof  of  their  return  to  loyalty 
I  good  government,  they  mufl,  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-foir 
\n  after  the  date  of  this  proclamation  (making  allowance  for 

more  diflant  part  of  the  county),  liberate  all  the  loyal  perfons 
every  defcription  now  in  their  cuftody,  and  fend  them  to  their 
pedive  places  of  abode  \  and  that  they  alfo  depute  fome  perfonf 
teceivc  ail  their  arms  and  ofFenfive  weapons  of  every  denomi- 
ion,  with  the  ammunition  belonging  thereto,  who  (hall  be 
t  to  the  General  to  know  where  they  are  to  be^depofited — ^and 
t  they  alfo  deliver  up  the  principal  perfons  who  have  been  molt 
ite  in  infligating  or  compelling  them  to  engage  in  their  late 
eked  pra£lices. 
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ShouU  the  above  kijundions  not  be  complied  with  within  i 
fitne  fpeciiied,  Major-general  Nugent  wiil  proceed  to  iet  fire 
and  totally  deftroy  the  towns  of  Killinchy»  Killeleagh,  Ballyi 
hinchy  Saintfield,  and  every  cottage  and  farm-hou(e  in  the  vi 
Bity  of  thofe  places,  carry  off  the  ilock  and  cattle,  and  put  ein 
tmt  to  the  fword  who  may  be  found  in  arms. 

It  particularly  behoves  all  the  well-affeded  perfoos  who 
now  with  the  rebels  from  conftraint,  and  who  it  is  known  fo 
m  coafiderabie  part  of  their  numbers,  to  exert  themfelves  in  hav 
thefe  terms  complied  with,  as  it  is  the  only  opportunity  th 
*will  be  of  refcuing  themfelves  ai\d  properties  from  the  indifcrii 
Hate  vengeance  of  an  army  neceifarily  let  loofe  upon  them. 


Ordiri  Iffued  on  the  lyh  jfuncj  by  Major-general  Morrifon* 

MAJOR-GENERAL  Morrifon  requcfts  that  officers  co 
manditig  corps  will  give  the  ftriQeft  orders  to  prevent  fetting  I 
to  houfcs  or  buildings  of  any  kind  ;  a  mode  ot  punifhment  t 
can.lead  only  to  the  mod  pernicious  confequences,  apd  that  j 
dom  or  ever  falls  op  the  guilty,  but,  on  the  contrary,  on  the  lai 
lord,  the  wife  and  children  of  the  criminals,  who,  however  i 
.quitous  the  hulband  oi'  father^  ought  always  to  be  fpared  and  p: 
tedcd. 

And  he  has  likewife  received  orders  from  Lieutenanl-gdne 
Lake  that  free  quarters  are  no  longer  to  be  permitted  \  nehl 
are  fora^ng  parties  to  be  allowed  to  eo  out  unlefs  under  the  c 
of  an  officer,  who  is  to  be  refponhble  for  every  a  A  ;  in  or 
that  the  friends  of  Government,  the  helplefs  and  infirm,  n 
not  be  involved  in  one  Indifcrioiinate  mats  of  deftrudiion  'W 
the  rebellious  and  ill-difpofed. 


EKIN   GO    BR  AH. 

Proclamation  of  the  People  of  the  County  of  Wexford. 

June^y  1798 

WHEREAS  it  ftands  manifeftly  notorious,  that  James  Bo; 
Hawtry  White,  Hunter  Gowan,  and  Archibald  Hamilton  Jac 
late  magiftrates  of  this  county,  have  committed  the  moft  boi 
.a£is  of  cruelty,  violence,  and  oppreffion,  againft  our  peacta 
and  well-affeflcd  countrymen : 

Now  we  the  people,  aflbciated  and  united  for  the  purpofe 
procuring  our  juft  rights,  and  being  determined  to  proteft 
perfons  and  properties  of  thofe  of  all  religious  perfuafioni  1 
have  not  opprefled  us,  and  are  willing  with  heart  and  hand  to  j 
our  glorious  caufe,  as  well  as  to  (how  our  marked  difapprdiif 
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and  horror  of  the  crimes  of  the  above  delinquents,  do  call  upon 
our  countrymen  at  large  to  ufe  every  exertion  in  their  power  to 
apprehend  the  bodies  of  the  aforefaid  James  Boyd,  Hawtry 
Wnitc,  Hunter  Gowan,  and  Archibald  Hamilton  Jacob,  and  to 
iecare  and  convey  them  to  the  gaol  of  Wexford,  to  be  brought 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  people. 

God  fave  the  People, 
Done  at  Wexford  this  9th  day  of  June  1798. 

B.  B.  Harvey,  Comm.  in  Chief. 

Edward  Roche,  Secretary* 


The  Adjutant'general  of  the  French  Army  at  KlUala,  to  the  Com" 
mander  of  the  Englijh  Troops  at  BalUna, 

$ir, 

I  SEND  you  a  prifoner  who  appears  to  wi(h  to  return  home. 
Under  the  circumftances  in  which  we  are  placed,  we  will  f^o 
every  thing  in  our  power  to  alleviate  the  miferies  of  war,  and  to 
kttain  our  fole  objedl,  which  is  to  procure  a  laftii)g  peace,  and 
torellore  tranquillity  to  Europe. 

(Signed)  Sar&azin.    , 


I  ■  ■ 

Gjjjfflf  a  Paper  found  at  Cafllehar  by  Liiutenant-colonel  Craufuri^ 
omni  the  Archives  of  the  Provifional  Government  which  the 
ffencb  eleiledfor  the  Province  of  Connaught* 

LIBERTY.  ECU^ALltV. 

r 

Army  of  Ireland. 

At  the  Head' quarters  at  CaftUbary  the  14/A 
Fru^idory  in  the  6th  year  of  the  French 
reptibitcy  one  and  indivijible, 

.  GENERAL  Humbert,  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of 
*^land,  wifliing  to  organize,  as  foon  as  poflible,  an  adminiftra- 
tive  power  for  the  province  of  Connaught,  orders  as  follows : 

'•  The  government  of  the  province  of  Connaught  (hall  refide 
^  Caftlcbar  till  further  orders. 

^«  The  government  (hall  be   compofed   of  twelve  members, 

^will  be  nominated  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  French 
army. 

^"3'  Citizen  John  Moore  is  appointed  prefident  of  the  province 
^  Connaught.  He  is  particularly  charged  with  the  nomination 
****l*tinion  of  the  members  of  the  government. 
*  4-.  The  government  (hall  immediately  dire£l  its  attention  to 
^tfe  organisation  of  the  militia  of  the  province  of  Connaught, 
'  Voi.  Vll.  -^A  ^tA 
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and  to  Securing  the  provifions  necefliary  for  the  Frencli  and  Irifl 
armies. 

5.,  There  (ball  be  formed  eight  regimems  of  infantryi  cat 
6f  twelve  hundred  men.;  and  four  of  cavalry,  each  of  fix  huodit 
men. 

6.  The  government  will  declare  rebels  and  traitors  to  tkd 
country,  all  thofe  who,  having  received  arms  and  clothing,  flu 
not  join  the  army  within  twenty-four  hours. 

7*  Every  individual,  from  fixteen  to  forty,  inclufively,  iscalli 
upon,  in  the  name  of  the  Irifli  republic,  to  repair  immediate! 
to  the  French  camp,  to  march  in  a  mafs  againft  tht  comoK 
enemy,  the  government  of  treland— >the  EngliOi ;  whofe  i 
RruSdon  alone  can  fecure  the  independence  and  happinefs  of  a 
cient'Hibernia. 

The  General  commanding  in  chief, 

(Signed)  Humbert. 


Prpdamation  ^ffucd  by  i)^«rT^f»rra/  St*  jf^n^  commanding  * 

jtrmyintbe  Difirifl.  ofClomne.lL 

MAJOR-GENERAL  St.  John,  anxious  to  preferve  the  tn 
quillity  of  the  diftrift  under  bis  command,  and  to  obtain,  fori 
benefit  of  the  country  in  general,  ail  thofe  good  eifeds  which 
unapimous  and  cordial  co-operation  muft,  at  this  moment,  pai 
ctilarly,  produce,  recommeiKis  it  moft  earneftly  to  his  Majeft 
ftibjeds  of  all  perfuaiions,  that  they  lay  afide  the  diftingulfiij 
badges  of  their  different  fe As  of  religion,  anfd  with  them  to  bd 
all  thofe  animofiiies  and  jealoufies  which  have  too  long  diflrafi 
this  kingdom,  and  prevented  the  refloration  of  that  tranquill 
which  is  To  neceflfary  for  its  immediate  fecurity  and  future  pi 
(perity. 

The  MaJQifTgeneral  therefore  hopes  that  all  loyal  fubjeSs  n 
fliow  by  their  condu£l  tormorrow  (the  ifl  of  July),  that  they  % 
facrifice  private  prejudices  for  the  advantage  of  the  public  wes 
and  that  they  will  recommend  to  all  defcriptions  of  people  I 
adoption  of  a  line  of  condud  founded  on  this  principle. 


Kotice  ifjued  by  Major-general  Nugent,  commanding  the  Nartb 

Dijiriil. 

Belfaft,  July  27. 

WHEREAS  a  great  many  of  the  leaders  and  principal  ^ 
tators  in*  the  rebellion  have  fecreted  themfelves  in  the  county 
Down,  and  go  through  the  countiy  during  the  night  to  perfui 
and  force  the  people  to  rife  again  in  arms  ;  I  hereby  otter  a  \ 
waM  of  fifty  guineas  for  the  apprehenflon  of  each  of  the  jfoUa 
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bfts.  I  alfo  warn  the  inhabitants  oF  the  county  in  gene« 
t  if  any  of  them  are  convicted  of  harbouring  one  or  more 
perfonsy  or,  knowing  where  they  are,  do  not  give  tmme- 
»tice  thereof  to  the  officer  commanding  at  the  neareft  poft, 
11  fuiier  as  capital  oilenderSy  and  their  property  be  de- 
Should  any  perfon  be  weak  or  wicked  enough  to  join 
Tperate  outlaws^  either  by  force  or  from  inclination,  he 
(xped  mercy  ;  and  I  therefore  conjure  every  one  to  give 
ite  information  againft  fuch  perfons  as  may  go  through 
itry  for  the  purpoies  above  mentioned,  and  alfo  to  do  ail 
power  to  take  them  up. 

e  jteople  do  not  attend  to  this  warning,  they  will  have 
t  themfelves  to  blame  for  the  diftrelTes  brought  on  their 
» 
reral  names  were  inferted  at  the  end  of  this  Notice.^ 


f  of  the  jtgreement  entered  into  between  the  Irijh  Government 
uml  the  State  Fri/omrs  confined  in  the  feveral  Gaols. 

^     Sunday y  Jufyag,  1798. 

the  underfiened  (late  prifoners  confined  in  the  three  pri- 
Newgate,  Kilmainham,  and  Bridewell,  engage  to  give 
iformation  in  our  power  of  the  whole  of  the  iutemal 
ions  of  the  United  Iriihmen,  and  that  each  of  the  pri« 
hall  give  detailed  information  of  every  tranfadion  that 
sd  between  the  United  Irifhmen  and  foreign  dates ;  but 
prifoners  are  not,  by  naming  or  detcribing,  to  implicate 
fon  whatfoever  ;  and  that  they  are  ready  to  emigrate  to 
mtry  as  (hall  be  agreed  on  between  them  and  Government, 
xurity  not  to  return  to  this  country  without  permiflion  of 
nent,  and  not  to  pafs  into  an  enemy's  country, 
on  their  complying  with  thefe  terms  that  they  are  to  be 
)m  profecntions,  and  alfo  Mr.  Oliver  Bond  to  be  per- 
o  take  the  benefit  of  this  propofal.  The  ftate  prifoners 
tSL  that  this  propofal  may  be  extended  to  fuch  perfons  in 
or  not  in  cuflody,  as  may  choofe  to  benefit  by  it. 

(Signed)  Arthur  O'Connor. 

T.  A.  Emmet. 

W.  M*Niviif. 

S.  Neilson. 

H.  Jackson. 

J.  SWRRTMAN,  &^. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

EREAS  the  ftate  prifoners  in  the  leveral  prrfons  in  Dub- 
:  propofed  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lietitenant  <'  to 
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give  every  information  in  their  power  of  the  whole  of  the  intei 
tranfa&ions  of  the  United  Iriflimen  ;  and  that  each  of  them  wc 
give  detailed  information  of  every  tranfa£^ion  that  h^s  paifed 
tween  the  United  Iri(hmen  and  foreign  dates,  without  howi 
naming  or  defcribing,  fo  as  to  implicate  any  perfon  whate> 
and  that  they  were  ready  to  emigrate  to  fuch  country  as  ihouL 
agreed  upon  between  them  and  Government,  giving  fecurity 
to  return  to  this  country  without  the  perm i (lion  of  Governm 
and  not  to  pafs  into  an  enemy's  country,  if  on  their  fo  doing  * 
fhould  be  freed  from  profecution  ;  and  that  Mr.  Oliver  Bond 
to  be  permitted  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  faid  propofal ;  and 
the  (late  prifoners  alfo  hoped  that  the  benefit  of  the  faid  pro[ 
would  be  extended  to  fuch  perfons  in  cuftody,  or  not  in  cuft 
as  might  choofe  to  take  the  benefit  of  it:**  Which  propof; 
figned  by  Arthur  O'Connor,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  Wil 
M'Nevin,  Samuel  Neilfon,  Henry  Jackfon,  John  Sweeti 
and  by  upwards  of  feveniy  other  prifoners : 

And  whereas  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  been 
ciouily  pleafed  to  accept  of  the  faid  propofal,  and  has  agree 
the  terms  thereby  offered  ;  in  confequence  whereof  the  faid 
prifoners  have  been  examined  before  the  fecret  committee  of 
two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  have  given  full  information  ol 
tranfadions  of  the  United  Irifhmen  : 

Now  I  do,  by  this  my  proclamation,  make  known  to  the ; 
ral  (late  prifoners  within  this  didricl,  and  to  others  whom  it 
concern,  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  the  (late  prifc 
in  Dublin  have  obtained  his  Majedy's  pardon,  in  order  that  1 
•who  think  fit,  may  entitle  themfelves  to  an  equal  didributic 
the  King's  mod  merciful  and  gracious  intentions  ;  and 
hereby  require  thofe  whom  it  may  concern,  within  this  difl 
forthwith  to  fignify  to  me,  whether  they  are  ready  to  fubf 
to  fimilar  terms  and  conditions,  and  thereby  entitle  themfelvi 
the  like  meafure  of  his  Maje(ty*s  mercy  ;  and  in  order  thj 
perfons  now  in  cudody  may  have  a  full  opportunity  of  fignil 
their  intentions  herein,  I  will  fend  proper  perfons  to  each  p 
"Within  this  didridl,  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  their  refpc 
determinations. 

G.  Nugent,  Major-general,  commandi 

Northern  Didrift. 
Bclfafl,  Jiugujil'i,  1798. 


A  Proclamatlgn  by  the    Lord  Lieutenant  General  and  Gn 

Goverfior  of  Ireland, 

COP.NWALLIS. 

•  WHEREAS  it  appears  that  during  the  late  invafion  mai 
the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Mayo^  and  counties  adja 
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did  join  the  French  forces,  and  did  receive  from  them  arms  and* 
ammunition ;  and  whereas  it  may  be  expedient  to  admit  fuch 
perfons  to  mercy,  who  may  have  been  inftigated  thereto  by  defigu- 
jng  men  ;  we  do  hereby  promifc  his  Majelty's  pardon  to  any  per- 
fon  who  has  joined  the  enemy,  provided-  he  fiirrenders  himfelf 
toanyof  his  Majefty's  juftices  of  the  peace,  or  to  any  of  his 
Majcfty's  officers,  and  delivefs  up  a  French  fireltK'k  and  bayonet, 
and  all  the  ammunition  in  his  pofleiHon — and  provided  he  has  not 
fenred  in  any  higher  capacity  than  that  of  private. 

This  proclamation  to  be  in  force  for  thirty  days  from  the  date 
bereof. 

Given  at  his  Majefty's  Caftle  of  Dublin, 
this  nth  day  of  September   1798; 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  command, 

Castlereagh. 


Sep9rtfrom  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  of  the  Irl/h  Houfc  of  Commons. 

Mr.  Speaker, 

THE  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  to  take  into  confidera- 
tioDthe  papers  prefented  to  the  Houfe  on  the  17th  day  of  July 
Ul  by  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Vifcount  Caftlcreagh,  have 
direded  me  to  report  as  follows : 

Your  Committee,    in  reporting  upon  the  papers  referred  to 
thctn,  find  it  neceflary  to  recall  the  attention  of  the   Houfe  to  a 
Ktport  of  a  Secret  Committee  of  the  Lords  in  the  year  1793,  as 
tlfoto  the  Reports  of  Secret  Committees  of  both  Houfcs  of  the 
Imc  Parliament,  prefented  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1797. 
,      Your  Committee  find  that  the  allegations  Aated  in  thofe  Re- 
ports are  fully  confirmed  by  further  evidence  and  by  fubfcquen^ 
^nts  ;  and  the  fafts  they  contain,  connefted  with  the  intbrma- 
wn  arifing  out  of  the  prefent  inquiry,  will  enable  the  Houfc  to 
^''•Cc  in  all  its  parts  the  confpiracy  carried  on  by  the  paity  ftyling 
^i^^felves  United  Iriihmen,  from  its  firll  appearance  under  the 
P'Wcxt  of  a  reform  till  it  connefted  iifelf  with  the  foreign  enemy, 
^d  broke  out  into  a  wide  and  extended  rebellion* 

Before  your  Committee  proceed  to  trace  the  extenfion  and  pro- 
P^^fs  of  the  fyftem  of  treafon  fince  the  period  ot  the  lall  Report 
i^he  organization  of  which  at  that  time  appeared  to  have  been  in 
*Srcat  degree  confined  to  the  northern  counties,  but  (hortly  after 
^^ tended  itfelf  throughout  other  parts  of  the  kingdom),  they  are 
r^firous  of  adverting  to  the  prominent  fafls  ellablilhed  by  former 
'j^^liiries,  and  to  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  government  to  meet 
*l^c  dangers  which  then,  and  at  the  period  immediately  fubfequent 
^  the  laft  Report,  exifted  in  the  province  of  Ulfter. 

'Xhe  focicty  under  the  name  of  the  United  Iriflimcn,  it  ap- 
pears. 
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pean;  vrzs  eiTabliflied  in  the  yestr  1791 ;  its  fouAdei*s  held  fc 
^hat  they  termed  Catholic  Emancipation  and'  PaTliamentary  1 
form,  as  xht  oftenflble  objects  of  their  nnton  :  but  it  clearly 
pearcd,  from  the  letter  of  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  accompany 
dieir  original  conditmion,  as  tranfmitted  to  Belfaft  fbr  adopt i 
A  .^t  from  its  commencement,  the  real  parpofe  of  thofe  who  w 
at  thehead  of  the  inftitutjon,  was  to  feparate  Ireland  froiknGi 
Britain,  and  to  fubvert  the  eftabiifbed  conilitution  of  this  ki 
dom  :  in  coaoboration  of  which  your  Committee  have  anne 
tb  this  Report  fcveral  of  their  early  publications,  particular! 
profpeflus  of  the  fociety,  which  appeared  in  the  beginning  of 
year  1791  ;  as  alfo  the  plan  of  reform  which  they  rccornmeo 
to  the  people. 

For  the  firft  three  years  theif  attention  was  entirely  dire^ 
to  the  engaging  in  their  fociety  perfons  of  activity  and  tak 
in  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom;  and  in  preparing  the  pul 
mind  for  their  future  purpofes  by  the  circulation  of  the  n 
feditious  publications,  particularly  the  works  of  Thomas  Pai 
At  this  time  however  the  leaders  were  rather  cautious  of  ala] 
ii^  minds  not  fufficiently  ripe  for  f  he  adoption  of  their  ptincip 
try  the  too  open  difclofbre  of  the  real  cAije£ts  they  had  in  view 

IH  1 795  the  teft  of  the  fociety  underwent  a  (triking  reviA 
the  woiYk  in  the  amended  teft  ftahd,  <'  A  full  reptefenfatiott  ol 
fite  people,"  omitting  the  words  '<  Iii  the  Cotfiitions  Hoilfe 
Ihirliatnent  ;*'  the  reafoti  for  which  has  been  admitted  by  (t 
siiembers  of  the  Executive  cfxannned  before  your  Commtttet 
htf  the  better  torecontilef  reformers  and  republicans  in  a  come 
exertion  to  overthrow  the  ffate. 

In  the  fummef  of  I796gteat  numbers  of  perfons,  princip 
in  the  province  cf  Ulfter,  had  enrolled  themfelves  in  this  foci 
About  the  fame  period,  as  will  be  niore  fully  explained  h< 
after,  a  dired  communication  had  been  opened  by  the  hi 
of  the  party  with  the  enemy,  and  French  afliftance  was  1 
cited  and  prbmifed  to  be  fpeedtly  fent  to  aid  the  difaileded  in 
kingdom. 

With  a  view  of  being  prepared  as  much  as  poflible  to  C6-c 
rate  with  the  enemy  then  expe£ted,  and  in  order  to  cduntfcrafl 
tSeR  of  the  armed  aflbciations  of  yeomanry  eftablifhcd  in  O 
ber  1796,  dire£lions  were  iflued  by  the  leaders  to  the  focietic 
form  themfelves  into  military  bodies,  and  to  be  provided! 
arms  and  ammunition. 

Thefe  diredkions  were  fpeedily  obeyed  ;  the  focieties  aflnmi 
inilitary  form ;  and  it  appears  by  the  original  papers  feiiec 
Bdfaft  in  the  nibnth  of  ApHl  1797,  ^^^^  ^^^^^  numbers  at 
period  in  the  province  of  Ulfter  alone  wet^  ftated  to  arttoMk 
^arly  one  hundred  thoufand  meh :  that  they  wete  very  lut] 

fupi 
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fupplied  with  fire-arms  and  pikes ;  that  they  had  fome  cannon 
and  ammunition,  and  were  diligently  employed  in  the  fiudy  of 
military  tallies;  in  fliort,  that  nothing  was  ncgledcd  by  the 
party  which  could  enable  them  to  take  the  .field  on  the  arrival  of 
the  enemy,  or  whenever  they  might  receive  orders  to  that  effeSL 
from  their  fuperior  officers,  whom  they  were  bound^by  oath  to 
obev. 

To  deter  the  welUaiFeded  from  joining  the  yeomanry  corps, 
and  to  render  the  adminiftration  of  judice  altogether  inefFedual^ 
the  mofl  aAive  fyflcm  of  terror  was  put  in  operation ;  perfons 
enrolled  in  the  yeomanry,  magiftrates,  witnelfcs,  jurors,  in  a 
vord,  every  clafs  and  de(cription  of  people  who  ventured  to  fup- 
poct  the  laws,  became  objc£ls  of  the  moil  cruel  perfecution  in 
their  perfons,  property,  and  even  in  the  line  of  their  bufmcfs ; 
and  multitudes  were  compelled  to  take  their  illegal  oaths,  and 
piofefs  an  adherence  to  the  party  as  a  means  of  fecurity. 

In  the  latter  end  of  1796,  and  beginning  of  1797,  the  loyal 
inhabitants  of  Ulfter  fuficred  mod  feverely  from  the  depredations 
of  the  United  Irifhmen  ;  throughout  the  province  they  were 
firipped  of  their  arms  ;  the  moft  horrid  murders  were  perpetrated 
bjr  large  bodies  of  men  in  open  day,  and  it  became  nearly  impof* 
fibleto  bring  the  oiFenders  to  juftice,  from  the  inevitable  deftruc* 
tion  that  awaited  the  witneircs  or  jurors  who  dared  to  p^rforoi 
Aiir  duty. 

Your  Committee  will  now  (hortly  trace  the  meafures  reforted 
'to  for  fiipprefling  thefe  difturbanccs,  and  for  ex^udjkog  proteAion 
to  the  welUafie&ed. 

Inthe  fummer  of  1796,  the  outrages  committed  by  a  banditti 
calling  thcmfclves  Defenders,  in  the  counties  of  Rofcomnuin^ 
Lcitrim,  Longford,  Meath,  Weflmeath,  and  Kilc^are,  together 
ttith  a  religious  feud  prevailing  inthe  county  of  Armagh,  induced 
the  legiflature  to  pafs  a  temporary  acl  of  Parliament,  generally 
called  the  Infurredion  Ad,  by  whicli  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
^iicil  were  enabled,  upon  the  requilition  of  feven  magiftrates 
^i  any  county  aflembled  at  a  feilions  of  the  peace,  to  proclaim 
tlie  whole  or  any  part  thereof  to  be  in  a  flate  of  difturbance  ; 
within  wiiich  limits  this  law,  giving  incieafed  power  to  the  ma« 
Etfiracy,  was  to  have  operation. 

Many  difirids  in  Uliter  in  which  outrages  prevailed,  occadoned 
^y  the  adive  and  perfecuting  fpirit  of  the  United  Irifhmen,  were 
^1  thecourfe  of  the  winter  of  1796,  and  fpring  of  i797»  put  un» 
^r  the  providons  of  the  ad  above  mentioned ;  and  your  Com- 
^ttee  have  to  obferve,  that  although  where  the  Uw  was  put  In 
force  with  adivity  by  the  magiftrates,  very  beneficial  confc'* 
S^nces  were  found  to  refult  from  it,  yet  the  treafon  was  then 
^>  deeply  rooted  to  yield  to  this  remedy. 

The  l^arliament  being  aifcmbled  in  Odober  1796^  the  dan- 
i  gjerous 
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gcrons  progrcfs  of  the  treafon,  and  the  afllve  preparations  of 
the  enemy  for  the  invafion  of  this  kingdom,  were  announced 
in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne*  Bills  were  immediately  brought 
in  and  pafl'cd  without  delay  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus 
adi,  as  alfo  for  the  eftablifhment  of  the  yeomanry; — mea- 
fures  to  which  your  Committee  feel  thcmfclves  juftified  in  at- 
tributing the  falvation  of  the  country,  and  which  being  taken 
immediately  fubfequent  to  the  formal  alliance  concluded  between 
the  Kxtcutive  of  the  Union  and  the  French  Dircftory,  |t  once 
prove  the  vigilance  of  Government,  as  alfo  their  well-founded 
confidence  in  thus  entniding  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  and  its 
conftitution  to  the  loyalty  of  its  inhabitants. 

Your  Committee  have  to  obfervc  with  great  fatisfadion,  that 
the  eftimate  for  the  yeomanry  as  firft  laid  before  Parliament  was 
for -a  number  not  exceeding  twenty  thou fand  men — that  in  the 
courfc  of  fix  months  about  thirty-fcvcn  thoufand  were  arrayed; 
and  that  the  zeal  of  the  country  had  fo  rifen  with  its  difficulties, 
that  during  the  late  rebellion  the  yeomanry  force  exceeded  fifty 
thoufand  men,  and  might  have  been  increafed  to  a  much  greater 
extent*  It  is  unmeceflary  to  recall  to  the  recolleftion  and  gratitude 
of  Parliament  and  of  the  country,  the  fcrvices  they  have  per- 
formed during  the  unhappy  ftruggle  in  which  we  have  been  en- 
gaged ;  iharing  iill  the  hardHiips  and  dangers,  and  perfbrmiog 
all  the  duties  in  common  with  the  King*s  regular  and  militia 
forces. 

The  next  meafure  to  which  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  point 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  is,  the  proclamation  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  Council,  bearing  date  the  6th  of  November  17961 
iflucd  in  confcquencc  of  the  difafFeded  having  adopted  a  praflicc 
of  marching  in  military  array,  and  aifcmbling  in  large  bodies,  in 
fome  inflances  to  the  number  of  fevcral  thoufands,  under  the 
pretence  of  faving  corn  and  digging  potatoes;  but  in  faft  to 
terrify  the  peaceable  and  well -difpo fed,  and  to  compel  them  to 
enter  into  their  treafonable  aflTociations. 

The  fame  fyflem  has  fince  frequently  been  had  rccourfetoby 
the  United  Iriihmen  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  under  various 
pretences,  fuch  as  funerals,  foot-ball  meetings,  &c.  with  a  vie<^ 
of  difplaying  their  ftrcngth,  giving  the  people  the  habit  of  affem- 
bling  from  great  diltanctsupon  an  order  being  ifliied,  and  making 
them  more  accuftomed  to  ihow  themfelvcs  openly  in  fupportoi 
the  caufc. 

The  next  meafure  to  which  the  Government  was  driven  by  the 
traitorous  exceflTcs  of  the  United  Iriihmen,  and  to  which  yo*^^ 
Committee  beg  leave  to  advert,  is  the  proclamation  of  Lieute- 
nant-general Lake,  then  commanding  in  Ulller,  iflued  on  the 
i^tli  of  March,  in  conlcqnence  of  a  letter  addrelfed  to  him  by  tbc 
Lord  Licuitnant'b  fccrctarv,  Mr.  Pelham.  '  . 
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The  diforders  which  called  for  this  interpontion  of  military 
lority  are  fudiciently  fct  forth  in  the  body  of  the  letter ;  and 
r  Committee  have  only  to  obfervc,  that  in  carrying  Lieiitc- 
t-general  Lake's  proclamation  into  efFe£l,  no  aiSls  of  fcvcrity 
atever  were  ufcd  by  the  military  towards  pcrfons  concealing 
refufing  to  give  up  their  arms  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  the 
rch  for  the  arms  of  the  difafFe£led  was  conducted  with  all 
Eble  mildnefs  ;  and  that  where  perfons  voluntarily  brought  in 
irarmsy  certificates  were  granted  by  the  magiftrates,  and  af- 
iDces  given  to  the  people  that  their  arms  would  be  returned  as 
a  as  the  country  was  reftored  to  tranquillity.  It  mud  however 
obfervedy  that  in  June  following,  when  a  general  infurreAion 
(decided  on  by  the  party,  and  upon  the  point  of  breaking  out 
the  province  of  Ulller,  more  vigorous  means  of  compelling 
furrender  of  arms  were  had  recourfe  to>  under  the  authority 
the  proclamation  of  the  1 7th  of  May  : — a  mcafure  abfolutely 
ifpenfable  to  the  public  fecurity,  and,  under  the  circumflances 
the  cafe^  Aridlly  defenfive. 

!)f  the  quantity  of  arms  which  appeared  by  their  own  report 
K  ID  the  hands  of  the  difafFedlcd,  comparatively  few  were  ob« 
led  by  the  fearch  then  made  in  Uliler  by  General  Lake's  or- 
1 1  and  it  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  previoufly  to,  and  during 
circuit  which  took  place  in  the  month  of  April  17979  a£ls 
vblence  of  every  dcfcription  became  more  frequent,  and  were 
Jie  fame  time  fu  fyflcmatically  direftcd,  with  a  view  to  ftop 
icourfeof  criminal  juftice  a^ainfl:  the  United  Iriflimen,  that 
Crown  profecutions  in  the  diltiirbcd  counties  proved  from  their 
ure  an  encouragement  rather  than  a  reftraint  upon  the  reafon- 
e  projects  of  the  party. 

The  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  was  followed  by  the  pro- 
nation of  the  17th  of  May  1797*  which  after  reciting  many 
sof  outrage  and  rebellion  that  had  been  committed,  and  offer- 
pardon  with  certain  exceptions  to  all  perfons  guilty  of  the 
I  offences  who  (hould  furrender  within  the  period  of  a  monthp 
igive  fecurity  for  their  future  good  behaviour,  declared  that 
civil  power  had  proved  inefFe£luaI,  and  that  it  became  necef- 
r  to  employ  the  military  force  for  the  immediate  fupprellion  of 
h  rebellious  attempts. 

it  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  notwithflanding  this  mea- 
•  01. mercy  and  warning  to  the  difafFedledy  in  the  latter  end  of 
lame  month,  as  will  be  more  fully  explained  hereafter,  a 
leral  infurredion  in  Ulder  was  decided  on,  and  the  plan  of  at- 
k  for  each  county  arranged. 

The  intention  tranfpircd,  and  was  defeated  by  the  a£tive  ex- 
^ns  of  the  army  ;  notwithilanding  which,  a  partial  rifing  did 
K  place  near  the  mountains  in  the  county  of  Down,  where 
infurgents,  finding  thcmfelves  unfupported,  foon  difperfed. 
fOL.  Vn.  3  B  Tte 
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The  tffc6k  of  the  meafures  then  adopted  was  immediately  felt ; 
the  arms  of  the  difaffeded  by  necelFary.  a£ls  of  coercion  were  col« 
leAed  throughout  the  province  in  great  numbers :  the  loyal  were 
encouraged  to  declare  themfelves— rfuch  as  had  been  mifled,  came 
in  ill  crowds  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation  of  pardoOy 
which  was  extended  for  another  month ;  outrage  ceafed^  and  pub- 
lic confidence  was  fo  far  reftored  throughout  Ulfterln  the  courfc 
of  the  months  of  July  and  Auguft,.  that  the  laws  were  admini- 
Aered  with  effed  in  the  different  counties  during  the  autumn  cir- 
cuit, and  the  manufa£luring  indudry  of  the  country  was  reftored  to 
its  ufual  vigour  during  the  remainder  of  that  year.  Your  Committee 
think  it  peculiarly  incumbent  on  them  to  ftate,  that  during  and 
fubfequent  to  the  aflizes  of  the  faid  circuit,  the  civil  authori^ 
was  found  throughout  Ulfter  fully  adequate  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  public  peace,  and  that  all  military  interference  was  generally 
difcontinued  from  th|tt  period. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  inferior  focieties  of 
Vnited  Irilhmen,  in  general,  difcontinued  their  meetings ;  thai 
^  the  people  applied  themfelves  to  their  ordinary  occupations;  and 
though  fome  of  the  higher  committees  were  kept  alive  by  tlie 
adive  leaders  in  the  treafon,  yet  it  will  appear  from  an  infpefiioo 
of  the  authentic  reports  of  their  proceedings,  that  for  fevenl 
months  only  a  proportion  of  the  counties  ot  Ulfter  were  repre* 
fented  in  the* provincial  committee ;  that  the  others  refufed  lo 
fend  delegates ;  that  little  money  was  colleded  ;  that  they  cookl 
not  fucceed  in  reviving  the  inferior  focieties ;  and  that  althougji 
they  encouraged  each  other  in  the  hopes  of  bringing  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people  again  into  adion  in  cafe  the  enemy  fliooU 
land,  they  were  not  able  to  make  any  impreftion  of  confequencCf 
till  the  infurre£lion  in  Leinfter  was  on  the  point  of  breaking 
forth  ;  and  your  Committee  feel  themfelves  warranted  in  ftating» 
that  the  beneficial  confequences  ariftng  from  the  meafures  adeptd 
in  the  year  1797J  in  the  north,  were  ftrongly  exemplified  intkc 
feeblenefs  of  the  late  infurredion  in  that  quarter,  and  in  tli9 
fpirit  difplayed  on  that  occafion  by  the  yeomanry  and  loyal  inbs^ 
bitants  of  the  province  of  Ulfteri 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  leaders  of  the  treafoDt 
apprebenfive  left  the  enemy  might  be  difcouraged  from  any  fo^ 
tber  plan  of  invafion,  by  the  loyal  difpofition  manifefted  tbroug!>' 
out  Munfter  and  Cohqpight  on  their  former  attempt,  determio^Bo 
to  dire£l  all  their  exertions  to  the  propagation  of  the  fyftem  t^ 
thofe  provinces  which  had  hitherto  been  but  partially  infcd«^ 
With  this  view  emiflaries  were  fent  into  the  fouth  and  weft  t^ 
great  numbers,  of  whofe  fuccefs  in  forming  new  focieties,  a^d 
adminiftering  the  oaths  of  the  Union,  there  were,  in  the  coun* 
of  a  feyv  mont|)S|  but  too  evident  proofs  in  the  introdudioo  ^ 
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the  fame  difturbanccs  and  enormities  into  Munfter  ivith  iivhich 
the  northern  province  had  been  fo  feverely  vifited. 

In  May  1797,  although  numbers  had  been  fwom  both  in 
Muniler  and  Leinder^  the  (Irength  of  the  organization^  exclu- 
lively  of  Ulfter,  lay  chiefly  in  the  metropolis  and  in  a  few  neigh-^ 
bouring  counties,  namely,  Dublin,  Kildare,  Meath,  Weftmeath^ 
and  the  King's  County. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  the  counties  in  which  defenderifm  had 
prevailed  eafily  became  converts  to  the  new  dodrines ;  and  in  the 
fummer  of  17979  the  ufual  concomitants  of  the  treafon,  namely^ 
the  plundering  houfes  of  arms,  the  fabrication  of  pikes,  and  the 
murder  of  thofe  who  did  not  join  their  party,  began  to  appear  in 
tbe  midland  counties. 

^  In  order  to  engage  the  peafantry  in  the  fouthern  counties^  par* 
ticularly  in  the  counties  of  Waterford  and  Cork,  the  more  eagerly 
b  their  caufe,  'the  United  Irifhmen  found  it  expedient,  in  urging 
their  general  principles,  to  dwell  with  peculiar  energy  oh  the  fup« 
poled  opprefl[ivene(s  of  tithes  (which  had  been  the  pretext  for  the 
oU  White*boy  infurredions).  And  it  is  obfervable,  that  in  addi« 
tioD  to  the  ads  of  violence  ufualiy  reforted  to  by  the  party,  fo^ 
the  furtherance  of  their  purpofes,  the  ancient  pra^ice  of  burning 
tbe  com  and  houghing  the  cattle  of  thofe  againft  whom  their 
nfaitnaent  was  direded  was  revived,  and  very  generally  prafiifed 
IB  thofe  counties. 

With  a  view  to  excite  the  refentment  of  the  Catholics,  and  to 
tvni  their  refentment  to  the  purpofes  of  the  party,  fabricated  and 
&Ue  teds  were  reprefented  as  having  been  taken  to  exterminate 
Cttholics,  and  were  induflrioufly  difTeminated  by  the  emiflaries 
rf  the  treafon  throughout  the  provinces  of  Leinfter,  Munfter, 
^Connaught. — Reports  were  frequently  circulated  amongft  the 
Voorant  of  the  Catholic  perfuafion,  that  large  bodies  of  men  were 
coming  to  put  them  to  death.  This  fabrication,  however  extra- 
*^an^  and  abfurd,  was  one  among  the  many  wicked  means  by 
^^h  the  deluded  peafantry  were  engaged  the  more  rapidly  in  the 
twafon. 

In  addition  to  the  above  arts  pradifed  to  excite  the  people, 
>tHl  to  turn  local  prejudices  to  the  furtherance  of  their  purpofe, 
the  party  did  not  fail  to  avail  themfelves,  to  the  fulled  extent,  of 
Ae  moft  wicked  and  licentious  abufe  of  the  prefs.  In  the  fum« 
^of  I797>  an  infamous  paper  called  the  Union  Star  was  pri- 
'^y  printed  and  circulated,  inculcating  the  principles  of  infur- 
ipQion  and  aflTaflination  in  dire£l  terms,  and  containing  a  defcrip- 
^  of  thofe  perfons  by  name  (particularly  magidrates  and  fuch 
*"had  ferved  on  juries),  who  were  to  be  held  out  to  the  party  as 
^fls  of  aflaffination,  on  account  of  their  adive  loyalty,  or  a 
^fcientious  difcharge  of  their  duty. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  fame  year,  a  ncwfpaper  called  the 
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Prcfs  was  cflablifhed,  lately  piibliflied  in  the  name  of  Mr.  A. 
O'Connor,  as  proprietor  thereof,  who  has  admitted  before  vour 
Committee,  that  he  was  for  more  than  a  year  a  member  ot  the 
Executive  Dircflory  of  the  Irifh  Union,  and  who,  as  it  appears  to 
your  Committee  from  various  channels  of  information,  was  a 
mod  adive  and  confidential  leader  of  their  treafon  in  its  principal 
departments  both  at  home  and  abroad,  which  conveyed  periodical 
exhortations  to  all  manner  of  outrage  and  infubordination.    Every 
fpecies  of  mifreprefcntation  and  fophiftry  was  made  ufc  of  to 
vilify  the  government,  to  extend  the  Union,  to  (hake  the  con- 
nexion with  Great  Britain,  to  induce  the  people  to  look  to  Frencli 
afliftance,  to  exaggerate  the  force  and  numbers  of  the  difaifeded: 
and  fydcmatically  to  degrade  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  all  iu 
departments*     This  paper,   condufted   on  principles  ftill  mon 
licentious  than  the   Northern   Star   (which  had   contributed  ft 
largely  to  the  ^tcnfion  of  treafon  in  the  north},  was  diftributec 
throughout  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and,  from  the  adivity  ofiti 
partifans,  had  immediately  a  more  extenfive  circulation  than  an] 
paper  long  eftabliflied. 

The  mcafurcs  thus  adopted  by  the  party  completely  fucceede* 

in  detaching  the  minds  of  the  lower  clalfes  from  their  ufual  habit: 

and  purfuits,  infomuch  that,   in  the  courfe  of  the  autumn  siM 

winter  of  17979  the  peafantry  in  the  midland  and  fouthem  cotio 

tics  were  fworn,  and  ripe  for  infurredlion.     Pikes  were  fabn* 

cated  in  fuch  numbers,  that  in  the  (ingle  county  of  Kildare»  11 

confequence  of  the   meafures  adopted  by  Government,  twdir* 

thoufatid  have  been  furrendercd  ;  and  your  Committee  have  env 

rcafon  to  believe,  that  a  ttill  greater  portion  was  retained:  an* 

that  the  preparation  of  arms  in  other  counties  by  the  difaflfcflc 

was  nearly  as  extenfive  as  the  organization  itfelf,  will  appear  a 

well  from  the  numbers  feizeci  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdotn 

aftnounting  in  the  whole  to  above  one  hundred  and  twcnty-nin 

thoufand  of  different  dcfcriptions,  as  from  the  fad,  that  whercvc 

the  infurrcdlion  broke  out,  the  mafs  of  the  people  were  univerfall 

armed  either  with  mulkets  or  pikes. 

While  they  were  thus  maiuring  their  dcfign,  and  fccretly  ^ 
quiring  the  ftrength  and  confidency  of  a  revolutionary  army,  tb 
omitted  no  artifice  by  which  they  could  hope  cither  to  weaker* 
embarrafs  the  government  of  the  country.  So  early  as  the  y^ 
1792,  the  feduflion  of  the  foldiery  made  a  part  of  their  fytic 
They  imagined  that  the  feafon  was  now  arrived  for  its  acco 
plifhment,  and  no  means  wliich  wicked  fubtlety  could  fugg 
were  left  unemployed.  Printed  pnpcrs  were  induflrioufly  ciri 
lated  amongft  the  privates  and  non-com miflioncd  officers,  urgi 
them  to  infubordination  and  revolt,  and  holding  out  the  id 
tempting  offers  of  preferment  to  fuch  as  (hould  defert  their  C 
lours*    The  atrocious  crimes  to  which  they  were  incited  will  b- 

appc 
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appear  by  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  general  courts  tnar- 
tial  hereunto  annexed,  before  whom  the  culprits  were  tried,  prior 
to  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  and  to  the  trial  of  Henry 
and  John  Shearcs  before  a  fpccial  commiflion  lately  held. 

Their  attempts  to  fruftrate  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  have 
already  been  metitioncd.  It  will  be  proper  to  ft  ate  fome  farther 
paniculars*  From  feveral  authentic  reports  of  their  own  pro* 
ceedings,  it  appears  that  confiderable  fums  of  money  were  fub- 
(cribed  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  fuch  of  their  aifociates  as 
Ihould  be  brought  to  trial :  that  they  had  itinerant  committees 
who  went  circuit  as  regularly  as  judges:  that  a  bar  of  lawyers 
were  retained  to  undertake  the  caufc  of  all  pcrfuns  in  the  grofs 
committed  for  (late  oiFcnces.  Entries  of  money  appear  in  their 
1^  proceedings  as  paid. to  procure,  as  well  as  to  buy  off  witnciTes  : 
^  in  many  cafes  to  gaolers  for  being  guilty  of  breaches  of  truft, 
and  even  to  under-lherifFs  for  returning  partial  panncis:  hand- 
bills to  intimidate  jurors  were  circulated,  and  evi  ry  fpccies  of 
indecent  management  praSifed  in  the  courts,  to  cxcli^de  from  the 
juij-box  perfons  unconnected  with  their  party. 

In  the  hope  of  diminifhing  the  refources  of  the  ftate,  inftruc- 
fioniwere  given  to  the  people  to  abftain  from  the  confumption  of 
ncifeable  articles,  *  which  are  productive  to  the  revenue,  and 
wery  endeavour  made  to  depreciate  the  value  of  Government  fecu- 
riiicsinthe  eftimation  of  the  public,  to  ftop  the  raifmg  of  the 
fupplies  of  the  year  by  the  fale  of  the  quit-rentSj  and  to  prevent 
the  circulation  of  the  bank  paper. 

Before  your  Committee  proceed  to  ftate  the  traitorous  cor- 
Kfpoudencc  carried  on  by  the  leading  members  of  the  confpiracy 
with  the  enemy,  they  think  it  nccelfary  to  advert  to  a  new  orga- 
•Mzation  of  the  fociety  which  took  place  in  Auguft  1797,  the 
^fons  for  which  change  will  beft  appear  by,  an  infpeCtion  of  the 
printed  paper  at  that  time  circulated  as  an  inflrudlion  to  the  body^ 
*nd  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  examination  upoa 
•*lh  before  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Doc- 
tor M*Sevin,  who  (latcs  himfelf  to  have  been  a  member  of  their 
J^xccutive  Directory  for  the  detailed  application  of  this  new  fyf- 
^^ni  for  military  purpofes. 

The  evidence  of  the  fame  perfoU)  together  with  that  of  two 
^her  members  of  the  Executive,  namely,  Mr.  Emmet  and  Mr. 
Arthur  0*Connor,  delivered  upon  oath  before  the  faid  Secret 
Committee  of  the  Lords,  and  who  as  well  as  the  faid  Dr.  M^Ne- 
Vinhave  been  examined  fmcc  before  your.  Committee,  has  com- 
pletely developed  the  connexion  of  the  party  with  the  French 
^rcdory.  From  their  tcftimony  it  appears  that  fo  early  as  the 
y^r  1796,  the  party  dcfpairing  of  carrying  their  plans  into  exe- 
^J^tion  through  the  medium  of  a  demf>cratic  reform,  avowedly 
^reilcd  their  efforts  to  revolution,  and  having  received  an  inii* 
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mation  from  one  of  their  focicty,  and  whom  your  Committct 
have  very  good  reafon  to  know  to  be  Mr.  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone 
already  mentiuned  .a  fugitive  from  this  country  on  account  of  his 
treafonable  condud),  then  at  Paris,  that  the  Ilate  of  the  country 
had  been  rcpre Tented  to  the  government  of  France  in  fuch  a  light 
as  to  imiiice  them  to  rcfolv'e  on  fending  a  force  to  Ireland  for  the 
purpofe  of  enabling  it  to  ftparate  itfolf  from  Great  Britaiui  an 
extraordinary  meeting  of  the  Executive  of  the  Union  was  con- 
vened to  talfc  the  propofal  into  confideration. 

This  meeting  was  held  in  the  fummcr  of  1796,  and  the  refult 
of  their  deliberations  was,  to  accept  of  the  afTiftance  thus  held  out 
to  them  by  the  French  Diredlory. 

In  conicqiicncc  of  this  determination  an  agent  wasdifpatchedto 
the  Dircftory  to  acquaint  them  with  it.  He  was  inftruded  to  ftatc 
the  difpoiitions  of  the  people,  and  the  arrangements  of  the  Union 
for  their  reception,  and  received  frefli  afliirances  from  the  French 
government  that  the  armament  fliould  be  fent  as  fpeedily  as  it 
could  be  prepared.  The  agent  above  alluded  to  appears  to  your 
Committee  from  various  channels  of  information  to  have  been  the 
late  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  who,  accompanied  by  the  faid 
Mr.  A.  O^Connor,  proceeded  by  Hamburgh  to  Switzerland,  and 
had  an  interview  near  the  French  frontiers  with  General  Hoche, 
-who  afterwards  had  the  command  of  the  expedition  againft  Ire^ 
landy  on  which  occafion  every  thing  was  fettled  between  the  par* 
ties  with  a  view  to  the  defcent.  The  reafon  the  perfons  employed 
on  this  miflion  did  not  pafs  into  France  was,  left  the  IriOi  govern- 
Vicnt  (hould  gain  intelligence  of  the  faS,  and  caufe  thetn  to  be 
apprehended  on  their  return. 

About  Odober  1796,  an  accredited  meflengcr  from  the  French 
republic  arrived,  who  faid  he  came  to  be  informed  of  the  ftate  of 
the  country,  and  to  communicate  to  the  leaders  of  the  United 
Irishmen  the  intention  of  the  French  to  invade  Ireland  fpeedily 
lirith  fifteen  thoufand  men,  and  a  great  quantity  of  arms  and 
ammunition  ;  which  attempt  fo  announced  was  accordingly  made 
in  the  month  of  ])eceL;iber  following,  when  the  French  fleet 
with  a  large  body  of  troops  on  board  arrived  in  Bantry  Bay. 

Your  Committee  do  not  think  it  neceflary  to  advert  to  the  early 
and  frequent  communications  of  a  treafonable  nature  that  took 

flace  between  the  difafTeciled  who  had  fled  fronx  this  country  to 
'ranee,  and  the  leaders  of  the  party  here :  it  is  fufiicient  to  fet 
forth  the  leading  attcinpts  of  the  Union  to  prevail  on  the  French 
Diredory  to  fend  a  force  to  their  aflTiftancc.  It  is  neceflary  how- 
ever to  obferve,  that  although,  previous  to  the  fummer  of  1796^ 
no  formal  and  autiiorized  communication  appears  to  have  taken 
place  between  the  Irilh  Executive  and  the  French  government, 
yet  the  trial  of  Dr.  Jackfon  conviftcd  of  high  treafon  in  the  year 
795,  proves  that  even  then  the  enemy  had  agents  in  this  king- 

dom. 
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locD)  who  were  addrefled  to  the  mod  aSive  members  of  the  Irtih ' 
Union  for  information  and  afliftance ;  and  the  treafonable  flate- 
nent  refpeding  the  interior  fituation  of  Ireland  then  drawn  up 
K)  be  tianfmitted  to  France^  appeared  on  the  trial  to  have  been  the 
joint  produflion  of  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  heretofore  mentioned 
as  the  framer  of  the  original  conflitution  of  United  Irifbmen, 
affiftcd  by  A.  Hamilton  Kowan,  Efq.  who  frequently  appeared 
in  their  publications  as  the  chairman  of  the  fociety  ;  to  which 
Rtafony  Lewins,  whom  your  Committee  from  various  channels 
of  information  are  enabled  to  (late  to  be  now  their  refident  agent 
it  Pferis,  appears  to  have  been  privy. 

From  the  period  of  the  failure  of  this  expedition,  the  difaf* 
feded  either  actually  did  exped,  or,  with  a  view  of  Iceeping  up 
the  fpirits  of  their  party^  pretended  to  exped^  the  immediate 
return  of  the  enemy  ;  and  afliirances  to  this  eft'eft  were  induf- 
trioufly  circulated  in  all  their  focieties.  However,  in  the  fprin^ 
of  1797,  the  Executive  of  the  Union  thinking  the  French  dila- 
^ID  their  preparations,  did  then  difpatch  Mr.  Lewi ns  above 
BKmioned  as  a  confidential  perfon  to  prefs  for  afliftance.  This 
i^t  left  London  in  March,  and  proceeded  to  Hamburgh,  but 
Wnot  reach  Paris  until  the  end  of  May,  or  beginning  of  June, 
from  which  time  he  has  continued  to  he  the  accredited  minifter 
fionthe  Iri(fa  Union  to  the  French  Dire6lory. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  in  the  fummcr  of  1797,  the 
Eiecutive  of  the  Union,  apprehenfive  left  a  premature  infurrec- 
^  of  the  north  before  the  promifed  fuccours  from  France  could 
ttme,  might  difappoint  their  profpc£ls,  thought  it  neceifary  to 
^afecond  agent  to  Paris,  to  urge  with  increafed  earneftnefs 
tlut  the  promifed  afliftance  fbould  be  immediately  fcnt :  accord- 
iaglja  moft  confidential  member  of  their  body,  whom  yourCom- 
inittce  have  grounds  to  ftate  to  have  been  DoSor  M'Nevin,  who 
M  hitherto  aAed  as  fecretaiw  to  the  Executive,  was  difpatched 
^  this  miflion  ;  he  left  Dubhn  in  the  end  of  June,  and  prefentcd 
Itimfelf  with  the  neceflary  letters  of  credence  to  the  French  minif- 
*f  at  Hamburgh. — Meeting  with  fome  difficulty  in  obtaining  a 
?affport  to  proceed  to  Paris,  he  delivered  to  the  minifter  of  the 
^^blic  a  memoir  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Direftory,  the  fub« 
lincc  of  which  appears  in  Doflor  M*Nevin's  examination,  as 
^n  on  oath  before  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Lords.  It  is 
inneceflTary  to  mSke  any  obfervation  upon  this  moft  curious  ftate- 
**cnt — it  is  in  itfelf  a  complete  pi£lure  of  the  defperate  purpofes' 
^  the  party ;  and  the  Houfe  will  obferve  that  the  ftatcment  of 
^ir  own  refources  is  ftudioufly  exaggerated  in  proportion  to  the 
^*icty  felt  by  them,  that  the  fuccours  might  be  fent  before  the 
vigorous  meafures  adopted  by  Government  in  the  north  (hould  dif- 

P'^Kcrt  their  projeds. 
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This  agent  was  authorized  to  give  France  afTiirances  of  being 
icpaid  the  full  cxpcnfcs  of  any  future  armament  flic  might  fend 
10  Ireland,  as  well  as  of  the  laft  which  had  mifcarried,  the  fame 
to  be  raifcd  by  the  confifcation  of  the  lands  of  the  church,  of 
ihc  property  cf  all  thofc  who  (houjd  oppofe  the  mcafurcs  of  ihc 
party.  He  was  alfo  particularly  charged  to  negotiate,  If  fK)(5- 
blc,  a  loan  en  the  r,l-  ")ve  fccurity,  to  the  amount  of  half  a  mil- 
lion, or  at  lead  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  the  immediate 
purpofes  of  the  Union  ;  and  diredlions  were  givt'n,  that  in  cafe 
i'rance  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  advance  fo  large  a  fum,  be 
fhould  addrcfs  |iimfelf  to  the  court  of  Spain  for  that  purpofe. 

It  appears  to  your  C.')mniittcc,  that  the  Executive  Union 
though  defirons  of  obtaining  afliflance  in  men,  arais,  and  rao- 
ncy,  yet  were  avtrfc  to  a  f-rcatcr  force  being  font  than  might  ena- 
ble them  to  fubvcrt  the  govi.rnment,  and  retain  i!;c  power  of  tb< 
country  in  ihtir  own  hands^  but  that  the  French  I'.-^^'.c.l  a  de- 
cided dirmcliiiation  at  all  times  to  fend  any  fv^jce  to  Ireland,  ex- 
cept fuch  as  from  its  magnitude  might  not  only  give  ihcm  th< 
hopes  of  conquering  the  kingdom,  but  of  retaining  it  afterwards 
as  a  French  conqueft^  and  of  fubjc£iing  it  to  all  the  plunder  anc 
opprefTions  which  otlier  countries,  fubdued  or  deceived  by  that  na- 
tion, have  experienced.  A  remarkable  illuftration  of  which  fcn- 
timent  in  the  Diredlory  of  France  occurs,  in  the  fubftance  of  a 
letter  faid  to  be  received  from  Lewins.  the  Iri(h  a^ent  at  Parisi 
and  (hown  by  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  to  John  Cormict,  a  co- 
lonel in  the  rebel  army,  who  fled  from  jullice  on  the  breaking 
out  of  the  rebellion,  and  whofc  voluntary  confellion,  upon  his 
apprehenfion  in  Gucrnfey,  before  Sir  Hugh  Dalrymplc,  is 
given  in  the  Appendix,  This  letter,  although  vvii:tcn  appa- 
rently on  mor.c)'  bufinefs,  which  is  the  cloak  generally  made  ufc 
of  by  the  party  to  hide  their  real  \iews,  is  pcrfcQly  intel!igiblci 
when  connected  wiih,  and  explained  by  the  memoir  prcfentcil  by 
Dt.  M'Ncviri,  the  Irilh  agent  to  the  French  Diredlory.  Th* 
letter  Hates,  that  the  truftecs  (that  if,  the  Directory)  would  noi 
advance  the  five  thoufand  pounds  (that  hj  the  fnullcT  number  0' 
trotips  alkcd  for  in  M'Ntvin's  memoir);  faying,  tliey  wo*>^ 
make  no  payment  Ihort  of  the  entire  fum  (that  is,  the  larg* 
force),  which  they  always  declared  their  intention  of  fendio 
and  that  this  payment  could  not  be  made  in  lefs  than  four  mon^ 
from  that  time. 

The  demands  of  the  party  by  their  firft  agent  went  to  a  fo* 
not  exceeding  ten  thoufand   men,  with  forty  thoufand  ftand 
arms,  and  a  proportionate  fupply  of  artillery,  ammunition,  C5 
gineers,  experienced  officers,  &c. 

A  ftill  larger  fupply  of  arms  was  folicited  by  the  fecond  m^ 
itnger,  on  account,  as  he  ilatcd  it,  of  the  growing  number 


{  in  ) 

dherents,  and  of  the  difarmingof  the  north>  in  which  pro* 
ibovc  ten  thoufand  (land  of  arms^  and  as  OGiany  pikes,  had 
iirrendered  to  the  King's  troops. 

ippears  that  an  attempt  was  made,  about  the  fame  time,  to 
c  the  ai&ftance  of  fuch  Iriih  officers,  then  in  foreign  fer- 
IS  might  bev  prevailed  upon,  by  receiving  high  rank,  to  en- 
A  the  fervice  of  the  Union,  and  that  a  negotiation  was  adu* 
t  on  foot  for  this  purpofe ;  but  it  has  been  dated,  that,  from 
sr-caution  of  the  agent  who  was  employed  in  conducing 
infa£bion,  nothing  in  confequence  of  it  was  effeded. 
icond  memoir  was  prefented  by  this  confidential  agent,  upon 
ival  at  Paris,  in  which  he  urged  fuch  arguments  as  he  con* 
mod  likely  to  induce  the  Diredory  not  to  poftpone  the  in- 
He  endeavoured  to  demonflrate,  that  fo  favourable  a 
tion  as  then  exiftcd  in  the  Iriih  mind  was  in  no  future  con- 
ey to  be  expeded  ;  and  he  artfully  reprefented,  that  the  de- 
held  out  by  reform  might  ceafe  from  delay,  and  thus  render 
lifficult  to  France  and  the  true  republicans  of  this  country, 
fideavours  to  feparate  the  two  kingdoms,  and  to  e(labli(h  a 
icin  Ireland. 

rious  to  this  miffion  from  Ireland,  a  confidential  perfon  was 
XT  by  the  French  DireSory,  to  colled  information  refoeft- 
ftateof  Ireland.  Failing  to  obtain  the  neceflary  paflports 
ik>n  to  pkfs  into  Ireland,  he  wrote  over  to  requeft  that  one 
party  might  meet  him  in  London.  A  perfon  was  accord- 
lent  over,  whom  your  Committee  know,  from  various 
Is  of  information,  to  have  been  the  late  Lord  Edward 
raid,  and  who,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  did  not  fail  to  fumiih 
rnch  agent  with  every  necelfary  intelligence.  • 

DireiSory  gave  the  Irifh  agents  fent  to  Paris  the  ftrongeft 
ces  of  fupporty  and  did  accordingly,  during  the  fummer, 
>reparations  of  a  very  cxtenfive  nature,  both  at  the  Texel 
Bred,  for  the  invafion  of  Ireland ;  and  in  the  autumn 
ence  was  received  by  the  Executive  of  the  Union,  that  the 
were  a£lually  embarked  in  the  Texel,  and  only  waited  fbr 
• 

)nfequence  of  this  communication,  great  exertions  were 
y  the  party,  and  in  the  beginning  of  Odober,  when  thp 
fleet  was  upon  the  point  of  failing,  the  approach  of  the 
(as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  provincial  reports  from 
)f  that  date)  was  announced  to  the  locieties  as  at  hand, 
troops  had  been  actually  on  board,  commanded  by  Gene- 
ndels,  but  were  fuddenly  difembarked.  The  Dutch  fleet, 
y  to  the  opinion  of  their  own  admiral,  as  is  generally  be- 
was,  at  the  inftance  of  the  French  government,  obliged 
:o  fea,  which  led  to  the  ever-memorable  victory  of  the  nth 
ober  1797. 

.  vn.  3  C  \X 
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It  appears  to  your  Coniinittee»  that  early  in  the  prefent  ytm.^ 
Other  advices  were  received  by  the  Irilh  Executive  from  Frances, 
dating,  that  fuccours  might  be  expedled  to  be  Cent  to  Ireland  ixi 
^pril;  but  notwithdanding  the  temptation  held  out  by  the  rebel, 
lion,  which  commenced  on  the  23d  of  May  following,  the 
French  government  have  not  yet  thought  it  prudent  to  fulfil  ih«::ir 
promifc. 

Tl.e  Committee  truft  they  have  laid  fufficicnt  grounds  before 
theHoufc  to  fatisfy  them  of  the  long-entertained  and  fixed  pur- 
pofe  of  the  United  Irilhmen  to  introduce  the  enemy  into  thii 
jLingdom,  and  through  their  afliilancc  to  fcize  upon  the  govern* 
mcnt  and  prdpcrty  of  the  country  \  and  that  in  their  negotiations 
\vith  the  French  Directory  they  have  had  no  other  refcrvc  but 
ivhat  their  ow.^  treafonable  ambition  pointed  out.  "^1  he  particu- 
lars of  the  (latemcnt  retting  for  the  moil  part  upon  the  adtniffion 
of  the  parties  thcmfelvcs,  there  can  be  no  poilibie  room  to  duubt 
the  truth  of  what  has  been  fubmitted. 

Your  Qommittee  think  it  material  to  obfcrve,  that,  notwitbT 
|landing  the  w  ildnefs  of  the  hope  that  they  could  ever  fucceed  in 
overturning  the  government  without  powerful  aid  from  abroadi 
yet,  on  more  than  one  occafion,  the  eagcrncfs  of  the  more  vio- 
lent, parti  fans  fu  far  prevailed  over  their  reafon,  as  to  induce  them 
tp  meditate  an  infurredtion.  To  this  they  were  excited  by  th$ 
apprehenfion  that  the  zeal  of  their  followers  would  fubfide  if  they 
were  not  called  into  adion,  as  well  as  by  a  dread  that  arefortto 
Ilrongcr  meafures  on  the  part  of  Government  might  at  length  de- 
p^ivp  them  of  the  means  of  exertion.  It  had  been  their  invayia- 
ble^olicy  to  ann(>iince  an  effort  as  at  hand,  merely  to  keep  up  the 
fpirits  t>f  the  people,  when  no  attempt  of  the  kind  was  really  itt 
c.cwi^emplation  i  however,  in  the  fpring  of  17979  a  plan  was  fe- 
riouily  difculTcd  amon^  the  leaders  then  aHl'mbled  in  Dublin,  fof 
cooimeocing  a  general  rifing  witliput  waiting  fox  foreign  aflift* 
^i;ice;  but  as  this  fcheme  d^d  uot  meet  with  the  approbation os 
the  Dublin  part  of  the  committee,  it  was  laid  afide^  anditap' 
pears  that  at  this  period  a  coolnefs  took  place  between  the  UU^^I 
and  Leinller  delegates,  in  confequence  of  which  the  progrefsOJ 
the  con rpi racy  fcems  to  have  been  for  a  time  much  impeded. 

The  nort\icrnsi  then  in  Dublin,  difgufted  wiih  the  coward^c^ 
(as  they  termed  it)  of  the  Leinfler  delegates,  proceeded  to  ao 
without  tlieir  approbation,  to  feize  upon  the  Cadle,  oninan^ 
(lores,  magazine,  &c.  and  to  truil  to  the  mob  of  Dubliq  for  ai* 
fiilaacc ;  but  from  fome  additional  military  precautions  at  that 
time  adopted  by  the  garrifon,  this  plan  w^s  abandoned. 

Shortly  after  the  proclamation  of  the  17th  of  May  1797* 
fbove  dated,  notwithllanding  the  ilrong  opinion  entertained  *^1 
the   Leinfter   Executive,    of  the    impolicy  of  fuch   an  atteii^F'* 

the  more  fo,  as  affuianccs  had  been  recently  received  of  the  p^" 
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pantioDS  going  forward  both  at  Bref^  and  in  the  Tcxel,  for  the 
invafion  of  Ireland  ;  yet  an  a6)ive  elFort  was  made  to  produce  a 
gencfral  infiirredion  throughout  Ulder,  the  ordcprs  for  which  Vverc 
given  our  the  latter  end  of  May,  in  conformity  to  a  plan  prcvi- 
oufly  prepared.  A  flight  movement  did  take  place,  as  before 
flared;  however,  the  main  defign  of  the  party  was  frudrated  by 
the  a£live  military  meafures  then  taken  by  Lieutenant-general 
Lake,  and  many  of  their  principal  leaders  were  obliged  to  fly, 
fcYcral  of  whom  palTed  into  France,  having  received  letters  to 
Rcmhart,  French  minifter  at  Hamburgh,  from  perfuns  then  refi- 
dent  ill  this  country,  in  confcquence  of  which  introduction,  the 
neceffary  palfports  were  granted,  to  enable  them  to  proceed  to 
Paris,  where  they  arrived  early  in  Augufl,  and  had  frequent  com- 
munications with  the  French  Diredlory  on  Irifli  affairs. 

Your  Committee  do  not  find  that  the  difaffcctcd  entertained  at 
any  other  periods  than  thofc  alluded  to,  until  the  middle  of  March 
1798,  any  fcrious  intention  of  hazarding  an  effort  independent  of 
foreign  afftllance.  Indeed  the  opinion  of  the  mod  cautious  of 
their  body  was  always  adverfe  to  a  premature  exertion.  Their 
policy  was  to  rilk  nothing  fo  long  as  the  party  was  gaining 
ftr^ngth.  Their  principle  was  to  extend  their  organization,  to 
Kid  to  their  (lock  of  arms,  and  to  wait  for  events :  and  it  ap- 
P«rs,  from  a  variety  of  evidence  laid  before  your  Committee, 
that  the  rebellion  would  not  have  broken  our  fo  foon  as  it  did, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  well-timed  meafures  adopted  by  Govern- 
ment, fubfcquent  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Council,  bearing  date  the  30th  of  March  1798,  as  it  is  notorious 
that  in  many  counties  the  effedl  of  thofc  meafures  was  fuch  in 
dilFalving  the  Union,  and  in  obliging  the  people  to  furrender  their 
3rms,  that  it  became  evident  to  the  generality  of  their  leaders  they 
had  no  other  alternative  but  to  rife  at  once,  or  to  abandon  their 
pwrpofc. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that,  with  the  double  view  of 
heing  prepared  either  to  co-operate  with  the  enemy  in  cafe  of  a 
^'cfcent,  or  of  diredling  an  infurrcflion  upon  fyftcm,  fliould 
^hey  find  it  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  a  meafure  before 
*in(lance  might  arrive  from  France,  a  military  committee  was^ 
^PP'jintcd  by  the  Executive  in  the  month  of  February  laft.  About 
^his  time  detailed  military  inrtruSions  were  iffued  to  the  adjutant* 
Ecncrals  of  the  Union,  by  which  they  were  required  to  inform 
'hemfelves,  and  report  on  the  (late  of  the  rebel  regiments  within 
.  'hcirdiftrifts,  of  the  number  of  mills,  the  roads,  rivers,  bridges, 
*nd  fords,  the  military  pofitions,  the  capacity  of  the  towns  and 
Villages  to  receive  troops,  to  communicate  to  the  Executive  every 
■•movement  of  the  enemy  (meaning  the  King's  troops),  to  an- 
^Uncc  the  firft  appearance  ol  their  allies  (meaning  the  French), 
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and  immediately  to  coUedl  their  force,  with  feveral  other  military 
regulations. 

InftruStons  were  alfo  given  to  the  feveral  rebel  regimenti,  a 
to  the  arms  and  appointments  with  which  they  were  to  be  fur- 
niflied,  fo  as  to  be  ready  to  take  the  field  on  the  (horteft  notice. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  the  26th  of  February,  thanks  are  toted 
to  the  feveral  colonels  for  their  eiFe^iial  exertions  in  embodying 
and  arming  their,  refpe^ive  regiments — the  people  are  reqiiefted ' 
to  bear  the  (hackles  of  tyranny  a  little  longer,  till  the  whole  king- 
dom fliall  be  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  organization  as  will,  by  their  joint 
co-'Operation,  effed,  without  io(s,  that  defirable  objeS  which 
they  ftated  as  hourly  drawing  to  a  crifis. 

Whilft  thefe  exienfive  military  arrangements  were  making  by 
the  Executive,  to  zSt  againft  the  (late  as  foon  as  a  favourable  op^ 
portunity  ihould  prefent  itfelf,  the  fame  fyftem  of  outrage  which 
had  been  fo  fucccfsfully  made  ufe  of  by  the  party  the  year  before 
in  Ulfter,  to  eftablilh  their  own  authority  in  oppofition  to  that  of 
the  lat^s,  and  to  compel  the  people  to  look  to  the  Union  forpVo- 
teAion  tathcr  than  to  the  State,  was  very  generally  prevaledt- 
throughout  the  fouthern  and  midland  counties.  The  enermitill 
committed  on  the  well-aiFedcd  were  marked  with  the  mofttif'' 
gufting  cruelty. 

It  is  unneceflary  for  your  Committee  to  detail  individual  in- 
ftances  of  outrage,  which  are  frefli  in  the  recolledion  of  thd 
Houfe:  it  will  be  fuflficient  to  ftate,  that  in  the  months  of  Febru- 
ary and  March  many  parts  of  the  provinces  of  Leinfler  and  MUtt* 
fter  were  adually  in  the  pofleflion  of  a  murderous  banditti.    H 
they  did  not  appear  in  arms  by  day,  it  only  rendered  their  rebel? 
lion  more  difficult  to  be  met  and  crufhed  by  the  King's  troops  and 
yeomanry;  not  a  night  pafTed  without  numerous  murders;  feve- 
ral diftri£ls  in  the  provinces  of  Leinder  and  Mnnder  had  been 
proclaimed  under  the  powers  given  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Council  by  the  a£t  for  preventing  infurredions:  but  thefemea- 
fares  proved  inciFe£lual ;  very  many  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  of 
the  counties  of   Cork,    Limerick,  Tipperary,    Kilkenny,  Caf- 
low.  King's  county.  Queen's  county,    Kildare,  and  Wicklow, 
were,  in  the  courfe  of  one  month,  ftrippcd  of  their  arms,  and| 
in  many  places,  obliged  to  fly  for  (hclter  into  thegarrifon  towns; 
and,    as  one  inAance  among  many,  of   the  daring   lengths  to 
which  the  confpirators  at  this  time  had  proceeded,  your  Commit- 
tee think   it  neceflary  to  ftate,  that,  in  open  day,  800  infe* 
gents,  principally  mounted,  invefted  the  town  of  Cahir,  in  tb« 
county  of  Tipperary;  held  pofleflion  of  it  until  they  had  maJ<* 
regular  fearch  through  every  houfci  and  carried  off  in  triumph  a" 
the  arms  and  ammunition  they  could  find. 

tinder  thefc  circumftances,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Coun^'] 

iifued 
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Tued  the  proclamation  before  fpokcn  of,  bearing  date  the  30th  <^ 
larch,  ftating,  that  the  traitorous  con fpi racy  long  cxiiiing  with- 
\  this  kingdom  had  broken  out  into  ads  of  open  rebellion ;  and 
iving  notice,  that  the  moil  direct  and  polltive  orders  were  illucti 
)tbc  officers  commanding  his  Majeily\  forcts,  to  employ  them 
ilh  the  utmoft  vigour  and  deciiion  for  the  immediate  fuppreflioa 
Kreof ;  and  alfo  for  the  recovery  of  fuch  arms  as  liad  been  trai- 
noufly  taken  from  the  King's  peaceable  and  loyal  fiibjc&s.  It 
'as  alfo  enjoined,  that  they  Ihould  dlHirm  the  rebels,  and  all  per* 
utt  difaflFciled  to  his  Maje(ty*s  government,  by  the  mofl  fum« 
ttryand  eiFe£lual  meafures. 

This  proclamation  was  tranfmitted  by  liis  Excellency's  com- 
umis,  to  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  then  commander  in  chief, 
rba  was  directed  to  pr(x:ccd  into  the  diilurbed  counties,  being 
ifieikd  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  with  full  powers. 

Your  Coinmittee  annex  to  this  Report  a  notice  to  the  Inhabit- 
Btsof  the  diilurbed  coimties,  as  ilHied  by  the  faid  commander  ia 
liicf;  and  think  it  incumbent  on  them  to  obferve,  that  on  this, 
ad,  iodeed,  on  every  occafion  in  which  the  Government,  or  the 
fficers  aAing  under  its  orders,  have  been  driven  to  the  ncceflity 
f  adopting  extraordinary  meafures  for  the  fafety  of  the  flate,  full 
otice  and  time  have  uniformly  been  given  before  they  were  a£led 
pon,  and  the  people  have  been  exhorted  to  prevent  the  neccffity 
f  rigorous  meafures,  by.  a  celfaiion  frocn  outrage  and  a  furrcnder 
r  their  arms* 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  fleps  then  taken,  as 
Kntioned  in  the  proclamation,  had  an  almoft  immediate  effe^l  in 
felling  the  audacity  of  the  rebels,  and  in  reiloring  tranquil- 
ly;  the  loyal  inhabitants  were  enabled  in  many  places  to  return 
I  fafety  to  their  houfes ;  murders  became  lefs  frequent ;  in  many 
9untics,  particularly  in  Kildare  and  Tippcrary,  the  people,  fen« 
bie  of  the  madnefs  and  wicked nefs  ut  iheir  condudl,  began 
pcnly  to  acknowlerige  their  crimes,  furrender  their  arms,  and 
oint  out  their  leaders  and  feducers;  a  fubmiifion  which  inva- 
^Ij  obtained  for  them  pardon  and  prote^^ion. 

Id  April  and  the  beginning  of  May,  the  dchifion  of  the  pco- 
lewas  fo  faftand  fo  widely  yielding  to  the  meafures  of  Govern- 
KAt,  which,  while  they  treated  with  feverity  the  obftinately 
uiltyi  in  all  cafes  held  forth  mercy  to  the  repentant,  that  the 
aden  of  the  treafon  both  in  Dublin  and  in  the  provinces  began 
^perceive  that  their  caufe  was  lofmg  ground,  and  that  they  had 
0  alternative  left  but  to  har.ard  an  in  furred  ion  or  to  relinquifh 
^ir  hopes.  The  arreft  of  the  Leinfler  provincial  committee  on 
ic  lath  of  March,  and  of  feveral  other  leading;  members  of  the 
^nion  on  the  fame  day,  tended  fo  much  to  dlfclofo  the  guilt  of 
K -party  and  to  weaken  their  organization,  that  tlic  confpirators 
<dt.th(mfelvcs  ilill  more  compelled  to  a  dcfperatc  eirort:  apian 

was 


I 


(    38»    ) 

ivas  acconlingly  digcdcd  by  the  military  committee  for  a  geneni 
rirmgf  the  outline  of  which  was  lo  furprife  Dublin,  the  camp  at 
LoiighlinHowriy  and  the  artillery  ftation  at  Chapelizod  on  the 
fame  night,  in  which  attack  the  counties  of  Dublin,  Wicklow, 
and  Kildare,  were  to  co-operate:  the  infurre^lion  being  com- 
menced in  the  neighboijrhf>od  of  the  metro)K)Iis  (the  fignal  for 
annotMicing  whicii  was  to  be  the  detention  of  the  mail-coaches)) 
it  was  expelled  that  the  north  and  foiith  would  alfo  rife. 

The  l^oufe  will  find  the  plan  of  infurrc^lion  detailed  and  fully 
proved  in  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  trial  of  Henry  and  John 
Sheares,  lately  convidled  of  high  treafon;  the  bloody  intentioos 
of  the  party  may  bell  be  colleflcd  from  a  manifefto  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  faid  John  Sheares  (one  of  the  new  ExecuttvCi 
elcded  after  the  arrefts  made  on  the  i2th  of  March  la(l,  as  your 
Commiitcc  have  rcafon  to  believe),  which  was  to  have  been  iffiri 
in  the  event  of  fuccefs.  Were  any  additional  proofs  ncceflary  to 
eltablifh  the  authenticity  of  the  plan  as  above  dated,  it  may  be 
foimd  in  the  proceedings  of  the  provincial  committee  of  Ulfter,' 
which  met  at  Armagh  on  the  12th  of  May,  where  the  fame  plan 
was  announced  as  decided  on,  and  the  neceffary  orders  given  for 
fecuring,  as  far  as  poflible,  the  co-operation  of  the  north. 

The  government,  pcrfeflly  informed  of  the  intentions  of  the 
eonfpirators,  caufed  feveral  of  the  leaders  to  be  apprehended  oft 
the  19th  and  lift  of  May,  and  the  approaching  infurredibn  vtf 
announced  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  late  in  the  evening  of  the  2ift|A 
a  letter  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  fecretary ;  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day  a  meflfage,  to  the  fame  effeft,  was  fcnt  by  his  Excellency 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  Notwithftanding  the  military 
precautions  adopted  to  counteraft  the  intended  rifmg,  it  took 
place  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin  on  the  night  appointed, 
namely,  the  23d  of  May;  and  every  poflible  effort  was  made  by 
the  difaffetSled  within  the  town,  to  co-operate  with  thofe  with- 
out. In  conformity  to  the  plan  laid  down,  the  mail-coaches  were 
dcftroycd  on  the  northern  and  fouthern  roads,  and  every  exertion 
made  by  the  party  in  the  provinces  to  bring  the  people  into  an 
adion. 

Your  Committee  do  not  think  it  neceflary  to  record  the  events 
of  the  bloody  and  deftrudlive  rebellion  that  cnfued,  which  arc  fti" 
but  too  frefh  in  the  memory  of  the  Houfe ;  they  need  only  ftatej 
that  as  foon  as  the  rebels  had  a£tua11y  taken  the  field  in  force,  tiA 
Commenced  their  operations,  by  feveral  daring  attacks  upon  the 
towns  garrifoncd  by  the  King's  troops  ;  the  Lord  Lieutenant  9xA 
Council  publilhed  a  proclamation,  bearing  date  the  24th  of  M^J* 
announcing,  that  he  had  authorized  the  fummary  punifhmentbT 
martial  law  of  all  rebels  found  in  arms,  or  of  perfons  in  aflj 
wife  aiding  or  aflilUng  in  the  rebellion;  to  which  feafonable  i^* 
<erpofuion  of  the  powers   of  the  (late,  the  prcfcrvation   of  tW 

conftituli^^^ 
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on  againft  this  daring  attempt  to  fiibvert  it  is  not  Icfs  to 
itcd,  than  to  the  diilingui(hc<l  fidelity  and  bravery  of  the 
oops,  both  regulars,  militiai  and  yeonnanry; 
nficleration  of  the   whole  of  the  evidence,  your  Com- 
e  of  opinion, 

the  rebellion  originated  in  a  fyflem,  framed  not  with  a 
obtaining  either  Catholic  emancipation  or  any  reform 
lie'  with  the  exigence  of  the  condiiution,  but  for  the 
of  fubverting  the  government »  fcparating  Ireland  from 
itain,  and  forming  a  democratic  republic,  founded  on 
u£lion  of  all  church  c(labli(hment,  the  abolition  of 
nd  the  confifcation  of  property. 

the  means  refortcd  to  for  the  attainment  of  thcfe  de* 
>  a  fecret  fyftemstized  combination,  fitted  to  attradl  the 
;,    by   being  adapted  to  vulgar  prejudices  and   viciou$ 

and  artfully  linked  and  conne6led  together  with  a  view 
ng  the  mafs  of  the  lower  ranks  into  a  revolutionary 
iing  in  concert,  and  moving  as  one  body,  at  the  im- 
1  under  the  diredion  of  their  leaders, 
for  the  farther  accomplifliment  of  their  objc£t,  the  lead- 
le  confpiracy  entered  into  a  negotiation,  and  finally  con- 
n  alliance  with  the  French  Dire£lory,  by  which  it  was 
i,  that  an  adequate  force  fliould  he  fent  for  the  invafion 
:ountry,  as  fubfidiary  to  the  preparations  that  were  mak- 
general  infurreflion. 

in  purfuance  of  this  dcfign,  meafurcs  were  adopted  by 
s  of  the  confpiracy,  for  giving  to  their  focictics  a  mili* 
n;  and  that,  for  arming  their  adher^ntSy  they  had  re- 
artly  to  the  fabricajion  of  pikes,  and  partly  to  the  plun* 
f  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  their  arms. 

from  the  vigorous  and  fummary  expedients  rcforted  to 
rnoient,  and  the  confequent  exertions  of  the  military,  the 
bund  themfelves  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  immediate 
:ion,  or  of  being  deprived  of  the  means  on  which  they 
r  efie£ling  their  purpofe ;  and  that  to  this  caufe  is  cxclu- 

be  attributed  that  premature  and  dcfperatc  effort,  the 
of  which  has  fo  evidently  facilitated  its  fuppreflion. 
the  vigilance  of  the  executive  government,  in  dete£iing 
:fting  many  of  the  principal  confpirators  in  the  very  adit 
;rting  their  plans  ot  infurreSion,  the  convictions  which 
fued,  and  the  (till  more  complete  developemcnt  of  the 
by  the  confeflion  of  fome  of  its  mod  a£live  and  efficient 
3rs,  have  not  only  ctTentially  contributed  to  the  defeat  of 
allien,  but,  by  enabling  the  Committee  to  difclofc  the 
nd  machinations  of  the  confpirators,  may  fuggcft  means 
ring  t|ie  future  tranquillity  of  th^  country. 

Your 
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Your  Committee  cannot  conclude  without  obfervingy  that, 
a  review  of  the  treafon  which  has  employed  their  attention,  t\ 
tiace  a  perfe£t  coincidence,  in  its  commencement  and  in  itsp 
grcfs,  its  means  and  its  obje6ls,  with  that  by  which  the  gofei 
meat,  the  religion,  and  the  happincis  of  France  Iiave  been  c 
flroyed  ;  which  has  extended  its  dcfolating  influence  over  fome 
the  mod  profpcrous  and  flourilhing  countries  of  Europe,  and  I 
fhaken  to  its  foundatiDii  the  fabric  of  regular  foctety  throaglx 
the  civilized  world.  That  the  leaders  of  the  fyftem,  in  order 
^dapr  the  minds  of  the  multitude  to  the  purpofes  of  their  treaA 
have,  after  the  example  of  their  Jacobin  allies  in  France,  left 
means  unemployed  which  the  moft  malignant  fubtlety  could  fu 
geft,  for  eradicating  from  amongft  the  working  clafTes,  every  fc 
timent  both  of  private  and  public  duty  :  alt  quiet  and  peaceat 
habits,  all  focial  as  well  as  moral  obligations  it  has  been  their  o 
JC&.  to  dedroy  \  and  the  more  facred  the  tie,  the  more  indt 
trioufly  have  they  laboured  to  diifolve  it :  they  have  incited  th^  f< 
dier  to  betray  his  King;  they  have  armed  the  tenant  againft  li 
landlord ;  and  they  have  taught  the  fervant  to  confpiro  with  t 
aflaflin  of  his  mafler;  blafting  the  repofe  and  confidence  of  fi 
vate  life  even  in  its  fandluary,  and  effacing  every  law  of  trot 
of  juftice,  of  gratitude,  and  of  religion,  except '  where  it  fa 
been  pollible  to  make  even  religion  itfelf  the  perverted  inftraoM 
of  their  execrable  views.  Such  have  been  the  leading  principl 
and  the  long-laboured  preparatives  fot  that  rebellion  n-om  wbii 
your  Committee  truft  this  country  has  been  happily  refcued  \  ai 
they  indulge  a  fanguine  hope,  that  their  prefent  (latement,  m 
thenticatcd  as  it  is  by  fuch  a  mafs  of  evidence,  will  contribu 
ftill  farther  to  the  complete  re-eftablilhment  of  tranquillity,!) 
throwing  the  fullcft  light  on  the  dangers  to  which  the  communil 
has  been  expofcd,  and  againlt  which  it  is  ftill  necetfary  I 
guard  *. 


Report  from    the  CGinmittce  of  Secrecy  of  the  JJoufe  of   LorJs  i 

Ireland. 

Die  jfovlsy   30^  Auguji'ij   1798* 

'TPHE  Lord  Chancellor,  from  the  Lords  Committees  a ppointt^ 

■*•    to  examine  the  matters  of  the  fealed-up  papers  received  fio* 

the   Commons  on    the  23d  of  July   laft,  whofc  Lordfhips  M 

power  tb  fend   for  perfons,  papers,  and  records,  andto  exami** 

. - .- — :--^ 

•  We  liave  thouj^ht  it  unneccflary  to  lav  brfore'oiir  renders  the  AppjJJ" 
dix  to  The  Report,  which  coiuains  only  details  of  the  principal  fa^fl*^ 
in  the  body  ot  ihe  Kepurt.  m^ 
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fiich  perfons  as  they  might  fummon  before  them  in  the  mod 
eipn  manner,  and  to  communicate  from  time  to  time  with 
I^Cumroittee  of  Secrecy  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Com« 
)f^  made  the  following  Report : 

MyLords» 

IrUE- Lords'  Committees  appointed  to  examine  the  matters  of 
s^&ttkd-up  papers  received  from  the  Commons  on  the  23d  of 
Ij^viaft,  and  to  report  the  fame  as  they  fhali  appear  to  them  to 
kUoufey  have  met  and  examined  into  the  matters  to  them  re- 
rtod,  and  dirc£icd  me  to  report  to  your  Lordihips  asibliows: 
lYsmr  Committee  beg  leave  fir(l  to  recall  your  Lordihips'  atten-^ 
dto to  a  report  made  to  this  Houfc  on  the  7th  cf  March  1793,  by 
It  Lords'  Committees,  who  had  been  appointed  10  inquire  into 
c-'Caufes  of  the  difordtrs  and  dillurbances  which  prevailed  in 
ibrkingdom  in  the  years  1792  and  1793,  ^V  ^hich  it  appears, 
>Tkat  confiderable  bodies  of  infurgents,  then  didinguifhed  by 
BHane  of  Defenders,  infcded  the  counties  of  Meaih,  Louth^ 
tvte^  Monaghan,  and  other  adjacent  diftrids,  during  that  pe* 
od,  and  that  the  meafurcs  which  were  then  purfued  by  them  np-' 
vitd.  to  be  concerted  with  a  degree  of  fyitem  and  regularity 
hidi  proved  dtftindliy  that  they  were  dire<^ed  by  men  ot  fupe* 
irnnk,  who  (timulated  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  to  tu- 
olt'Siid  outrage^  as  leading  to  the  abolition  of  tithes,  hearth 
d<county  taxes,  and  to  the  reduction  of  rents.  That,  during 
it  period,  very  confiderable  fums  of  money  were  levied  upon 
B  Roman  Catholics  of  this  kingdom,  under  the  authority  of  a 
Bunittee  of  perfons  of  that  perfuafion,  who  then  aiTumed,  and 
med,  in  a  great  degree,  to  fucceed  in  the  government  and  di- 
^ion  of  the  whole  body  of  Iriib  Catholics;  and  that,  out  of 
'general  fund  thus  created,  protection  was  extend^  to  perfons 
10  were  criminally  profccuted  for  the  mod  daring  and  flagrant 
met.  That,  during  the  fame  period,  an  unufual  ferment  dif- 
"bed  feverai  parts  of  the  northern  province,  particularly  the 
VD  of  fielfail  and  the  county  of  Antrim,  kept  up  and  encou- 
;ed  by  every  artifice  which  turbulence  and  difafFcSion  could 
^ft,  and  more  particularly  by  the  mofl  licentious  abufe  of  the 
nt.  That  the  condudt  of  France  was  openly  held  tip  as  an 
imple  for  imitation ;  that  hopes  and  expectations  were  given  of 
each  afliftance,  by  a  defcent  upon  this  kingdom,  and  that 
lycra  had  been  publicly  offered  up  at  Belfaft,  from  the  pui- 
9  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  French  armies,  in  the  prefience  of 
litary  bodies,  which  had  been  newly  levied  and  arrayed  in  that 
KRy.  without  any  legal  authority*  That  feverai  other  military 
BQatioDs  had,  in  like  manner,  been  entered  into,  in  dificrent 
rti  of  the  province  of  UlAer,  compofed  of  perf<Mis  of  a  very 
Vol.  VTL  3  D  inferior 
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inferior  defcriptiony  armed  without  authority,  and  difciplined by 
officers  of  their  own  eledton.     That  thefe  armed  bodies  were 
doily  incrcafing  in  nunibcrs  and  force,  and  had  exerted  their  beft 
endeavours  to  procure  military  men  of  experience  to  command 
them  ;    fome  of  them  liaving  exprefsly  (lated,  that  there  were 
men  enough  to  be  had,  but  that  officers  were  what  they  wanted. 
That  arms  and  gunpowder,  to  a  very  large  amount,  much  above 
the  common  confumption^  had  been  recently  fent  to  Belfaft  aal 
Newry,  and  that  orders  had  been  given  for  a  much  greater  quan* 
tity,  which  could  be  wanted  only  for  military  operations.     That 
at  Belfaft  large  bodies   of    men  in  aims  affembled  nightly,  by 
candle-light,  to  be  drilled  and  exercifed,  and  that  repeated  at** 
tempts  were  made  to  feduce  the  foldiery,  which,  much  to  t\m 
honour  of  the  King's  farces,  had  proved   ineffectual.     That  zX 
the  fame  period  a  body  of  men  had  been  arrayed  at  Dublin,  un^ 
der  the  title  of  tiril  battalion  of  national  guards— their  unifonA 
copied  from  that  of  the  French  national    guards,  and   marked 
ivith  emblems  of  difafTcdion,     That  the  declared  obje£l  of  theii^ 
military  preparations  was  to  procure   a  reform  of  ParliamenX  • 
but  that  the  plain  and   palpable  intention  was  to  overawe 
Parliament  and  executive  government,  and  to  dilate  to  botbi 

Your  Committee  next  beg  leave  to  recall  your  Lord(hips' 
tention  to  a  report  made  to  the  Houfe  on  the  12th  of  May  1797* 
by  the  Lords'  Committees,  appointed  to  examine  the  matters  0^ 
the  fealed-up  papers  received  Crom  the  Commons  on  the  4th  a^ 
the  fame  month,  by  which  it  appears,  ^  That  the  fyftem  of  Uea^* 
fon  which  had  been  eftablifhed  in  the  year  1792  was  then  much 
matured  and  extended  under  the  influence  and  direction  of  nuroe-^ 
rous  afhliatcd  focieties,  calling  themfelves  United  Iriihmen,  in 
conjun<£lion  with  the  aiFociated  body  of  Defenders.     That  a  trai- 
torous correfpondence  and  communication  between  the   leaders 
and  diredorsof  the  focieties  of  United  Irifhmen  and  the  Execiw 
tivc  Direftory  of  the  French  rcptiblic  had  been  carried  on  be- 
tween the  month  of  June  1795  and  the  month  of  January  1*1^9 
and  that  the  means  by  which  it  had  been  carried  on  were  diftindly 
proved." 

Your  Committee  are  now  enabled  more  fully  and  accurately  to 
ftate  to  your  Lordihips  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  treafon  which 
fo  juftly  alarmed  your  Lordfhipsin  17939  and  which  has  recently 
broken  forth  in  open  rebellion,  having  examined  four  perfoo* 
who  were  members  of  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  Irilh  ^ 
vohitionary  Union,  namely,  Arthur  O^Connor,  Efq.   who  W** 
lately   tried    at    Maidftonc    for    high   treafon,    William    ]ttO^ 
M'><evin,  dodlor  of  phyfic,  Thomas  Addis  Emmett,  barrifter  ^^ 
law,  and  Oliver  Bond.  late  convided  of  treafon>    all  of  wlv^''^ 
have  ackoowledged  themfelves  io  have  been  coofidcntial  Icad^ 
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ind  rftreAors  of  the  IriOi  Union,  and  tliat  their  objed  was,  U 
ttkfk  a  revolution  in  this  kingdom,  by  fcducing  his  Majefty*i 
TubjeAs  From  their  allegiance,  under  a  variety  of  fpecious  pro* 
sences,  and,  by  introducing  a  French  army  into  their  country,,  ta 
lilift  them  in  this  mod  font  and  unnatural  projed. 

The  original  conftitution  of  the  traitorous  focieties  of  United 
^riflimeni  their  gradual  progrefs  to  open  rebellion,  and  the  means 
%y  which  they  hoped  to  fucceed  in  fubverting  the  exiiting  efta- 
Wfliments  in  church  and  (late,  have  betn  fo  fully  detailed  in  for- 
iter  reports  upon  the  fubjeft  appearing  on  the  Journals,  and  by 
dke  report  recently  made  by  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe 
rf  Commons,  which  has  been  communicated  to  your  Lordfliips, 
tbt  your  Committee  have  forborn  now  to  enter  fo  minutely  into 
tUi  difgufting  fubjeA,  as  they  might  otherwife  have  con fidered  a 
Hiity  incumbent  on  them  ;  they  have  therefore  taken  up  the  detail 
tf  it  from  that  period  when  the  confpiracy  was  fo  matured  as  to 
Itiefor  its  avowed  objeft  the  array  and  levy  of  a  regular  military 
Hitttf  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  purpofc  of  aflifting 
<K  French,  it  they  fhonld  be  enabled  to  make  a  defcent  upon 
Hill  conntry ;  or,  if  foreign  affiftance  could  not  be  procured,  of 
making  a  general  infurrc6tion,  in  the  hope  of  fubverting  the 
teovchy  and  ecclefiafiical  eftablilhment,  of  feizing  the  perfons, 
fadconfifcating  the  property  of  his  Majcfty's  loyal  fubje£t<i,  and 
^  eftablifliing  a  republican  government,  guaranteed  by  the 
power  of  France.  It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  or- 
CMHzation,  as  it  is  called,  by  which  the  Dircflory  of  the  Iriih 
Union  was  enabled  to  levy  a  revolutionary  army,  was  completed 
iothc  province  of  Ulfler  on  the  loth  of  May  1795*  That  the 
Wwfne  of  extending  it  to  the  other  provmces  was  adopted  at  an 
Wriy  period  by  the  Irilh  Dirc6tory ;  but  it  does  not  appear  to 
your  Committee  that  it  made  any  conliderablc  progrefs  beyond 
^he  northern  province,  before  the  autumn  of  1796,  when  emif- 
iiries  were  fent  into  the  province  of  Leinller  to  propagate  the 
fyttem.  It  appeared  didindtly  to  your  Committee,  that  the  ftale 
I^texts  of  parliamentary  reform  and  Catholic  emancipation 
^crc  found  ineife<Sual  for  the  fedu£lion  of  the  people   of  that 

trovince,  and  therefore  the  cmiflaries  of  treafon,  who  had  under- 
'ken  it,  in  order  to  prevail' with  them  to  adopt  the  fyftem  of  or- 
(antzation,  firft  reprcfentcd,  that  it  was  necefl'ary  in  their  own 
^ence,  as  their  Proteftant  fellow  fubjefls  had  entered  into  a 
Wemn  league  and  covenant  to  dcftroy  them,  having  fworn  to 
l^sde  up  to  their  knees  in  Popiih  blood. 

The  people  weie  next  taught  to  believe  that  their  orgatiizatioii 
^oqM  lead  to  the  abolition  of  tiihes,  and  to  a  diftribution  of 
l*>^rty,  tnafmuch  as  they  would  become  members  of  a  demb- 
^^y  which  would  govern  the  country  \  and  under  the  influence 
^thcfe  faUe,  wicked^  and  artful  fuggeftions,  the  fyftem  of  or- 
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ganizttion  appears  to  have  been  gradually  extended  bf  the  tmlk^ 
riea  of  the  Iriih  Diredory  into  the  provinces  of  Leiaiflcr,  Mtin-* 
fler,  and  Connauglit.  The  better  to  tmpofe  on  the  people,  ihr 
fyAcm  was  firft  reprefented  to  be  purely  for  civil  or  political  pur- 
pofes.  The  inferior  focieties,  at  their  original  inftitution,  coa« 
,  fiilcd  each  of  thirty-fix  members;  they  Tvcre,  howevcry  aftcr- 
vcards  reduced  to  twelve:  thefe  twelve  chofe a  fccretary  and  trea^ 
furer,  and  the  fecretaries  of  five  of  thcfe  focieties  formed  whit 
was  called  a  lower  baronifl  committee^  which  had  the  imniediata 
diredion  and  fuperintendance  of  the  five  focieties  who  thuscdhs^ 
tributed  to  its  indiiution.  From  each  lower  baronial  comtchtec 
thus  conftituted,  one  member  was  delegated  to  an  upper  baronial 
committee^  which  in  like  manner  aifumed  and  cxerciied  the 
fuperintendance  and  dircdion  of  all  the  lower  baronial  comrmti^ 
tees  in  the  fevcral  counties.  The  next  fuperior committees  wcic, 
in  populous  towns,  ciiiinguifhed  by  the  name  of  diilri<Et  cofa- 
mitteesy  and  in  counties  by  the  name  of  county  committeesy-  and 
were  compofed  of  members  delegated  by  the  upper  baroniahh 
Each  upper  baronial  committee  d«..legated  one  of  its  memberstc 
the  dilhi£l  or  county  committee,  and  thcfc  diftrid  or  coral) 
committees  had  the  fuperintendance  and  di  red  ion  of  all  the  uppei 
baronials,  who  contributed  to  their  inftitution.  Having  thoffcr* 
ganizcd  the  fcveral  counties  and  populous  towns,  a  fubordinitc 
diredory  was  ered\ed  in  each  of  the  four  provinces,  compofed  d 
two  members,  or  three,  according  to  the  extent  and  populatioo 
of  the  di(lri£ls  which  they  reprefented,  who  were  delegated  to  I 
provincial  committee,  which  had  the  immediate  dire6lion  and  fu^ 
perintendance  of  the  feveral  cOunty  and  diftridl  committees  ill 
each  of  the  four  provinces;  and  a  general  executive  diredoryj 
compofed  of  five  -perfonj?,  was  clcdlcd  by  the  provincial  diredo- 
ries,  but  the  eledion  was  fo  managed  that  none  but  the  fecreta- 
ries of  the  provincials  knew  on  whom  the  eledion  felK  It  was 
made  by  ballot,  but  not  reported  to  the  electors;  the  appoint*^ 
ment  was  notified  only  to  <  thofe  on  whom  the  eledion  de- 
volved :  and  the  Executive  Diredory  thus  compofed,  aifumed  and 
exercifed  the  fupreme  and  uncontrolled  command  of  the  whole 
body  of  the  Union. 

The  manner  of  communicating  the  orders  iflued  by  the  Exe- 
cutive Diredory  was  peculiarly  calculated  to  baffle  detedio*** 
One  member  of  the  Executive  alone  communicated  with  o^' 
member  of  each  provincial  committee  or  diredory.  The  ord* 
was  tranfmittcd  by  him  to  the  fccretary  of  each  county  or  diftr'^ 
committee  in  his  province.  The  fecretaries  of  the  county  a^ 
diftrid  committees  communicated  with  the  fecretaries  of  the  Ul 
per  baronials  in  each  county  ;  they  communicated  with  the  fec^ 
taries  of  the  lower  baronial  committees,  who  gave  the  order 'I 
ihe  fecretaries  of  ^cb  fubordinate  committee,  by  whom  it  ^ 

giv^ 
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gtftn  to-  the  fevttral  inferior  members  of  the  Union*  It  apv' 
pears  to  ymu  Committee,  that  tlie  leaders  and  diredors  of  this 
coDTpiracy  having  completed  this  their  revolutionary  fyftem  in  the 
province  of  UUler,  fo  early  as  the  loth  of  May  1795 ;  and  hav* 
ingmade  confiderable  progrefs  in  eftablifliing  it  in  the  autumn 
anl  winter  of  1796,  in  the  province  of  Leinftcr,  proceeded  at 
that  period  to  convert  lit  into  a  military  ihape  and  form,  fur  the 
iflMlifgujfed  projefl  of  rebellion;  and  this  projedl  has  been  dif- 
tinfily  and  unequivocally  acknowledged  by  the  aforefaid  Arthur 
(>Coiinor,  William  James  M^Nevin,  Thomas  Addis  Emmett, 
wi  Oliver  Bond»  who  have  confcircd  themfelves  to  have  been 
leading  and  a£live  members  of  this  confpiracy,  as  will  appear 
more  diiiinflly  to  vour  Lordlhips  from  the  confeflions  vi'hich 
they  have  made  before  your  Committeei  annexed  by  way  of 
appendix  to  this  Report. 

From  the  confeflions  of  thefe  pcrfons  it  appears  to  your  Com'* 
mitleei  that  the  military  organization^  as  they  termed  it,  was 
gafted  on  the  civil.  That  the  fecretary  of  each  fubordinate  fo- 
cietfi  compofed  of  tvyelve,  was  appointed  their  petty  or  non- 
onamiifioned  oiEcer ;  that  tlie  delegate  of  five  focicties  to  a 
bwer  baronial  committee  was  commonly  appointed  captain  of  a 
company,  compofed  of  the  five  focieties  who  had  fo  delegated 
hiiBi  and  who  made  up  the  number  of  fixty  privates ;  and  that 
the  delegate  of  ten  lower  baronials  to  the  upper  or  di(fri(3  com^ 
nittee  was  commonly  appointed  colonel  of  a  battalion,  which 
vas  thus  compofed  of  fix  hundred  men  :  that  the  colonels  of 
Ittttalions  in  each  county  fent  in  the  names  of  three  perfons  to 
•be  Executive  Dircdiory  of  the  Union »  one  of  whom  was  ap- 
pointed by  them  adjutant -general  of  the  county,  whofe  duty  it 
X'as  to  receive  and  communicate  military  orders  from  the  Execu- 
tive to  the  colonels  of  battalions^  and  in  general  to  adl  as  officers 
of  the  revolutionary  (faff  In  addition  to  this  eftabliihment,  it 
spears  that  a  military  commiUcc  was  appointed  by  the  Executive 
pircctory  to  prepare  a  regular  plan  for  aflifling  a  French  army, 
if  any  fuch  (Iiould  make  a  landing  in  this  kingdom,  by  diredling 
the  national  military  force,  as  it  was  called,  to  co-operate  with 
them;  or  to  form  a  regular  plan  of -infurredion  in  cafe  it  ihould 
l^ordeieti,  without  waiting  for  French  aifidance ;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  your  Committee,  that  a  regular  and  digeiled  plan  of 
njfurrcftion  was  actually  formed  and  reduced  to  writing,  in 
^ptil  1797^  which  was  given  up  for  that  time  only,  from  the  rc- 

(refentations  of  the  Executive  Diredory  of  the  Union,  that 
>^y  and  efFedlual  afliftance  was  promifed  from  France.  For 
^ptirpofe  of  arming  this  body,  orders  were  given  by  the  Irifli 
*Wftory,  that  every  member  of  the  Union  who  had  the  means 
^l^ld  provide  himfelf  with  fire-arms  and  ammunition;  and 
frt  (iich  perfona,  whofc  means  would  not  afibrd  any  other  wea* 
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jWT»^,  fhonTd  prmi^e  tlicnrifclvcs  with  pikes— which  order  ap- 
peared to  your  Committee  to  have  been  executed  in  a  very  great 
extent  throuyViOMt  the  pro\iiU*cs  of  Uiller,  Leinrter,  and  Mun^, 
llcr : — in  the  province  ot  C^jnnaii^ht  the  cini!raries  of  the  UnioV 
fseni  not  to  havr  boon  criil>^'..vi  to  proceed  farther  in  their  fyftedl 
of  trcafon  than   hy  adininiftu-rinjr  oaths  to  the  people;  their  fui^^ 
ihcr  jirogrcfs  fccms  to  have  been  obllruftcJ  by  the  vigorous  exeri 
lions  of  the  executive  govern:ncnt,  \\he:i  rebellion  broke  fortj 
tr^  a£ls  of  open  hoftility.     it  appears  to  yonr  Committee,  thtf 
the  Dire£ioiy  of  tiie  Union   l\.:ving  thns  eil.ibHfhed  a  revolutioiif  ; 
ary  government  in  thcnilclvcs  over  a  great  body  of  the  peopK;'. 
jfftied  an  order  foibKMiiig  the  ulc  of  any  article  of  confumpticMf 
liable  to  the  excii'c  dmics,  which  order  was  (rated  to  your  CoiiIt 
fnittee  by  the  atorcfaid  perfons,  who  had  been  members  of  tM , 
republican    Direflory,    to   have   been    generally   and   implicitljf, 
obeyed. — And  it  fnrther  appeared  to  ynur  Committee,  frotn  tW 
Icftimony  of  the  fame  ptrfons,  or  fon'te  of  them,  that  an  oriif  ■ 
liad  been  alfo  ilfued  by  the  fame  Direflory  to  ftop  the  currency  tf 
banknotes,  and  to  forbid  the  purchafc  of  quit -rents  payable  tij 
the  Crown,  which,  bv  an  acl  of  this  feflion,  have  been  vcftcdi* 
the  Lords  Commillioners  ol  the  Treafnrv,  to  be  fold  for  the  fel^ 
vice  of  the  current  year,  wirn  a  threat  on  the  part  of  the  DircCj  ] 
tory,  that  fuch  a   falc  would  be  dit'allowed  ar  the  approac&hdj 
revolution,  a«  an  anticipation  of  its  refources. 

Yonr  Committee  having  thus  detailed  the  fyflem  of  treafon aoii  ] 
rebellion  cftablilhed  within  this  kinedom,  which  has  been  foac- 
knowkdgcd  by  fome  of  the  moft  active  and  confidential  memberf 
of  the  Irilh  rcvoluiionary  Dircdlory,  will  now  proceed  to  open 
to  your  Lordfhi;>s  thtir  dark  and  defpcratc  defi^ns,  which  hifB 
been  confclfed  by  them,  of  betraying  their  country  to  a  rapacidiB 
and  mcrcilefs  foreign  enemy. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  early  in  the  year  1796  a 
propofition  was  made  from  the  Executive  Dircflory  of  the  French  ■ 
rep»;b!ir,  by  1  hc-ohald  Wolfe  Tone,  late  a  barriller  of  this  coun- 
try, who  abfcondtd  shortly  after  the  conviflion  of  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Jjckfon,  for  treafon,  in  the  year  1794*  to  the  ExecntifC 
Directory  of  the  liifh  Uni«)n,  tliat  a  Krench  army  fhould  be  fcnt 
to  Irclimd  to  afliil  the  rcpiiblic:ms  of  tlus  country  in  fubvertmg 
the  monarchy,  and  fv-par^uing  Iitlai.d  from  the  Britifh  Crown. 
Tlic  afor<.iaid  Mcuk-:.  Arrlr.ir  0*Cor.nor,  Thomas  Addis  Etn- 
nictt,  William  M^Ncun,  and  Oliver  Bond,  all  of  whom  have 
been  mctnbcrs  of  the  Irifli  rc|-;iiblican  Dirediory,  have  dcpofw 
to  your  Committee,  that  this  war;  the  Srft  communication  withto 
Their  knowledge  v^hicli  took  place  between  the  Irilh  and  the  French 
jiireflories,  and  that  the  propofition  oiii;inally  moved  i^^ 
Erance ;  your  Committee,  however,  are  (if  opinion,  that  the 
communicaiion  thus  made  to  the  Irilh  Dircdory  through  M^- 
4  Top* 
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Tone  muft  have  taken  plicc  in  confcqiicnce  of  an  application  origis- 
fliiDgwiihfofneinenibersof  the  Irilh  Union,  inafnnichasit  appenn 
iyiheReportof  the  Secret  Committer  ot'thisHoufc,  maJt:in  rhclait 
fe|EoD  of  Parliament,  that  a  mcilcngcr  luiJ  botn  difpatchcd  by  the  fo- 
QCljr  of  United  Irilhmen  to  ihc  Executive  Directory  ot  the  French 
fqwbliCf  upon  a  treafonable  million^  bctwcjii  the  month  of  June 
rTHgand  the  month  of  January  1796,  at  which  time  the  mcireis* 
fX  b  lent  had  relumed  to  Ireland;  and  your  Committee  have 
pmgfcaron  to  l)elieve  that  Edward  John  Lewins,  who  now  is 
if^  has  been  for  a  conlidcrab!e  time  the  accredited  refiJent  ambal- 
ijiorof  the  Irifh  rebellious  Union  to  the  Fiench  republic,  was 
liefcrfon  thus  difpatched  in  the  liimmer  of  179;.  It  appears 
BToyr  Committee,  that  the  propofii ion  fo  made  by  the  French 
9)ije&ory,  of  aflidance  to  the  rcLcls  of  ihi.^  kingdom,  was  taken 
pjllll  confideration  by  the  Executive  Oiiedory  ot  the  Irilh  Union 
pncdiateiy  after  it  was  commur>icated  to  ihem  ;  that  they  did 
ll^  to  accept  the  proffered  alliiiancc,  and  that  their  deteimina«» 
ion  was  made  knawn  to  the  Directory  of  tlic  French  republic  by 
rjbecial  mclTenger ;  and  your  Comntittee  have  (trong  rcafon  to 
VUeKi  that  the  inva(ion  of  this  kingd:>;u,  v^hich  v/as  afterwards 
iilnDptcd,  was  fully  arranged  at  an  interview  w  hich  took  place 
^iSwitzerland  in  the  fummer  of  1796,  near  the  French  frontier^ 
Mlwcen  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  the  aforefaid  Mr.  Arthur 
EKionnor,  and  General  Hochc.  It  appci^rs  to  your  Committee, 
ibt  in  thfi  month  of  Odobcr  or  Nover.iber  1796,  the  hoAiie 
innaoient  which  foon  after  appeared  in  Bautry  Bay,  was  an* 
Hpnced  to  the  Irilh  Directory  hy  a  fpocial  meiicnger  difpatched 
Etmn  France,  who  was  alfo  inilrucU'd  to  inquire  into  the  Itate  of 

Cparation  in  which  this  couutry  (loo J,  which  army  was  then 
ed  to  the  irilh  Direftory  to  ccnfilt  ot  fifteen  thoufand  tnK)psy 
together  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  annv  and  aminunttion  in- 
tended for  the  ufe  of  the  Irifh  repMblicau  L'uion :  in  a  few  days 
i6er  the  departure  of  the  mcirengiT  who  hud  been  thus  fent  to 
vmounce  the  fpeedy  ar:ival  of  this  armament  on  the  coaiis  of  this 
bi^om,  it  appears  to  your  Comn.ittce,  that  a  letter  from 
Fiance  was  received  by  the  Irilh  Directory,  wliioh  wasconHdcred 
jiy  them  as  authentic,  i'ating,  that  the  projedlcd  dcfcent    was 

efoned  for  fome  months ;  and  to  this  circunillance  it  has  been 
ly  aurknowledged  to  your  Cominiuec,  by  one  of  the  Iiilh 
Dircftory,  that  this  country  was  indebted  for  the  good  conduct  of 
the  people  in  the  province  of  Munftcr,  when  the  enemy  appeared 
in  Baotry  Bay.  He  has  c.  nfeHl:d  that  thefc  cojitradiclory  com- 
^mcations  threw  the  Irifh  Directory  otF  ihcir  guaid,  in  confe- 
rence of  which  they  omitted  to  prepare  the  people  for  the  rcccp- 
tionof  the  enemy.  He  has  confelfed  that  the  people  were  loyal, 
l^ufe  they  were  left  to  thcmfclves.  It  appears  to  your  Com« 
^ttKee,  that  after  th&  attempt  to  invade  this  kingdoin  in  Decern* 

ber 
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ber  1796  had  failed,  the  Iriih  Diredory  rencWed*  thei^  fdidU* 
ttons  to  France  for  aflirtance,  and  it  was  determined- by  themttf 
cftablilli  a  regular  communication  and  corrcfpondence  with  tha 
Dircdory  ot  France,  by  a  refidcnt  accredited  Irifh  minifter  it 
Paris; — accordingly  it  appears  to^your  Committee,  that  in  April 
1797, -Edward  John  Lewins  of  this  city,  attorney  at  law,  VfU 
difpatchcd  from  hence,  under  the  aflumcci  name  of  Thompfan».tD 
aA  as  the  minifter  of  the  Iriih  rcpub'ican  DireAory  at  Parii. 
That  he  went  by  way  of  Hamburgh,  where  he  obtained  «  kticr 
of  credence  from  the  French  miniiter  to  General  Uoche^.Hilk 
whom  he  had  a  conference  at  Franckfort,  from  whence  he  |»af 
ceeded  to  Paris,  where  he  ha^  continued  to  retide  from  thattiiMi 
as  the  minider  of  the  Executive    Dire^SLory  ot  the  repiibiic  of 
Ireland.     It  appears  to  your  Committcv:,  that  in  June  1797^  i" 
fecond  meflenger.  Doctor  William   James   M*Nevin»  was  iiS^ 
patched  by  the  fame  Dirc&ory  to  Paris,  with  more  pfecife  m^ 
llruAions  than  they  were  enabled  to  give  to  LewinSp  and  iM 
M'Nevin  alfo  took  Hamburgh  in  his  way,  where  finding  ftM^ 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a  pall'port    from  Rheynhart  the  Frenih^ 
minifter  to  enable  him  to  go  to  Paris,  he  prefented  a  memoit  M* 
writing  to  that  minifter,  containing  the  fubfiance  of  his  inAnie«< 
tjons  from  his  employers,  to  be  tranfmited  to  the  Diredlory  d; 
the  French  republic.     M'Neviii  has  ftated  to  your  Committee  lb 
principal  points  of  this  memoir,  in  which  it  was  recommended* 
particularly  to  the  Diref^ory  of  the  French  republici  on  their 
oext  attack  upon  this  kingdom,   rather  to  make  a  landiag  at 
Oyfterhavcn  than  at  Bantry,  as  the  reduction  of  the  city  of  Cork 
would  be  thereby  confidcrably  facilitated — and  he  has  ftated,  that 
it  alio  contained  every  fpecics  of  information  which  occurred  to 
the  Irifti   Dircdory  as  ufeful  to  the  enemy  in  their  projeAed. 
invafion  of  this  kingdom,. the  particulars  of  which  your  Com- 
mittee forbear  further  to  detail,  as  they  have  annexed  the  fiud 
M^Nevin*s  confeflion  made  to  them  by  way  of  appendix  to  this. 
Report.     It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  laid  M'Nevia 
having  obtained  a  paflport  from  the  French  mihifter  at  Haift- 
burgh,  foon  after  the  delivery  of  his  memoir  to  him,  proceeded 
diredly  to  Paris,  where  he  had  feveral  conferences  with  fomtof 
the  minifters  of  the  French  republic,  in  t\hich  he  pretfed  ftmogljf 
upon  them  the  advantages  of  a    fecond  arm;)inent  agaioft  tbii 
kingdom,  in  which  an  additional  fupply  of  arms  was  reprefeat^ 
as  neceflary,  from  the  fcizure  which  had  been  made,  by  order  of 
Government,  of  arms  which  had  been  collected  lor  rebellion  i* 
the  northern   province ;  and  the  expenfcs  of  this  armament^  ^ 
well  as  of  that  which  had  already  failed,  he  undertook,  fortho 
Irifti  Dircdory,   ihould  be   defrayed  on  the  eftablifliment  of.^ 
republic  in  Ireland:  and  in  thefe  conferences  it  appears  to  yo^f 
Commiiteei   that  it  was  ftrongly  imprelfcd  upon   the  French 
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iftSLorf  to  make  the  reparation  of  Ireland  from  the  kingdom  of 
xftt  Britain  an  inditpenfable  condition  of  any  treaty  of  peace  whkh 
ght  be  concluded  in  confequencc  of  the  negotiation  which  then 
pended  at  Lifle.    The  better  to  imprefs  his  arguments,  a  fecond 
iiten  memoir  was  prefcntcd  by  the  faid  M^Nevin,  enforcing 
ftrongly  as  he  could  every  thing  which   he  had   theretofore 
ged  to  encourage  the  invafion  of  this  kingdom  by  a  French 
Rty  and  to  induce  the  Directory  of  the  French  republic  to 
iMNiiie  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  until  Ireland  Ihould  be 
pirated  from  the  Briiifh  Crown  :  and  it  appears  to  your  Com- 
ince,  that  M^Nevin  was  further  inilrii^led  to  negotiate  a  loan 
F  half  a  miltion  tn  France  or  Spain  for  the  Irifh  Direflory,  oa 
eftcurity  of  the  revolution  which  they  meditated,  but  that  in 
lb  ebjeA  of  his  miflion   he  failed  altogether.     It  appears  to 
te  Committee  that  immediately  after  the  negotiation  at  Lifle 
M  broken  off,  information  of  it  was  fent  from  France  to  the 
Ml  Diredory,  with  aflfurances   that  the   French  government 
wM  never  abandon  the  caufe  of  the  Iiifli  Union,  nor  make 
tee  with  Greai  Britain,  until  the  feparation  of  Ireland  from 
■  Irillft  Crown  was  efieAed;  and  with  frefli  aflurancesof  a 
iMdy  mvafion,  which  have  frequently  been  renewed  fince  that 
Md.     It  appears  to  your  Conrunittee  that  the  faid  M^Nevin 
ttncd  to  tliis  kingdom  in  Odober   1797*  when  he  made  hii 
pM  to  Che  Irilh  Directory  of  the  refult  of  his  miflion,  and 
ik  Ihey  might  rely  with  confidence  on  the  promifed  fuccours 
Hn  France ;  and  it  has  alfo  appeared  to  your  Committee  that 
fely  or  Auguil  1797,  the  Irilh  Diredlory  received  a  difpatch 
M  their  mintfler  at  Paris,  annoimcing  the  Dutch  armament  in 
s  Tcxel  intended  againft  this  kingdom,  which  was  baffled  and 
cemfited  by  the  ever  memorable  and  perfevering  valour  of  the 
idft  fleet  commanded  by  Lord  Duncan.     It  appears  to  your 
nmittee  that  three  feveral  difpatches  have  been  received  by  the 
Ai  Direfiory  from  their  minifter  at. Paris  fince  Odober  1797  ; 
I  two  ftrft  contained  a  renewal  generally  of  the  former  aifur- 
DM  of  friendfhip  and  fupport  given  by  the  Diredory  of  the 
e(Mft  lepublic ;  the  lad  announced  that  the  projeAed  invafion 
Iteland  Afvould  be  made  in  the  month  of  April  1798.     And  it 
Mars  to  your  Committee  that  a  difpatch  for  the  I3ire£lory  of 
FrencAi  republic,  earncftly  prefling  for  the  promifed  fuccours, 
ittade  up  by  the  Irifti  Diredory,  late  in  December  1797,  or  early 
fanuary  1798,  which  one  of  them  undertook  to  have  conveyed  to 
inee;  but  that  the  attempt  failed.  It  has  been  ftated  to  your  Com-^ 
tee -by  one  of  the  rebel  Direftory  of  Ireland  who  was  privy 
hit  mBi  of  treafon^  that  the  difpatch  was  not  to  be  fent  through 
CM  Britain ;  but  he  did  not  explain  to  your  Committee  any 
IbB  oh  which  this  atfertion  was  founded,  nor  any  other  route 
ViK.  Vll.  3  E  by 
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by  which  the  meflengcr  was  to  make  his  way  th  France.  Thfi 
fcvcral  perfons  aforefaid  who  have  To  confefled  themfelves  to  have 
been  members  of  the  Executive  revolutionary  Dircdory  of  th( 
Iriih  rebels,  and  acknowledged  their  traitorous  correfpondeno 
and  connexion  with  the  Dirc<flory  of  the  French  republic,  hav( 
endeavoured  to  palliate  this  branch  of  their  treafon  by  afcribing  it 
Arft  to  their  di  Tap  probation  of  an  a£i  of  Parliament  pailed  in  th 
year  1796  to  prevent  infurre£lion>  next  to  their  difappointmer 
in  obtaining  a  parliamentary  reform,  and  ladly  by  ^prclentin 
their  di (inclination  to  negotiate  with  France  for  a  greater  foic 
than  might  enable  them  to  fubvert  the  monarchy,  and  retain  th 
government  of  this  country  in  their  own  hands. 

The  falfehood  and  abfurdity  of  thefe  pretences  are  fo  manifel 
that  your  Committee  would  have  thought  it  unbecoming  to  adve 
to  them  in  their  Report,  if  thefe  avowed  traitors  to  their  Kingju: 
country  had  not  in  part  learned  thus  to  palliate  their  treafon  froi 
perfons  of  a  very  different  defcription  in  Great  Britain  and  In 
land,  who,  fatally  for  the  peace  of  this  kingdom  and  the  fecqnt 
of  the  Britilh  empire,  h^ve  during  the  progrefs  of  this  mod  fqii 
i:l\d  unnatural  rebellion,  from  utter  ignorance  and  mifinformauo 
on  the  fubjed,  as  your  Committee  mud  prefume,  publicly  afl 
Tepcatcdly  palliated,  if  not  juftified,  that  fyflem  of  treafon  wbic 
had  well  nigh  involved  this  once  happy  and  flouriihiag  ktngdof 
in  all  the  miferies  of  the  French  revolution.  With  refpeA  i 
the  Infurre£lion  AA,  your  Committee  have  only  to  obferve,  that: 
paiTed  into  a  law  on  the  24th  of  March  1796,  and  was  not  pi 
into  execution  before.the  14th  of  November  1796,  on  which  da 
the  nrii  proclamation  which  iffued  under  the  provifions  of  i 
bears  date,  and  that  the  introdu&ion  of  it  into  the  Hoofe  of  Com 
mens  was  long  fubfequent  to  the  period  when  it  appears  that  th 
connexion  and  correfpondcnce  of  the  IriQi  Union  with  the  Dirc^ 
tory  of  the  French  republic  fird  commenced ;  and  that  it  wa 
enaded  in  confequence  of  a  fyflem  of  midnight  mi^rder,  robberv 
and  outrage,  which  began  in  1792,  and  was  fo  matured  in  1790 
under  the  influence  and  direction  of  the  Irifh  Union,  as  neulj 
to  depopulate  a  very  confiderable  didrid  in  two  of  the  provinces 
of  every  loyal  and  peaceable  inhabitant  of  it.  With  refpefi  to 
parliamentary  reform,  your  Committee  have  to  obferve,  thst.it 
v/as  diflinflly  acknowledged  by  the  perfons,  who,  in  their  owo 
phrafc,  have  taken  upon  them  to  think  for  the  people,  that  no 
reform  of  Parliament  will  fatisfy  them  which  docs  not  nccef- 
farily  involve  in  it  the  fubverfion  of  all  ecclefiadical  eflabliA' 
mcnts  Proteftant  and  Popifh,  and  the  gradual  reparation  of  tlus 
kingdom  from  the  Briti(h  Crown ;  and  that  no  plan  of  tcioj^ 
will  faiisfy  them  fliort  of  an  Houfe  of  Commons  purely  democra- 
tic.   It  v\  as  further  alleged  by  the  feveral  perfons  who  io  ackp?-^' 


(    595    ) 

ledged  their  traitorous  connexion  ivith  France,  that  the  imme^ 
diate  caufe  of  their  cftablKhing  a  refident  a,^nt  at  Parisj  was  the 
RJedion  of  a  plan  of  reform  which  was  propofed  in  1797  in  the 
HouFe  of  CommonSi  which  plan  they  faid  would  have  fatisfied 
the  people.  But  the  palpable  falfehoiod  of  this  alTortion  appears 
bj  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  for  thefe  perfons 
have  all  confeiTed  that  their  refident  agent  was  difpatched  by  theai 
to  Paris  in  April  17971  with  inftriidions  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
with  the  Diredory  of  France;  and  the  propofition  for  parlia* 
mintary  reform,  to  the  rejedlion  of  which  they  pretend  to  afcribe 
themidion  of  Lewins^  was  not  made  till  the  15th  of  May  1797* 
A&to  Catholic  emancipation  (as  it  is  called),  it  was  admitted  by 
tbeni  ail  to  have  been  a  mere  pretence  from  the  (irft  eflabliOiment 
Pi  the  Irifh  Union,  and  that  if  they  had  been  enabled  to  fucceed 
lA  their  plan  of  reform  and  revolution,  it  would  have  involved  in 
hq)ually  the  deilrudion  of  the  Proteibnt  and  Popifli  religion — 
thefatl'M'Nevin  having  diftindly  acknowledged  that  the  intcn« 
tioQ  Was  to  abolilh  all  church  eftablifhment,  and  not  to  have  any 
'!^bliflied  religion,  and  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  as  foon 
ciublilhi  the  Mahometan  as  the  Popi(h  religion,  though  he  was 
tu&felf  a  Roman  Catholic. 

\With  refpcdi  to  their  difmclination  to  negotiate  for  a  French 
«to  to  be  fent  into  this  kingdom  of  fufRcient  magnitude  to  con* 
.^uer It — the  idea  of  fetting  bounds  to  the  ambition  and  rapacity  of 
,that  power,  if  once  enabled  toeftablifli  itfelf  here,  is  too  abfurd  to 
dderve  any  notice;  but  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the 
OireAory  of  France  have  therefore  declined  to  fend  any  force  to 
this  country  which  will  not  enable  them  to  didtate  fuch  terms  to  it 
^they  may  think  fit,  although  it  appears  to  have  been  urged  to 
tbem,  on  the  part  of  the  Irifh  rebels,  particularly  by  Lord  Ed- 
Ward  Fitzgerald,  that  the  bed  expedient  for  accomplifhing  a  re- 
solution here  would  be,  to  difpatch  fad- falling  frigates  to  the  coaft 
with  fmall  bodies  of  troops,  and  conflderable  fupplies  of  arms  and 
,nilitary  (lores,  together  with  officers  qualified  to  difciplinc  the 
Irilh  peafantry;  but  from  a  letter  fuppofed  to  be  written  from 
Paris  by  Lewins,  the  Irifh  agent,  to  the  faid  Lord  Edward  Fitz- 
.g^rald,  which  he  read,  (horily  before  his  arreft,  to  John  Cor- 
ndck,  a  colonel  in  the  rebel  army  of  Dublin,  it  appeiirs  that  the 
Dircftory  of  France  difapprovcd  of  any  fuch  plan  of  carrying 
Acir  objc£l— the  terms  of  the  letter  are:  **  The  truflees  have 
"tfufed  to  advance  the  5000/.  on  the  fecurity ;  they  will  not  make 
aoypartial  advance  till  they. have  the  whole  Hun  ready/* 

Upon  a  review  of  this  fubjeft,  of  the  evidence  which  has  been 

oolleeled,  and  of  all  thofe  hAs  of  notoriety  which  have  taken  place 

l^tljis  kingdom  for  the  laft  eight  years,  your  Committee  feel 

.^imfelveb  fully  warranted  to  ftatc,  that  there  has  been,  during 
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the  whole  of  that  period,  a  fedttious  and  trearonaUc  faSlon  in 
this  country,  whole  objeA  has  been  to  fubvert  the  conftitutioo 
in  church  and  ftate,  and  to  feparate  Ireland  from  the  Britifli 
Crown,  by  inculcating  the  principles,  and  adopting  the  mcuis 
which  were  fuccefsfuUy  employed  to  abolifli  the  reltgion,  olOF- 
pftte  the  nobility,  and  fubvert  the  monarchy  of  F*nincer 
•'  Your  Committee  here  allude  to  the  addrelfes  whidi  were  for- 
warded at  an  early  period,  from  this  fusion  to  the  French  Nir 
tional  Aflembly,  to  their  commemorations  of  Fretich  feftivah, 
particularly  the  14th  of  July,  to  their  attempts  madetopervwt 
the  loyal  inftitution  of  volunteers  to  the  purpofes  of  rebellioHi  bf 
reviving  it  on  the  fydetn  of  the  French  national  guards;  tc^tbe 
inftitution  of  the  original  focreties  of  United  irilhmen,  their 
various  feditious  and  treafonable  publications  in  favour  of  the 
French  and  republican  fyftem,  vilrfying  and  degrading  the 
Government  and  Parliament  of  their  own  coimtry,  particalarly 
by  reprefenting  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  it  is  conftituted,  not 
to  be  a  legitimate  branch  of  the  Legiflature  j  that  it  was  in  in 
original  formation  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  peoplej  VoA 
has  continued  to  be  an  uferpation  on  them  ;  to  their  perfevering 
induftry  in  tfTuing  and  circulating  thefe  and  all  other  publicalioo^ 
at  the  cheapeft  rate  amongft  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  ^hich 
could  alienate  their  minds  from  the  duty  of  allegiance,  andiactfl' 
cate  the  principles  of  infubordination,  revolt,  and  irreligioD ;  u3 
to  their  attempts,  in  imitation  of  the  French  revolutionifts,  to-foi^ 
a  national  convention. 

Your  Committee  further  alhide  to  the  fyftem  of  organiaaiiot* 
which  they  have  already  detailed,  which  appears  to  them  to  har-^ 
been  formed  by  this  faftion  when  their  open  attempts  to  fubvert  tb*? 
conititution  were  fruftrated  by  the  Convention  Aft  ;  and  to  tk^ 
fee  ret  obligations  which  they  impofed  upon  their  aifociates,  to  thji^ 
dcteftion  and  punifliment. 

Your  Committee  farther  aHude  to  the  meafures  which  were piir-' 
liied  by  the  fame  fadiou  to  intimidate  the  refideut  gentlemen  ot  th^ 
country  by  midnight  attacks,    in  order  to  drive  them  from  thei' 
houfes,  or  to  enforce  their  connivance  or  fupport— a  courfe  which 
your  Committee  imderftand  was  purfued    with  fatal  fucccfs  in 
France ;  and  to  the  impudent  falfehoods  and  calumnies  propagated 
with  fimilar  induOry  by  the  fame  faftion,  and  by  their  parti£uisy 
reprefenting  the  means  to  which  the  Government  and  Parlitmrtfct 
were  compelled  to  rcfort,  for  the  fupprt:fnon  of  midnight  robberjF 
and  murder,  and  for  the  difcomfiture  of  rebeliion,^  as  the  fourceo* 
thefc  complicated  evils. 

Your  Committee  farther  allude  to  the  infidious  addrefs  uW hy 
the  fame  faction,  in  turning  to  their  purpofes  the  religious  feu^^ 
prejudices,  anddiftinftions oif  the  couatry^which  wese revived pri^^ 
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ipftUy  by  fhetr  wicked  machinations;  atone  time  flattering  the 
laffions  and  hopes  of  the  higher  order  of  the  Catholics,  at  the  mo- 
Dent  ID  which  they  meditated  their  dcllrudion,  and  at  another, 
kuBiulatiflig  the  lower  ranks  to  indifcriminate  acts  of  outrage  and 
CDgeaoce  againft  their  loyal  fellow-rubjcds. 

Your  Committee  farther  allude  1 1  the  plan  formed  by  the  fame 
lAiofH  of  arraying  and  regimenting  the  whole  mafs  of  the 
le^ple,  of  fiipplving  them  with  arms  and  ammunition  forced  from 
he  loyaU  ^nd  of  eliahliflilng  in  every  part  of  the  coiini.ry  manu- 
ifikorics  of  pikea  to  be  dillributcd  oniongil  the  lovveft  ranks  of  the 
veopiCa 

:Yotu:  Committee  farther  allude  to  the  early  difpofition  which  ap- 
imred  in  the  leaders  of  the  fame  fadion  to  corrcfpond  with  the 
nriiftg  powers  of  France,  to  obtain  French  alliilancc  in  their  revo- 
httionary  projects,  ami  to  the  regular  fyClem  which  they  aftcrwanls 
tftablilhed,  for  conncding  theinl'clves  with  the  Executive  Dtreittory 
of  the  French  republic,  wherein  they  appear  to  have  at^cd  as  the 
nling  po«  ers  of  the  country,  negotiating  treaties  and  loans  of 
iwne^  with  foreign  dates. 

Your  Committee  farther  alhidc  to  the  repeated  attempts  which 
hmt  been  made  by  the  fame  fadtion  to  fediice  the  King's  troops  of 
aUdefcriptionsfrom  their  allegiance,  and  their  attempts  to  deter  his 
Ifajefty's  loyal  fubje£ts  from  enrolling  thcmfclvcs  in  the  yeomanry 
eorps;  to  their  plans  of  infurrecliony  ma(r;icre,  and  confifcatioHp 
vhich  have  been  dearly  proved  againll  fome  of  their  loaders,  who 
have  been  convidled  of  treafon  by  due  courfc  of  law,  and  have  been 
Goafcfled  by  others  of  them  before  your  C.^ommittce  ;  and  above  alt, 
to  the  defperatc  project  of  the  fame  faction  to  corrupt  the  youth  of 
the  country,  by  introducing  their  organized  fyftem  of  treafon  into 
^univerfity  ;  which  attempt  was  happily  frulirated  by  the  timely 
interpofition  of  the  vifitors  of  Trinity  College,  and  by  the  high 
fpirit  of  honour  and  loyalty  of  the  great  body  of  fludents  in  4bat 
wned  feminary. 

Your  Committee  farther  allude  to  the  various  infurrcdions  which 
*eie  meditated,  as  well  as  thofe  which  have  adually  taken 
ylice;  to  the  late  deftruflivc  rebellion,  and  the  prefent  invafion 
hy  a  French  force,  which  yom;  Committee  feel  themfelves  war* 
'Med  in  dating  accurately  toiSXhdCpond  with  the  plan  of  revo- 
'tttioQizing  this  country,  which  *^s  recommended  by  Lord  Ed- 
ward Fitzgerald. 

.  It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  Government  and  Legif- 
^^tnre  being  fcnfible  of  the  dcfigns  thus  meditated  againft  the  corSti- 
'vtionof  this  kingdom,  felt  themfelves  bound  to  refift  every  demand 
^hich  WAS: made  upon  them  by  the  fame  fadion,  with  a  view  to 
.  tfefi  their  traitorous  purpofcs  \  andasil  appears  from  the  confeflion 
^  knot  of  xkt  moft  leading  and  notoibus  traitors  engaged  in  tins 

confpiracy, 
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confpitacy^  that  what  they  termed  Catholic  ematicipation  and  par» 
liamcntary  refornit  were  confidered  as  the  fureft  means  of  acconX'- 
plifhtng  their  rebcHioiis  projcfts,  your  Committee  cannot  butap— 
plaud  the  wifdom  and  difcretiun  of  Parliament  in  withholding  thciK* 
aflfent  to  fiich  wild  and  fatal  conceflions.  If  any  thing  was  wanting 
in  proof  of  their  wifdom,  it  is  fupplicd  by  a  rcfohition  entered  into 
by  the  rebel  provincial  commiciees  of  Ulfter  and  Leiniter  on  the 
19th  February  I798>  the  day  on  which  a  propofition  was  made  to 
your  Lordihips  of  conceflion  and  conciliation  to  the  pcopley  as  ai 
probable  meal'urc  to  tranquillize  the  country.  This  refolutioo  wata 
agreed  to  in  the  fame  words  and  on  the  fame  day,  19th  Febfu^cy 
1793,  by  two  provincial  committees,  one  afTemblcd  at  Annagtiv 
the  other  at  Dublin  ;  it  has  been  authenticated  to  yourCoramittecTy 
and  appears  to  have  been  officially  reported  to  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory of  llie  rebellious  Union,  and  is  in  the  following  words  :^ — ' 
"  Rcfolvcd,  that  wc  will  pay  no  attention  whatever  to  any  at-s 
tempt  that  may  be  made  by  cither  Houfe  of  Parliament  to  di- 
vert t!\e  public  mind  from  the  grand  objeft  we  have  in  view,  xs 
nothing  Oiort  of  the  complete  emancipation  of  our  country  will 
fatisfy  us." 

On  ilie  whole,  your  Committee  attribute  the  falvation  of  tKi* 
kingdom  to  the  vigorous  and  decifive  meafures  of  the  executiire 
governmcnr,  adopted  in  March  1797,  and  purfued  from  the  fain* 
period  ;  and  totlie  firmnefs  of  Parliament,  who,  always  difpofedtc^ 
promote  the  uxlfare  and  happinefs  of  the  people,  have  evinced  » 
determined  rcfolution  never  to  yield  to  the  artifices  of  traitor5» 
what  is  intended  only  for  the  fubvcrfion  of  the  conftitution. — But 
your  Commiiieo  think  it  their  bonnden  duty  to  ftate  (o  yoti*' 
Lordfliips,  that  although  it  appears  to  ihcm  that  the  fyftem  bi 
treafon  and  rebellion  w  hich  had  been  eftablilhcd,  is  for  the  preterit 
confiderably  fhakcn,  yet  that,  having  fatally  taken  deep  root  in  the 
country,  it  will  require  unceafing  vigilance  and  attention,  in  every 
department  of  the  iiate,  to  guard  againil  the  revival  of  it. 

Your  Committee  have  to  lament  deeply  the  facility  with  which 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people  maybe  feduced  from  their  allegiance, 
and  cannot  but  reprcfciit  to  your  Lordfhips  their  decided  opinioni 
that  no  eftbrt  ihould  remain  untried  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  c\.'il* 
which  they  have  invariably  fufFered  by  yielding  to  feduftion,  and^<> 
the  wicked  artifices  of  that  traitorous  aflbciation  which  has  already 
involved  them  in  extreme  and  complicated  miferies. 

Your  Committee  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  annex  by  way  of 

appendix  to  this  Report,  the  confeffions  of  their  treafons  made  on 

oath,  by  fomeof  the  moft  notorious  and  leading  traitors  who  have 

been  engaged  in  this  con fpi racy,  and  who  have  thrown  themfclv'^ 

on  his  Majefty's  clemency.-^ 

And  your  Committee  beg  leave  alfo  to  refer  your  Loirdihips  to th^ 
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^eportof  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  of  the  Houf^  of  C^^mmont, 
which  will  be  found  to  contain  moil  intereliingand  iniporiant  de- 
tails upon  this  fubjed,  all  of  which  are  fully  illudrated  and  proved 
in  tfae  Appendix  annexed  to  this  Report  *• 


Tb^  MmiJUrs  PUnipoteHt'iary  and  Envoys  Extraordinary  from  tin 
Unitid  States  of  /imerica  to  the  French  Republic^  to  the  Minifter 
ff  ExterUr  Relations*  • 

Citizen  Minifter, 

"^OUR  letter  of  the  28th  Ventofc  fi8th  March),  in  anfwer  to  a 
Tl    meinorial  of  the  underiigned,  dated  17th  January,  was  re- 
ceived the  day  after  its  date,  and  has  been  confidered  with  the  moll 
icrpedful  attention. 
.^Iri  that  memorial,  the  underfigned,  without  furniflilng  caufe 
for  reproach,  might  have  limited  themfelves  to  a  ftatemcnt  of  the 
Bumerous  and  well-founded  complaints  of  the  nation  they  repre- 
lent.    They  have  been  induced  to  extend  their  obfervations  to 
other  fubjefls,  by  that  fmcere  defire  to  re-eftabliih  harmony  and 
nmiual  confidence  between  the  two  republics,  which  the  govern- 
Qfcntof  the  United  States  has  never  ceafed  to  feel  and  to.exprefs. 
&ppofing  that  thofe  mifrcprefcntations  to  which  human  a&ions 
lii4  human  fentiments  mult  ever  continue  to  be  expofed,  might 
bave  imprefTed  on  the  mtnd  of  the  French  governmtnt,  occupied 
with  the  great  and-interefting  events  of  Europe,  the  unfounded  fuf- 

ficion  of  partiality,  on  the  part  of  America,  for  the  enemies  of 
ranee,  the  underfigned  cheriflied  the  hope  that  a  complete  revicvir 
of  the  condu£l  of  their  government,  accompanied  with  a  candid 
2nd  thorough  inveftigation  of  the  real  principles  on  which  that 
conduQ  vas  founded,  by  removing  prejudices,  might  rcftore  fcn- 
^lOeots  which  the  United  States  have  ever  fought,  and  flill  feek  to 
Prefcrvc. 

In  talcing  this  review,  it  was  obvious  that  a  minute  difcuflion  of 
^ry  particular  fadl  might  encumber  the  examination  with  details 
^hich  previous  explanations  had  rendered  unnecelTary,  and  there- 
fore it  was  confined  to  thofe  leading  mcafurcs  of  which  the  parti- 
^iar  cafes  were  the  necelfary  refult.  The  underfigned,  however, 
declared,  and  they  ftill  declare,  that  if  the  government  of  the 
United  States  has  given  juft  caufe  e(  complaint  to  that  of  France, 
jn  any  cafe,  they  are  ready  to  confidcr  and  to  compcnfatc  the 
"ijury:    that  negotiation,  the  opening  of  which  they  have  for 

l:*  The  fame  reufuns  that  occafioned  the  omiflion  of  the  Appendix  to  the 
'Report  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  of  the  Il(  ufe  uf  Commons,  have  in- 
duced tis  to  omit  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy 

^  tlie  Houfe  of  Lords. 

••  ■ 
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nesrly  fix  months  unremittingly  folicited  and  patiently  attendc 
would,  if  entered  upon,  dcinonflrate  the  fincerity  of  this  dec! 
lation* 

Still  animated  by  the  fame  fpirtt  which  has  di^latecl  all  their  c 
forts  to  approach  this  republic,  dill  fearching  to  remove  uni 
vourable  impreflions  by  a  candid  difplay  of  tniths^  and  a  frai 
mantfeftatiou  of  the  principles  which  have  really  governed  t 
United  StateSt  and  ftiU  endeavouring  thereby  to  facilitate  the  r 
ftoration  of  harmony  between  two  nations  which  ought  to  be  ti 
friends  of  each  other,  the  underfigned  will  lay  before  you  tl 
reful4  of  their  refledions  on  your. letter  of  the  28th  Ventd 
Whatever  force  you  may  pleafe  to  allow  to  their  obfervatioii 
the  rclaiive  fituation  of  the  two  republics,  it  is  hoped,  will  a 
fail  to  convince  you  that  they  proceed  from  the  mott  perfeft  coi 
vi^lion  of  their  judice* 

You  contend,  Citizen  Minider,  that  the  priority  of  compIaL 
is  on  the  fide  of  France,  and  that  thofemcafures  which  have  fp  11 
jured  and  oppreded  the  people  of  the  United  States,  have  bee 
produced  by  the  previous  conduA  of  their  government. 

To  this  the  underfigned  will  now  only  obferve,  that  if  FflUM 
can  judly  complain  of  any  ad  of  the  government  of  the  Unite 
States,  whether  that  ad  be  prior  or  fubfequent  to  the  wrongs  n 
ceiyed  by  that  government,  a  difpofition  and  a  wi(h  to  do  in  tt 
cafe  what  jtidice  and  frienddiip  may  require  isopealy  avowed,  ap 
will  continue  to  be  manifeded. 

Your  complaints  againd  the  United  States  may  be  dal&d  uxuk 
three  heads : 

jfti  The  inexecution  of  their  treates  with  France. 

adly.  The  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation  formci 
with  Great  Britain. 

?dly.  The  conduft  of  their  government  fmce  that  treaty* 
f  the  underfigned  fliall  be  difappointed  in  their  hope  to  convino 
you,  that  on  no  one  of  thefe  points  can  their  government  be  jiiftl] 
inculpated,  yet  they  perfuade  themfelves  that  the  demondratioQ  0 
the  good  faith  and  upright  intention  with  which  it  has  ever  aficd 
will  be  complete  and  fatisfaftory.  This  being  proved,  and  ^ 
tender  of  com  pen  fation  for  any  unintentional  wrong  being  made,  9 
bafe  for  accommodation  is  offered,  which  they  muft  yet  hopewii 
be  acceptable  to  France. 

id.  rhe  inexecution  of  the  treaties  between  the  United  State 
and  France.  Under  this  head  you  complain,  fird.  That  from th 
commencement  of  the  war,  the  American  tribunals  have,  in  v* 
fed,  pretended  to  the  right  of  takinp:  cognifance  of  the  validity  fl' 
prizes  brought  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

adly.  That  againd  the  textual  fenfe  of  the  treaty,  the  govetO- 
ment  has  permitted  the  diips  of  the  enemy  to  come  to  in  tbcd 
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s,"  after  having  captured  property  or  vefTels  belonging  to  French 
ens, 

ily.  That  it  has  ordered  the  arrcfl  of  a  national  corvette,  an- 
edin  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  the  arrcflation  has  cx- 
cd  to  the  captain  commandant. 

hly.  The  refufal  to  provide  the  means  to  execute  the  confular 
•crttion. 

'hefc  complaints  fhall  be  confidcred  in  the  order  in  which  they 
Ttade. 

I.  **  From  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  American  tri- 
ds  have,  in  effect,  pretended  to  the  right  of  taking  cognifance 
tc  validity  of  prizes  brought  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States- 
•rench  cruifcr?." 

ou  have  not  been  p1eafi.d  to  ftatc  a  cafe  in  which  this  right  has 
I  aflferted,  and  the  undcrligncd  are  pcrfuadcd  that  no  fuch  cafe 
•s; 

ar  from  aflerting  ir,  the  government  of  America  has  exprefs!y 
limed  it.  Mr.  JeiFcrfon,  the  then  fecretary  of  ftate,-  in  his 
r  to  Mr.  Morris  of  the  i6ih  of  Augufl  1793,  which  letter 
laid  before  the  French  government,  declares,  **  that  the 
*d  States  do  not  pretend  any  ri^'ht  to  try  the  validity  of  captures 
J  on  the  high  feas  by  France,  or  any  other  nation,  on  its 
lies. 

Thefe  qucftions  belone,  of  common  ufage,  to  the  fovereign  of 
aptor,  and  whenever  it  is  necelfaryto  determine  them,  refort; 
be  had  to  his  courts.     This  is  the  cafe  provided  for  in  the 
article  of  the  treaty,  whi«:h  fays,  that  fuch  prizes  fhall  not  be 
led,  nor  cognifance  taken  of  the  validity  thereof  ;  a  ftipula- 
much  infifled  on  by  Mr,  Genet  and  the  cnnfuls,  and  which' 
ever  thought  of  intrincvng  or  queftioning." 
r.  Randolph,  the  fuccelFor  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  in  his  letter  to 
Fatichet,     of  the   29Jh   May    1795,    fays,  *' As  to   prizes 
J  by  Irga!  cruifcrs  on  the  high  feas,  it  never  was  the  intention^ 
e  Prefident  to  interpofe,  he  having  abftaincd  (as  the  17th  ar* 
of  our  treaty  of  commerce  imports)  from  examining  into  their 
ilnefs.'* 

r.  Monroe,  in  his  letter  to  your  predcceflTor,  of  the  15th 
:h  1796,  fays,  "  You  will  obferve,  I  admit  the  principle,' 
)rize  was  taken  upnn  the  high  feas,  and  by  a  privateer  fitted* 
ivithin-the  rejuiblic,  or  iis  dominions,  that  in  fuch  cafe 
'0<irts  have  no  rii^ht  to  take  cognifance  of  its  validity.  But 
ly  cafe  of  this  kind  alleged?  I  prefumc  none  Isorcarf'be 
n.'» 

It  the  United  States  have  deemed  it  an  indifpenfable  duty  to  pre- 
h  far  as  they  could  prevent,  the  pra^icc  of  hoftility  againft 
fts  wiih  whom  they  were  at  peace,  within  their  own  limits, 
'  privateers  fitted  out  in  their  own  ports. 
OL.  VII,  3  F  ^^^ 
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For  the  reifbning  of  their  government  in  fupport  of  tiiis  deci^ 
(ion,  the  underfiL^ned  will  again  rete^  to  the  ktter  of  Mr.  Jeffer-^ 
foa  already  quoted : 

*^  Another  dcdlrine  advanced  by  Mr.  (lenet  is,  that  our  court  m 
can  take  no  cognifance  of  qiicllions,  whether  vcffels  held  by 
them  as  prizes,  are  lawful  prizes*  or  not ;  that  this  jiirifdiAioKi 
belongs  exclufively  to  their  confulates  here,  which  have  bee«% 
btely  ereded  by  the  National  Alltmbly  into  complete  courts  &€ 
admiralty. 

*^  Let  us  confider,  firfi,  what  is  the  extent  of  the  jurifdiAion 
which  the  confulates  of  France  may  rightfully  exercife  hero* 
£very  nation  has,  of  natural  right,  entirely  and  exclufively,  ftl| 
the  jurifdi£lion  which  may  be  rightfully  cxcrcifcd  in  the  terrjitory  if 
occupies.  If  it  cedes  any  portit^n  of  that  jt.'iiUidlioa  to  judjcesip-f 
pointed  by  another  nation,  the  limits  of  tlicir  power  mufl  depclid 
ntpon  the  iodrument  of  ceflion.  "^Ihc  Uiiited  States  and  France 
have,  by  their  confular  convention,  given  mutually  to  their  cor>- 
fuls  jurifdidion  in  certain  cafes  efpcciaily  enunierated*  But-ths^ 
convention  gives  to  neither  the  power  of  etl^blifliing  complete 
courts  of  admiralty  within  the  territory  of  the  other,  nor  even  of 
deciding  the  particular  qtieflion  of  prize  or  not  prize.  The  COA^ 
fulates  of  France  then  cannot  take  judicial  cognifance  of  .tbofP 
gueftions  here. 

*^  Of  this  opinion  Mr.  Genet  was  when  he  wrote  his  letter  of 
May  27th,  wherein  he  promifes  to  correct  the  error  of  the  GOfiful 
at  Charlefton,  of  whom  in  my  letter  of  the  i5th  I  had  complaioe4 
as  arrogating  to  himfelf  that  jurifdidion  ;  though  in  his  fubfe* 
quent  letters  he  has  thought  proper  to  embark  in  the  Errors  of  bii 
confuls. 

*^  The  real  queftion  is,  whether  the  United  States  have  npt  H 
fight  to  protect  vcffels  within  their  waters,  and  on  their  coafts  ' 
The  Grange  was  taken  within  the  Delaware,  between  the  (horef 
of  the  Jerfeys  and  of  the  Delaware  ilaie,  and  feveral  miles  above 
it«  mouth.     The  fcizing  of  her  was  a  flagrant  violation  of  the 
jurifdidion  of  the  United  States.     Mr.  Genet,  howeyer,  infteadj    | 
pf  apologizing,  takes  great  merit  in  his  letters  for  giving  h^r  up* 
The  William  is  faid  to  have  been  taken  within  twp  mv}es  of  thf 
Ihores  of  the  United  States.     When  the  admiralty  declined  cogoi* 
fance  of  the  cafe,  ihe  was  delivered  to  the  French  con fvil,  accord- 
ing  to  my  letter  of  June  25th,  to  be  kept  until  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  fhould  examine  into  the  cafe  ;  and  Mr.  Genet  W4i 
defired,  by  my  letter  of  June  29th,  to  have  them  furniflied  wvi^l^ 
the  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  captors,  as  to  the  place  of  captures 
yet  to  this  day  it  has  never  been  done.     The  brig  Fanny  was  al' 
leged  to  be  taken  within  five  miles  from  our  (bore  ;    the  Catbfl* 
fine  within  two  mile^  and  a  half.     It  is  an  eflential  attribute  d 
the  jurifdidion  of  every  country  to  preftrve  peac$  and  puniflia^ 
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hi    breach  of  ir,  tnd  to  rcftore  property  taken  by  force  within  its 
Virrrits^    Were  the  armed  vcfTel  of  any  nation  to  cut  away  one  of 
oar  own  from  the  wharves  of  Philadelphia!  and  to  ch(X)fe  to  call  it 
t  prize,  would  this  exclude  us  from  the  right  of  redrefling  the 
iwrongf  Were  it  the  vcflTcl  of  another  nation,  are  wc  not  equally 
botind  to  proteA  it  whik  within  our  limits?  Were  it  feized  in  any 
other  waters  or  on  the  (hores  of  the  United  States,  the  right  of  re- 
Arelliftg  it  is  ftill  the  fame :  and  humbled  indeed  would  be  our  con- 
dition, were  wc  ohliged  to  depend  for  that  on  the  will  of  a  foreign 
Conful,  or  on  any  negotiaiion  with  diplomatic  agents.     Accord- 
io^y  this  right  of  protediion  within  its  waters,  and  to  a  rea- 
fonabie  diftanceoti  its  coafts,  has  been  acknowledged  by  every  na- 
Aoni  and  denied  to  none;  and  if  the  property  feized  be  yet  within 
thrir  power,  it  is  their  right  and  duty  to  redrefs  the  wrong  them- 
kins, 

;;  ^•Prance  herfcif  has  aflerted  the  right  in  herfelf,  and  recognifcd 
it  iti  us,  in  the  6th  article  of  our  treaty,  where  we  mutually  fti- 
i    puhte  that  we  will,  by  all  the  means  in  our  power  (riot  by  nego- 
tiation), proteA  and  defend  each  other's  veiTels  and  effefts  in  our 
(otti  or  roads,  or  on  the  feas  near  our  countries,  and  recover  and 
nftore  the  fame  to  the  right  owners.     The  United  Netherlands, 
fnffia,  and  Sweden,  have  recognifed  it  alfo  in  treaties  with  us  ; 
I    VKJ  indeed  it  is  a  (landing  formule  inferted  in  almofl  all  the  treaties 
^  ail  nations,  and  proving  the  principle  to  be  acknowledged  by 
■    «ll  nations.*' 

-Ittthe  letter  of  Mr.  Randolph  to  Mr.  Fauchet,  already  cited, 

that  gentleman  refumes  this  fubjed,  and  Mr.  Fauchet  in  anfwer 

fcjfi,   "  Tht  admiralty  courts  have  always  ceded  to  the  entreaties 

^our  enemies  for  their  intervention  in  prize  caufes:  in  truth, 

^uently  and  almoft  conftantly,   by   uflng  the  double  plea  of 

^*Mch  yfni  fpoke  to  me,  that  is  to  fay,  by  arguing  either  of  feizure 

^thin  the  jurifdidion  line  of  the  United  States,  or  of  armament 

^augmentation  of  armament  of  the  capturing  vefTels  in  their 

jhvts.     On  this  fubjeft.  Sir,  you  requcft  me  to  fpecify  a  circum- 

Hince  where  a  prize  was  arrelled,  wliich  did  not  come  under  that 

denomination  ;  and  you  take  the  trouble  to  eftablifh,  that  they 

JllHre  a  right  to  intervene  in  every  cafe  that  can  be  brought  under 

thofe  heads*     In  the  firll  place,  Sir,  I  never  have,  at  leaft  to  mf 

tvcolledton,  contcftcd  the  right  of  your  courts,  or  of  the  go- 

%^rnnient,  to  interfere  in  matters  of  the  nature  of  thofe  you  men* 

tian." 

It  would  feem  to  be  inconteftabic,  that  the  principle  aflerted  by 
the  United  States,  which  indeed  is  an  unqueiilonable  principle, 
li*6  been  admitted  in  its  utm(^(l  latitude  by  France.  It  is  believed 
thsit  in  the  execution  of  this  principle,  the.  government  and  tribu« 
tell  have  only  been  guided  by  a  fenle  of  duty  and  the  obligations  of 
^kftroot    If  in  any  cafe  that  can  be  fcleded,  wrong  has  uninten* 
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tionally  been  committed,  that  wrong  has  grown  incvii 
of  the  fitua^ion  of  the  United  States^  and  of  the  condu£ 
fons  they  have  been  iniable  to  control,  and  will  with  rea 
corrected. 

adly.  **  That  againft  (he  textual  fenfc  of  the  treaty,  th< 
ment  has  pcrmiited  ihe  Iliips  of  the  enemy  to  come  to  in  th 
after  having  captured  property  or  vcffcls  belonging  to  Fi 
lizcns.** 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  you  have  not  been  pleafed  to  ( 
particular  cafe,  if  the  cafe  be  founded  on  a  fadt,  winch  I 
fefted  this  permillion  ;  or,  if  it  be  founded  in  principle,  tl 
difference  between  the  con(tru^\ion  given  by  the  Prefidei 
United  Slates  to  the  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of 
1778,  relatrvc  to  this  fubjcft,  and  that  for  which  yon  may 
For  the  want  of  fuch  a  guide,  the  under figned  may  difcufs 
fary  points,  without  giving  you  complete  fatisfuc^ion  on  th 
in  your  mind  may  conlHtute  the  real  difficulty. 

The  17th  tirticie  is  in  thefe  words  :  "  It  Ihall  be  lawf 
ihips  of  war  of  either  party,  and  privateers,  freely  to  c; 
thcrfoever  they  pleafe,  the  fhips  and  goods  taken  from  t 
mies,  without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duty  to  the  office 
admiralty,  or  other  judges;  nor  (hall  fuch  prizes  be  a 
feized  when  they  come  to  or  enter  the  ports  of  either  party ; 
the  fearchers  or  other  officers  of  thofe  places  fearch  the 
make  examination  concerning  the  lawfulnefs  of  fuch  pr 
they  may  hoift  fail  at  any  time,  and  depart,  and  carry  th 
to  the  places  exprclFed  in  their  commillions,  which 
manders  of  fuch  (hips  of  war  Ihall  be  obliged  to  Ihou 
contrary,  no  (hcltcr  or  refui;e  (hall  be  given  in  their  poi 
as  (hall  have  made  prize  of  the  fubjeds,  people,  or  pi 
either  of  the  parties  ;  but  if  fuch  ihall  come  in,  being 
ftrefs  of  weather  or  the  dangers  of  the  fea,  all  proper  m< 
be  vigoroiilly  ufed  that  they  go  out  and  retire  from  them 
as  poliible.**  Do  you  contend.  Citizen  Minilicr,  that  t 
ought  to  be  rigidly  confhucd  according  to  its  letter  ?  If  ; 
becomes  neceitarv  to  afcertain  what  are  the  difabilities 
its  letter  really  fubjtfls  the  velfcls  belonging  to  the  ei 
France.  They  are,  lil,  That  no  (heltcror  refuge  Ihal 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  the  (hips  of  war  or  j 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  which  (hall  have  made  prize  ot 
jefts,  people,  or  property  of  France. — 2dly,  1  hat  if  1 
of  war  or  privateers  Ihall  come  in,  being  forced  by 
weather  or  the  danger  of  the  fcas,  all  proper  means 
vigoroufly  ufed  that  they  go  out  and  retire  from  thence  9 
poffible. 

The  letter  of  the  article  does  not  exclude  generally  th 
war  belonging  to  the  enemy,  but  jhofc  only  which  h 
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of  the  fubjcSs,  people,  or  property'of  France.  That  th« 
(hall  have  oiade  a  pri^c  is  a  part,  and  an  cirential  part,  of  the 
ption.  Whether  the  vcirel  be  or  be  not  within  this  defcrip- 
s  a  fa£t,  the  afcertainmcnt  of  which  mull  precede  the  mca- 
to  be  taken  in  confequence  of  that  facl.  When  the  fadt  (hall 
been  afoertaincd,  the  letter  of  the  article  denies  refuge  or 
)T  to  the  (hip  of  war  or  privateer,  but  not  to  the  prize  v\hich 
have  been  made.  Yon  well  know,  Ciiizcn  Minif^cr,  that  if 
Jttcr  of  the  article  is  to  be  fvt  up  againlt  its  fpirit,  when  the 
er  is  moll  favourable  to  the  views  of  .France,  the  letter  mult 
>e  adhered  to,  though  it  ihouki  coimtcradl  thofc  views.  The 
ion  of  the  United  States  bound  them  to  obferve,  between 
)e]ligerent  powers,  an  exa(5f  neutrality,  in  ail  cafes  where 
previous  treaties  had  not  iiipulated  advantages  or  impofed 
ilities. 

iHjy  could  not  rcfnfe  to  one  belligerent  power  thofe  rights  of 
ary  hofpitality  which  were  enjoyed  by  others,  which  the  com-'' 
ufages  of  nations  permit,  and  which  were  fordidden  by  no 
:ular  treaty.  Such  refufal  would  have  been'  iiianifeftJv  par- 
and  a  plain  departure  froin  that  neutral  polition  in  which  the 
sd  States  iound  themfelves,  and  which  good  faith,  integrity, 
their  belt  interefls  impelled  them  rciigiouUy  to  maintain. 
;circumftanced,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  government  to  give  its 
X)nilru6lion  to  a  treaty  granting  advantages  to  one  of  the  bel- 
;Dt  powers,  and  impofingdifabilities  on  another.  In  fearch- 
Mr  this  true  con(lru<iHon,  its  bell  judgment  ought  to  be  exer* 
I  and  the  diclates  of  that  judgment  ouii^ht  to-be  obeyed.  The 
id  States  have  done  fo  :  they  have  r'.'fufcd  (lielter  in  their  ports 
e  prizes  made  on  the  French  republic,  or  to  the  (hips  of  war 
gingxo  the  enemy  and  accompanying  fuch  prizes.  . 
ley  have  permitted  (hips  of  war,  not  bringing  prizes  with 
I  to  remain  in  their  poits,  without  inftituting  tribunals  to  in- 
whether  fuch  Ihips  have  at  any  time  captured  French  citi« 
or  French  property.  The  rcaloning  on  which  this  dccidon 
ibunded,  and  which  appears  to  the  under figned  to  have  been 
uAve,  will  not  now  be  repeated.  It  has  been  detailed  in  fe* 
letters  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
ier  of  France  in  Philadelphia.  I'he  underligned  w  ill  only 
re,  that  the  conllrudlion  fuppofed  to  be  juft,  and  for  that  rca- 
lually  put  upon  the  article,  is  believed  to  be  more  favourable 
:he  literal  conllrnflion  to  the  interefts  of  France. 
ps  of  war  which  have  made  prizes  on  this  republic,  if  they 
the  ports  of  the  United  Slates  without  fuch  prizes,  ought 
1^  under  the  letter  of  the  article,  to  be  ordered  to  depart  as 
IS  the  fa£l  can  have  been  afcertaincd  ;  but  the  prizes  them- 
are  permitted  to  remain  in  fafety.  By  the  adual  conltruftion, 
of  war  entering  withgut  a  pri^e  is  pernuttt;d  to  remaini  but 

all 
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•It  (helter  is  refused  to  ft  ihip  of  war  which  is  accompanied  by  \ 
prize,  and  alfo  to  the  prize  icfelf.  It  would  feldom  happen  thati 
ihip  of  war,  not  driven  in  bj  ftrefs  ^f  weather,  or  the  danger  o 
tlie  Teas,  would  wi(h  toconMnuein'port  longer  than  the  time  whid 
would  unavoidably  be  confumcd  in  afcertaining  the  fad  of  hci 
hanng  made  a  prize,  but  it  miift  often  happen  that  a  prize  oos 
excluded  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  would  find  (helterii 
them  if  the  literal  con(lru£kion  of  the  treaty  (hould  be  adopted. 

This  expofition  given  by  the  United  States  to  this  artide  wc 
made  known  in  1793 — I^^f^n^^c  has  never  fignified  a  wrih  that  ttM 
literal  conftrudion  throughout  (huuld  be  purfued.  This  ftrengtbiM 
the  opinion  entertained  by  the  underfignedi  that  the  rule  on  thi 
fubjedy  fo  early  edablifhed  by  the  American  government,  iscov 
fidered  by  the  republic  as  more  favourable  to  its  interefts  thaii 
rule  conforming  entirely  to  the  letter  of  the  article. 

3dly.  *^  The  government  of  the  United  States  has  oidereddK 
arreft  of  a  national  corvette  *  anchored  in  the  port  of  PhiliMi 
phia,  and  the  arrcftatiou  has  been  extended  to  the  captain  com^ 
xnandant." 

The  underfigned  beg  leave  to  (late  the  cafe  which  is  the  fonail' 
ation-  of  this  complaint.  In  the  ftatement  itfelf  they  wi 
will  be  found  a  complete  juftihcation  of  the  condudt  of  the  UnM 
States. 

The  Cadius,  under  the  name  of  <<  les  Jumeanx^'*  was  find 
and  armed  for  a  veiTel  of  war  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia^  in  W 
lation  of  a  law  of  the  United  States.  In  December  1794,  havtoj 
efcaped  from  the  port  to  defcend  the  river,  orders  were  given- K 
the  militia  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  to  intercept  her.  The  il 
tempt  was  made,  and  failed.  The  crew  of  les  Jumcaux,  Whic^ 
was  unexpcdedly  found  to  be  very  nuaverous,  reliiled  the  oSoei 
who  went  on  board,  manned  their  cannon  and  brought  them  i 
l>car  on  the  cutter  in  which  the  militia,  about  forty  in  numbei 
were  embarked.  Their  farce  being  inadequate  to  the  enterpriii 
they  retired  with  an  intention  to  return  the  next  day  with  a  itii 
forcement.  Ihey  did  fo,  but  les  Jumeaux  had  failed  and  gonei 
fea.  The  agent,  Mr.  Guenet,  by  whom  les  Jumeaux  h»d  bee 
fitted  out,  was  tried  at  the  circuit  court  in  Philadelphia,  cof 
viSed  of  the  offence,  and  received  fentence  of  fine  and  imp? 
fonment. 

Les  Jumeaux  proceeded  to  St.  Domingo;  Samuel  B.  Davis, 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  there  took  the  command  of  her^  wii 
a  commidion  from  the  French  government.  Davis  probably  fidk 
from  Philadelphia  in  les  Jumeaux,    for   the  purpofe  of  <filBli 
taking  the  command  of  her.     Her  name  was  now  cbaiigid'i 
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^  le  Cftffius,''  and  on  a  cruife  (he  took  a  fchooner  called  the  WiU 
liam  Lindfay,  belonging  to  MefTrs.  Yard  and  Ketland  of  Phila<» 
delpbia,  Mr.  Ketland  having  purchafed  an  intereft  in  her  alter 
her  failing.  The  fchooner  and  her  cargo  were  condemned  as  prize 
It  St.  Domingo.  InAugufti7959  Captain  Davis,  commanding 
the  CaiSus»  came  with  her  to  Philadelphia ;  ihe  was  immediately 
known.  Mr.  Yard,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  an  indemnification 
for  the  lofs  of  the  fchooner  and  her  cargo,  libelled  the  Cailius  in 
the  Diilrid  Court,  and  caufed  the  captain  to  be  arrefted.  Soon 
iftrr,  the  Supreme  Court  being  in  feflion.  Captain  Davis's  counfei 
•fplied  for  ajid  obtained  a  prohibition  to  the  Diitrid  Court  to  (lop 
its: proceedings,  by  which  the  fuitsboth  againft  him  and  le  Caflius 
were  defeated.  The  prohibition  was  granted  on  this  principle, 
that  the  trial  of  prizes  taken  without  the  jurifdi£lion  of  the  United 
States,  and  carried  to  places  within  the  jurifdi&ton  of  France  for 
l^icatioD,  by  French  veflels,  and  all  queftions  incidental  to  it, 
Uoiig  excluPively  to  the  French  tribtinals ;  and  confequently  that 
iu  vcSels  of  war,  and  their  officers,  are  not  liable  to  procefs  of 
ourcourts,  predicated  upon  fuch  capture  and  fubfcquent  proceeding 
within  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  French  government. 

McflTrs.  Yard  and  Ketland  having  failed  to  obtain  indemnifica- 

tioD  ia  this  mode,  procured  new  procefs  on  the  information  of 

Mr.  Ketland,  to  be  iflucd  from  the  Circuit  Court,  by  which  le 

Cifiua  was  attached  as  a  velfel  armed  and  equipped  as  a  (hip  of 

vtvin  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  with  intent  to  cruife  and  commit 

^filitiea  againft  nations  with  whom  the  United  States  were  at 

peace,  in  violation  of  the  ad  of  Congrefs  prohibiting  fuch  arma- 

QKQt.     Mr.  Adet  complained  that  the  procefs  was  taken  out  of 

the  Circuit  Court,  becaufe,  as  he  alleged,  it  hadno  jiirifdi&ion, 

snJ  that  it  would  be  attended  with  delay,  that  court  fitting  but 

^ice  a  year  ;    whereas  the  Diftrid  Court,  in  which  it  was  faid 

Uieprofecution,  if  at  all  permitted,  Jhould  have  been  commenced, 

VHsralways  open.     Gentlemen  of  legal  knowledge  were  confulted 

on  the  point  of  jurifdidion  in  this  cafe,  and  they  were  decided  in 

<kir  opinion  that  the  Circuit  Court  had  jurifdidion,  and  exclu- 

fiwcly  of  the  Diftrid  Court.     The  government  of  the  United 

tBiites  had  no  pan  in  originating  this  profccution  ;  and  the  diftrid 

^tomey,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  took  meafures  at  each 

<erm  of  the  Circuit  C-ourt  to  prepare  the  caufe  for  trial,  and  on  a 

|Mqi  calculated  to  defeat  the  profecution.     At  length,  in  0£lober 

t^rm  1796,  the  caufe  was  brought  to  an  hearine.     In  the  courfe 

^ihfl  argument,  the  quelUon  of  jurifdidion  prelentcd  itfelf.  The 

5iourt  adjourned  until  next  day  to  confider  of  it,  and  the  following 

1Bx>niingdifmi(red  the  fuit. 

The  underfigned  may  be  permitted  to  a(k,  whether  in  a  change 
pf  |i|walion,  ~ placing  Fiance  precifely   in  the  circumilances  of 

thf 
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xhc  United  States,  cither  the  corvette  or  her  captain  would 
cleaptd  ? 

4thly.  "  The  rcfnfal  to  provide  the  menus  to  execute  the  coi 
convention  of  tl.c  14th  N'>vcmber  i7^^8.'* 

As  you  have  not  fclc6led  tlic  pariicnlar  parts  of  this  conve 
fiippt)rcd  to  remain  uncxccnttd,  the  underligned  muft  neccf 
confider  the   more  definite  chiTgcs  hcrelotuie  made  on  the 
!uhjc6l  as  being  adopted  by  you. 

Yunr  predcctllbr  in  office,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Monrt 
the  lyih  Vcntole,  4th  year  (i)ih  March  1796),  complains, 
'Ihat  the  chiiile  granting  to  French  c<nifiils  the  right  ofjuc 
cxchiiively  in  difpntcs  between  Frenchmen,  h  become  illufor 
the  want  of  laws  giving  ihcm  the  means  of  having  their  dcci 
executed. 

2d!y.  The  right  of  caiifing  mariners  ivho  defcrt  to  be  arrc 
is  rendered  inclfcc^ual,  becaufe  the  judges  charged  by  the 
vith  ilTuing  the  mandates  df  arreli  have  lately  required  the 
fentation  of  the  original  roll  of  the  crev'.  in  contempt  of  the 
article  admitting  in  the  tribunals  of  both  powers,  copies  cert 
by  the  conful. 

It  is  then  undcrflood  to  be  rcqnircd, 

ift.  That  the  ollicc-rs  of  the  United  States  (h  on  Id  execute 
judgments  of  the  confuls  : 

2dly.  That  the  judges  of  the  United  States  fliould  ilTueinan^ 
of  arreft  againft  pcrfons  charged  with  being  dcfcrtcrs,  withe 
view  of  the  original  roll  of  the  crew. 

It  is  verv  itiltlv  obferved  bv  Mr.  fefFcrfon,  in  his  letter  to 
Morris,  which  has  been  alreadv  cited,  that  "  every  nation 
of  natural  right,  entirely  and  cxcliinvely  all  the  jurifdiftion  vf 
may  be  rightfully  exerciffr-d  in  the  territory  it  occupies.  If  it  c 
any  portion  of  that  jurifdiflion  to  judges  appointed  by  anothei 
tion,  the  limits  of  their  power  muft  depend  upon  the  inftruma 
ceilion.^*  The  parries  to  the  convention  profefs  its  objcd  tc 
**  to  define  and  eftabliih  in  a  reciprocal  and  permanent  mannei 
funftions  and  privilege*;  of  confuls  and  vice-confuls." 

It  is  to  be  expected  then,  as  well  from  the  intention  of  the  < 
vcntion  eftablifhing  the  tribunal,  as  from  the  nature  of  the 
bunal  itfcif,  which  is  a  foreign  court,  conftituted  by  a  foreigr 
thority,  governed  by  foreign  laws,  and  amenable  for  its  con 
to  a  foreign  government,  that  no  power  is  to  be  implied,  and 
it  poflcfrcs  no  capacity  which  is  notexprefsly  given  to  it.  T< 
certain  then  the  precife  extent  of  the  ftipulation,  let  the  convek) 
itfelf  be  confidered. 

The  firii  point  rcfts  excluflvely  on  the  T2th  article,  whichi 
thefe  words:  *'  All  differences  and  fuits  between  the  fubj 
of  his  moll  Chridian  Majclly  in  the  United  States,  or  httvk 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  within  the  dominions  of  the  r 
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IThriflian  King».  and  particularly  all  difputcs  relative  to  the  wages 
ind  terms  of  engagement  cf  the  crews  of  the  reipeflive  veffels, 
lad  all  differences,  of  whatever  nature  they  may  be,  which 
nay  arife  between  the  privates  of  the  faid  crews,  or  between  any 
)f  them  and  their  captains,  or  between  the  captains  of  diiFerent 
reflels  of  theft  nations,  fhall  be  determined  by  the  refpediive  con- 
Tuls  and  vice-confuls,  either  by  a  reference  to  arbitrators,  or  by  a 
fummary  judgment,  and  without  cofts.  No  officer  of  the  country, 
civil  or  military,  ihall  interfere  therein,  or  take  any  part  what* 
ever  in  the  matter:  and  the  appeals  from  the  laid  confular 
fentences  (ball  be  carried  before  the  tribunals  of  France  or  of 
the  United  States,  to  whom  it  may  appertain  to  take  cognifance 
thereof." 

In  this  article  no  engagement  is  made  to  furnifli  the  means  of 

executing  confular  judgments.     If  therefore  the  preceding  pofi- 

tioDS  be  juft,  there  is  an  end  of  the  queftion.     But  other  argu- 

meats  prefent  themfelves  in  fupport  of  the  conftrudion  contended 

for  by  the  United  States.     I'he  confular  authority  in  a  foreign 

ooontry  is  ufually  either  voluntary,  or  enforced  by  the  laws  of  the 

nation  to  which  the  confuls  belong,  and  which  may  bind  their 

own  citizens  or  fubje£ts  under  penalties  to  be  infiided  on  their  Te-> 

turn,  or  otherwife.     Upon  this  idea  it  was  fufficient  to  (lipulatc 

apermiflion  of  the  jurifdi£iion,  in  exclufion  of  the  courts  of  the 

country  t  on  any  other  idea,  it  would  have  been  ncceflary  to  have 

tipulated  explicitly  and  perhaps  in  detail,  the  manner  in  which 

tti  fentences  (hou Id  be  executed.    To  accede  to  the  demands  of 

Fiance,  would  be  to  ere£L  in  a  foreign  country  complete  courts 

^juftice,  with  cfFcdual  procefs  to  compel  the  appearance  of 

Forties  and  witneiTes,  and  to  execute  their  decifions.     And  as  the 

tanladioos  in  commerce  could  not,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 

Coafitted  to  foreigners  alone,  the  citizens  of  the  country  mu(l  often 

Iteneceflary  witneflfes  to  thofe  tranfadions,    and  of  courfc  ren- 

doed  amenable  to  this  foreign  jurifdi&ion  in  their  own  country  ; 

^Aeieas  the  jurifdidlion  granted  by  the  article,  is  only  of  French 

Coofuls  over  French  citizens  in  the  United  States,  and  recipro- 

|2ally  of  American  confuls  over  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 

^  France.   Thia  would  be  to  extend,  by  implication,  the  autho^ 

Htf  of  A  foreigner  over  perfons  not  contemplated  by  the  treaty  as 

^jcA  to  it.     The  article  declares  too,  **  that  no  officer  of  the 

^oootry^  civil  or  military,    (hall  interfere  therein,   or  take  an/ 

i^art  in  the  matter.''     But  (heriffs,  marlhals,  and  their  deputies, 

)r  any  other  perfons  appointed  by,  and  ading  under  the  laws  of 

^he  country,   are  **  officers  of  the  country,*'    and  confequently 

Cannot  aid  in  the  execution  of  confular  decilions,  becaufe  they  are 

fixpretsly  forbidden  <<  to  interfere  therein,  or  take  any  part  what- 

eter  b  the  matter."    - 

'Vol.  VII.  3G  But 
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But  was  it  meant  that  the  laws  (hould  give  confuls  the  power 
to  appoint  fuch  executive  officers  of  their  own  nation  ?  Should  it 
be  conceded,  that  a  perfon  fo  appointed  could  not  be  confidered  as 
an  officer  of  that  nation  by  virtue  of  and  according  to  whofe  laws 
he  held  his  office,  dill  we  find  no  fuch  thing  in  the  convention. 
On  the  contrary,  in  the  cafe  of  deferters  from  veflels,  mentioned 
in  the  9th  article,  whom  the  confuls  are  authorized  to  caufe  to 
be  arrefted,  they  are  exprefsly  dire£led  to  apply  in  writing  to  the 
**  courts,  judges,  and  officers  competent"  to  make  the  arrefts, 
meaning  the  courts,  judges,  and  officers  of  the  country  where  the 
confuls  refide.  In  addition  to  this,  if  power  could  be  given  to 
confuls  to  appoint  officers  to  execute  their  deciflons,  thefe  officers 
mud  of  courfe  have  their  fees  of  compenfation  to  be  paid  by  one 
or  other  of  the  parties.  But  ihe  article  giving  the  jurifdidion, 
declares  that  the  confular  judgments  (hall  be  **  without  cods." 

The  fecond  complaint  is,  that  the  judges  of  the  United  Stater 
have  required  the  exhibition  of  the  original  roll  of  the  crew  as  thft 
teftimony  which  would  authorize  the  ifluing  of  a  mandate  to  ap* 
prehend  a  French  mariner  charged  as  a  defeiter.  The  right  U> 
require  thefe  mandates  is  founded  entirely  on  the  9th  article  of  tbe 
confular  convention. 

That  declares,  <*  That  the  confuls  and  vice-confuls  (hall  addre& 
themfelves  to  the  courts,  judges,  and  officers  competent,  and 
(hall  demand  the  faid  deferters  in  writing,  proving  by  an  exhi-^ 
bition  of  the  regifters  of  the  veffel  or  (hip's  roll,  that  thofe  men 
were  part  of  the  faid  crews ;  and  on  this  demand  fo  proved  (favtog 
however  where  the  contrary  is  proved),  the  delivery  ihall  not  bo 
refufed. 

It  would  be  an  idle  waile  of  time  to  attempt  to  prove  to  you. 
Citizen  Minifler,  that  the  regi(ter  of  the  veflel  or  (hip's  roll  11 
not  a  copy  of  that  paper,  or  that  a  copy  does  not  fatisfy  a  la* 
which  peremptorily  requires  the  exhibition  of  the  original* 
Your  predeceflbr  has  thought  proper  to  refer  to  the  5th  article  of 
that  inltrument ;  but  a  (light  perufdl  of  th^t  article  will,  convintf 
you.  Citizen  Miniftcr,  that  it  does  not  apply  to  the  cafe.  Wbes 
the  judges  of  the  United  States  determined  that  the  mandate  of 
arrefl  could  not  be  iffiied  on  the  exhibition  of  a  <^  copy  o£  the 
regifter  of  the  veflel  or  (hip's  roll,"  they  did  not  fo  decide  fortte 
purpnfe  of  giving  efFec!^  to  the  fydem  of  the  government,  but  be* 
caufe  the  treaty  was  clearly  underftood  by  them  pofitivdy  to  le* 
quire  the  prefentation  of  the  original. 

The  under figned  regret,  Citizen  Mi nifter,  that  your  refi:aicb^ 
concerning  the  United  States  have  not  extended  to  their  courtc* 
You  would  have  perceived  and  admired  their  purity.  You  wouhi 
have  perceived  that  America  may  repofe  herfelf  fecurely  on  tbe 
integrity  of  her  judges,  and  your  judice  would  bave  fparedlbe 
a  inlinoatio0S 
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finuations  concerning  them  which  have  cIo(ed  this  part  of  your 
tier. 

The  underligned  will  now  confidcr  what  you  have  (tated  with 
rpefito  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  formed 
ith  Great  Britain. 

You  complain,  Citizen  Miniftcr,  in  very  ft rong  terms,  of  the 
ception  alleged  to  have  been  pradifed  with  refpcd  to  the  ob- 
3  of  Mr.  Jay's  miflion  to  London,  andalfo  of  the  contents  of 
e  treaty  which  that  miflion  produced.  You  are  pleafed  to  ob- 
rve,  that  it  was  then  faid«  that  Mr.  Jay  had  been  fent  to  London, 
ly  to  negotiate  arrangements  relative  to  the  depredations  com- 
ittcd  on  the  American  commerce  by  the  cruifers  of  Great  Bri- 
in. 

By  whom.  Citizen  Minifter,  was  this  faid  ?  Not  by  the  Prefi- 
nt  in  his  meflage  to  the  Senate,  announcing  the  nomination  of 
Er.  Jay :  nor  by  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  in  communicating 
*  Mr.  Fauchet  the  fubjed  of  that  miflion.  The  documents  with 
rfpeft  to  this  aflertion  have  been  dated,  and  have^een  fully  com- 
lehtcd  on.  It  has  been  fully  demonftrated  that  the  American 
jDvemment  did  not  feize  this  occafion  to  praAife  a  deception  fo 
innecefTary,  fo  foreign  to  its  well-known  charader,  ana  which 
noM  produce  only  mifchief  to  itfelf.  As  you  have  in  no  degree 
iveikened  the  teftimony  which  is  relied  on  as  difproVing  this  alle- 
SttiDD,  or  produced  any  fort  of  evidence  in  fupport  of  it,  tho 
nderfigned  cannot  but  mingle  fome  degree  of  furprife  with  the 
tgreti  they  feel  at  feeing  it  repeated,  accompanied  with  the 
Srarge  of  that  <<  diffimulation,"  of  which  all  who  examine  well 
he  conduA  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  fo  rea- 
Vtf  pronounce  it  to  be  incapable.  You  alfo  criminate  the  fe* 
VKy  which  attended  this  negotiation.  To  this  complaint,  when 
Qkinerty  infiftcd  oni  it  was  anfwered,  that  fo  much  of  it  as  was 
ilitenil  to  this  republic  was  immediately  communicated  to  her 
Mmfier ;  and  that  (he  had  no  right  to  inquire  further,  or  to  be 
iflitisficd  that  other  objeds  were  not  difclofed  v  that  it  is  not  the 
nftice  of  France,  nor  of  any  other  nation,  to  communicate  to 
then  the  particular  fubje£(s  of  negotiation  which  may  be  con* 
Ahplated ;  and  that  no  nation  could  be  independent,  which  ad- 
^ed  itfelf  to  be  accountable  to  another  for  the  nranner  in 
i^icb  it  mrght  judge  proper  to  regulate  its  own  concerns,  on 
bints  in  which  that  other  was  not  interefled,  or  which  was  bound 
Vpvc  previous  intimation  of  every  article  which  might  be  in- 
yttdirta  treaty,  formed  on  the  aVowcd  princFpIc  of  leaving  in 
iUforce'  all  prer-exiding  engagements.  This  reafoning  is  an- 
HttAmly  by  terming  it  a  *•  fophifm,"  *'  an  infidious  fubter- 
tgf!?*  -May  not  any  reafoning,  on  any  fubjcd,  be  anfwered  in 
ife  fimie  manner?  But  can  fuch  an  anfwer  impair  its  force? 
Vithout  4oubt^  Citizen  Minifler,  the  government  of  the  United 

3  G  a  ^\3\cs^ 


(    4«    ) 

Stated)  Vfhtn  it  informed  France  that  the  negotiations  of  Mr. 
Jay  would  not  in  any  refpefi  weaken  its  engagements  to  this 
republic^  would  have  added,  that  they  might  eventually  extend  to  . 
ft  commercial  treaty,  if  it  had  been  fuppofed  that  the  omiflion  to 
give  fnch  inibrmation  could  really  be  conlidered  as  a  breach  of 
legitimate  obligation,  or  as  an  evidence  of  diminiihed  friendihip. 
The  information  was  mod  probably  not  given,  becaufe  it  was 
vnufual,  and  becaufe  it  could  neither  be  confidered  as  proper,  ai 
neceflfary,  or  as  material.  The  underfigned  truft  that  the  painful 
and  unavailing  difcuflions  on  this  fubjeS,  rendered  fo  unpleafant 
by  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  treated,  will  never  again  be 
renewed. 

Faffing  to  the  treaty  itfclf,  you  fay  that  the  fmall  majority  by 
which  it  was  fan£tioned  in  the  two  Houfes  of  Congrefs,  and  the 
number  of  refpe£lable  voices  raifed  againft  it  in  the  nation,  de* 
pofe  honourably  in  favour  of  the  opinion  which  the  French  go- 
vernment has  entertained  of  it.     But  you  mud  be  fenfible,  Gtizea 
Minifter,  that  fhe  criterion  by  which  you  afcertain  the  merits  of 
the  inftrument  in  queftion,  is  by  no  means  infallible,  nor  can  it 
warrant  the  rnference  you  draW  from  it;     In  a  republic  like  that 
of  the  United  States,  where  no  individual  fears  to  utter  what  hit 
judgment  or  his  paflions  may  dilate,  where  an  unreftmined  pieft 
conveys  alike  to  the  public  eye  the  labours  of  virtue  and  the 
efforts  of  particular  intereds,  no  fubje£l  which  agitates  and  iote* 
refts  the  public  mind  can  unite  the  public  voice,  or  entirely  efcap^ 
public  cenfure.     In  purfuit  of  the  fame  objeds  a  diiierence  of 
opinion  will  arife  in  the  purefl  minds,  from  the  different  manner 
in  which  thofe  objeds  are  viewed  ;  and  there  are  (ituaticms  ifl 
which  a  variety  of  paflions  combine  to  filence  the  voice  of -reafoDf 
and  to  bc?ray  the  foundefl  judgments.     In  fuch  (ituations,  if  tb^ 
merit  of  an  inflrument  is  to  be  decided,  not  by  itfelf,  but  by  tb^ 
approbation  or  difapprobation  it  may  experience,  it  would  furel} 
be  a  fafcr  rule  to  take  as  a  guide  the  dctifion  of  a  majority,  hoi^- 
ever  fmall  that  majority  may  be,  than  to  follow  the  minority.  -A 
treaty  too  may  be  oppoftd  as  injurious  to  the  United  States,  though' 
it  (hould  not  contain  a  fingle  claufe  which  could  prejudice  the  it^ 
lercfts  of  France.     It  ought   not  to  be  fuppofed  that  a  treaty 
would  for  that  reafon  be  ofTenfive  to  this  republic. 

Had  you  been  pleafed  to  ftate  any  objedions  to  this  inffattmef - 
drawn  from  the  compaA  itfelf,  the  underfigned  would  have  give^ 
to  thofc  objeftions  the  moft  ferious  and  refpedful  confideratior^ 
But  it  is  fuppofed  that  you  adopt,  without  adding  to,  the  com-* 
plaints  made  by  your  predeceflTor  and  by  Mr.  Adet,  when  youob^ 
ferve,  that  you  will  not  repeat  what  they  have  faid.  Thefc  cooa  - 
plaints  have  been  amplv  difcufTed  in  the  memorial  the  underfigned 
fiad  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you,  bearing  date  17th  of  JanuarjT 
}t  i^  belipved  to  t^ave  beeq  demonftratcd  that  the  ftipulations  com^ 

plained 
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ncd  of  do  not  in  the  mod  remote  degree  wound  the  interefts  of 
ncc,  zfkGt  the  prc-exifting  engagements  of  the  United  States, 
Hiange  their  (ituation  in  relation  to  the  belligerent  powers. 
h,  inconteftably,  was  and  is  the  opinion  of  the  American 
^nment,  and  in  this  opinion  only  would  the  treaty  have  been 
xd  to.  As  no  one  of  the  arguments  which  have/at  various 
»  been  urged  on  this  fubjedt,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
ever  yet  been  noticed,  the  underfigned  deem  unnecefTary  any 
tnpt  to  re-urge  or  to  ftrengthen  them.  You  fay  that  you 
1  content  yourfclf  "  with  obferving  fummarily,  that  in  this 
ty  every  thing  having  been  provided  to  turn  the  neutrality  of 
United  States  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  French  republic,  and 
he  advantage  of  England  ;  that  the  federal  government  having 
his  z8t  made  to  Great  Britain  concefiions  the  mod  unheard-of, 
tnoft  incompatible  with  the  intereds  of  the  United  States,  and 
moft  derogatory  from  the  alliance  which  exidcd  between  the 
ftates  and  the  French  republic,  the  latter  was  perfcdly  free  to 
ilitfelf  of  the  prefervatory  means  with  which  it  was  furniihed 
itt  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations,  and  by  its  anterior  treaty, 
4)e  purpofe  of  parrying  the  inconveniences  of  the  treaty  of 
idoo.  Such  are  the  reafons  which  have  determined  the  arretes 
ht  Diredory  of  which  the -United  States  complain,  as  well 
becondud  of  its  agents  in  the  Antilles."  But  you  have  not 
vn  a  fmgle  provifion,  'V^^^ich  turns  the  neutrality  of  the 
ited  States  to  the- difadvantage  of  the  French  republic  and  to 
•dvantage  of  England."  You  have  not  ihown  a  (ingle  con- 
on  *'  incompatible  with  the  interefis  of  the  United  States,"  or 
erogatory  from  their  alliance  with  France/' 
i  is  confidcred  as  having  been  demondrated,  that  this  treaty 
es  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  with  refpe6l  both  to 
Qce  and  England,  precifely  in  its  former  fituation,  and  that 
ntains  no  concedions  which  are  either  unufual,  or  derogatory 
s  their  alliance  with  this  republic.  But  if  in  forming  this 
iment  the  American  government  has  deceived  itfelf,  dill  it 
X  to  be  remembered  that  it  has  ever  manifeded  a  readinefs  to 
e  France  on  the  footing  of  England  with  refped  to  the  arti- 
complained  of. 

(lu  fuppofe  that  the  2d  article  of  the  treaty  between  France 
the  United  States  judifies  the  arretes  of  which  the  latter 
tr  complains  :  but  that  article  only  entitles  either  of  the  con* 
Hnff  parties  to  a  participation  of  any  particular  favour  in  re- 
lief commerce  or  navigation,  which  might  thereafter  be  granted 
he  other  to  other  nations,  on  allowing  the  famecompenfation, 
be  conceffion  was  conditional.  It  has  never  been  pretended 
itend  to  preexiding  rights  held  and  exercifed  under  the  law 
Mtions,  and  barely  recognifed  by  any  fubfequent  treaty.  If 
could  be  iniided  on,  flill  it  was  diown  incontedably  by  the 
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undcrfigned,  that  the  arrcte  particularly  complained  of)  To 
it  profelFes  to  found  itfclf  on  the  treaty  with  Kngland,  c 
tranfcends  thtft  treaty,  and  in  its  mod  noxious  article,  t\ 
quiring  a  role  d^equipage,  has  no  relation  to  it.  This  all-e{ 
circuroilance  you  have  not  been  pleafed  to  notice  ;  and  it  i 
infinite  regret  the  undcrfigncd  ohfcrvei  that  the  difcuflions  at 
you  hint  are  to  be  limited  to  the  abufcs  of  the  principle 
bliflied  by  the  arrete,  and  not  extended  to  the  compatibility 
principle  itfclf  with  juAice,  the  laws  of  nations,  or  e: 
treaties. 

It  is  well  known  that  fuch  a  difcuflion,  if  indeed  the  i 
figned  could  be  permitted  to  enter  upon  it,  would  avail  but 
fince  the  vad  mafs  of  American  property  captured  by  the  cr 
and  condemned  by  the  courts  of  France,  has  been  found  in 
not  furni(hed  with  a  role  d*equipage. 

The  underfigned  have  been  minute  in  their  attention  tc 
fyllable  you  have  uttered  on  this  interefting  fubjed,  becaufc 
been  often  conGdered  as  having  given  caufe  of  juft  irritai 
France,  and  they  are  fmcerely  defirous  of  probing  to  the  I 
every  fubje£l  which  may  have  aflfumed  that  complexion* 
wiih  is  unaffe£^ed,  to  give  to  every  complaint  its  real  val 
order  thus  to  prepare  the  way  for  accommodation,  by  the 
quifhment  of  fuch  as  are  not  well  founded,  and  the  admil 
thofe  which  have  a  real  exidence. 

The  third  head  of  your  complaints  relates  to  the  corn 
the  government  of  the  United  States  fince  their  treaty  wit] 
laudi 

You  obferve,  that  as  foon  as  the  treaty  in  queftion  had  bi 
in  execution,  the  government  of  the  United  States  feemed  U 
itfelf  difpcnfed  from  the  obfervance  of  any  meafures  towai 
fepublic,  and  you  adduce  in  fupport  of  this  general  obferv 
ift.  The  refufal  to  permit  in  the  ports  of  the  United  Sta 
fale  of  prizes  made  by  French  cruifers. 

2dly.  The  inve£iivcs  and  calumnies  againft  the  French  { 
mcnt,  its  principles  and  its  officers,  contained  in  certain  ji 
and  pamphlets  publilbed  in  the  United  States,  &c. 

3dly.  The  fpeech  of  the  Prefident  to  Congrefs  in  May  la 
ift.  The  government  of  the  United  States  does  not  per 
fale  in  their  ports  of  prizes  made  upon  England  by  the  eru 
France. 

The  fzd  is  admitted.  Toered  it  into  an  offence,  itb 
necclfary  to  prove  that  this  meafnrc  violates  either  the  engag 
or  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States.  Neither  is  attt 
To  fhow  that  it  violates  neither,  had  this  been  rendered  ne 
would  by  no  means  have  been  deemed  an  arduous  taflc.- 
now  only  briefly  be  obf-rvcd,  that  the  17th  article  of  tta 
of  commerce  of  the  6ih  of  February  1778,  which  alone 
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>je6l,  fo  far  from  {lipulating  for.  the  fale  of  prizes  in  the 
ither  nation,  limiis  itfelf  to  a  declaration^  that  the  cap* 
have  liberty  to  bring  them  into  port,  free  from  duties^ 
d  fearchcs,  and  to  depart  with  them  to  the  places  exprelfed 
>mmi(Iions;  thereby  evidently  contemplating  the  then  ex- 
jlations  of  this  nation.  France  has  manifeiled  her  own 
m  this  AibjetEly  in  her  treaty  with  Great  Britain  of  the 
rptember  1786.    The  i6th  article  of  that  treaty  declares^ 

Ihall  not  be  lawful  for  foreign  cruifers  who  ihall  not  ba 
£ts  of  one  or  the  other  crown,  and  who  (hall  have  a 
»n  from  any  prince  or  (larey  enemies  of  the  one  or  the 
arm  their  vefl'els  in  the  ports  of  one  or  the  other  of  the 
kingdoms,  to  fell  there  what  they  (hall  have  taken,  or  to 
he  fame  in  any  manner  whatever."  In  a  war  with 
then,  France  being  neutral,  the  cruifers  of  the  United 
:  forbidden  to  fell  their  prizes  in  the  ports  of  this  rcpub- 
e  17th  article  of  the  treaty  of  February  1778,  being 
\,  France  has  pronounced  her  deci(ion,  that  it  does  not 
ruifersa  right  to  fell  their  prizes  in  the  ports  of  America, 
ght  had  been  given  by  the  treaty  of  February  1778,  that 
the  United  States  and  England  could  not  becon(trued  to 
•  Nor  is  the  prohibition  a  departure  from  the  neutrality 
itted  States.  A  nation,  to  violate  its  neutrality,  mu(t  ttia- 
artiality  for  one  of  the  belligerent  powers,  mull  accord 
ot  ftipulated  by  pre-exifting  treaties  to  one  which  it  re- 
the  other.  This  is  nut  even  alleged  in  the  prefent  in- 
Far  from  permitting  Briti(h  cruifers  to  fell  in  the  United 
izes  they  have  made  on  the  French,  they  are  not  even 
o  bring  them  into  port.  A  candid  conftderation  of  this 
vill  prove  that  the  withdrawal   of  a  favour,  the  grant 

manifefted  fo  ilrongly  the  attachments  of  the  United 
ix  from  juitifying  the  refentments  which  have  been  ex- 
n  confequence  of  it,  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  foli- 

the  American  governtnent  to  render  perfeflly  unex- 
Ac  its  obfcrvancc  of  that  neutrality  which  it  profeifes  to 
.  It  has  been  (hown  unequivocally  to  have  been  the 
if  the  contra£ling  parties,  that  the  treaty  of  commerce 
ih  of  February  1778%  did  not  give  to  either  being  ai 
ight  to  fell  its  prizes  in  the  ports  of  the  other  being  at 
[t  is  not  pretended  that  this  is  one  of  the  rights  accruing, 
pfcial  ftipulation,  under  the  lawsand  ufages  of  nations. 
Oft  then  a  right  at  all.  If  grai>ted,  it  is  a  voluntary  fa* 
lyt  a  voluntary  favour  eflTeniial  in  the  profccution  of  the 
paoted  by  a  neutral  to  one  belligerent  power,  and  of 
refufed  to  the  other,'  affords  to  that  other  at  Iea(l  a  more 
pretext  for  complaint  than  has  been  given  by  any  other 
le  government  of  the  United  States.  What,  in  fuch  a 
3^  fiiuauow^ 
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fituationi  would  have  Ifqen  the  language  of  France?  Would thii 
republic  permit  a  neutral  nation^  not^bound  thereto  by  any  obli- 
gation vvliatever,  to  allow  in  its  ports  as  a  voluntary  favour  thi 
falc  of  prizes  made  on  French  citizens,  while  the  fame  favoui 
was  of  necefTity  denied  to  the  cruifers  of  FVance  ? 

It  is  believed  that  fuch  an  ufe  of  neutrality  would  not  be  per 
luittcd  ;  and  the  underligned  felicitate  thcmfelvcs  and  their  coua 
try  that  the  government  they  repreicnt  has  never  intentionallj 
given  to  this  republic  any  caufe  of  dinatisfaflion,  as  ferioufl 
this  would  have  been.  You  will  not  tail  to  obferve.  Citizen  Mi 
niflcr,  that  this  heavy  accufation,  when  analyfed,  is  notfainj 
more  than  the  refufal  of  a  mere  favour  on  the  part  of  the  Ame 
rican  government,  the  grant  of  which  might  have  been  dangerou: 
to  iticit,  might  have  drawn  it  from  that  neutral  ftation  which  i 
is  lis  di>iy  to  obfcrvCj  and  which  favour  France  had  previoufljf 
in  tiic  vAv'A  explicit  terras,  declared  its  determination  not  to  gran 
under  iimilnr  circumitaiices  to  the  United  States. 

2d\\\  Your  fccond  allegation  is,  '<  that  the  journals  knovrotc 
be  indircdly  under  the  control  of  the  cabinet  have  redoubledthdi 
invedlives  and  caUinmies  again  it  the  republic,  its  magiftrates  anc 
its  envoys  ;  and  th:it  pamphlets  openly  paid  for  by  the  minifterol 
Great  Biiiain  havr  reproduced  under  every  form,  thofe  infuta 
and  calumnies^  without  having  ever  drawn  the  attention  of  the  go* 
vernment  to  a  (late  of  things  fo  fcandalous,  and  which  it  mighl 
have  reprefied.'* 

The  genius  of  the  ronftitution,  and  the  opinions  of  the  peopk 
of  the  United  Sia:c>,  ^.annot  be  over-ruled  by  thofe  who  adminiflci 
the  government.  AmoDg  thofe  principles  deemed  facred  in  Ame- 
rica ;  among  thole  lac  red  rights  confidered  as  forming  the  bul- 
wark of  their  libcriy,  which  the  government  contemplates  with 
awful  reverence,  and  would  approach  only  with  the  moil  cautiflitf 
circumfpedtion,  there-  is  no  one  of  which  the  importance  is  moie 
deeply  imprelfed  on  tlte  public  mind  than  the  liberty  of  the  prefs- 
That  this  liberty  is  otun  carried  to  excefs,  that  it  has  fometitaes 
degenerated  into  licentioufnefs,  is  fcen  and  lamented  ;  but  the 
remedy  has  not  )ct  been  difcovered.  Perhaps  it  is  an  evil  iofc* 
parable  from  the  r^uod  with  which  it  is  allied  :  perhaps  it  is  a  (hoot 
which  cannot  be  ilrippcd  from  the  ilalk  without  wounding  vitiU} 
the  plant  from  whicii  it  is  torn.  However  defirable  thofe  tot^ 
fures  might  be  which  migiu  correct  without  enilaving  the  prefc 
they  have  never  yet  been  devifed  in  America.  No  rcguUtiottf 
exilt  which  enable  the  government  to  fiipprcfs  whatever  caluinni*^ 
or  invedlives  any  individual  may  choofe  to  offer  to  the  public cyCi 
or  to  punilh  fuch  calumnies  and  invedlives,  otherwife  than  by* 
legal  profecution  in  courts  which  are  alike  open  to  all  whocoDfi' 
der  tlieir.fjlvcs  as  injured.     Without  doubt  this  abufe  of  avalU' 

able  piivilegc  is  uiaiter  of  peculiar  regret  when  it  is  extended  <^ 

tbc 


C    4»7    ) 

« 

the  government  of  a  foreign  nation.  The  underngned  are  per« 
fiiadedy  it  never  has  beei)  fo  extended  with  the  approbation  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States.  Difcuflions  refpe^ing  the 
conduft  of  foreign  powers,  efpecially  on  points  refpeding  the 
fiehts  and  interefts  of  America,  are  unavoidably  made  in  a  nation 
where  public  meafures  are  the  refuhs  of  public  opiniop,  and 
Ceitaittiy  do  not  furnifli  caufe  of  reproach ;  but  it  is  believed  that 

«mny  and  inveSive  have  never  been  fubditutcd  for  the  manly 
>oing  of  an  enlightened  and  injured  people,  without  giving 
'pain  to  thofe  who  adminifter  the  affairs  of  the  Union.  Certainly 
this  offence,  if  it  be  deemed  by  France  of  fufficient  magnitude  to 
be  worthy  of  notice,  has  not  been  confined  to  this  republic.  It 
inubeen  ftill  more  profufely  laviOied  on  its  enemies,  and  has  even 
ken  beftowed  with  an  unfparing  hand  on  the  federal  government. 
jtfelfi  Nothing  can  be  more  notorious  than  thf  calumnies  and 
iwtfiives  with  which  the  wifeft  meafures  and  the  molt  virtuous 
duuaders  of  the  United  States  have  been  purfued  and  traduced* 
It  ii  a  calamity  incident  to  the  nature  of  liberty^  and  which  can 
pioduce  no  ferious  evil  to  PVance.  It  is  a  calamity  occafioned 
Mitber  by  the  diredl  nor  indirect  influence  of  the  American  govern- 
■ttt.  In  f2&,  that  government  is  believed  to  exercife  no  influ* 
CBoe  over  any  prefs.  You  mull  be  fenfible,  Citizen  MiniAer, 
vitbbow  much  truth  the  fame  complaint  might  be  urged  on  the 
fittof  the  United  States.  You  mud  know  well,  what  degrading 
*mI  unworthy  calumnies  againfl  their  government,  its  principles, 
•fclits  ofEcers,  have  been  publifhed  to  the  world  by  French  jour- 
ttdilts,  and  in  French  pamphlets :  that  government  has  even  been 
dwiged  with  betraying  the  bed  interefls  of  the  nation,  with 
jttving  put  itfelf  under  the  guidance  of-^nay  more^  with  having 
vdd  itfelf  to  a  foreign  court.  But  thefe  calumpies,  atrocious  as 
tbeyare,  have  never  coridituted  a  fubjedl  of  complaint  againft 
''iiflce.  Had  not  other  caufes,  infinitely  more  fprious  and 
'^g^ty,  interrupted  the  harmony  of  the  two  republics,  it  would 
"31  have  remained  unimpaired,  and  thp  miflion  of  the  underfigne4 
''Oald  never  have  been  rendered  neceffary. 

3dly.  You  complain  of  the  fpeech  of  the  Prefident  m?dc  to 
Ciigrcfs  in  May  lad.  It  denounces,  you  fay,  the  Executivp 
piitftory,  as  fearching  to  propagate  anarchy  and  divifion  in  ihp 
United  States.  The  conditution  of  the  United  States  impofes  on 
^Prefident  this  important  duty:  "  He  (ball  from  time  to  time 

E^  to  the  Congrefs  information  of  the  date  of  the  Union."  It 
^itg  been  deemed  proper  to  recall  the  minider  from  the  United 
^es  to  this  republic,  and  to  replace  him  by  a  citizen,  the  ob- 
Kfti  of  whofe  miflion,  as  exprcflTed  in  his  letters  of  credence, 
•*«,  "  to  maintain  that  good  underdanding,  wKijh,  frcm  the 
^'ftimcncement  of  the  alliance,  had  fubfided  between  the  two 
Mods;  and  ia  efface  unfavourable  impreflionsi  banidi  fufpj- 
Vol.  VJL  3  H  e^^^v^H 
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cions,  and  to  reftore  that  cordiality  which  Was  at  once  t 
dence  and  pledge  of  a  friendly  union ;"  the  Prefidcnt 
DircSory  addrcfled  the  recalled  miniilcr  in  the  following 
«*  in  prefenting  to-day  to  the  Executive  Direflory  your  h 
recall,  you  give  to  Europe  a  ftrange  fpe£lacle.  France, 
her  liberty,  furroundcd  with  the  train  of  her  viAories,  ii 
the  eftcem  of  her  allies,  will  not  abafe  herfelf  by  calcula 
confequcnccs  of  the  condefcenfions  of  the  American  gov< 
to  the  fuggeftions  of  its  ancient  tyrants.  The  French 
hopes,  morepver,  that  the  fucceifors  of  Columbus,  Ralei 
Penn,  always  proud  of  their  liberty,  will  never  forget  tl 
owe  it  to  France.  They  will  weigh  in  their  wifdom  the 
jiimous  good  will  oi  the  French  people  with  the  crafty  ca 
certain  perhdious  perfons,  who  meditate  to  bring  them 
their  ancient  flavery.  AfFiIre,  Mr.  Miniftcr,  the  good  A 
people,  that  like  them  we  adore  liberty;  that  they  will 
have  our  efteem,  and  that  they  will  find  in  the  French 
that  republican  generofity,  which  knows  as  well  how  1 
peace  as  to  caufe  its  fovereignty  to  be  refpeded." 

1  he  change  of  a  minifter  is  an  ordinary  zSt  for  w 
government  is  accountable  to  another,  and  which  has  not 
fore  been  **  a  ftrange  fpedacle"  in  France,  or  in  any  ot 
of  Europe.  It  appears  to  be  a  meafure  not  of  itfelf  C8 
to  draw  on  the  government  making  fuch  change,  the  AxU 
the  refentments  of  the  nation  to  which  the  minifter  is  < 
Such  an  efFcd,  produced  by  fo  inadequate  a  caufe,  couU 
to  command  attention,  white  it  excited  furprife. 

7'his  official  fpeech,  addreiled  by  the  government  of  P 
that  of  the  United  States,  through  its  mmiltcr,  charges 
vernment  with  condefcenfions  to  the  fuggeftions  of  its 
tyrants,  fpeaks  of  the  crafty  carelles  of  certain  perfidioui 
^ho  meditate  to  bring  back  the  fuccelTors  of  Columbus, 
und  Penn,  to  their  ancient  llavery,  and  defires  the  mi 
aflTure,  not  his  government,  but  the  good  people  of  Ameri 
they  will  always  have  the  ellcem  of  France,  and  that  t 
find  in  the  French  people  that  republican  generofit] 
knows  as  well  hou  to  grant  peace  as  to  caufe  its  fovereigi 
Tcfpcfled. 

That  a  minifter  ihould  carry  any  affurances  from  a 
government  to  the  people  of  his  nation,  is  as  remarkabi 
diffl-renoe  between  ihe  manner  in  which  his  government 
pct)|>le  are  addreiled.  His  government  are  charged  witi 
Icenfion  to  the  fuggetlions  of  the  ancient  tyrants  of  hit 
but  the  people  are  con(idcred  as  loving  liberty,  and  they  : 
aflurrd  of  tl»e  perpetual  eflecm  of  France.  This  eftcem 
to  wcic^i!  aga:rilt  the  crafty  carclFcs  of  thofe  perfidious  perl 
meditate  to  bring  them  back  to  ttieir  former  flavery. 
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!h  this  rpeech,  thus  addrcffed  direflly  to  thn  government 
ople  of  the  United  States,  in  the  face  of  Europe  and  the 

came  to  be  confidered  in  connexion  with  other  n^eafures  ; 
t  came  to  be  confidered  in  connexion  wiih.  the  wide-fpread- 
"aftation  to  Mfhich  their  commerce  was  fubjefled,  with  tho 
everities  pradifed  on  their  framen>  with  the  recall  of  the 
T  of  Franee  from  the  United  States,  and  the  very  extraor- 
manner  in  which  that  recall  was  fignified  by  him  both  to 
refnment  and  people,  with  the  refufal  even  to  hear  the 
^  of  peace,  deputed  from  the  United  States  for  the  fole 
;  of  conciliation ;  it  could  not  fail  to  maktr  on  the  Ameri<* 
nd  a  deep  and  a  ferious  impreflion.  It  was  confidered  as  a 
)  important  to  be  held  from  the  Congrefs,  by  that,  depart- 
if  the  government  which  is  charged  with  the  duties  of 
ining  its  intercourfe  with  foreiga  nations,  and  of  making 
inications  to  the  legiflature  of  the  Union.  The  Prefident^ 
rtf  did  communicate  it  in  the  following  words :  **  Wjth 
ndud  of  the  French  government  it  will  be  proper  to  take 
ew  the  public  audience  given  to  the  late  minifter  of  the 

State's  on  his  taking  leave  of  the  Executive  Diredory. 
eech  of  the  Prefident  difclofes  fentiments  more  alarming 
le  refufal  of  a  miuiftbr»  becaufe  more  dangerous  to  our 
idence  and  union,  and  at  the  fame  time  fttidioufly  marked 
idignities  towards  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
res  a  difpofition  to  feparate  the  people  of  the  United  States 
le  government ;  to  perfuade  them  that  they  have  different 
ns,  principles,  and  intercfts,  from  thofe  of  their  fellow-citit 
ehom  they  themfelves  have  chofen  to  manage  their  com- 
ncer^s ;  and  thus  to  produce  divifions  fatal  to  our  peace, 
tempts  ought  to  be  repelled  with  a  decifion  which  ihalL 
e  Fraiice  and  the  world,  that  we  are  not  a  degraded  peo* 
miliated  under  a  colonial  fpirit  of  fear  and  fcnfe  of  infe« 

fitted  to  be  the  miferable  inftrqments  of  foreign  influence^' 
ardlefs  of  national  honour,  charadler,  and  intereft. 
(hould  have  been  happy  to  have  thrown  a  veil  over  thefe 
lions,  if  it  had  been  poflible  to  conceal  them  ;  but  they 
lied  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  world,  in  the  face  of  all 

and  America,  and  with  fuch  circumftances  of  publicity 
smnity,  that  they  cannot  be  difguifed,  and  will  not  foon 
Jttcn  ;  they  have  inflifted  a  wound  in  the  American  bread. 
f  (iiKere  dcfire,  however,  that  it  may  be  healed." 
hoped  that  this  communication  will  be  viewed  in  its  true 
lat  it  will  no  longer  be  confidered  as  a  denunciation  of  the 
ive  Diredory,  but  as  the  ftatement  of  an  all-important 
one  department  of  the  American  government  to  another, 
:ing  of  which  was  enjoined  by  duties  of  the  higheft  obli-. 
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The  underfigned  have  now,  Citizen  Minider,  paflfed  throif{|t] 
the  complaints  you  urge  againd  the  government  of  the  Unitec 
States.  They  have  endeavoured  to  confider  thofe  complaints  im 
partially^  and  to  weigh  them  in  the  fcales  of  juftice  and  of  troth 
If  any  of  them  be  well  founded,  France  herfelf  could  not  defflani 
more  readily,  than  America  would  make,  reparition  for  the  in 
jury  fuftained.  The  Prefident  of  the  United  States  has  faid,  '*  I 
we  have  committed  errors,  and  thefe  can  be  demonftrated,  w 
ifaall  be  willing  to  correfl  them ;  if  we  have  done  injuries,  "Wt 
ihall  be  willing,  on  convidion,  to  redrefs  them."  Thefe  difpo 
fitions  on  the  part  of  the  government  have  been  felt  in  all  their  ii»c 
by  the  underfigned,  and  have  conftantly  regulated  their  condttft* 

The  underfigned  will  not  refume.  Citizen  Minifter,  the  piin 
ful  ta(k  of  re-urging  the  multiplied  injuries  which  have  beci 
accumulated  on  their  country,  and  which  have  been  in  fixD* 
degree  detailed  in  their  memorial  of  the  17th  January  laft.  The; 
cannot,  however,  decline  to  remonftrate  agamft  a  meafure  whid 
has  been  announced  fince  that  date.  The  Legiflative  Council 
of  the  French  republic  have  decreed  that, 

id.  '<  The  condition  of  (hips,  in  every  thing  which  concefli 
their  charader  as  neutrals  or  enemies,  (hall  be  determined  V 
their  cargo;  confequently  every  veflel  found  at  fea,  laden  in  wU 
or  in  part  with  merchandife  comicig  out  of  England,  or  its  po( 
leffions,  (hall  be  declared  good  prize,  whoever  may  be  the  pm 
prietors  of  fuch  commodities  or  merchandife." 

2dly.  "  No  foreign  vefiel,  which  in  the  courfe  of  its  voyage  Hul 
have  entered  into  an  Engliih  port,  (hall  be  admitted  into  anypor 
of  the  French  republic,  but  in  the  cafe  of  neceffity;  in  whid 
cafe  fuch  veil'el  (hall  be  obliged  to  depart  from  fuch  port  fo  foot 
as  the  caufe  of  entry  (hall  have  ceafed.'* 

This  decree  too  deeply  aifeds  the  interefts  of  the  United  State 
to  remain  unattended  to  by  their  miniders.  They  pray  joH 
therefore,  Citizen  Minider,  to  receive  their  refpcftful  reprclcflt' 
ations  concerning  it. 

The  objeft  of  the  decree  is,  to  cut  off  all  diredl  intercourf 
between  neutrals  and  Great  Britain,  or  its  poflTedions,  and  ^ 
prevent  the  acquifition,  even  by  circuitous  commerce,  of  tW 
articles  which  come  from  England  or  its  dominions. 

The  right  of  one  nation  to  exchange  with  another  the  fiirpta 
produce  of  its  labour,  for  thofe  articles  which  may  fuppty  >< 
wants  or  adminider  to  its  comfort,  is  too  eflential  to  have  bed 
ever  clalfed  among  thofe  admitted  to  be  in  any  degree  doubtful 
It  is  a  right,  in  ceding  which  a  nation  would  cede  the  privilege  0 
regulating  its  own  intereds  and  providing  for  its  own  welfare 
When  any  two  nations  (hall  choofe  to  make  war  on  each  other 
they  have  never  been  confidered,  nor  can  they  be  confidcrcd  a 
thereby  authorizing  themfelves  to  impair  the  elfential  rights  0 

rhof< 


(    4"    ) 

tbofe  who  may  choofe  to  remain  at  peace.     Corirequently  xhtte 
•  rights,  the  free  exercife  of  which  is  eflfential  to  its  interefts  and 
welfare^  aiuft  be  retained  by  a  neutral  power,  whatever  nations 
may  be  involved  in  a  war. 

The  right  of  a  belligerent  to  reftrain  a  neutral  from  aflifting 
his  enemy  by  fupplying  him  with  thofe  articles  which  are  defined 
as  contraband,  has  been  univerfally  fubmitted  to ;  but  to  cut  off 
all  intercourfe  between  neutrals  and  an  enemy,  to  declare  that 
any  fingie  article  which  may  have  come  from  the  poflTeinons  of  an 
cnemyi  whoever  may  be  its  owner,  (hall  of  itfclt  be  fufficient  to 
coodemn  both  veflTel  and  cargo,  is  to  exercife  a  control  over  the 
condud  of  neutrals  which  war  can  never  give,  and  which  is  alike 
incompatible  with  their  dignity  and  their  welfare. 

The  rights  of  belligerents  are  the  fame.  If  this  might  be  exer- 
cifed  by  one,  fo  might  it  be  cxercifcd  by  every  other,  if  it  might 
beexercifed  in  the  prefent,  fo  it  might  be  exercifed  in  every  future 
vrar.  This  decree  is,  therefore,  on  the  part  of  France,  the  prac- 
tical aflertion  of  a  principle  which  would  deftroy  all  dire6l  or 
circuitous  commerce  between  belligerent  and  neutral  powers, 
which  would  often  interrupt  the  bufinefs  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
world,  and  withdraw  or  change  the  employment  of  a  very  confi-' 
detable  portion  of  the  human  race. 

This  is  not  all.  It  is  the  exercife  of  a  power  which  war  is  not 
admitted  tp  give,  and  which,  therefore,  may  be  aflumed  in  peace 
tt  well  as  war. 

It  eflentially  affcAs  the  internal  economy  of  nations,  and  de- 
B^^s  that  courfe  of  induflry  which  they  have  a  right  to  purfuc, 
SQ^  on  which  their  profperity  depends. 

To  acquiefce,  therefore,  in  the  exifting  (late  of  things,  under  a 
principle  fo  extenfive  and  fo  pernicious,  is  to  e(labli(h  a  precedent 
fyr  national  degradation  which  can  never  ceafe  to  apply,  and 
Vrliich  will  authorize  any  meafures  which  power  may  be  difpofed 
to  pra£life. 

Trance,  therefore,  will  perceive  that  neutral  governments, 
whatever  may  be  their  difpofitions  towards  this  republic,  are  im- 
pelled by  duties  of  the  bigncft  obligation,  to  remondrate  againll  a 
decree,  which  at  the  fame  time  invades  their  intereils  and  their 
independence,  which  takes  from  them  the  profits  of  an  honeft  and 
Wiul  induftry,  as  well  as  the  incftimable  privilege  of  conducing 
their  own  affairs  as  their  own  judgments  may  dire3. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  remonftrances  of  the  United  States  on  this 
liibjeft  will  derive  additional  force  from  their  fubfiding  engage- 
ments with  France,  and  from  a  (ituation  peculiar  to  themfelves. 

The  twenty-third  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
of  the  6th  ot  February  1778,  is  in  thefe  words:  "  It  (hail  be 
lawful  for  all  and  fingular  the  fubjeds  of  the  mod  Chriftian  King, 
and  the  citizens,  people,  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United  States, 
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to  (ail  with  their  (hips,  with  all  manner  of  liberty  and  (ecurity^ 
no  diflindlion  being  made  who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  mer- 
chandifcs  laden  thereon,  from  any  port  to  the  places  of  thofe  who 
DOW  are,  or  hereafter  Ihall  be  at  enmity  with  the  mcft  Chriftian 
King  or  the  United  States.  It  (hall  I  ike  wife  be  lawful  for  the 
lubjeAs  and  inhabitants  aforefaid,  to  fail  with  the  (hips  and  mer- 
chiuulifes  aforc-mentioned,  and  to  trade  with  the  fame  liberty  aod 
fiecurity  from  the  places,  ports,  and  havens  of  thofe  who  are  ene- 
mies of  both  or  either  party,  without  any  oppodtion  or  difturb- 
ance  whatfoever,  not  only  diredly  from  the  places  of  the  enemy 
before  mentioned  to  neutral  places,  but  alfo  from  one  place  be^ 
longing  to  an  enemy,  to  another  place  belonging  to  an  enemvy 
ivhether  they  be  under  the  jurifdidion  of  the  faid  prince,  or  under 
feveral.  And  it  is  hereby  flipulated,  that  free  fhips  (hall  alfo 
give  a  freedom  to  goods,  and  that  every  thing  (hall  be  deemed  to 
be  free  and  exempt  which  ihall  be  found  on  board  the  (hips  be- 
longing to  the  fubjcds  of  cither  of  the  confederates^  althoiigll 
the  whole  lading,  or  any  part  thereof,  (hould  appertain  to  the 
enemies  of  either;  contraband  goods  being  always  excepted,  it 
b  alfo  agreed,  in  like  manner,  that  the  fame  liberty  be  extended 
to  pcrfons  who  are  on  board  a  free  (hip,  with  this  efFefi,  thit 
although  they  be  enemies  to  both  or  either  party,  they  are  not  to 
be  taken  out  of  that  free  (hip,  unlefs  they  are  foldiers,  and  in 
a£tual  fervice  of  the  enemy/' 

The  two  nations  contemplating  and  providing  for  the  cafe 
when  one  may  be  at  war,  and  the  other  at  peace,  folemnly  ftipU" 
late  and  pledge  thcmfelves  to  each  other,  that  in  fiich  an  event  the 
fubjc£ls  or  citizens  of  the  party  at  peace  may  freely  trade  with  the 
enemy  of  the  other,  may  freely  fail  with  their  (l)ips  in  all  manner 
of  fecurity,  to  and  from  any  port  or  place  belonging  to  fuch 
enemy.  Not  only  goods  coming  from  the  hoftile  territory,  but 
the  very  goods  of  the  enemy  himfelf,  may  be  carried  with  fafcty 
In  the  vefTcIs  of  cither  of  the  contrading  parties. 

You   will  perceive,  Citizen  Minifter,  without  requiring  tb^ 
imderfigncd  to  execute  the  painful  tafk  of  drawing  the  contraft* 
how  openly  and  entirely  the  decree  of  the  Councils  oppofes  irfd* 
to  the  treaty  between  France  and  the  United  Stater. 

In  addition  to  the  hitherto  unccded  rights  of  a  fovereign  aii^ 
independent  nation,  in  addition  to  the  right  (lipulated  bycoir^'' 
paft,  the  underfigned  will  refpeflfully  fubmit  other  condderation 
jiowing  out  of  the  peculiar  fituation  of  the  United  States,  mani   ^ 
i«  iling  the  particular  hardfhips  the  decree  complained  of  mui^^ 
:'.  ]n)(c  on  them. 

In  poiTellion  of  a  rich,  extenfive,  and  unfettled  country,  th 
]  iiiour  of  the  United  States  is  not  yet  fufficient  for  the  full  culti 
v..'i:»>n  of  its  foil,  and  confequently  but  a  very  fmall  portion  of  i 
can  have   been  applied  to  manufadures.     Articles  of  the  fir 
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md  comfort  are  imported  in  exchange  for  proviHons  and 
aw  materials  which  are  the  growth  of  the  country,  and 
inhabitants  are  accuftomed  to  raife. 
any  time  extremely  difficult,  nor  is  it  pradiicable  with- 
iofsy  to  change  fuddenly  the  habits  of  a  whole  people, 
courfe  of  induftry  in  which  their  population  and  their 
reils  have  engaged  them.  An  agricultural  cannot  fud- 
id  at  will,  become  a  manufaAuring  people  ;  the  United 
nnot  inflantaneoufly,  on  the  mere  pafling  of  a  decree^ 
:o  the  manufa£lure  of  articles  heretofore  imported,  fuch 
I  of  their  labour  as  will  at  the  fame  time  furniOi  a  mar- 
he  furplus  commodities,  and  a  fupply  for  the  wants  of 
/ator  of  the  foil.  It  is  therefore  fcarcely  pofilble  for 
"urrender  their  foreign  commerce, 

;ndcnt  of  the  right  they  poflefs  in  common  with  othen 
for  and  choofe  the  be(l  markets,  it  is  believed  that  the 
hey  need  could  with  difficulty,  in  the  adual  (late  of  the 
e  completely  furnifbed,  without  the  aid  of  England  and 
ions.  It  is  not  pretended  that  France  manufactures  at 
or  foreign  confumption,  nor  do  the  underfigncd  fuppole 
i  exilis  a  market  where  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
n  in  exchange  the  articles  they  need  and  are  accuAomed 
ne,  if  thofe  coming  out  of  England  and  its  polfcdions  be 
ixcluded.  A  variety  of  other  confiderations,  and  efpe- 
difficulties  individuals  mud  encounter  in  fuddenly  break- 
nd  forming  new  conn^ions,  in  forcing  all  their  com- 
to  channels  not  yet  well  explored,  in  trading  without  a 
capital  to  coimtries  where  they  have  no  credit,  combine 
aimod  impcflible  an  immediate  diifolution  of  commercial 
fe  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
1  the  decree  complained  of  ihall  be  executed  on  American 
can  only  incrcafe  grievances  already  but  too  confiderable, 
$fer  the  carriage  of  Englifh  manufactures  for  American 
tion,  from  their  own  to  Britifh  bottoms,  failing  under 
:ction  of  a  convoy.  Inftcad  of  wounding  England,  it 
ably  aggrandize  its  marine,  by  facrificing  the  remnant  of 
le  United  Stales,  and  by  deftroying  that  fyftem  of  policy 
I  they  have  heieiofore  fought  to  give  their  own  veflelsi 
ion  of  their  own  carrying  trade,  which  would  otherwife 
?d  by  Britiih  merchants. 

lave  made  fome  general  animadverfions  on  the  govcm- 
the  United  States,  which  the  undcrfigned  feel  themfelves 
iefly  to  notice. 

lave  charged  that  government  with  giving  in(lru£liotYS 
e  fmcere  intention  of  aniving  at  pacific  refults,  and  yet 
rfigned  have  offered  to  change  thofe  claufes  in  the  treaty 

ot 


(    4U    ) 

of  17781  which  have  become  inconvenient  to  France,  and 
pair  any  injuries  which  may  have  been  committed. 

You  have  charged  that  government  with  omitting  poth 
prolong  and  augment  the  mifunderftanding  between  the  tv 
publics ;  but  does  not  the  fad,  that  the  underfigned  are  n 
Paris,  furnish  perfuafive  evidence  to  the  contrary? 

You  have  charged  it  with  fearching  to  Juftify,  by  da 
appearances,  the  prejudices  with  which  it  furrounds  at  pi 
the  name  of  the  republic,  and  jthe  fyftem  of  exafperatio 
feparation  purfued  in  this  refpedl  with  the  (Irangeft  obfl 
But  has  not  this  republic,  in  terms  the  moft  cordial,  been 
and  again  entreated  to  enter  into  a  candid  inveftigation  < 
mutual  complaints  of  the  two  nations  ?  Have  not  thefe  enti 
been  unnoticed,  whilfl  the  miniilers  deputed  to  make  then 
remained  unaccredited  ? 

You  have  charged  it  with  wifhing  to  feize  the  firft  favoi 
occafion  for  confumnriating  an  intimate  union  with  a  powc 
wards  which  a  devotion  and  a  partiality  are  profefled  whici 
long  conftituted  the  principle  01  the.condud  of  the  federal  g< 
ment ;  but  whilft  no  devotion  or  partiality  has  been  expreff 
any  nation  except  France,  have  not  the  United  States  made 
are  they  not  dill  making  the  moft  extraordinary  efforts  to  i 
the  broken  relations  between  the  two  republics  ? 

In  a  letter  difcufling  the  important  interefts  of  two  gre 
tions,  the  underfigned  are  unwilling  to  introduce  what  relate 
fonally  to  themfelves. 

This  unwi(hed-for  taflc  has  been  rendered  a  duty,  by  afc 
to  them  opinions  and  relations  which  exift  in  imagination 
and  by  adducing  thofe  fuppofed  opinions  and  relations  as  pre 
an  indifpofition,  on  the  part  of  the  government  which  has  dc 
them,  towards  that  accommodation  which  has  been  fouj 
unremittingly  through  all  thofe  difficulties  and  impediments 
which  the  piirfnit  has  been  cmbarraired. 

You  are  pleafed  to  add,  that  thefe  intentions  are  fo  littl 
guifed,  **  that  nothing  fcems  to  have  been  neglefled  at  Phi 
phia,  to  manifeft  them  to  every  eye.  It  is  probably  witl 
view  that  it  has  been  judged  proper  to  fend  to  the  French  rep 
perfons  whofe  opinions  and  relations  are  too  well  known  to 
from  them  difpofitions  fincerely  conciliatory." 

The  opinions  and  relations  of  the  underfigned  are  purely 
rican,  unmixed  with  any  particle  of  foreign  tint.  It  they  f 
a  quality  on  which  they  pride  themfelves,  it  is  an  attachm< 
the  happincTs  and  welfare  of  their  country;  if  they  could  al 
feleft  the  means  of  manifefting  that  attachment,  it  would  I 
cffefting  a  fmcere  and  real  accommodation  between  Franc 
the  United  States,  on  principles  promoting  the  interefts  of 
and  confiftent  with  the  independence  of  the  latter* 
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It  requires  no  aflurance  to  evince  that  every  real  American 
nuft  wifli  fincercly  to  extricate  his  country  from  the  ills  it  AifFers, 
ind  from  the  greater  ills  with  which  it  is  threatened ;  lut  all 
i^ho  love  liberty,  mud  admit  that  it  does  not  exift  in  a  nation 
M^hich  cannot  excrcife  the  right  of  maintaining  its  neutrality.  If 
^*  opinions  and  relations,"  fuch  as  thefe,  are  incompatible  with 
**  difpoOtions  fincerely  conciliatory,*'  then  indeed  has  the  federal 
government  chofen  unfit  inftruments  for  the  expreflions  of  its 
pacific  difpofjtion. 

You  contraft  the  condu£t  obferved  by  the  United  States,  under 
analogous  circumflances,  towards  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's,  with 
that  which  is  obferved  towards  this  republic.  You  fay,  that  on 
that  occafion  there  was  a  folicitude  to  fend  to  London  minifters 
well  known  to  poifefs  fentiments  conformable  to  the  objects  of 
tiieir  miffion ;  that  the  republic  has  a  right  to  count  upon  a  fimi- 
Ur  deference ;  and  that  if  a  like  attention  has  not  been  obferved 
with  refpe^l  to  it,  it  is  too  probable  that  it  mud  be  attributed  to 
the  views  already  indicated. 

If,  unfortunately,  the  cafes  fliall  exhibit  a  contraft,  it  is  not 
to  be  found  in  the  characters  the  United  States  have  thought  pro- 
P^tQ  employ,  or  in  the  condud  of  their  government,  otherwife 
tlun  by  the  fuperior  attention  manlfeded  towards  this  republic^ 
vA  never  (hown  to  any  other  nation,  in  deputing  to  it,  with 
>nple  powers,  three  envoys  extraordinary  and  miniilers  plenipo- 
tentiary from  the  three  great  divifions  of  the  United  States.  The 
niniflers  fent  to  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  greatly  deferved  the 
confideDce  of  their  country;  but  they  did  not  poffefs  fentiments 
Wore  conformable  to  the  objcfls  of  their  midion  than  thofc  de-. 
piitedtothis  republic.  They  did  not  wifli  more  ardently  to  efFeft 
Conciliation  ;  nor  is  it  believed  that  any  perfons  who  could  have 
^n  deputed  to  that  cabinet,  would  have  fubmitted  to  greater 
iacrifices  in  order  to  obtain  it.  Had  their  application  for  com- 
pcnfation  for  pad  injuries,  and  fecurity  againit  their  future  com- 
oiiOion,  been  only  met  by  requifitions,  a  compliance  with  which 
^'Ould  involve  their  nation  in  ills  of  which  war  perhaps  might  not 
pc  tile  mod  conluicrable ;  had  all  attempts  to  remove  unfavourable 
jnipreflions  failed,  and  all  offers  to  make  explanations  been  re- 
Jfded ;  can  it  be  believed,  that  other  miniftcrs  (the  fird  having 
^n  ordered  out  of  the  nation)  would  have  waited  fix  months 
^'QKcredited,  foliciting  permillion  to  difplay  the  upright  princi« 
pies  on  which  their  government  had  a£led,  and  the  amicable  fen- 
^inents  by  which  it  was  animated  ? 

The  underfigned  are  induced,  Citizen  Minider,  to  pray  your 
^^ntion  to  thefe  plain  truths,  from  a  conviction  that  they  mani- 
*cft  unequivocally  the  friendly  temper  of  the  federal  government^ 
*>ui  the  extreme  reluctance  with  which  the  hope  of  ap  accommo- 
^tion  with  France  would  be  relinquiflied. 
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The  undcrfigncd  obfervc,  with  infinite  regret,  that  thi 
fition  maniifeded  to  treat  with  the  minifter  who  might  be 
by  this  government,  is  not  accompanied  with  any  aflbn 
receding  from  thofc  demands  of  m'onfey  heretofore  made  t 
fiderations  on  which  alone  a  ceffation  of  hodility  on  Ai 
commerce  could  be  obtained,  to  which  the  underligned  \ 
the  power  to  accede,  with  which  the  United  States  woul 
extremely  difficult  to  comply,  and  a  compliance  with  whici 
violate  that  faith  pledged  for  the  obfervance  of  neutral! 
nvould  involve  them  in  a  difaflrous  war  with  which  they 
concern.  Nor  do  you  anfwer  to  the  applications  whi 
been  made  for  compenfation  to  the  citizens  of  the  Unitei 
for  property  which  (hail  be  proved  to  have  been  taken  cor 
the  law  of  nations  and  ex  idling  treaties,  otherwife  than  t 
are  willing  to  difcufs  cafes  where  there  has  been  a  depart! 
certain  principles,  which  principles,  in  fad,  involve  alm< 
cafe. 

You  have  fignified.  Citizen  Minifter,  that  the  E: 
Diredory  is  difpofed  to  treat  with  one  of  the  envoys, 
hope  that  this  overture  will  not  be  attended,  on  the  pat 
underdgned,  with  any  ferious  difficulty.  Every  propoi 
the  Executive  Diredory  is  confidered  with  the  mod  mil 
refpedlful  attention. 

The  refult  of  a  deliberation  on  this  point  is,  that  no  oi 
underfigned  is  authorized  to  take  upon  himfelf  a  negotiat 
dently  entrufted  by  the  tenour  of  their  powers  and  inftnii! 
the  whole .  nor  are  there  any  two  of  them  who  can  pr 
withdraw  thcmfelves  from  the  tafk  committed  to  them 
government,  while  inere  remains  a  pofnhility  of  perform! 

It  is  hoped  that  the  prejudices  laid  to  have  been  o 
againd  the  miniiters  of  the  United  States  will  be  diffipate 
truths  they  have  dated. 

If  in  this  hope  they  (hall  be  difappointed,  and  it  (houl 
will  of  the  Direftory  to  order  paflTports  for  the  whole  or  ai 
ber  of  them,  you  will  pleafc  to  accompany  fuch  paflfpc 
letters  of  fafe  condud,  which  will  entirely  proteft  f 
cruifers  of  France,  the  vefiTels  in  which  they  may  ref] 
fail,  and  give  to  their  perfons,  fuite,  and  property,  that 
fecurity  to  which  the  laws  and  ufages  of  nations  entitle  t\ 

They  pray  you.  Citizen  Minitter,  to  receive  the  ret 
their  afluranccs  of  profound  rcfpe£l  and  confideration. 

(Signed)         Charles  Cotes  worth  PincI 

John  Marshall. 
E.  Gerry. 
(A  true  copy.) 

Henry  M.  Rutledge,  Secretary. 
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A^ffage  from  the  Prejident  to  Congrefs. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^  and 

(jentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

"WHILE  I  congratulate  you  on  the  arrival  of  General  Mar- 
ihally  one  of  our  late  envoys  extraordinary  to  the  French  re- 
public, at  a  place  of  fafety,  where  he  is  judly  held  in  honour, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you  a  letter  received  by  him 
from  Mr.  Gerry,  the  only  one  of  the  three  who  has  not  received 
his  conge  :  this  letter,  together  with  another  from  the  minifter 
of  foreign  relations  to  him,  of  the  third  of  April,  and  his  an- 
fwcr  of  the  fourth,  will  fliow  the  fitualion  in  which  he  remains, 
hii    intentions,  and  profpeds. 

I  prefume  that,  before  this  time,  he  has  received  frelh  indruc- 
tions  (a  copy  .of  which  accompanies  this  meiFage)  to  confent  to 
no  loans  ^  and  therefore  the  negotiation  may  be  confidered  at  an 
cod. 

'  I     will  never  fend  another  minifter  to  France,  without  afliir- 
inces  that  he  will  be  received^  refpe£led,  and  honoured,  as  the 
reprefentative    of    a    great,    free,    powerful,    and   iadependent 
nation. 
^  United  States i  y««^2i/?,  1798.  John  Adams. 


. 


My  dear  Sir,  Par  is  9  i6tb  Jpril  1798. 

This  I  expeft  you  will  receive  by  my  colleague  General  Mar? 
ftall,  who  carries  with  him  the  laft  letter  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  to 
the  American  envoys,  and  their  anfwer.  On  the  day  when  we 
fcnt  the  anfwer,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  minifter,  a  copy  of 
^hich,  and  my  anfwer,  is  enclofed.  I  have  not  fent  thefe  to  the 
Secretary  of  ftatc,  becaufe  I  have  not  time  to  prepare  a  letter  to 
'^ocompany  them.  Indeed  I  expedlcd  my  pafTport  with  my  col- 
kagues;  but  am  informed  the  Diredlory  will  not  confent  to  my 
wing  France:  and  to  bring  on  an  immediate  rupture,  by 
•A)pting  this  meafure  contrary  to  their  wifhes,  would  be,  in  my 
ifind,  unwarrantable.  The  objedl  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  you  will 
perceive,  was  to  refume  our  reciprocal  communications,  and  again 
todifcufs  the  fubjcft  of  a  loan.  I  thought  it  bell,  in  my  an- 
^""^er,  not  merely  to  oh]c8t  to  this,  but  to  every  meafure  that 
^^Id  have  a  tendency  to  draw  me  into  a  negotiation.  I  accepted 
^f  this  miflion,  my  dear  Sir,  to  fupport  your  adminiftration,  an^ 
have  brought  myfelf  into  a  predicament  •  which  you  mull  afpfl 


*  I  allude  to  jny  painful  refidence  here  as  a  political  cipher. 
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me  to  extricate  myfelf  from,  by  appointing  fomc  others  tofnp 
ply  the  places  of  myfelf  and  colleagues,  if  a  farther  progrefs  ii 
this  bufmefs  (hould  be  found  prafiicable.  I  have  only  a  momen 
to  add  my  bed  refpeds  to  your  lady,  and  my  afl'urances  of  th 
moft  fincere  and  refpeflful  attachment, 

My  dear  Sir, 

Of  yours  finccrcly, 

E.  Gerry. 
TJtf  Prcjidcnt  of  the  United  States. 


Paris,  the  t^th  Germinal^  6th  Tear  of  the  Frine^ 
Republic  J  one  and  indivifible  ('^d  April  \^cjt^), 

The  Atiniflcr  of  Foreign  Relations  to  Mr.  Gerry,  Envoy  Extraw 
dinary  of  the  United  States  of  jimeiica  to  the  French  R^ublk* 

I  SUPPOSE,  Sir,  that  Mcffrs.  Pinckney  and  Marftiall  hf 
thought  it  ufeful  and  proper,  in  confequence  of  the  intimauod 
given  in  the  end  of  my  note  of  the  28th  Ventofe  laft,  and  th 
obdacle  which  tHeir  known  opinions  have  interpofed  tothede 
fired  reconciliation,  to  quit  the  territory  of  the  republic.  Oi 
this  fuppofition,  I  have  the  honour  to  point  out  to  you  the  5th  0 
the  7th  of  this  decade,  to  refume  our  reciprocal  communicatioo 
upon  the  interefts  of  the  French  republic  and  the  United  SuteiO 
America. 

Receive,  I  pray  you,  the  aflurances  of  my  perfeft  confidcrt 
tion. 

Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand* 


Paris,  ^thyfpril  1798  ('Germinal  15,  An  6)» 

I  HAD  the  honour,  Citizen  Minifter,  of  receiving  your  W 
ter  of  the  14th  Germinal  (the  3d  inlt.),  and  Mr.  Deutremcnt 
who  delivered  it,  informed  me  that  it  was  intended  to  be  fliaw 
to  Gen.  Pinckney  and  Gen.  Marfhall. 

Whilft  my  colleagues  and  myfelf,  to  whom  the  government ^ 
the  United  States  have  entruflcd  the  affairs  of  the  cmbafly,  hai 
joint  agency  therein,  I  have  carefully  imparted  to  them  all  t' 
propofitions  which  you  have  requeflcd,  and  the  relative  confe 
ences;  and  to  yourfelf  our  dccifions  thereon;  regretting,  at  t 
fame  time,  the  unfortunate  and  embarrailing  circumdances  whs 
impoftd  on  me  this  difagreeablc  tafk.  But  as,  by  the  tenour 
your  letter,  it  is  now  expeflcd  that  they  will  quit  the  territory 
the  French  republic,  it  will  be  impofiible  for  me  to  be  the  m 
dium  of,  or  to  take  any  meafures  which  v\ill  be  painful  to  a 
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racSf  or  not  to  afFord  them  all  the  afliftance,in  my  power  ; 
would  be,  moreover,  inconfiftent  with  the  line  of  conduA 
I  you  well  know.  Citizen  Miiufter^  I  have  unifoimly  ob- 
,  for  removing  the  unfavourable  imprefllons  which  exifted 
;  part  of  this  government  againft  them  :  indeed,  in  our  la(t 
there  is  a  conditional  application  for  pafTports,  which,  as  it 
rs  to  me,  fuperfedes  the  neceffity  of  a  hint  to  them  on  this 
i;  and  General  Marfhall  is  waiting  impatiently  for  an  an- 
:o  that  part  of  it  which  refpefts  a  letter  of  fafe  conduft  for 
slTel  in  which  he  and  his  fuite  may  take  paflage  for  the 
d  States,  to  determine  whether  he  (hall  embark  froux 
«  or  Great  Britain  ;  but  the  unfortunate  fituation  of  Gene- 
Dckney  with  refpefl  to  tlie  critical  ftate  of  his  daughter's 
I,  renders  it  utterly  impoflible  for  him  to  depart  under  exift- 
rciimilances. 

u  have  propofcd,  Citizen  Miniftcr,  the  5th  or  7th  of  this 
f  for  me  to  refume  (reprendrt)  our  reciprocal  communica- 
upon  the  interefts  of  the  French  republic  and  of  the  United 
•  The  reciprocal  communications  which  we  have  had  were 
Mily  as  I  have  alluded  to  in  the  beginning  of  thi^  letter,  un- 
oa^  propofition  accompanied  with  an  injundion  of  fecrecy 
e  to  tr^at  feparately,  is  confidered  in  this  light. '  To  refume 
ibjefi  will  be  unavailing,  becaufe  the  meafure,  for  the  rea- 
rUch  I  then  urged,  is  utterly  impradlicable.  I  can  only 
confer  informally  and  unaccredited  on  any  fubjeft  re(pe61- 
lor  miilion,  and  communicate  to  the  government  of  the 
d  States  the  refult  of  fuch  conferences,  being,  in  my  indi- 
1  capacity,  unauthorized  to  give  them  an  official  (lamp, 
rthelefs,  every  meafure  in  my  power,  and  in  conformity 
the  duty  I  owe  my  country,  (hall  be  zealoufly  purfued,  to 
I  harmony  and  a  cordial  friend(bip  between  the  two  repub* 

had  the  honour  of  calling  on  you  lad  evening,  for  the 
fe  of  making  this  communication  vei bally,  but  Ins  you 
abfent,  to  prevent  mifconceptions,  I  have  thought  it  be^  to 
t  it  to  writing. 

:ept,  I  pray  you,  Citizen  Miniftcr,  the  a(rurances  of  my 
i  edeem  and  refpe£l. 

E,  Gerry. 

tbt  ATinifler  of  Foreign  Affairs  of 
the  French  Republic. 


Ti 
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1  requcR  you  immediatelj^to  communicate  to  roe  tfae  oMes  for 
which  the  initials  W.  X.  Y.  and  Z.  (land ;  and  likewUe  the 
Bame  of  the  lady  who  is  reprefented  to  have  had  converfjUUons 
with  Mr.  Pinckney  upon  American  affairs.  If  you  have  any 
rehiflance  to  fend  mc  them  in  writing,  be  fo  good  as  communi* 
cate  them  confidentially  to  the  bearer. 

1  firmly  rely  upon  the  zeal  you  mud  feel  to  put  the  govern- 
ment in  a  fituation  thoroughly  to  invefligate  thefe  proceedings, 
by  which  I  congratulate  you  in  not  having  been  duped,  and 
which  you  cannot  but  wi(h  to  fee  cleared  up. 


Anfwer  of  Mr.  Gerry. 

Paris f  May^if  *79'' " 

I  HAVE  received.  Citizen  Minifler,  vour  letter  of  the  I(t1' 
Prairial  (30th   May),  and   the  newfpaper  to  which   it  allu^C^* 
The  new Ipapcr  contains  the  whole  of  the  irregular  negotialiof^ 
communicated  by  the  envoys  to  their  Government.    The  fettc* 
proves,  that  certain  intriguers  had  made  propofals  to  the  cnv;oyfc 
and  had  carried  on  convcrfations  with  them,  the  object  of  which 
evidently  was  to  impofe  upon  them.    You  accordingly  expre&  ' 
dcfire  that  I  (hould  impart  to  you  their  names. 
'   If  thefe  pcrfons  have  not  beeh  authorized  to  come  forwardi  jOTv 
being  invefled  with  definite  powers,  have  exceeded  them,..tbc]r 
have  outraged  the  French  government  and  the  envoys.    Thi* 
point  I  am  not  competent  to  decide,  as  they  did  not  produce,  as 
far  as  I  know,  any  authority,  any  document,  of  any  kind  vrhat- 
ever. 

The  publications  in  queftion  are  fufficlent  to  prove  how  very 
delicate  my  fituation  is,  with  regard  to  the  name  of  thefe  indivi- 
duals: and  they  contained  circumilanccs  which  I  hope  will  ena- 
ble you  to  invefligate  the  affair  to  the  bottom,  without  infilling 
upon  any  other  comnHinications  from  nie.  At  the  fame  time^ 
defirous  to  (hield  innocent  perfons  from  fufpicions,  by  which 
they  might  have  been  placed  in  an  awkward  (ituation,  I  have  no 
objedlion  to  declare,  that  three  of  the  individuals  mentioDcd 
arc  foreigners,  and  that  the  fourth  aded  only  as  raeflcngcr  aifd 
interpreter. 

You  will  perceive.  Citizen  Minifler,  the  extreme  repugiunoe 
of  the  envoys  to  fuch  an  irregular  mode  of  negotiation,  /rofo 
their  anfwer  of  the  30th  Oi^ober  to  certain  propoHtions.  which 
had  previoufly  been  made  to  them.  Upon  the  j(l  of  Novejdbtt 
they  determined  to  put  an  end  to  fuch  intercourfc,  and  they  kept 
their  refolution,  notwithflanding  the  repeated  attempts,  wbi^ 
were  fubfequently   made^    al  ine  fame    time^   however,  tbqf 
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tliQuglit  it  their  duty  to  communicsite  the  whole  to  their  govern- 
ment. 

Aocepty    Citizen  MiniAer,    the  aflurance  of   my  profound 
cfteciB. 


Tlf  Afinifier  of  Foreign  Affain  to  Mr.  Gerrj^    Envoy  of  the 

United  States. 

Sir,  Paris y  13  Prairialf  Tear  6  (yune  i). 

I  RECEIVED  yotir  letter  of  yeftcrday  ;  you  inform  me,  firft, 
that  the  newfpaper  I  font  you  contains  the  whole  of  the  irregu* 
hr  negotiations  communicated  by  the  envoys  to  their  government ; 
Secondly,  that  the  perfons  in  queftion,  as  far  as  you  know,  pro«^ 
liuced  no  authority,  no  document,  of  any  kind  whatever  to  ac 
^^it  them ;  thirdly,  that  three  of  the  individuals  mentioned^ 
Mt  is  to  fay,  in  the  order  in  which  1  placed  them,  W.  X.  Y- 
tfie  foreigners;  and  that  the  fourth,  that  is  Z.  afied  only  as  a 
tt^flenger  and  interpreter. 

Although  I  am  aware  of  the  repugnance  you  mud  feel  to  name 
nefe  individuals,  it  is  my  duty  to  entreat  you  to  make  that  feeling 
^t  way  to  the  importance  of  the  objed.  Have  the  goodnefs 
tteti^  I  (I,  Either  to  give  me  their  names  in  writing,  or  commu* 
aicate  them  confidentially  to  the  bearer.  2dly,  To  name  the 
My  to  whom  Mr.  Pinckney  alludes.  3dly,  To  tell  me  if  any 
tC'fhe  citizens,  employed  in  my  department,  and  authorized  by 
mXo fee  the  envoys,  faid  a  (ingle  word  which  had  the  leaft  ana- 
^P  to  the  fcandalous  propofition  fpropojition  choquantej  made  by 
XTand  Y.  with  refpe£t  to  the  payment  of  any  fum  whatever, 
JQtended  to  be  pocketted  in  a  corrupt  manner. 


Anfwer  of  Mr.  Gerry. 

:  Citizen  Minifter,     Paris^  yijfune  1798,  idth Prairial^  Tear  6. 

•I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  Prairial,  in  which, 
ifter  haying  quoted  part  of  mine  of  the  31ft  of  May,  you  prefs 
iKfi'-ifiimediately  to  give  way  to  the  importance  of  the  6bje£t;  and 
ft.  To  give  you  in  writing,  or  to  communicate  confidentially 
>  the  bearer,  the  names  of  the  perfons  for  whom  the  letters  W» 
l;Y.  Z,  (land.  2dly,  To  name  the  lady  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
hkcl^ney.     3dly,  To  declare  whether  any  of  the  citizens  belong- 

S'  to  your  office,  and  authorized  by  you  to  fee  the  envoys,  ever 
Ik  word  which  had  the  leaft  analogy  to  the  fcandalous  propo- 
ibh  ihade  by  X.  and  Y.  refpcding  the  payment  of  any  (um 
hiitt^ver,  to  be  pocketted  in  a  corrupt  manner.  With  regard  to 
't  iperfons  underftood  by  the  letters  X.  Y.  Z.  1  (hall  fend  you 
dfr  ttames,  authenticated  by  my  hand  and  feal,  if  you  zSuit  me 
Vol.  VII.  3  K  that 
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I 

that  they  (hall  not  be  publifhcd  as  coming  from  me ;  although  thit 
meafure  docs  not  appear  to  mc  necclTary,  in  order  to  difcovcrthe 
ivhole  of  them,  and  as  Z.  informs  me,  that  he  has  volantarily 
avowed  himfclf.  But  W.  never  having  faid  a  word  to  me  refpcfl- 
ing  X,  or  any  part  of  onr  commHnications,  I  take  it  for  granted, 
that  the  manitcit  impropriety  of  which  I  Ihould  be  guilty  in  doing 
vrhat  you  defire  upon  a  hearfay,  will  be  a  fufiictent  cxcufe  for 
omitting  his  name.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  the  name 
of  any  lady,  for  no  lady  has  had  any  political  communication  with 
mc  fince  my  arrival  in  Paris.  With  regard  to  the  citizens  cm- 
ployed  in  your  department,'  and  authori/.td  by  you,  in  your  <^ 
cial  communications,  I  cannot  recoiled  a  word  uttered  by  any 
one  ot  them  which  had  the  leaft  analogy  to  the  propofitions  roailc 
hy  X.  and  Y.  in  their  irregular  negotiations,  with  refpefttothe 
payment  of  money  to  be  pockettcd  in  a  corrupt  manner*  1  beg 
you  lo  accept,  Citizen  Miniller,  the  aflurances  of  my  perfeft 
edeem  and  rciped. 

The  Afiuijicr  of  Foreign  Jffairs  to  Afr*  Gcrrj^  Envoy  oftbe  Umiti 

Stales. 

Sir,  Paris,  i6th  Pralrlal  fytme  ^ 

1  HAVE  jtift  received  your  letter  of  yefterday. — You  mayfeod 
roc,  in  perfeft  confidence,  the  names  to  which  you  allude  unfa 
your  hand  and  feal.  1  give  you  the  aflurance,  that  they  fliall  not 
be  publifhcd  as  coming  from  you. 

Accept,  See. 

Note. — The  names  were  accordingly  tranfmitted  to  the  miniftcfi 
by  whona  they  were  immediately  recorded. 


To  the  Min'rjicr  of  Fordgn  Affairs. 

Paris,   1 2^h  Prairial  (Aiay  31). 

MR.  GERRY  has  communicated  to  me  the  letter  which 
you  yefterday  wrote  him,  in  which  you  exprefsly  defire  him  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  names  of  the  pcrfons  underllot^d  by  the  let? 
ters  W.  X  Y.  Z.  referred  to  in  the  correfpondcncc  of  the  Ame- 
rican envoys,  printed  in  a  public  paper  of  the  United  States  rf 
America,  dated  12th  April. 

My  delicacy  could  not  but  be  feverely  hurt  to  fee  myfetfi 
under  the  appellation  of  Z.  performing  a  part  in  the  company  <rf 
certain  intrigansy  whofe  objeft,  doubtlefs,  was  to  derive  advan- 
tage from  the  credulity  of  the  American  envoys,  and  to  make 
them  their  dupes.  Finding  myfcif  implicated  in  this  aflFair,  wrf 
defirous  to  remove  the  uneafinefs  I  felt,  refpefling  the  difagrtc* 
'able  impreffions,  and  the  confcqucnces,  which  the  publication  of 

you; 
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ir  letter  to  Mr.  Gerry  may  have  occaGoned,  I  thought  it  my 
:y  .to  fee  you  without  delay,  and  to  entreat  you.  Citizen 
loiftcr,  to  have  the  goodnefs  to  give  me  your  declaration  in 
iting,  that  in  the  interviews  I  had  with  thefe  gentlennen  I 
lowed  up  the  communication  which  you  employed  me  to  tranf- 
t  to  them  in  the  manner  which  I  now  proceed  to  explain. 
In  the  beginning  of  lad  Brumaire,  having  gone  to  pay  my 
'pe&s  to  the  minifter  of  foreign  affairs^  and  the  converfation* 
viDg  turned  upon  the  United  States  of  America,  heexprelFed  tomp 
i  furprife  thai  no  Americans,  and  particularly  the  new  envoys^ 
er  came  to  his  houfe  ;  that  this  was  not  the  way  to  open  the  nego- 
uion,  for  the  fuccefs  of  which  thev  had  more  reafon  than  us  to  be 
>ncerned;  that  he  would  receive  them  individually  with  great  plea* 
re,  and  panicularly  Mr.  Gerry,  whom  he  had  known  at  Bof* 
At  Knowing  the  friendfhip  which  I  maintained  with  Mr. 
>ctry,  he  defired  me  to  communicate  to  them  what  he  had  faid. 
accordingly  waited  upon  Mr.  Gerry,  who,  having  fent  for  his 
dleagues,  imparted  to  them  the  converfation  whic]^  I  had  had 
ith  the  Citizen  Miniller.  MeiTrs.  Pinckney  and  Marfliall,  from 
lotives  of  etiquette,  refufcd  to  wait  upon  the  miniiter ;  but  as  the 
me  reafons  did  not  apply  to  Mr.  Gerry,  it  was  agreed  that  we 
tould  go  next  day  to  the  minider's  houfe,  and  that  I  (hould 
^mpany  them.  At  this  period  Mr.  Gerry  could  not  exprefshim- 
ilf  in  French.  Next  day  we  accordingly  went ;  but  the  minifter 
3t  being  at  home,  Mr.  Gerry  requeued  that  a  day  lhou)d  be  nafQe4 
rthe  vifit,  and  it  v/as  fixed  for  a  few  days  afterwards.  We  went 
*  the  place  of  meeting,  and  after  the  ufual  compliments,  Mr* 
trry  having  expreifed  to  the  minifter  his  wiih  to  fee  harmony 
!-cftablilhed  between  the  republics,  the  minifter  replied,  that  the 
^ircdory  had  come  to  the  determination  not  to  treat  with  them 
II  they  had  made  reparation  for  fome  articles  in  the  fpeech  of 
t  Prefident  at  the  opening  of  the  Congrefs,  and  ^iven  an 
^planation  of  fome  others  ;  that  he  could  only  put  off  tor  a  few 
iyslnaking  an  official  communication  to  them  of  this  determina- 
)n;  that  till  then  if  they  had  any  propofitions  to  make  which 
nld  be  agreeable  to  the  Directory,  he  would  prefeht  them  with 
e  utmoft  alacrity;  that  confidering  the  circUmftance  and  the 
rvices  of  a  fimilar  kind  which  France  had  performed  on  a  fimi* 
roccafion  to  the  United  States,  the  beft  way  would  be  for  thcoi 
offer  a  loan  to  France  either  by  taking  Batavian  infcriptions  for 
e  fum  of  Bfteen  or  fixteen  millions  of  florins,  or  in  any  other 
inner  that  might  be  approved.  Mr.  Gerry,  after  replying  in  a 
tlite  though  evafive  manner,  on  the  firft  article,  added  on  the 
hje£t  of  the  loan,  that  their  powers  did  not  extend  fo  far,  but  that 
'  would  talk  over  the  matter  with  his  colleagues.  It  is  to  be 
fenred,  that,  as  the  minifter  fpoke  nothing  but  French,  1  le- 
Stted  u\  Englifti  to  Mr.  Gerry  what  he  faid ;  and  that  although 
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certain  that  he  very  well  underftood  the  anfwcrs  of  Mr.  Gerry,  I 
repeated  them  to  him  in  French.  We  took  our  leave  et  the 
miniftery  who  then  received  a  courier,  and  he  defired  mc  at  part- 
ing  to  repeat  to  Mr.  Gerry  and  his  colleagues  what  he  had  faid 
to  iis.  Accordingly  I  repeated  to  Mcflrs.  Pincknty  and  MarlhaD) 
in  prefencc  of  Mr.  Gerry,  the  converfation  wc  had  had  with  the 
minifter.  ■ 

A  few  days  after,  Mr.  Gerry  requeued  mc  again  to  aaom* 
pany  him  on  a  vifit  to  the  minifter,  and  having- renewed  hiset- 
prellions  of  the  extreme  defirc  he  entertained  to  fee  the  moft  per- 
feft  union  re-cftablilhed  between  the  two  nations,  he  recurred 
to  the  infiifficiency  of  their  power,  and  propofed  in  his  own 
name  and  that  of  his  colleagues,  that  one  of  them  (hould  imme- 
diately fet  out  for  America  with  the  conditions  which  the  French 
government  might  propofe.  The  minifter  anfwered,  that  it  wooM 
then  require  fix  months  to  have  an  anfwer,  and  that  it  was  of  the 
utmoA  importance  to  come  to  a  fpcedy  refohition ;  that  he  was 
extremely  dcfirous  to  have  frequent  communications  with  them 
individually,  and  amicably.  This  appearing  to  him  to  be  the 
beft  means  to  airivc  at  a  fpeedy  underftanding,  he  lamented  (Hi 
this  account  that  he  had  yet  had  no  communication  with  them. 

Such,  Citizen  Minifter,  as  far  as  my  memory  can  rccollefl, 
arc  the  details  of  the  two  converfations  at  which  I  was  prcfcnt, 
I  fhall  only  add,  that  no  perfon  wilhes  more  anxioufly  than  I  do 
to  fee  the  negotiation  brought  to  a  fuccefsful  concluflon. 

Health  and  refped^. 

Hautevai^ 

■    '  '» 

Senate  of  the  United  States^  July  i8,  l^<)Z. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate^ 

TDELIEVING  that  the  letter  received  this  morning  from  Gene- 
■"  rai  Waftington,  will  give  high  fatisfadion  to  the  Senate,  I 
tranfmil  them  a  copy  of  it,  and  congratulate  them  and  the  pubUc 
on  this  great  event,  the  General's  acceptance  of  his  appointmeati 
as  Lieutenant-general  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army. 
United  States,  July  17,  1798.  JoHN  AsAMSt 


Dear  Sir,  Jliount  Ferncn,  July  13,  1798, 

1  HAD  the  honour,  on  the  evening  of  the  nth  inftant,  to  re- 
ceive from  the  hand  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  your  favour  of  the 
7th,  announcing  that  you  had,  with  the  advice  and  confentof 

the  Senate^  appointed  me  <<  Lieutenant-general  and  ConxoSandef 

• 
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Chief  of  all  the  armies  raifedi  or  to  be  raifed,  for  the  fcrrloe 
thfc  United  States." 

I  cannot  cxprefs  how  greatly  affeded  I  am  at  this  new  proof  of 
iblkr  confidence^  and  the  highly  flattering  manner  in  which  yoa 
^rebeen  pleafed  to  make  the  communication  ;  at  the  fame  time, 
muft  flot  conceal  from  you  my  earneft  wilh,  that-the  choice  had 
lien  upon  a  man  icfs  declined  in  years,  and  better  qualified  to 
iQMioter  the  ufiial  viciflitudes  of  war. 

You  know.  Sir,  what  calculation  I  have  made  relative  to  the 
obable  courfe  of  events,  on  my  retiring  from  office,  and  ihe 
itermination  I  had  confoled  rhyfclf  with,  of  clofing  the  remnant 
^iny  days  in  my  prefent  peaceful  abode;  you  will  therefore  be 
ao  lofs  to  conceive  and  appreciate  the  fenfations  I  mu(l  have 
iperienccd,  to  bring  my  mind  to  any  conclufion  that  would 
iigcmtf  at  fo  late  a  period  of  life,  to  Jeave  fccncs  1  fincerely 
mti,  to  enter  upon  the  boundlefs  field  of  public  adion^  inccflaoc 
Qoblei  and  high  refponfibility. 

Jtwas  not  pofiible  for  n:e  to  remain  ignorant  of,  Or  indiflFerent 
•i  re^nt  tranfadions.  The  condud  of  the  Diredory  of  France 
•ws^s  our  country ;  their  infulious  hoftility  to  its  government; 
cir.  various  pradices  to  withdraw  the  affedions  of  the  people 
tsn  it  i  the  evident  tendency  of  their  ads,  and  thofe  of  t-heir 
^m  to  countenance  and  invigosate  oppofltion  ;  therr  difregaid 
jfoiemn  treaties  and  the  laws  of  nations;  their  war  upon  oar 
^celefs  commerce  ;  their  treatment  of  our  minifters  of  peace  ; 
id  their  demands  amounting  to  tribute  ;  could  not  fail  to  excite 
me  correfponding  fentiments  with  thofc  my  countrymen  have 
generally  cxprelfed  in  their  affeclionate  addrelTes  to  you.  Be- 
ivc  me,  Sir,  no  one  can  more  cordially  approve  of  the  wife  and 
tidcnt  meafures  of  your  adminiftration.  They  ought  to  inipire 
liverfal  confidence,  and  will,  no  doubt,  combined  with  the  ftate 
things,  call  from  Congrefs  fuch  laws  and  means,  as  will 
able  you  to  meet  the  full  force  and  extent  of  the  crifis. 
Satisfied,  therefore,  that  you  have  fincerely  wi(hed  and  endea- 
jred  to  avert  war,  and  exhaufted,  to  the  lad  drop,  the  cup  of 
enciliation,  we  can  with  pure  hearts  appeal  to  Heaven  for  the 
lice  of  our  caufc  ;  and  may  confidently  truft  the  final  refult  to 
t  kind  Providence  who  has  heretofore,  and  fo  often^  fignall/ 
crared  the  people  of  thefe  United  States. 

Thinking  in  this  manner,  and  feeling  how  incumbent  it  is  upon 
ry  perfon,  of  every  defcription,  to  contribute  at  all  times  to 
country's  welfare,  and  efpccially  in  a  moment  like  the  pre- 
t,  when  every  thing  we  hold  dear  and  facred  is  fo  feriouflf 
eatened ;  I  have  finally  determined  to  cccept  the  commiflion  of 
mmander  in  Chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  with 
I  refcrve  only^  that  I  (hall  not  be  called  into  the  field  until  the 

army 
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army  is  in  a  fituation  to  require  tny  prcfcnce,  or  it  becomes  indif- 
pen  fable  by  the  urgency  of  circumftances. 

In  making  this  rcfervation,  I  beg  it  to  be  undcrilood,  that  I  do 
not  mean  to  withhotcl  any  aflfiftance  to  arrange  and  organize  the 
army,  which  you  may  think  I  can  afford.  1  take  the  liberty  alio 
to  mention,  that  I  mult  decline  having  my  acceptance  conftdeted 
as  drawing  after  it  any  immediate  charges  upon  the  public;  or 
that  I  can  receive  any  emoluments  annexed  to  the  appokitoicntf 
before  entering  into  a  fuuation  to  incur  expenfc. 

The  Secretary  of  War  being  anxious  to  return  to  the  feat  of 
government,  I  have  detained  him  no  longer  thali  was  neceflary  to 
a  full  communication  upon  the  feveral  points  he  had  in  charge. 

,With  very  great  refpeA  and  confideration, 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient,  humble  fcrvanti 

G.  Washington. 

John  Adam^y 
Prejident  of  the  United  States. 


.  I 


Buonaparte  to  the  Pacha  of  Egypt m 

On  board  P  Orient ^   12  MeJJidor  (Jum  JCJ. 

npHE  Executive  Diredlory  of  the  French  republic  have  fi^ 
quently  applied  to  the  Sublime  Porte  to  demand  the  ptuifll^ 
ment  of  the  Leys  of  Egypt,  who  oppreffed  with  their  vexatioBi 
the  merchants  of  France. 

But  the  Sublime  Porte  declared,  that  the  Beys,  an  avariciooi 
and  fickle  race,  refufcd  to  liiten  to  the  principles  of  juilice,  and 
not  only  that  the  Porte  did  not  authorize  thefe  infults,  but  witt 
drew  their  proteclion  from  the  perfons  by  whom  they  were  com* 
mitted. 

The  French  republic  has  rcfolved  to  fend  a  powerful  amiyy  ta 
put  an  end  to  the  exadions  of  the  Eeys  of  Egypt,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  it  has  been  feveral  times  compelled,  during  the  prefeot 
century,  to  take  thefe  mcafurts  againll  the  Beys  of  Tunis  arf 
Algiers.  You,  who  ought  to  be  the  mailer  of  the  Beys,  andw* 
are  kept  at  Cairo,  without  power  or  authority,  you  ought  ^ 
regard  my  arrival  with  pleafure.  You  are,  doubtlefs,  alfcrif 
apprifed  that  I  come  not  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  the  t^ 
ran  or  the  Sultan.  You  know  that  the  French  nation  is  the  only 
ally  which  the  Sultan  has  in  Europe.  Come  then  and  meet  iB^f 
axid  curfc  along  with  me  the  impuous  race  of  the  Beys. 

(Signed)  Buonafasts* 


Bmnapdf^ 
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Qnapdrtty  Commandtr  m  Chief  ^  to  the  Commander  of  the  Carazmn. 

On  board  rOricnty   13  AUffidor  (July  i). 

THE  Beys  have  oppreiTed  our  merchants  with  vexation  ;  I  am 
ae  to.  lieniand  reparation.  To-morrow  I  (hall  be  in  Alex- 
Iria*  You  ought  to  feel  no  uneafinefs ;  you  belong  to  our 
nd  friend^  the  Sultan  ;  condu£l  yourfelf  accordingly.  But  if 
i  commit  the  lead  hoflility  againft  the  French  army,  I  (hall 
It  you  as  an  enemy  ;  and  for  this  you  mud  be  accountable,  as 
s  iar  from  my  heart  and  from  my  intentions* 

(Signed)     Buonaparte* 


Bucnaf^drtCj  General  in  Chief,  to  the  People  of  Egypt^ 

FOR  a  long  time  the  Beys  who  govern  Egypt  have  infulted  the 
ench  nation,  and  oppreiled  the  merchantb  with  exadions. 
For  a  long  time  this  heap  of  flaves,  purchafed  in  the  Cau* 
Pus  and  Georgia,  have  tyrannized  over  the  faiieft  part  of  the 
)rld.  « 

But  God,  upon  whom  all  depends,  has  direded  that  their  cm- 
« (hould  iini(h.  • 

Inhabitants  of  Egypt,  when  the  Beys  tell  you  I  come  to  deflroy 
ur  religion,  believe  them  not.  Anfwer  them,  that  I  con^  to 
bie  the  rights  of  the  poor  from  the  hands  of  their  tyrants ;  and 
it  the  French  refped,  more  than  the  Mamelucks,  God,  his 
opbet,  and  the  Koran. 

Tell  them  that  all  men  are  equal  in  the  eyes  of  God.  Under- 
loding,  ingenuity,  and  fcience  alone,  make  a  difference  be-- 
lecn  them ;  and  what  wifdom,  what  talents,  what  virtues  dif- 
igai(h  the  Mamelucks,  that  they  (hould  have  exclufively  all  that 
riders  life  fweet  and  pleafant  ? 

Is  there  a  beautiful  woman  ?    She  belongs  to  the  Mamelucks. 
there  a  handfome  flave,  a  fine  horfe,  a  hne  houfe  ?  They  be- 
M[  to  the  Mamelucks. 

is  Egypt  their  farm  ?  Let  them  ihow  the  Icafe  which  God  has 
fen  them.  But  God  is  juft  and  merciful  to  all  people.  All  the 
grptians  are  entitled  to  the  pofTcdiun  of  all  places.  The  wifed, 
oft  enlightened,  and  mod  virtuous  will  govern,  and  the  people 
iN  be  happy.  You  had  once  great  cities,  large  canals,  much 
Mfe:  who  has  dedroyed  them  but  the  avarice,  injudice,  and  ty- 
imy  of  the  Mamelucks  ? 

Cadis,  Cheiks,  I  mans,  Tcherbadjies,  tell  the  people  that  we 
t  the  friends  of  true  MufTulmen.  Did  not  we  dedroy  the  Pope, 
ko&w  that  it  was  ncccflary  to  make  war  againd  the  Mu'diil- 
icn  ?  Did  we  not  dedroy  the  Knights  of  Malta,  becaufe  thofe 
»lifh  men  thought  that  God  wilhed  war  to  be  carried  on  againd 
^  MulTulmen  ?  Have  not  we  been  at  all  times  the  friends  of  the 
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Gmd  Seignior,  (may  God  accompUQi  his  wjibes !)  and  (he  foe  of 
his  foes  r  The  Mamelucks,  on  the  contrary,  are  not  tlMy  ever  re* 
Tolting  againft  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Seignioft  whom  they 
ft  ill  rcfufe  to  acknowledge  ? 

Thrice  happy  thofc  who  are  with  us!  they  (hall  profperin  their 
fortune  and  ranlc — happy  thofe  who  are  neuter !  they  wiU:  kait 
time  to  learn,  to  know  us,  and  will  be  with  us.  But  mifenUfy 
thrice  miferable  thofe  who  (hall  arm  for  the  Mamelucka,  andfif^ 
againd  us — there  ihall  be  no  hope  for  them,  they  (httll  perilh ! 

Art.  I.  All  places  which  (hall  be  three  leagues diftantfroailhft 
route  of  the  French  army,  (hall  fend  one  of  their  principal  iiiha^ 
bitants  to  the  General  to  declare  that  they  fubmit,  and  will  hoMi  the 
French  flag,  which  is  blue,  white,  and  red. 

II.  Every  village  which  (hallarm  againft  the  French  ann;  (hail 
be  burned  to  the  ground* 

IIL  Every  village  which  (hall  fuhmit  to  the  French  (hall boil 
the  French  fiag,  and  that  of  the  Sublime  Port,  their  ally. 

IV.  The  Cheiks  fhall  feal  up  the  houfes  and  effcOs  of  tte 
Mamehicks>  and  take  care  that  not  the  fmalleft  article  (hall  U 
loft. 

V.  The  Cheiks,  Cadis,  and  Imans,  (hall  continue  to  cxenife 
their  refpcdive  fundlions.  Each  ijihabitant  ihall  reoiain  in  &» 
bou(e,  and  prayers  fball  continue  as  uAial :  every  one  ihall  return^ 
thanks  to- God  for  the  deftru£lion  of  the  Mamelucks.  Gioryii' 
the  Sultan,  glory  to  the  French  army  his  friend  !  Cur(es  to  dw 
Mamelucks,  and  happincfs  to  the  people  of  Egypt ! 

(Signed)  BuoNAFAaTE. 


Orders  of  Buonaparte^  General  in  Chief m    - 

Head  Quarters  on  board  rOrteut^  ^d  Mi§i^ 
(2lJ}Ju7ie),  dlhrcar. 

ART.  I.  Every  individual  of  the  army  who  (liall  pillag^t^r 
fteal  flkall  be  fhot. 

II.  Every  individual  of  the  army  who  (hall  impofe  contiflHH 
tions  upon  towns,  villages,  or  individuals,  or  ihall  commit  CK^ 
tortions,  of  whatever  kind  they  may  l>e,  (hall  be  (hot.  •' 

III.  When  any  individuals  of  a  divifion  (hall  have  committed 
any  diforderain  a  country,  the  whole  divilion  thai!  be  rcfponlible. 
If  the  guilty  are  known,  the  General  in  Cl;icf  (hall  order  ihcm  to 
be  (hot ;  if  they  are  unknown,  the  General  in  Chief  (hallendes* 
vour  to  difcover  them  ;  and  if  they  remain  undifcovcrcd,  he  (h^U 
retain,  on  account  of  the  divifion,  the  fnm  neccllary  to  indemnify 
the  inhabitants  for  the  iofs  they  may  have  fuftaincd.' 
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lb  indWkhial  of  the  army  is  authoH^ed  to  maktf  re<]uifitfons« 
e  contributions,  iinlcfs  furni(h«d  with*  inftniAions  from 
itnifliry  in  Chief,  in  purfuance  of  an  order  of  the  General 
F.  •  •     ■  *  ■ 

fe  of  urgency,  as  it  often  happens  in  war,  if  the  General 
Fand  the  Commiflary  in  Chief  (hould  chance  to  be  at  a 
from  a  diviflon,  the'^General  of  Divifion  may  authorize  the 
lary  at  War  to  make  the  requifittons  of  urgency.  ' 

*he  General  of  Divifion  ihall  immediately  fend  to  the  Ge* 
Chief  a  copy  of  the  authority  which  he  (hall  have  given  ; 
Commiflary  at  War  (hall  immediately  fend  to  the  Com- 
in  Chief  a  copy  of  the  objeSs  he  requires. 
^Tothing  but  neceflaries  for  the  foldierSi  hofpitals,  tranf- 
nd  artillery,  (hall  be  put  in  requiPition. 
When  once  the  requifitions  are  made,  the  objefis  required 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  agents  of  the  different  adminiftra^ 
ho  (hall  give  receipts  for  them,  and  receive  others  from 
whom  they  (hall  diftributc  them,  and  (hall  be  accountable 
y  thing.  Thus  in  no  cafe  can  officers  or  foldiers  receive 
the  objcds  required. 

•  All  money,  gold,  and  filver,  proceeding  from  requifitions, 
tions,  or  otherwife,  (hall  within  twelve  hours  be  depo- 
the  cheft  of  the  Paymader  of  divtffon  ;  and  in  cafe  he 
at  a  di(tance,  it  (ball  be  dcpofited  in  the  cheft  of  the  Qutr* 
r  of  the  corps. 

n  thofe  places  where  there  (hall  be  a  conimandant,  no  requi** 
all  be  made  without  the  Commiflary  at  War  firft  acquaint- 
:ommandant  of  the  place  by  whofc  order  it  is  the  requifi- 
made.  The  commandant  of  the  place  (hall  immediately 
he  Etat  Major-general  thereof. 

hofe  who  adk  contrary  to  the  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  and 
ides,  ihall  be  ca(hiered,  and  condemned  to  two  years  im* 
ent« 

The  General  in  Chief  orders  the  General  Chief  of  the 
ijor,  Generals  of  Divifion,  and  Commiflaries  in  Chief,  to 
'  utmoft  endeavours  to  execute  the  prefent  order  ;  his  in- 
)eing,  that  the  funds  of  the  army  (hall  not  be  applied  to  the 
[t  of  a  few  individuals,  but  to  the  advantage  of  all* 
[iencral  in  Chief, 

(Signed)  BuONAPAitTB* 


VIL  3  L  Declarathn 


Jk^I^rmHi  pf  tie  J^ti  and  princl^l  Cbeiks  tf  Urn  Cltj^ 
JUxanJiio^  in  the  Ksmt  ^tbt  lnbakit4uus. 

GLORY  to  God,  to  whom  all  glory  is  due,  and  peace  to  the 
holy  Prophet  Mahooicti  his  family,  aiid  the  companions  of  his 
divine  miflion. 

The  following  amf mcnt  baa  been  concluded  between  us,  the 
chief  men  of  the  city  of  Alexandria,  whpfe  names  are  hereunto 
fiibjoioed,  and  the  General  in  Chief  of  the  French  army  encatii|>e<l 
in  this  city. 

The  underftgned  Chiefs  (hall  continue  to  obferve  the  law  and 
facred  inftitutions.    They  (hall  determine  all  difference  according 
to  the  pureft  jufiice,  and  carefully  keep  a^  a  ditlance  from  the 
crooked  path  of  iniquity.     The  Ouii,  to  whofe  care  the  tribunal 
of  juftice  is  to  be  confided,  (hall  be  a  man  of  the  purcft  morals  and 
the  moft  irreproachable  conduA  ;  but  he  ihall  not  pronounce  any 
fentence  without  firft  confulting  the  chiefs  of  the  law,  and  his 
final  judgment  (hall  be  regulated  by  their  dccifion.    The  fulr« 
fcribing  Cheiks  (hall  ftudy  the  means  of  making  righteoofnefi 
flouri(h,  and  dired  all  their  efFbrts  to  that  objeA,  as  if  animated 
vith  the  fame  fpirit.    They  (hall  take  no  refolution  but  what  !• 
adopted  with  one  accord.     They  (hall  zealoufly  labour  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  the  happinefs  of  the  people,    and  the  dei« 
(IruAion  of  the  children  of  vice  and  iniquity.     They  further  pro- 
mi  fe  never  to  betray  or  attempt  to  enfnare  the  French  army,  to  afi 
contrary  to  itc  interefis,  nor  enter  into  any  confpiracy  that  niay 
be  formed  ag;iinft  it. 

To  all  thefe  promifes  they  have  bound  themfelves  by  the  tnoft 
folemn  oath,  which  they  renew  by  this  z6t  in  the  (incereft  wA 
mod  religious  manner. 

The  General  in  Chief  of  the  French  army  promifes  on  his  paft| 
that  no  one  of  the  foldiers  dull  moleft  the  inhabitants  of  Alex* 
andria  by  vexatious  proceedings,  rapine,  or  menaces ;  and  thoft 
who  (hall  commit  fuch  excefles  (hall  be  punilhed  with  the  uunoft 
rigour. 

The  General  in  CUef  has  alfo  moft  folemnly  promifcd,  thit 
he  (hail  never  attempt  tocoropel  any  of  tlie  inhabitants  to  diaitS^ 
their  religion,  nor  to  make  any  innovation  in  their  te\\^M 
ufages;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a(rures  them,  that  his  wi(h  is,  that 
they  ihall  continue  to  profets  their  religion,  and  that  he  will  con- 
tinue  to  nuintain  their  tranquillity  and  property  by  all  the  means  i^ 
his  power,  as  long  as  they  (hall  ab(faiin  from  any  attempt  againft 
his  perfon,  or  the  army  which  he  commands. 

The  prefent  convention  was  prepared  and  figned  on  the  morfl* 
ing  of  Wednefday  the  20th  of  the  moon  Muharem,  iSKijtb  )^ 
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^  the  H^gira,  correfponding  to  the  1 7th  Meflidor^  (fth  'ycit  of  th« 
French  republic,  one  and  indiviHSble. 
The  fignatures  of  the  Mufti  and  Chciks  are  as  folIo;(vs : 

The  poor  Seuleiman,  caifuJ  Mufti  of  A^aliki. 
The  poor  IbrarisI  sl  Bourgi,  Chief  of  the 

Sea  Hamfte, 
The  poor  Muhamed  sl  Messira. 
The  poor  Ahmbd»  &c» 
.  Tranflated  by  me.    Secretary-interpreter   to  the  General  in 
Chief  J,  VektOrs. 


HeaJ  garters  at  jflexamb-iay  tyb 
Afejuft,  btbTiar. 

Buonaparte^  General  in  Chiefs  commands  : 

1  •  THAT  all  the  Turkifli  failors  who  were  flaves  in  Malta^ 
ivhether  natives  of  Syria,  the  ifles  of  the  Archipelago,  or  fubjed^ 
of  ^be  Bey  of  Tripoli,  (ball  be  inftantly  fet  at  liberty. 

^'  The  Admiral  Ihall  difembark  them  to-morrow  at  Alcpc* 
iMrla,  where  the  Etat-major  (hall  fiiroi(h  them  with  pafTporti 
but  their  rcfpedive  places  of  refidence,  and  with  prochmattant  id 
th9  Arabic  language. 

(Signed)     Buonapartb^ 


Head  garters  at  Mxandrloy  i'Jth 
Mejpdory  6th  Tear. 

Sttonapartff  General  in  Chief y  commands ; 

f.  THAT  the  names  of  all  the  French  foldiers  killed  in  the 
takihgof  Alexandria,  ihall  he  engraved  on  Pompey's  Piilar. 

3.  They  (hall  be  interred  at  the  foot  of  the  Pillar.  Citizens 
Gortes  and  Dutertre  will  prefent  a  plan  to  me  for  the  execution  of 
tke  prefent  order. 

3.  This  (hall  be  inferted  in  the  general  orders. 
*    '4.  The  Etat-major  (hall  tranfmit  to  the  above  commiflton  m 
tUf-  vf  the  naities  of  thoTc  who  have  been  flain  on  the  taking  of 
(UcX^ddri^; 
>  (Signed)  BuoNAPAKTSa 


t-        .-  ,  •         •  ■  . 

Wuonafartey  Commander  in  Chief y  ta'tbe  Cieiis  aytd  NotMes  gf 

Cairo..     *  .        .      ,.1 

Head  S^narters  at  Giza^  4/ A  Tbirmidw 
.    >•  fjnfyltojf  6th  Tear. 

YOU  will  fee,  by  the  annexed  proclamation,  by  what  fenti- 
meats  I  zm,  animated*     Yeflerday  the  Mameluck$  were^  for  the 
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mod  partj  killed  or  taken  prifoners,  and  I  am  now  in  purfuitfif 
the  few  that  remain.  Send  hither  the  boats  which  are  on  your 
banks  of  the  river,,  and  fend  alto  a  deputation  to  make  known  to 
xne  your  fubmillion.  Caufe  breads  meat,  draw,  and  barley  to  be 
provided  for  my  army^  and  he  perfe£lly  eafy,  for  no  one  has  a 
greater  dellre  than  I  to  contribute  to  your  happinefs. 

(Signed)  BuoKAPAKtl. 


Buonaparte^  Commander  in  Chief ^   U  the  People  of  Cait^ 

Head  Sluarters  at  Giza^  /^h  Tkermidory  6£h  Ttar, . 

PEOPLE  of  Cairo,  I  am  fatisEcd  wiih  your  conduA.  You 
have  done  right  not  to  take  any  part  againd  me  ;  I  am  come  to 
dedioy  the  race  of  the  Mamelucks,  and  to  protect  the  trade  and 
the  natives  of  the  country.  Let  all  thofe  who  are  under  any  fear 
l>e  compofed  ;  and  let  thofe  who  have  quitted  their  houfes  retiira 
to  them.  Let  prayers  be  Offered  up  to-day  as  ufual,  for  I  wilh 
that  they  may  be  always  continued.  Entertain  no  fear  for  your  &« 
inilies,  your  houfes,  your  property,  and,  above  all,  the  religioa 
0{  your  Prophet,  whom  I  love.  As  it  is  abfoiutcly  neceflary  tlu|l 
jbme  perfons  fhould  be  immediately  charged  with  the  adminilh|« 
tion  of  the  police,  in  order  that  tranquillity  may  not  be  inte^ 
rvpted,  there  ihall  be  a  Divan  compofed  of  feven  perfons,  who 
ihall  alTemble  at  the  mofque  of  Vcr;  and  there  ihall  always  be 
two  with  the  commandant  of  the  place,  and  four  fhall  be  occo* 
pied  in  maintaining  public  tranquillity,  and  in  watching  over  tte 
policet 

(Signed)  Buonaparte* 


Buonaparte^  Commander  in  Chic/^  to  the  Pacha  of  Caire^ 

Head  Quarters  at  CairOy  id  FruRiif^ 
(AuguJlYQ^'i  6th  Tear. 

THE  intention  of  the  French  repulJlic  in  taking  pofleflioo  of 
Egypt,  is  to  drive  out  the  Mamelucks,  who  were  both  rebels  to 
the  Porte,  and  declared  enemies  to  the  French  government.  At 
prefent,  when  niafter  of  it  by  the  fignal  viftory  which  its  army  to 

fained,  its  intention  is  to  prcferve  to  the  Pacha  of  the  Grand 
eignior  his  revenues  and  appointment.  I  beg  then  you  willaf- 
fure  the  Porte  that  it  will  fufFer  no  kind  of  lofs,  and  I  willtako 
care  it  fhall  continue  to  receive  the  tribute  heretofore  paid  to  it. 

(Signed}  BuonaparTH* 


Seuiari^ 
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.  Scutari^  July  \y 

brahim  Benghelllj^   Pacha  and  Vixier  of  Albania  for  the 

Sublime  Porte. 

tlztn   Bruycrc^    Com/uI  Genera/^    Cbargi  d^Jffalrts  rf  ihi 

French  Republic  at  Raguja: 
!itizen, 

NN"'T  exprefs  the  joy  which  I  feci  on  the  happy  new« 
irtranfmittcd  to  me.  1  regard  this  complaifance  on  your  part 
ear  proof  of  the  friendfhip  and  affedtion  of  the  great  nation 
is  us,  its  fiiends  and  allies.  The  taking  of  Malta,  in  form- 
ep(»ch  in  the  feftivals  of  France,  will  engrave  in  indelible 
Icrs  in  the  hearts  of  true  Muffulmen  the  mod  li\cly  fcmi- 
of  gratitude.  I  rejoice  that  the  illullrious  condiiftor  of  fo 
It  an  cntcrprife  is  the  very  fame  Buonaparte,  the  hero  of 
of  whofe  fricndfliip  I  am  the  more  proud,  bccaufe  his  con- 
have  aftonilhed  the  age. 

n  anxious  for  an  opportunity  of  (bowing  my  friendfhip  for 
tzX  nation.  It  will  always  be  my  with  to  render  as  much 
5  as  poflSble  to  France.  I  hope  that  you  will  give  mc  accu- 
ifbrmation  refpefting  the  operations  of  the  French  armies, 
advices  will  always  afford  me  much  pleafiire,  efpecially 
thing  relating  to  my  friend  Buonaparte. 

(Signed)  Ibrahim  Benghelli. 


cmorial  delivered  by  the  Porte  to  all  the  Foreign  Mlnlfleru 

E  Porte,  as  all  Elurope  "knows,  has  long  continued  at  peace 
rith  France,  and  on  terms  of  the  ftriftelt  amity  and  good  un- 
iding,  which  good  underAanding  it  has  done  every  thing  in 
wer  to  maintain.  With  the  utmoft  furprife,  therefore,  has 
I  the  Turkifh  territories  abruptly,  and  in  a  moft  extraor- 
manner,  attacked  by  the  French  arms.  A  man  of  tlic 
of  Buonaparte,  giving  himfclf  out  to  be  a  French  general, 
adc  war  on  the  Turkifh  province  of  Egypt.  It  is  impoffible 
5  Porte  to  believe  that  fuch  a  proceeding,  fo  contrary  to  the 
of  all  yiations,  can  ever  be  countenanced,  much  lefs  corn- 
ed, by  the  French  Executive  Dire£lory.  A  confiderable  for^ 
lowever,  been  fent  to  Egypt,  to  Hop  the  progrefs  of  the  in- 
•  Some  of  the  emiflTaries  of  Buonaparte  have  pretended  to 
,de  the  people  of  Egypt,  that  they  have  been  fent  by  Maho- 
9  give  them  perfe6l  liberty  and  happincfs,  and  render  their 
in  the  fovereign  religion  on  earth  ;  but  the  people  have  an- 
i,  that  Mahomet  authorizes  no  injuilice,  and  that  they  can 
no  faith  in  fuch  promifes  from  thofe  who  have  denied  their 
and  renounced  their  own  prophet. 

'ftantlnople^  Sept,  2. 
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Mamfejlo  of  the  SwUimc  Porii,  eammuntcatiJ  to  our  ejleenwi  Frlirti 
the  Minifiir  Piimfetentiary  of  tbi  Court  of  Gnat  Britmu,  ot 
ConflatitiHopU,  tbi  lub  Septanber  1 798. 

TRANSLATION. 

IT  is  notorroiis  that  the  peace  and  good  hannonj  which,  fioce 
time  immemorial,  have  exifted  between  the  Subline  Porte  ajrf 
the  court  of  France,  have  never  been  interrupted  hj  enmity  atfl 
mifunderfianding,  but  that»  on  the  contraryt  until  this  period^ 
the  Sublime  Porte  has  made  it  her  uniform  and  conllant  fliiily» 
fcnipulouOy  to  maintain  the  treaties,  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  amity 
with  care,  and  upon  every  occafion  to  give  proofs  of  her  fincerity 
and  friend(bip« 

At  the  time  when  the  revohition  firff  broke  out  in  France  fit 
years  ago,  when  mofl  of  the  powers  in  Europe  confederated 
againft  that  country,  the  Sublime  Porte,  alihoiigh  a  witnefslo 
the  improper  proceedings  of  thofe  who  held  the  reins  of  g6ftfii- 
xncnt  by  ufurpation,  chofe  rather,  in  obfervance  of  her  anciint 
amity  with  the  French  nation,  to  remain  nevtral :  and  though  fte 
had  been  feveral.  times  invited  by  the  allied  courts  to  jiMn  with 
them,  and  to  break  with  France ;  although  the  troubles  of  thil 
country  had  become  more  and  more  violent  at  that  particular  per 
riod  when  an  army  had  reached  near  Paris  ;  whilft  foon  after  the 
fortref&s  of  Valenciennes,  Conde,  and  Qpefnoy,  the  keys  of 
France  on  the  northern  fide,  were  taken  by  the  AuftriaDannli 
ToMlon,  the  only  arfcnal  of  the  French  in  the  Mediterranean, 
had  fallen  in  the  hands  of  the  EjigliA,  with  the  ibips  of  vrtf 
which  were  in  it ;  and  by  an  incrcafed  party  of  royalifts  in  theit 
provmces,  the  fiitiation  of  the  government  had  become  morecii- 
tica),  and  perplexity  and  diftrcfs  prevailed  on  every  fide;  yet  the 
Sublime  Porte,  not  withftanrllng  that  it  depended  only  upon  herfdf 
to  join  with  the  oiher  powers,  ncverthelefs,  giving  way  to  bef 
known  principles  of  jnllice,  did  no  ways  confent  to  deviate  frooi 
the  line  of  a  nemral  condiifl. 

On  the  contrary,  confidering  that  if,  under  the  circum fiances  of 
a  (!rong  famine,  by  which  France,  blocked  up  by  fea  and  land,  vist 
afflified,  the  Svibltme  Porte  had  alfo  broken  off  her*  connexUA,. 
iheir  dill rcfTedlituat ion  would  have  been  fuch  as  to  throw  theio- 

■ 

habitants  into  totardefolation  and  defpair ;  ihe  abftained  from  tto 
meafiire  ;  and  flie  hereby  afts,  whether  it  be  not  a  faO,  that  the 
liberality  which  flie  has  iFhown  to  them  from  time  to  time,  has 
brought  complaints  again  ft  her  from  other  powers  ? 

The  cxtenfive  advantages  which  the  French  have  reaped  frotn 
the  Sublime  Porte's  remaining  ncntral  during  the  courfe  of  the 
war,  become  clear  and  evident  by  a  moment's  glance  at  the  events 
of  the  war,  and  the  pnbiic  tranfadions  during  that  period* 
Wkilii>  thciefoic^  in  coiifidcxatlco  cf  the  uniform  a^s  of  conde- 
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Hon  thus  obfcrvcd  towards  them  by  the  Sublime  Portr,  they<» 
heir  Hde,  ought  alfo  to  have  been  ttcady  in  prefer ving  peace  ^ 
hofe  among  them  who  found  the  means  of  aifumiiig  to  them- 
:s  the  reins  of  government  by  favour  of  the  revolution,^  began 
^vife  various  pretences,  and  under  an  illufive  idea  of  liberty—- 
lerty  fo  called  in  word,  but  which  in  reality  knows  no  other 
i  but  the  fubveriion  of  every  cilabliihcd  government  (after  the 
nple  of  France j,  the  abolifliment  of  all  religions,  the  deftruc* 
of  every  country,  the  plunder  of  property,  and  thcdilKJutioa 
Ilhuman  fociety — to  occupy  tlie^nfelves  in  nothing  but  in  mil- 
iog  and  impofing  upon  the  ignorant  amonglt  the  people,  pre-* 
ing  to  reduce  mankind  to  the  Hate  of  the  brute  creation  ^  and 
to  favour  their  own  private  interefts,  and  reader  the  gQvcrth* 
t  permanent  in  their  own  hands. 

,£k.uated  by  fuch  principles,  they  made  it  their  maxim  to  Hit 
lad  corrupt,  indifcrimiuatcly,  the  fubjcds  of  every  power^ 
tber  dtftant  or  near,  either  in  peace  or  at  war,  and  to  excite 
I  to  revolt  againft  their  tutural  Sovereigns  and  government. 
VbilOt  on  one  hand  their  minifter  at  Con(buitinople,  purfuant 
lat  (yftem  of  duplicity  and  deceit  which  is  their  cuftom  everf 
cc»  made  profeilions  of  fricndihip  for  the  Ottoman  empire, 
:^youring  to  make  the  Sublime  Porte  the  dupe  of  their  infi- 
s  pfcj^ds,  and  to  forward  their  objeci  of  exciting  her  agaiuft 
f  friendly  powers ;  the  commanders  and  generals  of  their 
y  in  Italy,  upon  the  other  hand,  were  engaged  in  the  heinous  at- 

St  of  perverting  the  fubjefis  of  his  Majeity  the  Grand  Seignior, 
ending  agents  fperfons  notorious  for  their  intriguing  prac' 
})  into  Anatolia,  Morca,  and  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago, 
b^  fpreading  manife({oes  of  the  moil  inlidious  tenour,  among 
ch  the  one  addrelTed  by  Buonaparte  to  the  people  of  Maciio, 
L  (everat  others  dillributad  by  the  fame,  are  lu&<jicntLjf  kaowa 
ie  public. 

Fpon  the  Sublime  Portc*s  complaining  to  the  Diredory  of  this 
luA  of  their^*oromanders  and  generis,  their  aofwer  was,  that 
proceedings  on  the  part  of  their  officers,  contrary  to  friend- 
^  weje  not  with  the  confent  of  the  DtreAory,  and  the  fame 
lid  be  pievented,  and  their  officers  warned  againft  it ;  the  wUh 
le  French  governmeat  being  to  (Irengthcn  more  and  more  the 
cat  friendmip  fuhfifiing  with  the  Sublime  Porte. 
a  confequence  of  this  anfwef,  delivered  officially  on  their 
,  it  was  expeded  that  the  faid  generals  would  have  left  off 
r  feditious  purfuitsu  But  neverthclefs  no  change  appearing 
lieir  condu^l,  and  their  perfeverance  in  fuch  infidious  pradices 
Ig  greater  than  ever,  it  became  obvious  that  the  anfwers  of  the 
eAory  were  only  fiditious  and  deceitful ;  that  the  intriguing 
mpts  of  their  agents  could  not  but  be  didatcd  by  the  inflrnc* 
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lions  which  were  given  them*  and  confequently  that  any  further 
complaint  wourd  be  of  no  avail  whatever. 

Noiwithftanding  thefe  tranfactions,  however,  the  Sr.Uime 
Porte,  in  the  hopes  of  the  Dired^ory  altering  its  fyftem  of  con* 
4\iQf  and  laying  afide  the  fenfelefs  purfuit  of  vwifhing  to  overturn 
the  univerfe';  in  expectation  of  feeing  things  in  France,  from  the 
barafled  lituation  of  that  country,  at  length  take  a  different  luniy 
by  the  people  refufing  to  bear  any  longer  thofe  intolerable  evils 
md  difafters  v^hich  have  been  brought  upon  them  from  the  ptr- 
ibnal  views  of  a  few  upflart  individuals  lince  the  commencement 
f^thc  revolution,  and  with  the  view  of  preventing  fecret  enmity 
from  producing  an  open  rupture,  (he  did  not  alter  her  courfe, 
but  preferred  keeping  file  nee. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  the  other  powers,  the  French 
government  had  declared,  that  their  intention  was  not  to  acquire 
new  territory,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  reftore  every  fuch  con^ 
qucft  as  might  have  been  made  by  their  arms  during  the  conteft: 
contrary  to  which,  they  not  only  have  kept  pofleflion  of  various' 
extenfive  provinces,  fnatched  by  them  from  the  belligerent 
powers ;  but  not  content  with  this,  profiting  of  the  changes 
which  had  prevailed  among  the  allied  courts  through  their  in- 
trigues, have  put  off  the  ma(k  entirely,  and  developing  their  fccrtt 
views,  without  reafon  or  juilice,  have  fallen  upon  fevcral  free  and 
independent  republics  and  liates  who  had  held  ihemfclves  neutral, 
like  the  Sublime  Porte  ;  invading  their  territories  when  lead  pro- 
Yided  with  the  means  of  defence,  and  fubjedtingthem  to  their  wil! 
by  open  force  and  hollility. 

Thus,  no  one  being  left  to  control  them,  they  tore  the  veil  rf 
2H  decorum  at  once,  and  unmindful  of  the  obligations  of  treaties* 
and  to  convince  the  world  that  fricndfhip  and  cnir.ity  arc  the  fame 
thing  in  their  eyes,  contrary  to  the  rights  of  nation*,  and  in  vio- 
lation of  the  ties  fubfilVmg  between  the  two  oMirts,  they  came,  in 
a  manner  altogether  unprecedented,  'like  a  fct  of  pirates,  and 
made  a  fuddcn  invafion  it?- Egypt,  the  moil  precious  among  the 
provinces  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  of  which  they  took  forcible  pof- 
ieffioD  at  a  time  when  they  had  experienced  nothing  from  this  court 
but  demonitrations  of  friendlliip. 

Upon  the  firft  furmife  of  the  French  projcft  to  invade  that  pro- 
vince, Ruflin,  their  charge  d'affaires  at  this  rcfidence,  was  in-" 
vitcd  to  a  conference,  where  he  was  qiieflionci  officially  about 
this  bufinefs  :  he  nrfl  declared  he  had  no  inttUtL'cnce  whatever 
refpefting  it,  but  he  gave  it  as  a  fpeculation  of  his  own,  iha^  if 
fuch  an  cntcrprife  ever  proved  true,  it  probably  mtid  be  to"  tike 
revenge  of  the  Keys,  and  to  annoy  and  attack  the  Englifh  ftttfc* 
inents  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 

In  anfwer  to  this  it  was  circumdantiallv  dated  to  hini.  thattlie 
fmaUeft  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Ftench  irpon  Cairo;  on  whatever 
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retext  it  might  be  founded,  would  be  taken  as  a  declaration  pf 
rair,  and  thereby  the  friendfliip  fubfiiling  between  the  two  courts 
ncq  the  inoft  ancient  times,  would,  both  in  a  legal  and  political 
Jife,  be  converted  into  enmity ;  that  the  Ottoman  empire  would 
Dt TuiTcr  the  lofs  of  a  handful  of  faud  of  the  Egyptian  territory  ; 
lattbe  whole  Ottoman  fe6l  would  fet  itfclf  in  motion  for  the  de-> 
mrance  of  thofe  bleifcd  lands  ;  and  that  if  the  chaftifement  of  the 
tys  of  Egypt  was  ncccflary,  it  behoved  the  Sublime  Porte  to 
&i&  it  on  them  as  her  dependents  ;  that  the  interference  of  the 
resch  in  this  bufmefs  was  inconliflcnt  with  the  rights  of  nations  ; 
at  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  being  the  deareft  friend  of  the 
ttoman  empire,  the  Sublime  Porte  would  never  confent  to  the 
iflage  of  French  troops  througli  her  territory  to  aft  againft  their 
ttlemcnts  ;  that,  in  Ihort,  fliould  even  their  expedition  to  Egypt 
ivp  no  other  objcft  but  this,  it  woi:!d  be  equally  conilrued 
.to  a  declaration  of  war,  of  all  which  he  was  charged  to 
oke  the  earlieft  communication  to  the  Direftory  in  this  very 
n^age. 

■i^irpatches,  bearing  inftruftions  to  the  fame  efFeft,  were  at  the 
me  time  written  to  Aali  Efendi,  the  Sublime  Porters  ambafTa- 
)r  at  Paris,  who  was  moreover  directed  to  demand  officially  aa 
;planation  of  the  matter  upon  the  fpot. 

jBefore  the  communications  fent  by  Ruffin  to  the  Diredlory, 
id  the  difpatches  tranfmitted  by  the  Sublime  Porte  to  her  ambaf- 

S  before  named,  a  letter  of  ^)ji  old  date  was  received  by  the  faid 
Qy  expreding  that  Buonaparte's  expedition  to  Egypt  was 
uCy  but  that  the  objeft  was  to  fecure  fome  commercial  advan- 
g^s  by  bringing  the  Beys  to  an  account,  and  to  hurt  Great  Bri- 
in  ;  that  an  ambaifador  had  been  appointed  to  prefer  feveral 
■opofitions  favourable  to  the  interefts  of  the  Ottrvnan  Porte,  and 

aojull  the  affair  in  queftion  ;  with  this  further  ridiculous  hint, 
aty  were  the  Porte  to  declare  war  for  this  againft  the  republic^ 
litfa  courts  would  lay  themfelvL:;  open  to  an  attack  on  the  part  of 
.e£naperor :  all  this  the  faid  charge  d'affaires  delivered  officially, 
id  he  aifo  prefented  a  copy  of  that  letter. 

Upon  the  other  hand,  in  the  anfwer  received  meanwhile  from 
ie  Ottoman  ambaifador  above  mentioned,  it  was  dated,  that  in 
k^oroiity  to  his  inftrudlions,  he  had  had  an  interview  withTalley- 
nd  Perigord,  the  minider  of  external  relations,  in  which  he  had 
XKluced  his  difpatches,  explained  their  purport,  and  demanded 
IScially  a  categorical  anfwer :  that  the  faid  minifter  (forgetting, 
I  is  to  be  fuppofed,  the  tenour  of  the  letter  which  had  been  written 
I  ;lluflin  fome  time  before)  pofitively  difavowed  the  expedition 
[nioft  Egypt,  and  faid  that  Buonaparte's  commiffion  had  no 
tncr  obje^  but  the  conqucd  of  Malta  ;  that  the  abolition  of  tho. 
rd^r  there  being  a  meafure  conducive  to  the  benefit  of. all  the 
^urks,  the  Sublime  Porte  ought  to  feel  even  obliged  by  it }  that 
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the  DireClonr  tiad  nothing  naort  at  heart  than  to  maintain  the  peice 
cxifttng  with  the  Porte  fince  time  immemorial,  and  more  and 
more  to  ftrengthen  the  fame,  thus  barefacedly  exhibiting  a  farce 
of  the  moft  artful  duplicity  :  the  wide  contradidion  between  tU 
above  two  communications  bein^  vifibly  a  frefh  artifice  by  wHid^ 
to  miflead  the  Ottoman  Porte  with  her  eyes  open,  and  to  gam 
time  until  intelligence  could  be  procured  refpedling  the  afiirof 
Egypt,  the  refult  of  which  had  not  then  come  to  their  kfidwiedfid 
Mu(t  not  this  moft  extraordinary  event  be  taken  as  a  palpable  3^ 
monftration,  that  the  directors  of  the  French  government,  to  fe- 
cond  their  own  ambition  and  arrogance^  have  adually  loft  all  re- 
colleAion  of  thofe  laws  obferved  and  maintained  in  everv  regslar 
government,  and  that  no  faith  whatever  is  to  be  placed  in  their 
vords  and  profeflions  i 

From  the  tenour  of  their  arbitrary  proceedings  and  defpotic 
condudl,  as  too  well  witnelTed  from  firft  to  laft,  it  is  clear  and  eii* 
dent  that  their  projedl  is  no  other  but  to  banifli  every  orderly  infli- 
tution  from  the  face  of  the  world  ;  to  overfet  human  fociety,  tiMl 
by  an  alternate  play  of  fecret  intrigue  or  open  hoftility,  as  beft 
fttits  their  end,  to  derange  the  conftitution  of  every  eftablifhedi^ 
dependent  ftate,  by  creating  fas  they  have  done  in  Italy)  a  numbef 
of  fmall  republics,  of  which  the  French  is  to  be  the  parent  ido^ 
ther,  and  thus  to  fway  and  to  conduiSt  every  thing  after  their  owo 
will  every  where. 

Now  Egypt  being  the  portal  of  the  two  venerable  cities  (Mecca 
and  Medina),  and  tlie  prefcnt  operations  in  that  quarter  being  of  8 
nature  afteding  all  the  Mohamcdan  fed  at  large,  the  Sublioc 
Forte,  connftently  with  her  exprcfs  declarations  to  the  aboie 
French  charge  d*aflfaires,  and  through  her  ambaflfador  to  the  Di- 
rc£lory  ;;t  Paris,  feels  compelled  by  every  law  to  refi(l  the  fuddea 
and  unprovoked  aggreflions  and  hoftilities  committed  by  the 
French  as  above,  and  witji  a  full  confidence  in  the  ailiftaiioeof 
the  omnipotent  God,  to  fet  about  repelling  and  deftroyiflg  the 
enemy  by  fea  and  land.  Thus  to  wage  war  againft  France  is  bfr 
come  a  precept  of  religion  incumbent  upon  all  Mufliilmen* 

In  confequence  whereof  the  afore-named  charge  d*afiaires,  tcg^ 
iher  with  the  officers  of  that  miflion,  have  been  feat  to  the  SeM 
Towers,  to  be  detained  there  as  hoftages  until  fiich  time  as  Aali 
Efendi  before  named,  and  thofe  of  his  retinue,  be  arrived  frooi 
Paris :  and  the  confuls,  merchants,  and  French  properties  in 
ConRantinoplc,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  ftaQ 
alfo  be  kept  in  depofit  and  as  a  fecurity  until  the  merchants^  d^ 
pendents  of  the  oublime  Porte,  with  their  ihipping  and  pio- 
perties,  as  alfo  the  public  ihips,  with  their  equipages,  detaiflel 
in  the  province  of  £gypt  (peifoners  of  war  exceptedj^  be  fet  at  li- 
berty. 
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To  repel  the  perfidy  of  thefe  ufurpers^  who  have  raifed  th^ 
ftandard  of  rebelhon  and  trouble  in  Fr^nce^  is  a  mcafure  in  which 
not  the  fafety  and  tranquillity  of  the  Sublime  Porte  alone,  but  aJfo 
that  of  all  the  powers  in  Europe,  is  concerned.  Wherefore  the 
beil  hopes  are  entertained  of  the  cordial  co-operation  of  all 
friendly  courts,  as  well  as  of  their  difpofition  to  fulfil,  by  every 
aqoeans  in  their  power^  th^ir  duties  of  friendOiip  and  of  alfifUnce 
ail  the  prefent  caufe, 
f  Iteiuiiaibir,  12x3  (il  Septctnhtr  1798), 


Imperial  Jiecrtt^  prgmulgated  at  the  Porte^  cu  Saturday^  1/7  Sepi^ 

TRANSLATION. 

Te  you,  Kaimakam  P^flia,  thefe  are  addrefled. 

^VER  fince  the  Supreme  Vizir,  Izzed  Mehemmed  Pa(ha» 
^^  came  to  that  office,  inftrudion^Were  conftantly  given  him  t6 
attend  to  the  defence  of  the  Qttoman  dominions,  and  never  to  be 
off  his  guard  againft  the  plots  of  enemies*  He  however,f  from 
Celfidi  motives,  has  attended  to  nothing  but  his  own  intereft  ;  fo 
that  in  the  dark  himfelf,  with  refped  to  the  evil  defigns  of  thofe 
bnitifli  *  infidels  the  French,  from  not  procuring  proper  intel- 
ligence, he  did  not  appiife  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt  thereof  in  goo4 
time. 

When  the  unhappy  tidings  from  thence  came  to  our  Imperial 
ear,  a  full  month  after  that  infufFerable  event  had  come  to  pafs,  fuci^ 
Trntst  our  grief  and  concern,  that  we  take  God  to  witnefs,  it  drew 
Itears  from  our  eyes,  and  deprived  us  of  fleep  and  red. 

We  have  therefore  immediately  depofcd  him  from  the  office  of 
Gt^Mi  Vizir,  and  have  appointed  in  his  place  Youflbuff  Paflia, 
ipvernor  of  Erzerum,  until  whcfe  arrival  at  our  fublime  gate  we 
appoint  and  conftitute  you,  Muftafa  Bey,  to  be  Kaimakam. 
'  •  l^w  it  being  incumbent  upon  all  true  believers  to  combat  thofe 
Authlofs  brutes  the  French,  and  it  being  become  a  poiitive  duty 
for  our  Imperial  perfon  ta deliver  ihe  blefled  territories  from  their 
aopiirfed  bands,  and  to  revenge  the  infult  which  they  have  oticre4 
lo  MiifluliDans,  no  delay  whatever  is  to  take  place  \ot  the  arrival 
of  4henew  Y  izir;  but  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  muft  be  purfue4 
M  attack  them  by  Tea  and  land. 

Wherefore. by  a  deliberation  with  the  illaftrious  lawyers,  mi* 
fMitrg,  aod  chieftains,  our  fubjedi^  you  mud  fwith  a  lull  confi- 
dence In  God  and  his  Prophet)  fix  upon  the  ciFe£tual  means  of 
Arnng  (he  province  of  Egypt  £rom  the  pvefence  of  fuch  wretches. 
You  will  acquaint  all  the  true  believers  in  the  refpeflive  quartersji 


f  Original^  Swlae, 

3  M  a  ^^ 
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that  ive  are  at  war  with  the  French ;  and,  turning  night  into  izff 
will  apply  your  utmoft  eflForts  to  take  revenge  of  them. 

You  will  adopt  the  mod  vigilant  con(lu£t  towards  defending  the 
Other  Mahomedan  provinces,  and  our  Imperial  frontiers,  froai 
t|ie  plois  and  malice  of  the  enemy,  by  the  due  reinforcement  of 
pvery  port  and  place  with  troops  and  military  {lores. 

Yon  will  likcwife  dirc£t  your  zealous  attention  towards  the  due 
fupply  of  daily  provifions  to  ihe  inhabitants  of  this  our  Imperial  rc- 
fidcncc  ;  and  will  watch  over  the  affairs  of  all  perfons  in  genersl» 
\iutil  the  Supreme  Vizir  do  arrive. 

Wc  fliall  obferve  your  exertions  ;  and  may  the  omnipotent  Go! 
ordain  his  divine  favour  to  attend  uur  undertakings,  and  lendenH 
fuccefsful  in  the  vindication  of  our  caMfc! 


Addrcfs  of  the  Legif.ative  Bclx  to  the  French  Kat:on^  agreed  to  hj  lU 

two  Councils,  on  the  6th  0£i,  1798. 

A  T  the  moment  when  the  legiflativc  body,  penetrated  with  the 
■*^  importance  of  its  auguft  duties,  gives  to  ibc  generous  peopit 
whom  it  rcprefcnts,  the  ufcful  inttitution  of  military  confcriptton, 
circumftanccsof  great  importance  demand  a  fpeedy  application  of 
its  provifions,  and  require  the  immediate  benefit  of  its  effeds.  Bf 
a  fiiilden  operation  of  that  law  two  hundred  thoufand  citizens  are 
called  upon  to  fharc  the  honour  of  defending  their  country.  Itii 
fiot  that  they  abandon  the  hope,  or  renounce  the  defire,  of  a  fpeedy 
peact.  They  never  have  ccafed  to  figh  for  that  moment,  that 
happy  and  glorious  moment,  when  our  common  mother,  fcated 
iipon  the  trophies  of  her  children,  might  lay  afide  the  fword,  and 
devote  her  whole  attention  to  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  to 
the  peaceable  purfuit  of  fcience,  to  the  brilliant  inventions  of  na- 
tional induHry  and  pacific  arts.  Too  much  care,  however,  can- 
not be  employed  to  diflipate  the  clouds  which  threaten  the  politlcil 
liorizon  of  Europe.  The  French  republic  has  made  all  the  facri* 
fices  for  peace  which  her  humanity  didlatcd,  and  which  her  glory 
allowed.  Wanting  nothing  but  the  will  to  conquer  and  tofulH 
due,  the  republic  had  the  courage  to  arrcft  its  courfe  in  the  mi^tt 
of  its  triumphs.  If,  however,  certain  crowned  prize-fighters,  little 
correded  by  their  numberkfs  defeats,  lUll  are  dcfirous  anew  to 
open  the  lifts,  then,  by  the  folemn  voice  of  the  two  great  powers 
of  the  (late,  it  will  again  give  ihc  fignal  of  viftory;  and  yooi 
l^enchmcn,  you  will  anfwcr  with  an  unanimous  cry,  "  Wc  ire 
ready  !  what  nation  calls  for  its  deliverance  ?  what  king  is  tipedof 
xeigning  r  •  • 

The  indulgent  republic  has  left  on  their  thrones  kings wk/> 
yvere  guilty  of  aggreillon  againfl  it;  bi^t  it  has  not  left  them  the 
^ijjit  of  violating  treaties,  and  continuing  with  impunity  war  in 

\  -it; 
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lif  .midft  of  peace.  Numerous  and  poiverful  motives  \irill  earil7 
e-animate  againd  them  your  magnanimous  refentment.  And 
flrho  among  you  has  forgotten  the  calamities  which  France  has 
l^n  compelled  to  bear  during  a  long  and  terrible  war  i  It  was 
lot  enough  that  an  impious  league  was  formed  to  annihilate  the 
nfant  republic  ;  it  was  not  enough  that  the  French  territory  was 
Ibuned  with  facrilegious  (landards.  Our  intedine  divifionsy  the 
ximes  of  rival  fa6lions,  the  civil  war  kindled  in  the  weftern  de-^ 
^artmentSy  fanaticifm  inflaming  the  credulous  populace,  ruin  and 
levaftation  overfpreading  our  fertile  fields ;  are  not  all  thefe  cala- 
mtics  the  work  of  haughty  England,  and  fome  obedient  king$ 
vho  declared  themfelves  at  once  the  agents  and  the  penfionaries 
if  the  EngliQi  government  ?  Have  we  not  feen  their  judges  open 
ip  in  our  courts  the  arraignment  of  liberty  r  Have  we  not  feen 
heir  rcprefentatives  within  the  facred  walls  where  the  majcfty  of 
:hc  French  people  refides  ?  And,  yc  unfortunate  old  men,  ye 
)lainiive  mothers,  if  folitude  reigns  in  your  cottages  ;  if^  unbendi- 
ng under  your  rudic  roofs,  you  call  in  vain  the  fons  who  (hould 
|ave  foothed  your  lait  moments,  and  ihut  your  dying  eyes  ;  thofe 
lbnS|  thofe  heroes,  efcaped  from  fo  many  battles,  have  fallen  under 
iie  daggers  of  hired  aifafrins,  and  their  unhonoured  corpfes  have 
tyed  w{th  blood  our  indignant  rivers.  Not  even  a  grave  have 
ifcy  found  in  this  immenfe  republic,  founded,  cemented,  aggran- 
lifed  by  themfelves.  Royalifm  cut  them  off  in  the  midlt  of  a 
people  who  had  abolifhed  royalty.  Their  laft  fighs,  their  laft 
looksy  implored  the  abfent  republic  ;  and  if  the  intcreft  of  all  Eu- 
rope now  folicits  peace,  their  aihes  and  your  folitary  tears  (lill  cry 
for  vengeance. 

The  arms  of  the  republic  have  overcome  all  pbftacles,  and  pro* 
Rrated  all  its  enemies.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  Stadt- 
llplderate  had  connected  itfelf  with  the  dedinies  of  England  ;  the 
Roman  theocracy  launched  againft  us  the  exhaufted  thunders 
of  the  Vatican  ;  the  Helvetic  confederacy  protected  all  the  confpi- 
rators  banifhed  from  the  French  territory.  Five  years  have 
[carcely  clapfed,  and  the  Stadtholdcrate  is  overthrown,  the  Roman 
iieocracy  is  humbled  with  the  dud,  and  the  Helvetic  oligarchy  an- 
lihilated.  In  the  place  of  tyrants  and  adverfaries,  we  fee  repub* 
licansand  friends.  Upon  an  element  which  fometimes  baffles  the 
paoflt  fublime  courage,  fortune  may'for  a  moment  have  forfakeil 
the  defenders  of  their  country  I  Glory  has  every  where  purfued 
them  !  The  ocean  has  buried  fome  of  our  heroes,  but  not  their 
ncyer-dying  renown.  England,  affrighted  at  her  triumph,  awaits 
vrith  melancholy  difmay  the  inevitable  blow  which  is  to  dab  her 
to  tlie  heart,  and  to  revenge  the  two  worlds  ! !  Woe  to  the  incon* 
fiderate  monarchs  whom  her  corrupting  gold  (hall  feduce  into  new 
wars! 

Let  not  the  governments  which  yet  are  wilUog  to  tempt  the 
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izngcxB  of  war,  Iiope  to  weaken  our  efforts  by  fowiag  divxrion 
f  ijDong  us.  Long  and  cruel  experience  has  taught  us  to  dcfpife 
tho(*e  homicidal  dcnoininations  which  create  and  perpetuate  \df> 
tioQi*  Vainly  fliall  they  attempt  to  oppofe  to  each  other  the  power 
^hich  enafis  and  the  power  which  exccmcs  the  laws.  They  lluU 
inarch  clofely  knit,  indiiFolubly  unitcni. 

The  fpirit  by  which  they  are  equally  animated  is  a  fiiiceiesuD^ 
conftant  delire  of  peace.  But  it  is  of  a  peace  glorious  for  Fraiioe 
and  her  allies  ;  it  is  at  the  fame  time  tl;e  invincible  refolutionof 
repelling  by  force  every  infult  oiFered  to  the  dignity  of  the  republud 
Fathers  of  families,  bicfs  your  children,  whofe  ferviccs  our  cooi* 
mon  mother  requires ;  infpire  them  with  y^mt  praifcs :  the  ef- 
teem  of  age  is  flattering  to  courage,  and  their  glory  will  be  refle^ 
upon  your  grey  hairs.  Mothers,  wlvcs^  retain  not  their  gcness^ 
fteps  i  animate  their  hcroifm  by  your  commands ;  hurry  them  on 
to  glory  ;  let  them  haftcn  to  reap  their  (hare  of  that  wbich  is  tjip 
inheritance  of  every  Frenchman  !  And  you,  yc  younig  defendqf 
of  YQur  coantry,  fly !  your  brothers  in  arms  await  you.  Yco 
'Will  find  in  the  armies  the  example  of  living  heroes,  and  theofr* 
loory  of  the  heroes  who  have  fallen  in  the  caufe  of  liberty.  Hodie 
and  Marccau^  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  ;  Laharpe  and  Stqigeli 
en  the  banks  of  the  Hendan  ;  repofe  amidll  the  glory  of  their  ex* 
ploits.  On  tlieir  tombs  you  will  ihed  the  tears  of  g^ratitude  jfld 
of  religious  refped ;  and  if  the  hour  of  battle  arrives^  you  w^ 
fwear  on  their  alhes  to  die  victorious. 


EQUALITY,   LIBERTY,    FRATERNITY. 

'T^HE  Executive  Dirc.T^ory  of  the  Ratavian  republic  hereby  give 

"■■     notice,   tluit  the   rt'pri.'ll-niati\c  body,    as  eflablifhcd  by  tje 

conftjtuiion,  havin<;  taken  into  their  confidcration,  that  the  various 


iption  to  the  trade  of  England 
which  the  hodilc  and  infolcnt  conduct  of  that  country  towards  thil 
republic  at  all  times  has  mcritevl ;  and  coniidering  that  itisib- 
fofutcly  necclFary,  in  order  to  difnppoint  the  avarice  and  huinblc  the 
pride  of  Jjriiain,  as  alf  >  for  the  encouragement  of  the  manufac* 
lures  of  the  iKTnvian  republic,  to  enadl  more  prccife  and  rigorous 
reftrlflions,  UiH  j'uch  as  Ihall  admit  of  no  evafion  on  the  part  of  the 
merchants  and  dealers,  nor  be  liable  to  be  mifuuderftood  by  the 
public  officers,  from  a  doubt  what  commodities  and  wares  are  to. 
be  undcrrtood  by  the  term  Englifh  goods: 
'  The  reprefcniative  body  having  likewife  confidcred  the  danger- 
ous 
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bm  ah J  iujurious  confequences  of  the  trade  carried  on  by  neutral 
reflelsy  dire&ly  from  England  to  the  ports  of  this  republic ;  aa^ 
taftly,  having  taken  into  confideration  that  the  intercft  of  corn- 
coerce  in  general  requires  that  the  nature  and  extent  of  this  reftric- 
libn  (hould  be  fully  known>  decrees  as  follows : 

That  from  the  21 A  of  0£lober  of  the  prefent  year,  all  hws', 
bibclamationsi  ordinances,  and  decrees,  of  the  States  General,  the 
National  Aflembly,  the  Conftituent  Alfembly,  or  the  late  unconfti* 
ntional  reprefentativc  body,  relative  to  the  importation  of  BritifK 
rommodities,  manufa£lures,  and  produAions,  (hall  be  repealed  and 
mde  ;  and  that  henceforth  it  (hall  be  decreed,  as  it  hereby  is  de* 
»ed: 

That  after  the  31(1  of  the  prefent  month,  OAober,  00  Britiflk 
nanufadures,  commodities,  or  produdions,  by  whatever  name 
Hiey  may  be  called,  fhall  be  imported  into  the  Batavian  republic^ 
Micr  by  land  or  water,  either  direflly  from  Great  Britain,  or  bj 
My  circuitous  route,  under  the  penalty  that  fuch  Britifh  manufac-^ 
nrest  commodities,  or  produflions,  Ihall  be  declared  forfeited  and 
:onfifcated  to  the  ufe  of  the  flate. 

That  all  fuch  perfons  as  dircdiy  or  indireflly  fliall  have  been 
xnicerned  in  the  importation  of  fuch  goods,  or  favoured  the  fame^ 
w  to  whom  they  (hall  have  been  configned,  (hall  not  only  be  pu* 
uflied  by  the  lofs  of  the  goods,  but  if  it  (hall  appear  that  they 
lad  knowledge  of  them,  and  afier  the  time  limited  by  this  procla- 
nation  did  not  give  notice  to  the  cuflom-houfc,  or  the  ofEcers  ap« 
pointed  for  that  purpofe,  they  (hall  be  confulercd  as  enemies 
:o  their  country,  and  bani(hed  for  ever  from  the  Batavian  ttr- 
ritory. 

And  in  order  to  remove  all  doubts,  ciihei  ot  ihe  dealers  or  of* 
Ecers,  with  refpe£t  to  what  are  to  be  confidcreci  as  Britifh  manufac- 
ures  or  productions,  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  the  following  ar- 
ides  ILall  befo  deemed,  whatever  their  origin  may  be,  or  from 
virliatever  place  they  may  have  been  coniigned  or  fliipped  : 

I.  AH  forts  of  what  are  called  Manchcllcr  many  failures. 

a*  All  cloths  and  fluifs  of  wool  cotton,  cotton  wool,  linen,  or 
^redd« 

-2.  All  mixed  fluffs  made  of  any  of  the  above-mentioned 
irticfes. 

'4*  All  cottons,  linens,  muflins,  dimities,  and  nankeens,  whether 
ilfli'olly  or  in  part  printed  or  painted. 

^.  AH  woollen,  cotton,  or  worfted  waiftcoats,  breeches,  and 
pantaloons,  or  fluff  for  thefe  in  the  piece* 

&  All  Englifh,  Scotch,  and  Irilh  flockings. 

7.  All  millinery  and  manufactures  of  cotton,  wool,  and  leather^ 
irhether  plain,  mixed,  or  coloured. 

8v  All  forts  of  buttons. 

q:  All  \iind$  of  plated  wai'e. 
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10.  All  forts  of  hardware,  or  manufadurei  of  iron,  fteclj  tin^ 
copper,  and  pewter,  whether  plain,  lackcfed,  or  painted. 

11.  All  forts  of  cutlery  ware* 

12.  All  kinds  of  cabinet-maker's  work. 

13.  Watches,  gold  and  filver  clafps,  watcU-chains>  fingSi  fsUUl| 
and  all  kinds  of  jewellery. 

14.  All  forts  of  leather,  tanned,  curried,  or  prepared  in  any 
manner ;  boot-legs,  men  or  women's  ihoe-leather,  whether  whollj 
or  partly  finifhed. 

15.  All  forts  of  carriages,  whether  wholly  or  partly  finilbcd ; 
new  or  fecond-hand  faddles,  and  all  kinds  of  faddlery* 

1 6.  All  forts  of  filk  waiflcoats  and  ribands,  whether  whoHj  or 
partly  filk,  cotton,  or  thread. 

1 7 .  All  forts  of  men's  and  women's  hats,  whether  of  felt,  ftiav, 
or  any  other  material ;  filk  handkerchiefs  and  (hawls  known  by 
the  name  of  Englifli. 

18.  All  forts  of  fpiin  wool  and  hair,  peruke -makers'  work, 
floor-cloths,  carpets,  whether  complete,  or  in  pieces  or  rolls, 
from  which  they  may  be  finilhcd. 

19.  All  forts  of  prepared  leather,  wafheJ  leather^  ikios  for  mak- 
ing of  gloves,  breeches,  or  waidcoats,  whether  paiuted,  printed,  or 
plain  J  as  alfo  all  articles  cmpluycd  in  the  manufaAure  of  thefc> 

20.  All  forts  of  Englifh  giafs,  except  that  which  is  ufed  for  the 
making  of  optical  inftrunicnts  and  clock-work* 

21.  All  forts  of  Englilh  tafFeties^  paper-hangings^  and  fur* 
Diture. 

22.  All  forts  of  refined  fugars,  whether  in  loaves  or  powderi  or 
loofe,  wliich  have  been  refined  in  Europe. 

23.  All  forts  of  porcelain,  earthen  and  pottery  ware*. 

And  it  is  like  wife  decreed,  that  after"  the  31ft  of  Ofiobcr  of 
the  prefent  year  1798,  no  fhip  coming  from  Britifii  ports,  and 
having  taken  in  her  lading  there,  (hall  enter  any  of  the  ports  of 
this  republic,  under  pain  of  confifcaticn  of  the  faid  lading  to  the 
ufe  ot  the  Batavian  nation. 

This  penally  of  confifcation,  however,  fhall  not  be  enforced 
againft  neutral  fhips  laden  with  fuch  goods,  till  after  the  i5tliof 
iTovcmber  next  enfuing. 

The  Executive  Diredory  is  hereby  charged  with  the  publicatloB- 
of  this  decree,  in  ihc  ufual  marmer ;  and  the  agent  of  finance 
with  its  liridl  enforcement. 

(Signed)  F.  Ermeriks. 

S.  Da3S£Vaal,  Loco-ScC 

Haguff  0/7.  23,  1798, 
ihi^b  year  of  S^tavian  Hbciiy» 


Procttinp 
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Proceedings  oftbiCpttprefs  at  Rafladt^  continued  from  Page  337. ' 


Subflance  of  the  Noufrom  the  Pruffian  Aftntfler  to  the  Deputation  0/ 

the  Empirey  on  the  14/A  June^ 

I.  TpHE  Rhine  is  to  ferve  for  a  boundary  from  a  point  to  be 
.  -7  taken  near  the  Wczcl,  as  far  as  the  fpot  where  it  feparates 
into  diflerent  branches,  and  continues  its  courfe  through  Holland, 
juder  the  name  of  the  Waal. 

IL  With  refpeft  to  the  Wezel  in  particular,  it  will  be  proper 
'or  a  boundary  to  fix  on  the  canal  concluded  in  1784,  acrofs  the 
flaiid  of  Buderich. 

HL  The  Rhine  toll  is  to  be  continued  for  the  prefent ;  and  as 
0the  right  of  levying  cuftoms,  the  prbpofitions  made  on  this  head 
iarthbt  be  acceded  to ;  and  at  all  events,  the  regulation  of  thefe 
)()jeds  ought  to  be  deferred  on  account  of  there  being  matters  to 
ic/fettled  by  a  treaty  of  commerce  after  the  conclufion  of  peace. 


fihfiance  of  the  Ayifwer  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  to  the  Note 
■  *\    of  the  French  Mlnijiers  of  the  ^h  AleJJidor  (June  22). 

'THE  propofitions  contained  in  the  laft  note  of  the  French  mi^ 
lifters  are  to  be  confidered  as  appertaining  only  to  the  demand  of 
\m  French  government  refpeAing  the  forts  of  Kehl  and  Hu^ 
linguen.  The  deputation  fubfcribes  to  the  article  concerning  the 
moicdiate  nobles :  but  it  demands  that  the  fequeflration  (hould  be 
onmediately  taken  oflT,  and  that  they  fliould  be  reftored  to  the  pof*- 
'eflion  of  their  properties,  without  waiting  for  the  exchange  of  the 
atificationsof  the  treaties  of  peace.  It  infifts  alfo  that  the  prin- 
j^lities  which  poflefs  mediate  edates,  fbould  not  be  comprifed 
D  the  confi  feat  ions,  and  that  their  properties  fliould  be  reltored 
d'them  forthwith.  With  rcfpedk  to  the  property  of  the  clergy, 
IS  the  fubje£l  is  as  yet  untouched,  any  explanation  upon  it  is  re- 
ecved  for  fome  future  opportunity. 

d^kfjUHT  of  the  French  Minijlen  to  the  Hole  of  the  Deputation  of  the 

Empire  of  the  ()th  July. 

THE  underfigned  minifters  of  the  French  republic  for  the  ne- 
gotiallon  with  the  German  Empire,  have  received  a  note  from  the 
leputies  of  the  Empire,  bearing  date  the  2i(l  Meflidor  lad  (9th 
[uly),  which  has  been  communicated  to  them  by  M.  dc  Metter- 
lich,  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  his  Majefty  the  Emperor.     It 

Siears  proper,  in  the  outfet,  to  anfwer  fome  objedions  which 
deputies  have  made  in  their  note  of  the  29th  Floreal,   ^^d 
Vol.  VII.  3N  vjUcXv 
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which  they  have  now  repeated,  viz.  that  the  laft  demands  made  in 
the  name  of  the  French  republic,  are  in  oppdiition  to  the  pre- 
ceding ;  that  the  note  of  the  14th  Floreal  clifclofes  pretenfions  at 
once  exaggerated  and  unexpected,  which  not  only  deftroy  the 
limit  agreed  upon  between  the  two  ftates,  but  alfo  menace  the 
fafcty  and  independence  of  Germany*  The  deptities  of  the  Em- 
pire ought  to  recoiled,  that  the  miniders  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  have  manifefted,  from  the  opening  of  the  nego- 
tiation, an  intention  for  the  common  advantage  of  regulating  the 
manner  in  which  it  fhould  proceed :  that  of  confequence  they  have 
uniformly  endeavoured  to  avoid  in  their  communications,  whe* 
ther  verbal  or  written,  confounding  objeds,  by  keeping  them  diftind 
frocp  each  other,  and  that  they  have  conftantly  held  that  the  diflfereot 
points  (hould  be  debated  in  their  natural  order.  In  the  firft  ranki 
unqueftionably^  is  that  of  the  ceflion  of  the  countries  fituated  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine.  Next  comes  the  mode  of  indemnity 
by  fecularizations;  but  queftions  once  refolved  upon  do  not  bind 
fiibfequent  ones.  It  never  occurred  to  the  miniders  plenipotentiary 
of  the  French  republic  to  betray  the  leaft  fymptom  of  renun- 
ciation. The  deputies  themfelves  forefaw  fo  well  further' de- 
mands might  be  made,  that  they  more  than  once  expreifed  a  wi(h 
that  the  French  legation  (liould  explain  itfelf  upon  this  fubjefi* 
The  propofitions  made  this  day  by  the  undcrflgned,  are  not  fo  much 
the  fimple  confequence  of  the  progrcfs  of  ideas,  as  the  fucccffive 
developement  of  the  regular  plan  which  they  announced.  Con- 
fidercd  in  themfelves,  they  are  not  contrary  to  what  has  been  pre* 
vioufly  propofed  and  agreed  on.  With  rcfpedl  to  a  ftate  having  a 
recognifcd  limit,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  may  not  provide  means 
for  the  fecurity  of  that  limit,  without  being  on  that  account 
charged  with  having  views  of  aggrandizement.  And  here  it  mufl 
be  obfcrvcd,  that  France  having  been  attacked,  and  her  armies 
having  triumphed,  fhc  ought,  on  the  one  fide,  to  carry  her  meafurcs 
of  precaution  much  further  in  future ;  and  that,  on  the  other  fidCf 
Ihe  ought  in  juftice  to  prefumc  to  a  much  greater  com  '>enfation 
for  her  immcnfe  facrifices  than  the  neceflity  of  her  dcf*nce  re- 
quires. Yet  flie  has  been  known  to  moderate  her  legitimitc  prc- 
tenfions.  Every  impartial  perfon  muft  fee,  in  the  conditions  of 
peace  which  flie  offers  to  Europe,  nothing  but  what  is  extremely 
rcafonable,  or  which  docs  not  belong  to  the  nature  of  all  treaiicsi 
which  always  import  a  certain  inequality  of  advantages,  accord- 
ing to  the  relative  pofition  of  the  contrafting  powers.  The 
inicRtion  of  the  French  government  could  not  be,  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  German  Empire  ihould  be  threatened.  Its  wilh 
Ihould  be  rather,  that  it  might  acquire  more  ftrength  and  folidity* 
The  deputies  will  perceive,  if  they  confider  it  maturely,  that  the 
two  points  poflTeflTed  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  by  the  French? 

very  far  from  giving  them  umbrage,  ought,  on  the  contraryi  '^ 

I  be 
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be  regarded  as  a  bond  of  confidence^  as  one  of  the  pledges  of  fu* 
Cure  tranquillity  between  the  two  nations.     Pafling  now  to  the  note 
of  the  21ft  Meffidor,  the  underfigned  obfervcy  in  the  firft  place 
that  the  deputies  of  the  Empire  do  not  appear  to  have  well  under- 
ilood  or  fufliciently  weighed  the  contents  of  that  which  they  fent 
the  4th  of  the  fame  month  ;  and  that  in  adopting  a  fyftem  almod 
abfolutely  negative,  they  may  give  reafon  to  doubt  the  (incerity  of 
their  pacific  intentions.     The  underfigned  will  never  entertain 
fuch  doubt ;  but  the  deputies  of  the  Empire  mud  alfo,  on  their 
fide,  rejefi  the  idea  that  the  moderation  of  the  republic,  and  the 
facilities  it  adduces  to  the  concluflon  of  peace,  can  be  extended 
beyond  their  juft  bounds.     A  fecond  obfervation  may  be  made, 
namely,    that  the  note  of  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  of  the  4th  Medidor,  had  not  only  for  its  objeft 
to  abandon  or  foften  certain  articles  contained  in  that  of  the  14th 
Floreal,  but  that  they  there  infift  upon  other  articles  of  this  fame 
note,  which  were  maintained,  and  not  fubmitted  to  modification* 
Yet  the  anfwer  of  the  deputies  of  the  Empire  does  not  contain  011 
this  head  any  declaration,  either  precife  or  calculated  to  lead  finally 
to  any  refult  whatever.     It  remains  then?  for  the  underfigned  to 
relieve  the  negotiation  from  this  fiate  of  languor  and  incertitude; 
that  is,  to  combine  under  one  point  of  view  the  propofitions  en- 
clofed  in  their  notes  of  the  14th  Floreal  and  the  3d  Meflidor,  and 
to  declare  pofitively  what  muft  be  granted  or  refufed. 

In  the  firft  place,  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  French  re- 
public perfifl  in  the  whole  of  their  demands  relative  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Rhine,  and  fee  with  pleafiire  they  have  come  near  their 
propofitions,  which  are  evidently  dilated  by  the  defire  of  common 
profperity..    But  they  cannot  obferve  without  furprife  that  the  de* 
putjes  hefitate  to  acknowledge,  that  this  obje£l  being  for  the  dk- 
red  intereft  of  the  whole  Empire,  the  fiipulations  thereon  fbould 
neceflarily  have  a  place  in  the  prefent  treaty.     They  are  afto- 
nifhed,  particularly,  that  the  deputies  (hould  claim  the  provifional 
maintenance  of  the  rights  of  toll  until  theconclufion  of  a  treaty  of 
commerce  ;  which,  feeing  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  treaty 
of  this  kind  with  the  Empire  in  general,  would  amount  to  the 
prefervation,  pure  and  fimple,  of  rights  the  mod  opprcflive  to 
commerce.     The  underfigned  demand  with  inflant  earnefinefs  the 
abolition  of  the  tolls,  and  that  all  the  articles  relating  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Rhine,  fhall  be  inferted  in  the  treaty  of  peace.     To 
give  a  new  proof  of  the  principles  which  guide  them,  and  of  the 
conciliatory  fpirit  by  which  they  are  animated,  they  will  confent 
that  this  navigation  fhall  be  abfolutely  free  for  thofe  who  refide  on 
the  banks  of  the  river ;  that  the  flaple  rights  fhould  be  abolifhed,  as 
alfo  the  corporations  of  bargemen.     The  deputies  will  furely  ob- 
ferve that  this  is,    on  the  part  of  the  French  republic,    a  real 
ceffioni  which  will  merit  a  rccompence.     They  hope  alfo  that  the 

3  N  a  dft^M\\K^ 
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deputies  will  effedlually  demand  from  the  German  diet  the  enfran- 
chifcment  of  the  interior  rivers  of  Germany,  or  at  lead  of  thofe 
which  empty  themfclves  into  the  Rhine. 

Secondly^  The  French  republic  recedes  from  its  demand  of  all 
the  iflands  of  the  Rhine.  Of  the  two  means  propofed  by  the  de- 
puties for  dividing  the  river,  they  admit  the  Thalweg.  Thuf  the 
ifles  which  will  be  found  on  the  right  of  the  courfe  of  the  naviga- 
tion, ihall  remain  with  the  Empire.  Thofe  which  (hall  be  found 
en  the  left  (hall  belong  to  the  republic,  as  alfo  the  ifland  of  Saint 
Pierre,  fituated  below  Mentz,  and  which  is  formally  excepted 
from  the  part  allotted  to  the  Empire.  The  underfigned  make 
alfo  this  cxprefs  refervation,  that  the  iflands  beyond  the  courfe  of 
the  Great  Rhine,  which  may  be  dependent  on  France,  (ball  he 
preferred  to  her.  It  (hall  be  further  agreed,  that  in  cafe  the  courfe 
of  the  river  (hall  change,  the  iflands  (hall  remain  under  the  fove* 
jreignty  to  which  they  (hall  be  attached  by  the  treaty.  In  no  cafe 
jhall  the  neutrality  of  the  navigation  be  queflioned. 

Thirdly,  They  have  faid  in  the  note  of  the  14th  Floreal,  that 
Ca(rcl,  the  Fort  of  Mars,  and  its  territories,  cannot  be  feparated 
from  Mentz,  of  which  they  have  been  always  con(idered  as  con- 
{lituting  a  part,  and  that  they  would  be  conftantly  threatened 
uiilefs  they  were  in  the  fame  hands.  The  cxiflence  of  Ehren* 
breitflein  being  incompatible  with  that  of  Coblentz,  the  fafetyof 
the  republic  demands  its  demolition.  Thcfe  are  two  points  upon 
which  there  mufl  be  no  difcuflion,  and  which  do  not  admit  of  mo- 
dification. With  refpefb  to  Kehl,  the  undcrOgncd  (bould  hope 
they  had  fuflSciently  yicKled  their  former  demands  in  the  6r{l  article 
of  their  note  of  the  4th  Mcflidor.  To  remove  all  difficulty,  how- 
ever, they  will  renounce  all  claim  to  the  redoubts  expref&ly  re« 
ceived  by  faid  article. 

Fourthly,  The  deputies  oppofc  the  demand  of  eflabli(hing  cooh 
znercial  bridges  at  Huninguen,  and  between  the  two  Brifgaus, 
upon  the  ground  that  eflablifhments  of  this  kind  are  always  a 
point  of  conted,  which  ought  to  be  avoided  as  much  as  pofliUe 
between  two  flates.  We  will  not  examine  here,  whether  this 
opinion  be  well  or  ill  founded ;  but  it  is  an  acknowledged  and 
moft  important  truth,  that  agriculture  and  commerce,  thofe  two 
grand  fourccs  of  the  riches  of  nations,  require  in  all  countries 
communications  ready,  eafy,  and  numerous.  Are  not  commer- 
cial interefts  the  moft  precious,  and  perhaps  the  only  true  fourceof 
connexion  between  people  and  people  ? 

The  deputies  objedl  further,  that  the  eflabli(hment  of  new 
bridges  on  the  Rhine  is  not  necelFary  for  commerce.  This  fe- 
cpnd  objedion,  which  poflclfes  little  folidity,  deftroys  in  feme 
manner  the  lirft.  The  very  cxiftcnce  of  the  prcfent  bridges 
proves,  that  thefe  means  of  connexion  are  ufeful  without  danger; 
what  inconvenience  then  can  foUovv'  from  allowing  two  morc^ 

particularly 
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particularly  when  thefe  new  con(lru£lions  are,  if  well  adapted  ^o 
local -fituationy  defired  equally  by  the  inhabitants  of  both  banks  ? 

Fifthly,  With  regard  to  wi)at  concerns  the  immediate  nobiiityy 
the  underfigned  periilt  in  the  3d  article  of  their  note  of  the  4th 
MeiEdor.  The  rcprefentations  which  the  deputies  of  the  Empire 
have  made  on  this  fubje^t,  cannot  be  attended  to,  becaufe  they  are 
contrary  to  the  principles  and  laws  of  the  French  republic. 

Sixthly,  It  is  faid  in  the  note  of  the  14th  Floreal,  that,  con- 
formably to  generally  received  principles,  the  debts  which  were 
liens  on  the  properties  ceded  to  France,  (bould  be  transferred  to 
:ho(e  givcii  in  exchange :  this  dirpolition,  from  which  the  eccle- 
Gmftical  eleAors  are  not  excepted,  is  invariable. 

Seventhly,  The  underfigned  renew  the  demand  of  the  renun- 
riations  detailed  in  the  faid  note,  and  particularly  that  they  (lipu- 
ate  for,  iii  a  future  treaty,  the  abandonment  of  all  rights  what* 
nrer,  claimed  by  the  Empire  on  all  the  parts  of  the  Italian  territory, 
which  may  be  able  to  recover  thcmfelves,  and  which  now  belong 
to  republics  eAablifhed  in  that  country.  They  demand  alfo,  that 
l>y  a  fpecial  claufe  there  be  inferted  in  this  fame  treaty,  to  prevent 
lU  doubt  and  difficulty  on  the  fubjed,  a  ftipulation  for  the  ceflion 
Df  Frikthal,  and  the  furrender  to  the  French  republic  of  all  the 
rights  which  the  German  Empire  might  claim  upon  this  ter- 
itory. 

Such  are  the  propofitions  which  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic  offer  to  the  deliberation  of  the  deputies  of  the 
Empire,  with  further  reference  to  their  notes  of  the  i4thFloreal, 
the  4tb  Meflidor,  and  the  preceding  ones,  refpe£ting  every  thing 
not  contrary  to  the  prefent  one,  and  therein  not  exprefsly  re- 
iroked :  they  prefent  them  as  the  conditions  of  peace :  they  invite 
ihe  deputies  of  the  Empire  to  take  them  into  their  mod  ferious 
x>nfideration, ,  and  to  put  an  end,  by  a  clear  and  prccife  decla- 
ration upon  each  of  the  articles  propofed,  to  all  incertitude  upon 
tiie  further  progrefs  of  the  negotiation. 

They  have  the  honour  to  alfure  M.  de  Metternich,  minifter 
plenipotentiary  from  his  Majefty  the  Emperor,  of  their  mod  diftin- 
guilhedconfideration.  (Signed)        Bonnier, 

Rajiadty  iji  Tbermidofy  Jean  DsBRr. 

in  the  6th  year.  Roberjot, 

Tenour  of  the  Vote  given  by  the  Aujirian  Mlnijler  In  the  Sitting  of  ihe 
Deputation  of  the  Empire  of  the  ^d  Augufl. 

AUSTRIA,  animated  by  a  fincerc  defire  of  obtaining  peace  to 
the  Empire,  has  hitherto  concurred  with  its  whole  power  in 
Rrhatever  was  likely  to  facilitate  that  objcS,  and  its  votes  have 
uniformly  been  founded  on  the  principle  of  its  duties  towards  the 
Empire  in  general.    Fully  confiding  in  the  juftice  and  equity  of 

the 
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the  French  republic,  its  reprefentalions  towards  her  hare  been 
conftantly  of  an  amicable  and  conciliatory  nature,  calculated  to ob- 
tarn  that  which,  in  the  judgment  of  Auilria  and  the  deputation  of 
the  Empire,  was  annoiiuctid  at  the  opening  of  the  congrefs  on  the 
part  of  the  French. 

It  w^l  continue  to  preferve,  with  the  utmoft  referve  and  mode- 
ration, the  fame  line  of  condu£i,  the  fame  principle  of  negotiation 
and  reprefentation  it  has  hitherto  adopted,  not  doubting  but  it  will 
produce  the  efFe£t  it  ought. 

Confequently  Auftria,  in  giving  this  vote,  finds  itfelf  coih- 
pelled  to  remark,  that  in  the  25th  and  28th  fittings  It  did  coo- 
fcnt  to  the  demand  made  on  the  part  of  France,  that  the  liniitsof 
the  Rhine  ibould  form  the  balls  of  peace  ;  that  a  fufficient  quantitj 
of  territory  (hould  be  ceded  on  the  left  bank,  as  fhould  be  ne- 
ceifary  to  draw  a  military  line,  determining  the  frontiers  between 
Germany  and  France  ;  and  that  even  the  facrifice  of  two-thTTifei)f 
the  tcft  bank  of  the  Rhine  fhould  not  be  an  obitacle  to  eflfeduadng 
fuch  purpofe. 

Auftria  has  likewife  advifed  the  Empire,  through  the  medivm 
of  the  deputation,  to  confent  to  this  facrifice,  in  order  to  pttt  aa 
end  to  this  unhappy  war. 

It  has  left  to  France  the  determination  of  this  line  ;  but  in  the 
38th  fitting,  befides  many  other  conditions,  it  has  formally  and 
particularly  infificd  upon  this,  that  whatever  is  found  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Rine,  be  its  denomination  what  it  may,  Ihall  remaib 
to  the  Empire. 

As  France  hcrfelf  has  required  frontiers,  neceflary,  asihefitySy 
for  the  rc1pc£tivc  lafcty  of  the  two  ftatcs,  Auilria  continues  firm 
to  this  demand,  as  well  as  to  the  ceilicn  of  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  which  fhnl!  commence  below  Bale,  where  the  territories  of 
the  two  ftatcs,  that  is  to  fay,  of  Germany  and  France,  begin  to  be 
contiguous,  under  the  conditions  declared,  and  principally  withie- 
Icrencc  to  what  concerns  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine. 

But  the  majority  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  in  the  fame 
fitting,  after  having  cllahlifhed  many  previous  points  and  modifi- 
cations, abandoned  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  in  the  manner 
i  ranc'j  had  demanded  it,  to  wit,  as  a  fecure  frontier  between 
CTcrmany  and  France,  of  which  this  latter  power  was  already  in 
polTclIion. 

Aiiltria  prefervcd  a  paflive  condiift  in  this  declaration  of  the 

deputation  ;  flie  did  not  accede  to  it ;  and  after  the  conclufum  had 

iven  drawn  up,  (he  even  formally  and  abfolutely  referred  to  the 

vote  jhe  had  given;    confequently,  by  fo  doing  fhe  neither  was 

coiifcnting  to,  nor  took  any  part  in  this  decifion.  Such  has  been  the 

f:tiiution  in  which  Anrtria  has  flood  at  this  moment,  relative  to  the 

bafis  of  peace  agreed  to  by  the  Imperial  plenipotentiary,  as  repre- 

f^ntative  of  the  fupremc  bead  of  the  Empire. 

In 
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Ia  the  mean  time  it  is  to  be  obfcrved,  that  the  cedion  on  one 
Sde,  at  well  as  the  other,  muft  neceflarily  be  conditional,  and 
ran  aever  become  a  reciprocal  engagement  till  the  previous  condi- 
ions  have  been  fulfilled,  or  the  parties  (hall  have  perfectly  under- 
iood  and  agreed  upon  them.  It  is  upon  this  fuppofition  alone  that 
be  confiderable  celfions  made  by  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  caa 
se  admitted  or  determined. 

When  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  demanded  on  the  part  of  that 
Kywer  with  whom  they  were  in  treaty,  whether  flie  would  after- 
HfS^  form  new  pretentions,  fuch  a  demand  was  natural,  and  its 
>b)e&  was  to  ferve  as  a  guide  to  their  future  deliberations  and  con- 
aeiBoas*  In  no  refpe&  could  it  be  deemed  improper,  or  capable 
if  wi.unfiivourable  conftrudion.  When  a  (late  is  in  potktRon  of 
mntiefs  fixed  and  acknowledged,  it  may,  with  the  greateft  pro- 
uittjf  adopt  meafures  for  the  (afety  and  prdte3ion  of  thoTe  fron- 
tMrs";  but  it  cannot  with  juftice  form  pretenfions,  which,  in  the 
ipiiiion  of  the  whole  world,  and  the  convidion  even  of  thofe  who 
Bake  the  demand,  muft  evidently  deftroy  the  fecurity  of  the  fron* 
fiersoppolite  to  them. 

We  oaght  to  hope  and  expcd  from  a  powerful  (late,  that  it 
would  weigh  its  firength  in  the  fame  fcale  with  fentiments  of 
luftioe^  and  that  it  would  not  entirely  lofe  (ight  of  the  latter:  in 
Bney  that  it  would  not  require  of  Germany  abfolutcly  to  place  it- 
Iclf  not  merely  in  a  defencelefs  (late,  but  to  extend  inquietude  and 
■flGAion'  even  to  its  bcTom.  We  are  the  more  judified  in  expell- 
ing fuch  a  line  of  condu£l  on  the  part  of  France,  under  the  pre- 
Pent  circumftances,  inafmuch  as  in  the  laft  note  of  the  French  le- 
gatioDy  we  find  the  paci(ic  alTurances,  already  made  at  different 
times^  renewed. 

It  has  been  fo  often  proved  that  the  Empire  was  not  the  ag- 
greflbr,  that  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  repeat  it.  We  cannot  there- 
lore  fee*  without  the  greated  concern,  thatcxcufes  are  fought  for, 
to  juftify  the  hard  and  impoflible  conditions  wiihcd  to  be  impofed 
on  Germany.  France  acquires  by  the  Rhine  fuch  frontiers  on 
the  fide  of  Germany,  that  (he  would  have  no  occa(ion  to  refort  to 
any  other  meafures  of  fafety,  whild,  if  they  extended  to  the  oppo-- 
fite  bank,  they  would  entirely  dedroy  the  fafety  of  Germany,  if  we 
Qoinpare  this  (late  with  France  ;  and  it  is  the  more  unreafonable, 
as  the  demand  of  the  limit  of  the  Rhine  had  for  its  formal  bafis  the 
fecurity  of  both  dates. 

The  ce(&ons  made  to  France  would  alfo  procure  it  fuch  an  in- 
demnity as  Germany  affords  no  example  of,  and  mud  excite  the 
adoni(hment  of  podcrity  :  and  as  from  the  cxpreflions  contained 
in  the  French  note,  the  pretenfions  yet  in  difpute  arc  not  made 
Vrith  any  view  of  aggrandizement,  there  ought,  from  the  fame  mo-, 
tive  of  reciprocal  fecurity  for  which  it  w^as  alleged  they  were 
targed,  to  be  the  lels  objedioa  in  deltding  from  them.     BefKles, 
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if  the  limits  of  the  Rhine  are  to  be  confidered  as  a  band  of  confi* 
dencey  and  a  pledge  for  the  future  tranquillity  of  the  two  nationt^ 
as  the  lall  French  note  cxprefled,  it  is  abfolutely  impofGble,  from 
the  nature  of  the  thing,  that  France  (hould  have  polieflions  on  itt 
light  bank.  We  are  pcrfuaded  that  the  French  legation  is  tbo- 
loughly  convinced  of  this,  becaufe  fuch  a  convidion  is  an  innite 
fentiment  that  cannot  be  deftroyed  ;  and  becaufe,  in  all  the  de^ 
clarations  hitherto  made  by  the  French  minifters,  and  given  in  ab- 
ttrzSt  in  the  votes  of  Auilria  in  the  44th  fitting,  it  is  formally 
and  literally  ft'ated,  that  they  demand  the  Rhine  as  a  boundary,  to 
preferve  the  tranquillity  and  fccurity  of  the  two  Aates. 

After  thefe  obfervations,  Auftria  refers  herfcif  wholly,  and  in 
all  points,  to  the  vote  given  in  the  49th  fitting,  and  ilie  propofeito 
lenew  with  the  French  miniders  plenipotentiary  the  fame 
amicable  reprefen  tat  ions  and  propodtions  made  in  that  (itttng; 
briefly  appealing  to  the  remarks  jult  made  on  the  laft  French  note. 
We  cannot  renounce  the  hope  that  France,  if  (he  means  to  gnut 
peace,  will  adopt  fentiments  of  juftice  and  moderation  ;  the  nme 
fo,  as  Germany  has  done  all  that  it  is  poflible  for  her  to  do ;  confe- 
quently  (he  may  and  ought  to  hope  to  obtain  a  peace,  which  will 
at  lead  procure  a  degree  of  tranquillity  and  fafety  conformable  It 
circumitances,  and  will  confole  her  tor  the  unexampled  miferid 
experienced  during  this  long  wan 

Although  we  eniirely  refer  to  the  vote  given  in  the  49th  (ittiif y 
-we  think  it  our  duty  to  make  fuch  obfcrxations  upon  the  pcinH 
contained  in  the  laft  French  note,  as  arc  neceflary  to  (how  the 
grounA  of  the  undermentioned  vote. 

I  (I.  Relative  to  the  free  navigation  an<l  the  tolls  taken  on  the 
Rhine,  we  repeat,  that  we  will  ncccdc  without  referve  to  the  dcci- 
fion  of  the  deputation  on  this  fiibjeft  ;  for  there  is  not,  nor  can 
there  be  any  queftion  refpefting  the  other  rivers  that  do  not  empty 
thcgifelves  into  the  Rhine,  nor  conlcqiienily  of  thofc  that  flffW 
through  the  Anftrian  monarchy.  ' 

2d,  Auftria  fhould  infill  upon  the  principle  of  the  Thalweg,  ai 
it  is  the  mode  of  divifion  immemorially  ufcd  with  regard  to  riwn. 
France  herfelf  acknowledges  it,  and  adheres  to  it  ;  but  thcfC 
ought  to  be  no  exception  to  it ;  and  in  confequence  of  the  laie 
reprefentations  of  the  deputation,  we  arc  led  to  hope,  fifom  the 
juftice  of  France,  the  ftrici  acknowledgment  of  the  Thalweg, 
without  excepting  the  ifland  of  St.  Pierre  ;  and  the  more  lb,  ai, 
Hiould  France  keep  this  ille,  the  reciprocal  fccurity  eftablifliedas 
the  bafis  would  otherwile  be  deftroyed  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine. 

3d.  Cartel  was  before  the  war  in  a  defencelefs  ftatc.  Every 
one  knows  that  this  place  formed  no  part  of  the  fortrefs  of  Mcnti» 
or  its  works.  If  Caifel  does  not  continue  to  belong  to  the  right 
bank  of  the  Rhine^  what  fccurity  is  there  for  the  countries  of  the 
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Mein,  whofe  environs  unite  with  thofe  of  the  Rhine;  or  what  fe- 
riiriry  is  there  even  for  all  Germany  r 

As  in  the  French  note  all  the  redoubts  of  Kchl  are  renounced^ 
:here  is  not  a  doubt  but  on  this  point  every  thing  will  remain  as 
»efore  the  war* 

Every  ftate  fliould  provide  for  its  own  fafety.  The  fortrefs  of 
Sbreobreitdein  is  the  only  bulwark  remaining  in  Germany  ;  and 
\B  ^France  had  not  before  the  war  flrong  places  which  entirely 
lonamanded  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  Ihould  this  va(l  flate  be 
kut  in  pofleffion  of  them  now,  when  the  Empire  is  more  and  more 
nfcebled  ? 

Yfe  ought  confequently  to  demand,  that  energetic  reprefenta- 
idns,  on  the  fnbjedt  of  the  three  points  above  alluded  to,  ihould 
le- repeated  ;  and  for  thisreafon  we  cannot  confent  to  the  demo- 
icion  of  the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbrcitdcin.  Wc  make  this  formal 
ibfiefvation,  referring  to  the  precifc  dcclarations^already  made  on 
iltt;fubje£l. 

74t|i-  We  have  already  explained  onrfelves,  in  the  44th  and  45th 
illingSy  relative  to  the  bridges ;  and  we  perfift  in  the  fame  dccla- 
ation:  There  are  at  prefcnt  two  bridges  for  the  purpofcs  of 
omoierce,  and  new  ones  would  become,  in  a  military  view, 
ang^9rous  points  of  communication ;  for  the  paflage  of  the  river 
rould  thereby  become  more  eafy.  Beiides,  we  ought  to  confider 
ow  far  the  proprietors  of  land  on  its  banks  would  confent  to  the 
fbiMifhment  of  fuch  bridges,  in  cafes  where  they  might  conceive 
kem  detrimental  to  their  intereil  or  their  fafety. 

5th.  The  French  legation,  in  their  note  of  the  4th  Meflidor 
Jane  22),  in  confequence  of  the  interference  of  the  deputation, 
ppc^red  a  little  more  reafonabic  with  regard  to  the  immeJiatp 
oUefle,  and  its  members  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  not  dates 
f'thc  Empire.  But  in  its  laft  note  of  the  ift  Thermidor  (July 
9^,  it  made  no  fatisfa^lory  anfwer  to  the  new  reprefentations  of 
ie  deputation,  relative  to  the  immediate  noblclTc  (who  are  at  the 
Ipictime  (late^  of  the  Empire)  preferring  their  poflcflfions.  We 
innot  however  renounce  the  hope,  that  the  French  legation 
fiUalfo  accede  to  this  point,  fmce  this  demand  is  founded  on  the 
me  motive  as  the  former  :  another  confideration  is,  that  the 
Dpds  and  poiTeilions  of  the  immediate  equeftrian  order  are  fre- 
UKently  more  or  Icfs  confidcrable  than  thofe  of  the  (tates  of  the 
ntpiFe.  All  thcfe  confidcrations  fliould  form  the  objeds  of  new 
ipnefoitations. 

6th.  In  the  44th  fitting  the  fubjed  was  opened  relative  to  the 
ansfer  of  debts.  This  point  is  eifential  to  the  future  exiftence 
F  Germany.  We  are,  however,  difpofcd  to  accede  to  what- 
fCK  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  mall  judge  proper  to  decree 
i-thisfubje^,  We  only  mention  it  with  regard  to  the  general 
itereft. 
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7th.  Audria  has,  for  a  long  time,  and  at  a  great  expenfe,  fup* 
ported  the  Italian  fiefs  ;  and  it  is  only  by  the  facrifice  of  its  ftates 
in  this  part  'in  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Campo  Fomiio), 
that  fhe  has  advanced  and  accelerated  the  opening  of  the  negotiations 
for  peace  with  the  Empire.  For  this  rcafon  it  ought  to  be  left  to 
the  Empire  to  determine  when  and  how  this  objeA  (hould  be 
treated.  Auftria  not  only  will  accede  to  this  point,  but  will  re- 
comrhcnd  it  to  the  deputation,  fincc  it  will  contribute  to  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  general  peace. 

Audria  has  already  made  a  previous  declaration,  in  the  49th 
fitting,  touching  the  Auilrian  Krickthal.  Wc  add  the  follow- 
ing obfervations,  referving  fuch  further  declarations  as  itiay  be 
neceflary. 

The  portion  of  country  known  by  the  denomination  of  the 
Frickthal  is  part  of  the  Auftrian  country  of  Brifgau  ;  it  is  fitu- 
ated  between  Ztirzach  and  Bale;  its  frontiers  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Rhine  arc  the  four  forefl  towns ;  and  on  the  left  bank,  Swit- 
zerland ;  it  is  thereby  entirely  feparated  from  the  French  ter- 
ritory. Thus  in  the  demand  made  by  the  French  legation,  for 
the  Rhine  to  be  the  boundary  between  Germany  and  FranoCi 
there  could  be  no  doubt  with  refpcft  to  the  Frickthal,  for  iti 
geographical  pofition  feparates  it  on  all  fides  from  the  French  ter- 
ritory. It  is  therefore,  without  referring  to  this  country,  thit 
the  deputation  of  the  Empire  (without  the  confent  of  Auftria)  hii 
acceded,  fubje£t  to  the  previous  conditions  and  modifications,  to 
the  demands  of  the  French  legation  in  adopting  the  boundary  of 
the  Rhine.  The  French  legation,  in  their  note  of  the  id  Ven* 
tofc  (February  20),  a  period  when  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  tras 
not  ceded,  faid,  that  the  bafis  of  the  negotiation,  that  i*,  the 
boundary  of  the  Rhine,  leaving  the  republic  only  what  it  poifeifali 
would  guarantee  the  future  tranquillity  of  the  two  flatcs. 

This  is  a  frefh  proof  that  the  FVcnch  minillers,  in  demanding 
the  ceflion  of  the  boundary  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  did  not 
underftand,  nor  could  they  have  nndtrilood,  all  the  countries 
•which  had  been  aftually  occupied  by  their  troops  during  the  war. 
As  the  Frickthal  cannot  in  any  point  of"  view,  or  under  any  pie- 
text,  be  comprlfcd  aniDug  \hc(c  comwXy'h:^,  Auftria,  confiding  en- 
tirely in  the  jullicc  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire,  expcfls  it 
will  coiidufl  itfc'lf  relative  to  thi.s  fnhie(5l,  upon  the  principles  juft 
laid  down,  and  which  are  founded  in  the  nature  of  the  thing;  and 
that  if  it  Ihall  be  convinced  this  portion  of  country  belonging  to 
the  hereditary  Auftrian  ftates,  ftiould  he  the  fiibjedi  of  a  negotia- 
tion, it  ought  not  to  be  conducted  by  the  deputation,  but  ihouldbe 
direftly  treated  of  between  Auftria  and  France. 

We  are  not  only  fcniible  of  the  duties  of  the  circle  of  Auftr»» 
but  we  have  always  fuitilkd  thein  with  a  patriotic  zeal,  aild  have 
conftantly  adopted  a  line  of  condud,  as  members  of  the  depute 
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cion  of  the  Empiref  conformable  to  thofe  duties.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  relative  fituation  of  Auftria  with  that  of  the  Empire, 
the  privileges  and  attributes  of  that  houfe,  are  alfo  known  and 
deternaiDed.  Auftria  knows  how  to  defend  her  rights  and  here- 
ditary property. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  ccclefiaflical  dependencies,  of  whom 
the  French  miniders  made  mention  in  their  note  of  the  4th  Mef- 
fidor  (22d  June),  and  the  fubjeA  referred  to  by  the  deputation  in 
their  laft  note,  it  would  be  better  to  repeat  the  demand,  as  the  laft 
French  npte  contains  nothing  fatisfadory  on  this  point. 


Conclufum  of  the  DtputatUn  of  the  Empire  of  the  yth  of  Auguji^  tn 
Anfwer  to  the  Note  of  the  French  ATiniJler  of  the  \Ji  Thermldor. 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  could  not  obferve  without  fa- 
tisfa£kion,  in  the  note  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries  of  the  id 
Thermidor,  that  further  relaxations  were  acceded  to  refpcding 
diteient  points  of  the  negotiation  ;  it  has  alfo  feen,  with  confi- 
derable  pleafure,  the  folemn  and  reiterated  declaration,  that  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  French  government  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Empire  Ihould  be  threatened  orexpofed  ;  that,  on 
the  contrary,  it  was  their  earnell  defire  that  this  independence 
fliould  acquire  moreftrength  and  folidity.  Thefc  intentions,  ma- 
oifefted  on  the  part  of  the  French  government,  joined  to  the 
formal  and  reiterated  afTuranccs  of  their  ferious  difpofition  towards 
B  fpcedy  conclufion  of  peace,  afforded  itill  farther  hopes,  that  the 
reUitions  of  amity  between  the  two  nations,  in  order  to  fccure 
which  the  Germans  have  recently  confented  to  the  greateft  fa- 
criiices,  might  foon  be  happily  re-eftablidied,  notwithftanding  • 
the  difference  of  opinion  that  (till  exi(b  upon  a  variety  of  matters. 

The  French  note  of  the  ift  Theroxidor  begins  with  fome  pre- 
liminary obfervations  relative  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  hitherto 
purfued.  The  deputation  on  their  iide  think  it  neceifary  to  make, 
in  anfwer  to  it,  a  few  coimter-obfervations. 

The  French  minillers  feem  to  look  upon  the  ftarting  of  new 
demands  immediately  following  thofe  that  have  been  difcuH'cd,  as 
the  (imple  eiFed.  of  the  progrcllion  of  ideas,  and  as  the  fucceflive 
levelopemcnt  of  their  plan  :  they  pretend  that  they  have  never  rc- 
DOUDCed  the  idea  of  bringing  forward  frcfli  demands.  The  depu- 
tntion  of  the  Empire  have  uniformly  been  perfuaded,  on  the 
rontrary,'  that  the  quedion  would  be  continually  declined  and 
nraded;  that  it  would  be  impolhble  to  take  in  and  comprehend  the 
Wfhole ;  and  that  the  negotiation  could  never  arrive  at  a  fixed 
jioint,  if  the  propofed  conditions  of  peace  were  continually  to  be 
bliowed  up  by  new  ones.  It  was  merely  in  this  view  that  the 
leputation,  previous  to  their  agreeing  to  any  bafis  of  pacification, 
aeqtiefted  .in  their  note  of  the   10th  of  February  of  the  prefent 
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year,  that  the  French  miniftcrs  would  explain  and  make  kndwB 
to  them,  in  a  fatisfaftory  and  complete  manner,  the  whole  of 
the  facrifices  which  the  French  republic  was  difpofed  to  rcquiic 
of  the  Empire  at  the  conchifion  of  this  unfortunate  war^  and 
when  afterwards  it  was  found  neccH'ary,  in  the  note  of  the  iitH 
of  March,  to  accede  to  the  firft  bafis  of  peace  propofcd  by 
France,  that  agreement  was  grounded  upon  previous  conditioni, 
which  excluded  all  the  ulterior  demands  which  might  be  made 
upon  the  Empire ;  it  was  believed  that  thefe  conditions  vrcM 
have  checked  every  othei  facrifice  that  could  poflibly  be  cxadrf 
from  the  Empire,  in  order  to  obtain  a  peace  fo  earneftly  wilhcd 
for — (fee  the  note  of  the  23d  of  March);  and  it  is  for  this  expreil 
purpofc  that  tlu Te  previous  conditions  have  been  formally  re- 
ceived in  the  notes  of  the  4th  and  21ft  of  April,  as  it  is  again 
done  in  the  prefent;  the  deputation  could  not  therefore  but  fed 
furprifcd,  on  ohferving  the  new  prefenfions  contained  in  the 
French  note  of  tiic  i4.th  of  May.  Guided,  however,  bytbdr 
anxious  defirc  to  accelerate  the  conclufion  of  peace,  they  dete^ 
mined,  in  the  notes  of  the  1 8th  of  May  and  the  9th  of  July,  10 
agree  to  fome  of  thofe  demands.  The  French  minifters,  in  their 
notes  of  the  4th  Meffidor  and  ift  Thcrmidor,  have  fon»- 
what  retraced'  refpeding  fomc  other  demands,  or  have  endea- 
voured to  modify  them ;  and  the  points  that  dill  remain  under 
difcuflion  they  have  in  part  refumed,  in  feven  articles  in  thcb 
laft  note  They  (hall  be  now  anfwered  article  by  article,  and  in 
a  manner  that  (hall  afford  the  mod  unequivocal  proof  of  tbt 
ardent  defire  felt  by  the  deputation  to  procure  for  Germany! 
peace,  which  it  fo  anxioufly  wifhcs  for,  however  dear  it  may  be 
obliged  to  purchafe  it. 

I .  The  deputation  has  propofcd  to  poftpone  the  confiileratioo 
of  the  objeSs  relative  to  commerce  and  navigation,  till  the  con- 
clufion of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  in  order  to  be  enabled  thoroughly 
to  invcftigate  and  difcufs  an  affair  of  fo  much  importance,  and 
which  involves  fo  many  confiderations.  At  the  fame  time,  if  the 
difficulties  could  be  fo  eafily  removed,  as,  without  retarding  the 
pacification,  to  admit  the  arrangement  to  be  made  on  this  fubjcft 
to  be  inferted  in  any  treaty  of  peace,  the  deputation  of  the  Em- 
pire are  difpofed  to  accede  to  it.  They  as  readily  fubfcribe  to  the 
defire  manifcfted  by  the  French  miniders  plenipotentiary  ^Wt 
regard  to  the  toll  duties  on  the  Rhine  ;  and  they  confent  to  their 
abolition,  as  the  republic,  on  its  fide,  has  conCented  to  the  fup- 
prclTion  of  thofe  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  fuch  as  the  ware* 
houfe  duties,  and  the  cuftoms  paid  by  watermen.  At  the  fanw 
time,  as  the  cnllom  duties  muft  form  a  certain  compenfation  fot 
the  lofs  of  confiderabie  revenues  derived  from  the  tolls,  and  as 
their  eftabliflimenl  will  experience  much  difficulty,  for  the  rca- 
funs  mentioned  in  the  former  notes,  it  ought  to  be  fixed  as  the 
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condition^  that  the  complete  fupprcflion  of  thofc  tolls  flnll  not 
take  place  for  two  years.  In  this  interval,  the  principles  and 
niles  which  ihall  be  obferved  in  the  eitablilhmcnt  of  the  cudoms, 
may  be  determined  ;  and  agreeably  to  the  prrpoiition  made  in  the 
Doteiof  the  i8th  of  May  and  19th  of  July*  to  fecurc  entirely  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Rhine  from  its  mouth  \ipwards,  by  means 
of  a  convention  made  with  the  Batavian  republic. 

2.  The  deputation  of  the  Empire  have  confented  that  tlie  prin- 
ci|nil  navigable  courfe  of  the  Rhine,  formerly  called  the  Thalweg, 
as  it  has  been  fixed  at  variojis  times  by  fcientific  pcrfons  with 
common  confent,  (liall  form  the  future  boundary  between  Ger« 
many  and  France,  from  the  place  where,  leaving  the  Dutchy  of 
Cleves,  it  enters  into  Holland,   under  the  name  of  the  WaaL 
la  the  above  Dutchy,  the  canal  which  divides  the  iflc  of  Buderich 
lotD  two  parts,  fliall  be  confidered  as  the  Thalweg.    With  regard 
to  the  iHand^  in  the  Rhine,  the  propofition  that  the  iflands  fituated 
to  the  right  of  the  Thalweg  (hall  remain  or  be  ceded  to  the  Em- 
Jiift;  and  thofe  to  the  left  (hall  be  ceded  to  the  French  republic: 
ibis  point  is  perfedly  agreeable  to  the  wifhes  of  the  deputation. 
They  make  no  difficulty,  therefore,  to  confent  to  the  fucceeding 
propofition,  relative  to  the  part  of  the  Rhine  which  formerly  con- 
(iituted  the  boundary  between  Germany  and  France,  viz.  That 
the  illes  fituated  on  the  right  of  the  1  halweg,  which  wete  pre* 
vioufly  in  the  undifputed  polfeilion  of  France,  (hall  remain  fo  in 
future,  under  condition  of  a  fimilar  concefHon  in  favour  of  the 
Empire,  and  the  fovereigns  of  Germany,  with  regard  to  the  iiles 
Gtuatcd  to  the  left  of  the  Thalweg,  and  which  are  now  fubjeA  to 
Germany.     They  likewifc  agree  to  the  new  propofition  of  the 
French  minlflers,  that  the  changes  wJiich  may  take  place  in  the 
channel  of  the  Rhine,  (liall  not. in  future  change  the  rights  of 
fovcreignty  over  the  iflands ;  that  thefe  fliall  remain  henceforth  in 
Jieir  prefent  divifion,  fubje£)f  as  they  fland,  to  France  and  Ger- 
siaoy,  although  it  (hould  even  happen,  that,  by  a  change  of  the 
xd  of  the  river,  their  relative  pofition  with  regard  to  the  Thal- 
weg might  be  changed.     The  private  property  of  the  iiles,  and 
Jie  free  enjoyment  of  its  produce,  Ihall  of  courfe  belong  to  the 
prc(ent  and  future  owners,  without  regard  to  the  lire  ot  fcpara- 
Lion  through  the  Thalweg.     In  addition  to  thefe  points,  the  neii- 
Tality  of  the  navigation  Ihall  be  fcrupuloufly  obferved. 

3.  The  deputation  of  the  Empire,  in  order  to  difcharge  every 
luty  which  the  important  obligations  they  have  to  fuliil  require, 
ihd  animated  with  the  moft  fincere  defire  as  fpecdily  as  poliible  to 
>btain  peace  for  Germany,  have  rcfolvcd,  notwithdunding  the 
ievere  facriiices  they  have  already  made,  to  accede  to  the  atiliding 
propofition  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries — **  That  the  forirefs 
)f  Ehrenbreitftein  fliall  be  demoliflied  after  the  conclufion  of 
>eace/*— This  confent,  however,  is  given  under  the  condition, 
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Jini  qua  mn  et  refolutivay  that  the  French  governmenty  on  its  fidri 
fliall  caiife  to  be  demolithed  all  the  fortified  places  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Rhine,  and  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Thalweg,  viz.  Kehl, 
Cafl'cl,  the  fort  of  Mars,  and  the  ifle  of  St.  Pierre ;  that  all  thefe 
fhall  be  given  up  to  the  Em'pire,  and  all  claims  to  them,  as  wdl 
as  to  the  other  places  on  the  fame  fide,  folemnly  renounced^ 
The  deputation  of  the  Empire,  in  adopting  the  refolution  to  gilt 
up  in  future  a  bulwark  which  has  hitherto  been  fo  ufeful,  think 
themfclves  entitled  to  demand  (which  is  likewife  confident  with 
exilling  conventions)  that  the  blockade  of  Ehrenbreitfiein  bt 
immediately  raifed,  and  that  the  meafures  taken  to  prevent  iKe 
inhabitants  of  the  Thai  from  receiving  provifions.be  likewife  dif* 
continued. 

4.  Wi4h  regard  to  the  bridges  edabliflied  for  the  purpolb  of 
commerce,  they  perfift  to  believe,  as  has  been  already  obferved  in 
the  notes  of  the  i8th  of  May  and  9th  of  July,  that  permanent 
bridges  on  a  river  which  ferves  as  a  boundary  between  two  na.* 
tions,  cannot  be  confidcred  fimply  as  relating  to  commerce,  but 
alfo  as  points  of  contaA  connected  with  political  and  militaiy 
operations.  Thcfe  motives  have  already  prevented,  in  preceding 
treaties  of  peace,  the  cftabliihment  of  bridges  of  the  like  kind* 
To  this  mud  be  added,  that  the  bridge  of  Huninguen  would  be 
only  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  league  from  that  of  Bade;  that  it 
might  touch  on  the  right  bank  the  Swifs  territories  with  the  faoic 
facility  as  thofe  of  the  German  Empire,  fince  a  part  of  the  file 
des  Cordonnicrs,  as  well  as  the  terra  finna  fituated  behind  thit 
ifland,  belongs  to  the  canton  of  Baflc.  With  regard  to  the 
briiige  between  the  two  Brifacs,  as  this  fort  of  bridge  ought  nor, 
even  in  the  opinion  of  the  French  miniders,  to  be  edabliflied, 
but  by  the  mutual  confent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  banks,  it 
may  be  faid,  in  oppofition,  that  the  inhabitants  belonging  to  the 
Houfe  of  Audria  will  not  find  this  bridge  either  ufeful  or  nccet 
fary.  It  is  hoped  then  that  the  French  government  will  not  infift 
fartlier  on  the  cdabliftiment  of  thefe  bridges, 

5.  As  to  what  concerns  the  pofledions  of  the  nobility  (ituated 
on  the  left  bank,  they  cannot  approve  the  didindion  intended  to 
be  made  between  thofe  held  immediately  by  the  nobility  therofelveSi 
and  thofe  held  by  others,  Hopes  then  are  dill  entertained  that  io 
this  refpe6l,  as  well  as  to  the  fequedration  of  that  property,  and 
the  lofs  fudaincd,  the  French  government  will  confent  to  a  far- 
ther difcuflion. 

6.  In  the  note  of  May  i8th,  tranfmitted  to  the  French  minif- 
tcrs,  they  have  already  given  a  detail  of  the  different  kinds  of 
debts  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  alleged  the  mod  con- 
vincing motives,  which  oppofe  in  every  refpeft  the  transferring 
of  all  the  debts  of  chambers  and  demefnes  to  property  on  the  right 
bank.     It  appears  that  thefe  important  obfervations  have  not  yet 
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eflfeAed  in  the  French  miniders  the  wi(hed-for  convidion,  fince 
in  their  note  of  the  19th  July  they  peVfiit  in  transferring  all  dcbts» 
without  making  the  leall  iliftindion  between  thcuii  either  in  re- 
gard to  their  origin,  their  employment^  or  the  time  when  con* 
tnuSlcdy  nor  in  regard  to  the  creditors,  and  the  nature  of  the  fccu- 
rities.  The  deputation  arc  then  obliged  to  refer  again  to  their 
note  of  the  i8th  of  May,  and  to  the  eilcntial  obfervations  it  con- 
tains ;  and  to  remark,  beftdcs,  that  this  transfer  of  debts,  confi- 
dered  not  only  under  a  political  point  of  view,  would  be  extremely 
burdenfome,  and  almoil  impollible  to  be  executed,  but  which 
cannot  be  reconciled  in  re<rard  to  the  creditors,  with  the  natural 
and  civil  rights  of  mankind.  The  creditor  has  only  a  right  to 
demand  payment  of  his  debtor.  It  is  rare  in  Germany  that  the 
perfon  of  the  regent  is  bound  for  the  debts  of  the  (late.  It  is 
commonly  to  particular  countries  that  the  creditor  has  a  right  to 
apply.  They  cannot  then,  without  the  confent  of  the  interefted 
party,  transfer  thofc  debts  to  other  countries,  nor  force  the  cre- 
ditor to  change  the  nature  of  his  fcctirity,  nor  place  him  in  the 
fituation  (even  if  another  country  (hould  voluntarily  confent  to 
become  his  debtor)  of  being  forced  to  facrifice,  in  the  cafe  of 
competition,  his  previous  fecurity,  and  the  rights  of  his  clafs  to 
other  creditors,  whofe  claims  may  even  be  more  ancient.  The 
rights  of  the  creditor  are  his  particular  property,  which  the 
French  mini(ters  have  promifed  to  leave  untouched ;  they  are  the 
tights  of  particular  citizens,  which  the  French  government  would 
certainly  not  with  to  violate. 

.7.  In  the  notes  of  the  3d  of  March  and  i8th  of  May,  the 
dq)Utation  of  the  Empire  have  already  made  a  general  declaration^ 
in  which  they  have  promifed  all  thofe  renunciations  which  would 
neceflarily  refult  from  the  nature  of  the  prefent  ceflions;  they 
have,  however,  rcferved  a  reciprocity  in  favour  of  the  German 
Empire,  on  which  the  French  plenipotentiaries  have  not  yet  given 
any  farther  explanation.  As  they  adually  demand  a  renunciation 
in  favour  of  all  the  republics  in  alliance  with  France,  and  that  in 
general,  without  naming  the  republic,  or  the  ohjeds  in  regard  to 
which  that  renunciation  (hall  be  precifely  made ;  in  order  that 
there  may  arife  no  doubt  or  difficulty  in  future,  and  on  account 
of  the  importance  of  the  affair,  it  will  be  neceffary  that  they  (hould 
furnidi  the  deputation  witii  a  fufHcient  and  clear  explanation  on 
thefe  points,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  return  an  anfwer  on  that 
fubjed.  The  deputation  prefume,  that  the  faid  republics,  on 
their  part,  will  equally  renounce  all  the  rights  and  preteniions 
Ivhich  they  may  have  on  the  Empire,  and  promife,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  all  the  property,  revenues,  rights^  polFedions,  &c. 
fituated  on  their  rcfpedive  territories,  belonging  to  all  or  each  of 
the  ftates  of  the  German  Empire,  the  immediate  nobility,  and 
pther  mediate  or  immediate  de[x:ndents  of  the  Empire^  (hall  be 


(    470 

equally  prcferved  to  them  ;  and  that  they  (hall  not,  in  any  man* 
iicr,  be  interrupted  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  them  :  thcfc  repub- 
lics, thcfe  corporations  and  inhabitants,  (hall  pre ferve,  asisjuSf 
the  property  which  they  now  have  in  the  German  Empire.  Ift 
the  7th  article,  the  French  plenipotentiaries  llipnlaie,  as  a  claufe 
on  ^vhich  there  can  arifc  no  doubt,  that  the  German  Empire  will 
renounce,  in  the  approaching  treaty  of  peace,  all  pretenfions  to 
Frickthal,  belonging  to  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria.  The  deputation 
of  the  Empire  mnil  have  necetfarily  found  this  propofal  the  more 
flrange,  as  they  declared  that  they  would  only  cede,  under  ccrtaiD 
conditions,  to  the  French  republic,  thofc  German  polTcOSonfi on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  which  immediately  touch  the  French 
territory,  while  Frickthal  is  fiparated  from  JFrance  by  a  part  of 
Switzerland.  The  pretenfions  even  of  the  French  miniftcrs  have 
not  till  this  moment  been  direcled  to  that  objeil :  oii  the  contrary, 
they  fay  exprefsly,  in  their  note  of  February  20,  a  period  ante- 
rior to  the  ceilion  of  the  left  bank,  that  this  firft  bafis  of  the 
boundary  of  the  Rhine  docs  not  give  to  the  French  republic  but 
what  it  already  polTcires :  ce  quelle  enfn  m  hujjante  a  la  rifubUfut 
que  cc  quelle poffedcy  garantii  cpicore  la  iravquillitc  des  ejlnts.  As  the 
opinion  of  the  deputation  was  not  then  nor  could  be,  to  compre- 
hend in  the  cefllon  of  the  faid  countries  the  Frickthal,  which  was 
not  occupied  by  the  French  troops,  it  cannot  now  confcnt  to  this 
new  demand.  Finally,  many  of  the  propofitions  and  demands 
made  by  the  deputation,  particularly  in  its  notes  of  March  3  and 
11,  May  18,  and  July  9,  have  again  been  left  without  any  an- 
fwer,  in  the  lad  note  of  the  French  ininilters,  of  July  19.  The 
deputation  of  the  Empire,  conll^ntly  convinced,  that,  without  an 
explanation  on  the  faid  points,  the  relations  between  the  two  na- 
tions cannot  be  brought  to  a  complete  determination,  find  thctn- 
felvcs  obliged  earncilly  and  a^uin  to  requert,  that  the  French 
minillors  plenipotentiary  will  give  a  concife  anfwer  on  all  thefc 
points  ft  ill  in  difpute  *. 

Definithc  'SqU  cf  the   Fuuch  Plen'ipotoitiarlcsy  in  Anfv:er  to  tk 

I  aft  cj  fhr  Dcpuiaiion  of  the  Empire. 

"i  HE  undcrfigned  miniltcrs  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  rc- 
p»jblic  for  negotiating  a  peace  with  the  Empire,  have  received  the 
iad  note  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire,  which  was  tranfmilted 
to  them  on  the  23d  Therinidor,  the  prcfent  month,  by  M.  dc 
Metternlch,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor. 

In  doing  jufticc  to  the  intentions  of  the  deputation  of  the 
Empire,  the  underfigixd  cannot  difllmble  the  difagrecable  imprcf- 

•  Tl^is  coiichifum  uas  not  approved  by  the  Imperial  niiniftcr,  «hO 
tranrmitttii  it  to  tltt*  ircmli  luiiiKitr,  withi.iK  annexing  to  it  hi$i'an^ion* 
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fion  which  the  lad  note  left  in  many  refpefls  on  their  minds.  It 
Abither  anfwers  their  juft  expedtations,  nor  the  idea  which  th^ 
ought  to  form  of  the  prudent  forefight  of  the  plenipotentiaries  or 
the  German  Empire.  They  could,  above  all,  with  diflicuhy 
exprefs,  and  will  abftain  from  defining,  the  fcntiment  which  they 
experienced  in  reading  the  paflage  of  that  paper,  where  they  fo 
ftrang^Iy  allude  to  the  3d  article  of  their  note  of  ift  Thermidor 
(July  ao).  Who  could  have  thought,  that,  after  an  examination 
of  more  than  twenty  days,  after  fo  many  fittings,  employed,  no 
doubr,  in  ufeful  deliberation,  they  (Iiould  have  delayed  declaring 
themfelves,  and  fhould  have  been  fiknt  refpcdling  one  of  the  moft 
eflential  and  niofl  precifi;  articles  of  that  note,  and  which  mu{l1)e 
corifldered  as  irrevocable  ? 

It  is  at  length  time  that  this  (late  of  things,  that  thefe 
equivocal  d.elays,  (hould  have  an  end.  The  French  government 
leflres  peace ;  its  conduct  has  flicltercd  its  intentions  from  all 
loubts;  but  to  attain  that  objcd,  it  has  cxhaufled  every  thing 
chait  could  be  expedted  of  its  good  intentions.  The  laft  propo- 
Gtions  which  the  underfigncd  made  in  its  name,  are  the  conditions 
of  that  peace.  There  is  then  no  longer  room  for  difcuflion  or 
delay.  The  deputation  muft  decide.  If  they  confult  only  them- 
Felvesy  if  they  yield  to  the  purity  of  their  intentions,  the  choice 
nrill  be  foon  made.  Let  them  rcfleft  well,  that,  in  any  cafe, 
thefe  delays  and  thefe  refufals  will  not  be  advantageous  to  the 
Empire,  and  that  the  public  voice  in  Germany  will  approve  any 
ictermination  which  (hall  avert  for  ever  the  fcourge  of  war. 

Ik  being  impoflible  for  the  minidcrs  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  not  to  infill  on  the  whole  of  what  is  contained  in 
their  note  of  ifl  Thermidor  (July  iq),  thofe  of  4th  Meflidor 
(June  2a),  and  the  preceding,  they  again  demand  of  the  deputation 
of  the  Empire  a  categorical  and  deciiivc  anfwcr  on  all  the  points 
therein  treated  of.      They  exped  it. 

They  aflure  M.  de  Metternich,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  hi$ 
Majefty  the  Emperor,  of  their  mod  dillinguiflicd  confideration. 

BONKIER. 
Raftadtf  7iitl>  Thermidor  (Jug.  14),  Jean  DsBRr. 

bth  year  of  the  French  refublU. 


Minutes  of  a  Cowvtrfathn  between  Cwnt  Metternich^  Minifler  PZf- 
nifotcntlm'y  of  his  Majejly  the  Empep  or,  and  Citizens  Jean  Debry 
and  Bonnier^  Minifteri  PUn'ipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  at 
Raftadt^  24th  Thermidor  (Jugu/i  nth  J,  between  Tv:che  and  One 
outock  in  the  Forenoon. 

COUNT  Metternich  having  waited  upon  Citizen  Bonnier, 

where  Jean  Debry  was  prefent,  he  told  them^  that  the  inter- 
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fir^^»  iBii  the  T£te  du  Pont'  oppofitc  Mvihelm,  applied  here 
*k   ^tddilianal  ftwce,  becauTe  it  Is  notorioui  that  Caflel  has  oever 
a  (I  iniegral  part  of  Nfcniz,  while  the  T£te  du  Pont  of  Man- 
had  alwayi  been  apart  of  that  place, 
itiaen  Bonnier  repli«],  that  the  French  legatitxi  inlifledon  its 
^  'propofliion,  and  that  the  French  government  irrevocably  de- 
"^^ied  the  deinolitioa  of  the  fori  of  EhrenbrciiAein. 
^ouni  Meiternich  availed  himfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  demon* 
^*«  to  ihe  French  plenipotenuarie*  the  little  moderation  and 
''mgemeni  vvhich  the  French  government  and  its  agents  hadal- 
3)>  dirpbyed  in  their  proceedings.     He  added,  that  the  lad  pro* 
'•tTaiion  of  Citizen  Kudler,  with  regard  to  the  abfent  inha- 
^^»««i  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  was  a  new  proof  of  this  af- 
nioo,  th'iiigh  Count  Meitcrnich  flattered  himfelf  that  fuch  a 
'wng  u  Gerni.in  emigrants  would  never  be  talked  of. 
"in  fpite  of  the  verbal  alTurances  given  by  him  (Citizen  Bonnierl 
""i  bt*  iite  colleague,  Citizen  Trcilhard,  the  underfigned  Am 
^^    icved  (h:tt  this  proctamationjeft  feme  doubts  with  regard  lothe 
Bbfervancc  nf  ihi>  principle  ;  and  that  accordingly  he  had  thought 
nnfclf  bound  lo communicate  it  to  the  deputation  of  ihe  Empire, 
Imcring  himfelf  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  provifion  of  Citizea 
tiidtef  was  fufceptible  of  a  favourable  interpretation  \   but  that  . 
e  bad  been  piniculaily  Unick  on  perufal  of  the  deliberation  of 
le  central  admininraiion  of  Mont  Tonncre,  relative  to  the  fame 
i^cd,  which  would  oblige  him  to  fubmit  the  matter  to  the  mi- 
ifrei  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,    in  order  that  it 
ight  be  remedied. 

Count   Meitcrnich  thought  likcwire,    that  he  could  not  pafs 

er  in  filcnce  the  official   intelligence  of  the  augmentation  of 

:  French  troops  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine ;  he  commu. 

_  nied  to  the  miniltcrs  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  the 

krcolar  leiier  of  the  commandant  of  Mentz.     The  underftgned 

IDinarked,  that  this  flep  was  perfi^fily  repugnant  to  the  (lipula- 

^OBS  made  at  ^e  time  of  the  armiltice,  not  to  pafs  the  lines  traced 

.out  for  the  two  armies;  that  the  army  of  the  Empire  had  fcru- 

fpuloufly  obferved  this  engagement,  and  was  ftill  behind  the  banks 

'-:W  the  Lech. 

Citizen  Jean  Debry  faid,  that  all  the  public  papers  fpoke  of 
Ac  news  of  war,  and  the  preparations  that  were  made  ;  and  that 
the  movement  of  the  French  troops  was  a  meafure  of  precaution. 

The  underfigned  replitd,  that  the  warlike  dirpofiiions  alluded 
tOt  were  unknown  to  him,  and  that  the  army  of  the  Empire  was 
in  ontoDlDentB. 

.Cfitizen  Jean  Debry  repealed  the  alTurances  that  the  French 
-■jovctnmeat  really  wifiied  to  conclude  peace  with  the  German  £m- 
airc,  anil  to  confolidaic  it. 

3  P  a"  The 
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The  underfigned  withdrew,  after  referring  to  what  he  had  ad' 
vanced  in  the  courfe  of  thls>  convcrfation. 

(Signed)        The  Count  de  M£Tt£&xich. 


Rafiadt^  J  2th  itupfi. 
IM  confequence  of  orders  from  the  court  of  Vienna  to  the  ttn* 
perial  minifter  to  confent  to  no  new  conceflions  to  the  Frenchi 
he  fupprefled  the  3d  article  in  the  note  of  the  deputation  of  the 
Kmpire  of  the  7th  of  Aiiguft,  relative  to  the  demolition  of  Ehrenr 
breitftcin,  before  it  was  delivered  to  the  French  ininifters.  Ac* 
cording  to  the  inftru£tions  to  the  Empire,  the  reibluiions  of  tho 
deputation  are  of  no  effed  unlefs  they  arc  agreed  to  by  the  AuftriaQ 
plenipotentiary* 

I  f^b  Augiifi. 
THE  French  plenipotentiaries  demanded  from  the  Count  i$ 
Metternich,  the  Imperial  minider,  his  declaration  in  writing  upon 
his  refufal  to  fandion  the  lad  conclufum  of  the  7th  of  Augu&i 
feeing  that  his  inflru£lions  would  not  allow  him  to  do  fo  before 
the  return  of  a  courier  whom  he  had  difpatched  to  the  court  of 
Vienna. 


Raftadty  ^dFru^idor  {\fitb  Aupit)* 
THE  underfigned  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  re- 
public, jiiflly  fnrprifed  that  their  note  of  the  26th  Thermidorlift 
has  not  as  yet  produced  any  known  cfFefl,  and  in  their  love  for 
humanity,  imprefled  with  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  imminent  danger  of 
this  ftate  of  ina£livity  to  which  the  faid  note  has  condiiced,  require 
the  deputation  of  the  Empire  to  explain  itfelf  inftantly,  catego- 
rically, and  feparatcly,  upon  all  the  points  yi  difpute,  announced 
in  the  notes  of  the  ift  Thermidor,  4th  Meffidor,  and  others  pre- 
ceding. While  they  give  this  further  proof  of  their  formal  wi(h 
and  lall  perfcvering  effort  of  the  French  republic  for  peace,  they 
declare  the  deputation  muft  remain  refponfible  for  the  confequcnccs 
in  which  further  delays  may  involve  it. 

(Signed)  BosKiER. 

Jean  DebrT* 
roberjot, 

Conclufum  of  the  Deputation  cf  the  Empire  of  the  ijth  Aug*  179^* 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  have  feen  by  the  laft  overture 

which  the  Lnpv.*rial  eommiflioii  i.iade  to  the  direftorial  miniftcri 

in  his  note  of  the   17th  Auguft,  the  contents  of  a  convcrfation 

which  took  place  on  the  nth  between  the  Imperial  minifter  pb- 

nipotcn- 
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oipotenttaiy  and  the  French  legation.  As  it  refults  from  it,  that 
th€  French  minifters  continue  to  infift  upon  a  formal  reply  to  tlieir 
note  of  the  26th  Thermidor,  and  that  they  await  that  reply,  the 
lepatation  of  the  Empire  arc  of  opinion  that  the  following  anfwer 
Ihpuld  be  given  to  the  faid  note  : 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  have  been  fatisfied  on  finding 
in  the  laft  note  of  the  French  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  26th 
Thertnidor,  hew  alTurances  of  the  conftant  difpoAtions  of  the  go* 
/ernment  to  accelerate  peace,  as  well  as  their  confidence  in  the 
equally  pacific  fentiments  of  the  deputation.  But  they  were  at  the 
fame  time  difagreeably  affected  at  feeing  that  a  fimple  mifunder^ 
Handing  had  given  rife  to  the  idea  manifeftcd  in  that  note,  that  they 
could  have  parted  over  fub  Jilentio  in  their  reply,  one  of  the  moft 
important  articles  of  the  note  of  the  ifl  Thermidor. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire,  always  convinced  of  the  ad- 
irantage  refulting  to  negotiation  by  writing,  when  all  the  points  are 
STfcufled  at  once,  and  not  partially,  have  not  failed  to  reply  to  the 
ii  article  of^  the  note  of  the  ifl  Thermidor,  which  is  the  prin- 
cipal point  iQ  queftion  here,  as  well  as  to  what  is  faid  in  the  ad 
micle,  relative  to  the  ifle  St.  Pierre  :  and  the  deputation  replied 
in  the  following  manner  on  the  7th  Auguft* 

fThe  3d  arrticle  of  the  conclufum  of  the  7th  Auguft,  which  we 
have  already  given,  was  here  inferted.] 

As  the  Imperial  minifler  plenipotentiary  referved  himfelf  to 
make  an  immediate  declaration  relative  to  that  decifion  upon  the 
particle,  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  confine  themfelves  folely 
Bl  prefent  to  communicate  this  (late  of  things,  adding  the  af^ 
fbrance  that  they  will  continue  in  future  to  do  all  that  (hall  be  in 
their  power.to  accelerate  the  negotiation. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  requcd  the  Imperial  (ommifTion 
Id  tranfmit  as  foon  as  poiTible,  by  means  of  a  note^  as  is  cuftomary, 
fhe  reply  to  the  French  legation. 


Rajladtt  Augufi  24. 

THE  Cpui)t  Metternich,  at  the  reiterated  felicitations  of  the 
deputation  of  the  Empire,  tranfmittcd  on  the  aid  to  the  French 
[Yiiniflers  the  conclufum  of  the  7th  of  Augud,  in  its  original  (late, 
>y  rcftoring  the  article  relative  to  the  demolition  of  Ehrenbreitftein, 
iiut  without  giving  it  his  fandion. 


Anfwer  of  the  French  Minlfters. 

THE  underdgned  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  re- 
public, for  carrying  on  the  negotiation  with  the  German  Empire, 
have  received  the  note  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire,  y/hich  was 

traaC 
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The  underfigned  withdrew,  after  referring  to  what  he  had  ad* 
vanced  in  the  courfe  of  this  convcrfation. 

(Signed)        The  Count  de  M£Tt£&x!CH. 


Raftadtf  i2/i  ^up^> 
IN"  confequence  of  orders  from  the  court  of  Vienna  to  the  Imr 
perial  minifter  to  confent  to  no  new  conceflions  to  the  Freochf 
he  fupprefled  the  3d  article  in  the  note  of  the  deputation  of  the 
Kmpire  of  the  7th  of  Auguft,  relative  to  the  demolition  of  £hren<r 
breitflein,  before  it  was  delivered  to  the  French  minifters,  Ac* 
cording  to  the  inftru£tions  to  the  Empire,  the  reibluiions  of  tlm 
deputation  are  of  no  effect  unlefs  they  arc  agreed  to  by  the  Aufiriaa 
plenipotentiary* 

\f^b  Auffifi. 
THE  French  plenipotentiaries  demanded  from  the  Count  <W 
Metternich,  the  Imperial  minider,  his  declaration  in  writing  upoa 
his  refufal  to  fandion  the  lad  conclufum  of  the  7th  of  AuguS^ 
feeing  that  his  inilru£lions  would  not  allow  him  to  do  fo  before 
^the  return  of  a  courier  whom  he  had  difpatched  to  the  court  of 
Vienna. 


Raftadt^  2 J  Frufitdor  (j6tb  Jhtpff): 
THE  underfigned  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  ^^• 
public,  juflly  fiirprifed  that  their  note  of  the  26th  Thermidorhft 
has  not  as  yet  produced  any  known  cfFefl,  and  in  their  love  for 
humanity,  imprefled  with  a  lively  fenfc  of  the  imminent  danger  of 
this  ftateof  ina£livity  to  which  the  faid  note  has  conduced,  require 
the  deputation  of  the  Empire  to  explain  itfelf  inftantly,  catego- 
rically, and  feparately,  upon  all  the  points  yi  difpute,  announced 
in  the  notes  of  the  ift  Thermidor,  4th  Meflidor,  and  others  pre- 
ceding. While  they  give  this  further  proof  of  their  formal  wifli 
and  lall  perfevcring  effort  of  the  French  republic  for  peace,  they 
declare  the  deputation  muft  remain  refponfible  for  the  confequcnccs 
in  which  further  delays  may  involve  it, 

(Signed)  BoNKiER. 

Jean  DebrT* 
roberjot. 

Conclufum  of  the  Deputation  cf  the  Empire  of  the  ijth  Aug.  1798' 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  have  fcen  by  the  laft  overture 
which  the  I.nperial  eommiflioii  i.iatle  to  the  direftorial  miniftcTi 
in  his  note  of  the   17th  Auguft,  the  contents  of  a  convcrfation 

which  took  place  on  the  nth  between  the  Imperial  minifter  P**' 

nipotcn- 
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tipotenttaiy  and  the  French  legation.  As  it  refults  from  it,  that 
the  French  minifters  continue  to  infift  upon  a  formal  reply  to  tlieir 
note  of  the  26th  Thcrmidor,  and  that  they  await  that  reply,  the 
deputation  of  the  Empire  arc  of  opinion  that  the  following  anfwer 
(hould  be  given  to  the  faid  note  : 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  have  been  fatisfied  on  finding 
in  the  laft  note  of  the  French  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  26th 
Therinidor,  new  alTurances  of  the  conRant  difpofitions  of  the  go- 
vernment to  accelerate  peace,  as  well  as  their  confidence  in  the 
equally  pacific  fentiments  of  the  deputat,ion.  But  they  were  at  the 
fame  time  difagreeably  affected  at  feeing  that  a  fimple  mifunder* 
Handing  had  given  rife  to  the  idea  manifeftcd  in  that  note,  that  they 
eould  have  palfed  over  fub  Jilentio  in  their  reply,  one  of  the  moft 
important  articles  of  the  note  of  the  \i\  Thermidor. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire,  always  convinced  of  the  ad- 
vantage refulting  to  negotiation  by  writing,  when  all  the  points  are 
dTfcuiTed  at  once,  and  not  partially,  have  not  failed  to  reply  to  the 
i^  article  of^the  note  of  the  ifl  Thermidor,  which  is  the  prin- 
opal  point  iQ  queftion  here,  as  well  as  to  what  is  faid  in  the  ad 
anicle,  relative  to  the  ifle  St.  Pierre  :  atid  the  deputation  replied 
in  the  following  manner  on  the  7th  Auguft. 

[The  3d  arrticle  of  the  conclufum  of  the  7th  Auguft,  which  we 
have  already  given,  was  here  inferted.] 

As  the  Imperial  minifler  plenipotentiary  referved  himfelf  to 
make  an  immediate  declaration  relative  to  that  decifion  upon  the 
-yi  article,  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  confine  themfclves  folely 
at  prefent  to  communicate  this  (late  of  things,  adding  the  af^ 
fiirance  ttiat  they  will  continue  in  future  to  do  all  that  fliall  be  in 
dieirpower.to  accelerate  the  negotiation. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  requcd  the  Imperial  (ommifTion 
So  tranfmit  as  foon  as  poi&ble,  by  means  of  a  note,  as  Is  cuftomary, 
the  reply  to  the  French  legation. 


Rajladtj  Augujl  24. 

THE  Coui)t  Metternich,  at  the  reiterated  folicitations  of  the 
deputation  of  the  Empire,  tranfmittcd  on  the  aid  to  t1)e  French 
miniflers  the  conclufum  of  the  7th  of  Augud,  in  its  original  (late, 
by  reftoring  the  article  relative  to  the  demolition  of  Ehrenbrcitllein, 
but  without  giving  it  his  fandion. 


Anfwer  of  the  French  liTmiflers. 

THE  underfigned  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  re- 
public, for  carrying  on  the  negotiation  with  the  German  Empire, 
have  received  the  note  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire,  y/hich  was 

traaf- 
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tranfmittcd  to  them  on  the  aiflin(laDt|  by  the  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor. 

It  refults  from  this  paper,  that  the  deputation  of  the  Empire 
"was  adually  occupied  in  deliberating  on  the  3d  article  of  the  note 
of  the  French  legation  of  the  19th  of  July  ;  that  it  had  given  ta 
aiifwer  to  that  aiticle,  but  that  the  anfwer  was  not  found»  at  it 
(hould  have  been,  in  the  note  communicated  the  loth  of  Ati^ifi^^ 
the  miniilcr  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor*  It  if  the 
cffedt  of  an  omiflion  which  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  deputatioOi 
and  for  which  every  pofTiblc  reparation  19  now  made  by  the  refii- 
tution  of  the  text. 

As  an  explanation  on  the  fiibjed  matter  of  that  anfwer,  the  un- 
derfigned  declare,  that  they  cannot  in  any  way  liden  to  what  ii 
propofcd  to  them  ;  and  that  on  account  of  the  reafons  fufficieatly 
detailed,  and  annexed  to  the  3d  article  of  their  note  of  the  I9tll 
of  July,  they  perfift  more  ftrongly  in  their  opinion  on  that  pointy 
as  well  as  on  all  the  other  articles  of  the  fame  note,  which  the|r 
have  equally  offered  as  conditions  of  peace.  The  underfigaed 
therefore  refer  to  the  two  notes  of  the  13th  and  19th  of  Augaif 
the  objedl  of  which,  indead  of  being  determinod,  ftill  iMh 
completely  :  and  adhering  to  the  declaration  made  by  them  totbt 
deputation  of  the  Empire,  that  it  remains  refponfible  for  iheciw* 
fequences  which  may  be  produced  by  further  delays,  they  In- 
quire it  repeatedly  to  furnifli,  without  delay,  an  anfwer,  bodi 
categorical  and  feparate,  with  refpeA  to  all  the  articles  of  their 
note)  and  particularly  of  that  of  the  19th  July,  to  which  it  has 
not  yet  given  its  confent. 

The  French  government  fincerely  wifbes  for  peace.  It  pr<>ves 
that  wifli  by  its  moderation,  and  dill  morefo  by  employing  all  the 
means  of  melioration  which  are  in  its  power.  If  the  deputation 
wilhes  for  it,  as  they  deflreto  believe,  let  it  at  length  come  to  a 
decifion.  Peace  can  be  retarded  but  by  thofe  who  think  nothing  of 
the  public  calamities,  and  who  are  blind  with  refped  to  their  fu- 
ture interefts. 

(Signed)  Bonnier. 

Jean  Dxbiv. 
XaJiaJij  Juguji  22.  Roberjot. 

Note  trnnfmitted  by  the  PUnipotentiaries  of  the  Courts  of  DiU* 
PcfUSy  Heffe  Darmftadt-,  Baden^  the  Honfis  of  liaffau^  andtk 
Protejiani  Counts  of  IViJIphalia  and  P\tcrav\a^  to  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries. 

THE  underfigned  have  the  honour  to  inform  the  minifterple^ 

nipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  that  they  have  juft  tnsf* 

xnitted  to  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  a  note,  in  which  theja^ 

dently  folicit  them  to  accelerate  the  peace  of  the  En>pipe.    Tb^ 

flatter 
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Istter  themfclves  that  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  oF  the  Ffench 
epublic  will  be  convinced  they  have  ufed  every  effort  to  render 
bch  a  Rep  eflicacious,  and  to  attain  the  beneficent  objc£t  To  ge^ 
terally  delired*  Penetrated  with  the  juftefl  confidence  in  the  fen* 
laients  of  equity  and  humanity  which  animate  the  minifters  pie- 
lipotcntiary  of  the  French  republic,  the  underfigned  abflain  from 
leirtcing  the  affliding  pidure  of  the  numberlefs  niiferics  which, 
fbir  feven  years,  Gernuny,  and  more  particularly  the  countries 
)f  their  conftituents,  have  experienced.  The  enormous  fa- 
:rificc5  which  have  been  the  coniequcnce  of  this  difafirotis  war  are 
known ;  and  the  defpair  of  the  inhabitants  of  thofc  countries  would 
be  complete,  if  they  did  not  cherilh  the  hope  of  better  things  to 
come* 

The  underfigned  invite  by  the  mod  prcfling  foiicitations  the 
dDinifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  to  concur  efiica« 
cioufly  in  the  work  of  pacification,  and  they  promife  themfclves 
that  they  will  not  refufe  to  condder  this  ftcp  as  a  fre(h  proof  of  the 
wiflies  that  animate  the  princes  of  the  ftates  of  the  Kmpire  for  the 
iNtanediate  conclufion  ot  peace.  They  dare  to  hope  that  the  mi- 
liifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  by  deferring  to  this 
prelfing  invitation,  will  prove  in  their  fcale  that  it  is  not  in  vain ;  but 
that  it  it  with  a  well-founded  confidence  reliance  has  been  placed 
npon  the  generofity  and  moderation  of  a  great  nation,  the  eclat  of 
whbfe  power  will  be  augmented  by  fofrening  the  conditions  upon 
which  depends  the  accomplifhmcnt  of  their  wifhes. 

(Signed)        Baron  de  Rechbhrg  of  Pappenheim, 

Krufcy  ReSenftein. 
tiihAug.  1798.  The  Count  de  Solms. 


Conclufum  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  of  the  2^th  Aupijl^ 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  informs  the  Imperial  legation^ 
that  it  has  rcfolved  on  the  following  anfwer  to  the  French  note 
of  the  5th  Frudidor  (Auguil  22). 

The^  French  miniflers  plenipotentiary,  in  thrir  laft  note  of  the 
5th  FniAidor  (Augufl  22),  have  returned  an  anfv.er  to  the  de- 
tailed note  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  of  the  lotii  of  Auguft, 
in  a  manner  which  cannot  fulfil  its  obje6t.  As  this  note  of  the 
lOth  of  Auguft  contained  prccife  and  circumdantial  explanations 
relative  to  the  feven  articles  of  the  French  note  of  ift  of  The  r- 
midor  (July  19),  an  anfwer  equally  prccife  and  detailed  was  ex. 
peAed  on  the  pan  of  the  French  miiiiilersy  fmcc  it  is  only  by  ;c- 
ciprocal  approaches  that  negotiations  already  fo  advancd  can  t>e 
happily  terminated  ;  inftead  of  which,  the  French  miniilers  ple- 
aipoteotiaryy  in  the  anfwer  they  have  remitted,  have  intrely  re* 
fened  to  the  contents  of  their  note  of  the  ill  of  Thcrmido-  i; '^y 
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T^),  td  which  the  deputation  had  already  anfweredj  as  far  as  In 
its  power. 

The  drpijtation  of  the  Empire,  in  its  note  of  the  loth  of  Auguft, 
has  already  acceded,  particularly  to  article  i,  relative  to  thefup- 
preilion  of  the  tolls  on  the  Rhine,  and  alfo  to  the  demolitiup  of  the 
tortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitiicin,  mentioned  in  article  3  ;  and  when  it 
tcquired,  in  return,  that  t!^  French  government  Ihould  reftore  to 
the  Empire  all  the  fortified  points  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
and  on  this  (ide  the  Thalweg,  it  equally  underilood  that  all  ihefe 
points  (hould  be  and  remain  difmantled* 

As  to  article  6,  relative  to  the  important  objcA  of  debts,  it 
fccmed  fuflicicnt  to  prove  in  a  general  manner,  the  exifling  im- 
polfibility  in  every  rcfped  of  taking  charge  of  all  the  debts  indifcri- 
iiiinatcjy  ;  and  the  tionch  miniders  are  required  to  explain  them- 
felves  in  a  mannci  more  precifc  relative  to  their  objefl^  as  well  as 
to  all  the  other  points  which  they  have  not  yet  anfwered.  The 
French  niiniilcr^  plenipotcntiaiy  muit  be  convinced  that  this  ar- 
ticle of  the  debt  j,  and  that  of  the  particular  properties  of  the  >b- 
f^ntces  and  emigrants  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  as  well  as  of 
tliofe  whom  fervice  or  other  relations  will  not  permit  to  remain  on 
that  bank,  are  among  the  moil  eflential  articles  of  the  peacei 
%vithout  which  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  can  conclude  nothing* 
Though  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  is  convinced  of  thp  French 
government's  love  of  jnflice.,  and  is  certain  that  it  never  can  haw 
meant  to  form  pretcnlic  iis  on  the  property  of  individuals,  yet  it 
cannot  but  wilh  that  the  French  minifters  would,  by  an  explicit 
d'.-clara^ion,  place  beyond  all  doubt  the  prefcrvation  and  free  en- 
joyment ot' every  kind  of  individual  property. 

'i  he  deputation  of  tifc  Empire  has  certainly  laboured  hitherto 
mult  ferioulKs  and  wiih  a  fmcerity  which  cannot  be  mlfundcr- 
Hood,  to  accek'jaic  the  work  of  peace.  It  feels  in  the  moft  lively 
n.anr.ex  the  urgency  of  circumftances ;  and  to  attain  its  principal 
object,  v.hich  is  to  (ecure  the  independent  cxiftence  and  tranquil* 
litv  of  the  Empire,  it  has  confcntedto  make  the  greatcft  facribces. 
'J  he  only  demands  to  which  it  cannot  accede,  are  thofe  which  arc 
contrar)  to  the  objcdt  of  its  miilion,  and  which  cannot  be  cont' 
prii'ed  among  the  conditions  of  a  permanent  and  fuitabie  peace.  Bf 
endeavouring  to  prevail  on  the  French  miniftcrs  to  defift  from  fucn 
pretentions,  it  cannot  by  any  means  incur  the  reproach  of  retarding 
the  conclufioii  of  peace  \  and  in  fuch  a  (late  ot  things,  the  depu- 
tation cannot  in  any  cafe  become  refponfible  for  the  confequences 
which  may  be  produced  by  the  delay  of  the  concIuHon  of  peace. 
Continuing  to  place  a  contidcnce  in  the  moderation  of  the  French 
government,  of  which  it  has  received  fuch  repeated  afTurances, 
it  waits  a  tranquilli/.ing  declaration,  conformable  to  thofe  mode- 
rate fcntimcnts  relative  to  all  thofe  points  which  have  not  yet  been 
adjulled. 

The 
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The  deputation  of  the  Empire,  taking  into  confideration  all  ex- 
iAiug  circumftanccs,  believes  itfelf  entitled  to  expeA  that  the  Im- 
perial legation  (hould  give  its  fandion  to  this  anfwer,  as  well  as 
o  that  part  of  its  decifion  of  the  7th  of  Auguft,  to  which  the  mi* 
oifter  jiienipotentiary  has  not  yet. acceded. 


N^t  0/ Bavaria^  delivered  jn  the  Sitting  of  the  agth  Augujl. 

FROM  the  laft  note  of  the  French  minifters  it  follows,  that 
the  doubts  raifed  relative  to  the  conclufum  of  the  deputation  of 
the  2ift  Thermidorno  longer  exift  ;  that  the  thread  of  the  nego* 
tiation  has  been  refumed  :  but  the  language  in  which  this  note  Is 
couched,  is  ill  calculated  to  follow  it  up  w  ith  efFcA. 

"iliat  different  anfwcrs  given  in  the  conclufum  of  the  nth 
TKermidor,  upon  the  fcvcn  articles  of  the  French  note,  are  per- 
fedly  nugatory ;  and  it  (eems  that  it  is  determined  to  confider 
thiem  as  fuch,  until  each  of  them  is  anfwered  abfolutely  in  the  af- 
£raia(ive,  that  is  to  fay,  one  fide  has  only  to  demand,  and  the 
other  only  to  agree. 

To  this  pretence  are  added  in  each  note  threats  of  rcfponfibility, 
as  if  they  reckoned  as  nothing  the  immenfe  facrifice  of  the  coun- 
tries (ituated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine.  The  deputation 
otight  to  be  fatisfied  with  refpedl  to  the  article  of  refponfibility.  It 
is  convinced,  as  well  as  the  whole  Empire,  that  its  juiliikatioii 
iexifts  in  the  conflitutional  progrefs  of  the  negotiation,  and  in  the 
motives  of  its  refolutions. 

If  a  few  men  among  the  Germans  have  thought  it  their  duty  to 
prefs  the  deputation  to  make  facrifices  greater  than  it  has  done,  it 
IS  the  cruel  effeS  of  the  exceflivc  diilrefles  to  which  we  are  reduced 
by  the  miferics  of  war  — mifcries  which  have  not  been  entirely 
brafed  during  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation.  But  the  cries  of 
tiificrtng  humanity  are  addrcifcd  with  lefs  force  to  the  party  which 
is  oonftantly  demanding  facrifices,  than  to  that  which  is  condantly 
forced  to  yield  them.  Thcfe  complaints  of  defpair  flionid  not  in* 
dtice  the  deputation  to  betray  its  duties  towards  the  Empire.  If  it 
tohfents,  without  examination,  to  whatever  may  be  incompatible 
Mlh  the  dignity,  the  exiftence,  and  the  future  fafety  of  the  Em- 
ptier it  would  then  fill  up  the  mcafure  of  its  refpondbility  towards 
(he  prefent  and  future  generations. 

Previous  to  the  demand  of  keeping  poflTeflion  of  all  the  fortified 
[ibfts  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  Germany  thought  fhe  would 
>e  entirely  feparated  from  France  by  a  natural  barrier  which  could 
Idt'be  furmountcd,  and  which  would  form  a  protedion  againd 
ifiy  future  aggreffion.  This  idea  was  the  natural  confequence  of 
%t  expreflions  contained  in  our  refpedive  notes.  But  on  a  fuddeh 
appeared  that  of  the  French  minifters  of  the  17th  Floreal.  They 
kmnd  all  the  iflands,  Caflfci,  Kehl,  all  the  fortified  pods  upon 
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the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  they  wifh  to  convert  the  natural 
limits  of  the  Rhine  into  a  barrier,  to  facilitate  future  hoftilecn- 
terprifes.  From  this  idea  of  a  new  barrier  it  naturally  refulti, 
that  the  deputation,  in  agreeing  to  it,  would  compromife  the  very 
cxiftence  of  the  Empire,  and  would  devolve  on  itfelf  a  real  re. 
fponfibility. 

The  Empire  defircs,  and  ought  to  defire  peace.  The  French 
minifters  delire  it  alfo.  This  affn ranee  is  confolatory.  We  are 
therefore  fenfibie,  though  wc  cannot  explain  it,  that  there  Sxiils 
in  the  negotiations  an  obiiacle  which  paralyzes  its  diplomatic  pro> 
grefs. 

May  all  difficulties  be  finally  terminated  by  moderate  meafures. 
In  the  prefcnt  (late  of  things,  the  underdgned  deputy  is  compelled 
to  infift  on  the  contents  of  the  conclufum  of  the  21ft  Thermidor, 
and  he  thinks  we  ought  to  declare  to  the  French  minifters,  that  in 
return  for  the  demolition  of  Ehrenbreitflein  conceded  to  thcnii 
they  ought  to  renounce  the  fortified  pofts  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine  ;  that  they  ought  to  endeavour  to  come  to  an  underftanding 
on  the  article  of  debts,  and  that  they  (hould  determine  upon 
queftions  which  have  not  yet  been  propofed,  as  well  as  thofe  al- 
ready  fubmitted  to  difcuflion.  As  we  have  before  exprefled  our 
thoughts  on  thefe  important  obje6ls,  without  forming  any  refolii- 
tion  on  the  fubjc61,  it  behoves  us  to  occupy  our  attention  folely  in 
prefenting  a  note  to  the  French  legation. 


Note  of  the  Frenth  Mtnljlers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  \Ji  Septimh(f» 

ANOTHER  note  from  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  has  been 
communicated  on  the  14th  Frudidor  (30ih  Auguit)  to  the  uml«r- 
figned  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  appointed 
to  negotiate  with  the  German  Empire,  by  the  minifler  plenipor 
tentiary  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor. 

The  underllgned  haltcn  to  acquaint  the  deputation  of  the  Em- 
pire, that  they  accept  the  pure  and  fimple  confent  given  in  their 
note  to  the  demolition  of  the  fortifications  of  Ehrenbreitflein  ;  but 
they  perfift  moft  (Irongly,  and  for  reafons  exprefled  in  their  pre- 
ceding note,  in  demanding  the  ceflion  of  Kehl  and  of  CafTel,  and 
its  appurtenances,  points  elfential  to  the  fafety  of  the  French  fron- 
tier, of  which  the  republic  is  in  pofTeffion,  and  which  are  partly 
neceflfary  dependencies  upon  what  has  already  been  irrevocably 
ceded  to  them. 

They  equally  perfift  in  all  their  other  propofitions  and  declara- 
tions contained  in  the  notes  they  have  remitted  up  to  thisdaj; 
that  is  to  fay,  fince  and  including  the  14th  of  lafl  Floreal.  The 
deputation  of  the  Empire  feels  too  well  that  even  if  the  French 
government  (hould  facrificc  ftill  fometbing  more  to  their  deGre  ^ 
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accelerating  the  conclufion  of  peace,  it  would  not  be,  without 
doubty  when  her  demands  are  oppofed  by  a  refiilance  without 
motive)  and  contrary  to  the  true  diredion  which  the  force  of 
things  ought,  at  this  day,  to  give  to  the  politics  of  the  princes  of 
the  Empire. 

They  demand,  and  they  hope  it  is  for  the  lad  time,  a  catego- 
rical and  prompt  anfwer.  They  give  nofice  to  the  deputation  of 
the  Empire,  that  that  anfwer  will  govern  their  future  condud. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  aflure  the 
minifters  plenipotentiary  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  of  their  mod 
diftingui(faed  confideration. 

Bonnier. 

Raftadiy  15  Fru^idor^  tith year  of  Jean  de  BrI£. 

the  French  republic.  ROBERJOT. 


Houfrom  the  Imperial  Commiffion  to  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  at 

Rajladty  yi  September. 

THE  Imperial  commiflion  annexed  to  the  deputation  of  the 
Empire,  approve  of  the  offer  of  the  demolition  of  the  fortifications 
ofEhrenbreitftein,  contained  in  the  conclufum  of  the  deputation  of 
the  7th  and  29th  Auguft,  upon  the  conditions  expreffed  in  the  faid 
deciiions.  As  the  m'.iifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic 
have  replied  to  the  note  of  the  deputation  of  the  31(1  Augufl,  by 
a  counter  note  of  the  ifl  September,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed, 
the  Imperial  legation  ex pe£ls  the  decifion  which  the  deputation  of 
the  Empire  will  adopt  upon  that  fubje£l. 


DiO'ei  of  the  Imperial  Commijfion  to  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  at 

Rajladtj  ^th  September. 

_  m   _  

THE  Imperial  commiflion  annexed  to  the  deputation  of  the 
Empire  for  the  conclufion  of  peace,  acquaint  the  deputation  by 
the  fubfequent  copy  of  the  note  tranfmitted  yeflerday  to  the  mi- 
Bifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic, ^with  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  informed  of  the  fan£lion  given  to  the  3d  ar- 
ticle of  the  conclufum  of  the  7th  of  Auguft. 

Note  addre/pdto  the  Afini/iers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic, 

In  the  two  notes  that  were  tranfmitted  on  the  2ifl  and  31(1 
Aoguft,  to  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic, 
the  underiigned  referved  to  himfelf  the  giving  his  decifion  re- 
fpeding  the  demolition  of  the  fortifications  ofEhrenbreitftein, 
confimted  to  by  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  upon  conditions  that 

3  Q^a  cannot 
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cannot  be  feparated  from  it.  He  has  juft  informed  the  deputation 
of  this  decifion,  upon  giving  it  his  approbation.  It  is  only  bj 
that  fandion,  and  from  the  moment  it  was  given,  that  the  frth 
pofition  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  could  have  the  form  of 
an  efFedive  and  tormal  offer  from  ftate  to  (late  ;  and  it  only  be- 
gins to  poflfefs  all  its  validity  from  the  inftant  that  the  underiigned, 
as  he  hereby  does,  informs  the  miniftcrs  plenipotentiary  of  tbe 
French  republic  of  it.  He  reiterates  the  ailurance  of  his  diftiii- 
guiflied  confideration. 

F.  G,  C.  Count  de  Mettbrnich 
Wennebguro  Beilstein. 

Rajiadt^  -^d  Sept.   1798. 

Subjiance  of  the  Conclufum  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire^  cm  the 

loth  of  September, 

THE  deputation  confents  to  cede  the  ifland^of  Ptfterfavei  but 
requires  the  redoration  of  Kehl  and  CafleU 

[A  fecond  note  wras  drawn  up  by  the  deputation  of  the  Empire* 
on  the  loth  of  September,  in  which  they  demanded  the  recall  uf 
the  republican  troops  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  j 


Notes  tran/mitted  ty   the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  the 

Minijler  at  Rafiadt. 

THE  underfigned  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  re. 
public  for  negotiating  a  peace  with  the  German  Empire,  havcie- 
ceivetl  the  niotc  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire,  which  was  com- 
municated to  them  on  the  25th  Fruftidor  fSepiember  11),  by  the 
minider  plenipotentiary  of  his  Imperial  Majeity. 

Whatever  may  be  the  fatisfadlion  which  the  underfigned  may 
derive  from  the  pacific  language  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empiit; 
whatever  may  be  the  confidence  they  are  difpofed  to  place  in  it, 
they  are  neverthclefs  compelled  to  obferve,  that  after  more  than 
nine  months  fpent  in  negotiation,  words,  and  even  intentions,  are 
not  fufiicitnt ;  realities  are  ncceflary,  in  order  to  prove  a  finccrc  ' 
de'^ire  f  >r  peace.  Peace  muft  be  concluded,  and  the  underfigned 
are  unremitting  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  it.  It  is  true,  in- 
deed, ii'.at  tlie  deputation  feems  at  prefent  difpofed  to  emerge  front 
that  (late  of  indecifion  in  which  it  has  been  held  ;  it  has  recently 
aflented  to  one  of  the  important  demands  which  ha\'C  been  nwk 
in  the  name  of  the  French  repirblic ;  (to  wit)  the  demolition  of  the 
fortifications  of  Ehrenbreiiflcin  \  and  this  alFent,  which  it  this  day 
rencvks,  is  exprcfled  in  a  manntr  which  fliows  that  the  underfigned 
were  not  deceived  when  they  made  the  uncontradided  declaration, 

that  they  regarded  and  accepted  that  affent  as  pure  and  fimple*— 

But 
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But  why  permit  to  remain  in  one  of  the  preceding  conclufums,  the 
conditional  difpofition  that  had  crept  into  it  ?  Why  fruftrate  the 
good  efftds  of  a  revocation,  which,  by  obviating  difficuhies,  and 
by  reftoring  to  the  facrifice  made  by  the  deputation  the  whole  of  its 
merit,  might  have  given  to  the  French  government  an  additional 
afliirance  of  the  reciprocal  loyalty  of  the  negotiations,  and  a  firmer 
folidity  to  future  engagements  ?  It  is  alfotrue  that  the  deputation 
of  the  Empire  (hows  itfth  fully  difpofcd  to  cede  to  the  French  re- 
public the  fortified  idand  of  St.  Peter  ;  but  it  feems  to  fet  an  ex* 
aggerated  price  upon  that  ceiTion,  which  would  confiderably  re- 
duce its  value,  and  even  the  mere  propofal  of  it  would  induce  a 
belief  that  the  deputation  too  eafily  forget  the  many  facrifices 
which  the  French  government  has  already  made,  with  a  wi(h  to 
reftore  peace  to  the  Empire.  It  is  in  general  a  midake,  and  one 
can,  and  one  ought  to  repeat  it,  to  think  of  eftabliihing  between 
two  contradling  powers  a  reciprocity  of  advantages  rigoroufly 
exad.  That  nice  balance  is  fcarcely  ever  to  be  found,  either  in 
the  nature  of  things,  or  the  refpedive  pofltion  of  perfons  ;  and  if 
it  could  be  admitted  in  the  prefent  negotiation,  it  is  evident  that 
there  would  refult  from  it  a  real  inequality  for  the  French  re-> 
public,  which  in  that  cafe  would  not  only  lofe  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  proportional  fatisfadion  which  is  due  to  it,  but  which 
fliould  alfo  fee  diminiflied  in  its  hands  the  important  advantages 
which  it  might  have  preferved,  and  which  diminution  would  arife 
from  the  efFeft  of  that  reciprocity.  Such  a  fyftem,  utterly  irre- 
concilable with  any  place  whatever,  and  much  more  unfounded 
when  contrafted  with  the  fplendour  of  the  French  victories,  could 
Bever  be  ferioufly  infifted  on  by  (incere  and  judicious  negotiators. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  obfervations,  which  were  deemed  necef- 
lary,  the  underfigned  will  not  deny  but  that  the  note  of  the  depu- 
tation of  the  Empire  has  offered  them  fome  melioration  in  the  (lato 
tf  aflTairs,  and  the  happy  though  tardy  poflibility  of  a  refult  im- 
patiently looked  for  by  bo^h  nations.  It  appears  indeed,  from 
the  analyfis  of  that  note,  that  at  leafl  all  the  elfemial  difficulties 
tre  now  reducible  to  thefe  three  quellions  : 
..  lOL  The  retaining  by  the  French,  or  the  reftitution  to  the  Em- 
pire, of  the  fortified  places  Kchl  and  CaiTel. 

ti'  The  transfer  upon  the  countries  given  in  exchange  on  the 
lig^.  bank  of  the  Rhine,  of  the  debts  which  (hall  fall  upon  thofe 
ceded  on  the  left  bank. 

...  3d.  The  application  or  exemption  of  the  French  lawsconcern^ 
iiMF  the  emigrants.  All  ihe  refl,  as  the  deputation  obferve,  will  be 
eamy  adjufled  when  the  great  obftacles  are  removed. 

The  attention  of  the  underfigned  is  then  wholly  dire£ted  to 
thefe  three  qucdions ;  and  the  examination  they  have  given  to 
them  has  been  the  more  fcnipulous,  becaufe  the  two  laft  fecm 
nearly  to  ^fkSL  the  welfare,  the  liberty,  and  the  fortune  of  a  great 

4  number 


(    486    ) 

miinbcr  of  families  in  the  two  ftates  ;  objeSs'which  the  French  go- 
vcrnmeni  holds  facrcd  in  its  political  relations  with  other  coun- 
triesy  as  well  as  in  its  internal  adminidration:  accordingly  they 
do  not  hctitatc  to  make  the  following  proclamations  and  declara- 
tions, but  under  the  exprcfs  refervation  that  the  fortified  ifland  of 
St.  Peter  Ihall  immediately  be  ceded  to  the  French  republic;  and 
at  the  fa:ne  time  all  the  clanfcs  and  conditions  annexed  to  the  . 
demolition  of  Khrenhrcitncin,  and  other  demands  of  the  under- 
fignedy  ihall  be  annulled. 

I  ft.  It  would  be  ufelefs  here  to  reftate  the  well-knoWn  reafons 
which  fo  powerfully  induce  the  French  republic  to  retain  poffcflioir 
of  Caflcl  and  Kehl,  with  their  depcmicncies.  The  fame  reafons 
Itill  prevent  them  from  at;recing  totally  to  abandon  thcfe  poffcf- 
fions.  It  is  natural  to  believe  that  the  princes  and  other  dates  of 
the  Empire  fhould  confidtr  this  point  in  a  political  view ;  that 
they  Ihould  uliimately  regret  their  not  having  (ufficiently  perceived 
or  properly  appreciated  this  nbjcd.  ^ut  inltead  of  a  falutary 
confidence,  in  feeing  feveral  fortified  places  in  the  hands  of  the 
French,  they  feem  to  have  experienced  an  oppofite  feeling.  In 
order  to  difpel  all  apprt henfions,  the  French  republic  gives  up  the 
fortreflcs  of  Kehl  and  Caflel,  which  iliall  be  demoliihedj  and  fliali  , 
only  retain  the  territories. 

2d,  With  regard  to  the  debts,  the  deputation  furcly  have  not 
prcfumedthat  the  French  government  could  agree  to  any  arrar^ 
ment  which  fliould  be  calculated  too  fenfibly  to  depreciate  the  ccf- 
fion  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  ;  to  perpetuate  between  the  two 
nations  the  feeds  of  intricate  difculHons,  and  to  transfer  toater- 
ritory  united  to  France  the  cxpenfes  of  the  war,  which  the  Empire 
itfelf  has  incurred.  The  debts  of  the  countries  ceded,  as  the  un- 
derfigned  have  uniformly  faid,  fhall  be  transferred  to  the  countries 
on  the  right  bank,  given  by  way  of  indemnification  ;  but  the  re- 
public will  confcnt  that  the  provincial  and  communal  debts,  with 
the  exception  of  thofe  which  may  have  been  contra£lfed  on  account  ^ 
of  and  for  the  expenfes  of  the  war,  fhall  be  and  continue  to  zSc& 
the  ceded  territories  :  the  rights  of  third  creditors  are  refervcd. 

3d.  The  undcrfigned  declare  that  the  laws  refpedling  emigrt-  ' 
tibn  are  not  applicable  to  countries  ceded  and  not  united,  not  evdt 
to  Mentz.  They  make  this  confolatory  declaration  with  plea- 
fure  i  but  as  the  article  to  which  this  forms  a  reply  is  enumerated 
among  the  eighteen  articles  annexed  to  the  note  of  the  deputation 
of  the  3d  March,  and  this  article  is  connefted  with  articles  men- 
tioned In  the  note  of  the  i  ith  of  the  fame  month,  it  is  proper  here 
to  explain  this  point  precifely.  The  underfigned  declare  then 
that  they  have  now  anfwered  thofe  articles  and  prefuppofitions  itt 
every  point  capable  of  difcuilion,  farther  referring  themfelves  to  • 
their  note  of  the  19th  Germinal,  and  declaring  that  the  French 
legation  does  not,  and  never  can,  regard  thcfc  articles  and  prefup- 
pofitions 
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ifitions  but  as  infulated,  diftin<9:  from  one  another,  and  indc- 
ndent  of  all  others  ;  and  that  they  will  oppofe  every  applicatioa 
them  employed  to  invalidate  or  elude  the  point  agreed  upon. 
The  minrllers  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  prefcnt 
is  note  as  the  pledge  of  peace. 

France  and  Germany  being  now  the  judges  of  the  affair,  the 
rench  legation  flatter  themfelves  that  the  deputation  of  the  Em- 
re  will  unite  with  them  in  this  opinion,  and  that  they  will  not 
ke  upon  them  the  refponfibility  of  being  the  hrd  to  produce  a 
pture.  They  give  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majcfty 
e  Emperor  their  aflurauces  of  the  moll  diftinguiflied  confi- 
ratton. 

(Signed)  Bonnier. 

Jean  Debhy. 
aftadt^i  oSith  Fru^ldor  (Sept.  14),  Koberjot. 

ye4tr  6  of  the  French  republic. 


THE  underfigned  minifters  plenipptentfary  of  the  French  re- 
iblic  for  the  negotiation  of  peace  with  the  Germanic  Empire, 
ceived  on  the  25th  fSept.  10),  a  fecond  note  from  the  deputation 
-  the  Empire,  tranfmitted  to  them  by  the  miuider  plenipoten- 
ary  of  his  Majefly  the  Emperor. 

The  particular  object  of  this  note  is  to  demand  the  recall  of 
le  republican  troops  on  the  right  bank.  1  he  underfigned  invite 
le  deputation  of  the  Empire  to  weigh  well  this  truth,  fo  clearly 
Milonllrated  fince  the  opening  of  the  conferences,  that  the  Exe- 
jtive  Diredory  of  the  French  republic  is  fincerely  dedroiis  of 
eace,  ami  a  fpeedy  and  perfe£l  reconciliation  between  the  two 
ate9;  that  it  defires  nothing  fo  much  as  to  fee  not  merely  dimi- 
ifliedy  but  entirely  fuperfeded  by  the  happy  inutility  of  defenfive 
recautions,  the  circumdances  conncAed  with  the  prefent  fituation 
f  affairs,  and  that  this  anxiety  for  precaution  may  utterly  ceafe. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  cannot,  upon  its  fide,  fail  to 
erceive  that  the  demand  which  it  renews  at  prefent  is  premature; 
Hit  the  abandoning  the  military  pofitions  being  heceiTarily  the 
lift  confequence  of  an  effeSual  pacification,  there  is  no  peremp** 
3ry  reafon  why  the  troops  of  the  republic  (hould  be  withdrawn 
rom  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine.  By  repeating  an  obfervation 
bus  eflentially  jull,  the  underfigned  will  avail  themfelves  of  it, 
n  order  to  deftroy  a  very  bold  and  ungrounded  ailertion,  propa- 
jtted  far  and  near,  and  which  the  enemies  of  the  French  nation 
rill  doubtlefs^  not  be  backward  to  circulate  and  enforce.  It  had 
cen  faid  that  the  republican  troops  had  tranrgreiled  the  line 
narked  b^  the  amnefty.  The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
rrencbiirtpubli^  gave  a  formal  and  full  contradiction  to  this  pre- 
ended  i^QU     They  alTert  that  the  republican  troops  have,  not 
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overfteppcd  the  lines  fixed  on  for  the  two  armies.  Tbisexamplc^ 
to  which  it  were  eafy  to  annex  others  of  a  funilar  nature^  ought 
to  have  reminded  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  to  guard  againfi 
all  kinds  of  reports,  exaggerated  or  abfohitely  falfe,  which  roaj 
have  been  or  (hall  hereafter  be  made  to  them>  uniformly  with  the 
hope  of  exafperating  the  public  mind,  and  perhaps  to  withdraw 
their  attention  from  defigns  that  are  truly  hoftile*  No  one  can  be 
ignorant  that  certain  individual  hardfhips  are  infeparable  from  a 
tranfition  from  a  Rate  of  war  to  that  of  peace.  It  is  not  the  fault 
of  the  under figned  that  this  tranfition  has  not  proved  happy  and 
rapid;  it  behoves  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  to  become  daily 
more  thoroughly  convinced,  that  the  moft  efficacious  labours  tto 
can  ever  be  exerted  for  the  folace  and  for  the  happinefs  of  nations^ 
are  principally  and  only  thofc  that  tend  to  prevent  the  calaioitiei 
of  war  by  a  fpeedy  pacification  ;  it  belongs  to  the  deputatioo  to 
yield  to  the  wifhes  of  the  Princes,  and  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Germany,  whofe  remonftrances,  and  even  whofe  complaints,  fwefl 
into  a  cry  for  peace ;  then  all  fubje&s  of  uneafinefs  on  either  fide  ; 
mud  ceafe,  and  the  remembrance  of  pall  fufFerings  will  be  drowned 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  tranquil  and  durable  profperity. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  in  cIoCbE 
the  prefent  note,  referve  themfelves  exprefsly  to  what  they  have 
declared  in  their  fird  note  of  this  day  relative  to  the  i8  articles 
annexed  to  the  note  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  of  the  3d 
March,  and  to  the  hints  thrown  out  in  the  note  of  the  i  ithof  tbe 
fame  month. 

They  afiure  theminifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Imperial  Majeftj 
of  their  moft  diftinguiflied  confideration. 

(Signed)  BoNKiEa. 

JRa/fadi,  28/A  Fruffidor  (Sept.  14J,  JeaN  DebRY, 

year  6  of  the  French  republic.  ROBERJOT. 


Conclufttm  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire, 

Rajiadt^  Sept,  2a% 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  arc  of  opinion  that  the  fbllow-» 
ing  is  the  anfwer  that  ihould  be  given  to  the  late  notes  of  tte 
French  legation  of  the  28th  FruSidor  (Sept,  14). 

The  French  notes  that  were  delivered  in  on  the  aStb  Fmflidor 
(September  14)  have  made  a  very  agreeable  impreflion  upon  die 
deputation  of  the  Empire.  The  fenfible  approximation  of  the 
French  minifters  plenipotentiary  in  fome  ellential  points  of  the 
negotiation  has  fully  confirmed  the  confotatory  hope  that  is  coo* 
ceived  of  the  happy  moment  not  being  far  diilant  when  Frauoe 
and  Germany  will  mutually  fl retch  out  a  friendly  haod  in  fignof 
peace. 

The 
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The  depuftation  of  the  Empire  having  uniformly  evinced  by  the 
Doft  umquivocal  endeavours  the  mo(t  ardent  and  unabated  zeal, 
nd  proved  by  the  greateft  facrifices  its  defire  of  accelerating  th(> 
actfication,  could  not  but  feel  foroe  pain  and  concern,  from  ob- 
srving  that  ihefe  endeavours  veere  always  mifunderllood  by  the 
*rcficb  minifters  plenipotentiary,  and  that  it  vtras  even  pretended 
Xkt  the  legation  looked  for  an  abfolute  equality  of  advantages  be- 
Nrecn  the  tivo  contra£ling  parties.  This  equality  vrill  be  ftill 
lis  to  be  prefumed  upon,  now  that  the  deputation  (under  the 
adoubtingexpeAatioo  that  the  French  minivers  will  on  their 
de  manifefl  a  reciprocal  condefcenfion  refpeding  points  of  equal 
nportancey  and  even  in  fome  meafure  of  ftill  more  importance 
ir  Germany^  and  that  the  demands  which  have  been  made  will 
?  acceded  to}  ftridly  acquiefces  in  the  wifhes  of  the  French  le- 
ifibn^  and  confirms  to  it,  befides  the  ceifion  of  the  left  bank,  the 
land-  of  St.  Pierre,  ^ear  Mentz,  and  the  demolition  of  the  for- 
fications  of  Ehrenbreitftein  ;  but  Aill  renewing  the  obfervation 
lat  the  provifioning  of  the  latter  fortrefs  will  not,  agreeably  to 
le  enifting^convention,  any  longer  experience  any  obftrudlions. 

The  French  minifters  plenipotentiary  having  given  their  aflu- 
ince,  that  after  the  fatisfaAory  explanation  of  three  points,  upon 
iiich  their  laft  note  eflentially  turned,  there  would  be  no  diffi* 
dty  in  coming  to  an  agreement  refpeding  the  remaining  points; 
e  deputation  therefore  feels  a  more  eager  difpofition  to  co-ope« 
ite  with  all  its  might  in  the  fpeedy  explanation  of  thefe  points 
» eminently  eflential,  and  consequently  ballen  to  make  the  fol- 
twing  anfwers  to  them  : 

Art.  I,  The  deputation  of  the  Empire  not  only  accepts  the  renun- 
ation  of  the  French  miniOers  plenipotentiary  of  the  fortifications 
:  Kehl  and  of  Caflely  but  it  alfo  receives  with  confiderable  fatif^ 
i^ion  the  afliirance  that  it  is  their  intention  to  remove  and  do 
MTay  altogether  every  uneafmefs  refpcding  thefe  pofleilions. 

But  as,  in  order  to  give  full  cffcA  to  that  intention,  it  is  necef« 
Lry  that  France  (hould  renounce  all  claim  to  the  territories  which 
ad  been  rcfervcd,  as  like  wife  to  all  kind  of  poiTefTions  and  to 
vetT  point  of  contad  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  it  is  confi- 
Hftly  expeAed  of  the  French  government  (and  this  point  muft 
0<fdrmally  infiftcd  upon)  that  it  will  alfo  accede  to  this  rennncia- 
on ;  and  the  more  fb  as  the  frontiers  of  France  are  fufficiently 
Mef^d  and  proteded  by  the  ifland  of  St.  Pierre,  and  the  demo- 
ititoil  of  the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitftein;  that  the  territories  held 
t  reftfrvat ion  have  no  real  value ;  and  that  the  French  republic 
^111,  by  that  renunciation,  manifcft  on  its  fide  an  equal  dciire  of 
tm^Ving-^very  thing  that  could  tend  hereafter  to  difiurb  the  bar- 
lony  And  g|bod  undcrftanding  which  ought  to  obtain  between  the 
iroftates  ^and  that  the  French  republic  is  on  its  fide  induced,  by 
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fully  acquiefcing  in  this  point,  to  remove  the  principal  obftacle 
that  (lands  in  the  way  of  a  pacification. 

Art.  II.  In  their  lail  note  the  French  miniders  have  explained 
themfelves  refpeding  certain  debts  in  a  manner  which  at  Icaii 
leaves  an  opening  for  a  poflible  conciliation  upon  that  point;  all 
the  advantageous  declarations  made  upon  this  fubjefi  are  therefore 
previoufly  accepted :  but  in  order  to  fix  and  throw  light  upon  t 
fubjed  of  fuch  importance,  which  involves  To  many  inierefU  and 
fo  many  individuals,  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve — 

1.  That  the  deputation  cannot  underftand  by  the  expreflion  of 
C9mnurcial  dibtSf  any  thing  more  than  the  debts  of  the  comminei, 
of  the  didrids  of  the  country,  of  the  towns,  baillagcs,  and  cor- 
porations, and,  in  a  word,  the  debts  that  have  not  been  contraAed 
by  the  (late  in  general,  but  only  by  particular  corporations,  in  or* 
der  to  anfwer  their  own  expenfes  and  wants.  This  fort  of  debts 
can  only  be  regarded  as  private  debts.  They  are  not  pretended  to 
have  been  incurred  in  order  to  anfwer  the  exigences  of  the  (late. 
The  German  landlords  have  no  diredl  (hare  in  them  ;  the  com- 
niunal  members  and  the  communal  property  that  has  been  mort- 
gaged are  alone  liable  to  be  charged  with  thefe  communal  debts. 
The  treafury  of  the  (late  had  nothing  in  common  with  the  pay- 
ment of  thefe  debts  ;  they  were  paid  up  by  the  communes  that 
owed  them,  by  the  bailiwicks,  di(lri£ls,  corporations,  or  by  thofe 
that  fucceed  them.  This  fort  of  debts  that  have  their  defined  ob- 
jtSt  cannot  therefore  be  comprifed  in  the  prefent  difcuffion;  nor 
can  there  be  made,  with  refpecl  to  them,  any  diiUndion  between 
the  debts  that  have  been  contradled  before  or  during  the  prefect 
war. 

2.  The  provincial  or  debts  of  the  (late  have  alfo  fo  many  dif- 
ferent relations,  on  account  of  the  diverfity  of  the  territories  of 
the  Imperial  (latcs,  that  it  is  necelTary  to  enter  into  a  detailed  ex- 
planation refpe£ling  them  before  there  can  be  laid  down  upon  this 
point  any  general  bafis.  The  French  minifters  will  be  the  more 
inclined  to  lidcn  to  thefe  details,  as  they  have  declared  in  their  Ia(l 
note,  that  they  coincide  with  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  in  the 
fincere  intention  of  bringing  to  a  precife  determination  whatcvef 
regards  thefe  debts;  that  there  may  not  be  endlefsly  perpetuated 
between  the  two  powers  the  germ  of  a  complicated  difculfioo, 
The  French  miniders  have  repeated,  that  the  debts  of  the  coun- 
tries  ceded  (hall  be  trarisferred  to  the  countries  on  the  right  bank 
ceded  by  way  of  indemnification.  At  prefent  the  queftion  rt- 
iates  merely  to  the  debts  of  the  prefent  lords  who  (hall  obtain 
other  territories  in  compcnfation,  or  other  (Iates  on  the  right 
bank  ;  but  the  mode  in  which  the  debts  were  contrafled  in  thefo 
countries,  differs  efTentially  from  that  in  which  they  were  con- 
tracted in  the  others.  In  one,  the  (late  has  domains ;  in  theotbet] 
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noU    In  the  one,  the  treafury  for  the  domains  is  abfolutely  diftinO 
from  that  of  the  contributions ;  in  ihe  other,  no  fuch  diftin^ion 
is  known,  and  the  whole  is  paid  into  the  fame  treafury.     In  fomc 
others  where  there  are*  two  di(lin£l  treafuries,  the  (iates  or  the 
r^encies  adminiderthe  revenue  in  their  own  perfons;  elfewhere, 
the  landlord  adminifters  both.     There  are  even  fome  where  each 
treafury  has  its  dii)tn£l  adminidration;  and  finally,  others  where 
the  treafuries  are  without  diftindlion  under  the  fuperintendance  of 
iingie  financial  chambers.     In  order,  therefore,  to  come  at  the 
knowledge  of  the  real  debt  of  the  country,  denominated  provin- 
cial debt,  a  criterion  (hould  be  eftabliihed,  by  which  it  might 
appear  that  the  debt  had  been  contra^ed  for  the  ufe  or  wants  of 
the  country ;  then  it  will  be  acknowledged  a  true  debt  of  the 
country,  called  provincial  debt,  with  which  the  country  is  charge- 
able.    If,  on  the  other  hand,  after  having  thoroughly  and  ma- 
turely examined  thiv  matter,  which  .in  its  nature  is  fo  compli- 
cated, it  ihould  be  deemed  expedient  that  fuch  of  the  debts  of  the 
country  as  have  been  contraaed  for  the  expenfes  of  the  war^ 
ihould  fall  upon  the  obje£ls  pledged  as  indemnities,  this  exception 
"would  require  a  iiill  more  precife  determination,  dating  that  thefe 
debts  have  been  contraded  towards  defraying  the  expenfes  of  the 
war  carried  on  againft  the  French  republic,  and  that  they  have 
been  employed  by  or  for  the  advantage  of  the  armies.     It  is  likc- 
ivile  proper  to  obferve,  that  feveral  ftates  extend  along  the  two 
banks ;  it  would  confequently  be  requifite,  with  regard  to  the 
debts  of  thefe  ftates,  to  eftablifli  a  more  precife  determination* 
In  this  cafe  it  were  neceflfary,  if  thefe  debts  are  not  to  be  propor- 
tioned between  the  divifions  of  the  dates  (an  attempt  that  would 
involve  great  difficulties),  to  be  guided  by  the  contrads  of  the 
(pecial  mortgage  of  the  creditors,  and  make  chargeable  the  debt 
upon  that  portion  of  the  dates  which  is  charged  with  the  fpecial 
Bnoitgage. 

3.  The  aflurance  given  by  the  French  miniders,  that  the  rights 
if  their  creditors  fhall  be  refervcd,  is  fo  conformable  to  the  fen- 
'tments  of  the  deputation,  and  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  their 
preceding  communications,  that  this  aflurance  is  received  with 
pleafure,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  equally  extend  to  the  unre- 
fbrved  and  confcientious  payment  of  the  capital  and  int'.red,  in 
:he  manner  that  thefe  payments  have  been  dipulated  between  the 
ZOTitTSL&xr.'r  powers. 

Art.  ill.  The  declaration  made  by  the  French  miniders,  that 
the  laws  refpeding  emigrants  are  not  applicable  to  the  ceded 
countries,  not  even  to  Mentz,  is  regarded  by  the  deputation  as  a 
proof  of  their  love  ^f  judice  ;  but  as  it  is  alfo  an  undoubted  mat- 
ter, that  all  the  Germanic  countries  iltuate  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  that  are  to  be  ceded  to  France,  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
ai  the  fame  time,  in  virtue  of  the  future  treaty  of  peace,  ought» 
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agreeably  to  the  principles  of  juftice,  to  pretend  with  full  confi- 
dence to  a  treatment  perfeAly  equal  and  fimilar;  as  moreover  the 
reiioioa  already   agreed  upon,    and  to  which   neverthelefs  the 
■French  plenipotentiaries  Teem  difpofed  to  apply  the  laws  relative 
to  emigration,  cannot  be  regarded  as  finally  fettled,  until  the  cef- 
ilon  of  them  be  made  by  the  Empire  {  and  as  the  aforefaid  laws 
cannot  have  a  retroaAive  eStSif  it  may  be  expeAed  from  the 
equity  of  the  French  government,  that  it  will  look  upon  it  as  an 
a&  of  juftice,  and  that  it  will  itfelf  declare  that  the  laws  refped- 
ing  emigration  are  not  applicable  to  any  portion  of  fuch  of  the 
Germanic  countries  as  (hall  be  ceded  to  France  by  a  future  treaty 
of  peace ;  but  particularly  to  the  poflellion  of  the  uermanic  ftatcs, 
and  of  the  members  of  the  nobility  of  the  Empire,  not  to  the 
other  dependants  of  the  Empire  in  Lorrain,  in  Aiface,  and  even 
in  France ;  that  this  non-application  (hall  take  place  for  exh, 
without  exception,  of  whatever  ftate  or  condition  it  may  be ;  and 
that  a  redrefs  (hall  be  obtained  for  all  that  nruy  have  been  other- 
wife  done  to  the  contrary  to  the  prefent  hour,  to  perfons  or  pro- 
perty.    For  the  reft,  as  the  opinion  of  the  deputation  perfedlj 
coincides  with  that  of  the  French  minifters,  that,  when  the  afore* 
faid  three  principal  points  Ihall  be  agreed  on,  the  accommodatioa 
of  the  other  points  and  articles  ftill  in  litigation,  will  not  bepro- 
craftinatedy  the  deputation  will  for  the  prefent  confine  itfelf  to 
refcrving  in  general  its  ulterior  decifion  of  the  points  as  yet  un« 
touched  and  undecided,  in  order  to  come-  more  fpeedily  to  the 
explanation  and  decifion  of  the  aforefaid  principal  points.    At 
the  fame  time  it  cannot  be  denied  the  negotiations  for  peace  have 
made  fuch  progrefs,  that  every  meafure  of  fecuriiy  in  the  coun- 
tries on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  becomes  daily  more  unne- 
ceifary  for  the  French  republic.     In  reply  then  to  the  French 
jiote  of  the  28th  Fru£lidor,  the  deputation  cannot  forbear  repeat- 
ing the  demand  fo  urgently  and  energetically  made  in  the  note  of 
the  deputation   of  the  a4.th  Frudidor,   that  the  French  troops 
/hould  be  withdrawn  from  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  where 
the  exaAions  of  the  troops  increafe  daily  ;  and  hopes  are  enter- 
tained, that  from  the  love  which  the  French  government  bears  to 
juftice,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  negotiation,  at  leaft  feme  pro- 
viflonal  meafures  will  be  taken  for  withdrawing  all  thefe  troops 
from  the  countries  above  mentioned ; .  that  any  further  requilitions 
will  be  fufpended,  and  that  the  contributions  not  yet  recovered 
will  not  be  enforced.     By  thefe  juft  difpofitions,  that  part  of  the 
right  bank  of  the  Rhine  which  has  fufFered  fo  much  will  begin 
to  tafte  a  little  the  bleilings  of  peace;  for  the  attainment  of  which 
for  all  Germany,  the  moft  fmccre  exertions  have  been  employ^ 
on  the  fide  of  the  deputatioti. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  are  convinced,  that,  by  thisa"' 
fwer,  the  definitive  pacification  will  be  confidcrab'y  advanced; 
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:hcy  confidently  flatter  tlicmfclves  then,  that  the  French  plcnipo« 
tcntiaries  will  accede  to  it.  1  he  plenipotentiaries  of  tlie  depu\a< 
:ion  of  the  Empire  prefent,  Eleftors,  Princes,  and  States,  rc- 
lommend  themfelves  for  this  efFe^  to  the  Imperial  legation. 


^uhft^nct  af  the  Vote  of  Aujlrla  in  the  Sittinjr  of  the  20th  September^ 

THE  mod  unhappy  events  of  nine  ages  have  not  injured  the 
3erinanic  body  (o  much  as  the  cciTions  made  within  the  lad  nine 
xionths,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  by  the  deputation  of 
:he  Empire.  By  thefe,  France  acquires  a  population  of  inore 
than  two  million  of  fouls,  an  annual  revenue  of  more  than  nine 
millions,  and  the  fined  and  mod  fertile  part  of  Gemrany,  befides 
the  inedimable  advantages  offered  by  the  Rhine,  in  a  military  and 
rommercial  point  of  view.  The  majority  of  the  deputation  has, 
moreover,  contented  to  the  demolition  of  the  fortrefs  of  Ehren- 
breitAein,  upon  the  conditions  declared  in  the  conclufuni  of  the 
l^th  of  Augud,  and  has  alfo  fhown  a  difpofition,  contrary  to  the 
adopted  principle  of  the  Thalweg,  to  cede;  the  important  ifland  of 
St«  jPierre,  near  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine.  All  this  clearly 
(hows  that  the  deputation  has  not  continued  in  a  wavering  date^ 
and  that  Germany  has  ma^  many  facrifices.  The  delegates  of 
Auftria  therefore  require  that  every  place  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  and  every  thing  appertaining  thereto,  (hould  remain  to  the 
German  Empire.  As  to  the  debts,  they  will  readily  accede  to 
whatever  the  deputation  fhall  further  determine  on  this  fubje&. 
With  refpcd  to  the  emigrants,  they  mud  remark,  that  thoie  who 
abandoned  their  homes,  driven  by  the  didrcfTes  of  war,  at  a 
tinDC  when  the  feparation  or  ceiTion  of  thefe  countries  was  not 
thought  of,  have  no  right  to  be  fubjeded  to  the  French  laws  oa 
emigration.  They  alfo  recommend  it  to  the  deputation  to  inter- 
cede with  the  French  minidtrs  for  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of 
the  bifhoprics  of  Bade,  Liege,  and  Strad)ourgh,  and  all  others 
Gn&ilarly  fituated. 

■ 

Suhftance  of  the  Kote  of  the  French  AJinlJiers  of  the  3^/  OHoler^  in 
jfnjwer  to  the  Conclufum  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  of  the 
22^  September. 

-  THE  French  miniders  congratulate  the  deputation  on  its  re- 
turn to  the  true  intered,  to  the  real  and  prcfling  want  of  Ger« 
many,  a  peace  with  France.  The  grand  dep  taken  for  this 
purpofe  after  the  ceilion  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  is  that  of 
the  ifland  of  St.  Pierre,  and  the  demolition  of  Ehrenbcitdein. 
The  moment  is  come  of  determining,  by  decifive  a£ls,  the  al- 
ternative of  peace  or  war.     It  would  not  have  delayed  it  fo  long, 
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if  h  had  confidercd  tlic  influence  of  French  principles  in  cafe  of 
a  rupture.  The  Executive  Directory  have  Ihowir  a  condcfcend- 
ing  dignity,  and  a  moderation  unexampled,  on  the  part  of  a  vic- 
torious power ;  they  will  fupport  that  chara£)cr,  by  reftoring  the 
territories  of  Kehl  and  Callel.  This  is  the  price  at  which  the 
deputation  mufl  accede  to  the  following  articles: 

1.  The  delimitation  of  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  and  its  Uhmdk, 
and  the  liherty  of  the  navigation  of  tl)at  river. 

2.  The  fuppreffion  of  the  toll  of  Elsfleth,  upon  the  Wefcr,  as 
being  a  reftraint  on  our  commerce  wiih  Bremen;  and  the  con- 
fervation  of  their  political  exiltcnce  and  conftitutional  indcpeod- 
cnce  to  the  cities  of  Bremen,  Hamburgh,  and  Franckfort. 

3*  Liberty  to  eftabliih  bridges,  purely  commercial,  on  two 
points  of  the  Rhine. 

4.  The  renunciation  of  every  demand  contrary  to  the  Frcnck 
conditution  in  favour  of  the  immediate  nobility. 

5*  The  article  of  debts  (hall  remain  as  it  is.  Btit  the  republic 
will  charge  itfelf  with  fuch  of  them  as  are  for  the  paiticular  ad- 
vantage of  the  countries  become  French. 

6.  The  laws  on  emigration  (hall  not  be  applicable  to  the  coun- 
tries now  ceded  to  France,  nor  to  Mentz;  but  they  ihall  be  io 
full  force  in  the  united  countries. 

7.  The  republican  troops  ihall  repafs  to  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  immediately  after  the  pacification.  Until  then,  they  are 
to  remain  in  their  prefent  pofition. 

8.  The  Empire  (hall  confent  to  the  ceflion  of  Frickthal,  and 
of  all  the  places  in  that  country,  and  in  thofe  belonging  to  the 
Italian  republics. 

9.  The  French  republic,  and  thofe  of  Italy,  (hall  renotincey 
OR  their  part,  all  pretenfions  to  the  remaining  countries  in  Ger** 
many.  They  (hall  treat  feparately  on  the  fubjeS  of  the  particu- 
lar engagements  contraded  by  France  with  the  German  Princes 
during  the  war. 

10.  Befides  the  demolition  of  Kehl  and  Caflel,  the  Empire 
muft  undertake  not  to  ereft  any  fort  or  entrenched  camp  at  a  left 
diftance  than  fix  kilometers,  or  three  thoufand  toifcs,  from  the 
right  bank  of  the  Rhine. 

If  thofe  conditions  (hould  not  be  accepted  without  delay,  the 
conditional  promife  of  reftoring  the  territories  of  Kehl  and  Cat 
fel   (hall  bo  null  and  void.     Such  a  rejedion  would  (how  the 

Empire  wifhcs  for  war. 

.  II       —— — 

Note  delivered  by  the  PruJJian  Alinijltr  to  the  French  Legathn* 

THE  underfigned  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majcftythe 
King  of  Pruflia  has  fcen  with  peculiar  fatisfa£lion,  from  the  W 
note  of  the  plenipotentiary  citizens  minilters  of  the  French  re- 
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,  thaty  induced  by  the  (Irong  reafons  urged  by  the  deputa* 
r  the  Empire,  they  have  given  up  their  claim  of  the  terri* 
of  Kehl  and  Caflel;  and  that  they  reftrided  themfelves, 
bme  modifications^  to  the  boundary  of  the  left  bank  of  the 
.  The  King  cannot  but  cxpref^  his  approbation  of  this 
Son  of  the  French  Diredtory,  which  is  of  fo  much  confe- 
e  to  the  future  tranquillity  of  Germany  ;  but  in  the  fame 
liere  are  obje£ls  relative  to  which  his  Majcfty  finds  hisjuft 
tations  difappointed.  Of  this  kind,  among  others,  is  the 
Qilance  that  the.  old  courfe  of  the  Rhine,  in  the  middle  of 
icking  or  navigation  way,  ihall  be  flridly  held  to  be  (he 
ary  on  each  fide,  by  which  all  the  declarations  contained  in 
icial  note  from  his  Majefty's  miniHer,  of  the  date  of  the 
>f  June,  are  difregarded.  As  fuch  a  claim  mud'* militate 
I  the  wifhesand  interefts  of  his  Majclty,  the  undcrfigned  is 
iced  that  the  minillers  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic, 
they  confider  the  reafons  alleged  in  the  above-mentioned 
in  note,  will  not  refufe  to  yield  to  them.  He  grounds  this 
m  the  known  circumftance,  that  the  Rhine  anciently  bore 
me  of  the  Waal.  Another  point,  confiderably  conne£ted 
his,  is  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  oppofite  Wefel.  The  un- 
ned  has  repeatedly  had  the  honour  to  obferve  to  the  French 
>n,  of  what  importance  it  is  to  the  town  and  fortrefs  of 
ly  that  the  ifle  of  Buderich,  which  is  formed  by  a  canal, 
.  fo  dire£ls  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  that  it  leaves  the  ifland 
right,  fhould  remain  to  the  Empire,  that  the  water«wofks 

are  neceffary  to  the  exigence  of  the  town  and  fortrefs  of 

[  may  be  properly  maintained.     Should  the  full  poM'ers  of 

inifters  of  the  French  republic  not  be  fufficiently  extendve 

em  to  accede  to  the  reprefentations  of  the  underfigncd  on 

ibjed,  he  requef^s  that  they  will  tranfmit  the  prefent  note 

Executive   Directory,  accompanied  by  a  favourable  (late- 

The  love  of  peace  and  humane  difpofitions,  which  ac- 

the  miniftefs  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  and 

they  have  fo  lately  manifefted,  encourage  the  underfigned 

pleafing  hope,  that,  to  haften  the  conclufion  of  peace,  they 
ot  only  efpoufe  with  zeal  the  reprefentations  relative  to  the 
Dints  above-mentioned  now  fubmitted  to  their  mature  confi-* 
an ;  but  that  they  will  not  refufe  to  admit  further  modificar 
ind  conceflions,  relative  to  various  other  points  in  their  note, 
:  utmoft  confequence  to  the  mod  important  interefts  of  the 
an  nation. 

faJt,  Oa.  8,  1798. 
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Anfivcr  $.f  the  Frtmh  Mlw/lcr  to  the  Note  of  tie  Prti^laH  Afinijter^ 
§f  thi  Date  of  t/.r  i&th  tf  OiiQbcr^  rcUulvc  H  the  Bcuftdarj  m  tht 
I^vtver  Rh:Hif  trnd  the  Ijle  ^f  Budcrich. 

THE  iinderfigncd  minillcrs  of  the  .French  republic  liafe  ip- 
ceivtd  the  notes  ot  the  PniiT!an  plenipotentiary  ol  the  d^ite  oC  the 
J 8th  Vcndcmiairc  (Oft.  9).  They  had  iraulmiltcd  with  the  itf- 
moft  difpatch  10  their  government  the  note  received  from  the  Pruf- 
fian  legation y  on  the  id  Mcllldofy  relative  to  the  iame  ohjed. 
Thev  communicated  the  verbal  anfwcr  they  received^  Rating^that 
the  French  government  found  it  impoflible  to  accede  to  the  wUhof 
bis  Piiiilian  Majefty :  the  undcriigned  cannot^  therefore^  under- 
take to  tranfmit  to  tlie  Directory  demands,  relative  to  which  it 
bascxprefled  iifclt'  fo  explicitly  in  the  negative;  wherefore  they 
mud  confider  this  objcd  as  determined.  His  Prullian  Majedy 
and  the  miniiters  plenipotentiary  are  too  jull  to  find  any  thing  ia 
the  application  ot  an  acknowledged  principle,  to  which  there- 
public  has  made  fo  great  facrifices>  that  can  weaken  the  good  ufl* 
derftandlng  or  friendly  relations,  the  maintenance  of  which  be- 
tween the  two  dates  the  Diredory  has  fo  much  at  heart.  ■  The 
miniders  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  exprefs  vriui 
pfcafure  their  high  confideration  tor  the  minider  plenipotentiary  pf 
his  Pruffian  Majcdy* 

Bonnier. 

Rajiadty  the  0.7J  Vcndmuiiri^  JeanDebRV. 

(0^.  13J.  KOB£RJOT. 


JRcpIy  of  the  Pyuffian  Lc;^at>on  to  thf  Note  of  the  Fnnch  Jlfuij/hi 

of  the  l^ib  Oi'-fcbcr, 

THE  underfigned  niinidcrs  plenipotentiary  of  his  Pniffim 
Majclly  have  received,  the  i^^th  ot  this  month  (22d  VerKleni)aire)| 
tlie  note  which  the  ciii/.L-ns  minillcrs  plc:iip6ientiarv  ot  the  Frtnch 
repuhlic  advirciiLd  to  thciu  in  reply  to  that  of  the  Sth  of  this 
month. 

The  contents  of  ihat  reply  have  obiigt^d  the  nnvierfigned  to  the 
following  cxplanaiionj;.  The  citizens  niiiiiilirrs  there  alfurc  thefllj 
that  they  have  not  failed  to  make  known  to  the  members  of  the 
Krn^'s  legation,  the  verbal  reply  ihey  had  received  upon  the  objcA 
<;f  the  noTf  of  tiie  PriiiHan  million  uf  the  ift  Meffidor  (}^ 
June),  and  the  impoHibility  in  which  the  French  goverofflcpt 
v.trc  placed  to  accede  to  the  wilh  of  Pniflia. 

The  underfigned  know  nothing  of  a  verbal  reply  which  mij''^ 
fjavt  been  given  them  by  the  citi/cris  minifters  plcnipotcntiaiy  ^ 
r:i«.  i'lcnch  republic,  upon  the  abovc-nitniioncd  note  of  tbcPi^*'" 
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Can  legation.  They  could  not  fuppofe  that  the  infinuations 
made  to  fome  of  their  members  occafionally,  and  by  way  of  con«* 
verfation  from  individual  to  individuati  could  be  wifhed  to  be  confl- 
dcred  as  fuch.  This  mode  of  explanation  has  been  formally  de* 
clared  by  the  French  legation  as  not  being  to  be  regarded  as  official, 
the  French  legation  being  indivifible. 

But  in  cafe  even  that  a  verbal  reply  (hould  have  been  given  to 
the  underfignedy  refpeding  their  note  of  the  19th  of  June,  they 
could  not  regard  as  peremptory  the  conclufions  drawn  by  the  citi* 
uns  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic. 

They  make  known  in  their  note  of  the  13th  of  Odober  (22d 
VendemiaireJ,  that  they  cannot  take  upon  them  to  reproduce  to 
the  Diredory  demands  upon  which  they  have  declared  themfelves 
in  a  negative  manner,  and  in  a  way  to  make  them  coo&der  the 
obje&  in  queftion  as  terminated. 

The  franknefs  with  which  the  underfigned  have  made  it  a  nite 
Co  open  themfelves  upon  every  occafion  to  the  minifters  plenipO'* 
teutiary  of  a  power  friendly  to  the  King  their  mafter,  fhall  ftill  in 
this  note  be  the  guide  of  their  condudl.  Faithful  to  this  prin« 
ciple,  they  will  notdifTemble  to  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
republic*,  that  they  could  not  but  be  much  furprifed  to  find,  in  the 
paflage  before  cited,  expreflions  which  appear  to  them  to  contain 
m  feitnal  refufal  to  convey  to  the  Directory  their  note  of  the  8th  of 
this  month,  a  note,  whofe  objedl  is  not  only  the  article  ftated  in 
an  anterior  note  of  the  19th  of  June,  but  which,  befides,  in- 
cludes other  important  objeds,  to  which  the  King  and  the  Empire 
attach  a  fufficiently  confiderable  intereft  ;  a  note,  in  (hort,  which. 
contains  reiterated  moft  amicable  afturances  of  his  Majefty  to* 
wards  the  French  republic. 

The  underfigned  are  inclined  to  believe,  that  in  any  cafe  the 
citizens  minifters  of  the  republic  to  the  congrefs  will  not  refufe 
to  convey  to  the  knowledge  of  their  conftituents  the  demands 
.which  (hall  be  addrefTed  to  them  on  the  part  of  the  underfigned, 
who  negotiate  in  the  name  of  the  King  their  mafter. 

They  obferve  befides,  that  ihould  even  their  demands  appear  to 
the  legation  of  the  republic  to  be  objeds  terminated,  that  judg- 
jment  cannot  be  looked  upon  by  the  underfigned  as  without  appeal. 
]n  the  courfe  of  all  negotiations,  cafes  prefent  themfelves,  in 
which,  on  one  fide  or  the  other,  ulterior  difcu (lions  are  judged  in* 
■doiiflible.  It  happens,  however,  that,  after  reiterated  reprefent- 
attbns,  important  modifications,  and  fometimes  abfolute  renun- 
ciations, are  admitted. 

The  underfigned  will  not  renounce  the  hope  that  the  Executive 
DireAory  of  the  republic  will  find  in  their  juftice  ulterior  expla* 
aiations  upon  the  objed^  of  the  note  of  the  19th  of  June,  worthy 
«f  all  their  attention. 

Vol.  VII.  3S  They 
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They  add  to  this  a  topographical  draught  upon  the  objcA  of 
the  true  courfc  of  the  Rhine,  with  an  explanatory  note,  which 
will  clearly  make  known  the  fole  principles  to  be  followed  upop 
this  opcafion. 

The  iflc  of  Buderich  farms  another  object  of  the  note  of  the 
8ih  inllant.  It  has  not  been  treated  of  in  writing  by  the  under- 
fign^d,  except  in  that  fanie  note.  In  recogniCng  the  juftice  of 
the  application  of  the  acknowledged  principle,  they  cannot  re- 
folve  neverthelefs  to  abandon  the  hope  of  a  complete  deference  oo 
the  part  of  the  Dircftory  to  the  wifli  of  the  King  and  the  whole 
German  Empire,  refpefling  the  objeft  of  this  ifle.  Thcdcputa* 
tion  of  the  Empire  have  decided  in  a  fimilar  cafe  to  confent  (as  ah 
exception  to  an  acknowledged  principle)  to  the  ccflion  of  the  for* 
tilled  ifle  of  St.  Pierre,  notwithHanding  the  immenfe  facrifices 
they  had  already  made  to  the  love  of  peace.  Every  thing  thus 
concurs  to  induce  a  hope  beforehand,  that  by  a  jufl  return,  aixi 
confidering  above  all  that  the  illc  of  St.  Pierre  is  infinitely  oiF  !cfi 
importance  to  the  exigence  of  Mentz  than  the  ifle  of  Buderich, 
ivith  its  canal,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  fortrefs,  and  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Wefel,  the  Direc- 
tory will  not  hefitate  to  leave  this  latter  ifle  in  the  hands  of  tfe 
King  and  the  Empire,  to  which  befldes  there  remains  no  fortrefi 
on  the  right  bank  for  its  defence,  whilfl  the  pofleiHons  of  the  Te« 

Jmblic  on  the  left  are  defended  by  a  triple  chain  of  impregnable 
brtrefles.  Under  all  thefe  conflderations,  the  underfigned,  with 
the  grcateft  carncftnefs,  renew  their  rcqucfts,  that  the  rainifteiS 
plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  will  no  longer  hefitate  once  more 
to  lay  before  the  Directory  all  their  demands,  and  to  that  end, 
that  they  will,  without  delay,  prcfeni  to  the  Dircdlory  their  note 
of  the  8th  of  this  month,  as  well  as  the  prcfent  one.  They  flat- 
ter thcmfclves,  that  the  Directory,  agreeing  in  that  refpcft  with 
the  principles  adopted  by  his  Priiflian  Maje(»y  on  every  negotia- 
tion, will  never  confent  that  the  communications  between  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  Pniffia  and  thofc  of  the  republic  fliould  ^ 
obdrufted  upon  any  point  of  rcfpedive  conferences,  before  they  • 
are  definitively  acknowledged  by  the  two  governments  as  teto* 
natcd.  The  undcrligncd  repeat  ilieir  alFuranccsof  their  high  cdn^ 
fideration  for  the  citizens  miniilers  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic 

(SigncilJ  GORTI. 

Rufuhhy  6^.  i  5,  1798.  Jacobu 
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Valal  Kote  of  his  Imperial  Majilh  to  ihc  Mlntjlers  P Unip9t(nil<^ 

of  :hc  bwiicb  Rejiullic. 

THE  nrgotiaiion  for  peace  between  the  Empire  and  France  y> 
fof:r  advanced,  ii^  bafis  is  fo  perfciily  fatisfaftory,  thtfdclireon 
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the  part  of  the  Empire  is  fo  completely  demonftrated  by  the  inva- 
luable  facrifices  it  has  made,  that  the  obAacles  which  flill  Oppofe 
its  accomplifliment  are  neither  to  be  attributed  to  its  difpofitions  nor 
tohscondu£l. 

Iq  this  ftate  of  aflPairs  one  cannot  but  be  furprifed  to  fee  the 
Cominandant  General  of  the  French  troops  on  the  Rhine  conti- 
nue the  blockade  of  the  fortrefs  of  £hrenbreit(lein»  and  the  mi- 
nifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  refufe  an  anfwer  to  the  rei- 
terated remonflrances  which  have  been  made  to  them  refative  to 
the  fufpenflon  of  thofe  menaces,  which  are  not  only  contrary  to 
tl|e  armiftice,  and  the  conventions  which  have  followed  it,  but 
which  are  beftdes  abfolutely  ufelefs,  and  without  any  obje£l,  ex- 
cept that  indeed  which  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  the  French  go- 
vernment has  determined  to  alter  the  (late  of  polTeflion  in  the 
tpSift  of  the  negotiations,  and  that  too  after  having  received  on  the 
part  of  the  Empire  every  proof  imaginable  of  the  good  faith 
Hfith  which  it  has  invariably  dire<Sted  them  towards  their  conclu- 

fipfl. 

If  the  republic  refufes  to  evacuate  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
uppn  the  principle  of  prcferving  its  advantages  until  the  Hgning  of 
peace  ;  if,  even  after  having  confented  to  them,  it  continues  to 
ifi^D  poflefEon  of  the  forts  of  Kehl  and  CafTel,  the  fame  principle 
piigl|t  to  preferve  the  fort  of  Ehrcnbreitftein  to  the  Empire  until 
tli9  fame  period,^and  ought  alfo  to  guarantee  the  execution  of  thofe 
conventions,  made  folely  to  preferve  the  poQeflion  of  it  without 
ipterruption  during  the  whole  courfc  of  the  negotiations. 

The  noinifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  would 
willingly  perfuade  himfelf  that  any  other  mode  of  proceeding 
cannot  enter  into  the  views  of  the  French  republic  ;  and  that  it 
irwld  be  equally  repugnant  to  the  charadier  of  its  miniders, 
charged  on  every  occafion  to  give  aflurances  of  its  loyalty  and  up- 
rjghtoe.fs.  In  ta£l,  nothing  can  more  effe£tually  tend  to  deilroy 
{hat  confidence,  without  which  the  negotiations  can  never  attain 
(fajiBir  objeA,  peace  be  concluded,  or,  it  attained,  become  perma- 

;  JJc  therefore  requires  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
rfipublic  to  explain  thcmfelves  upon  this  fubje£t,  and  in  fuch  a 
a^anner  as  to  anfwer  to  thofe  proofs,  as  multiplied  as  evident, 
which  the  Empire  has  not  ceafed  to  give  of  its  franknefs  and  in- 
conteflable  defire  to  infpire  confidence,  and  to  obtain  peace,  even 
at  the  price  of  the  greatcft  facrifices. 

FRAN901S  George  Charles, 
Count  de  Metternich  Winnebourg  Beilflein. 
Xafladi,  Otl.  14,  1798. 
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jibjlrail  of  a  Converfatlon  which  tqok  place  between  the  Mintf^ 
Ur  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Emperor  and  thofe  of  the  French  Repub- 
l^^f  ^^fpi^^^^g  i^c  Objc£i  of  the  Verbal  Note. 

AFTER  having  explained  to  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic  the  points  contained  in  the  verbal  note  which 
the  Count  de  Metternich  had  juil  reid,  the  minifler  Bonnier  ad* 
dreffed  himfelf,  and  obferved,  that  they,  the  minifters  plenipo- 
temiary  of  the  French  republic,  expeded,  in  the  firft  place,  the 
official   anfwer   of  the  deputation,  according  to  the  eftabliflied 
cullom.     The  Count  de  Metternich  eafily  perceived,    that  the 
miniAer  Bonnier  wiihcd  by  this  means  to  avoid  a  detailed  difcuf- 
fion  upon  the  principal  obje£l  of  the  conference.     He  further 
thought  that  this  anfwer  of  the  miniftcr  Bonnier  tended  to  deilrojf 
the  principle  which  gave  the  minister  plenipotentiar}'  of  the  Em* 
peror  the  power  of  concluding  the  negotiations  with  refpefi  to 
thofe  objeds,  the  bafis  of  which  had  been  confidered  by  the  depu- 
tation, and  fan£lioned  by  him.     It  was  important  to  eftablifii  this 
i^ncontedable  right  in  the   minifler  plenipotentiary,   and  not  to 
lave  it  fuppofed  by  the  minifter  of  the  republic  that  fuch  a  pro* 
ceeding  could  be  dictated  by  fccondary  views.     The  Count  de 
Metternich  then  obferved  to  the  miniiler  Bonnier,  that  all  he  had 
had  the  honour  of  prefenting  on  this  fub]e£l  was  the  refuh  iof 
thofe  principles  and  bafes  which  had  been  adopted,  though  thej 
had  not  been  fo  detailed  in  the  preceding  notes ;  that  funhermoit, 
the  minifler  plenipotentiary  of  the  tmpire  did  not  wiih  to  dif» 
guifc  the  real  flate  of  affairs  ;  and  that  he  would  not  fail  to  inform 
the  deputation  of  the  refult  of  the  conference,  referving  alfo  to 
himfelf  to  tranfmit  to  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  repub- 
lic an  official  note  in  the  courfc  of  the  week.     The  minifler  Bon- 
nier replied,  by  obferving,  that  the  demand  of  the  Count  de  Met- 
ternich could  only  proceed  from  a  convi6lion  that  the  deputafioa 
had  only  to  accelerate  the  conclufion  of  peace,  and  that  then  the 
objeft  relative  lo  Ehrcnbreitflein  would  be  accompliflied.    The 
Count  de  Metternich  replied,  that  this  obfervation  was  iinan- 
iwcrable ;  but  that  his  objeft  for  the  moment  was  to  eftablifh  the 
principle  which  declared  that  the  Jla/us  quo,  and  the  aduai  pof- 
feffion,  fliould  not  be  altered  ;  that  France  had  cautioufly  flipu- 
lated  for  the  pofTeffion  of  the  forts  of  Kehl  and  CafTcl,  until  the 
conchifion  of  peace ;  and  therefore  that  the  Germanic  Empire 
could  not  renounce  the  fort  re  fs  of  Ehrcnbreitflein  as  a  fortrtii 
upon  the  principle  of  pcrfc£l  reciprocity;  that,  befldes,  he  did 
liot  argue  for  new  ilipulations,  but  only  propofcd  to  carry  into 
complete  execution  the  convention  concluded  between  the  refpcc^ 
live  generals  at  the  armiftice  ;  and  that  the  efFcdl  of  fuch  conven- 
tion wa?;,  that  there  fhould  be  noobflacle  to  the  refloration  ofEh- 

ycnbrcitllein  j  that  the  French  government  would  aft  contrary  '^ 
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fic  principles  of  juftice  and  equity,  if  they  oppofed  the  reftora- 
iun  of  that  pbce  at  the  certain  profpe&of  conciliation,  and  at  m 
line  When  the  negotiations  were  near  a  conclufion.  The  minif- 
sr  Bonnier  replied,  that  the  ftate  of  things  wasexadly  what  the 
Soijiit  de  Meticrnich  required,  inafmuch  as  the  republic  was  in 
«ifleffion  of  the  forts  of  Kehl  and  CaiFel,  and  Germany  of  Ehren-' 
iin  ;  therefore,  that  they  were  upon  an  equal  footing.  To 
joobfervation  it  wasrepliedf  that  certainly  fuch  was  the 
buteof  tbtngs  at  the  time ;  but  was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  a  placet 
iter  having  been  vigoroufly  maintained  from  the  commencement 
>f  the  war,  would  necefTarily  furrender  at  the  end  of  it,  efpe* 
ially  when  the  means  of  repairing  it  were  confidcrcd  ?  that  the 
iropofition  they  had  made  was  inapplicable  to-  the  pcefent  time» 
»ut  wss  referable  to  a  fiiture  period  ;  and  that  it  was  important  to 
^veefFedtoa  principle,  the  juftice,  equity,  and  perfe^  recipro- 
jty  of  which  had  been  demonftratcd  by  evidence.  Citizen  Bon« 
lier  added,  that  the  Empire  ihould  make  peace,  and  then  the 
nils  aigreed  upon  would  be  fully  executed  ;  that  the  French  go- 
pemment  would  fiirnifli  proofs  of  its  good  intentions,  and  of  the 
oyaky  of  its  condtid ;  that  orders  were  given  for  the  retrograde 
nareh  of  the  French  troops  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  ;  that 
tery  ftep  would  be  taken  to  redore  comfort  to  the  country  ;  and 
hat  ail  depended  on  the  refloration  of  peace.  He  concludes  by 
jijingy  that  the  republic  had  made  great  facrifices  to  attain  this 
ibjcAy  but  that  it  was  neceflary  to  maintain  its  dignity  and  politi- 
uil  confcquence,  principles  from  which  it  never  departed. 
•  The  Count  de  Metternich  replied,  that  the  fame  principle  was 
SBrnmon^to  all  governments ;  and  he  could  not  avoid  frankly  ob- 
Icrving,  that  it  was  particularly  upon  the  faith  of  treaties  and 
conventions  that  the  political  confequence  of  a  government  de- 
fcniSd ;  and  it  was  upon  this  confideration  he  claimed  the  refto- 
Eautoniof  Ehrenbreitftein. 

.  :.The  minifter  Bonnier  then  warmly  iofiftcd  upon  all  he  had  ad* 
raticed,  giving  reiterated  alTurances  of  the  pacific  intentions  of 
the  French  government,  and  expreifing  his  wiflics  that  the  firft 
nrfwer  of  the  deputation  ihould  tend  to  the  definitive  attainment 
jf  peace»  without  entering  into  difcuflions  of  too  extenfive  a  na- 
twr»  the  French  government  being  already  fatigued,  and  not 
irifhing  to  make  new  conceflions.  He  further  deflred  that  the 
period  ihould  be  dated  when  an  anfwer  might  be  expeded. 
.  Citizens  Jean  Debry  and  Roberjot  from  time  to  time  took  part 
imhisconverfation,  but  merely  to  fupport  the  aflfertions  and  an- 
rWers  of  their  colleague  Bonnier.  Count  Metternich  put  an  end 
to  the  converfation,  by  dying  that  he  flattered  himfelf  he  (hould 
ill  a  few' days  have  it  in  his  power  to  tranfmit  them  the  refult  of 
Jhc  )iiteft  deliberations  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire^  in  which, 

doubtlefsy 
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Anibt'crs,  fl  e  'ihieuis  relative  to  Ehrcnbieitdcin  would  be  fu»r 
detailed. 

R^Jladti  Oil.  14,   1798. 


SuI'Jlcnce  of  the  Vote  of  Aufir'ui  in  the  S/ffo\^   of  the  Defutaihnif 

i.be  Empire  of  the  \\th  of  Oilobcr. 

A  SINCFIRL  love  of  peace  makes  it  impoflible  to  forbear  re- 
mnrking  thai  it  was  much  to  be  wiftitd  that,  in  a  diptomaticantf 
oiGcial  a6k  that  ought  to  accelerate  peace,  and  tendy  jn  all  proba- 
bility, towards  its  conciufion,  there  ihould  nothing  have  appeared 
to  betray  even  the  appearance  of  a  menace  of  introducing  Frcoch 
principles  ;  an  attempt  which  is  contrary  to  particular  declara- 
tions th.it  have  hitherto  been  made,  and  in  which  was  manifeflcd 
a  determination  to  ileer  clear  of  any  fuch  defign. 

This  very  threat  already  itamps  a  charader  on  the  thing  itfelfi 
and  it  ought  to  excite  the  attention  of  every  (late,  and  coaTe- 
cjucntly  compel  them  to  adopt  correfponding  ineafures.  The 
French  condituiion  itfelf  ordains  rcfpeA  to  the  forms  of  govern- 
ment that  differ  from  its  own  ;  and  menaces  ferve  only  to  propa- 
gate eternal  feeds  of  diftrud.  1  he  happinefs  of  the  people  in 
and  under  every  government,  is  the  firil  law  ;  and  in  a  flate 
where  they  maintain  their  authority,  where  jiiillce  admits  nodif- 
tindion  of  ranks,  of  dignities,  or  of  fortune,  the  people  may 
enjoy  a  durable  welfare  and  a  genuine  liberty,  which  canleavcJK) 
other  defire  untrralified. 

There  is  alfo  too  much  confidence  repofcd  in  the  French  gt>- 
vernmcnt,  to  permit  the  poflibility  of  imagining  that  it  ihould  en- 
tertain t)ie  delign  of  giving  further  di(iurbancc  on  tha(  fcore  to 
the  tranquillity  of  C>crmany,  or  of  retarding  the  coming  and  Dear 
approaching  liope  of  peace. 

Such  a  threat  wouiJ  alio  infinuate  that  advantage  might  be 
taken  and  acled  on,  of  the  declaration  of  nations  who  find  them- 
ftlvcs  placed  under  a  mild  government,  who  labour  under  DO\it>- 
lencc,  or  who  may  .themfclves  be  forced  to  accept  a  form. of  g«> 
Virnincnt,  though  the  voice  of  the  people  exiils  in  every  ftaic, 
and  though  it  be  properly  what  is  called  the  will  of  the  public. 


Sitr-'hf.'ei'   t>f    the  Couelufum    of   the    Dtputation   of  tht   Emfi^h 

i^th'ofOmha\ 

THE  deputation  oftlic  Empire  refolve,  that  the  following  an- 
fwxr  iiiall  be  retu:  i;e(!,  in  conjundinn  with  the  Imperial  inini'tf' 
plcurpoicntiary,  to  \\x  :iote  ul  the  French  I»;gation  of  the  3d^^ 
October. 

The 
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The  renunciation  of  the  territories  of  Kehl  and  CaffeU  which 
he  French  plenipotentiaries  have  pledged  in  their  note  of  the  3d 
f  O£lober,  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  confider  as  the  moll 
greeable  proof  that  the  French  government  ferioufly  intends  to 
leetthedefire  fo  often  manifcfted  by  the  deputation,  of  a  fpeedy 
onclufion  of  peace.  They  therefore  lofe  not  a  moment  in  ac- 
epting  with  plcafure  this  renunciation,  fo  long  wifhed,  of  all 
srtifieci  places  and  points  of  contaiSl  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Ihine,  and  they  haften  to  communicate  to  the  French  plenipoten- 
aries  in  a  detailed  note,  obfcrvations  on  every  point  iii  their 
otc,  in  the  firm  hope,  that  although  they  differ  in  fome  refpcdls 
nomthe  propofed  determinations,  yet  the  new  explanations  with 
rhich  this  agreement  is  fupported,  will  be  taken  into  proper  con- 
deration  by  the  French  minifters,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  great 
bje£t  of  abfolute  conciliation. 

1.  With  regard  to  the  barrieuof  the  Rhine,  it  has  always  been 
ndcrftood  that  the  Thalweg  would  every  where  form  the  boun- 
aries  of  the  two  flatcs,  and  that  by  the  Thalweg  was  to  be  un- 
erftobd  the  middle  of  the  principal  and  ntivigablc  courfe  of  the 
thine.  At  the  fame  time,  as  by  this  divifion  the  Pruflian  illand 
f  Buderich,  fituated  near  Wefel,  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  would 
elong  to  France,  the  court  of  Pruffia  has  fcveral  times  formally 
ififtcd  on. retaining  pofTelTion  of  this  iiland,  which  contributes 
J  ificfafety  of  the  city  andfortrefs  of  Wcfel,  the  deputation  en- 
srtaih  hopes  that  tlic  French  government  will  accede  to  the  de- 
Ire  of  Pruflia,  whicli  coincides  fo  clofelv  with  the  intercft  of  the 
Empire,  and  that  it  will  allow  this  illanJ  to  remain  attached  to 
lie  German  part. 

With  regard  to  the  idands  in  the  Rhine,  it  has  already  been 
greed  in  notes  exchanged,  that  the  iilands  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
fhalweg  flioLiki  belong  to  the  Empire  ;  thofe  on  the  left  fide  to 
dc  French  republic.  Subfcquently  likcwife,  the  particular  de- 
landiTiade  in  the  French  note  of  the  19th  July,  that  the  changes 
fchich  might  take  place  in  the  Thalweg  fliould  occafion  no  change 
n  the  rights  of  fovereignty  over  the  ifiands,  has  alfo  been  ac- 
eded  to.  It  has  been  agreed  that  they  Ihall  continue  according 
D  their  prefent  divifion  of  French  and  German,  even  although 
hey  (honid  happen  to  he  thro^\n  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  Thal- 
weg. The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  in 
eclaring  in  their  laft  note  that  the  French  republic  would  never 
ede  any  pofTeiTion  to  the  Fmpirc,  or  any  of  its  members,  on  the 
sft  fide  of  the  Thalweg,  probably  did  not  intend  to  recur  to 
rhat  had  prcvioufly  been  decided  ;  and  the  import  of  this  decla* 
ation  donbtlefs  alludes  only  to  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  from  Hit- 
kinguen  to  the  grand  bailiwick  palatine  of  Gucrmerfhcim,  where 
he  Rhine  had  previoully  formed  the  boundary  between  Germany 
Lnd  France,  anid  where  the  reciprocal  refcrvc  has  been  made  of 
1  Vi^vv^a 
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France  retaining  the  iflands  oi^the  right  of  the  Thalweg,  which  at 
prefent  belong  to  her.  But  as  the  adual  cedion  of.  the- left  part 
of  the  Thalweg  to  the  French  republic  properly  beigtns  near -the 
grand  bailiwick  of  GuerTneriheim,  as  the  firft  point  of  the  con- 
quered country  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  not  at  the  point 
where  Germany  was  previoully  contiguous  to  France,  the-Freoch 
government  will  furely  make  no  difficulty  in  leaving  things  in  the 
ilate  in  which  they  (land  at  prefent  by  the  treaties  and  conventions 
relative  to  this  part  of  the  Rhine  and  its  iflands,  and  particuiarif 
to  maintam  the  communes  on  the  right  fide  which  pofTefled  any  cl 
thefe  ifles  on  the  left  fide,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  them,  withoot 
intcrruptini;  their  taking  fuch  wood  as  might  be  neccifary  to  flip- 
port  the  hank. 

Concerning  the  free  navigation  of  the  Rhine,  the  deputation 
had  alrcacfy  more  than  once  manifcded  their  confent,  by  agreeing 
that  it  Ihould  be  free  to  both  nations.  This  confent  wasattk 
fame  time  accompanied  with  a  wiih  that  an  arrangement  fhooU 
be  made  jointly  with  Holland,  to  fecure  the  navigation,  of  the 
Rhine  to  its  mouth  ;  but  the  French  miniders  plenipotentisrjr 
have  lately  declared,  that  they  could  not  at  prefent  accede  to  this 
defirc  of  the  deputation.  As  fuch  an  arrangement  with  HoDud 
would  be  of  great  importance  to  the  Empire  in  a-  commeiciil 
view,  the  furprefiion  of  the  tolls  impofed  by  the  Batavian  ropabliB 
may  be  produdlive  alfo  of  fome  advantage,  at  lead  till  thcGer* 
manic  Empire,  in  the  interval  of  the  time  fixed  for  the  fuppreflioi 
of  the  tolls  on  the  Rhine,  fhall  have  agreed  with  the  Batavian  re- 
public upon  fome  plan  for  a  limilar  fiippreflicn  of  the  tolls  on  thn 
Rhine. 

On  the  fuhjcfl  of  the  road  ufcd  in  towing  vcflels,  the  deputatioo 
may  confent  to  the  fupprefllon  of  this  addition  propofed,  aocortliog 
to  what  neccflity  and  the  cafe  may  require,  cfpecially  as  the  rosl 
ufed  for  this  purpofc  is  at  prefent  as  wide  as  it  ufcd  to  be. 

The  confent  given  on  the  fubje£l  of  the  tranfportation  of  mate- 
xials  from  the  left  bank  to  the  right,  cannot  apply  to  the  keeping 
\)p  of  the  road  for  towing,  but  to  the  fupport  of  the  bank  ;  wdh 
is  hoped  that  the  internal  arrangements  of  the  republic  will  ihK 
prohibit  thefe  materials  from  being  obtained  for  fo  ufeful  and  pub* 
lie  a  purpofe. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  fupprefllon  of  the  tolls  of  paflage  of  tbt 
Rhine  fliall  be  ilipulated  in  the  treaty  of  peace.  It  is  only  de- 
fired,  that  inficad  of  fix  months,  a  period  too  (hort  for  any  new 
eflabliOimcnt,  there  fliould  be  fixed,  at  lead  for  the  accomplift- 
ment  of  this  fiipprcflion,.  the  term  of  a  year  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace. 

2.  The  French  minifters  plenipotentiary  have,  for  xhtiA 
time,  demanded  in  their  note  that  the  toll  of  Elsfleth,  on  the 
Wefcr,  (hall  b.-  fupprcHcd  in  favour  of  the  French  republic.    As 

this 


(    SOS    ) 

this  toll  belongs  to  the  Counts,  how  l)ukes  of  Oldenburgh,  cod^ 
Brdiod  torthem  by  the  loth  axticle  of  the  treaty  of  Myn(ler>  is  fitv- 
it«d  ID  It  part  of  Germany  not  occupied ;  and  as  the  deputation  of 
ihe  Empirr  can  decide  nothing  on  this  point,  it  is  left  to  the  French 
•public  to  make  an  arrangement  with  the  houfe  of  Holftein  Ol- 
lenbufgh* 

•  The  Fcench  minifters  plenipotentiary  have  at  the  fame  time  in« 
crpofed  to  prefeve  the  conftitutional  exiftence  of  the  Imperial 
jties  of  Hamburgh,  firemen«  and  Frankfort.  The  prefervation 
if  thcfc  cities,  and  all  other  Imperiai  cities,  is  of  the  greateft  con- 
eqnence  to  the  Empire  in  the  way  of  its  commerce.  AH  the 
ne  Imperial  cities,  which  form  the  third  body  of  the  Germanic 
inion,  are,  in  virtue  of  the  conftitutional  connexion,  under  the 
»ratediQii  of  the  laws  with  regard  to  their  ancient  cbnilitutions* 
rhc  deputation  of  the  Empire  confiders  it  as  one  of  their  iirft  du- 
ie8»  AS  much  as  lies  in  their  power,  to  watch  over  the  prefervation 
if  the  ftates  of  the  Empire  and  the  Germanic  body  ;  and  to  com- 
trehesd,  ia  the  expreffion  of  the  wiflies  of  the  French  minifters, 
ill:  the  ftates  of  the  Empire  and  thofe  dependent  on  it. 

.3d.  On  the  fubje£t  of  commercial  bridges  it  is  agreed,  that 
hafe  vhich  have  hitherto  exifted  on  the  Rhine,  fhatl  continue  to 
le  -ie»eftabli(hed  and  fupported  at  the  charge  of  thofe  at  whoffe 
xpenfe  they  have  always  been  upheld.  With  regard  to  thofe 
oridges  which  from  this  moment  only  (hall  become  common,  fu^h 
» .tliofe  between  Mentz  and  Caflel,  each  bank  (hall  be  obliged  to 
mintain  that  which  is  fituated  on  their  fide  of  the  Thalweg  of  the 
Uniie*  With  regard  to  the  commercial  bridges,  which  in  futurd 
oay  be  conftru£leJ  according  to  an  arrangement  mutually  to  be 
nndir  between  the  oppofite  banks,  it  isi  impoffible  generally  be- 
orehand  to  give  the  confent  of  the  Empire  neceflary  for  this  ob« 
w6t^  which  muil  ever  be  regulated  by  advantage  and  neceflity. 

4th*  The  propofition  of  the  French  minifters,  that  the  depend* 
neies  of  ecclefiaftical  eftablifliments  fituated  on  the  left  bank, 
hail  belong  to  the  Empire,  is  agreed  to ;  and  this  difpofition  ii 
(oderftood  to  extend  to  all  pious  foundations,  and  particularly  to 
[dfpitak,  charitable  eftablifliments,  univerfities,  and  fchools,  under 
efervalion  of  the  particular  arrangements  and  treaties  exifting,  ot 
rhich  may  be  made  on  this  fubjed.  The  deputation  are  con* 
iaddf  that  by  thefe  means  the  difficulties  with  which  ei^ery  other 
node  would  be  attended  will  be  entirely  removed.  At  the  famt 
imc,  however,  in  order  to  adhere  to  the  principle  which  has  beea 
doptied  in  its  utmoft  extent,  the  moveables  of  all  thefe  corpora- 
ioDa  ihall  belong  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  On  which  they  are  at 
irefent  placed  ;  and  the  afiive  hofpitals,  which  are  at  preient  de* 
isAdeocies  of  them,  ihall  belong  to  the  bank  to  the  ufe  of  which 
bey  are  applied,  and  where  the  creditor  has  at  piefcnt  his  £xed 
ididence. 
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With  regard  to  the  demand,  that  the  ftatc  of  the  Empire  in  xhi 
countries  where  thcfe  dependencies  cxift,  (hall  have  a  preference  in 
the  acquifition  of  them»  the  deputation  \^'ill  make  no  remirkon 
th6  fubjeft.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  a  ftatc  of  the  Empire 
Cannot  gratuitoufly  appropriate  thefe  effeds,  and  that  all  the  pro- 
erty,  revenue,  or  capital  of  ecclefiaftical  or  lay  foundations  on  the 
eft  bank  (which,  according  to  the  conftitution  of  the  country,  or 
bccaufe  they  have  been  dedined  to  the  general  advantage,  cannot 
be  tranfported  to  the  right  bank),  (hall  be  applied  to  othernecef- 
fary  purpofcs,  and  particularly  td  form  a  ju(l  indemnification  for 
the  pious  eftablidiments  on  the  right,  which  proportionably  would 
lo(e  too  much  of  thefe  revenues  on  the  left  bank,  as  well  as  to 
particular  compenfations,  and  (hall  for  this  purpofe  be  confolidated 
into  a  mafs.  Only  it  would  be  juft  and  reafonable  to  roakeaa 
exception  with  regard  to  eftablifhments  in  favour  of  widowiaod 
orphans  ;  and  the  French  government  of  itfelf  has  refolved  to  take 
away  nothing  from  thofe  inftitutions,  but  to  fecure  them  thrii  re- 
venues and  other  property,  and  accordingly  to  decree^  that  eftablifh- 
ments  of  this  kind,  which  exift  in  the  countries  ceded,  (hall  be 
kept  up  in  favour  of  thofe  who  derive  benefit  from  them ;  that 
with  regard  to  thofe  which  are  in  the  countries  which  (hall  net  be 
transferred  to  the  French  republic,  their  funds  and  capitals  Atll 
be  divided  among  the  (harcrs  in  proportion  to  their  number. 

They  confider  it  one  of  their  moft  facred  duties  to  exert  Cfcry 
endeavour  in  favour  of  fo  many  Germans,  to  whom  in  gene- 
ral nothing  can  be  pbjc(Sed  but  their  ftedfaft  adherence  to  their 
former  government  and  fovcreigns.  This  can  the  Tcfs  be  objefled 
to  Germany  as  a  crime,  fince  they  feel  the  value  of  that  goreni- 
ment  too  well,  to  be  eafily  captivated  by  new  political  inftitutions. 
The  deputation,  therefore,  flatter  themfelves,  that  the  princi|Je 
of  general  inapplicability  of  the  laws  relative  to  emigration  wiil 
be  rccognifed  by  the  French  as  far  as  Germany  may  be  concerned* 

8th.  It  is  required  that  the  French  republic  (hall  entirely  with- 
draw all  her  troops  from  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  reftorethe 
conftitutions,  and  perform  without  delay  the  convention  refpeSinf 
the  rcviftualling  of  the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitftcin. 

9th.  The  deputation  are  ready,  in  the  further  conclofion-of  peace, 
to  renounce  all  rights  and  claims  which  the  Empire  may  hate  00 
"the  territories  which  may  then  be  ceded  to  France,  and  likcwifeto 
"extend  this  renunciation  to  Savoy  and  the  late  Auftrian  Nether- 
Jands,  which,  by  the  treaty  with  the  King  of  Sardinia  and  of 
Campo  Formio,  are  to  be  given  up  to  France.  With  regard  to 
the  Frickthal,  they  muft  refer  themfelves  to  their  former  explana- 
tion of  the  roth  of  Auguft.  Previous  to  any  thing  of  this  kind, 
however,  it  is  ncceflary  that  the  French  government  (houM  come 
to  fome  arrangement  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  to  which  the  En^ 
pifc  will  not  rcfufe  its  concuircnce.     The  deputies  arc   rcadjr 
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likewife  to  give  up  their  titles  and  pretenfions  to  thofe  Italian  ter- 
ritories which,  by  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  belong  to  the  Cif- 
alpine  republic. 

To  the  loth  article  it  is  replied,  that  it  had  already  been  agreed 
that  the  fortrefTes  of  Kehl  and  Callel  (hould  be  difmantlcd,  and  the 
deputation  would  give  likewife  the  further  afllirance,  that  on  the 
{cite  of  thefe  places,  and  within  the  diiUnce  of  3000  toifes  from 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rhiae,  no  fortification  (hall  be  ere£lcd.~ 
Several  details  of  compenfation  which  this  article  will  occaflon^ 
to  be  fettled  on  the  final  conclufion  of  peace.  The  deputation 
conclude  with  the  afTurance  that  they  will  exert  every  endeavour 
to  attain  a  fpeedy  and  honourable  peace,  and  that  they  will  give 
po  well-grounded  caufe  for  the  rupture  of  the  negotiation. 


Decree  of  the  Imperial  dmmljjim  to  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire, 

O^ober  17. 

THE  Imperial  commiflion,  affefTors  to  the  deputation  of  the 
Umpire,  approve  the  conclufum  of  the  i  ^th,  adopted  by  the  depu-' 
ration  of  the  Empire  in  anfwer  to  the  French  note  of  the  3d. — 
'  The  commillion  fee  with  real  pleafure  that,  among  other  things,  it 
contains  the  new  demand  made  refpedling  the  revidualling  o£ 
the  fbrtrefs  of  Ebrenbreitftein,  agreeably  to  exiding  conventions ; 
and  in  conformity  with  the  conclufum,  they  this  day  tranfmitted 
the  counter  <iote,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed^  to  the  French  mi* 
Aiders  plenipotentiary. 

The  commiflion  likewife  communicate  fome  obfervaiions  which 
fo  intimately  concern  the  pofition  of  the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreiiftein, 
that  they  cannot  fail  to  produce  an  immediate  efFe£t  on  the  cxten- 
iipn  which  it  may  be  neccflary  to  give  to  the  faid  conclufum  on 
this  point. 

Afloniflied  at  the  abfolute  filence  which  the  miniflers  plenipo- 
-ieiitiary  of  the  French  republic  have  obfcrved  in  their  tw^  laft 
!. notes  on.  the  fubjedtof  the  demands  made  with  regard  to  the  re- 
v.ieftablifhment  of  the  fortrefs  of  Ebrenbreitftein  agreeably  to  exilt- 
'"ftig  conventions;  convinced  of  the  neccHity  of  obtaining  an  ex- 
planation of  the  reafons  of  that  filence  ;  the  Imperial  commifTion 
.thought  themfelves  bound  to  hold  a  conference  with  the  French 
sniniflerson  the  fubjedon  the  14th,  and,  if  poilible,  to  obtain  com- 
|4ete  fatisfa£tion. 
•  ..  In  order  that  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  may  have  a  perfe£t 
knowledge  of  the  application  addrelfed  to  the  above  minllicrs  on 
'  this  point, .  in  order  to  fecure  it  from  every  falfe  interpretation, 
and  in  order  that  the  reply  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries  fhould 
be  equally  accurate,  the  application  was  made  in  the  form  of  21 
'   verbal  note,  the  ^opy  of  which  is  annexed,  and  to  lay  it  down  a^ 
the  bails  of  tlie  convcrfation  which  took  place. 
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The  outline,  the  copy  of  which  is  likewife  annexed,  vrill  (how 
the  refult  of  that  converfation. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  will  tl)en  fee  what  diftindion  the 
French  plenipotentiaries  wiihed  to  eftablifli  between  that  ad  of 
the  Imperial  commilTton  on  the  one  part,  and  the  conftniftioD  hi« 
fhe^o  put  on  the  conduQ  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  on  the 
other  part.  This  can  only  have  arifen  from  their  feeing  in  the 
faid  note  irrefragable  reafons,  and  the  prefling  demand  for  a  poG- 
tive  anfwer,  which  probably  they  conceived  that  they  had  never 
difcovered  in  the  notes  hitherto  given  in.  But  the  pretent  date  of 
the  objed,  as  well  as  of  the  negotiation  in  general,  has  at  Ungk 
rendered  both  neceflary. 

The  more  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  confider  the  connezioB 
of  things,  the  more  they  will  recognife  the  neceflity  of  preventing 
allegations  and  doubts  to  which  they  do  not  really  with  togiverJKf 
which  arelforeign  from  the  nature  of  their  own  decifions,  and  which 
ought  not  therefore  to  have  been  formed.  At  from  this  monieot 
it  depends  entirely  on  the  deputation  to  manifeft  how  nearly  it 
concerns  the  Empire  and  themfelves,  that  during  the  negotiadoos 
the  (late  of  poifeflion  (hould  not  be  interrupted  in  a  point  fingn- 
larlyelTcntialy  by  the  continuation  of  zSts  contrary  to  treaties,  and 
to  the  manifeft  prejudice  of  the  Empire,  the  Imperial  commiffioo 
particularly  refer  this  important  objeA  to  the  mature  delibeiation 
and  decifion  of  the  depuration.' 

F.  G."  C.  COUKT  DB  METTEaNICH 
WiNNEBOURG  BeILSTEIX. 

JiaJlaJt^  Oa.  17,  1798. 

fiou  Jent  \he   igtb  of    Oflober  by   tbi   T ruffian  Legnthn  U  A 

Dt^putatiott  of  the  Empiff* 

THE  undfirfigncd  minifters  picnipotentiarv  of  his  Pniffian 
Majefty  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  without  feeling  a  lively  foil- 
cltiide,  that  the  Imperial  minifter  plenipotentiary  has  been  Miiff^ 
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the  fortrcfs  of  Ehrenbreitftcin  \  that,  according  to  the  fummtry  of 
this  difcourfcj  tranfrnjlted  by  the  Imperial  minider,  the  hopcrf 
fucccfs  is  not  yet  as  fccure  as  might  be  expcSedifrom  the  rcafons 
pf  right  and  equity,  fo  manifcft  and  plain,  that  have  been  urged* 
and  that  therefore'  thp  deputation  of  the  Empire  have  deemed  it 
their  cjuty  to  refumc  the  confideraiion  of  this  lubjedl  in  the  fitting 
uhich  they  held  this  day. 

The  underfigncd  arc  convinced  that  the  deputation  of  the  Em- 
pire, penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  the  great  importance  of  prcfcrviugj 

ij  the  end  of  the  negotiations,  this  poll  fo  honourably  onaJO' 
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tmtfiedy  will  renew^  conjointly  with  the  Imperial  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary, in  the  mod  energetic  manner,  the  reprefentations  already 
made  in  preceding  notes,  and  particularly  in  the  laft,  for  the  purpofe 
of  bringing,  on  this  fubjefli  the  French  minifters  to  thofe  fentiments 
of  juftice  which  we  have  remarked  with  pleafure  in  their  dccla- 
latiooa  upon  diflf^rcnt  points,  though  not  yet  carried  fully  into 
mStik  ;  ttie  more  fo,  as  a  refufal  on  the  prefcnt  matter  in  difpute 
could  not  have  any  real  fair  motive  or  objed,  as  the  demolition  of 
the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbr^itftein  has  been  agreed  upon  and  decreed 
for  the  future.  But  until  the  very  moment  when  .this  great  facri- 
fice  (hould  be  made  to  the  re-eftablifliment  of  trai>quiliity,  the  pre- 
fervation  of  this  poft  is  of  the  higheft  importanqe,  particularly  for 
the  fafety  of  a  part  of  Germany  which  is  the  obje£l  of  the  lively 
fblicitude  of  his  Imperial  Majefty.  The  under fign^d  confider 
tkeirifelves,  in  confequence,  obliged  to  giye  the  deputation  of  the 
EiDpire  to  underfland  how  much  they^wifb  to  fee  their  glorious 
efforts  on  this  fubje£l  crowned  with  fjtch  fucccfs  as  may  free  them 
ftom  all  manner  of  anxiety. 

(Signed)     /        GoRz^  Jacobi^  Dohm. 
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Conclufum  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire^  of  the  7.^4  OSiohr. 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  on  the  19th  of  this  month -ex- 
prefled  to  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Imperial  Majedy^ 
that  he  had  refolvcd,  in  a  particular  note  on  the  execution  of  the 
conventions  relative  to  the  relloration  of  Elirenbrcitdein,  once 
more  to  infift  on  the  demand  which  he  had  fo  energetically  renewed 
in  his  note  of  the  17th  of  this  month,  in  cafe  he  had  not  an  imme- 
diate imfwer,  of  the  anfwer  was  not  acceptable.  As  the  minifters 
of  the  French  republic  had  hitherto  tranfmitted  no  counter-decla- 
f}|tion  on  the  fubjeQ,  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  thought  it  its 
4uty  to  addrefs  thofe  minifters  by  a  note  in  the  following  terms  : 
^  *^  The  deputation  of  the  Empire  has  already^  by  its  notes  of  the 
jptb  of  Auguft  and  1 1  tb  and  23d  of  September,  required  of  the 
mipifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  the  execution  of 
t))&  military  convention  relative  to  the  reftoration  of  Ehrenbreit- 
fteiri*  Neverthelefs,  in  the  notes  which  the  minifters  pIenipoten« 
tiary  have  tranfmitted  in  anfwer,  there  is  contained  no  overture 
on  the  iubjeft,  much  lefs  any  fatisfafiory  declaration.  It  is  in 
confequfince  compelled,  by  the  importance  and  manifeft  urgency 
of  the  objedl,  to  renew  the  demand  made  in  this  refpeA  by  the 
ileputation  of  the  Empire  in  the  detailed  note,  embracing  all  the 
pbje£lsof  the  negotiation,  which  was  tranfmitted  on  the  17th  of  this 
month,  and  written  in  a  manner  calculated  to  inform  the  French 
ininifiers  plenipotentiary  of  the  particular  price  which  the  deputa- 
tion attached  to  the  exaA  and  prompt  execution  of  the  military 
p^Qvention.  **  NNV^^^ 
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«' When  the  formal  terms  of  an  agreement  acknowledged  by  both 
parties  impeiioufly  fpcak  in  favour  of  this  demand,  and  after  the 
confcntjgivtn  to  the  demolition  of  the  fortifications  of  Ehrcn- 
brciiftcin,  it  were  to  have  been  hoped  that  the,  French  minillcis 
plcnipotcniiai  y  would  have  aflcd  accordingly,  and  taken  the  nc- 
ccflTary^ncafures,  in  order  that  the  commander  of  the  French 
troops  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  ihould  not  have  oppofed  the 
rcftoration  of  the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbrcitftein.     But  as  to  this  mo- 

.  ment  nothing  has  confirmed  this  ftipulated  agreement,  the  depu< 
tation  of  the  Empire  is  forced,  by  the  extreme  urgency  of  the  oh- 
jedt,  to  requcft  tl>e  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  repub* 
lie  to  fatisfy  the  demand  relative  to  the  reftoration  of  Ehrenbreit- 

.  ftein,  contained  in  its  note  of  the  1 7 th  of  Odlober ;  and  to  male 
a  prompt  and  fatisfadory  anfwer,  even  before  the  other  points  of 
the  faid  note  are  anfwered,  in  cafe  the  multiplicity  of  the  objefls 
irhich  it  embraces  does  not  permit  them  to  attend  to  all  of  them* 
*^  The  deputation  of  the  Empire  truft,  ifter  fuch  repeated  appli- 
cations, that  at  length  an  anfwer  will  be  givea^  which  will  have  the 
effcQ  of  obviating  that  honourable  uneaftnefs  which  the  miniiler 
plenipotentiary  has  (hown,  and  which  the  deputation  of  the  £m« 
pire  has  conftantly  experienced  for  a  place  fo  importaat/* 
Rajladt^  Oc7.  23. 

JioUs  from  the  ATmiJitrs  PUnlpotentiary  of  the  French  RtpuhlU  rt 

the  Deputation  of  the  Entfire* 

FIRST   KOTE. 

THE  undcrfigned  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
republic  for  negotiating  with  the  Germanic  Empire,  have  re- 
ceived a  note  from  the  deputation  of  the  Empire,  communicated 
to  them  the  17th  of  Odlober  by  the  miniiler  plenipoteutiar)' of 
fbc  Emperor. 

it  is  difficult,  after  having  read  this  ailonifhing  anfwer  to  the 
pote  of  the  underfigned,  dated  the  3d  of  the  fame  month,  to  mo- 
derate theexpreflion  of  the  painful  fen{iments  which  it  has  excited. 
From  the  various  and  wholly  unfounded  dilHcuIties  with  which  it 
is  filled,  to  the  obvious  affedation  of  inceflantly  queftioning  what 
has  already  been  refolved  upon  ^  from  the  ft^died  atnbigiiity  on 
p<^ints  even  confented  to  ;  from  that  fcries  of  interceffions,  little 
fatisfadory,  or  wholly  inadmidible,,  which  occupy  its  entire  pages; 
we  do  not  know  how  to  (hut  our  eyes  againft  views  obvioufly  di- 
latorvi  or  avoid  entertaining  ferious  doubts  on  the  real  intentions 
of  the  deputation  of  the  Enapirc.  The  French  republic  docs  not 
wifh  for  war,  but  flie  docs  not  fear  it.  She  vviflies  to  conclude  a 
peace,  Dfws  the  deputation  only  wifh  to  be  always  fpcakingo* 
it  f  The  generofity  of  the  French  republic  has  exceeded  all  t%fc&* 
ations  ^  further  co^ccffio^s.gn  h^rpart  piuft  x\ot  be  looked  for.'^ 
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TTic  underfigned  pcrfift  in  every  thing  contained  in  their  note  tA 
\\\c  ^d  of  Odober.  They  afTure  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
his  laipcriBl  Majcfty  of  their  fentlmcnts  of  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Bovni  er. 

Jean  Debrt. 
Raftadt^  Oit.  28.  KOBEKJOT. 

SECOND   NOTE. 

THE  underfigned  minillers  plenipotentiary  of  the  Trench  re- 
public for  the  n^otiation  with  the  Germanic  Empire,  have  re- 
ceived the  note  tranfmitted  to  them  the  23d  O<flober  inft.  by  the 
niinifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  Empire.  Although  the  demand 
contained  in  this  note,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  military,  is  not 
within  the  competence  of  the  underfigned,  they  do  not  hefitate  to 
refer  on  that  fubjeft  to  what  they  have  already  declared  touching 
the  retreat  of  the  troops,  and  to  afTure  the  deputation  of  the  Em- 
pire that,  arguing  favourably  of  the  part  it  means  to  take,  they  arc 
difpofed  on  their  fide  to  embrace  every  obje£l  fufceptible  of  mcxii- 
fication  or  change :  but  they  arc  forced  to  obferve  that  nothing 
could  more  plainly  prove  the  abfence  of  a  wiQi  for  peace,  or  in- 
dicate more  fenfibly  further  views,  than  that  inquietude  and  conti- 
nual folicitation  on  things,  which  peace  alone  can  arrange  com- 
pletely, and  to  the  reciprocal  fatisfa<£lion  of  the  two  powers.  The 
miniflers  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  renew  upon  this 
occafion  to  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majcfty  the  Em- 
peror^ the  aflurance  of  their  molt  diftinguiflied  confideration. 

(Signed)  Bonnier. 

Jean  Debry. 

Rajiadt^  Nov,  6.  Roberjot, 

Report  pejenud  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  ^th  May  1798,  on 

the  Treatment  of  Prlfoners  of  IVar. 

nnHE  Committee  \o  whom  the  Report  was  recommitted,  which 
-■"  was  made  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  feveral  papers 
which  were  prefented  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  twenty- firit  duy  of 
March  lalt,  by  Mr.  Whitbread,  from  the  Tranfport  Board,  and 
by  Mr.  Stewart,  from  the  Commiflloncrs  for  Sick  aid  Wounded 
Seamen,  refpeiling  the  treatment  of  prifoncrs  of  war,  were  re- 
ferred, and  who  were  directed  to  examine  the  matters  thereof, 
and  report  the  fame,  with  their  opinion  thcreuptjn,  to  the  Houfe  ; 
have>  purfuant  to  the  order  of  the  Ilouff,  made  fome  alterations 
in  the  faid  Report,  and  fome  aJdiiionb  thereto,  and  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  Report,  viz. 

From  the  muhipliciry  of  papers  and  evidence  whivjh  it  has  been 
necei&ry  to  examine,  your  Committee  have  found  it  Civivenicat, 
for  the  fake  of  perfpicuity,  to  rtrranLjo  the  aibjr.£l  under  the  fol- 
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lowing  heads :  firft,  the  treatment  of  the  French  prifoners  of  i»at; 
connncil  in  England— ^fecondly,  the  treatrticnt  of  Britiih  ptibnuxi. 
of  war  confined  in  France — thirdly,  the  fteps  taken  by  the-Bntiih 
government  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a  cartel  of  exchange;  with  the 
proceedings  in  both  countries  refpeding  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  andcf 
prifoners  on  parole. 

After  examining  fuchof  the  papers  and  evidence  as  belong  t^the 
firft  head,  it  appears  to  your  Committee  that  the  firitifh  govern- 
ment, aduated  by  the  moft  liberal  motives,  from  the  momeiit 
fhat  the  chance  of  war  had  made  the  prifoners  of  the  eneiny  ao 
objed  of  public  attention,  was  careful  to  provide  fuch  places  of 
confinement  as  were  moft  confident  with  the  internal  fafety  of  tfait 
coimtry,  and  the  general  accommodation  of  the  prifoners  them- 
fclves ;  that  in  every  inflance  the  mod  humane  regulations  were 
framed  for  their  treatment,  both  in  the  prifons  and  the  hofpitals; 
that  medical  attendcncc  of  every  kind  was  provided  in  the  todt 
ampit  manner;  that  every  reafonable  check  was  introduced againft 
fraud  and  itnponrion;  and  that  the  prifoners  themfelves  were  per- 
mitted, without  rclhaint,  to  appoint  infpe£lors  of  their  ovo, 
with  a  view  to  the  ji:[l  delivery  of  the  allotted  rations  ;  that  coiih 
plaints  were  far  frcm  being  difcouragcd;  and  that  the  contra£tofs, 
whenever  liable  to  ccnfurc,  were  rigbroufly  proceeded  againft 
and  punifhed  :  and  as  the  bed  proof  that  the  prifoners  hadcaufo 
to  be  fatished  with  their  treatment  in  mod  indanccs,  the  tuBC 
Contraflors  as  were  employed  by  our  government,  have  bcco 
continued  Gnce  the  fuperinten dance  has  been  transferred  to  agents 
appointed  by  the  Direilojy  of  France. 

It  appears  that,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war  to  the 
id  of  January  1796,  the  care  of  tlie  French  prifoners  was  vefbi 
in  the  Conimiffioncrs  for  Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen.  Tbcpiin* 
cipal  prifoFis  in  England  were,  Portchcder  and  Forton,  near 
Portfmouth;  Plymouth;  Staplcton,  near  Bridol;  Norman Crofs, 
near  Stilton,  was  not  built  till  April  1797;  Liverpool;  Roftof 
and  Kerj^uillack,  between  Pcnryn  and  Falmouth  ;  bcfides  other 
places  of  temporary  confinement,  and  priG^n-fliips  at  diffinreot 
ports.  The  rti!;ulations  adoptt-d  were  the  fame  as  in  the  twolaft 
wars,  both  with  refpedt  10  prifoners  in  health,  and  the  fick.  The 
daily  rations  of  pr.  vi lions  for  pri Tuners  of  the  former  defcriptioo 
were,  one  quart  of  beer,  one  pound  and  half  of  bread,  one  third 
of  an  ounce  of  f.tlt,  three  quarters  of  a  pound  of  beef*  except  oD 
Saturdays,  when  four  ounces  of  butter  or  fix  of  cheefe  were  fob* 
dituicd;  half  a  pint  of  pcafe  four  days  a  week.  When  greeni 
were  ilfued  in  lieu  of  peaJl-,  each  man*s  allowance  was  one  pooni 
of  cabbage,  flrippcd  of  the  Ualk,  and  fit  for  boiling, 

Thtfe  rations  varied  occafionally,  as  circumdances  reqnirel 
In  May  1795,  on  account  of  a  temporary  fcarcity  of  frcfli  beef, 
it  was  withheld  two  days  in  the  week,  and  fahed  provifzons  fup* 

^  plkd 
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piled  in  lieu ;  and  in  Auguft  1 795,  on  account  of  a  fcarcity  df 
bread,  the  quantity  of  that  article  was  diminifhcd  for  a  uine»  but 
the  deficiency  was  made  up  by  additional  pulie  or  vegetables. 
Upon  any  complaint  of  confequence,  a  vidtation  was  made  by  a 
Commillioner  of  the. Board,  to  the  fpot  where  the  complaint 
arofe,  for  the  fake  of  inquiring  into  it^  and  if  welt  founded  it  was 
iofiantly  redrefled. 

As  an  additional  check  upon  the  agents  and  contmAors,  among 
the  rules  which  were  hung  up  within  the  prifon,  in  the  language 
of  the  prifoners,  was  a  fcheme  of  the  rations  of  provifions,  which 
were  iubjeft  to  the  infpe£lion  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
prifoners,  and  feledcd  from  themfelves*  A  contractor  at  Fal- 
mouth, who  had  failed  in  his  engagement,  was  fentenced  to  be 
imprifoned  fix  months  in  the  county  gaol,  and  to  be  fined  300A 

The  agents  and  furgeons  at  all  the  different  prifons  were  fur* 
niflied  with  inftruClions,  from  which  they  were  in  no  inftance  to 
deviate,  without  applying  to  the  Sick  and  Hurt  Board.  In  addi* 
tion  to  the  prifon  furgeons,  others  were  feledlcd  by  the  Board  from 
among  the  prifoncrs;  and  tea,  fugar,  fruit,  and  porter,  having 
been  added  to  the  diet  for  fick  Britifh  feamen  in  our  hofpitals, 
the  (ame  articles  were  added  to  the  diet  for  fick  French  prifoners. 
In  the  prifous  each  man  was  allowed  a  hammock,  paillaOe,  bol- 
fier,  and  blanket  or  coverlet.  The  draw  of  the  paillafTc  aiid 
bolftcr  was  changed  as  often  as  occafion  required.  The  bedding 
in  the  hafpitals  was  the  fame  as  in  the  hofpital  for  Britifli  feamen* 

In  December  17959  Mr.  Charretic,  a  Frenchman,  who  had 
refided  fome  years  in  thib  country,  was  appointed  by  the  French 
government  their  agent  for  the  care  of  l«rcnch  prifoners.  He 
was  furnifhed  by  the  Tranfport  Board  with  the  means  of  inquiring 
into  the  (late  of  the  prifons,  was  fuifered  to  vifit  them  whenever 
he  thought  fit,  and  was  provided  with  lifts  of  the  perfous  confined 
in  them  as  often  as  he  required  it. 

On  the  t(l  of  January  1796,  the  care  of  prifoners  in  health 
was  transferred  to  the  Tranfport  Board,  the  fuperintendance  of 
the  hofpitals  (till  remaining  under  the  Sick  and  Hurt  Board.  The 
fame  regulations  were  obfcrved,  and  the  fame  allowance  of  pro« 
Tifions  adopted,  as  had  been  formerly.  Nothing  particular  ap- 
pears to  have  occurred  relative  ^to  the  prifoners  during  that  year. 
In  lanuary  1797,  orders  were  given  to  captains  fuperintending 
prifon-ihips  at  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth,  to  vifit  them  often, 
as  well  as  the  prifons,  to  hear  all  complaints,  and  to  report  once 
a  week  to  the  Admiralty.  In  March,  the  Board  ftated  to  Mx* 
Charretie,  that  the  French  prifoners  were  in  want  of  clothing 
(which  it  had  been  agreed  was  to  be  provided  by  France),  but 
faid  that  the  Board,  trom  motives  of  humanity,  had  fupplied 
a  conliderable  number  with  clothes,  and  requefled  him  to  urge 
Us  government  to  repay  that  expenfe*      No  anfwer  leems  to 

Vot.  VII-  3  U  have 
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have  been  returned  to  this  application,  nor  docs  it  appear  that 
any  clothing  was  provided  by  France.  In  June,  Mr.  Charreiti 
vifited  Portcheftcr,  where,  on  account  of  the  mutiny  which  tbch 
prevailed  in  the  Britifli  fleet,  and  a  fufpicion  that  the  mutineerf 
meant  to  put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  prifoners,  who  betrayed 
a  ftrong  difpofuion  todidurbance  and  infurredion,  it  was  thoaght 
neceflfary  to  entorce  (Irider  difcipline.  It  was  found  requiutt 
for  this  end  to  prohibit  the  market  which  had  been  allowed  to  be 
held,  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  it  in  the  power  of  the  prxfoiun» 
by  difpofmg  of  various  articles  which  they  manufaSured,  tofup* 
ply  themfelvcs  with  vegetables  and  other  little  comforts  at  thdr 
own  expenfe.  It  mufl  be  obfcrvcd,  that  they  had  their  ufual 
allowance  of  provifions  ;  but  fome  compbints  arofe,  from  impo- 
(itions  in  the  price  of  bread  and  milk,  which  were  clandeftiody 
brought  into  the  prifon  by  the  turnkeys,  and  fold.  Thcfe  C(»tt- 
plaint^  proved  trivial  and  of  no  importance. 

He  next  went  to  Plymouth,  where  the  only  complaint  hehearl 
tras  of  the"  quality  of  fome  of  the  provifions ;  but  this  was  rc- 
flreflcd  by  application  to  Captain  Lane,  the  fuperintCDdant  of 
prifoncrs. 

Your  Committee  beg  toobfcrve,  that  Mr.  Charretie  dates  as  a 
general  obfeivation,  that  the  provifions  fnrniflied  were  inferior  to 
the  price  paid  by  Government,  and  that  at  Falmouth^  particularly) 
they  were  eighty  per  cent,  below  the  contract  price  ;  but  he  pro- 
duces no  proof  or  document  whatever  to  confirm  fo  extraordinary 
an  aflertion,  and  differs  fo  entirely  from  the  other  evidence  before 
the  Committee,  as  not  to  be  entitled  to  any  credit. 

At  Falmouth,  he  dates  the  treatment  of  the  prifoners  to  hate 
been  negligent,  and  the  bread  made  with  bad  corn,  mixed  with 
chaff. — In  confcquencc  of  his  complaint.  Captain  Lane  was  fenj 
to  invefligate  the  matter,  and  reported  to  the  Board,  that  thecofi- 
traflor  had  fometimes  given  bread  of  inferior  quality,  but  ne>tr 
mixed  with  chaff: — that  whenever  a  jud  complaint  had  been 
made,  the  articles  were  always  returned  upon  the  contraAor^s 
hands,  to  his  lofs. — In  a  cafe  of  greater  importance  he  had  bceo 
profecuted.  As  the  agent  or  his  clerk  was  always  prefent  at  tk 
delivery  of  provifions,  and  the  fame  regulation  ot  a  comitoittee  of 
infpedlors  exided  there  as  well  as  at  other  prifons,  there  is  no  rti- 
fon  to  fuppofe  that  the  abufe  often  took  place.  Your  Committee 
beg  to  obferve,  that  the  Falmouth  prifons  being  thought  to  be  too 
far  from  the  fuperintendance  of  the  Tranfport  Board,  the  pri- 
foners were  removed  from  thence  about  the  end  of  the  year  1797* 

Mr.  Charretie  then  went  to  Stapleton  prifon,  near  Briftoli 
where  he  heard  other  complaints,  which,  upon  invedigatioOi 
proved  to  be  but  trifling  quarrels,  and  were  foon  fettled  by  a  Com* 
miflioner  fcnt  down  there. 

It 
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It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  the  whole  CQurfe  of  the  war, 
the  complaints  which  have  been  made  have  proceeded  from  the 
Frendi  prifoners  alone  ;  neither  the  Dutch  nor  Spanifh  priifoQers, 
who  were  fubjcdl  precifely  to  the  fame  regijIation9,  having  ever 
fliown  the  lead  difcontent  at  the  mode  of  treatment. 

About  Auguft  i797i  the  Tranfport  Board  s^gain  propofed  to 
Mr.  Charretie,  that  each  nation  (hould  clothe  its  own  country^ 
men,  and  afterwards  requefted  that  a  fum  of  money,  which  had 
been  remitted  from  France,  might  be  appropriated  to  fupplying 
the  French  prifoners  with  clothes,  of  which  they  were  much  in 
need.  The  Board  even  offered  to  fupply  them  at  the  c6ntra£t 
prices,  for  his  bills  upon  Hamburgh,  or  any  neutral  town. — 
Their  offer  was  declined  on  account  of  fome  objedtions  in  tBe 
colour  and  quality  of  the  articles. 

On  the  4th  of  September  a  revolution  in  France  took  place, 
and  fince  that  period  it  feems  to  have  been  the  objeft  of  the 
French  government  to  irritate  the  minds  of  their  countrymen 
flgainft  Great  Britain,  by  mifreprefentations  of  the  treatment 
which  the  prifoners  underwent  in  this  country.  A  paragraph 
appeared  in  the  PofllUon  de  Calais  of  Odober  16,  giving  a  falfe 
account  of  the  fituation  of  the  prifoners  in  Portchefter  CafUe: 
Ibis  wa|  contradided  by  the  agent  at  that  place,  as  well  as  by  a 
certi6cate  from  the  Engliflx  and  French  furgeons  employed  there  ; 
and  Mr.  Charretie  himfelf,  being  called  upon  by  the  Tranfport 
Board  to  refute  this  calumny,  acknowledged  the  falfehood  and 
impropriety  of  the  paragraph. 

Mr.  Charretie,  however,  appears  to  have  wifhed  to  fecond 
itiefe  views  of  the  French  government ;  for  in  November  he  wrote 
to  the  Commiflion  of  Exchange  at  Paris,  ftating,  that  at  Norman 
Croft  prifon,  out  of  nine  thoufand  prifoners  confined  there,  three 
rtioufand  were  iick  for  want  of  clothes,  and  other  necefTaries. 
This  reprefentation  produced  a  (Irong  efFed  in  the  public  mind  in 
France  againft  this  country  ;  but  upon  the  Britifh  agent  inquiring 
into  the  truth  of  the  ftatement,  Mr.  Charretie  was  induced  to 
contradid  his  own  afTertion. — From  the  Evidence  of  Captain 
George,  FirflCommiffioner  of  the  Tranfport  Board,  andthecer*- 
tificates  of  the  furgeons  at  Norman  Crofs,  it  appears  that  the  pri- 
Gm  at  that  place  was  not  capable  of  containing  pytn.  fix  thoufand 

Cribnert;  that  there  were  at  that  time  about  five  thoufand  two 
undred ;  and  that  the  fick  then  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
ninety-four,  including  twenty-four  nurfes,  and  never  hud  amount- 
;d  to  above  two  hundred  and  fixty.  It  mud  be  obferved,  that 
N^r.  Charretie  had  the  means  of  knowing  all  this,  and  that,  pre- 
vious to  fending  this  account  to  France,  he  did  not  apply  to  the 
Board  on  the  fubje£t,  though  he  was  a£lually  in  London  at  the 
time.     He  acknowledged  that  he  was  furnifhed  with  a  lift  of 

2  U  a  perfohs 
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pcrfons  confined  at  each  prifon,  whenever  he  required  h,  h  that 
he  might  eafily  have  afcertained  the  falfchood  of  his  aflertion. 

Your  Committee  fee,  with  much  concern,  the  ne^fpapcrsof 
this  country  lending  themfelves  to  the  views  of  the  enemy.  They 
muft  recall  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  paragraph  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Courier  of  January  2o,  relative  to  the  treatment  of 
the  prifoners  at  Liverpool,  which  produced  an  invelligation  by  the 
mayor  and  magiflrates  of  that  town,  and  a  report,  in  the  higheft 
degree  fatisfa£lory  to  the  feelings  cf  the  perfons  concerned.  It 
was  with  the  fame  object  of  irritating  the  French  againft  this  ra- 
tion, that  the  papers  were  (luck  up  in  different  towns  of  France, 
as  appears  in  evidence  before  your  Committee,  afllcrting  that  the 
prifoners  in  England  were  fed  with  dead- cats  and  dogs  ;  and  (hat 
when  a  perfon  at  Nantes,  who  was  lately  returned  from  itnpr?- 
fonment  in  England,  contradided  this  account,  he  was  ordered  to 
hold  his  tongue,  and  not  difputc  the  aifertion  of  his  government. 

The  Britilh  government,  being  aware  of  the  mifreprefentatioos 
and  groundlefs  calumnies  concerning  the  treatment  of  Frmdi 
prifoners  in  England,  which  were  induftrioufly  propagated  in 
France ;  and  having  received  the  mofl  afHiding  accounts  of  the 
accumulated  hardfhips  and  fuiTerings  of  its  own  countrymen  iothf 
French  prifons  ;  taking  alfo  into  confideration  the  circiimflalicct 
of  Mr.  Charrctic  being  allowed  without  rcftraint  to  vifit  the  prin- 
cipal depots  of  prifoners  in  England,  while  Mr.  Swinburne,  k 
far  from  having  accefs  to  his  own  countrymen  in  France,  w*$ 
adiually  confined  to  one  fmall  town ;  feeing  no  end  alfo  to  the 
evafivc  condudl  of  the  French  government  in  re fpeft  to  the  ex- 
change of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  was  induced,  in  Odober  i797i  ^ 
make  to  the  French  government  a  propofal,  well  calculated,  h 
the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  for  remedying  all  the  abow 
evils;  viz.  That  in  future  each  nation  (hould  take  upon  itfelf  the 
care  of  clothing,  viclualling,  and  providing  medical  attendance 
for  the  prifoners  of  its  own  country:  this,  it  was  added^  wOuM 
prevent  the  poflibility  of  any  fufpicion  of  ill  treatment  oil  eiiber 
fide.  It  was  further  fignificd,  that  if  tlie  French  returned  no 
nnfwer  to  this  propofal,  and  perfllled  in  their  mode  of  treatment 
of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  (as  will  be  explained  in  the  third  head  of  this 
Report),  his  Majcfty  would  feci  himfelf  under  the  difagneeaUc 
neceflity  of  reducing  the  allowance  hitherto  granted  to  all  French 
prifoners  (which  was  equal  to  that  of  Britilh  foldiers)  to  tke 
limits  ftilflly  nccefTary  for  their  fubfiftence ;  even  that,  it  wtf 
Hated,  would  be  preferable  to  what  too  many  of  his  fubjeds  hid 
in  the  prifons  of  France. 

No  anfwer  was  given  to  this  humane  propofal:  a  fccond  appli- 
cation was  therefore  made  to  the  French  government ;  but  that 
being  alfo  attended  with  no  efFeft,  on  the  ift  of  December  the 
rations  of  provifions  of  the  French  prifoners  were  reduced.    The 
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daily  allowance  was  one  pound  of  bread,  half  a  pound  of  bcef^ 
one  quarter  of  a  pound  of  pcafe»  one  third  of  an  ounce  of  fait. 
WiMin  greens  were  iifued  in  lieu  of  peafe,  half  a  pound  of  cab- 
bage, fit  for  boiling,  was  allowed  for  c^ch  man. 

This  fcverity  feems  to  have  produced  a  good  cffedl;  for  the 
French  government  were  at  laft  induced  to  accept  the  propofal  i 
and  Mc.  Gallois,  who  came  to  England  foon  afterwards  as  fuc- 
ceflbr  to  Mr.  Charretic,  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  NettcsieDt, 
to  whofe  fpecial  care  the  fupcrintendance  of  the  prifoners  was 
entruftedy  the  expcnfe  being  defrayed  by  France.  It  appears 
from  evidence,  that  the  fame  fub-agents  are  employed  (except  in 
one  inftance),  and  in  general  the  fame  contractors  who  had  been 
^employed  under  the  management  of  the  Britith  government. 
The  daily  allowance  of  provifions  at  prefent  is  one  quart  of  beer, 
twenty-fix  ounces  of  bread,  eight  ounces  of  beef,  two  ounces  of 
cheefe»  or  one  otmce  and  one  third  of  good  fait  butter,  one  third 
of  en  ounce  of  fait,  half  a  pint  of  peafe,  or  half  a  pound  of  vege- 
tables: each  prifoner  is  allowed  monthly  half  a  pound  of  whita 
Ibapf  and  three  quarters  of  a  pound  of  tobacco  in  the  leaf. 

It  is  but  jtiftice  to  the  Commiilioners  of  the  Tranfport  Board  to 
lay,  that  they  have  (hown  every  difpofiiion  to  co-operate  in  alle- 
viating the  condition  of  the  prifoners,  and  that  fmcc  this  new  ar-  . 
ningement  has  taken  place,  they  have  allowed  Mr.  Nettement 
the  ufe  of  the  bedding  and  clothes  at  the  feveral  prifons,  and 
Cbey  have  rendered  him  every  aili (lance  in  the  execution  of  his 
ttfliice. 

In  entering  upon  the  fecond  head  of  their  inquiry,  namely,  the 
treatment  of  Britllh  prifoners  of  war  in  France,  your  Commit- 
tee feel  themfelves  under  difficulties  which  may  render  this  part 
of  tbeir  Report  lefs  fatisfadory  than  what  they  have  before  ftaied. 

Thefe  ditBcultias  arife,   firil,  from   the   obdacles  which  the 
French  government  has  always  interpofcd  to  prevent  the  Rriiiih 
vagent  from  vi Citing  the  prifoils,  and  which  of  courfc  have  prevented 
•him  from  obtaining  information  on  the  fuhjecl  of  the  treatment  of 
the  prifoners  fo  accurately  as  might  bcwifhed:    fecondly,  from 
-the  relu£iancc  which,  from  pcrfonal  motives,  fume  of  the  evi- 
dence examined  by  your  Committee  have  fhown  to  have  their 
' names  brought  forward:    and,  thirdly,   from  the  very  delicate 
ifiluation  of  thofc  adtually  in  captivity,  from  whom  alone  the  moil 
•^^rfc^  teftimony  could  have  been  derived,  and  who,  if  they  re- 
jtnained  unexchanged,  mu(l  expcdl  to  have  their  fufferings  in* 
Ctfcafed  in  confcqucnce  of  any  complaints  which  they  might  pre- 
fer, or  to  have  them  relieved  upon  terms  incompatible  with  their 
feelings  as  Briti(h  fubjcSs. 
r;     But  even  with   thefe   imperfe£b  means  of  information,   your 
•  Cofomittce  are  convinced,  that  fuflicicnt  will  appear  to  prove  the 
irigour  with  which  their  countrymen  have  been  treated,  and  the 
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iiniform  fpirit  by  which  the  French  governinent  has  been  afluatcd, 
contrary  to  the  pra6lice  of  the  civilized  nations  of  Europe  in  every 
former  war.     If  your  Committee  were  to  extend  their  inquiries 
fo  far  back  as  the  time  of  Robefpierre,  they  could  bring  forward 
evidence  of  atrocities  of  a  mod  (hocking  nature,  fuch  as  the  poi- 
foning  of  the  water  of  prifon  wells,  by  which  many  lives  were 
facrificed,  and  other  fimilar  enormities ;  but  as  the  tranfsdioDS 
of  that  period  are  but  too  well  known,  it  will  be  fufficient  to 
relate  what  appears  to  have  been  the  condud  of  the  French  to- 
wards their  prifoners  fincc  their  government  has  taken  a  more 
regular  form.     In  November  1796,  Mr.  Swinburne  was  appoint- 
ed agent  at  Paris  for  the  relief  of  prifoners: — he  fignifiedtothe 
French  government,  that  his  inftrudions  were  to  vifil  ail  thepri« 
fons,  and  adminider  relief  to  fuch  prifoners  as  were  in  need;  and 
although   he    added,    that    this  indulgence   was  allowed   in  the 
fulled  extent  to  the  French  agent  in  England,  yet  this  application 
-feems  to  have  been  totally  difrcgarded  or  evaded,  fo  as  to  predade  . 
him  from  the  means  of  obtaining  any  perfonal  knowledge  of  their 
Jituation  and  circumftancis.     How  ^r  the  language  of  conde- 
fcenfion   which   Mr.   Swinburne    ufcd   in   thefe  circumftances, 
might  contribute  to  increafc  the  haughtinefs  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, your  Committee  do  not  prefume  to  determine ;  but 
they  feel  it  a  matter  of  deep  regret,  that  a  condud  was  not  held 
during  that  period,  of  which  the  enemy  could  have  taken  lefs 
advantage.     The  firft  paper  relative  to  the  treatment  of  prifonen 
before  the  Committee,  is  a  letter  from  a  merchant  at  Dunkirk  to 
Mr.  Swinburne,    giving  a  melancholy  account  of  the  peribns 
imprifoncd  at  Air;  he  dates,  that  forty  fick  were  pent  up  in  a 
fmall  room  with  the  prifoners  in  health,  without  pcrmiflion  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  frefh  air,  and  that  numbers  died  daily 
from  the  filth  and  dcnch.     From  fubfcquent  papers  and  docu- 
ments it  appears  that  the  treatment  of  Britifh  prifoners  in  mflft 
of  the  prifons  was  bad.  "  At  Diuikirk  few  blankets  could  be  ob- 
tained for  them,  and  at  Amiens  none  at  all. — At  the  latter  plKC 
the  Britifli  agent  found  it  neccdary  to  order  bcddcads  of  rough 
planks,  raifed  from  the  ground,  to  protect  the  prifoners  from  the 
damp,  and  the  expenfe  of  which   was  defrayed  by  the  Britift 
government.     At  Pontanczan  prifon,  near  Bred,  fixty  maftersof 
merchant-ftiips  and  pallengers  were  confined   with  about  nine 
hundred  feamen ;  they  were  not  allowed  to  go  hito  the  optn  yard, 
and  their  confineinent  was  aggravated  by  the  brutal  behaviour  of 
the  coinmillary,  and  by  a  want  of  prcvilions  and  neccll'aries, 

A  declaration,  figned  by  three  refpeftablc  per fons,  confined  for 
four  months,  in  the  beginning  of  1797,  in  Pontanezan  prifoPi 
ftatcs  the  daily  allowance  fiuin  loth  January  to  have  been  fixtecn 
oimccs  of  bifcuit,  of  a  bad  quality,  full  of  vermin  and  inouldyi 

two  ounces  of  rotten  talt  beef  or  pork. — (This  allowance  ougM 

to 
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have  been  two  pounds  and  a  half,  but  a  mefs  for  fcvcn  peifuns 
\s  bccn  known  to  be  only  fifteen  ounces,  and  of  that  nearly  halt 
»ne.)  Their  peafc-foup  confided  of  hot  water  with  a  few  hoifc- 
:afe.  From  February  soth^  in  lieu  of  fixteen  ounces  of  bifcuit» 
•out  four  ounces  of  rice  were  delivered  out,  together  with  ten 
iDces  of  black  bread  ;  and  during  that  time  many  were  ill  and 
me  died,  which  was  attributed  to  the  copper  veflcis,  in  which 
e  rice  was  boiled,  not  having  been  properly  cleaned.  From 
^brtiary  ift,  in  hcu  of  fait  meat  frefh  meat  was  allowed,  which 
as  nothing  but  can  ion. — ^^Fhe  foup  was  made  with  the  meat 
fore  it  was  given  out. — No  vegetables  of  any  defcription  were 
livered  out  to  the  prifoners,  and  during  the  above  period  of  four 
onths,  at  leall  two  hundred  perfons  died,  chiefly  of  the  fcurvy, 
ifing  from  the  badnefs  of  the  provifions.  From  nine  hundred 
a  thoufand  were  confined  in  a  room  thirty  feet  wide,  and  from 
ree  to  four  hundred  feet  long;  one  hundred  daily  were  allowed 
go  into  the  open  air.  Accounts  of  firoilar  treatment  have  been 
peatediy  received. 

Remonftranccs. were  made  to  the  Commiflion  of  Exchange  on 
e  fcanty  allowance  of  provifions;  and  the  agent  was  anfwered, 
at  ^-^  If  the  fttuation  of  ;he  finances  of  the  republic  did  not  admit 
'  the  prifoners  receiving  the  whole  of  what  the  law  allowed 
em,  it  was  not  lefs  true  that  they  experienced  in  that  refpe£l 
le  benefits  of  the  folicitude  of  govertiment." 
This  evafive  language  affords  ilrong  ground  to  fufpe£l  that  the 
ftrefTed  fituation  of  the  Britifh  prifoners  was  not  without  an 
ijeft  on  the  part  of  the  French  government ;  and  this  fufpicion 
confirmed  by  its  appearing,  from  evidence  delivered  in  to  your 
ommittee,  that  every  effort  was  made  to  induce  the  Britilh  fea- 
en  to  go  on  board  the  French  fleet,  particularly  at  the  time  of 
e  expedition  againd  Ireland.  The  provifions  allowed  were 
irpofely  bad  and  fcanty,  the  confinement  rigorous ;  and  during 
is  ftate  of  fuffering,  the  pafEons  of  the  men  were  inflamed,  by 
ring  told  that  their  own  country  had  given  them  all  up  for  the 
ke  of  one  man  (Sir  Sidney  Smithj,  and  that  till  he  ifaould  be 
aerated,  the  firitilb  government  would  not  confent  to  an  ex- 
lange  of  prifoners.  All  efforts  were  ufed  to  inveigle  them ;  they 
ere  frequently  threatened  to  be  (hirved,  and  at  other  times 
juor  was  given  to  them,  and  advantage  was  taken  of  them  when 
[  a  ftate  of  intoxication. 

When  the  combined  force  of  all  thefe  various  temptatjonf  and 
citements  is  fairly  confidered,  it  cannot  be  matter  of  wonder, 
at  the  conftancy  and  courage  even  of  Britifh  feamen  fliould 
ive  fometimes  yielded.  Many  were  induced  to  enter  into  the 
rench  fervice,  under  the  hope  and  promife  of  being  landed  in 
eland;  and  feveral  applied  to  their  own  officers  (prifoners  with 
cm)  fox  leave  to  enter,  -but  were  refufed*    Tiuree  or  /our  huiw 

dred 
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drr J  were  debauchee}  into  the  fchemey  under  t]ie  expedation  of 
being  fcnt  home  for  exchange. 

it  might  perhaps  be  imagined,  that  this  arbitrary  and  unpriih 
cipled  meafurc  had  arifen  from  the  neccllity  of  the  moinenty  and 
the  want  of  feamcn  in  the  French  navy,  had  it  not  appeared  that 
it  ia  a  part  of  the  fyfteni  of  France  to  force  Aibjedts  to  kfH 
againft  their  own  countries.  And  here  your  Committee  oQinot 
iorbear  referring  to  the  inilruflions  given  by  General  Hoche  t» 
Colonel  Tate,  picvious  to  his  landing  on  the  coall  of  WalcSf  in 
the  beginning  of  1797  (and  which  were  found  on  his  perfon),  as 
feuding  to  explain  the  condudl  of  the  French  towards  their  pri- 
Ibners.  Colonel  Tate  was  ordered  to  encourage  all  defertersaod 
prifoners  to'enier  into  the  new  companies  (which  werq  to  be  com* 
RUinded  by  French  officers) ;  *'  iliould  fuch  prifoners  refufe,  he 
will  flwve  their  heads  and  eye-brows,  and  if  they  arc  takca 
again  in  arms,  they  are  to  Im:  ihot." 

The  fyllcm  of  ill  treating  and  of  opprcfling  prifoners  wai  110I 
confined  excliiiivtiy  to  the  Englifli  who  were  in  the  prifeas  of 
Pontanezan,  Nantes,  and  elfcwhere>but  was  extended  to  the  ofiken 
who  were  on  parole  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  coiirury.  Oo 
thcir  march  from  the  fca-ports,  they  were  not  only  obliged  topy 
their  own  expenfes,  but  were  alfo  under  the  neceility  of  defxayiag 
the  expenfes  of  the  guards  who  had  the  care  of  them* 

In  Oiilober  the  French  (lopped  the  allowance  of  clothing  to  the 
Kriiifii  prifoners,  and  about  that  time  Captain  Cotes  fucceedcd  Mr^ 
Swinburne  at  Paris,  with  orders  to  vifit  all  the  depots  of  prifoners 
in  France.  An  arrete  of  the  Dirc£lory  declared  that  he  fliouU  be 
allowed,  in  thedifcharge  of  his  duties,  all  the  accommodations  and 
facilities  which  the  French  commiirary  (hould  receive  in  LondoAi 
iiotwithlbnding  this,  when  he  applied  for  a  paifport  to  goto  Pon- 
tMrttzan,  he  was  informed  that  it  would  be  perfectly  unneGeiTaryi 
as  the  prifoners  had  orders  to  remove  to  the  depots  provided  fur 
them  by  the  uew  arrangement :  thefe  he  underllood  were  to  be 
rear  Pari^,  though  he  could  get  no  fatisfa£lory  anfwer  to  his  c^cf- 
iroR  on  that  fubjcft : — in  the  mean  time  the  prifoners  were  labour- 
ing under  heavy  diHiculties.  It  appears  that  they  were  at  the 
TTierry  of  the  Frencii  agents,  and^  among  other  hardihipSi  wbco 
t*u.*»r  proviiions  were  delivered  out  to  them,  the  liver,  lights,  }a^^h 
uudpdTi  of  the  horn»  and  even. the  oSals  of  bullock.^,  were  in- 
If T; Ivied  in  their  allowance. 

On  the  lit  February  1798,  the  new  agreement  took  p!acc>  by 
^  hich  each  government  was  to  maintain  its  own  countrymen.  A 
f*:herac  of  vifluallin^  was  fent  by  the  Tranfport  Board  to  Capw 
Cotes,  by  which  the  daily  allowance  to  each  perfon  was  one  ^uai^ 
ot  bctrr,  one  pound  and  a  halt*  of  bread,  three  quarters  of  a  poutxl 
tfi  h^xt  (except  on  Saturday,  when  four  ounces  of  butter,  or  (t 
Qt  checfe,  were  gi^cn  io  lieu),  «ic-tbird  of  an  ounce  of  fait  i  f^ 

times 
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llnfes  a  week,  half  a  pint  of  peafe,  or  one  pound  of  grcensr^  pre^ 
pared  for  boiling ;  each  prifoner  was  allowed  two  ounces  of  foap 
per  Week.  If  good  beer  was  not  to  be  had,  a  quart  of  found  cider 
or  a  pint  of  wine  was  given  in  lieu.  The  meat  was  to  be  deli* 
T^ttd  to  the  prifoners  in  clean  quarters,  hind  and  fore  alternately. 
Befffdes  this  allowance,  the  former  one  in  money  was  continued. 
Ail  Britifh  officers  in  the  fea  or  land  fervice,  on  parole,  or  in  pri« 
folly  were  to  be  paid  eighteen  pence  per  diem  in  lieu  of  ration  of 
l^rovifions;  and  all  other  ranks  entitled  to  parole,  nine  pence  ^r 
diemf  if  they  flioiild  prefer  fucii  allowance  to  the  rations. 

Captain  Cotes,  after  much  delay,  learnt  that  the  prifoners  were 
to  be  confined  at  Amiens,  Fontainbleau,  Beauvais,  and  Melun,  but 
be  was  pofitively  refufed  permiiTion  to  vifit  them  till  they  were 
nimoveri  to  thofe  depots ;  he  was  alfo  refufed  information  of  the 
probable  time  of  their  arrival,  before  which  he  was  not  to  enter 
upon  his  funflions.  It  was  promifcd,  on  the  6th  January,  that 
the  removal  fhould  take  place  foon,  but  on  the  9th  February  no 
lltepr  Ind  been  taken  to  that  effed,  nor  was  it  till  the  5th  or  6th 
of  March  that  the  prifoners  left  Pontanezan  prifon  on  their  way 

tb-Mclun. 

^  If  appears,  from  the  mod  authentic  documents,  that  they  were 
ill  able  to  undertake  a  march  on  foot  of  near  five  hundred  miles, 
and  that  their  111  treatment,  during  the  latter  period  of  their  cap- 
tivity, has  equalled  what  they  at  fird  fuffered.  Officers  of  rank 
aiid  common  foldiers  were  all  confined  together;  their  daily  allow- 
Mfee  about  two  ounces  of  pork,  and  fometimes  that  quantity  of 
flAf 'fifli  of  a  bad  quality,  and  their  bread  was  full  of  bran  and 
ftraw ;  and  from  the  fcarcity  of  food,  and  the  want  of  medicines^ 
mmibeFS  died  daily. 

;'  Thb  fick  and  dying  were  frequently  robbed  of  their  clothes  by 
the-mtteodants  of  the  hofpital ;  and  it  is  hardly  neccffary  to  add, 
that'whcnever  prifoners  were  landed,  they  were  immediately  plun- 
dered <A  their  money,  clothes,  and  valuables. 
'  Thiere  details  are  (hocking  to  humanity  \  bnt  your  Committee 
think  it  their  duty  to  lay  them  before  the  Houfe,  as  coming  within 
the  limits  of  their  inquiry  ;  truAing  that  the  care  and  attention  of 
the  Britifh  a^eAt  has  by  this  time  alleviated  the  futferings  of  the 
prifoners. 

Your  Committee  cannot  conclude  this  pari  of  the  fiibjcfl ,  with- 
out expreffing  their  opinion  of  the  great  and  important  advantage 
trifing'to  both  countries,  from  the  newly-adopted  fydcm  of  pro- 
viding for  the  prifoners  of  each  at  the  expenfc  of  their  own  go. 
vemments.  It  appears  to  be  a  mcafure  in  the  highell  degree 
ealculated  to  obviate  all  mifrcprefentation,  complaints,  and  re- 
trtminations,  and  to  prevent  any  incrcafe  of  animofity  bf*twcen 
twd  nations,  whofe  minds  are  fufficientiy  inflamed  againft  each 
efhci'  '   ' 
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The  third  and  lail  head  of  this  inquiry,  viz.  the  fltfps  taken  by 
the  Briiiih  government  for  the  eflablilhment  of  a  cartel  of  ex« 
change  ;  with  the  proceedings  in  both  countries  refpe&ing  Sir 
Sidney  Smith,  and  of  prifoners  on  parole  ^-^contains  much  matter 
which  is  nearly  connedled  with  the  two  former.    Your  Commictee 

m 

ho\/^ever  have  endeavoured,  for  the  fake  of  clearnefs,  to  keep  it  M 
a  feparate  part  of  their  inquiry,  though  they  will  be  oblig^,  ia 
fome  inftances^  to  refer  to  what  they  have  before  ftated ;  they 
wifli  to  give  a  concife  account  of  fa£ts,  without  turning  »he  attea- 
lion  of  the  Houfe  too  much  to  the  variable  and  flu£tuating  fenti-. 
inents  of  the  government  of  France,  which  have  interpofed  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  a  mutual  exchange  of  prifoners. 

In  May  1793^  when  the  Commiflioners  for  fick  and  wounded 
Seamen  had  the  care  of  prifoners,  all  officers  of  the  ufual  raok^ 
both  in  the  French  and  merchants'  fervice,  were  admitted  to  paidt 
upon  the  fame  allowance  as  during  the  laft  war,  viz.  one  (hiUii^ 
ftr  diem  to  commilTioned  officers,  and  fixpence  to  inferior  oSoefi: 
this  was  doubled  when  they  were  fick.  In  May  17941  it  was  in- 
creafcd  to  eighteen  pence  and  nine  pence. 

In  17949  after  the  fuccefs  of  the  Britifli  forces  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  fcveral  hired  tranfports,  chartered  by  the  Navy  BoanI, 
were  ordered  by  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  as  cartels  to  convif 
French  prifoners  of  war  to  St.  Maloes  in  France,  where,  upon 
their  arrival,  they  were  feized  by  the  French,  and  the  crews  onda 
prifoners  of  war. 

Notwithnandingthe  little  encouragement  which  this  violent  pr(^ 
ceeding  held  out  fur  promoting  a  cartel,  in  March  1 795,  Sir  Frede- 
rick Eden  was  fent  to  France  to  propofe  an  exchange  of  prifoners, 
upon  the  known  and  cuflomary  principle,  which  had  been  adopted 
between  the  two  countries  in  1780,  viz.  man  for  man,  and  rank 
for  rank,  or  for  an  equivalent  in  men  or  money.  The  pnipo£d 
was  referred  to  the  CommiiTioners  of  Public  Safety,  and  rejededy 
on  the  £!round  of  the  advantage  which  a  reftoration  of  prifonos 
would  give  to  (neat  firiiain,  which  was  (as  they  faid)  evidsndy 
in  want  of  foldiers  and  failors,  while  France,  which  carried  on  ths 
war  wiih  the  mafs  of  the  people,  had  more  forces  than  wereoe- 
cefTary  to  complete  the  conqueft  of  all  her  enemies. 

Nothing  particular  appears  to  have  occurred  on  this  fubjeAttO 
January  1  796,  when  the  Tranfport  Board  undertook  the  manage- 
ment  of  cartels.  Complaints  were  made  by  the  matters  of  csrtd 
ihij^s,  01  their  boats  being  taken  away  from  them  by  the  Fieacb 
)^M;rdihi{^s,  and  of  the  ihips  being  fent  back  immediately, emptj) 
\\  :t!un:;  regard  to  wind  or  weather.  Soon  afterwards,  Mr«Cbir« 
rtii'  cr.UTed  upon  his  funflions  as  before  mentioned,  and  aa- 
r.oiii'.ccd  himrdt  by  a  prupofal  to  the  Britifli  government,  that  all 
prito^eI^  of  both  nations  lliould  return  to  their  refpefiivecountiicsi 
Wi^  that  the  regulation  of  the  exchange  fhouid  be  deferred  till  die 
2  lecnra 
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f  peace.  This  prepofterous  and  unprecedented  propofal 
courfe  decideiily  refufed,  as  a  balance  of  more  than  five 
I  men  was  due  to  Great  Britain  upon  the  exchanges  which 
idy  taken  place.  Mr.  Charretie  promifed  that  the  French 
lent  (hould  keep  the  balance  down  as  much  as  pofliblet 
adhered  to  the  propofition  of  a  general  and  immediate  re- 
before  ftated)  without  regard  to  numbers, 
e  i8th  of  April  1796,  Captain  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  taken 
9  while  endeavouring  to  cut  a  veflel  out  of  the  mouth  of 
Cf  before  Havre.  The  neceflary  meafures  appear  to  have 
cen  for  eflfediuating  his  exchange  for  an  officer  of  equal 
nd  at  the  fame  time  the  French  agent  was  informed,  that 
dney  Smith  and  his  officers  were  releafed,  any  French  pri- 
F  the  fame  rank,  who  might  be  pointed  out  by  the  French 
lent,  would  be  exchanged  for  them  ;  Captain  Bergeret,  of 
;inie  frigate,  was  like  wife  allowed  to  go  to  France  for  that 
;  but  he  found,  that  though  at  firft  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was 
I  by  the  French  government  as  a  prifoner  of  war  taken  in 
;t  that  it  was  afterwards  thought  proper  to  confider  him  in 

light. 

event  feems  to  have  given  a  new  turn  to  the  negotiation 
ibjtSt  of  cartel  ;  one  fide  claiming  his  releafe  on  the  prin- 
the  law  of  nations,  the  other  wifhing  to  detain  him  upon  a 
on  which  they  have  never  thought  fit  fairly  to  define.  He 
veyed  to  Paris,  and  kept  in  clofe  confinement,  nobody  being 
acccfs  to  him  :  even  the  Swcdifli  miniller  met  with  a  re- 
rhen  he  applied  for  leave  to  vifit  him.  All  remonftrance 
)art  was  difregarded,  and  all  application  for  his  releafe  on 
leiTedual;  and  the  care  of  him  was  transferred  fometimes 
linifler  of  juftice,  ^nd  fometimes  to  the  minifler  of  marine, 
ng  never  to  be  perfe^Iy  determined  in  what  light  he  Ihould 
dercd. 

e  mean  time  Mr.  Charretie  perfifted  in  the  plan  of  a  full 
;e,  and  endeavoured  to  throw  the  blame  of  delay  on  the 
government,  for  adhering  fo  ftriAly  to  a  principle  of  ex- 
which  was  to  include  Sir  Sidney  Smith.  He  delivered  a 
mrhich  was  in  great  part  approved ;  and  in  order  to  facili- 
meafure  of  a  cartel,  and  to  remove  all  difficulties,  Mr. 
rne  was  fent  to  France  in  the  fame  charadlcr  and  capacity 
Charretie  had  been,  but  his  miffion  docs  not  feem  to  have 
defired  effeA. 

months  hanng  elapfed  fince  Sir  Sidney  Smith's  captivity, 
T  being  no  appearance  of  the  French  relaxing  in  their  fc- 
hey  Were  informed  (through  Mr.  Charreti6)  in  September, 
efs  he  (hould  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  privileges  ufually 
to  prifoners  of  his  rank,  all  the  French  parole  prifonerg 
laad  (hould  be  ordered  into  (IriA  confinement.     Various 
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attempts  \^crc  made  by  the  Britifli  government  to  bring  about  as 
exchange  of  prifoncrs,  and  the  moft  liberal  offers  were  made  for 
that  purpofe,  but  without  effcd. 

In  February  1 797*  Mr.  Swinburne  (igned  a  prelhntnary  conven- 
tion»  in  which  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  not  adlually  mentioned.  He 
agreed  to  the  propofals  of  the  French  government  in  every  refpeft, 
except  that  which  declared,  that  all  the  prifoners  in  polFeffion  dL 
the  power  having  the  greated  number  ihould  be  immediately  tt- 
leafed,  and  alfo  that  which  related  to  the  perfons  baniflied  from  the 
colonics;  both  which  fubjeds  being  left  by  him  ad  rtfenniiah 
were  coniidered  inadmiiliblc  by  the  Britifh  government,  and  tht 
convention  was  never  confidered  in  this  country  as  ratified 

In  order,  however,  to  meet  as  much  as  poilible  the  views  of  ihe 
French  government,  as  exprefled  in  thofe  two  articJes,  Mr.  Swin- 
burne was  directed  to  propofe  a  iUpulation,  that  the  power  poflfeff* 
ing  the  grcateft  number  of  prifoners  (hould  releafe  one  thoubiid 
over  and  above  the  balance  of  exchange  ;  and  that  if  thisfliouUbe 
confcntcd  to,  and  if  Sir  Sidney  Smith  fhould  be  included  in  a  pha 
for  general  exchange,  that  a  treaty  (hould  be  immediately  entexed 
into. 

In  the  beginning  of  April  Mr.  Swinburne  was  ordered  to  Fob- 
tainbleau,  by  a  decree  of  the  Executive  Diredlory,  which  flatedr 
*<  That  the  preliminary  convention  left  nothirig  to  bedonelMit 
the  meafurcs  required  for  the  execution  of  it;  and  thai  this  dr^ 
cumftance  rendered  the  prcfence  of  the  Commiirary  unneoeflarj  at 
Paris/' 

The  rcfolution  of  the  Britifl)  government  was  not  made  known 
to  the  Executive  DireSory  till  15th  Augud,  and  on  the  28th  tbcy 
decreed,  **  That  Sir  Sidney  Smith  ihould  be  confidered  as  a  prifooec 
of  war,  and  as  fuch  fufceptible  of  exchange,  and  might  be  ex- 
changed againfl  a  French  officer  of  equal  rank  ;  but  that  the  ex- 
change was  not  to  take  place  till  the  Britifh  government  (hould  not 
only  ratify  the  article  in  the  preliminary  convention,  which  bad 
been  before  objedled  to,  but  fhould,  in  confcquence,  fend  back  to 
France  at  lead  four  thoufand  French  prifoners  above  the  number 
that  might  be  exchanged  by  the  return  to  this  country  of  all  the 
Britifti  prifoners  then  in  France ;  and  that  this  advance  of  fouf 
thonfand  men  Ihould  not  be  accounted  for  till  a  peace  ihould  take 
place. 

This  propoful  was  eagerly  embraced  by  Mr.  Swinburne,  but  pf 
courfe  rcjcdlcd  by  this  country;  before,  however,  the  refufal  was 
known,  the  Dire6lory  took  a  ftep  which  left  no  doubt  of  their  in- 
tentions ;  for  they  palfed  another  decree,  allowing  indeed  Sir  Sidney 
Smith  to  write  to  the  Britifh  agent,  but  declaring  he  fhould  not  be 
at  parole  till  the  llipulations  of  the  preceding  decree  were  ratified, 
and  that  he  fhould  not  be  fent  to  England  till  all  the  four  thoufand 
men  had  returned  to  France* 

la 
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In  anfwer  to  the  Ripulations  contained  in  the  two  abo\'«r' 
mentioaed  decrees,  it  was  again  propofed  to  the  French  govern^ 
mcnt  to  eftablifli  a  general  cartel  on  the  liberal  terms  which  had 
been  before  offered,  and  they  werediflindly  informed  that  his  Ma- 
lefty  would  on  no  account  agree  to  exceed  the  number  therein  of- 
fered of  one  thoufand  in  advance  upon  the  general  balance  of  ex^ 
change ;  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  a  pofitive  demand  of  parole  was  made 
for  Sir  Sidney  Smith :  they  were  at  the  fame  time  aflTurcd,  that  un- 
teft  a  favourable  anfwer  was  received  before  the  25th  of  Novem- 
bttp  the  threat  which  had  fo  long  been  hung  out  would  be  put 
into  execution,  and  on  that  day  all  the  French  officers  on  parole 
in  England  would  be  put  into  clofe  confinement.  This  acconlinglj 
took  place  ;  and  the  French  government  having  (howcd  no  difpo- 
Gtion  to  relax  in  their  treatment  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  it  remains  fo 
at  prefent.  A  (hort  time  previous  to  this,  the  recall  of  Mr.  Swin- 
burne had  been  announced,  and  CaptaiA  Cotes  had  been  appointed 
ID  his  room.  In  one  of  his  firfl  interviews  with  the  commiilioners 
of^exchange,  it  is  curious  to  obferve,  that  they  infifted  upon  the 
balance  againft  France  (of  feven  thoufand  and  nineteen  men,  to 
January  ift,  1797J  being  done  away  by  the  convention  of  Mr, 
Sfvifd)urne9  though  that  convention  had  never  been  ratified  by  the 
BsitUh  government. 

. .  NolwitbAanding  the  repeated  refufals  of  the  Briti(h  govern- 
neat  to  accede  to  the  extravagant  demands  of  France,  yet  it  ap- 
pears that  another  attempt  was  to  be  made.  A  proposition  for  a 
general  and  immediate  exchange  was  made  by  the  French  govern* 
ment  to  Captain  Cotes ;  and  Mr.  Gallois,  who  came  over  to  Eng- 
land as  fgccelTor  to  Mr.  Charretie,  repeated  the  application  on  tlic 
fame  terms  as  had  been  repeatedly  rejeded.  As  he  did  not  appear 
to  be  authorized  by  the  Diredory  to  treat  on  any  other  terms,  and 
as  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  care  of  the  prifoners  (another 
agent  having  been  appointed  for  that  fpecial  purpofe\  his  prefence 
ID  this  country  was  deemed  unnecelFary  by  the  Britifli  government, 
and  till  he  Oiould  receive  an  anfwer  from  France,  he  was  ordcreil 
to  refide  at  the  didance  of  ten  miles  from  London.  He  iuuncdi- 
aiely  applied  for  a  paflport,  and  returned  to  France. 
.  Sech  is  the  prefent  ilate  of  the  negotiation  with  France  on  the 
fubjeA  of  a  cartel.  Your  Committee  mud  obferve,  that  after  tlie 
figning  the  preliminary  convention  of  17th  February  1797,  the 
French  began  to  fit  out  cartel  fhips  for  carrying  prifoners  to  and 
from  this  country  ;  and  in  the  fummerof  1797,  many  Britifh  pri- 
foners returned  from  France,  in  exchange  for  whom  Mr.  Char- 
retie was  indulged  with  pcrmiffion  to  embark  fuch  French  prifoners 
as  he  thought  proper  to  fele£t  ;  but  he  having  abufcd  this  permif- 
Gon,  it  was  neccifarily  difcontinucd  about  the  month  of  Augiilt, 
and  the  French  have  llnce  chimed  it  as  a  matter  of  ri^ht,  Tlic 
refult  of  the  fevcral  exchanges  which   have   taken  place  fincc 
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»ft  January  17979  either  on  Britifli  or  French  cartel  (hips,  i$| 
that  a  further  balance  of  two  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  men  is  due  to  this  country  fince  that  period ;  fo  that  the  total 
balance  in  favour  of  Great  Britain,  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  war^  is  no  lefs  than  ten  thoufand  and  fourteen  men,  including 
a  very  great  proportion  of  officers. 

Having  gone  through  the  different  heads  of  their  inquiry,  yoor 
Committee  have  come  to  the  following  refolntions : 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
charge  of  cruelty  towards  French  prifoners  of  war,  which  baibeen 
brought  againd  this  country,  is  utterly  void  of  foundation,  and  ip< 
pears  to  have  been  fabricated  and  induftrioufly  fupported  by  the 
enemy,  for  the  double  purpofe  of  juftifying  their  own  ill  treatment 
of  Britifh  prifoners,  and  of  irritating  the  minds  of  their  countiy- 
mcn  againft  this  nation. 

Rcfolvcd,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
Britifh  prifoners  of  war  confined  in  France  have  been  treated  with 
a  degree  of  rigour  and  inhumanity  unwarranted  by  the  ufages  oC 
war  among  civilized  nations. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
Eritifh  government  lias  always  manifcilcd  a  defircof  entering  upon 
a  cartel  of  exchange  on  the  moil  fair  and  liberal  terms;  that  it  km 
even  offered  to  accede  to  any  which  could  be  adopted,  confiftentlj 
with  what  is  due  to  individuals  and  to  the  nation;  and  that  thtf 
obdades  to  a  nt-gotiution  have  arifcn  from  the  extravagant  and  un- 
precedented dciiianils  of  France  ;  and  from  the  refufal,  on  our 
part,  to  abandon  the  cultomary  and  acknowledged  principle  of  the 
law  of  nations,  ^\inch  has  been  gruffly  violated  in  the  perfoflcf 
Sir  Sidney  Smiil). 


EA/rttff  from  the  cJfJdal  Orders  of  Cdoncl  Tate^  dcliverrJ  to  bimif 
General  H'^ihiy  ftcparatory  to  hi s  landing  In  IValts* 

TTHERE  vi\\\  be  flaccd  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Tale  I 

body  of  tro.'^pj:,  completely  organized,  lo  the  number  of  one 

thoufand  and  hitv,  all  rtfoliite,  determined  men,  with  whom  he 

may  undertake  any  ihinij:   they  arc  to  be  called  La  Jcconde  Legjsn 

des  Francs.   , 

The  dcftrij£lion  of  Diiflol  is  of  the  very  laft  importance,  anJ 

every  polfible  ciTort   Hiouk!   be  made  to  accompli fh  it.     For  this 

purpofe  it  will  be  piopcr  to  reconnoitre  the  mouth  of  the  Sevcm 

in  the  (iay-timc,  .nnd  to  fail  up  the  Avon  at  night- fall,  within  five 

miltrs  of  the  town,  wlierc  the  landing  Ihould  be  made,  on  the  ri^t 

bank,  in  ihe  f;rcatert  filcncc  ;  and  the  troops  being  fupplicd  with 

combudiblc  mutter,  Colonel  T;itc  is  to  advance  rapidly,  in  the 

dark, 
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lark,  on  that  fide  of  Briflol  which  may  be  toivlndward,  and  imme<« 
liatcly  to  fct  fire  to  that  quarter.  If  the  enterprife  be  conduced 
iffith  dexterity,  it  cannot  fail  to  produce  the  total  ruin  of  the  town, 
he  port»  the  docks,  and  the  veflfelsy  and  to  (Irike  terror  and  amaze- 
neat  into  the  very  heart  of  the  capital  of  England. 

The  expedition  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Tate  has  in  view 
:lvce  principal  objedls :  the  firft  is,  if  poflible,  to  raife  an  infurrec- 
:ion  in  the  country  ;  the  fccond  is,  to  intercept  and  embarrafs  the 
X)mmerce  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  third  is,  to  prepare  and  facilitate 
:bc  way  for  a  defcent,  by  diftradling  the  attention  of  the  E^iglifh 
^vernment* 

In  all  countries,  the  poor  are  the  clafs  moft  prone  to  infurrec- 
tion  ;  and  this  difpofition  is  to  be  forwarded  by  diftributing  mO' 
ney  and  drink,  by  inveighing  againft  the  government  as  the  caufe 
of  the  public  diurefs,  by  recommending  and  facilitating  a  rifmg 
to  plunder  the  public  {lures  and  magazines,  and  the  property  of 
the  rich,  whofe  affluence  is  the  natural  fubje£t  of  envy  to  the 
poor. 

It  is,  notwithflanding,  to  be  obfervcd,  that,  however  dcfedive 
nuy  be  the  morality  of  the  Englifli  people,  they  have  dill  a  rcfpedfc 
iot  the  laws  and  their  magiftrates,  even  in  the  moment  of  infur- 
n£Uon  ;  it  will  be  therefore  advifable  to  fpare,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible>  the  property  of  thofe  who  may  be  in  any  civil  fundion,  and 
even  of  the  country  gentlemen  ;  and  all  impofitions  (hould  be  laid 
OB  the  peers,  the  men  of  rank  and  high  fortune^  the  clergy,  thofe 
liho  ferve  as  officers  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  efpecially  in  the 
aailitia  \  of  all  Aich,  the  country  feats,  farms,  woods,  cattle,  and 
oorn,  (hould  be  given  up  to  be  plundered  by  the  people.  Thefc 
predatory  excurfions  (hould  be  made  in  different,  and  even  diftant 
quarters,  by  detachments  of  two  or  three  hundred  men  each. 

The  commerce  of  the  enemy  in  the  country  is  to  be  interrupted 
by  breaking  down  bridges,  cutting  dykes,  and  ruining  caufeways, 
which  is,  at  the  fame  time,  eflentially  neceflary  for  the  prefervation 
ef  the  army;  by  plundering  all  convoys  of  fubfiftence,  the  public 
ft^ges  and  waggons,  and  even  private  carriages ;  the  cutting  off 
the  fupplies  of  provifions  from  the  principal  towns,  burning  all 
irejlels  and  boats  on  the  rivers  and  canals,  deflroying  magazines, 
fetting  fire  to  docks  and  coal-yards,  rope- walks,  great  manufa^lo* 
ties.  Sec.  Sec,  It  is  to  be  obfcrved  likewife,  that  by  thefc  means 
a  crowd  of  artifans  will  be  thrown  out  of  employment,  and,  of 
co|irfe,  ready  to  embark  in  any  meafure  which  holds  out  to  thein 
fubfiftence  and  plunder,  without  labour  or  fatigue. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  expedition  will  likewife  be  materially  for- 
warded by  difarming  the  militia,  by  burning  the  arfenals  in  the 
la>  ports,  by  (lopping  the  couriers  of  Government,  by  fcducing  the 
eocaiy's  troops  to  dcfert,  and  by  the  tcrrer  which  the  fuccefs  of 

the 
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ift  January  1797,  «itl.-  /"Id/oirj-Xvillarrt  tetalk 

that  a  further  balr  ,v  '        " 

five  men  ii  due  to  ^:-r;'->flcraIiy  as  poffiWc,  the  legion 

iMlan^e  in  favoi-  ^-  C-^f/iaving  fettled  a  common  «n^ 

the  war,  is  no  ^,  ^  "vn^^i^/e  «wrj'  four,  fix,  or  eight  <tiys. 

a  very  great  p-         ^. .-;       ^'.--i^  10  ferve  is  guides,  and  any  who 
Having  go-  -    _^ .^^;,y.-  ^  ^^ .  (^e  magiftrates,  or  fome  of 

tommitiee  ..'^-^^X^'fl  be  employed  in  preference,  on  ihii 

Refolved         .^■^V'::.'/^^^      or  punifti  the  others. 

chargeofr        ^.^P'tr'^^lt  thofe  who  join  the  legion,  are  to  be 

brought  r       /r^^fi^^hetever  the  legion,  or  any  of  its  co- 

peari  tc       "jir^^j'/rte  neighbouring  pariflies  do  not  give  iiiltatit 

*?™7'       v^*r'*i*f4  "f  the  enemy,  whether  by  ringing  of  belli, 

Of  On         ■y:^^ff7i':  to  be  t;iven  up  to  fire  and  fword. 

*"*"        F--'Jf<^,wil\  not  omit  to  obferve,  ihat  (here  arc  in  England 

_,  .  'I'vW^^ncli.  who  I'.-ill  be  eager  to  join  liini,   fiich  as  pri- 

aiif^'fi''  '^''''^"  ^'"^  failors.  privates  in  the  Englilh  eini- 

*  ^f'-gjCitii,  ami  a  crowd  of  others,  whom  want,  and  the  ds- 

^         -^y^tfBincc,  willdraw  lohisftandard.     He  may  admit  fuch 

f'  Mtf  '"**'  '^*^  '^5'""  i  ^'-"  ''C  ^^i"  obfcrve  to  be  on  hij 

ff'!  jfiti  the  new-comers  may  not  raife  cabals  or  fadions,  efpe-' 

p''f'ii  i\ittc  (huulil  be  among  them  any  nobles  or  prieils,  whwe 

iko"  '*  ""'y  '"  ^  exceeded  by  their  cowardice.     Siiould  any 

J^^jiii-mpt  be  made,  he  will  take  care  to  piinift  it  mod  fei'erdv; 

fulnnc'  Tate  w  i!l  t-nconrage  all  dtfi-rters  and  prifoncrs  to  enter 

.  ^  l^c  nc'.i  companies  befure  mentioned  :  Ihonld  fuch  prifontn 

ff(a(e,  he  will  (have  their  heads  and  eye-brows  ;  and  if  they  i« 

ijten  n^ain  in  arms,  they  are  to  be  Ihot. 

(SigncdJ  L,  Ho  CHE. 


To  C^hnd  7c.tc,  bh  h':s  military  Opcrnthns  and  Afarthft. 
WITHholdncTs  and  intelligence  combined,  you  may  eafilypor'^ 
fcfs  yiititlVir  ot  Cl.ulior  ur  Liverpool,  which  you  will  ruin,  by 
burning  llio  ma^;tziiie¥,  and  filling  up  the  pons,  or  at  leaft  you 
inuy  cut  iiA'  all  commiiuicatiun  bt-tMten  thole  cities  and  the  iiUc- 
liiir.  There  is  atinther  tibjccl,  which  llioiild  likcwife  decide  p)ii 
to  t-nlcr  ihi'lc  coiiiitics,  as  you  will  be  joined  there  by  two  other 
cdIuuuis  of  Krenclt  troop-;,  to  which  yon  will  unite  that  under -yout 
comuuj^d,  it   the  General  commanding  the  expedition  in  cliic^ 

ij,.,ii  djif>-  it. 

Ill  or,Lr  to  fpread  the  confternarion  and  afionilhtnent  asinde 
a-.  p:i!iibL,  alii;!-  the  ildlriidion  of  Liverpool  (for  this  point  i» 
cai'il;:!',  vou  mull  follow  your  blow,  and  feize  upon  fomc  fapl' 
t.ivMi  [^r  ka  port  oil  that  coall,  which  you  will  lay  under  co&- 

liibuii'jn. 

Your 
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if  OUT  foldiers  are  to -carry  nothing  with  them  but  their  arms^ 
•Tiinunition^  and  bread  ;  they  will  find  every  where  clothes*  linen* 
and  flioes ;  the  inhabitants  may  fiipply  your  wants»  and  the  feats 
of  the  gentry  are  to  be  your  magazines. 

In  cafe  your  pofition  (bould  be*  at  laft.  no  longer  tenable,  or 
that  fupertor  forces  ftiould  compel  you  to  quit  the  country  bor» 
deriag  on  the  Channel,  you  muft  not  loTe  an  tnftant  to  join  two 
French  parties  fent  into  the  counties  of  York|  Durham,  and 
Northumberland.  In  that  cafe,  you  mud  fend  me  notice  into  Ire- 
land, that  I  may  be  enabled  to  execute  a  diverfton  in  your  favour. 
An  officer  in  difguife  may  reach  me,  cither  by  feizing  a  fifhing- 
boat  on  the  coaft  of  Wales,  or  eife  by  the  route  of  Scotland. 

(Signed)  L.  Hoche. 


JEirictttive  Dire^ory. — Decree  of  the  iT^ih  Thermidor  (Augujl  2)# 

^V^HE  Executive  Dirc£tory  having  heard  the  report  of  the  tsa^ 
T"  nider  of  marine  and  the  colonies;  and  confidering  that  the 
Mvs  recently  arrived  from  the  French  colonies  and  the  con- 
tineat'of  America,  leave  not  a  doubt  that  the  French  cruifers,  or 
^IhK  Joi^ifant  French  cruifers,  have  infringed  the  laws  of  the  re- 
fnMie  with  refpcA  to  prizes  ;  confidering  that  foreigners  and  pi^ 
mat  have  abufed  that  latitude  allowed  in  Cayenne  and  the  An- 
iQlea  to  neutral  vefTeis,  cither  armed  or  mercantile,  by  cloaking 
vader  the  French  flag  their  exadions,  and  violation  of  that  refpe£k 
doe  to  the  rights  of  rutions,  as  well  with  regard  to  the  perfons  as 
th0'|irepcf  tiel  of  allies  of  neutral  powers  ;  decrees, 

Art.  I.  That  in  future  there  fliall  not  be  delivered  in  the  co- 
lonies of  America,  any  letters  of  marque  or  reprifals,  or  permiflions 
to  arm,  either  as  privateers  or  as  armed  merchantmen,  except  by. 
t1|e  particular  aflfcnt  of  the  Diredory  themfelves,  who  are  nor 
permitted  to  delegate  their  power  to  any  one,  and  who  (liall  not 
eieerctfe  the  privilege  veded  in  them,  but  in  favour  of  thofe  whofe 
nriaciples  they  (hall  be  acquainted  with,  and  who,  moreover,  fliall 
lie  bcrund  to  conform  to  all  the  laws  relative  to  prizes,  and  cfpe*- 
dally  to  that  of  the  id  October  1793. 

I'l.  All  letters  of  marque  orreprilal,  or  permiflions  granted  in 
tfie  colonies  of  America,  by  the  particular  agents  of  the  Di- 
reftory,  or  other  civil  and  military  agents  under  their  ordcis,  to 
arm,  either  as  privateers  or  armed  merchantmen,  are  coniidercd  as 
of  noeffed  after  the  thirtieth  day  from  the  publication  of  this  pre- 
|i^i  jieeree  in  the  French  colonies. 

''411.  Every  agent,  or  perfon  under  him,  in  any  of  the  neutral 
pofleflions^  whofe  duty  it  is  to  judge  of  the  validity  of  the  prizes 
aude^by  French  cruifers,  who  Q^all  he  fufpe^cd  of  having  any  in« 
:VoL.  Vij[.  3Y  v^^vS^x 
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MMfty  dire  A  or  indircA,  in  any  of  the  privateere  or  armed  iner- 
chantmen,  (hail  be  immediately  recalled. 

1  V«  The  particular  agents  of  the  Exacutive  DiicAory  at 
Cayenne,  St,  Domingo,  and  Guadaloupe,  fliatl  be  cavefol  ftat 
the  i'nterefts  and  property  of  neutral  vellels  are  fcrupuioirfly  at- 
tended to ;  and  in  no  cafe  Ihall  they  difpofe  of  the  cargo  bur  at  a 
fair  valuation^  and  to  the  entire  fatisfadion  of  the  conmBAtg 
fmrties* 

V.  The  faid  particular  agents  of  the  Executive  Dire&ory,  the 
commanders  of  all  the  fliips  of  the  republic,  the  confuk,  theme* 
confuls,  and  all  others  invefled  with  powers  to  this  effeAj  fliall 
arreft  and  punifh,  conformably  to  the  laws,  all  thoTe  who  flali 
oppofe  the  prefent  decree,  which  ihall  be  printed  in  the  bulletin  of 
the  laws,  and  with  the  execution  of  which  the  minifters  for  foreign 
affiirs,  of  the  marine^  and  of  the  colonies,  are  changed. 

(Signed)  MfiRLiN,  Prefident. 

LAGAKDEt  Sec«Gtn. 

* ■  ■  >  ■!    li. 

Lettir  from  the  Miniftif  for  Foreign  Jffmrs  to  Mr.-  Gmff^  Em&f 
from  the  United  Siotis,  writun  on  the  Occafiom  rftrvifiiimng.hm 
bh  Paffport. 

Farts,  24tb  Affjfidtr  (Jafy  j  a),  M  jmr 
rf  tbi  Freneb  rtpuhlU^^  \ 

P'VER  (ince  I  have  flattered  myfelf,  Sir,  with  fulfillirig  the 
^-^  wifhes  of  the  Executive  DircSory,  by  ufing  my  eSbrti,  in 
conjundion  with  yourfelf,  to  eftablifh  a  good  underftaifding  be« 
tween  the  French  republic  and  the  United  States,  I  ha^  e'ridea- 
voured,  not  only  in  the  conference  I  have  had  widi  you,  but  ilfo 
in  the  courfe  of  our  correfpondence,  to  fmooth  the  road,  vrei|^dl 
the  advantages,  and  enter  into  a  full  difcuflion  of  whatever  was 
neccflary  to  convince  you  of  the  utility  of  your  prefence  at  Piuil; 
It  is  in  your  quaKty  of  envoy  of  the  American  government  that 
I  would  receive  you,  that  I  would  write  to  you.  it  depends  epon 
Tourfcff  to  be  publicly  acknowledged  by  the  Executive  Direflorjrt 
^Vithout  conforming  to  your  opinion,  as  to  the  alteration  whidi 
the  departure  of  MeiFrs,  Pinckney  and  Marfhall  has  producied  re- 
lative to  the  full  powers  to  xx^zt  feparately^  with  which  f  uader- 
fland  yau  were  invcftcd,  it  appeared  to  me  that,  in  the  fituationin 
U'hich  you  were  placed,  you  were  to  refer  the  queftion  to  yoar 
government :  and  in  the  interval  you  were  to  fettle  all  the  points 
in  difference,  by  a  calm  and  amicable  difcuflion  with  myfelf. 

I'his  procedure  was  the  more  natural,  inafmuch  as  fetting  afido 
the  certain  knowledge  your  government  had  of  the  offer  to  treat  with 
yon,  after  the  departure  of  your  colleagues.  My  note  of  the  28* 
Vcntofei  which  (hould  have  reached  Philadelphia  towards  the  ttA 

df 
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•f  Florealy  left  no  fort,  of  donbt  upon  xh9  fubjeft.  It  confataol 
three  objefis  perfeAIy  diflinA.  In  the  6r(i  place  it  pointed  out^ 
with  that  dignity  becoming  the  French  governmenty  the  mode  of 
redrefEng  the  complaints  of  the  United  States,  as  particularized  by 
their  envoys  on  the  28th  of  the  preceding  month  Nivofe.  It  then 
represented  the  motives  which  concurred  to  prevent  the  negotia* 
tion  being  concluded  with  the  envoys  colledively.  Finally,  it  f(i« 
lemnly  declared  the  conciliatory  difpofition  of  the  Executive  Di- 
refiory,  its  formal  defire  of  renewing  between  the  two  countries 
tbebaiids  of  their  ancient  friendfhip,  and  the  intention  of  treating 
wirii  you*  A  declaration  To  explicit  was  made  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe  than  to  furnifli  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  with  the 
in£ai)ible  means  of  an  accommodation.  It  was  a  pledge  of  fu« 
tiire  peace.  I  prefumed  you  would  not  delay  receiving  fimilar  in- 
ftniaions  from  other  powers,  if  they  were  neceflary ;  or  at  leaft» 
if  you  had  announced  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  your 
defire  of  returning  to  America,  that  another  envoy  would  have 
been  fent  to  have  confummated  the  happy  work  which  we  had 
the  fatisfardion  of  preparing. 

With  hopes  fo  juftly  founded,  were  conne6led  confiderations 
tipoh  the  inconvenience  of  your  departure.  I  have  made  you 
fenfibie  that,  notwithftanding  the  aflfurances  you  gave  me,  no  one 
can  believe  that  it  depended  wholly  on  your  own  will,  on  an  opi- 
nion of  the  invalidity  of  your  powers,  or  on  a  defire  of  entrufting 
the  care'  of  the  negotiation  to  other  hands.  I  have  intimated  to 
ypt»  the  conje£lures  which  were  raifed  ;  the  part  a£led  by  the  ca- 
jbinct  of  Great  firiiain,  which  fpares  no  means  to  reduce  France 
•ad  the  United  States  to  extremities  by  which  it  alone  hopes  to 
Bin^fit,  and  the  fufpicions  conceived  by  the  French  government.*— 

I  have  made  you  forefee  the  poflfible  confequences  of  them.  Many 
^cddents  have  already  retarded  the  union  of  the  two  republics. — 

II  is  allowed  to  that  one  which  fincerely  defires  peace  to  be 
idarmed  by  new  fears. 

•  .  Tlieie  confiderations,  of  which  I  ffaall  be  ever  proud,  have 
•oiade  me  refift  the  defire  you  have  fliown  to  quit  France.  You 
however  abfolutely  infift  upon  it  in  your  letter  of  the  226  of  this 
iqpath.  The  Diredory  has  in  confequencc  authorized  me  to 
Ifanfnaityou  the  paflports  you  require  for  yourfelf  and  the  veflTel 
which  is  to  convey  you  to  Havre.  You  will  herewith  receive 
them. 

May  your  return  to  the  United  States,  and  the  communication 
of  what  has  palTcd  between  us  fince  you  have  reprefented  your  go- 
vernmc m,  deftroy  the  injurious  opinion  entertained  of  the  hoftile 
4olentions  of  France.  You  have  often  repeated  to  me,  fince  you 
.iMrgccf  your  (ieparturc,  that  if  you  could  not  treat  as  an  envoy, 
■your  4^cfd  otiices  in  the  United  States,  in  the  capacity  of  a  citizen^ 
?    .; ;  3  Y  a  .  ihould 
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fliouk)  not  be  wanting.  You  cannot  render  the- two  countriet 
a  more  fignal  fcrvice,  than  in  contributing  to<pUce  thrir  poUlkatL 
and  commercial  relaiions  in  concordance  with  their  imcttdaQW' 
and  their  iiitcreft.  Aflbre  your  government,  that  the  Exccama 
Diredlory  perfcveres  in  the  intention  of  conciliating  the  dif^ 
ferences  between  the  French  republic  and  the  United  Staitey4s 
foon  as  a  fair  occafion  ihall  prelent  itfelf.  If  it  is  true  that^the 
difpofttions  of  your  government  are  corrcfpondent,  let  it  give  i 
proof  of  them,  and  be  afliired  beforehand  of  Aiccefs. 

You  cannot  diflimulate,  Sir,  that,  if  there  is  not  any  thing  te 
hinder  you  from  penifrngy  in  conjunction  with  me,  the  exaoiin* 
ation  and  conciliation  of  the  griefs  that  divide  the  two  countriesi 
there  is  no  occafion  of  delay  for  want  of  refpedive  ratificationi. 

Who  will  doubt  the  fincerity  of  the  French  government,  whea 
it  is  known  that  for  three  months  every  propofition  has  proceeded 
from  me ;  and  that,  faithful  to  the  engagements  made  in  imy  noie 
of  the  28th  Ventofe,  I  was  the  firft  feriouOy  to  prefs  the  nego-< 
tiation  after  the  departure  of  Meflrs.  Pinckney  and  MarfliftlW 

1  trufl  that  it  will  not  be  faid  that  the  refufal  to  treat  with  them 
was  a  denial  of  conciliatory  meafures,  when  the  refufal  w^s^k* 
companied  with  a  promife  to  treat  with  you ;  and  you  by  jour 
full  powers  was  authorized  to  treat  feparately.  I  will  notctoafe 
to  urge  this  point,  becaufe  it  is  the  bafis  of  the  opinion  the  gdvetlH 
nicnt  mud  form  ;  and  even  admitting  you  were  bound  by  ftCfrt 
leftridlions,  I  could  not,  at  leaft  in  my  own  mind^  oppofetktf 
which  1  did  not  know  from  any  other  oitenfible  fource  of  belief 
Yes,  Sir,  hardly  was  I  informed  of  the  departure  of  Mr^ 
Pinckney^  when  I  endeavoured  in  every  conference  I  had  with  yoo 
£o  puint  out  to  you  the  urgency,  the  convenience,  and  the  pofli- 
oility  of  an  aflive  negotiation.  I  collefted  your  ideas ;  they  dif- 
fered from  mine;  I  fought  to  reconcile  them.  I  was  about  to 
have  tranfinittcd  propolitions  to  you,  when  a  meflage  from  yoM 
government  arrived  at  Havre.  You  then  appeared  to  prepare  for 
your  departure  :  till  then  [  never  conceived  you  had  the  diefign  of 
embarking,  till  we  had  come  to  fome  agreement  as  to  the  deft- 
aitive  articles  to  be  ratified  by  your  government.  A  few  itf% 
after,  I  received  packets  from  Philadelphia,  the  contents  of  which 
inftanily  gave  a  ditferent  turn  to  my  correfpondence  with  ycu^ 
The  22d  Prairiat,  1  notified  to  you  that  the  difpofitions  of  the 
Executive  Diredory  were  the  fame,  and  I  requeued  you  todf- 
clare  if  you  were  at  length  in  a  fituation  to  negotiate.  The  3Wh 
Prairial,  I  tranfmitted  you  a  complete  plan  of  the  negotiation. 
The  9th  Meflidor,  I  lent  you  my  firft  note,  difcuffing  one  of  the 
points  of  our  treaties  which  had  not  been  executed  in  the  United 
Slates.  You  declined  anfwering  it.  The  i8ih  of  Metlidor,  I 
tent  you  two  others.     It  was  la  vain  1  accompanied  thefe  notei 
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whh  the  mod  cordial  invitation  to  enter  fpeedily  on  that  feries  of 
difiDiiiDon  indifpenlable  for  the  removal  of  our  grievances.  You 
hsve.ncx  even  given  me  an  opportunity  of  proving  to  you  this- 
liberaUiy  of  the  Elxecutive  Directory.  Finally,  you  have  never 
mrritten  except  on  the  fubjeA  of  your  departure ;  and  yet  it  is  the 
French  republic  that  is  accufed  in  the  United  States  of  not  wi(h- 
ing  for  peace. 

.  Perfidious  inftigators  will  infinuate  that  It  has  not  always  wiflied 
for  it.  I  will  refer  them  to  the  epoch,  when,  for  the  firft  time, 
fymptoms  of  difcontent  were  manifefted ;  that  is  to  fay,  on  the 
arrival  of  the  minifter  Genet  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  month 
Prairial,  die  ftril  year,  a  univerfal  joy  pervaded  the  United  States 
on  account  of  the  declarations  he  was  charged  to  make.  He  then 
e:iCprefl*ed  the  amicable  and  generous  intentions  of  the  French 
mverument,  which,  (trong  in  its  own  national  energy*  abftained 
ftoai  calling  forth  the  aid  of  allies.     Soon  fome  of  the  meafures 

Eve  umbrage ;  they  were  the  eifedls  of  a  zeal,  ill  adapted  to^ 
;al  circumftanccs,  and  unhappily  worfe  interpreted.  The  Pre- 
iideilt  made  his  complaints  to  France  at  the  end  of  the  fame  year^ 
The  Conunittec  of  Public  Safety  gave  immediate  fatisfadlion ;  and 
other  agents  arrived  at  Philadelphia  the  beginning  of  Ventofe,  the 
tepnd  year.  Their  inftrudions  will  bear  tht  light  of  day ;  they 
Wfre  not  to  intermeddle  in  any  party  matters ;  to  refpeSt  the  go- 
vernment, to  endeavour  to  maintain  its  neutrality  with  vigour,  to 
tCftrefs  whatever  might  tend  to  deftroy  it,  and  to  maintain  the 
rights  aflured  to  France  by  treaties.  Such  was  the  fubftanceof 
thMiy  ind  fuch  alfo  were  the  inftni£lions  given  to  the  minifter 
Adctp  who  replaced  thofe  agents  in  the  third  year.  Certainly 
nothing  could  be  more  pacific. 

In  the  mean  time  the  rights  of  France  were  infenfibly  neg- 
kAed;  the  moft  important  claufes- of  its  treaties  were  render^ 
iftC^mficant;  its  veilels  experienced  the  moll  ii.fcouraging  vex- 
alions.  England  enjoyed  in  fafety  the  advantage  of  the  neutrality 
of  the  United  States,  which,  with  regard  to  too  confident  France, 
became  a  fource  of  loiTcs.  A  tranfadiion  clandeftinely  carried 
•on  finifhed  the  fcene,  by  confccrating  to  the  detriment  of  a  friendly 
nation  the  pretcnfions  of  its  implacable  enemy.  From  that  time 
there  was  nothing  but  advcrfc  reprefentacions  between  the  Ame- 
rican government  and  the  miniiiers  plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
republic,  who  could  on  their  part  not  avoid  making  them :  no- 
thing but  a  correfbondence  in  which  acrimony  gained  ground 
more  and  more.  The  French  government  did  not  interfere ;  it 
lemained  quiet,  in  the  hope  that  the  felf-intered  of  the  United 
States  would  make  them  feel  that  England  was  drawing  them  into 
its  vortex.  Far  from  afliiming  an  hodile  atMtude,  it  affe£led  in- 
fiiSkiQncc,  in  order  to  manifeit  Its  patience  with  dignity.    The 
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crowd  of  complaints  which  pcmred  in^  compeHed  it  to  quit  tliif 
charadier.  It  dcclaicd  its  grievances  the  25th  Brumaire^'  iifih 
year ;  and  in  order  to  provoke  a  negotiation  too  long  defemdi  it 
pointed  out  in  the  treaties  between  Paris  and  London  the  moft 
proper  means  of  hallening  it.  No  view  of  aggrefliony  no  hof- 
tile  intention,  animated  it.  In  order  to  obtain  fome  jiifticc  from 
the  United  States,  it  placed  them  under  the  neceflity  of  detnatKi- 
ing  jufticc  themfelvcs.  Let  us  fee  if  it  has  refufed  any  honourable 
propofition* 

Mr.  Pinckney  had  fet  out  before  the  declaration  of  the  a5th 
Bnimaire,  which  fufpended  the  habitual  relations.  He  came  t9 
replace  Mr.  Monroe,  and,  like  him,  to  explain  and  palliatethe 
condu A  of  the  United  States,  without  any  fpecial  power  for  tho 
negotiation  demanded  by  France.  He  could  not  be  received^ 
fmce  he  was  not  in  a  fituation  to  fulfil  the  conditions  annexed  to 
his  political  fituation.  The  Prefident  of  the  United  States  thougbt 
it  his  duty  to  convoke  extraordinarily  the  Legiilative  Body.  I. 
will  not  recall  to  mind  his  fpeech  at  their  opening,  nor  the  tura 
the  debates  took  that  feilion,  but  I  will  fay  the  imprcflion  it  male 
at  Paris  very  unfavourably  preceded  the  arrival  of  the  envoys. 
This  circumdancc  alone  raifed  an  ob{hK:le^  which  (hould  have 
been  forcfcen  at  Piuladelpliia.  '^I^hc  envoys  themfelves  not  bring 
iviiling  to  comprehend  the  natural  effcA  of  this  kind  of  prefO* 
cation,  contributed  to  render  the  impreflion  nioro  lafting.  -,l4 
was,  however,  finally  fubordinate  to  the  primitive  dcfire  of  1 
fincere  conciliation.  Vou  will  find  the  proof  of  this  in- the  espe- 
ilient  fiiggcded  of  treating  with  you  feparatdy;  for  a  goveraoMt 
hollilcly  difpofcd,  \\Giild  not  have  adopted  fo  dcltcate^a  ftefli 
which,  at  the  ianic  time  that  it  prefervcrd  its  honour,  mainifelM 
its  pacific  intentions.  You  have,  Sir,  given  me  tt  underftandilhat 
it  would  have  been  proper  for  the  Executive  Diredory  td  hivt 
fiipported  the  drr^ijrntiuns  I  made  you  in  its  name,  by  d  change  of 
tlic  mcafurcs  which  ojiprejTed  the  commerce  of  the  United  Stitesi 
I  may  aiRire  yon*  that  your  government  would  have  aifured  this 
obj'^i^,  by  re-eltabliJlun.<  tlie  French  republic  in  tliofc  rights 
which  belonged  to  it  by  treaties.  But  let  us  be  lefs  fcrupulous, 
and  more  equitubir;  i«) wards  each  other.  Although  ihe  meafures 
of  France  aic  mnly  th-j  conrcqijence  of  thofc  of  the  United  States, 
you  mull  have  rcnuiked  In  my  piopv)ritions  of  the  30th  Prairialf 
what  the  intention  of  the  Kxccuiivc  Directory  is,  that  their re- 
fpcftive  pn.*ten!i<ins  Ihoulvl  be  ex:miineil,  and  collaterally  regu- 
lated. It  intend^;  hy  the  lame  adl  to  raifea  lafting  monument  of 
the  future  fricnJibip  of  the  two  republics,  and  the  jutliccthey  owe 
to  each  other ;  :md  no  idea  of  faife  glory  enters  its  mind.' 

In  takin<.j;  leave  of  yr)u,  Sir,   I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  yon 
to  oii'cr  you  a  tcIli»no{iy  of.  oiy  eltcem.     I  coukt  ao  otherwife^ 

fu 
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ib  riiBO  by  the  freedom  with  which  I  have  addrefled  you,  and  by 
exprefling  the  regret  I  feel  at  your  departure  under  the  prelcnt 
drcuuiftaiices, 

•  Receive  the  aflurances  of  my  perfeA  refpeA. 

(Signedj        Gh.  M.  'I'alleyrakd  Perico&d. 

P.  S.  of  the  a7th  Mcflidor.  A  very  ferious  circumftance.  Sir, 
luui  retarded  the  fending  this  letter.  1  know  not  bow  it  is,  that^ 
at  every  ftep  towards  a  conciliation^  fome  fubjeft  of  irritation 
jntervenesi  and  that  it  is  always  the  United  States  who  give  rife 
to  if. 

>  For  fome  days  various  advices  have  come  to  the  Executive 
Direftory*  It  feems  that  your  government^  overilepping  ail 
bonndsy  no  longer  nfes  any  precaution  to  cover  its  defigns. 
■  A  taw  of  the  feventh  of  iail  month  authoiizes  the  attack  of 
««ery  French  (hip  of  war,  which  fhall  ftop,  or  (ball  intend  to 
ftop  American  veflels.  A  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefent- 
tll^s  1\ifpendB  from  the  thirteenth  of  this  month  all  commercial 
itkltions  with  the  French  republic  and  its  ^pofleifions.  Many 
|llans  of  laws  have  been  propofed  to  exclude  the  f'rench,  and 
iMuefirate  French  property. 

<x'!^nie  forbearance  of  the  French  Directory  has  been  (hown  in  a 
Mmt^r  the  molt  unequivocal.  Perfidy  can  no  longer  throw  a  veil 
dverthe  pacific  difpofitions  which  it  has  unceafingly  manifefted. 

•  If  is  even  at  the  moment  of  this  new  provocation^  which  feems 
ina  Itave  it  no  honourable  alternative  but  war,  that  it  confirms  the 
aflbrances  I  have  made  on  its  part.  In  the  prefent  crifis,  it  con*- 
llMS  itfelf  to  a  meafure  of  fafety  and  prefervation,  by  laying  an 
imlliediate  embargo  upon  American  veflels,  with  a  provifo  to  in- 
Mahwfy  them,  if  it  can  be  done.  It  is  (lill  ready,  and  is  as  well 
iiljpofed  as  ever  to  terminate,  by  a  negotiation,  the  di£Ferences 
which  fubfift  between  the  two  countries.  Such  is  its  repugnance 
10  confider  the  United  States  as  enemies,  that,  notwithftanding 
their  hoftiie  preparations,  it  will  wait  until  it  is  irrciidibly  im« 
petled  by  adual  hoftilities. 

If  you  muft.  Sir,  depart,  at  Icaft  hafte  to  tranfmit  to  your  go-. 
vcrament  this  folemn  <leclaration. 


LHter  from  Mr.  Gtrry  to  tht  Miniftir  if  Foreign  Relations  of  tbn 

Frewh  Republic. 

Paris,  July  25,  1798. 

MR.  GERRY  having  feen»  in  the  Reda£leur  of  this  mornings 
^  publication  of  a  letter  to  him  from  the  miniftcr  of  foreign 
iKuf s  of  the  Fitndl  wpublic,  dated  the  24th  MclTuior,  rtquefts 

V  him 
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him  to  order  a  juft  tranflation  of  the  anfwer  dated  the  20th  of 
July  to  be  alfo  publiflicd. 

Mr.  Gerry  being  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  from  Parist  prN 
fumes  the  minifter  will  readily  comply  herewith,  to  prevent  par« 
tial  and  undue  reprefentations  againft  him  in  his  abfence. 


Jlir.  Gerrfs  Anfwtr  to  the  ATtnt/ler  of  Foreign  AJfairf  Letter  •/fif 

24/^  Meffidor^ 

Citizen  Minifter,  Paris^  July  20,  1 798. 

I  RECEIVED  on  the  ayth  Mcflidor  your  letter  of  the  24th 
(the  1 2th  of  July),  on  which  permit  me  to  make  fome  obfer- 
irations. 

You  allege  that  in  the  United  States  the  French  republic  is 
mccufed  of  not  wifhing  for  peace  ;  and  to  (how  that  it  was  always 
defirous  thereof,  you  recur  to  the  arrival  of  M.  Genet  in  Ame- 
rica. Far  from  accufations  of  any  kind,  I  wifli  to  cultivate  har- 
mony between  the  two  governments,  as  the  fulid  haiis  of  peace. 
From  that  epoch  to  the  departure  from  the  United  States  <a  Mr* 
Adet,  the  correfpondence  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate  of  the  Untld 
States,  with  the  French  minifters  in  America,  and  the  Americn 
minifters  in  France,  contains  the  hiflory  to  that  time  of  the  08* 
happy  differences  between  the  two  republics,  and  evinces  the  fiif^ 
cere  defire  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  amidft  the 
inevitable  embarralfments  refulting  from  the  convulfed  ftate  ef 
Europe,  to  prefervc  harmony  and  friendfhip  with  the  French  le- 
public,  and  to  perform  with  fcrupulous  attention  the  duties  ef 
neutrality.  If  by  any  unfortunate  events  France  had  fuftained 
injuries  during  that  term,  (iill  the  manifeft  difpofition  of  the 
government  o\  the  United  Stales  to  juftice  and  moderation,  was  a 
lure  pledge  of  rcdrefs. 

When  Mr.  Monroe  was  recalled,  a  minifter  was  fcnt  to  fupplj 
his  place,  and  you  fay  he  could  not  be  received,  becaufe  he  was 
not  in  a  fituation  to  fulfil  the  conditions  neccffary  for  the  renewal 
of  the  political  connexions.  Had  he  been  receiv^,  he  could  ha?e 
applied  for  other  powers,  if  neceflary.  Nothing  is  more  ufual* 
The  application  which  you  have  fo  ftrcnuoufly  urged  on  mypar^t 
mud  have  been  for  the  renewal  of  powers  annulled  by  the  ad  of 
fending  away  the  other  envoys :  furely  then  your  arguments  wenU 
have  applied  with  much  force  to  the  cafe  of  a  minifter,  whole 
powers  were  only  fuppofed  inadequate  to  the  obje£l  of  his  miffion. 
The  aft  of  rejcfling  this  miniller,  accompanied  with  circum- 
fiances  of  high  difpleafure  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  tlie 
French  republic,  could  not  fail  to  wound  deeply  the  govemmeol 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  produce  pbfervations  on  fuch  an 
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pprtarU.QvcQt. .  Let  the  caufe  and  eSc£l  be  burled  in  oblivioji ; 
remembrance  thereof  cannot  promote  harmony.  This  you 
1  readily  accede  to,  when  you  confider  the  amicable  and  attcn* 
^.CQXidudl  immediately  adopted  by  the  American  government^ 
fending  three  envoys  extraordinary,  with  adequate  powers  tu 
'.&  a  reconciliation  and  a  renewal  of  the  commercial  intercoiirfe 
ween  the  republics. 

?rjDm.thc  arrival  of  the  envoys  at  Paris  to  the  departure  of  twg 
ihem,  the  objcfis  of  their  miflion  were  defeated  by  infupcrable 
s  arifing  from  demands  of  loans,  which  viohiting  the  neutrality 
the  United  States,  would  have  involved  them  in  an  immediate 
r,  and  of  pecuniary  preparations  for  the  obfervations  hinted  at» 
wards  the  end  of  that  period,  after  inlpofing  on  me  fecrecy, 
I  ftated  the  embarraifments  and  diflatisfadion  of  the  Executive 
re£bory,  on  account  of  the  opinions  and  converfations  of  my 
leagues,  its  determination  not  to  treat  with  them,  and  its  defire 
ni^otiate  with  me:  and  you  added,  that  my  departure  would 
dbuce.  an  immediate  rupture.  Aftoniihed  as  I  was  at  this 
[jOUinication,  I  informed  you  that  I  had  no  powers  to  treat 
Vralely.;  the  meafure  was  impoflible:  and  that,  had  my  powers 
0..sidequate,  a  treaty  made  under  fuch  circumftances  could 
ex  be  ratified  by  my  government.  You  differed  from  me ;  we 
(bnfd  on  the  fubje£l,  and  each  adhered  to  his  opinion.  I  urged 
rain  the.  unreafonablenefs  of  admitting  prejudices  againd  my 
leagues  without  informing  them  of  the  caufes  thereof,  the  good 
&of  lemoving  thofe  which  might  refult  from  fuch  information, 
1  the  ceceiTity  of  making  known  to  them  all  that  had  now  paflfed 
ween  us.  You  held  me  to  the  promife  of  fccrecy,  adding,  that, 
,  fY^uid  negotiate,  we  could  foon  fini(h  a  treaty,  for  the  Execu* 
I  Diredory  were  not  in  the  habit  of  fpending  much  time  about 
h  matters.  You  deilred  another  interview,  in  which,  after  a 
ruflion  of  the  fubje£l,  I  confirmed  and  adhered  to  my  deter- 
lation. 

ji  this  ftate  affairs  remained  for  fome  time,  and  I  flattered  my* 
'  with  the  hope,  that,  failing  in  the  propofition  for  negotiating 
(i  me  feparately,  your  next  would  be  to  accredit  the  three 
ays ;  in  fuch  an  event,  the  fecrecy  mentioned  would  have  been 
per«  -This  expedation  was  iirengthened  by  the  two  fubfequent 
OTiews  which  they  had  with  you ;  and  you  may  judge  of  my 
niic  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  Ventofe,  con- 
ling  a  refufal  to  treat  with  two  of  the  envoys,  and  renewing 
pvopofition  to  treat  with  one — Fielding  that  I  was  the  perfon 
ided  to,  and  that  all  iiopes  of  our  being  jointly  accredited  were 
•nend,  I  again  rcfufed,  in  the  moil  pofitvc  tertns,  to  negotiatq 
uotely.  Ajnother  propoCtion  was  thien  made*  that,  to  prevent  a 
tiire,  I  fliould  remain  here  till  information  could  be  fent  to  my 
ecnment  of  thefe  events.  KmbarraiCng  as  fuch  a  (late  was,  I 
ioL.  VII.  3  Z  fubmitted 


(    538    ) 

fubmitted  to  it  rather  than  bring  on  a  war.  You  afterwards 
fent  me  your  note  of  the  14th  Germinal  (3d  April),  propofiDg 
that  I  fhould  rcfume  our  reciprocal  communications  upon  the 
intereds  of  the  French  republic  and  the  United  States. — ^To  thii 
I  replied,  on  the  4th  April,  that  I  could  only  confer  informally 
and  unaccredited  on  any  fubje£i  refpeding  our  miflion,  and  com- 
municate to  the  government  of  the  United  States  the  refult  oi  fuch 
conferences,  being,  in  my  individual  capacity,  unauthorized  to 
give  them  an  official  (lamp. — The  day  after  the  departure  from 
Paris  of  the  lad  of  my  colleagues,  I  again  addreited  you,  and 
quoting  the  above  paragraph,  informed  you,  that  this  I  confidereJ 
as  the  line  of  condu^  well  underdood  to  be  obfcrved  on  my  part; 
to  this  you  made  no  obje£lion  verbally  or  by  writing,  and  thus 
ticquiefced  in  it :  had  you  not,  I  fhould  have  immediately  de- 
manded  my  paiTport.  At  one  of  our  firft  interviews  after  that 
letter,  you  dated  a  difficulty  in  adopting  the  plan  propofedby  my 
letter  of  the  20th  of  April,  from  your  not  being  informed  of  the 
wiflies  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  a  treaty: 
thefe  were  fo  rcafonable,  that  I  thought  it  bed  to  communicate 
them  to  you,  and,  according  to  your  own  opinion  flnce  exprefledf 
they  would  require  little  or  no  time  for  difcuflion :  nothing  can 
exceed  them  for  moderation  or  judice. 

Believing  that  you  were  ferioufly  difpofed  to  bring  forward  the 
plan  of  a  treaty  for  the  confideration  of  the  jgovernment  of  the 
United  States,  and  being  alfo  convinced  that  the  fubjed  hid 
been  fo  fully  difcufled,  and  fo  well  underdood,  as  not  to  require 
much  time  to  accomplidi  it ;  I  informed  you  that  I  diould  embark 
for  America  in  June ;  and  although  you  obje£led  to  it  in  the  iirii 
indance,  you  afterwards  appeared  to  be  fully  convinced  of  the 
neccflity  of  it,  and  promifed  to  diged  the  plan  propofed  without 
delay,  and  to  fend  it  to  me  for  examination.  I  conferred  with 
you  at  different  times  on  the  expediency  of  fending  a  miniderto 
Philadelphia,  to  complete  the  negotiation,  and  you  promifed  to 
confider  of  it. 

At  length  the  Sophia  arrived,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  you 
informed  me  that  I  might  make  myfelf  quite  eafy ;  that  France 
did  not  widi  a  war  with  the  United  States ;  that  ihe  had  no  thoughts 
of  it ;  that  the  American  affairs  were  then  before  the  Executive 
Dircftory,  and  that  every  thing  would  be  arranged  to  my  wifhcs. 
I  again  datecf  the  neceflity  of  fending  a  miniiler  to  America  to 
complete  the  negotiation ;  you  faid  you  would  propofe  one  to  the 
Executive  Direfiory.  This  I  could  not  fuppofe  was  for  the 
purpofe  you  have  fince  dated,  of  refiding  there  after  the  ratifia- 
tion  of  the  treaty. 

Thus  were  matters  circumdanced  until  the  arrival  of  the 
gazettes  containing  the  difpatches  of  the  envoys  to  their  govern* 
mcnti  which  gave  a  more  than  momentary  turn  to  your  corre- 
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fpondence  with  me.  When  I  informed  you  that  I  (hould  embark 
in  the  Sophia  as  foon  as  (he  could  be  fitted  for  the  fea,  there  was 
fiill  time  to  finifli  the  plan  of  the  treaty,  and  to  fend  it  by  me,  if 
expedient.  You  defired  me  to  remain  here  ;  I  told  you  my  return 
was  indifpenfable;  and  gave  you  no  other  reafon — I  thought  that 
fiifficient.  You  conceive  it  depended  upon  me  to  be  publicly 
received  by  the  Executive  Diredlory ;  but  our  opinions  are  different 
on  this  point.  A  government  fends  three  envoys  to  treat  with 
mnother  government ;  this  rejeft^  two  of  them,  and  propofes  to 
treat  with  the  third.  Candour  muil  admit,  I  think,  that  the 
latter  cannot  accept  the  propofal  without  transferring,  in  this  in« 
fiance,  the  executive  authority  of  his  government,  who  would 
Only  have  nominated  three  envoys  to  the  foreign  government, 
which  would  have  appointed  one  of  them.  You  fay  that  if  my 
powers  were  altered  by  the  departure  of  my  colleagues,  yet  on  my 
own  hypothefis  I  ought  to  have  referred  the  queftion  to  my  govern- 
ment, and  in  the  interim  to  have  fixed  with  you,  by  a  calm  and 
andcable  difcuflion,  all  the  contentious  points  of  our  difTerences. 
If  my  government,  as  you  repeatedly  have  afferted,  was  apprized 
before  the  20th  of  March  of  the  propofition  to  treat  with  me 
feparately,  it  is  evident  that  it  was  notdifpofed  to  fend  me  new 
powers,  for  the  Sophia  failed  on  the  28th  of  that  month  ;  and 
Knowing  this,  you  dill  urged  me  to  make  the  application*  I  have 
been  always  ready,  and,  had  you  come  forward  with  the  proje6l 
of  a  treaty,  would  have  entered  into  a  calm  and  amicable  con* 
fesence  with  you  on  every  part  of  it,  but  not  into  a  formal  epifto- 
larjfdifcullion,  which  was  not  propofed  till  fometime  after  I  was 
ready  to  embark,  was  only  relative  to  the  confular  convention* 
which  will  foon  expire,  was  contrary  to  my  flipulation  relative  to 
conferences  in  which  you  acquiefced,  and  would  have  required 
months  to  be  completed. 

You  was  the  firft,  you  affirm,  to  prefs  ferioufly  the  negotiation; 
you  will  aghee  with  me,  that  the  merit  would  have  been  greater, 
had  the  meafure  itfelf  been  feafible.  You  frequently  remind  me 
of  your  exertions,  which  I  am  difpofed  as  "much  as  poffible  to 
appreciate;  regretting,  at  the  fame  time,  their  circuitous  diredion. 
On  my  part,  I  think  you  will  be  convinced,  that  every  thing  has 
been  done,  which  circumdances  herein  truly  detailed  would 
admit. 

It  is  with  pleafure  I  learn  that  the  Executive  Diredlory  is  flill 
ready,  and  is  as  much  difpofed  as  ever  to  terminate  by  a  liberal 
negotiation  the  differences  which  fubfid  between  the  two  countries. 
This  difpofition  has  always  exifted  on  the  part  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States.  A  negotiation  then,  if  fet  on  foot  free  from 
ail  propofltions  of  loans  and  explanations  of  fpeeches,  to  beheld 
if  neceflfary  in  a  city  of  fome  neutral  nation,  and  providing  for  a  ■ 
decifion  by  three  or  five  commiffioners,  of  all  points  which  may 
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not  be  determined  by  dired  negotiation,  would  ftill  be  accotnpa* 
niedy  ia  my  opinion,  vrith  fuccefs ;  but,  having  no  authority,  I 
cannot  make  the  propofition. 

A  preliminary  meafure  appears  to  be  requifite,  in  which  the 
dignity  of  this  government  is  as  deeply  concerned  as  the  intereft 
of  the  United  States*  The  depredations,  outrages,  and  cruehies 
committed  on  our  commerce  and  citizens  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  on  our  coafts,  by  French  privateers,  fome  of  v^'hich  it  is  faid 
have  no  commiilions,  arc  feldom  paralleled  amongft  civilized 
nations.  It  is  faid  that  this  government  has  not  been  early  ap- 
prized of  thefc  events,  wliich  have  been  a  great  fource  of  irrita- 
tion to  the  United  States,  and  a  principal  caufe  of  the  repreffive 
meafures  adopted  by  them.  A  recall  ofihe  oppreflive  commiiGoos 
of  the  privateers,  and  redraining  them  by  fevere  penalties  to  the 
proper  obje£ls  uf  capture,  cannot  fail  to  have  a  happy  efFe£i:» 

You  claim  a  promife  of  my  good  offices  as  a  private  citizen  in 
America.  Thefc  Ihall  not  be  wanting  to  reprcfent  truly  every 
meafure  of  this  government;  and  to  render  fuccefsful  all  fuchas 
may  be  well  adapted  to  elFedt  a  reconciliation.  This  is  all  that 
can  be  expelled  of  me,  and  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  country 
will  require  it*  And  now.  Citizen  Minifter,  having  given  you 
a  te(timony  of  my  c(leem,  fuch  as  refults  from  a  frank  and  candid 
condud,  I  bid  you  adieu,  wifliing  fincercly  a  fpeedy  renewal  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  the  two  republics. 

Accept,  Citizen  Miniiler,  the  alTurances  of  my  perfed  coo* 
fideration. 

£•  Geesy. 


Letter  from  the  Minijier  of  Foregin  Affairs  to  Mr.  Gerry. 

Parisy  4  Thermidor  (July  22). 

PLEASE,  Sir,  to  permit  me  to  lay  a  particular  ftrefs  on  the 
two  lafl  paragraphs  of  your  anfvvcr  of  the  20th  inftant,  to  my 
letter  of  the  24th  Mcflidor.  Eafy  as  it  may  be  to  rectify  the 
preceding  onts,  to  attempt  it  wonid  be  returning  to  no  piirpofc 
into  the  circle  of  digrcffions.  It  is  but  natural  that  I  (bouMfed 
what,  under  the  exiiling  circumftances,  you  imagine  you  owe  to 
your  government;  and  this  confide  ration  would  alone  fuffice  to 
ftop  me,  if  I  fct  a  lefs  value  on  the  attainment  of  a  conciliation. 
You  again  obferve  to  ir.c,  that  the  cjovcrnment  of  the  United  States 
has  invariably  been  difpofed  to  fettle  by  arbitration  the  differences 
that  fuhfifl  between  the  two  repubhcs.  This  new  afTurance,  at  a 
moment  when  it  lioltls  out  the  ;^ppearance  of  hollilitics,  cannot 
but  moderate  their  cffc^Els;  but  let  a  fincere,  loyal,  and  truly 
friendly  a6l  fpeedily  realize  thefe  difpolitions.  Though  they  arc 
far  from  being  very  prominent  in  the  anfwcrs  of  the  Prefident  to 
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:hc  addrcfles  that  have  been  prefcnted  to  him  from  the  different 
parts  of  the  United  States,  it  is  a  pleafure  to  me  to  difcover  in 
thefe  exprei&ons  nothing  but  political  expediency.  I  do  not 
however  augur  lefs  favourably  of  the  real  intentions  which  you 
profefs  in  its  name;  and  I  would  not  have  requeftcd  you  to 
guarantee  the  fuccefs  of  the  firft  proof  which  it  (hall  be  willing  to 
give  of  thefe  intentions,  if  the  Executive  Diredory  that  was  ready 
to  receive  you  had  not  adopted  a  fixed  refolution  in  that  refpeft. 
A  negotiation  may  therefore  be  renewed  even  at  Paris,  where  I 
Battered  myfclf  you  experienced  nothing  but  tokens  of  friendfliip, 
and  where  a  friendly  and  honourable  reception  (hall  always  await 
an  envoy  who  poflcires  your  good  qualities.  I-  am  ignorant,  more- 
ovety  Sir,  why  yoti  (honid  fay  it  is  neceflary  to  lop  off  from  this 
negotiation  every  preliminary  reference  to  a  loan,  and  every  ex- 
planation refpedting  the  fpecch  delivered  by  the  Prefident.  Do 
but  take  the  trouble  to  perufe  anew  the  propofitions  which  I 
tranfmitted  to  you  on  the  30th  Prairial ;  they  contain  all  the  ideas 
of  the  French  government;  and  you  cannot  difcover  a  word  in 
them  that  judifies  your  recurring  to  thofe  two  queftions.  An 
odious  intrigue  had  got  hold  of  the  bufinefs;  the  dignity  of  the 
government  could  not  brook  this  interference,  nor  would  it  fuffcr 
the  purity  of  its  views  to  be  degraded  by  fuch  an  aflTociation.  As 
to  the  preliminary  meafures  which  you  fuggeft.  Sir,  the  govern- 
ment has  already  anticipated  your  wifhes;  informations  which 
they  have  lately  received,  acquaint  them,  it  is  true,  that  afts  of 
violence  have  been  committed  againft  tlie  commerce  and  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Antilles,  and  on  the  coa{ls« 
Do  thenfi  but  the  juftice  to  believe  that  they  need  only  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  fafts,  in  order  to  difavow  all  the  proceedings  that 
were  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  republic,  or  to  its  dccifions. 
Thefe  grievances  are  now  about  to  be  redreflTcd,  and  orders  are  going 
out  to  the  iflands,  to  reduce  every  thing  to  its  legal  limits,  till  the 
moment  arrives,  when  a  friendly  arrangement  between  France 
and  the  United  States  (hall  have  refpedively  re-eftabliflied  the 
two  countries  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  treaties.  This  moment, 
Sir,  cannot  arrive  too  foon.  I  cannot  ccafe  to  regret  that  you 
have  been  fo  relud^ant  to  forward  it,  convinced,  as  I  always  am, 
that  yon  enjoyed  full  powers  to  that  efFeft.  Accept  my  beft 
wilhcs  for  your  happy  voyage,  and  the  alTurance  of  my  perfeft 
con(ideration. 

(Signed)        C.  M,  Talleyrand  Perigord. 
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Petition  of  the  Merchants  and  Ship-owners  to  the  Provifionarj 
Executive  Directory  of  the  Batavian  RepubUcm   - 

Amflerdam^  Augufl(^* 

THERE  is  fcarce  any  pcrfon  among  us  who  has  not  had  occa- 
fion  individually,  ^rom  the  number  and  preflure  of  hisneccf* 
fities,  toaddrefshis  bitter  complaints  to  your  bofoms,  relative  to 
the  hoftilc  and  violent  treatment  arifing  from  the  rapacity  of  the 
French  privateers  upon  the  fcas,  rivers,  and  even  in  the  harbonn 
of  the  republic.  'I'he  unlawful  capture  of  neutral  (hips,  the 
feizure  and  confifcatiodi  of  the  lading,  which,  as  neutral  or  Bati- 
vian  property,  ought  to  be  held  facred,  the  manifeft  and  de- 
liberate violation  of  our  territory — thefc  are  the  caufes  upon 
which  our  complaints  for  ihefe  fix  months  paft  have  been  ground- 
ed. The  perpetrators  of  thefe  injuries,  if  we  arc  well  informed, 
are  not  even  provided  with  letters  of  marque,  and  have  been  looked 
upon  by  the  French  garrifons  in  no  other  light  than  a  band  of 
pirates.  What  flill  augments  our  grief  is,  that  thefe  violations  of 
our  rights  and  our  property  have  been  comaaiitted  by  perfom 
calling  themfelves  French  citizens,  and  whom  it  behoved  to  have 
adled  as  friends  and  brothers*  Thefe  names,  fo  dear  to  our 
hearts,  we  had  already  adopted,  and  we  dared  to  flatter  ourfelvei 
that  our  allies  would  have  been  equally  ihuck  with  the  danger 
which  threatened  the  facred  bauds  of  our  alliance,  as  well  as  the 
manifeft  reditude  of  our  claims.  We  had  fondly  flattered  our- 
felvcs,  that  our  allies,  who  are  furely  not  too  great  to  be  juft, 
would  ere  this  have  been  cKCupicd  with  an  invelligation  of  thefe 
abufcs,  and  the  immediate  reniedy  of  them ;  but  this  hope  flill 
retrains  ungraiificd,  and  the  evil  incrcafes. — The  illicit  pradices 
arc  continued:  indeed,  fo  openly  glaring  and  infolent  are  thefe 
violations  of  all  right  and  juitice,  that,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  total 
ruin  of  our  navigation,  the  political  and  moral  conlequences  rc- 
fuliing  from  them  arc  fuch,  that  their  bitternefs  not  all  the 
love  of  our  country  will  be  able  to  foften !  We  have  already 
preferred  our  complaints  to  you  individually,  fince  which  the 
partial  evils  complained  of  have  become  general,  and  have  united 
us  in  the  purfuit  of  rcdrefs.  The  avarice  of  French  privateers 
has  brought  plunder  to  a  regular  fyllem ;  we  therefore  come 
forward  in  a  mafs,  and  in  the  nainc  of  the  whole  committte,  to 
claim  all  your  vigilance  for  obtaining  juflice  for  our  excellent 
colleagues.  We  prefent  to  your  view  the  diftreffing  pifturc;  a 
picture  which  we  however  wi(h  toconfign  to  oblivion,  but  not  to 
obliterate  the  crimes  of  our  faithlefs  enemies;  for  in  prefcnting 
this  pidlure,  we  only  perform  an  inferior  part  of  our  duty;  un- 
happily another  portion  more  important  itill  remains,  which  is, to 

denounce  to  you  a  fyftcin  of  piracy,  unprecedented  both  in  refpcft 
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:o  Its  objeft  and  its  plan  of  execution.  This  unheard-of  refine- 
ment in  piracy,  which  mud  be  chronicled  in  a  year  in  which  we 
p^ere  in  alliance,  and  living  in  peace  and  friendfhip  with  the 
French  nation,  has  been  planned  and  executed  in  broad  daylight, 
n  the  centre  of  our  republic  :  in  fpite  of  and  in  oppofition  to  our 
awsy  confiftent  with  this  fydem,  mercenary  and  abandoned  pri- 
rateers,  who  deftroy  our  navigation,  would  complete  its  ruin,  by 
lettering  its  laft  refource,  viz.  the  trade  of  this  republic.  The 
reflels  deftined  for  thefe  depredations  are  even  fitted  out  in  our 
>wn  harbours.  Even  their  own  papers  betray  the  fraudulent  in- 
entions  of  the  owners.  The  French,  who  for  fome  time  fincc 
uvebeen  prohibited  from  engaging  in  the  fitting  out  privateers  in 
heir  own  country,  arc  received  here  with  open  arms.  Here  the 
nufter-rolls  are  drawn  np,  here  the  letters  of  marque,  &c»  are 
liftributed,  and  the  agents  of  the  French  republic,  refiding  at  the 
lifierent  ports  in  particular,  are  privy  to  the  fitting  out  of  thefe 
loftile  ihips.  But  far  from  being  intended^  to  cruife  againft  the 
tneihy,  far  from  running  the  leaft  rifle  on  this  account;  thefe 
lender  veflels  proceed  undifturbed  to  the  various  places  of  their 
pretended  deftination.  There  they  wait  for  their  facrifices;  there 
l|ey  lurk  for  that  which  may  efcape  the  open  hoflility  of  the 
£nglifli«  Yes, '  we  tremble  to  fay  it  (only  truth  and  cafidour  it 
he  charader  of  republicans),  there  can  nothing  efcape  the  cruelty 
if  thefe  freebooters.  How  is  it,  Citizens  Direflors,  that  thefe 
ibufes  have  been  fuffered  to  continue  without  interruption  ?  Can 
iny  prudence  reftrain  or  check  the  laws  againft  fuch  proceedings  ? — 
IT  why  are  the  laws  fuffered  to  fleep  r  Thus  far  we  have  con- 
idered  the  fubjeft  only  in  a  political  point  of  view.  When  it  is 
Doked  at  as  a  commercial  obje£t,  a  number  of  qucflions  much 
nore  alarn^ing  will  be  the  natural  refult.  But  we  will  not  wound. 
"Our  bleeding  bofoms  by  a  more  open  difplay  ;  the  more  fo  as  the 
DCreafing  decay  of  our  commerce  muft  ever  be  a  fubjeft  of  regret.  ' 
4o,  Citizens  Diredors,  the  French  Diredory  is  ignorant  of 
hcfe  piracies — they  have  been  perpetrated  without  their  know- 
tdge — they. have  not  even  imagined  that  fuch  hoflile  abufes  could 
lave  exifted.  The  fentiments  which  have  hitherto  animated  them 
xe  proofs  to  us  of  their  ignorance  of  mir  complaints,  and  this  is 
t  prefcnt  our  only  comfort  and  fupport.  The  ufe  you  will  make 
^  this  reprefentation  of  our  fufFerings,  and  the  denunciation  of 
his  fyfiem  of  rapine,  are  left  to  your  pleafure  and  difcretion.  It 
8  hoped  the  honeft  warmth,  candour,  and  uprightnefs  of  true 
epublicans  will  afford  a  dill  greater  claim  upon  the  good*will  and 
:fteem  of  the  French  Executive  Direftory.  6ut  it  is  not  merely 
he  difowning  a  handful  of  vile  avaricious  men,  unworthy  of  the 
lame  of  French  citizens,  that  we  are  warranted  to  expe£i  from 
he  magnanimity  of  the  French  DircAory,  to  whom  their  pro- 
ceedings 
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ccedings  have  been  hitherto  unknown;  it  is  not  this  alone  that  will 
anfwcr  the  demands  of  a  found  policy.  No ;  we  arc  moreover 
convinced  that  the  excellent  deciftons  of  the  firft  magiftrates  in 
Europe  will  clearly  tend  to  (how  their  ahfoUjte  perfuafion,  that  it 
is  the  intcrcft  even  of  the  French  republic  to  remove  the  grievances 
we  complain  of;  and  that  it  is  alfo  requifite  for  the  (afety  of  the 
neutral  tlags  in  our  ports,  as  well  as  for  the  property  of  the  Bata- 
vian  merchants  and  others^  that  redrcfs  ihouldnotbe  withheld* 

It  may  be  a(kcd»  whether  the  ports  and  river^i  now  alinoft 
deferted,  ihall  be  left  in  this  fituation  P  Whether  the  confign- 
ments  (ball  be  given  into  other  hands  ?  Whether  our  navigatimi 
iball  be  given  up,  to  increafe  and  promote  that  of  the  commoa 
enemy }  Is  not  ihe  prefervation  of  thefe  havens  and  fea-ports 
necei^ary  for  the  fupport  of  our  allies,  and  the  commerce  of  the 
North  ? — the  invaluable  refources  of  our  marine,  in  receiving  the 
various  produdlions  of  pitch,  tar,  hemp,  and  all  kinds  of  grain. 
Convinced  by  thefe  confiderations,  the  French  Diredory,  ire 
confidently  truft,  will,  through  your  reprefentations,  take  the 
moft  effeSual  meafures  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  an  end  to  tbb 
barbarous  fyftem  (the  objedl  of  our  complaints).  May  this  difpo* 
fition  increafe  the  friendly  fentiments  of  both  nations,  by  an  erer* 
lafting  union,  and  draw  clofer  the  facred  bands  by  which  weafe 
at  prefent  conneded,  and  which  can  alone  preferve  the  indivi* 
iibility  and  welfare  of  both  republics. 

We  fubmit.  Citizens  Diredors,  our  thoughts  in  the  plain  and 
fimple  guife  of  truth,  befceching  you  to  make  fuch  a  ufe  of  theie 
our  rcqueils,  as  your  patriotic  fcniimcnts,  and  the  love  of  our 
dear  country,  may  inlpirc.     Health  and  refped. 

By  order  of  the  above-mentioned  committee, 

H.  Bro£L>  Sec. 

In  regard  to  the  depredations  committed  by  French  privateeri 
upon  the  Dutch  trade,  the  firii  chamber  decreed. 

That  no  privateer  be  fuifered  to  capture,  in  Dutch  rivers  and 
waters,  any  (hip  belonging  to  neutral  or  allied  nations,  under  t 
penalty  of  3CX)0  guilders,  to  be  paid  by  the  captain  and  crew  of 
the  privateer,  two-thirds  •f  which  to  go  to  the  poor,  and  obe« 
third  to  the  crew  of  the  (hip  which  refcucs  the  captured  (hip; 
further,  that^  under  the  fame  penalty,  no  prize  of  the  above 
defcription,  when  taken  in  foreign  parts,  (hall  be  carried  into  any 
port  of  the  republic. 

The  fecond  chamber  fandioned  the  decree  pa(red  by  the  iirft 
chamber* 


Decrti 
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Dteret  0/  iht  Idgijlmtivt  Body  of  Hehitim. 

Arauy  %Oth  Sept.  1 798. 

T^HE  Legiflative  Councils,  confidering  that  the  legiflators  of 
^  the  republic  have  facred  duties  to  fulfil,  after  the  fad  events 
D  which  they  have  feen  on  one  (ide  a  portion  of  the  children  oi 
Helvetia  milled  by  fanatical  priefts,  and  deceived  by  foreign  and 
terfidious  emiifaries,  rife  againft  the  mother-country,  abjure  the 
onftitution  which  they  had  accepted^  and  arm  againft  their  bret- 
hren ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  ma^iflrates,  equally  courageous  and 
vife,  repreffing  revolt  by  the  fole  force  of  the  republic,  that  is  to 
ay,  by  the  zeal  of  the  good  citizens  who  are  animated  by  the  love 
>t  liberty  and  the  Helvetic  union ;  that  they  have  feen  too,  the 
»rave  French  army  lavifhing  their  blood  in  the  fupport  of  x\\t\x 
lliesy  and  gaining  a  vidory,  afflidHng  without  doubt,  becaufe 
tbtaincd  over  our  miflcd  brethren ;  but  glorious  and  falutary,  in- 
fmuch  als  it  overwhelms  fanaticifni,  and  eftablifhes  the  republic 

rm  bafes  not  to  be  fhaken: — confidering  that  as  faithful  Organs 
the  Helvetic  people,  the  reprefentatives  ought  to  exptefs  the 
ientiments  as  well  as  the  will  of  the  people,  and  that  it  belongs  to 
hem  to  decree  in  their  jiame  to  the  valiant  defenders  of  the 
ountry  the  fole  recompence  worthy  of  tbem,  the  expreflions  of 
he  gratitude  of  a  free  people ;  to  the  rebels,  and,  above  all,  to 
he  infamous  authors  ot  this  parricidal  plot,  the  penalty  Aut  to 
heir  crimes: — finally,  to  the  unfortunate  who  have  fuffered  the 
leftru£tive  fcourge  of  war,  the  fuccours  which  they  may  expeft 
rom  a  mother-country : — the  Legiflative  Councils  taking  into 
onfideration  the  meflfage  of  the  Direftory  of  the  17th  September, 
lecree,  after  having  declared  urgency : 

I.  The  Legiflative  Body  declare  folemnly,  that  the  French 
rmy  and  the  Citizen  General  Schawenbourg  have  deferved  well 
>f  the  Helvetic  republic. 

2«  Honourable  mention  (hall  be  made  in  the  regider  of  the 
nergetic  condud  of  Citizen  Bolt,  prefc6l  of  the  canton  of  Sentis, 
if  the  communes  of  the  cantons  that  have  rifcn  for  the  caufc  of 
iberty  ;  of  Citizen  Hoes,  prefeft  of  the  canton  of  Linth ;  of  the 
ircfedls  of  Lucerne  and  Wadtlatten  ;  of  the  fub-prefe6ls;  of  the 
ommunes  and  citizens  of  Helvetia  who  have  iignalized  them- 
elves  for  the  maintenance  of  freedom  and  the  conftitution. 

.3.  The  rebels,  and  principally  the  auiiiors  and  accomplices  in 
he  confpiracy  againft  the  country,  fliall  be  profecutcd  criminally, 
ind  tried  according  to  the  conftitunon,  articles  93  and  94. 

4.  The  orphans  left  by  the  patriots  who  perifhed  on  that  occa- 
ion  (hall  be  brought  up  at  the  expenfe  of  the  republic. 

Finally,  there  fhall  be  made  throughout  Helvetia  a  voluntary 
:oIle£lion  in  favour  of  the  perfons  burnt  out  in  the  diflri£i  of 

VoL.VIL  4  A  Stantz, 
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Stantz,  and  of  thofe  in  the  adjacent  parts  whd  may  hare  foiferoi 
in  confequence  of  thofe  events:  the  amount  of  the  colledion  (hill 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  Diredlory,  who  (hall  dillribute  it. 


J^^Jf^Z^  of  ^f^^  Helvetic  Dire^ory  on  the  yt  of  Oflober  1798,  W 
the  Legtjlatlve  Body  in  their  Meeting  at  Lucerne* 

THE  Executive  Direftory  expefted  with  impatience  the  mo- 
ment of  your  union.  It  congratulates  you  on  having  refumcJ 
your  labours.  The  pure  joy  it  experiences,  and  which  it  has  al- 
ready exprefltd  to  you,  is  a  fure  pledge  that  it  beholds  in  you,  Ci- 
tizens Reprefentaiives,  its  elder  brothers,  fome  time  abfent  from 
one  common  family,  and  returned  to  labour  for  its  profperity  and 
happinefs.  Since  the  period  of  our  feparation,  we  have  received 
the  commercial  advantages  ftlpulatcd  by  our  treaty  with  France. 
Thus  this  pledge,  fo  eflential  to  our  national  exiftence^  has  been 
fully  confirmed. 

On  the  other  hand,  our  foreign  affairs  are  not  become  mptt 
aufpicious.  Peace  between  the  great  powers  feems  to  befartfy 
and  wc  find  them  on  the  point  of  renewing  hoftilities,  without  our 
polTeding  the  means  of  proteding  ourfelves.  We  are  furrounded 
by  confpirators  and  evil-minded  people,  who  correfpond  with 
thofe  that  with  to  introduce  trouble  and  diforders.  P<^ffiag 
your  confidence,  and  fupported  by  you.  Citizens  Reprefeotative^ 
\^e  (hall  cfcape  whatever  dangers  may  threaten  us.  We  come  to 
depofit  in  your  bofom  our  devotiort  to  the  country,  and  our  good 
willies  for  the  national  reprefcntation. 


Proclamation  of  the  Auftrian  General  on  entering  the  Country  if  the 

Grijons* 

T^HE  lawful  chiefs  and  magiftrates  of  the  laudable  republic  of 
'*'  the  three  orders  in  Rhetia,  appointed  and  authorized  in  legal 
form,  having,  in  virtue  of  ancient  eternal  alliances  and  treaties, 
applied  to  his  Imperial  Royal  Apoftolic  Majefly  for  the  prcfcrva- 
tion  and  protCiSion  of  the  ancient  conftitution,  liberty,  and  tran- 
quillity of  their  cotmtry,  his  Imperial  Royal  Apoftolic  MajeRjr 
has,  in  confideration  of  the  fubfilting  treaties,  moft  gracioufly 
charged  us  to  advance  with  the  corps  of  troops  under  our  orders  into 
the  country  of  the  Grifons,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  aflcrting,  in 
compliance  with  the  above  requeft,  the  independence  and  integrity 
of  the  Rheiian  republic,  and  to  maintain  the  ancient  conftitution 
of  the  country,  the  dignity  and  authority  of  the  magiftrates  law- 
fully appointed,  and  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  liberties,  rights,  and 

privileges  of  the  Grifons. 

The 
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The  underfigned  commanding  General  announces  therefore  to 
all  citizens,  communes,  high  courts,  and  orders  throughout  Rhe- 
ria,  that  they  are  to  conflder  the  march  of  the  Imperial  royal  troops 
into  their  country  as  a  friendly,  peaceful,  and  prote<fling  meafure, 
having  no  other  objedl  than  to  co-operate,  with  the  prcfent  lawful 
government  in  the  prefervation  of  the  lawful  order,  conftitution, 
»nd  tranquillity. 

(Signed)  Auffenberg, 

Major-general  of   his   Imperial   Royal   Apoftolic 
Majefty,  and  commanding  General  of  the  troops 
detached  to  the  country  of  the  Grifons. 
FiUkirchy   12tb  O^ohcr  i^gi. 


Proclamation  by  the  General  in  Chief  to  the  French  Army  in 

Switzerland, 
My  Comrades, 

npHE  treaty  of  alliance  concluded  between  the  Helvetic  and 
"^  French  republics  has  given  you  an  idea  of  the  edeem  which 
our  government  has  for  a  nation  celebrated  for  its  ancient  love  of 
liberty.  You  have  been  vidorious  to  your  own  difadvantage.  By 
lui  unfortnnate  error,  while  you  thought  you  were  defending  your 
own  independence,  you  have  been  defending  the  privileges  of  a 
few  families.  The  moment  is  arrived  when  Helvetians,  min- 
gling in  your  ranks,  will  follow  the  traces  of  their  forefathers,  and 
will  (hare  your  glory  and  your  dangers.  If  the  gold  of  the  Eng* 
lifb  and  their  intrigues  retard  the  peace  which  humanity  demands, 
and  the  French  government  cordially  wiflies,  what  hope  can  remafn 
to  enemies  fo  often  vanquifhed  by  us,  when  we  are  united  with  a 
nation  which  has  more  than  once  proved  its  bravery  i 

My  comrades,  the  Helvetic  Dircdory  has  invited  its  fellow- 
citizens  to  hold  thcmfelves  ready  to  march  in  defence  of  the  coun- 
try. When  circumftances  (hall  require  them  to  join  us,  you  will 
find  in  them  friends  and  brothers,  and  you  will  both  be  eager  to 
emulate  tzch  other  in  valour  and  courage.  You  ought  to  rekindle 
tho(e  fentiments  in  your  hearts,  by  redoubling  your  aflFedion  for 
citizens  who  (hare  their  habitations  with  you,  and  by  (howingyour 
liefpeA  for  the  conftituted  authorities. 

May  an  union  the  mod  cordial,  a  friendfhip  the  moft  intimate, 
reign  between  the  Helvetic  and  French  republics ;  and  may  that 
union  operate  as  an  example  to  yours  with  the  Helvetians ! 

You  will  thus  fulfil  my  deareft  with.  We  (hall  be  all  more 
happy,  and  the  hopes  of  our  common  enemies  will  yet  be  anni- 
hilated. 

(Signed)  Schawbmbouro. 

4  A  a  OtdtT 
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Order  of  the  Day  of  the  iith  Brum  are. 

The  General  in  Chief,  Brune,  to  the  Army. 

Comrades, 

T^  ROM  the  moment  the  Executive  Diredory  entrufted  me  >vith 
*  the  command  of  the  army  of  Italy,  I  applied  myfelf  to  re* 
lieve  all  your  wants,  and  every  day  your  confidence  and  my  zeal 
bave  made  new  pro^refs.  A  witnefs  to  your  generous  devotion, 
I  burnt  to  condud  you  to  the  field  of  glory.  If  ill-advifed  kings 
are  weary  of  peace,  this  advantage  is  referved  to  General  Joi'bert. 
I  fliall  applaud  your  fuccefs,  wiihing  tluit  the  word  Victory  may 
echo  on  the  banks  of  the  Tcxel. 

(Signed)  Brune. 


-t*. 


Extras   of  a  Letter  from    Citizen  Tleury^  Conful   of  the    FrenA 
Republic  at  Buchare/i,  dated  the  23^  Frudidor  (Sept.  29). 

CELIM  IIL  has  difpatched  into  all  parts  of  his  domioionf, 
^  firmans,  declaring  war  againft  the  French  republic,  and  an- 
nouncing, that  the  Sublime  Porljc  has  rcquefted  the  afliflance  of 
Ruflia.  This  union  of  the  Porte  with  its.  natural  enemy  is  I 
political  monftrofity  at  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  loudly 
exprefs  their  aftoniihment. 

In  confe(]uence  of  the  declaration  of  war,  and  by  orders  from 
the  Poite,  I  have  been  arrefled,  and  confined  in  a  mooaftary, 
where  I  muft  wait  the  decifloa  of  my  fate,  rcfpefling  which  thece 
are  different  opinions.  Some  think  that  i  (hall  be  fent  to  Covt- 
flantinoplc,  to  fhare  the  lot  of  Citizen  Ruf&n,  whilll  others  be- 
lieve that,  after  a  few  months  detention,  I  (hail  be  permitted  to 
return  to  Paris.  There  are  others  ftill  who  entertain  conjeAures 
of  a  more  alarming  nature.  I  am  refigned  to  either  event;  and 
in  every  fituation  I  ihall  uoaintain  an  appearance  becomiog  a 
republican. 


j4rmy  of  England.     24/ A  Military  Divifion, 

PROCLAMATION. 

Barthelemi  Francois  Bemdnotj  Commandant  of  the  Departments  of 
the  Dyle^  of  Jemappe^  and  of  the  two  Nethes,  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Canton  cf  Alalines  and  the  neighbouring  Communes. 

Citizens, 

'TpHE  facred  tree  of  liberty  has  been  cut  down  on  the  fpot.  The 

•*•    tricoloured  flag  has  been  torn  down.     The  prifons  have  been 

thrown  open.      The  fiuiiluary  of  the  laws  has  been  violated, 

aad 
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d  the  archives  which  it  contained  burnt  and  dcftroycd.  The 
>ublicans  have  been  aifaflinated,  and  frightful  fcenes  are  paffing 
der  your  eyes.  Thcfc  arc  neverthelefs  the  inhabitants  of  Bel- 
ittiy  who  have  thus  defpifcd  the  laws  of  the  French  republic, 
'hatever  may  be  their  fenfelefs  projcft,  whoever  have  been  the 
rfidious  agents  who  incite  them,  I  declare  the  place  of  Malines 
a  ftate  of  fiegey  as  well  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  the  eiFe6is 

this  dreadful  infurredlion,  as  to  grant  proteflion  to  tlie  peace- 
le  inhabitants  againd  all  attacks  of  the  ill-difpofed.     I  dire£l 

confequence  that  the  wclUdiipofed  retire  peaceably  inta 
iiT  houfes  after  night-fall,  uhlefs  they  (hould  be  provided  with 
;hts«  Thofe  who  ihall  be  found  witliout  them  (ball  be  conditded 
the  commandant  of  the  gendarmerie.  I  coufequently  require 
It  the  municipal  adminiftration  of  the  canton  of  Malines  (hall 
life  the  prefent  proclamation  to  be  printed,  publifhed,  and 
(led  up  in  both  languages,  to  the  number  of  two  thoufand  co- 

Head  ^arttrsy  AfallneSf  the  \Ji  Brumaire^ 
'jth  year  of  the  Ftench  republic^  7,2d  of 
Oaober. 

(Signed)  Berguivot* 


Buonaparte i  Commander  In  Chief y  to  the  Pacha  of  Cairu 

HIE  intention  of  the  French  republic  in  taking  poflef&on  of 

'    Egypt  has  been  to  expel  the  Mamelukes,  who  were  at  onoe 

lels  againft  the  Porur,  and  avowed  enemies  of  the  French  go* 

rnnoent* 

At  this  moment  that  /he  finds  herfelf  miflrefs  of  it,  in  conle- 

ence  of  the  fignal  viftory  obtained  by  her  army,  her  deiign  is  to 

lire  to  the  Pacha  of  the  Grand  Seignior  his  revenues  and  his 

iftence. 

I  entreat  you,  therefore,  to  aflure  the  Porte,  that  it  (kail  ex- 

rience  no  lofs,  and  that  I  fhall  take  care  it  ihall  receive  the 

ne  tribute  which  was  prcvioufly  paid  to  it. 

(Signed)    Buonafart£« 


rite  of  the  Executive  Dire^ory^    on  the  Zth.Brumaire  (0^.  29). 

^HE  Executive  Direftory,  in  confequence  of  the  report  of  the 
niiniftcr  of    foreign  relations,  obfcrving   that  the  fquadrons, 
vatecrs,    and   (hips  both  of  England  and  of  Rullia  are  in  a 
:at  meafure  equipped  by  foreigners  ; 

Seeing  moreover,  that  this  violation  is  a  manifcft  abufe  of  tric 
r  of  nations,  and  that  the  European  powers  have  taken  no  itep^ 
check  it.  decrees : 
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Art.  I.  That  every  perfon,  either  native  or  originally  from  the 
countries  in  amity  or  alliance  with  France,  or  in  a  ilate  of  neu- 
trality,  who  is  bearer  of  a  commidion  granted  by  the  enemies  of 
France,  or  who  compofes  a  part  of  the  crews  of  the  (hip^  of  war 
or  others  belonging  to  the  enemy,  {hall,  by  virtue  of  this  ad 
alone,  be  declared  a  traitor,  and  treated  as  fuch,  without  his  being 
permitted,  in  any  cafe  whatever,  to  plead  that  he  was  compelled 
into  fuch  fervice  by  force,  threats,  or  otherwife^ 

Art.  II.  The  Executive  Direftors  of  the  Batavian,  Ligurian, 
Cifalpine,  and  Roman  republics,  (hall  be  informed  of  fuch  threat. 

Art.  III.  The  provifions  contained  in  the  firft  article  Ihall  be 
notified  to  neutral,  and  to  the  powers  allied  with  the  French  re- 
public. 

Art.  IV.  The  minifter  of  foreign  relations  is  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  prefent  arrete,  which  fhall  be  publi(hed  in  the 
bulletin  of  the  laws. 

(Signed)  Treilhard,  Prcfident.  ^ 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen. 


At  rite  of  the  Executive  .DireHory, 

THE  Executive  Dire£tory»  defirous  of  determining  the  mcKk 
in  which  its  arrete  of  the  8th  of  Brumaire  is  carried  into  execu* 
tion,  has  refolved  as  follows: — 

Art.  I.  In  execution  of  the  3d  article  of  the  arrete  of  the  Exe- 
cutive DireSory,  of  the  8th  of  this  month,  the  allied  or  neutral 
powers  ihall  be  invited  to  adopt  the  neceflary  meafurcs  to  recall . 
within  a  certain  fixed  time  thofe  Teamen  of  their  refpediveAt- 
tions,  who  are  a£lually  employed  on  board  fhips  and  other  veffeis 
Ikelonging  to  England. 

Art.  II*  The  ambafladors,  minifters,  and  envoys  of  the  repub- 
lic with'the  faid  powers,  (hall  rcfeive  peculiar  in(lru£lions  on  thb 
fubjeft. 

Art.  III.  The  epocha  of  the  execution  of  the  arrete  of  the  8th 
Brumaire  (hall  be  fixed  by  a  fubfequent  arrete. 

Art.  IV.  The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  is  direded  toatteod 
in  concert  with  the  minifter  of  the  marine  to  the  execution  of  this 
prefent  arrete. 


PARLIA- 
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PARLIAMENTARY  PAPERS- 


IRISH   PARLIAMENT. 

Speech   of  his  Excellency   the   Lord  Lieutenant  from   the  Throne, 
on  the  i6th  fan^  1798,  at  the  Metting  of  Parliament. 

My  Lords  and  Genllemcn, 

T  HAVE  his  Majefty's  commands  to  aflemble  you  in  Parliament 
''  at  this  important  period^  and  to  refort  to  your  deliberation  and 
advice. 

When  I  refleft  on  the  tranquillity  which  attended  the  late  ge- 
neral eledion,  I  have  juft  ground  to  believe  that  the  wifdom  and 
firmnefs  which  were  manifefted  by  the  late  Parliament  were  felt 
and  approved  by  the  nation  at  large,  and  that  your  condg£i  will 
be  aduated  by  fimilar  principles  in  defence  of  our  happy  confti- 
tution. 

It  muft  have  given  you  great  concern  to  learn  that  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  endeavours  to  reftorc  the  blefSngs  of  peace  have  been  again 
/ruftrated  by  the  defperate  ambition  of  the  French  governments 
I  have  his  Majefty's  commands  to  lay  before  you  his  royal  Declara- 
tion/ and  the  various  papers  which  pafTed  in  tRe  courfe  of  the 
late  negotiation,  in  which  the  magnanimity  and  moderation  of 
his  Majefty  were  fo  eminently  difplayed,  as  to  leave  no  pretext 
tft  colour  for  the  infidious  conduA  and  fallacious  ftatemc;its  of 
the  enemy. 

His  Majefty  relics  with  confidence  on  the  fpirit  of  his  people 
of  Ireland,  who  arc  fenfiblc  of  their 'duty  to  their  God,  their 
fovereign,  and  their  country.  He  knows  they  are  incapable  of 
being  intimidated  by  any  threats,  or  deluded  by  any  offers ;  and 
he  implicitly  depends  on  the  valour  of  his  regular  and  militia 
forces,  the  aftive  loyalty  of  the  diftrift  corps,  the  courage  of 
the  nation,  and  the  prowefs  of  his  fleets  and  armies,  for  defeating 
every  hoftile  attempt  which  may  be  made  on  this  kingdom. 

The  late  fignal  viftory  of  Admiral  Lord  Duncan  over  the 
Dutch  fquadron,  achieved  on  their  own  coafts  with  fuch  pro- 
fellional  flcill  and  heroic  gallantry,  has  not  only  added  fre(h  luftre* 
to  the  glory  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  but  has  given  new  ftrength 
and  feciirity  to  all  his  Majefty's  dominions. 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen  of  theHoufe  of  Commons, 

I  have  ordered  the  public  accounts  and  the  eftimates  for  the  en- 
faing  year  to  be  laid  before  you.  I  lament  that  additional  bur- 
dens are  Hill  necertarv,  in  order  to  maintain  the  honour  andfecu- 
rity  of  the  empire  in  the  prefent  exigency  ;  arid  althoiigti  from 
the  ftatc  ot  preparation  in  which  this  kingdom  ftands,  feme  of 
the  demands  of  former  periods  will  not  recur,  yet  I  fear  the  ge- 
neral cxp'jrrfc  of  the  cnfuing  year  will  not  admit  of  any  confi- 
dcrablc  Tcdndioii.  When  you  refiefl  on  all  you  have  to  pre- 
fervu',  and  all  y<'U  have  to  expcd  from  the  enemy  you  have  to 
coirhat  vith,  I  doubt  not  ihc  fupplics  will  be  cheerfully  granted. 
I  {hall  ciiudavour,  oh  my  part,  that  ihcy  fliall  be  faithfully  ap- 
plied. 

My  Lords  and  Genilomen, 

In  conftqncncc  of  the  addrclfes  of  rhr  TiOuRs  of  Lords  and 
Commons  in  May  laft,  I  din\ni.I  i-nmediatc  and  vigorous  mea- 
furcs  to  be  taken  for  !cp:c:iing  difnfFeclion  in  the  northern  parti 
of  the  kingdom,  and  for  reltoring  fccurity  and  conHdence  to  the 
loyal  and  wcll-difpofcd ;  the  cffed\  of  which  has  been  manifdled 
in  the  return  of  fuhordinaiion  and  induftry  in  that  quarter. 
Other  attempts  have  Inicc  been  nude  by  the  leaders  of  the  dif- 
affcdlcd  in  fome  parts  of  the  midFand  and  fouthern  diftricls  wilh 
too  much  fucccfs,  and  emilfaries  have  been  employed,  and  publi- 
cations have  been  circulated  by  them,  to  revive  religious  animofi- 
ties,  and  to  open  profpcfls  of  plunder,  by  which  means  the 
lower  claflbs  have  been  exciicvl  to  roitimii  ac^Nof  the  moil  hoirid 
cutrai^e  and  barbarity.  I  li;ne  to  lament  that  the  diligence  and 
activity  of  the  magidrates,  though  al]i(kd  bv  the  troops  which 
have  been  ordered  into  that  part  of  the  kinv^lom,  have  not  yet 
been  able  eniirciy  to  put  a  Hop  to  tl.ofe  diltuibanccs.  Conftant 
vigilance  and  unremitting  exertions  coritinue  to  be  neceflary  when 
all  means  are  tried  to  i.xcite  the  people  to  rebellion  and  revolt- 
when  a  fyllcmatic  plan  of  alFuliination  is  adopted  and  encou- 
raged, and  when  the  mofl  audacious  attempts  arc  made  to  im- 
pede and  prevent  the  adminiftration  of  judice. 

Amidii  your  exertions  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  I  niuft 
not  omit  to  recommend  to  you  not  to  relax  your  attention  to  its 
commerce,  its  ai^riculture,  and  its  manufaclnrcs,  and  efpecially 
to  that  of  the  linen  ;  nor  will  your  liberality  be  iefs  confpicuous 
in  continuing  that  protedlion  to  the  Protertant  charter  fchools, 
auil  the  other  charitable  iniUtuiions  under  which  they  have  fo 
lon'^  ilonrifhed. 

His  Majefty  has  commanded  me  to  declare  to  you,  that  ms 
firm  refoluiion  is  taken  in  the  prefent  arduous  conteft.  He  v»l 
not  be  wanting  to  his  people,  but  with  them  will  ftand  or  fall 

4  '" 
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in  the  defence  of  their  religion,  and  in  the  prefcrvation  of  the  in* 
dependence^  laws,  and  liberties  of  his  kingdoms. 

It  will  be  a  fource  of  infinite  fatisfadion  to  my  mind,  if^  in 
the  execution  of  my  duty,  I  can  contribute  to  fupport  the  gene- 
rous determination  of  my  fovereign  and  tnaintain  the  fafety  and 
profperity  of  his  people.  I  rely  upon  your  advice  and  co-ope- 
ration, and,  aided  by  them,  1  lo^k  forward  with  confidence  to  a 
happy  iflue  of  the  conteft  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

(JAddreflcs  were  moved  in  both  Houfes,  and  carried  unani- 
Eiiouny«] 


In  the  Hoitfe  of  Lords ^   on  the  igth  February  1798,  Ear/  Afoira 

made  the  following  Afotion^ 

T^HAT  an  hun^ble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the 
***  Lord  Lieutenant,  feprefenting  that  as  Parliament  hath  con- 
fided to  his  Excellency  extraordinary  powers  for  fupporting  the 
bws,  and  for  defeating  any  traitorous  combinations  which  may 
exift  in  this  kingdom,  this  Hou(e  feels  it,  at  the  fame  time,  a 
Ipty  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  fuch  conciliatory  meafures  as 
may  allay  the  apprehenfions  and  extinguifli  ;he  difcontents  un-  ' 
happily  prevalent  in  this  country. 

TThis  motion  w^s   negatived  by  a  majority  of  44  contents 
igamfl  9  Don-contents.J 


jfgainjl  this  Decifion  the  following  Protrjl  was  entered. 

Pifleniicnt, 

BECAUSE  that  at  a  moment  when  Government  has  thought 
itfelf  obliged  to  exert  unufual  rigour,  it  appears  the  extreme  of 
impolicy  not  to  profcfs  the  rclu6lance  with  which  fuch  feveri- 
ties  are  enforced,  and  the  wilh  of  Ciovcrnmcnt  to  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  people  by  a  gentler  courfc.  » 

(Signed) 

Granard.  Arran. 

MoiRA.  W.  Down  and  Gonnor. 

^  r 

Ch  A  RLE  MONT.       DuNSANEY. 

MoyNTCASHEL,  Proxy. 


In  the  Houfe  of  Commons i  en  the  ^th  March  1798,   the  following 
Motion  was  made  by  Sir  Lawrence  Par/ons, 

npHAT  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ftatc  of 
"*•  the  country,  and  to  fuggcft  fuch  meafures  as  are  Ukely  to 
conciliate  the  popular  mind  and  reflore  tranquillity. 

Vot.  VII.  4B  ^'^ 
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[This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  156  againft  19. 
—Lord  Corry,  immediately  after  the  divifion,  moved,  and  the 
Houfe  voted,  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
for  the  good  confeqiiences  to  the  country  from  the  vigorous 
meafures  purfued  by  his  Excellency's  government  in  Ulfter,  and 

{pledging  the  firm  fupport  of  the  Houfe  in  purfuit  of  ihofe  mca- 
iires,  and  to  the  reftoration  of  perfeft  tranquillity.]  • 


Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  his  Excellency  tht 
Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  24/A  March  1798. 

May  it  plcafe  your  Excellency, 

T  ARGE  as  the  fupplies  of  the  laft  feflion  were  beyond  all 
"*^  former  grants,  ihefe  which  the  Commons  no^v  offer  to  his 
Majefty  are  not  inferior ;  rhey  go  to  the  fulleft  extent  of  every 
fervice  propofcd  by  Government,  and  are  given  with  an  unani- 
mity and  zeal  which  mark  the  unalterable  determination  of  this 
kingdom  to  (land  or  fall  with  Great  Britain,  and  (how  that  our 
vigour  rifes  as  the  vaunting  menaces  of  the  enemy  increafe. 

With  the  fame  unanimity  we  have  voted  the  maintenance  of  an 
army  far  greater  than  was  ever  kept  up  by  this  kingdom  during 
any  preceding  war;  and  we  have  continued  to  them  the  augment- 
ation of  pay  which  was  granted  by  the  laft  Parliament,  and 
which  your  Excellency  did  juftly  ftate  to  that  Parliament  to  be  a 
fcafonablc  and  honourable  acknowledgment  on  their  part  of  the 
fleadincfs  and  loyalty  of  that  army.  The  prefenl  Parliament  feels 
the  fame  fcntimcnts  towards  them.  Repeated  experience  of  the 
order  and  alacrity  which  they  have  (hown  on  every  occafion  that 
lias  offered,  confirms  his  Majefty's  faithful  Commons  in  thofc 
fentiments;  and  we  join  moft  cordially  with  his  Majefty  in  his 
firm  reliance  on  the  valour  of  his  regular  and  militia  forces  in 
this  kingdom,  which  his  Majelly  has  been  pleafed  to  exprcfs  in 
his  gracious  anfvvcr  to  our  addrefs  this  fcffion. 

While  the  courage,    the  vigour,  and  tlie  difcipline    of  thofe 

forces  mud  render  them  formidable  to  the  enemy  and   infure  his 

defeat,  ihould  he  be  defperate  enough  to  attempt  invafion,  their 

zeal,  and  that  of  the  yeomen,  to  put  down  rebellion,  to  cnilh 

infurrcdion,  and  to  aflill  the   executive  power  in  protecting  the 

loyal,  the    innocent,    and   well-difpofcd,     affords    the    moft  coa- 

vincing  proof  of  their  ardent  and  unfliakuhle  attachinent  to  the 

belHovcreign  and  bcft  conltiiiition  that  ever  blelTed  a  free  and 

happy  people.     Wc   are  free — and   we  will  not  tamely  give  »p 

our  happinefs.     The  loyal  fpirit  of  the  nation   is  able  to  criifh 

rebellion    to   atom^,  wherever   it  Ihall  dare  to   fliow    iifelf;  and 

with  the  firmnefs  which  fo  ftrongly  marks  your  Excellency's  cha- 

radcr,  witii  the  conftant  fuccefs  which  has  attended  every  vigor- 
ous 
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«)us  mcafure  that  neceffity  has  called  on  your  Excellency  to  adopt, 
wc  have  nothing  to  fear.  We  have,  indeed,  to  lament,  that 
traitorous  confpiracies  can  dill  continue,  and  that  any  men  can 
be  found  in  the  land  fo  loft  to  every  fenfe  of  patriot ifm,  of  hu- 
manity, of  duty  to  themfelves,  their  country,  and  their  God, 
as  to  degrade  the  nation  and  the  name  of  Irifhman,  by  a<Sts  of 
ingratitude,  barbarity,  and  airafTmation,  which  would  debafe  a 
favage — ads  which  call  for  the  heavy  hand  of  juftice,  and  which 
the  ordinary  power  of  the  laws  has  proved  inadequate  to  prevent 
the  melancholy  and  frequent  repetition  of. 

But  while  we  lament  fuch  a  mortifying  calamity,  we  have  the 
fatisfa(Eiion  of  feeing  how  little  its  malignant  influence^  or  the 
efforts  of  an  exafperated  and  revengeful  enemy,  has  afFefied 
our  commercial  profperity. 

Notwithftanding  the  largenefs  of  the  fupplies,  we  have  conti- 
nued the  ufual  bounties  and  encouragement  to  the  trade,  the 
agriculture,  and  the  manufaflures  of  the  kingdom;  and  we  fee, 
with  fincere  gratification,  the  deflrable  eiFe<f)s  of  thofe  encou- 
ragements, in  the  great  increafe  of  trade  during  the  war,  in  the 
general  confidence  which  attends ;  private  as  well  as  public  cre- 
dit, in  the  unufual  plenty  which  our  agriculture  fupplies,  and  in 
the  profperous  flate  of  all  our  manufactures,  but  mod  particu- 
larly of  our  great  (laple,  the  linen. 


In  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  on  the  23^  April  1798,  the  Earl  of  Glan-^ 

dore  made  the  following  Motion. 

'T^HAT  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
•^  Lieutenant,  expreffing  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  for  the 
proclamation  iifued  by  his  Excellency  and  the  Council  on  the 
30th  of  March*,  and  the  full  conviftion  of  the  Houfe,  from 
the  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  of  the  neceflity  for  ftrong  and  decided 
meafures. 

[This  motion  was  carried  bjr  a  majority  of  34  contents  againd 
3  non-contents.] 


In  the  Houfe  of  Commons ^    on  the  id  May  1798,  Mr.  Vandeleur 
moved  the  following  Addrefs  to  his  Excellency m 

npHAT  he  would  be  pleafed   to  order  to  be  laid  before  the 
-*-    Houfe  copies  of  all  orders  given  to  general  officers  in  lie- 
land,  fince  the  30th  of  March  laft. 


•Vide  page  347, 

4  B  '/  [No 


(    SS6    ) 

£No  decifion  was  come  to  by  the  Houfe  upon  the  above  mo- 
tion, on  account  of  there  being  an  infufficient  attendance  of 
members.] 


On  the  2id  May  17 98,  L^rd  Vlfcount  Cafilereagh  prefentedu  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  the  following  Mcffage  from  bis  Excellency. 

Camden. 

T  AM  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  in  confequenoe 
^  of  the  diforders  which  have  taken  place  in  the  neighbouring 
Counties,  and  of  the  preparations  which  appeared  to  be  making 
by  the  ditafFeded  in  this  metropolis  and  its  vicinity,  the  magif- 
trates  thought  it  proper  to  apply  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Priiy 
Council,  to  place  the  city  under  the  provifions  of  the  ad  pifled 
in  the  thirty-iixth  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign,  more  eSeAually  to 
fupprefs  infarreOions  and  prevent  the  diiturbance  of  the  pd>lic 
peace  :  this  application  has  been  complied  with ;  and  I  am  now, 
vfith  the  utnu>(l  concern,  to  inform  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  ihit 
I  have  received  information  that  the  difaffcAed  have  been  dyeing 
enough  to  form  a  plan  for  the  purpofe  of  poflTeffing  ihemfelTes, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  month,  of  the  metropolis^  of  feixing 
the  feat  of  government,  and  thofe  in  authority  within  the  city. 
In  confequence  of  this  information,  I    have  direded  every  mi- 
litary precaution  to  be  taken  which  feemed  expedient.     I  have 
made  full  comminiication  to  the  magiitracy  for  the  dire£Uon  of 
their  efforts,  and  1  have  no  doubt  that,  by  the  meafures  which 
will  be  purfuc'd,  the  defigns  of  the  rebellious  will  be  effe&ually 
and  entirely  crufhed. 

I  have  taken  the  carlieft  opportunity  of  making  this  communi- 
cation, and  have  the  fuUcft  confidence  that  I  fliall  be  fupportedby 
the  Commons  in  fuch  meafures  as  (hall  be  neceifary  finally  to 
fupprefs  the  rebellious  confpiracy  which  exiAs  in  this  kingdom, 

C. 

[In  confequence  of  which  the  following  refolutions  were 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  imme- 
diately,  with  their  Speaker,  proceeded  on  foot  to  the  Ca(Uc» 
and  prefcnted  them  to  his  Excellency.] 

Refolved, 

THAT  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefcnted  to  his  ExceUemcy  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  to  return  his  Excellency  our  itnccre  thanks  for 
the  mclFagc  he  has  fent  this  day  to  the  Houfe. 

The  intelligence  it  communicates  fills  us  with  indignation 
and  horror,  whilft  it  roufcs  in  us  a  fpirit  of  determined  refolution 
and  energy. 

Wi 
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We  rely  upon  the  vigilance  and  vigour  of  his  Excellency's 
government,  whichf  we  trufty  ivill  continue  unabated,  till  the 
confpiracy,  which  fo  fatally  exids,  be  utterly  difTolved.  Seniible 
of  the  danger  which  furrounds  us,  we  are  fully  prepared  to  meet 
it  under  his  Excellency's  aufpices;  and  we  feel  afliired,  that  his 
fnccefsful  efforts  in  the  caufe  of  our  fovereign  and  the  cdnftitu« 
tion,  will  foon  bfe  crowned  with  univerfal  gratitude,  not  only 
from  the  loyal,  who  have  ftood  their  ground  with  iirmnefsi  but 
from  the  deluded,  who  have  been  traitoroufly  feduced. 

[To  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant  returned  the  following  an- 
Twer .] 

THE  manner  in  which  the  tloufe  of  Commons  has  ex- 
prefled  its  approbation  of  my  conduA  calls  for  expreflliohs,  on 
my  part,  to  which  no  language  I  can  ufe  is  equal.  The  wif- 
dociiy  the  firmnefa,  and  the  fpirit,  which  have  been  mantfeftedt 
luring  the  whole  of  this  eventful  period,  by  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
nons,  and  the  peculiar  promptitude,  alacrity,  and  unanimity, 
vrhicb  have  been  evinced,  muft  tend,  in  the  moft  effedual  mta- 
ncr,  to  crufli  rebellion  and  to  fave  the  ftate. 

[A  mdTage  to  the  fame  effeft  having  been  fent  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  their  Lordfliips  voted  the 
following  addrefsj  and  prefented  it  to  his  Excellency  in  the  lame 
Hunner.J 

WE  cannot  reprefs  our  indignant  emotions  at  thofe  defperate 
lefigns  which  have  been  communicated  to  us,  nor  fufficiently 
ipplaud  the  vigilance  and  vigour  which  are  exerted  to  defeat 
hem.  With  firm  and  collefted  refolution,  we  exprefs  a  full 
confidence  that  his  Excellency  will  proceed  in  his  meafures  with 
mrelaxed  eiFort;  we  engage  to  him  our  full  fupport,  ftrength- 
;ned  by  the  increafed  a£tivity  of  the  loyal,  and  the  repentance  of 
he  deluded.  The  welUdire6led  force  of  Government  cannot  fail 
o  extinguifii  the  confpiracy  which  difgraces  the  kingdom ;  and 
lis  Excellency  will  foon  reap  the  fruits  of  his  unremitting  atten- 
ion  to  public  fafety  in  the  approbation  of  his  fovereign  and  in 
he  gratitude  of  the  people* 

[To  which  his  Excellency  returned  the  following  anfwcr.] 

YOUR  approbation  of  the  meafures  I  have  taken,  fo  ar- 
lently,  immediately,  and  unanimoufly  conveyed,  affords  me  the 
tigheft  gratification :  you  cannot  doubt  of  my  vigorous  perfe- 
'erance  in  what  you  have  approved;  nor  can  I  helitaie  as  to 
he  fpeedy  fucccfs  of  thofe  efforts  which  are  fo  warmly  feconded 
»y  the  energy  of  the  legidature,  and  by  the  loyal  fpirit  which  is 
9  confpicuoufly  and  generally  difplayed. 


(    S5»    ) 

Oh  the  24/A  May  Lord  Caftlereagh  prefented  to  the  Houfe  the  jil- 
lowing  MeJJage  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Camden, 

HAVE  thought  it  my  indifpenfable  duty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  the  Privy  Council^  undCr  the  prefent  circumftanccs 
of  this  kingdom,  to  iflfue  a  proclamation,  a  copy  of  which  I 
have  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

C. 


I 


By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland* 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
Camden. 

HIS  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice of  ihe  Privy  Council,  has  iflued  orders  to  all  the  general 
officers  commanding  his  Majefty's  forces  to  punifli  all  perfons 
a£ting,  aiding,  or  in  any  manner  aflifling  in  the  rebellion  which 
now  exids  within  this  kingdom,  and  has  broken  out  in  the  mod 
daring  and  violent  attacks  upon  his  Majedy's  forces,  according  to 
martial  law,  either  by  death  or  otherwife,  as  to  them  (hall  feem 
right  and  expedient,  for  the  punifliment  and  fuppreflion  of  all 
rebels  in  their  fevcral  diftriSs:  of  which  all  his  Majefty*s  fub- 
jeds  are  hereby  required  to  take  notice. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  in  Dublin,  the  24th  day  of 
May  1798. 

God  fave  the  King. 


The  foil  owing  Refolution^  in  Anfwer  to  the  above  Mejfigej  u'JI 
moi'cd  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  and  carritd  ilcm. 
con. 

Refolved, 

THAT  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  to  cxprefs  our  cordial  acknowledgment  for  the 
mciFage  font  this  day  by  his  Excellency  to  the  Houfe.  We  en- 
tirely approve  the  dtcifive  meafure  his  Excellency  has  taten  by 
the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  however  we  may  lament  its  nc- 
cclfity.  We  renew  our  engagement  of  fupport ;  and  when  we 
rcflc<S  on  the  general  firmnefs  and  vigour  which  are  manifefted, 
we  feel  the  fulled  afTurance  that  the  rebellion  will  be  fpccdily 
cruflied. 


Ok 
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I  Tue/Jayy  jfune  1 7,  the  foilowtng  Afcjfagc  from  the  Lord  Lieu* 
tenant  was  prefented  to  the  Houje  of  Commons  by  Lord  Cajlle- 
reagh* 

CORNWALLIS* 

HAVE  received  the  King's  commands  to  acquaint  the  Houfe 

of  Commons,  that  his  Majefty,  notwithftanding  his  juft  ab- 
rrence  of  the  unnatural  and  unprovoked  rebellion  which  has 
oken  out  in  this  kingdom,  yet  being  ever  difpofed  to  exert,  as 
:  as  pofllble,  his  royal  prerogative  of  mercy,  and  to  receive 
ain  under  his  royal  protedlion  thofc  who  by  the  arts  of 
icked  and  defigning  men  have  been  feduced  from  their  allc- 
ance,  has  fignified  his  gracious  intention  of  granting  his  ge- 
ral  and  free  pardon  for  ail  offences  committed  on  or  before  a 
rtain  day,  upon  fuch  conditions,  and  with  fuch  exceptions,  as 
ay  be  compatible  with  the  public  fafety  ;  for  carrying  which 
nevolent  purpofe  into  execution,  his  Majcfty  has  fignified  his 
acious  intention  of  fanftioning,  in  the  ufual  form,  by  his  royal 
^nature,  a  bill  for  that  purpofe,  previous  to  its  being  fubmitted 
r  the  concurrence  of  Parliament. 

His  Majefty  has  alfo  direfled  me  to  lay  before  you  feveral 
iportant  papers,  which  may  aflift  you  in  unfolding  the  nature 
id  extent  of  the  confpiracy  which  has  long  prevailed  in  this 
ngdom ;  not  doubting  that  whilft  your  endeavours  are  direfted 

give  cffeft  to  the  gracious  intentions  of  his  Majefty,  that 
m  will  feel  it  your  indifpenfable  duty  to  confider  of  and  adopt 
ch  meafures  of  falutary  precaution  as  may  tend  to  fecure  the 
ite  hereafter  againft  the  machinations  of  the  difaffefted. 

In  your  deliberations,  the  fufferings  of  his  Majetty's  loyal 
bje<Ss  will  naturally  receive  your  attention  ;  and  1  recom- 
end  to  you  the  framing  of  cfFeflual  meafures  for  afcertaining 
eir  loiTcs,  and  bringing  their  claims  under  the  confideration  of 
arliament. 

The  numerous  and  continued  advantages  of  his  Majefty's 
>rces  over  the  rebels,  afford  me  juft  ground  to  believe,  that  as 
icir  hopes  of  fuccefs  muft  have  failed,  fo  the  obftinacy  of 
icir  refillance  vyiU  fpecdily  ceafe.  The  generals  under  my 
)mmand  have  received,  and  fliall  continue  to  receive,  the 
loll  pofitive  orders  to  proceed  againit  them  with  unccafing  ac* 
vity  and  vigour:  and  I  (hall  not  fuffer  their  exertions  to  re- 
X  fo  long  as  any  body  of  them  whatever  (hall  remain  in  arms 
jainft  his  Majelly's  peace. 


X.wA 
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lm%rd  Cafilertagh  moved  the  following  Refilut ton ^  in  jfnfwer  to  tU 
above  Mejjage.    It  ww  carried  unanimonjly* 

THAT  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant^  to  requeil  his  Excellency  will  lay  before  bis 
Majefty  the  fincere  acknowledgaients  of  his  faithful  Cotnmoos 
for  the  gracious  communication  \^hich  has  been  made  by  his  £x^ 
ficllency,  in  his  Majelly's  name,  to  this  Hou(e. 

That  we  (hould  be  dead  to  every  feeling  of  loyalty  and  gratis 
tudc,  if  we  did  not  mod  unequivocally  declare,  that  his  Ma* 
jelly's  reign  has  been  one  continued  feries  of  beneficent  conde- 
fccnfion  and  favouring  grace  to  his  fubjeds  of  this  kingdom; 
that  under  his  bcncvoicnt  aufpiccs  his  Majcdy's  kingdom  of 
Ireland  had  rifen  to  a  height  of  profperity  unhoped  for  and  un* 
paralleled  in  any  former  arra ;  that  our  commerce  had  been 
largely  extended,  our  conArtution  highly  improved,  and  evenr 
clafs  of  fubjeds  conciliated  by  the  mod  liberal  ads  of  conccf- 
fion  and  indulgence — that  feeling  from  this  condudl  in  his  Ma- 
jeCly's  adminillration,  that  the  duties  of  allegiance  and  loyalty 
became  daily  ftronger  in  proportion  to  the  benefits  which  wcit 
rxpericnccd,  we  cannot  rcprefs  our  indignation  at  the  ingratU 
tude  of  thofe  who  have  iniligatcd  the  people  to  forget  fuch  ob- 
ligation, and  to  engage  in  confpiracy,  treafon,  and  rebellion. 

Th:(t  we  obferve,  with  the  warmefi  admiration,  that  no  de- 
merit, no  crime  in  his  fuhjefls  can  extinguifh  the  workings  of 
mercy  in  the  royal  bread,  and  that  his  Majcdy  is  ever  more  will- 
ing to  confign  their  offences  to  oblivion,  upon  fuch  conditions 
;ind  with  fuch  exceptions  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  public 
fafcty,  tl>an  to  punifh  them  with  that  fcv^rity  which  they  fo 
fully  dcfcrvci  that  a  conduft  fo  conciliatory  and  benevolent  muft 
deeply  penetrate  the  heart  of  every  fubjeS;  and  whiltt  it  is  our 
boiinden  duty  to  form  the  dronged  guards  for  the  general  fecu* 
rity,  and  for  maintaining  the  rights  of  his  Majcdy's  throne 
agahift  the  future  machinations  of  the  difaffcded,  we  Ihall  ever 
keep  in  view  the  humane  difpofitions  of  the  royal  mind,  and 
endeavour  to  render  his  Majclty's  mercy  complete  and  effica- 
cious; that  we  requeil  his  Excellency  will  communicate  to  his 
Majcdy  our  finccrc  thanks  for  ordering  to  be  laid  before  us  fc- 
veral  important  papers,  which  may  aflid  us  in  unfolding  the  ex- 
tent of  the  confpiracy  which  has  long  prevailed  in  this  kingdom, 
and  we  fhall  refer  them  to  fuch  an  examination  as  their  peculiar 
nature  may  properly  demand. 

Ih^t  we  (hall  immediately  attend  to  the  fufFerings  of  thofc 
loyal  l*nbjc6ls  whofc  families  and  property  have  been  injured  bf 
the  rebels,  and  fliall  endeavour  to  afcertain  their  loffes  in  fuch  a 
maniKir  as  to  bring  the  claims  which  refult  from  them  to  the 
•fulled  confideration  i  that  wc  trud,  from  the  valour  of  all  his 
S  Majcfty's 
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Majefty's -forces,. their  numerous  and  fignal  fuccefles,  and  from 
the  late  entire  difperfion  which  the  rebels  have  experienced,  from 
the  vigorous  meafures  which  have  been  adopted  by  his  Excellency, 
all  future  refidance  will  fpeedily  terminate. 

Thofe  offers  of  mercy  to  the  repentant,  thofe  meafures  of  vi- 
gour againft  the  obftinat^,  which  are  the  wife  refult  of  his  Ex- 
cellences councils,  cannot  fail  finally  to  extinguifh  the  prefent 
rebellion^  and  to  reftore  the  invaluable  blcilings  of  fubordination 
and  peace. 


His  Excelkncfs  Speech  to  both  Houfes  o^n  the  6th  of  Oiiober  1798,  m 

frorogunig  the  Parliament. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
T  HAVE  the  fatisfaflion  of  acquainting  you,  that  I  have  received 
•*•  the  King's  commands  to  releafc  you  from  your  long  and  fa- 
tiguing attendance  in  Parliament ;  and  I  am  ordered  to  thank  you, 
fai  his  Majefiy's  name,  for  the  unfhaken  firmncfs  and  magnani- 
mity with  which  you  have  met  the  moil  trying  difficulties,  and 
with  which  the  meafures  have  been  planned,  which  you  have 
adopted  for  the  prefervat ion  of  your  country. 

I  offer  you  my  moft  finccre  congratulations  on  the  glorious  vic- 
tory which  has  been  obtained  by  his  Majeily's  fquadron  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Horatio  Nelfon,  over  the  French  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean,  which  not  oni^  rcfleds  the  higheft  honour  on  the 
officers  and  feamen  by  whom  it  has  been  achieved,  but  affords  a 
profpeft  of  the  moil  beneficial  confequenccs  to  the  future  interefts 
of  the  Britifh  empire. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

I  am  commanded  to  convey  to  you  his  Majefly's  particular 
thanks  for  the  fupplies  which  you  have  fo  liberally  granted,  and 
by  which  you  have  manifefled  both  the  extent  of  the  refources 
which  this  kingdom  poifeiTes,  and  the  fpirit  with  which  they  are 
employed  by  the  Commons  of  Ireland  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
fiate. 

His  Majedy  laments  the  necefTity  which  calls  for  the  impofitlon 
of  frefh  burdens  on  his  Majefty's  fubje£ls ;  but  he  trulls  that 
they  will  fee  how  much  their  prefent  fafety  and  their  future 
happinefs  depend  on  their  exertion  in  the  arduous  conteit  in  which 
they  are  engaged;  and  he  alTures  his  faithful  Commons,  .that  tjie 
aids  which  they  have  afforded  fhallbe  carefully  applied  to  the  great 
objed  of  maintaining  the  honour  and  promoting  the  intereft  of 
their  country. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
The  circumftances  which  have  taken  place  fince  its  commence- 
ment, nnifl  render  this  fciFion  very  memorable. 
Vol.  VII.  4C  •  TV% 
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The  fuulcft  and  darkcft  confpiracy  was  fof med»  and  long  cai^ 
ricd  on  by  the  implacable  enemy  of  thefe  rcalmsy  for  the  total  ei^ 
tindion  of  the  conilitution,  and  for  the  reparation  of  his  Majet 
ty's  kingdom  of  Ireland  from  Great  Britain.  By  the  unremitting 
vigilance  of  my  predeceifor  in  this  government  the  treafon  hi 
been  deteded  ;  the  apprehenfion  of  tlie  principal  confpiraton, 
and  the  falutary  meafures  wifely  adopted,,  checked  its  progiefs; 
and  through  your  fagacious  diligence  it  has  been  developied  iii  all 
its  parts,  and  traced  to  all  Its  fources. 

A  dangerous  and  wicked  rebellion,,  the  confequence  of  thst 
confpiracy,  has  been  in  a  great  meafure  fubdued ;  and  the  attempt 
of  our  inveterate  enemy  to  rekindle  the  flame  of  cwil  difcord,  bj 
fending  a  force  rnto  this  country,  has  terminated  in  defeat. 

Religion,  the  greateft  comfort  and  fupport  of  mankind,  has 
been  moil  wickedly  perverted  to  the  purpofe  of  inflaming  the 
word  of  paflions  ;  and  the  vileft  arts  have  been  ufed  to  pemiade 
the  ignorant  and  unwary,  that  in  a  reign  which  has  been  marked 
by  a  ferics  of  indulgences  to  all  feds  of  Chridians,  it  is  the  in« 
tcntion  of  his  Majclty^s  government  to  opprefs,.  and  even  to  ex« 
tirpate  that  dcfcription  of  his  Majefty's  fubje£ls  who  have  re- 
ceived repeated  and  recent  mavks  of  his  favour  and  prote£lion. 

The  Catholics  of  Ireland  cannot  but  have  obferved  what  has 
been  the  condud  of  thofe  who  affed  to  be  their  friends  to%vards 
the  rites  and  the  chara£lers  which  they  venerate,  and  under  whofe 
aufpices  the  perfecuted  paftors  of  their  church  have  found  a» 
afylum. 

Amongft  a  number  of  offenders  fome  mod  active  charaders 
have  neceflarily  been  felc£ted  as  objeds  of  public  juftice;  but  in 
every  period  of  this  dangerous  confpitracy  the  lenity  of  GoverU' 
ment  and  of  Parliament  has  been  confpicuous  ;  and  a  general  a& 
of  pardon  has  recently  iii'ued  from  the  royal  mercy,  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  affording  fccurity  to  the  repentant,  and  encouraging  the 
deluded  to  return  to  their  duty. 

The  vigour  and  power  of  his  Ma}e(ly*s  arm$»  the  loyalty,  fpi- 
rit,  and  activity  of  his  regular,  militia,  and  yeomanry  forces»  togt* 
ther  with  the  prompt  and  cordbl  afliilance  of  the  militia  and  fen* 
ciblesof  Great  Britain,  have  abundantly  proved  how  vain  every 
attempt  mud  he,  either  by  treachery  within,  or  by  force  from 
abroad,  to  undermine  or  overturn  our  civil  and  religious  cflablifh* 
mcnts. 

From  the  dangers  which  have  furrounded  you,  and  which  yoa 
have  overcome,  you  mull  be  fen lible  that  your  fecurity  can  only 
be  preferved  by  pcrfcvcring  vigilance  and  increafmg energy.  You 
will  not  fufFcr  your  efforts  to  relax,  and  you  may  be  aiTurcd  of  my 
zealous  endeavours  to  fecond  your  exertions.  Our  hopes  and  our 
objcdis  arc  the  fame,  that  the  deluded  may  fee  their  error,  and  the 
difaffedled  be  reclaimed  ;  but  if  an  endeavour  (haU  be  made  to 

abufe 
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abufe  the  royal  niacy»  and  to  form  freA  conrpiracics  in  the  pro- 
fpcA  of  impunity,  o&emlcd  iuftice  ^Hl  then  be  compelled  to  ex- 
tend to  the  obdumte  criminal  the  full  roeafure  of  his  punilhment. 

Amidft  your  meafures  either  of  power,  of  jtiftice,  or  of  cle- 
mency,- you  have  not  forgotten  to  anbrd  coofolation  and  encoiN 
r^gemem  to  the  loyal*  The  means  winch  were  adopted  for  their 
temporary  relief,  and  the  plan  which  has  been  devifed  for  the  fur- 
ther remuneration  of  their  lofles,  are  highly  honourable  to  your 
feelings,  and  muft,  in  every  loyal  breaft,  excite  emotions  of  love 
and  gratitude  to  his  country^ 

Smce  my  vi^^val  in  this  kingdom  I  have  received  the  moft  flat- 
tering aflurances  of  your  regard  and  approbation,  which  command 
my  warmeft  acknowledgments  ;  and  whilft  I  feel  myfelf  thus  en- 
couraged and  fupported,  and  reflet  on  the  loyalty  which  is  fo 
generally  difplayed^  and  on  the  force  which  is  entruded  to  my  di- 
itStion,  I  cannot  allow  myfelf  to  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of  our 
united  endeavours  for  the  welfare  of  this  country. 


BRITISH  PARLIAMENT. 

ddJreJi  9f  ioth  Hovfes  of  Parliament  t9  bis  Majeftj  on  tbe  lotb 

N'ovember  ij^l^ 

VIITE,  your  Majefty'smoft  dutiful  tod  loyal  fubje£ts,  the  Lords 
^^  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons,  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  have  taken  into  our  moft  fcrious  confideration  the  papers 
which  your  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  dire£l  to  be  laid  before 
us,  on  the  ftibje£k  of  the  negotiation  into  which  your  Majefty  had 
entered,  with  the  view  of  reftoring  to  your  people  a  fecure  and 
honourable  peace.  In  every  ftage  of  that  tranfa£lion  we  have  re- 
cognifed  your  Majefty's  invariable  and  unremitted  fulicirude  for 
our  profperity  and  welfare,  while  we  have  feen^  on  the  other 
hand,  the  moft  ab^in^ant  proofs  of  the  continuance  of  that  fpirit 
of  inveterate  animoflty  and  defperate  ambition^  on  the  part  of  our 
enemies,  in  which  the  prefent  conteft  firft  originated.  Your  Ma- 
jefty*8  -conduA,  charadterized  by  an  unexampled  moderation, 
Dpcnnefs,  and  conGftency,  has  left  to  the  enemy  no  means  of  eva- 
lion,  no  fiibterfuge  of  difguife  or  artifice.  It  can  no  longer  be 
denied  that  their  conduct  is  adluated  by  a  fixed  determination  of 
excluding  all  means  of  peace,  and  of  purfuing,  at  all  hazards, 
their  hoftile  defigns  againft  the  happinefs  and  fafety  of  thefe  king- 
doms: even  the  vain  pretence  of  pacific difpofitions  is  now  aban- 
doned, and  tlie  real  pnrpo(eof  all  their  councils^  and  of  all  their 
meafures,  at  length  openly  and  publicly  avowed.  It  is  to  our 
laws  and  government  that  they  have  declared  their  irreconcilable 
hatred.  No  facrifice  will  content  them  but  that  of  our  liberty  ; 
|i»o  conceflion  but  that  of  our  envied  and  happy  conftitution. 

4  C  2  \^\Atx 
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Under  fuch  circumftances,  wc  feel  the  duty  which  we  owe  ui 
this  great  criiis  to  Gud  and  to  our  country.  Animated  by  tbe 
fame  fcniimcnts  which  your  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  declare 
to  your  people  and  to  the  world,  attached  to  your  Majefty  by 
principles  of  duty  and  gratitude^  and  feniible  that  it  is  only  fxoai 
courage  and  firmnefs  that  we  can  look  for  prefent  fafety  or  per- 
manent  peace,  we  are  determined  to  defend^  with  unfhaken  refo- 
lution,  your  Majefty's  throne,  the  lives  and  property  of  our  fiel* 
low-fubjc£lS|  the  government  and  conftitution  of  our  countnfi 
and  the  honour  and  independency  of  the  Britifli  empire.  We 
know  that  great  exertions  are  necelfary ;  we  are  preapred  to  ocnke 
them  ;  and,  placing  our  firm  reliance  on  that  divme  prote&ioa 
which  has  always  hitherto  been  e}(tended  to  us,  we  will  fuppoit 
your  Majefty  to  the  utnK>ft,  and  (land  or  fall  with  our  ieligioD| 
laws,  and  liberties. 


The  following  Amendment  to  the  Addrefs  was  moved  in  the  Boufi  (f 

Commons  hy  Sir  jfohn  Sinclair. 

WE  beg  leave  to  return  your  Majefty  our  moft  humble  and 
hearty  thanks  for  your  gracious  communication  of  the  papers  r^ 
fpeding  the  late  negotiation  entered  into  with  the  government  of 
France.  When  weconfiderthe  various  calamities  to  which  na- 
tions in  a  ftate  of  .hoftility  are  neceflarily  expofed,  wecanitoi  b^ 
deplore  the  contint^ance  of  a  war,  which  has  already  occafiontd 
fuch  expenfe  of  treafure  and  of  blood  to  the  powers  engaged,  in 
it  ;  and  we  join  moft  heartily  in  applauding  your  Majcfty'shu- 
rnanc  and  beneficent  exertions  to  bring  the  fame  to  a  terminatioQ* 
We  truft  that  the  two  nations  will  fee  the  wifdom  and  policy  of 
fpeedily  renewing  a  negotiation  fo  favourable  to  the  intercftsof 
humanity,  and  of  concluding  the  war  on  terms  juft  in  themfelveSf 
and  honourable  to  the  parties  interefted  ;  the  only  true  foundation 
in  which  a  lafting  pacification  can  be  expeded.  But  if,  unfortu- 
nately, fuch  hopes  ihonld  not  be  rcaliz^cd,  and  (hould  the  further 
profecution  of  the  war  become  negeir^ry,  your  Majefty  may  be 
affured  of  the  firm  and  unalterable  fupport  of  your  faithful  Com- 
mons, in  making  every  exertion  that  circumftances  m^y  render 
xiccefTary  for  procuring  afafe  and  honourable  peace,  on  terms  con* 
fiftent  with  the  dignity  of  your  Majefty's  crown  and  kingdoaij 
and  theprofperity  andefTeniial  intereftsof  your  people. 
[The  above  amendment  was  withdrawn.] 


m 
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tf^  MaJ^Jiy^s  Anfwer  to  the  Addrefs  of  hoth  Houfcs  of  FarKameni 

on  the  nth  November. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

NOTHING  would  be  more  fatisfaflory  to  me  than  the  nnt- 
nimous  declaration  of  the  fcntiments  ot  my  two  Ho*ifcs  of  Par- 
liament; they  are  fuch  as  the  conduA  and  declared  intention  of 
the  enemy  could  not  fail  to  produce.  We  are  engaged  in  a  caufc 
which  is  common  to  us  all,  and  contending  for  every  intereft  which 
a  free  and  independent  nation  can  have  to  maintain.  Under  the 
bleifing  of  Providence,  I  look  with  confidence  to  the  ilFue  of  this 
grtat  conteft  :  but  in  every  event  my  refolulion  is  taken :  it  is 
luch  as  I  owe  to  God,  to  my  country,  and  to  myfelf,  and  it  it 
confirmed  by  the  fentjments  which  yon  have  this  day  delivered 
to  me.  I  will  not  be  wanting  to  my  people,  but  will  (huid  or 
fall  with  them  in  the  defence  of  our  religion  and  in  the  mainte- 
na^e  of  the  independence,  laws,  and  liberties  of  thefe  king- 
doms. 


Oh  the  Zth  December  Mr.  Nfchqlls  made  the  followtfig  Mation  In  tht 
;;  Houje  of  Commons. 

THAT  allTalaries,  fees,  and  perquiTites  of  all  perfons  hold^ 
ing  offices  under  the  Crown>  ihall  be  given  up  towards  de. 
faijUflg  the  expeufes  of  the  war,  excepting  the  fum  of  200o/. 
^eyear  to  all  officers  whofe  falaries,  fees,  and  perquidtes  (hall  ex* 
Qced  2000/.  a-year«  This  refolution  not  to  extend  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  the  Judges, 
the  officers  holding  commiffions  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  xm 
foreign  minifters. 

[The  motion  was  withdrawn.] 


.  f 


7pf/pl/own^  Mejfagc  was  brought  down  to  the  Houfc  of  Commons 

on  the  nth  January  1798. 

G.  R. 

TJlSMajcfty  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
^^  that  he  has  received  various  advices  of  preparations  made, 
and  meafures  taken  in  France,  apparently  in  purfuance  of  a  de<* 
fign  openly  and  repeatedly  profelFed  of  attempting  an  invafion  of 
thefe  kingdoms.  His  Majefty  is  firmly  perfuaded  that  by  the 
zeal,  courage,  and  exertions  of  his  faithful  people,  ftruggling  for 
cveiy  thing  that  is  mod  dear  to  them,  fuch  an  enterpnfe,  if  at- 
tempted, will  terminate  in  the  confufion  and  ruin  of  thofe  who 
may  be  engaged  in  it.    But  his  Majefty,  in  his  anxious  concern  for 

the 
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tTie  welfare  and  Tafety  of  his  people,  feels  it  incumbent  upon  him 
to  omit  no  fuitable  precaution  which  may  contribute  to  their  de- 
fence at  fo  important  a  conjuncture*  His  Majedy  therefore,  in 
purfiiance  of  the  a£t  of  Parliament  paflcd  lad  feflion  for  providtifg 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  militia,  thinks  it  right  to  make  tKi 
coinmiinlcation  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  to  the  end  thithif 
Majefty  may  caufe  the  faid  militiai  or  fuch  part  thereof  as  he  ihail 
think  neceflaryi  to  be  drawn  out  and  embodied^  and  to  march«  as 
occasion  (hall  require. 

Mr,  Dundas  mwed^  and  the  Houfe  agreed  M  the  following  Addreft 

in  confequence  of  the  above  Meffage. 

THAT  an  humble  addrcfs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty ,  to  return 
his  Nlajeity  our  mofl  dutiful  thanks  for  gracioufly  communicatipg 
to  this  Houfe,  that  he  has  received  various  advices  of  preparations 
made  and  meafures  taken  in  France,  apparently  in  purfuancc,Qf 
the  defign  openly  and  repeatedly  profefled  of  attempting  the  ui- 
▼afion  of  thefe  kingdoms :  To  aflure  his  Majedy  that  be  may 
rely  on  the  continued  and  decided  fupport  of  this  Houfe  in  thii 
important  conjunAure ;  and  that  we  are  firmly  perfuadcd  that  the 
xeal  and  courage  of  his  faithful  fubje£ls  ftruggling  for  all  that  is 
mod  dear  to  them,  will  be  vigoroufly  exerted  in  repelline  every 
infult,  and  will,  under  the.  blefling  of  Providence,  be  effefiualfor 
difappoiniing  the  ambitious  and  extravagant  defigns  of  the  enemy, 
and  turning  them  to  the  confuHon  of  thofe  who  may  be  engaged 
in  them. 

[A  fimilar  medage  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the 
fame  day,  and  a  funilar  addrefs  ordered  to  be  prefented.] 


On  the  27d  February  179R,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commomsy  Afr*  B  ter 
made  the  following  Motion,  fvhicb  was  agreed  io, 

npHAT  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  an  account  of  the  pro- 
•*■    ceddings  of  the  Tranfport  Office,  and  of  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, relative  to  the  treatment  of  the  French  prifoncrs  in  tte 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 


On  the  2^d  February  1798,    Afr.  Hujkijfon    made  the  following 
Motion  in  the  Houje  of  Commons^  which  was  agreed  to^ 

THAT  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  fuch  extra  As  from 

the  letters  and  correfpondence  as  related  to  the  detention  andcoa- 

tincmcnt  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  and  the  negotiation  entered  into 

between  the  two  governments^  refpetSling  the  exchange  of  pri« 

^  Haulers  of  war. 

Om 
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Om  the  22d  March  1 79B9  in  the  Hwfe  o/Lords^  thi  Duke  of  Bidfrri 

'HPHAT  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  moft 
'*'  humbly  to  reprefent  that^  from  the  commencement  of  the 
war  to  the  prefent  moment,  his  Majefty's  minifters  have  had  all 
the  advantages  which  could  be  derived  from  the  entire  confidence 
9nd  fupport  of  Parliament  ;  that  this  confidence  and  fupport  have 
given  them  the  unlimited  command  and  difpofal  of  the  power 
«nd  revenue  of  thefe  kingdoms;  that,  with  means  profufely 
fiirnilhed  to  obtain  fuccefs,  the  councils  which  have  bad  the  di- 
region  of  this  power  and  the  application  of  thefe  refources,  have 
been  attended  with  no  effed  but  to  exalt  France  to  her  prefent 
formidable  greatoefs,  and  in  the  fame  proportion  to  impair  the 
relative  fituation  of  Great  Britain  ;  to  expofe  her,  with  reduced 
ftrength  and  dimtnifhed  refotirccs,  to  all  thofe  dangers  which  it 
w^  alleged  could  be  averted  only  by  an  early  and  fuccefsful  com- 
bination to  refift  the  principles  as  well  as  the  power  of  the 
French  government ;  and,  after  an  unavailing  expenfe  of  blcod 
and  treafure,  to  compel  his  Majefty's  minifters  to  c^en  a  nego^* 
tiation  for  peace  by  a  total  dereliAion  of  all  the  prindples  on 
which  the  war  was  faid  to  be  unavoidable,  and  by  fubmitting  to 
abandon  thofe  fafeguards  and  defences,  which,  in  the  early  pe- 
riod of  hufltlities^  were  infifted  on  as  abfolutely  indafpenfable  to 
the  fecurity  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

That,  without  looking  back  to  the  caufes  of  the  war,  or  iii«. 
quiring  now  whether  it  might  or  might  not  have  been  avoided, 
and  referving  for  another  moment  all  confuleration  of  the  charges 
which  may  hereafter  be  brought  againfl  thofe  perfons  who  ori- 
ginally sldvifed  his  Majefty  not  to  acknowledge  the  republic  of 
France,  nor  to  liften  to  any  terms  of  accommodation  ;  we  think 
it  our  duty  humbly  to  lay  before  his  Majefty  the  fituation  in 
which  we  are  now  placed. 

We  are  awed  by  the  refult  cf  the  war  itfejf,  and  aftoniihed  at 
the  conclufion  drawn  from  it  by  his  Majefty's  minifters,  who, 
with  all  the  means  of  vigorous  attack,  have  reduced  us  to  a  ftate 
of  precarious  defence,  yet  ftill  have  the  confidence  to  aflert,  that 
in  the  fame  councils  which  have  proved  fo  incompetent  in  profpe- 
rity  to  dired  with  advantage  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  the  bed 
means  are  to  be  found  of  relief  and  fecurity  in  our  prefent  difii* 
rulty  and  diftrefs ;  and  that  we  are  ftiill  to  look  to  them  alone  for 
the  attainment  of  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace. 

That  this  Houfe,  and  every  member  of  it,  is  ready  to  provide  for 
I  Vigorous  defence  of  the  country,  and  will  not  ihrink  from  any 
perlonai  difficulty  or  danger  that  may  attend  the  performance  of 
:hts  duty.  That  whatever  diUferences  may  exift,  with  regard  to 
lie  principles  and  policy  of  our  internal  government,  we  are  de- 
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fcrmined  and  unanimous  in  our  rcfolution  to  refift  all  foreign  iq* 
tcrfcrcnce.  But  inftriiclcd  as  we  arc  by  a  long  feries  of  events,  aiid 
corredted  by  experience,  wc  are  bound  by  our  duty,  and  compelled 
by  necefTity,  to  fubmit  to  his  Majtfty  our  humble  opinion  that  the 
lituation  of  the  country  is  too  critical,  and  the  dangers  that  far- 
round  it  are  too  ferious,  to  admit  of  any  further  tri^l  of  the  fame 
councils  which  have  coniUntly  failed  ;  or  of  the  fame  perfons,  for 
whofe  continuance  in  office,  notwithftanding  the  heavy  and  unan- 
fwered  charges  which  have  been  brought  againft  them^  even  them- 
felves  have  nothing  to  plead,  but  a  fceble>  unavailing  redlitudeof 
intention  conflantly  overpowered  by  the  fupeiior  policy  and  vigour 
of  the  enemy,  or  a  pretended  apprchenfion,  equally  falfe  and  m^ 
lignant,  of  the  dciigns  and  principles  of  thofe  whom  his  Majefty 
might  appoint  to  fuccced  them  in  the  adminiftration  of  public  af- 
fairs, as  if  in  the  prcfent  cabinet  were  to  be  found  the  only  effi- 
cient perfons  whofc  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  conftitutiun  were 
free  from  all  fufpicion  and  doubt. 

"^rhat  lamenting,  as  we  do,  the  failure  of  the  late  ncgotiaiioDS 
for  peace,  we  befeccli  his  Majeily  feriouily  to  rcilcdl  whether, 
when  condniStcd  by  his  prefent  miniflcrs,  there  could  be  any  rea- 
fonable  hope  of  their  fucccfs.  We  have  not  forgotten  their  haughty 
and  fupcrcilions  rejvdlion  of  all  ofFers^of  accommodation  previous 
to  the  commencement  of  hoiiilities ;  and  we  too  well  remember 
the  terms  of  inveterate  and  irreconcilable  enmity  on  which  the 
contclt  was  placed  at  the  oiitfet,  and  on  which  it  has  ever  fincc 
been  conduced,  to  hope  for  any  conciliatory  difpofltion  between 
the  enemy  and  the  original  advifers  of  the  war.  We  cannot  be 
furprifcd  that  any  overture  which  may  now  be  made  by  his  Ma- 
jelly's  minirters,  after  having  wilfully  ncgle£led,  or  infolently  re- 
hi  fed,  every  favourable  opportunity  of  negotiation,  (hould  be  re- 
ceived as  an  acknowledgment  of  weaknefs  and  diilrefs,  rather  thaa 
as  a  proof  of  fincc  re  difpolition  to  peace, 

F»:rthcr,  to  rcprefent  to  his  Majefty,  that  the  (ituatlon  of  the 
country  is  in  all  rcfpeds  pregnant  with  dangers  unknown  at  any 
former  period.  Our  dome(tic  dillrefs  isgreat,  and  is  hourly  in- 
creafing ;  the  principles  of  our  free  conltittition  have  been  vio- 
late!, and  fomc  of  the  moft  clfential  fccurities  of  our  liberties  de* 
llrovcJ:  the  conn'-xion  with  our  fifter  kin<^dom  is  threatened  with 
diilolution,  and  all  the  foundations  of  our  importance  and  power 
in  Europe  are  rcndcRd  precarious  and  uncertain. 

To  extricate  us  trom  fuch  difficulties  requires  much  fortitude 
and  wifdom.  I'or  thcfc  qualities  we  cannot  look  to  his  Majclly's 
prcfent  advifers  ;  under  them  we  cannot  hope  for  a  fucccfsful  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war,  iiill  lefs  for  the  concluilon  of  a  fccurc  and 
equitable  peace. 

Wc  therefore  fubmit  this  our  humble  reprcfentation  to  his  Ma- 
-iB^tdvy  iruUmg  tliat  his  .Majclty  will  fee,  as  wedoj  the  urgent  and 
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Indifpeniablc  neCdCty  of  employing  other  perfons,  and  of  adopting 
;>Uier.  councils* 

[The  above  addrefs  was  rcjcAed  by  a  majority  of  113  non* 
^ootems  to  13  couteats.  j 

i^giilnft  this  Decijion  vf  the  Houfc  the  following  Proteft  was  entered 

on  the  jfournals» 
Diflcnticnt, 
BECAUSE  we  feci  it  to  be  a  duty  prefcribed  to  us  by  ncccf- 
[fty,  and  difiated  equally  by  our  love  for  our  country,  and  by  our 
reganl  for  the  perfon  and  dignity  of  the  King  himfelf,  to  declare 
aur  folemn  and  confcientious  convidion,  that  nothing  fbort  of  an 
immediate  difmilTal  of  his  Majefly's  prefent  minifters^  and  a 
change  of  the  fyftcm  on  which  they  have  conduced  the  govcrn- 
tAenty  can  enable  us  to  fupport  our  prefent  accumulated  diftrefs^ 
or  afford  us  a  chance  of  averting  the  dangers  with  which  we  are 
on  all  fides  furroundcd,  and  which,  if  not  encountered  with  ade- 
quate fortitude  and  wtfdom,  threaten  certain  ruin  and  dilfolution  to 
tfie  power,  laws,  and  liberties  of  thcfc  kingdoms. 

Bedford. 

Norfolk. 

Holland. 
>■*■»-*»  ■  ■        .-,■■...      , ■■ 

TBf  follmwin^  Refolution  was  moved  by  Lord  Romney,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords^  on  the  2  id  Aiarch  1 798,  and  agreed  to* 

D  ESOLVED,  That  in  acrifis  in  which  all  the  interefts  of  our 
*^  country  are  at  flake,  we  have  fccn  with  peculiar  fatisfadion 
that  the  zeal  and  public  fpirit  of  every  rank  of  our  fellow. fubje^ls 
has  riCcn  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  occasion  ;  and 
that,  animated  on  our  part  by  the  Tame  fentiments,  we  deem  it 
our  indifpcnfablc  duty,  infttad  of  diftrafting  the  councils  of  our 
Sovereign  with  propofals  of  change,  to  renew  the  declaration  of 
our  invariable  adherence  to  the  principles  which  have  governed  his 
Ma].efty's  councils,  and  in  which  his  Parliament  has  tmiformly 
concurred,  for  the  fecuriiy  of  thefe  kingdoms  againft  foreign  at 
rack,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  our  religion,  laws,  and  con- 
ftituttoOi 


On  the  20th  Jpril  the  foUowhw  McO'a^e  was  hrcught  down  to  the 
Hou^  of  Commons^  from  his  Majcfiy^  hy  Mr.  Dundas, 

G.R. 

UIS  Majefty  thinks  it  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfc  of  Com- 
•^  mons,  that,  from  various  advices  received  by  his  Majefty,  it 
appears  that  preparations  for  the  embarkation  of  troops  and  war- 
Kke  (lores  are  now  carried  on  with  confidcrablc  and  incrcafiug  ac* 
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tivity  in  the  ports  of  France,  Flanders,  and  Holland^  with  dio 
avowed  defign  of  attempting  the  invafion  of  his  Majelly's  domi- 
nions; and  that  in  this  defign  the  enemy  is  encouraged  by  the  com- 
munications and  corrcfpondence  of  traitorous  and  difaffeded  per- 
fons  and  focieties  in  thefe  kingdoms. 

His  Majedy  places  the  firmeft  reliance  (under  the  blefiiog  of 
Divine  Providence)  on  the  bravery  of  his  fleets  and  armies,  and 
on  the  zeal,  public  fpirit,.  and  unihaken  courage  of  his  faithful 
people,  already  manifeded  in  the  voluntary  exertions  of  all  ranks 
of  his  fubje£ls  for  the  general  defence,  more  than  ever  neceflary, 
at  a  moment  when  they  are  called  upon  to  defend  all  that  is  moft 
dear  to  them. 

His  Majefly,  in  purfuance  of  the  aft  paflTed  in  the  lad  (eflionpf 
Parliament  for  raifing  a  provifional  body  of  cavalry,  has  thouj^t 
it  right  to  give  diredions  tor  fuch  regiments  of  cavalry  to  be  drawft 
out  and  embodied  ;  and  it  is  alfo  his  Majedy^s  intention  to  order 
the  part  not  yet  embodied,  of  the  augmentation  made  to  the  mill*, 
tia,  under  the  a^  of  the  lad  feilion,  to  be  forthwith  embodied  and 
rfrawn  out,  in  purfqance  of  his  Majedy's  communication  alreiswly.^ 
made  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  this  fubjefl. 

His  Majcdy  feels  it  incumbent  on  him  to  make  the  fulled  ufc 
of  the  extenfive  means  provided  by  Parliament  for  the  national  de- 
fence; but  he  feels  it  at  the  fame  tin^e,  under  the  circumdances 
that  he  has  dated,  ncccfTary  to  recommend  it  to  the'  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  confider,  without  delay,  of  fuch  further  meafures  as 
may  enable  his  Majedy  to  defeat  the  wicked  machinations  of  dif- 
afFefted  perfons  within  thefe  realms,  and  to  guard  againd  the  dc- 
figns  of  the  enemy,  either  abroad  or  at  home.  ' 


Mr.  Duridas  moved  the  following  jiddrefs^  luhtch  was  agreed  to. 

THAT  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefcntcd  to  his  Majedy,  to  return 
his  Majedy  the  humble  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  mod  gracious 
medage  ;  and  to  aifure  his  Majedy,  that  this  Houfe  will  without 
delay  proceed  to  the  confideration  of  the  intereding  fubje£ls  therein 
mentioned,  with  all  the  attention  which  their  importance  to  the 
fafety  of  thefe  kingdoms  requires. 

[On  the  fame  day  a  fimilar  meflage  was  prcfcnted  to  the  Houft 
of  Lords,  and  a  fimilar  addrefs  with  the  above  agreed  to.j 


On  the  2^d  April  the  Duke  of  Portland  brought  doxvn^he  follswlni 
Mcjjagefrom  his  Majcfiy  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

G.  R. 
TJIS  Majedy  recommends  it  to  the  Houfe  to  confider  of  cn- 
•*"*  abling  his  Majedy  to  make  remittances  from  time  to  time| 
to  f)e  applied  to  the  fervice  in  Ireland,  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  be 

approved 
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pprovcd  by  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom,  as  (hall  not  elcceed 
le  Aim  of  two  millions^  on  provifion  being  made  for  intereft,  and 
larges  upon  a  loan  to  that  amount. 

[An  a^jdrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  the  above  meflage  was 
oved  and  carried. — On  the  24th  April  Mr.  Pitt  brought  down  to 
le  Houie  of  Commons  a  fimilar  meifagC)  which  was  ordered  to  be 
ferred  to  a  committee  of  fupply  of  the  whole  Houfe.] 


nthe  iirh  June  1798,  Mr.  Pht  brought  down  to  the  Houfe  ^ 
Commons  the  following  Mefjage  from  his  Afajefiy, 

G.  R. 

lis  Majefty,  relying  on  the  experienced  xeal  and  affedion  of 
*  his  faithful  Commons,  and  confidering  that  it  may  be  of  the 
:moft  importance  to  provide  for  fuch  emergencies  as  may  arife 
.  this  critical  conjunfture,  is  defirous  that  the  Houfe  will  enable 
m  to  take  all  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  neceffary  to  difappoint  or 
ifeat  any  enterprifes  or  defigns  of  his  enemies,  and  as  the  exi- 
^hcies  or  affairs  may  require. 

[His  Majefty's  meflage  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  com- 
ittee  of  fupply  of  the  whole  Houfe. — A  fimilar  meflage  was  pre- 
nted  on  the  fame  day  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  by  Lord  Grenville, 
id  an  addrefs  of  thinks  to  his  Majefly  agreed  to.j 


fg  tb€  i^tb  jfune  1798,   Mr,  Sheridan  moved,  in  the  Houfe  of 

Commons, 

THAT  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the 
^    flate  of  Ireland. 

LThe  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  159  to  43.] 


On  the  fame  Day  Mr.  Sheridan  moved, 

THAT  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefenled  to  his  Majefty,  to  fub- 
it  an  opinion  to  his  Majefly,  that  the  deplorable  (late  of  Ireland 
Us  for  an  immediate  and  total  change  of  councils  and  meafures 
that  kingdom  :  That  if  the  fydem  of  coercion,  enforced  in  the 
anncr  it  has  been,  (hall  fucceed  to  the  full  extent  of  the  mod  fan- 
line  expedations  of  thofe  who  have  advifed  it,  the  conqueil  of  a 
fert  is  all  that  can  be  obtained  by  it;  and  that  Irelapd,  Co  re« 
ced  and  fo  defolated,  can  be  no  way preferved  but  by  a  continued 
ifte  of  the  wealth  and  ftrength  of  Cireat  Britain,  for  which  no 
aer  return  from  that  country  can  be  rationally  expedled  but  im- 
iicable  hatred  waiting  for  revenge :  That  if  thefe  meafures  fail, 
i  poflibility  of  which  no  wife  government  could  leave  out  of  its 
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cakuUtion,  Ireland  vrill  not  merely  be  loft,  but  maj  become fli 
aicceflion  to  the  power  of  France,  and  England  be  expofed  to  tk 
ifTucof  a  conteli  on  Eng1i(h  ground,  not  tor  acquifition  ordp» 
nion,  but  probably  for  exigence.     We  (hould  tail  m  the  dMym 
have  undertaken,  if  we  did  not  at  the  fame  time  expreistoMC 
Majefty  our  abfolute  convifiion  that  no  change  of  fyftem  in  Ifoal 
would  be  eiFedual  to  its  purpofe,  without  a  remuval  ^  thofe  ptt« 
fons  whofe  counfcls  have  produced  the  prefent  calamities,  and  d» 
cannot  in  reafon  be  conlidtred  as  capable  of  correfling  their  owft 
errors,  or  of  attempting  it  with  linccrity  ;  and  whofe  paftconduftp 
both   in  pradlice  and  profefTion,  renders  it  impoflible  for  themi 
even  were  they  to  a£l  on  a  fmccre  convidlion  of  paft  errors,  to 
raife  an  expcdation  in  Ireland  of  fuch  a  government,  on  tempt- 
rate  principles,  as  might  difpofc  the  people  to  fubmit  tothe  rtgoUr 
and  indifpcnfable  reflraints  of  judicc  adminiitcred  according  10 
law,  or  even  to  accept  of  cunccilion  without  diftruft,  or  of  heaefitt 
with  gratitude. — Nothing,   in  our  opinion,  but  a  total  change  of 
men  as  well  as  mcafurcs  can  prevent  the  other  wife  certaio  aUett- 
tion,  and  more  than  pofllblc  fcparation,  of  that  country  fromGmt 

Britain. 

[The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divifion*] 


On  tkt  l^tb  June  the  Duke  of  Lchijlcr  moved  in  the  Houji  sfLorJsf 

nr^HAT  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  thccaufestf 

■*"    the  prefent  calamitous  liatc  of  Ireland. 

[The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  51  to  1 8.3 


On  the  18:.'  June  i  798,  Mr.  Duudas  prcfcntcd  thc/QiIowln^  Alejfait 

from  hii  Alcuftw 

G.  R. 

TJIS  Majclty  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  Hcufe  of  Commons, 
'*"*'  that  the  officers,  non-commiHioned  officers,  and  privates  of 
different  regiments  of  the  militia  of  this  kingdom  have  made  to 
his  Majedy  a  voluntary  tender  of  their  ferviccs,  to  be  employed  in 
aid  of  the  regular  and  militia  forces  of  this  kingdom,  to  fupprefis 
the  rebellion  now  unha|)pily  cxirting  in  Ireland. 

HisMujeily  has  received  with  the  utmod  fenlibility  thisftriking 
and  fcafonable  proof  of  their  ardent  zeal  and  attachment  to  bis 
perfon  and  government,  and  of  affcdionate  concern  for  the  xtitc* 
lells  and  fafcty  of  his  MajcHy's  faiihful  and  loyal  fubjefls  in  In- 
land :  and  conceiving  that  the  being  able  to  avail  himfelf  of  this 
new  and  di(lingui(hed  inllance  of  public  fpirit  mav  cventnally  be 
iii  the  utmolt  importance  for  the  prefervaiion  of  the  lives  and  pro- 
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party  of  his  IriOi  fubjefls ;  for  the  fpeedy  and  eiFedual  fupprelTioft 
of  the  rebellion  ;  for  the  defence  of  Great  Britain  itfelf,  and  for 
the  general  interefts  and  fecurity  of  the  enopire ; — ^he  recomnnends 
it  to  his  faithful  Commons  to  confider  of  fuch  provifions  as  may 
be  neceflary  for  empo^wering  his  Majefty  for  a  time,  and  to  an  ex- 
tent to  be  limited,  to  accept  the  fervices  of  fuch  parts  of  his  militia 
forces  in  this  kingdom,  as  may  voluntarily  offer  themfelves  to  be 
employed  in  Ireland  at  this  important  conjunfiure. 


31v  aiovc  MeJJage  was  taken  into  Confider athn  on  the  igtb  J^une^ 
,    and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  njolvcdy 

THAT  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  re- 
turn his  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  mod  gracious 
meflage  ;  to  aflure  his  Majefty,  that  while  we  deeply  regret  that 
the  machinations  of  wicked  men  fhould  have  induced  any  of  his 
Majcfty's  fubje£ls  to  commit  a£ls  of  rebellion  againft  his  Majefty's 
government,  we  at  the  fame  time  feel  the  higheft  fatisfa3ion  that 
this  occafion  has  afforded  a  freih  proof  of  the  zeal  and  ardour  for 
the  fervice  of  their  country,  which  has  ever  diftinguilhed  the  mi- 
litia forces  of  this  kingdom. 

That  conceiving  it  may  be  of  the  utmoft  importance  for  the  pro- 
tedion  of  his  Majedy's  loyal  fubjcds  in  Ireland,  for  the  fpeedy 
and  effeAual  fuppreflion  of  the  prefent  rebellion,  and  for  the  gene- 
ral defence  of  the  Britifh  empire,  that  his  Majefty  fliould  avail 
himieif  of  the  voluntary  offers  of  fervice  which  have  been  made 
by  feveral  regiments  of  militia,  we  will  immediately  enter  into 
confideration  of  fuch  provifions  as  may  be  nccefTary  for  enabling 
his  Majefty  for  a  time,  and  to  an  extent  to  be  limited,  to  accept  of 
the  fervices  of  fuch  militia  regiments  as  may  ^ifh  to  be  employed 
at  this  important  conjundure. 

[A  fimilar  mcflagc  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the 
l8th  June,  and  a  ilmilar  addrefs  agreed  to.] 


In  th$  Houfe  of  Commovs^  on  the  22d  Juney  Lord  George  Cavendl/b 
moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  difiurb^ 
cnces  at  prcfcnt  juhfijVing  in  Ireland^  and  what  means  are  neccfjary 
to  be  adopted  for  conciliating  the  people  of  that  kingdom* 

^T^HE  order  of  the  day  was  moved  upon  this  motion,  and  agreed 
»       to  by  a  majority  of  2 la  to  66. 

In 


r  su  ) 

/«  tl^  Hoiife  of  Lords  J  on  the  27/A  Juncy  the  Earl  of  Befieroujjk 

movedy 

npHAT  an  humble  addrcfs  be  prefentcd  to  his  Majcfty,  to 
-■'  ftaie  to  his  Majefty  the  humble  advice  and  requeft  of  this 
Houfe,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  into  his  royal 
confideration  the  calamitous  itate  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland;  and 
that  when,  under  the  bleflings  of  Divine  Providence,  the  rebellion 
now  exiding  in  that  kingdom  (hall  have  been  fupprefled,  focbt 
fyftcm  of  conciliation  may  be  adopted  as  may  tend  moft  effeftually 
and  moft  fpeedily  to  reftorc  to  that  afflidied  country  the  bleffings 
of  peace  and  good  government :  and  alfo  to  implore  his  Majellj, 
in  the  adminiftration  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  to  employ  fuA 
perfons  as  may  poiTcfs  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  infuro 
to  them  the  permanence  of  a  juft  and  lenient  fyftem  of  govenv- 
ment. 

[The  above  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  51  to  an] 


On  the  fame  day  the  DUke  of  Bedford  ntovedf 

THAT  this  Houfe,  underftanding  it  to  be  a  matter  of  public 
notoriety,  that  the  fyftem  of  coercion  has  been  enforced  in  Ireland 
uith  a  rigour  (hocking  to  hqmanity ;  and  particularly,  that 
Icourges  and  other  tortures  have  been  employed  for  the  purpofe 
of  extorting  confeftions — a  praSice  juftly  held  in  abhorrence  in 
'every  civilized  part  of  the  world ;  and  «*  That  houfes  and  buildings 
have  been  fet  fire  to;  a  mode  of  punifliment  that  can  lead  only  to 
the  moft  pernicious  confequences,  and  that  feldom  or  ever  falls  on 
the  guilty,  but,  on  the  contrary,  on  the  landlord,  the  wife  and  chil- 
dren of  the  criminals ;  who,  however  iniquitous  the  huftjand  or  fa- 
ther, ought  always  to  be  fpared  and  protected;" — is  of  opinion,  that 
an  immediate  ftop  ftiould  be  put  to  praftices  fo  difgraceful  to  the 
Brililh  name  ;  and  that  our  heft  hopes  of  reftoring  tranquillity  to 
Ireland  muft  arife  from  a  change  of  fyftem,  as  far  as  depends  OQ 
the  executive  government,  together  with  a  removal  from  their  fta- 
tions  oi  thofe  perfons  by  whofe  advice  thofe  atrocities  have  been 
perpetrated,  and  with  regard  to  whom  the  aftl idled  people  of  Ire- 
land can  feel  no  fentiments  but  thofe  of  refentment  and  terror. 

[The  above  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  63  to  20.] 


Jigamji  this  deafion  of  the  Houfe  the  following  Protcfis  were  enterd 

on  the  J  out  nals. 

Diflentient,  Die  Mercuriiy  q.*}  funilj  179S. 

BECAUSE  the  Houfe,  having  thought  fit  to  rcjeft  the  various 
motions  refpeding  the  calamitous  fituation  of  Ireland^  which  have 

beca 
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!>een  fubniitted  to  their  confideration,  in  the  (irft  inflande  for  ih« 
[jiiiry — in  the  fccond,  for  lenity  and  conciliation — and  in  the  laft. 
For  putting  an  immediate  (lop  at  lead  to  the  rigorous  proceedings 
)£  the  army  in  Ireland,  where,  under  the  name  of  a  fyftem  of  Co- 
srcion.  we  have  reafon  to  fear  that  atrocious  cruelties  have  beea 
pradlifed,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  record  the  nature  of  the  evi- 
Icnce  on  which  we  have  proceeded,  and  on  which  our  conviGion 
3f  the  truth  of  the  fads  is  founded,  and  on  that  evidence  to  appeal 
ig  our  own  juflification  to  our  country,  to  the  world,  and  to  pof- 
reriiy.  We  affirm,  that  the  fafts  are  nndifputed,  that  the  evi- 
ience  of  them  is  irrefllHble,  and  that  the  efFeds  produced  by  this 
barbarous  fyftem  convid  the  authors  and  advifers  of  fuch  a  total 
want  of  wifdom,  even  for  their  own  pretended  purpofes,  as  caa 
jnly  be  exceeded  by  the  (hocking  cruelty  of  the  principles  avowed, 
ind  of  the  praftice  recommended  by  them. — We  fliall  ftate  fome 
of  the  documents  we  refer  to,  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they 
have  appeared,  in  order  to  Ihovv  that  this  fyftrm  of  coercion  has 
not  been  haflily  reforted  to  on  the  fpur  of  an  inftant  neceffity,  but 
;hat  it  was  deliberately  refolved  on  long  before  it  could  be  jufiified 
^rpalliatcd  by  any  of  the  pretences  orcaufes  which  have  lince  been 
%mgQcd  in  defence  of  it. 

"  Dublin  Caftle,  March  3,  1798. 
*'  His  Excellency  further  authorizes  you  to  employ  force  againlt 
any  perfons  afTembled  in  arms,  not  legally  authorized  fo  to  be, 
ind  to  difpcrfc  all  tumultuous  aflemblics  of  perfons,  though  they 
[nay  not  be  in  arms,  without  waiting  for  the  fandlion  and  afEft- 
ince  of  the  civil  authority,  if,  in  your  opinion,  the  peace  of  the 
reiilm  and  the  fafety  of  his  Majefly's  faithful  fubjeds  may  be  en- 
j^ogered  by  waiting  for  fuch  authority. 

(Sigricd)  *^  Thomas  Pelham.'* 

On  the  26th  of  February  1798,  Sir  Ralph  Abcrcrombie  declared 
in  public  orders,  that  **  the  very  difgraceful  frequency  of  courts 
martial,  and  the  many  complaints  of  irregularities  in  the  conduA 
of  the  troops  in  that  kingdom,  had  too  unfortunately  proved  the 
army  to  be  irf  a  ftate  of  licentioufnefs,  which  muft  render  it  formi- 
dable to  every  one  but  the  enemy,** 

On  the  i8th  of  April  1798,  the  following  order  was  iflued  by 
Major-general  DufF: 

"  The  Commander  in  Chief  gives  this  public  notice,  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  have  ilfued  orders  to  him  to  quarter 
troops,  to  prefs  horfes  and  carriages,  to  demand  forage  and  pro- 
vifions,  and  to  hold  courts  martial  for  the  trial  of  offences  of  all 
defcriptions,  civil  and  military,  with  the  power  of  confirming  and 
carrying  ihto  execution  the  fentences  of  fuch  courts  martial,  and 
to  iifue  proelamationsv  ' 


^ 


f    57«    ) 

'^  The  Commander  in  Chief  calls  on  all  the  general  officers  to 
procure  of  the  magiftratcs  the  bell  accounts  they  can  give  of  the 
number  of  arms  taken  from  the  yeomanry  and  the  well-afieAed,  of 
arms  that  have  been  concealed,  and  of  pikes  that  have  been  madei 
ivhich  are  to  be  recovered  and  taken  poflfeffion  of  by  the  mi- 
litary. 

**  They  are  alfo  to  communicate  to  the  people  through  tlie 
priefts,  and  by  one  or  two  men  fele£ted  from  each  town-land,  the 
purpofe  of  the  following  notice, 

<*  That  the  order,  if  complied  with,  will  be  a  (ign  of  their 
general  repentance;  and  not  only  forgivcnefs  will  follow,  bat 
protcdlion. 

<<  That  they  mud  be  fenflble  that  it  is  infinitely  better  for  theoi 
to  remain  at  home,  quietly  minding  their  own  affairs,  than  coon 
mitting  afls  which  muft  bring  on  the  ruin  of  themfelvcs  and  of 
their  families. 

^*  As  it  will  be  impoflibte  in  fome  degree  to  prevent  the  inno* 
cent  from  fufFering  with  the  guilty,  the  innocent  have  means  of 
redrefs,  by  informing  agaiiift  thofc  who  have  engaged  in  unlawful 
aifociations,  and  robbing  houfes  of  arms  and  money. 

'*  The  people  muft  be  very  ignorant  not  to  know,  notwitb- 
ftanding  the  fair  promifcs  ot  the  French,  that  they  have  firft 
tlccrflvcd,  and  ihcn  plundered  every  country  into  which  they  have 
come.  And  they  are  therefore  forewarned,  that,  in  cafe  of  inva- 
fion  from  the  French,  if  they  fliould  attempt  to  join  the  enemyt 
or  communicate  with  him,  or  join  in  any  infurrection,  they 
will  be  immediately  put  to  death,  and  their  houfes  and  properties 
dcftroyed. 

««  The  general  oflTccrs  call  on  the  people  to  know  why  they 
(hould  be  kfs  attached  to  the  government  now,  than  they  were  a 
year  ago,  when  they  (howeci  fo  much  loyalty  in  aflifting  his 
Majefty's  troops  to  oppofe  the  landing  of  the  French.  Is  it  not 
bccaufe  (hey  have  been  feduced  by  wicked  men  ? 

^^  Why  (liould  they  think  themfclves  bound  by  oaths  iato 
vhich  they  have  been  feduced  or  terrified  ? 

*^  The  people  are  requcffcd  to  bring  in  their  arms  to  the  magif- 
trates  or  commanding  officers  In  the  neighbourhood,  who  have 
directions  to  receive  them,  and  no  queftions  will  be  afked. 

(Signed)  *'  James  Duff,  Maj.  Gen." 

On  the  7th  of  May  1798,  the  following  orders  were  ifiued  by 
Lieutenant-general  Sir  James  Stewart : 

**  Whereas  it  has  been  reprefented  to  Lieutenant-general  Sir 
James  Stewart,  that  in  fome  parts  of  the  country,  where  it  has 
been  necctFury  to  ilation  troops  at  free  quarters  for  the  refloration 
ef  public  trani[|uiliity>  that  general  Jubfcriptions  of  money  have 
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been  «Btered  into  by  the  inhabitants  to  purchafe  provifions  for  the 
troops,  by  which  means  the  end  propofed,  of  making  the  burden 
fidl  as  much  as  poflible  on  the  guiltyi^is  entirely  defeated,  by 
making  it  fall  in  a  light  proportion  on  the  whole,  and  thereby 
eaitng  and  prote3ing  the  guilty ;  it  has  been  thought  proper  to 
dire^ly  that  whenever  that  pra^ice  has  been  adopted,  or  (hall  be 
attempted,  the  general  officers  commanding  divifions  of  the  fouth- 
em  didridy  (hall  immediately  double,  treble,  or  quadruple  the 
number  of  foldiers  fo  Rationed,  and  (hall  fend  out  regular  foraging 
parties  to  provide  proviilons  for  the  troops,  in  the  quantities  men- 
tioned in  the  former  notice,  bearing  date  the  27th  day  of  April  1 798, 
and  that  they  (hall  move  them  from  ftation  to  (lation  through  the  dif- 
txiSt  or  barony,  until  arms  are  furrendered,  and  tranquillity  be 
toerfe£lly  reftored,  and  until  it  is  reported  to  the  general  officers, 
by  the  gentlemen  holding  landed  property,  and  thofe  who  are 
employ^  in  colleSing  the  public  revenues  and  tithes,  that  all 
rents,  ta\es,  and  tithes  are  completely  paid  up." 
jtJjutant  GeneraVs  Office^  Corky  May  7,  1798, 

On  the  nth  of  June  1798,  Major-general  Nugent,  after 
holding  out  certain  offers  and  terms  to  the  infurgents,  proceeds 
to  declare,  ^'  That,  (hould  the  above  injundions  not  be  complied 
'With  within  the  time  fpecified,  Major-general  Nugent  will  pro- 
ceed to  fet  fire  to  and  wholly  deftroy  the  towns  of  KilHncy,  Kil- 
lileagh,  Rallynahinch,  Sallitfield,  and  every  cottage  and  farm- 
houfe  jn  the  vicinity  of  thofe  places,  carry  off  the  (lock  ^iid  cattle^ 
anri  put  every  one  to  the  fword  who  may  be  found  in  arms. 

"  It  particularly  behoves  all  the  wcll-affeflcd  perfons  who  are 
nt>w  with  the  rebels  from  conflraint,  and  who,  it  is  known,  form 
a  confiderable  part  of  their  numbers,  to  exert  themfelv^s  in  having 
thefe  terms  complied  with,  as  it  is  the  only  opportunity  there  will 
be  of  refcuing  themfelves  and  properties  from  the  indifcrimjnate 
vengeance  of  an  army  neceffarily  let  loofe  upon  them/' 

But,  finally,  the  document  which  appears  to  us  the  moft  im-» 
portant  pf  all,  and  to  which  we  earnelUy  invite  and  prcfs  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe,  is  a  public  order  ifTiied  about  the  middle 
of  the  prefent  month  of  June  1798,  in  the  following  words: 

*^  Major-general  Morrifon  requefts  that  officers  commanding 
corps,  will  give  the  ftrifteft  orders  to  prevent  fetting  lire  to  houfcs 
or  buildings  of  any  kind,  a  mode  of  punifhment  that  can  lead 
only  to  the  moft  pernicious  confequences,  and  that  feldom  or  ever 
falls  on  the  guilty,  but  on  the  contrary,  on  the  landlord,  the  wife 
and  children  of  the  criminals,  who,  however  iniquitous  the  huU 
[Mind  or  father,  ought  always  to  be  fpared  and  protected . 
.  **  And  he  has  likewife  received  orders  from  Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Lake,  that  free  quarters  are  no  longer  to  be  permitted,  nei- 
ther are  foraging  parlies  10  be  allowed  to  i^c  out,  unlcfs  tmdcr  the 
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care  of  an  oflScer,  who  is  to  be  rcfponfible  for  every  a6l,  in  order 
that  the  friends  of  Government,  the  helplefs  and  infirm,  may  not 
be  involved  in  one  indifcriminate  mafs  of' deft ruA ion  with  thcf 
rebellious  and  ill-difpofed." 

The  prohibition  contained  in  this  order,  wife  and  humane  as  it 
is,  is  equivalent  tQ  a  hiftory  of  all  the  horrible  tranfadions  it  alludes 
to,  and  eftablifhes  the  truth  of  them  by  evidence,  which  cannot 
be  difputed  or  fufpefted,  and  alfo  confirms  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
and  on  the  irrefiftible  proof  derived  from  praflice  and  experience^ 
that  fuch  a  mode  of  punifhment  feldom  or  ever  falls  on  the  guilty, 
but  on  women  and  children,  who  ought  always  to  be  fpared  and 
protefted ;  and  that  its  principle,  if  not  its  only  operation  and  eiFe£t, 
is  to  involve  the  friends  of  Government,  the  helplefs  and  infirm^ 
in  one  niafs  of  deflrydion  with  the  rebellious  and  ill-difpofed. 

Bedford- 

Wentworth  Fit^willian^. 

ponsonby. 

Holland. 

Albemarle. 

King. 

Thanet. 


PROTEST. 

DifTentienf, 

1.  BECAUSE  I  was  fhocked  that  an  addrefs  to  the  Kmg^ 
upon  fo  awful  a  fubjedl  as  the  prefent  ftate  of  Ireland,  fhould 
have  been  rejedled,  without  one  fingle  fy liable  being  faid  by 
the  King's  minifters  upon  the  fubjcdl. 

2.  Becaufc  I  look  back  with  pride  to  that  law  which  our 
anceftors  obtained,  which  fays,  **  No  free  man  (hall  be  taken,  or 
imprifoned,  or  dillcized  of  his  freehold,  or  liberties,  or  free  cuf- 
toms,  or  be  outlawed,  or  exiled,  or  any  otherwife  deftroyed. 
Nor  will  we  not  pafs  upon  him,  nor  condemn  him,  but  by  law- 
ful judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land.  Wc  will" 
fell  to  no  man.  We  will  not  deny  or  defer  to  any  man  either 
juftice  or  right."  And  becaufe  I  agree  with  the  commentary  of 
that  great  lawyer.  Sir  Edward  Coke,  upon  this  chapter  of  Magna 
Charia,  wherein  he  fays,  "  No  man  deftroyed ;"  that  is,  fore- 
judged of  life  or  limb,  dilherited,  or  put  to  torture  or  death.  ^ 
And  becaufe  I  think  that  to  flog,  picket,  and  half-hang  any  6i 
our  fellow- fubj efts,  in  order  to  extort  confeifion,  is  **  a  putting  tq 
torture,"  and,  therefore,  not  only  outrageous  td  humanity,  but 
dircdlly  againft  Magna  Charta,  the  great  corner-ftone  of  ou^ 
laws  and  liberties.  And  whoever  have  dared  tp  put  to  torture  any 
o/ otir /elJow-fubjcdts  in  Ireland,  or  elfewhere,  have  violated  the 

great  charter,  have  betrayed  \\vw  comxvM^>  ^>s\^^>^^v(^^^dily  to 
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'  be  brought  to  condign  punifhment,  for  thefe  their  treafonable 
and  deteftable  pradices.  And  whoever  have  dared  openly  and 
publicly  to  juftify  torture,  upon  the  ground  of  policy,  dcferve  the 
fame  execrations  from  their  countrymen  as  have  been  ufually 
given  to  the  cruellefl  inquifitors  of  Rome. 

3,  Bccaufe,  whenever  our  brethren  and  fellow-fubjefls  in  Ire- 
land, or  eifewhere,  ^re  flogged,  picketed,  half-hanged,  and  other- 

'  wife  tortured,  in  order  to  extort  confelfion,  I  hold  it  to  be  the 
bounden  duty  of  every  man,  in  his  different  ftation,  to  ufe  all  the 
legal  means  in  his  power  to  declare  his  abhorrence  of  fuch  diabo- 
lical  and  tyrannical  mea Aires. 

4.  Becaufe  I  hold,  that  when  an  Irifhman  is  tortured,  an 
EngliOiman  is  tortured ;  for  the  fame  men,  who,  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  their  country,  and  of  every  dilate  of  humanity,  dare 
to  put  Irishmen  to  torture,  will  not  hefuate,  when  they  think  it 
expedient,  to  put  Engliihmen  to  torture  alfo. 

5«  Becaufe  it  is  a  moral  truth  that  cannot  be  dienied,  that,  if 
men  have  been  driven,  by  flogging  and  by  tortures,  contrary  to 
all  law  and  reafon,  into  open  reliilance,  the  guilt  and  confequences 
of  that  rcfiftance  are  imputable  to  thofe  who  flog  and  torture, 
contrary  to  ail  law  and  reafon,  and  not  to  thofe  who  are  thereby 
driven  to  refinance. 

6.  Becaufe  to  flog  and  torture  men  into  open  refl (lance,  for  the 
fake  of  employing  a  powerJn  the  hands  of  thofe  who  flog  and  tor- 
ture, to  crufh  that  refiftance,  and  thereby  to  make  themfelvcs 
more  fecure,  is  not  only  a  refinement  of  cruelty,  againft  which 
law,  reafon,  juftice,  humanity,  and  nature,  cry  aloud;  but  which 
the  experience  of  all  times  teaches  us  will  never  anfwer. 

7.  Becaufe  the  hlftory  of  the  world  tells  us,  that  it  is  no  fmall 
matter  which  provokes  a  people  to  throw  off  their  allegiance ;  and 
that  when  they  have  thrown  off  their  allegiance,  attention  to  their 

{'uft  demands,   and  proteftion  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights, 
iberties,  and  properties,  are  the  only  means  by  which  an  alle- 
giance worth  having  can  be  recovered. 

8.  Becaufe  I  think  the  times  call  for  a  declaration  of  thefe  prin- 
ciples, and  that  to  a£l  upon  them  is  the  only  method  of  healing 
ihe  prefcnt  di (contents,  and  preventing  the  fpeedy  ruin  of  our 
country.  Oxfobd  and  Mortimer. 


Sptecb  of  bis  Majefty  on  the  %^th  June  1798,  to  both  Houfcs,  on 
,  proroguing  the  Pat  iiament. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

T>Y  the  meafures  adopted  during  the  prefent  fefllon,  you  have 
^  amply  fulfilled  the  folemn  and  unanimous  affurancc  which  I 
received  from  you  at- its  commencement, 

4  E  a  TV^% 
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The  example  of  your  firmncTs  and  conflancy  has  been  appyt^Kfe< 
and  followed  by  my  fubjc£ls  in  every  rank  and  condition  iiB^B ''^ 
a  fpirit  of  voluntary  and  ardent  exertion,  difFufed  throug|i 

part  of  the  kingdom,  has  itrengthcned  and  confirmed  our i     

fecurity:  the  fame  fentiments  have  continued  to  anioite I^Htn 
troops  of  every  dc'fcription  \  and  my  fleets  have  met  themcM^Ktf 
of  invalion  by  blocking  up  all  our  enemies   in  their  pnMpH&i 

ports.  'W^ 

Hie 
Gtntlcmen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  JHp 

The  cxtenfive  and  equitable  fchemc  of  contributioni  bf  iKlH^ 
fo  large  a  ihare  of  our  expenfcs  will  be  defrayed  within  tbcjp^B^ 
has  defeated  the  expedations  of  thofe  who  had  vainly  hopl 
exhaurt  our  means,  and  to  dettroy  our  public  credit.  You 
been  enabled  to  avail  yourfelves  of  farther  refotirces  fromai 
merce  increafed  in  extent  and  vigour,  notwithftanding  th€< 
culties  of  war,  and  have  had  the  fmgular  fatisfadion  of 
at  the  fame  moment,  large  additional  aid  from  individual 
tions  of  unexampled  zeal,  liberality,  and  patriotifm. 

The  proviiion  which  has  been  ma<le  for  the  redemption  of 
land-tax,  has  alfo  eftablifhed  a  fyftem  which,   in  its  progidwi 
operation,  may  produce  the  happieft  confcqiicnccs,  by  the  iaoafc 
of  our  rcfonrces,  the  diminution  of  our  debt,  and  the  fuppotfot; 
public  credit. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Thedcfigns  of  the  difafFtfted,  carried  on  in  concert  withoif 
inveterate  enemies,  have  been  unremittingly  piirfued  ;  but  halt 
been  happily  and  effedually  counterafted  in  this  kingdom,  bytl* 
general  zeal  and  loyalty  of  my  fubjedls. 

In  Ireland  they  have  broken  out  into  the  mod  criminal  aflsrf 
open  rebellioiu  Every  effort  has  been  employed  on  mypartto 
fubdue  this  dangerous  fpirit,  which  is  equally  hoftilc  to  the  ifl- 
terclU  and  fafciy  of  every  part  of  the  Briiifli  empire.  I  cannot 
too  ftrongly  commend  the  unfliaken  fidelity  and  valour  of  my 
regular,  fencible,  and  militia  forces  in  Ireland  ;  and  that  deter- 
mined fpirit  with  which  my  yeomanry  and  volunteer  forces  of 
that  kingdom  have  Hood  forward  in  the  defence  of  the  lives  and 
properties  of  their  fellow-fiibjeds,  and  in  fupport  of  the  lawful 
government. 

The  Itriking  and  honourable  proof  of  alacrity  and  public  fpi- 
rit, which  fo  many  of  my  fencible  and  militia  regiments  in  thif 
kingdom  have  manifeRcd  on  this  occafion,  has  already  received 
the  fnllcll  teitimony  of  the  approbation  of  Parliament. 

This  conduft,  perfonally  fo  honourable  to  the  individuals,  af- 
fords the  Ilrongeft  pledge,  both  of  the  military  ardour  which  tc- 

tijarcs  this  valuable  part  of  our  national  defence^  and  of  their  af' 

fedlionate 
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fe6lionate  concern  for  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  Ireland,  which 
are  eflentially  conncded  with  the  general  interells  of  the  Britidi 
empire. 

With  the  advantage  of  this  fupport,  and  after  the  diftinguifhed 
and  important  fuccefs  which  has  recently  attended  the  operations 
of  my  arms  agaihft  the  principal  force  of  the  rebels,  I  truft  the 
time  is  faft  approaching,  when  thofe  now  fednced  from  their  al- 
legiance will  be  brought  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  guilt  they  have 
incurred,  and  will  entitle  themfelves  to  forgivenefs,  and  to  that 
protc£lion  which  it  is  my  conftant  wifh  to  afford  to  every  clafs  and 
condition  of  my  fubjeds,  who  manifeft  their  de(ire  to  pay  a  due 
obedience  to  the  laws. 

This  temporary  interruption  of  tranquillity,  and  all  its  attend- 
ant calamities,  mud  be  attributed  to  thofe  pernicious  principles 
"which  have  been  induflrioufly  propagated  in  that  country,  and 
•which,  wherever  they  have  prevailed,  have  never  failed  to  pro- 
duce the  mod  difadrous  effedts. 

.  With  fuch  warnings  before.us,  fenfible  of  the  danger  which 
we  are  called  upon  to  repel,  and  of  the  bleflings  we  have  to  pre» 
ferve,  let  us  continue  firmly  united  in  a  determined  refidance  to 
the  defigns  of  our  enemies,  and  in  the  defence  of  that  conditu- 
tion  which  has  been  found  by  experience  to  infure  to  us,  in  Co 
eminent  a  degree,  public  liberty,  national  drength,  and  the  fccu- 
rity  and  comfort  of  all  clalTes  of  the  community. 

It  is  only  by  perfeverance  in  this  line  of  conduct,  that  we  can 
hope,  under  the  continuance  of  that  divine  protedion  which 
we  have  fo  abundantly  experienced,  to  condud  this  arduous  con* 
ted  to  a  happy  iifue,  and  to  maintain,  undiminidied,  the  fecu- 
rity,  honour,  and  lading  profperity  of  the  country. 


His  Majcftys  moji  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houfes  at  the  Meeting  of 

Parliament^  on  the  20th  November  1 798. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

'npHE  events  which  have  taken  place  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
^  year,  and  the  fignal  fuccefs  which,  by  the  blefli«g  of  Provi- 
dence, has  attended  my  arms,  have  been  produdive  of  the  hap- 
pieft  confequences,  and  have  eifcntially  promoted  th^  profperity 
and  glory  of  our  country. 

The  unexampled  feries  of  our  naval  triumphs  has  received 
fredi  fplendour  from  the  memorable  and  decifivc  adion  in  which 
a  detachment  of  my  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Rear-adn^iral 
Lord  Nelfon,  attacked  and  almod  totally  dedroyed  a  fuperior 
force  of  the  enemy,  drengthened  by  every  advantage  of  fituation  : 
by  this  great  and  brilliant  vidory,  an  enterprife,  of  which  the 
injudice,  perfidy,  and  extravagance,  had  fixed  the  attention  of 

5  ^^^ 
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Ihc  world,  and  which  was  peculiarly  direfled  againft  fome  dt 
the  moft  valuable  interefts  of  the  Britifli  empire,  has,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  been  turned  to  the  confufion  of  its  authors  ;  and 
the  blow  thus  given  to  the  power  and  influence  of  Francfc  has  af- 
forded an  opening  which,  if  improved  by  fuitahle  exertions  on 
\  the  part  of  other  powers>  may  lead  to  the  general  deliverance  of 

Europe. 

The  wifdom  and  magnanimity  fo  eminently  difplayed  at  this 
conjunfture  by  the  Eniperor  of  Ruflia,  and  the  decifion  and  vi- 
gour of  the  Ottoman  rorte>  have  fliown  that  ihofe  powers  ard 
impreflcd  with  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  prefent  crifis  ;  and  their  ex- 
•  ample,  joined  to  the  difpofition  manifefted  almoft  univerfally  in 
the  different  countries  ftruggling  under  the  yoke  of  France,  mud 
be  a  powerful  encouragement  to  other  flates  10  adopt  that  vigor- 
ous line  of  condu£l  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  alone 
confident  whh  fecurity  or  honour. 

The  extent  of  our  preparations  at  home,  and  the  demonftra- 
tions  of  zeal  and  fpirit  atnong  all  ranks  of  my  fubjedls,  have  de- 
terred the  enemy  from  attempting  to  execute  their  varn  threat 
of  invading  the  coafts  of  this  kingdom. 

In  Ireland,  the  rebellion  which  they  had  inftigated  has  been 
curbed  and  reprefled  ;  the  troops  which  they  landed  for  its  fup- 
port  have  been  compelled  to  furrender  ;  and  the  armaments  fince 
deflined  foV  the  fame  purpofe  have^  by  the  vigilance  and  aflivity 
of  my  fquadrons,  been  captured  or  difperfed.  The  views  and 
principles  of  thofe  who,  in  concert  with  our  inveterate  enemy, 
have  long  planned  the  fubverfion  of  our  conftitution,  have  been 
fully  detefted  and  expofed,  and  their  trcafons  made  manifeft  to 
the  world.  Thofe  whom  they  had  mifled  or  feduccd,  muft  now 
be  awakened  to  their  duty  ;  and  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  miferies  and 
horror  which  thefe  traitorous  defigns  have  produced,  muft  ImpreTs 
on  the  minds  of  all  my  faithful  fubjefts  the  necelliiy  of  conti- 
nuing to  repel,  with  firmnefs,  every  attack  on  the  laws  and  efta- 
blilhed  government  of  their  country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

Under  the  unavoidable  prefRire  of  protrafled  war,  it  is  ^  great 
fatisfa£tion  to  n^  t(5  obferve,  that  the  produce  of  the  public  reve- 
nue has  proved  fully  adequate  to  the  increafe  of  our  pcrrfianent 
expenditure  ;  that  the  national  credit  has  been  maintained  and 
improved;  and  that  the  commerce  and  induftry  of  my  fubje£[s 
have  continued  to  flourifli  in  a  degree  hitherto  unknown. 

The  fituation  in  which  we  are  placed,  unhappily  renders  the 
continuance  of  heavy  expenfes  indifpenfable  for  the  public  fafety. 
But  the  ftaie  of  our  rcfources,  and  the  good  fenfe  and  public  fpi- 
rit which  prevail  through  every  part  of  my  kingdom,  will,  I 
kiru/lj  cnubk  you  to  provide  the  ueceffarY  fu^plies  without  elfen- 
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tlal  inconvenience  to  my  people,  and. with  4s  little  addition  as 
poirii>le  to  the  permanent  burdens  of  the  ftat^.  The  progrefs 
made  towards  fuch  a  fyftem  by  the  meafures  adopted  in  the  laft 
fcflion,  and  the  aid  given  to  public  credit  by  the  plan  for  the  re- 
ilemption  of  the  land-tax,  have  been  attended  with  the  moll  be- 
neficial efFed,  which  you  will,  I  am  pejfuaded,  omit  no  oppor- 
tunity to  confirm  and  improve. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

1  rely  with  confidence  on  the  continuance  of  your  exertions,  ta 
enable  me  ultimately  to  condudl  the  great  conteft  in  which  we  arc. 
engaged  to  a  fafe  and  honourable  conclufion. 

We  have  furmounted  many  and  great  difficulties.  Our  pcrfe- 
verance  in  a  juft  caufe  has  been  rewarded  with  diftinguifhed  fuc- 
cefs;  and  our  prefent  fitiiation,  compared  with  that  of  other 
countries,  fufficiently  proves  haw  much,  in  a  period  of  general 
danger  and  calamity,  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  the  Britifh, 
nation  have  depended  (under  the  blefling  of  Providence)  on  iti 
own  conftancy,  its  energy,  and  its  virtue. 


Jn  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  following  Addrefs  was  moved  by  Lord 
Levsfon  Gower^  Jecondcd  by  Sir  Henry  St.  Jtihn  Mildmayy  and 
carried. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty's  molt  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje(5s,  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  ailembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  your  moft  gra- 
cious fpcech  from  the  throne  ;  and  to  congratulate  your  Majefty 
on  the  fignal  fuccefs  which,  by  the  blc/fing  of  Providence,  has 
attended  your  Majefty's  arms,  particularly  on  the  memorable  and' 
decifive  aflion  in  which  a  detachment  of  your  Majefty's  fleet, 
under  the  coipmand  of  Rear-admiral  Lord  Nclfon,  attacked, 
and  almoft  totally  deftroyed,  a  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy, 
ftrengthened  by  every  advantage  of  fituation. 

It  is  with  juft  pride  and  exultation  that  we  obferve,  that,  by  . 
this  great  and  brilliant  viflory,  an  enterprife,  of  which  the  injuf- 
tice,  perfidy,  and  extravagance  had  fixed  the  attention  of  the 
world,  and  which  was  peculiarly  direfted  againft  fome  of  the 
moft  valuable  interefts  of  the  Britrfti  empire,  has,  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  been  turned  to  the  confufion  of  its  authors;  and  we  en- 
tertain an  earneft  hope,  that  the  blow  thus  given  to  the  power  and 
influence  of  France,  the  laudable  example  held  out  by  the  Empe- 
ror of  Ruftia  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  the  difpofition  mani- 
fefted  in  the  different  countries  ftruggling  under  the  yoke  of 
France,  may  encourage  other  powers  to  adopt  that  vigorous  line 
of  conduct  which  experience  has  fliown  to  be  alone  confiftenf 
with  the  fecurity  and  honour  of  independent  ftates,  and  which,  if 
gencraHy  adopted,  may  lead  to  the  deliverance  of  £uro^e« 
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Wc  are  fully  fenfible  of  the  peculiar  advantages  derived  to  this 
Icingdom  from  the  extent  of  our  preparations  at  home,  and  from 
the  general  demonftrations  of  Zealand  fpirit  among  all  ranks  of 
your  Majefty's  fubjedls  ;  and  we  have  fcen,  with  thegreateft  faiif- 
laftion,  theefTeftof  the  meafures  adopted  in  Ireland  for  reprcff- 
ing  a  rebellion  inftigated  by  our  inveterate  enemy  ;  the  furrender 
of  the  French  troops  landed  for  its  fupport ;  and  the  fuccefsfiil 
vigilance  and  adtivity  of  your  Majcfty's  fquadrons  in  capturiDg 
or  difperfmg  the  armaments  Gnce  dedined  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

We  are  anxious  to  tedify  to  your  Majcfty  the  abhorrence  and 
indignation  with  which  we  have  obferved  the  defperate  principles 
and  pradlices  of  thofe  who  have  long  planned  the  fubverfion  c( 
our  conftitution,  which  have  now  been  fully  detected  and  made 
nianifed  to  the  world  ;  and  we  cannot  but  exprefsour  firm  perfua-t 
iion,  that  thofe  who  had  been  mifled  or  fcduced  muft  now  be 
awakened  to  their  duty,  and  that  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  miferiesand 
horrors  which  thefe  traitorous  defigns  have  produced  muft  imprefs 
on  the  minds  of  all  your  Majcily's  faithful  fubjcfls  the  neccflity 
of  continuing  to  repel  with  firmnefs  every  attack  on  the  laws  and 
.^(labliihed  government  of  their  country. 

We  (hall  not  fail  diligently  to  apply  ourfelves  to  the  confidcra- 
tion  of  fuch  meafures  as  may  provide  the  necelTary  fupplies  with 
iis  little  inconvenience  to  your  people,  and  as  little  addition  to  the 
permanent  burdens  of  the  (late,  as  the  circumftances  will  admit; 
and,  under  the  unavoidable  preffure  of  protrafled  war,  while  wc 
join  with  your  Majefty  in  regretting  the  indifpenfable  neccflity  of 
heavy  expenfes,  we  fliall  derive  the  greateft  fatisfadion  and  con- 
fidence from  the  productive  ftatc  of  the  revenue,  the  maintenance 
and  improvement  of  public  credit,  and  the  extent  and  profperity 
of  the  commerce  and  induftry  of  your  Majefly's  fubjcds ;  and 
that  wc  fh all  eagerly  avail  ourfelves  of  every  opportunity  to  culti- 
vate and  improve  advantages  fo  important  to  the  public  fafety  and 
•welfare. 

We  embrace  with  fatisfa^lion  the  opportunity  of  thus  renev^ing 
to  your  Majcfty  the  folemn  allurances  of  our  (urn  and  unalterable 
determination  to  perfcvere  in  thofe  exertions  which  may  enable 
your  Majefty  to  conduft  the  great  contelt  in  which  wc  are  engaged 
to  a  fafe  and  honourable  conclufion.  Animated  by  a  like  fcnfcot 
the  difficulties  we  have  furmouhted,  and  of  the  diftinguilhed  fuc- 
cefs  which  has  rewarded  our  perfcverance  in  a  jiiil  caufe,  we  ihall 
uniformly  maintain  thofe  principles,  an  adherence  to  which,  in  a 
period  of  general  danger  and  calamity,  has  procured  to  us  the  ad- 
vantages of  our  prefent  fituation,  and  >\  ill,  wc  truft,  under  every 
viciilitude,  continue  to  prove  that  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of 
the  Britifti  nation  find  the  fureft  fupport  (under  the  bleflingof  Pro- 
videncej  in  its  owuconftancy,  its  energy,  and  its  virtue, 

7i 
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Jlo  the  foregoing  Addrefs  his  Majejly  returned  the  follow  Ingmofi 

gracious  Anfwerm 
Gentlemen, 

1  RETURN  you  my  particular  thanks  for  ttiis  loyal  and  duti- 
Ful  addrefs  ;  and  receive,  with  the  greateft  fatisfadion,  your  con* 
^tulations  on  the  late  glorious  events,  and  the  declaration  of 
^our  firm  adherence  to  thoie  wife  and  honourable  principles  which 
bave  uniformly  guided  your  conduA.  The  perfeverance  and 
innne(s  of  Parliament,  and  the  zeal  and  fpirit  of  my  people, 
nrill  give  additional  weight  to  my  exertions  m  endeavouring  to 
mprove  the  advantages  which  this  country  and  Europe  have  every 
reafon  to  expedl  from  the  happy  confequences  of  the  fuccefs  of 
ny  arms,  and  from  the  prefent  ftate  and  difpofition  of  other 
>owers. 


W 


In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the  following  Addrefs  was  moved  by  the  Earl  tf 
Damley^fecondedhy  Lord  Craven^  and  carried  unanimovjly. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

'E,  your  Majefty^s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  Lords 
fpiritual  and  teftiporal,  in  Parliament  aflfembled,  beg  leave 
:o  approach  your  Majefty  with  our  humble  thanks  for  your  Ma* 
efty's  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

Wc  beg  leave  to  offer  to  your  Majefty  our  heart«felt  congratula- 
ions  on  the  glorious  and  decifive  vidory  obtained  by  your  Majef- 
y's  fleet  under  the  command  of  Rear-admiral  Lord  Nelfon  over 
m  enemy  fuperior  in  force,  and  in  the  advantage  of  fituation  ;  an 
ichievement  which  has  even  added  freOi  fplendour  to  the  unexam* 
>led  feries  of  jwit  Majefty's  naval  triumphs.  While  this  memo- 
rable fuccefs  has,  in  the  firft  inftance,  turned  to  the  confufion  of 
he  enemy  an  enterprife  not  more  diftinguiflied  by  its  injuftice, 
perfidy,  and  extravagance,  than  by  the  inveterate  hoftility  of  its 
luthors  againft  every  Britifti  intereft,  we  entertain  a  juft  hope, 
faat  the  blow  now  given  to  the  power  and  influence  of  the  enemy 
^ill  be  decifive  in  its  effe£ls ;  that  the  opening  thus  afforded  will 
»e  improved  by  other  powers,  to  the  maintenance  of  their  owa 
ndependence  andfecurity ;  and  that  the  wife  and  dignified  exam- 
)lc  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia,  and  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  will 
)t  followed  by  fuch  effediual  and  united  exertions,  as  are  alone 
uited  to  the  prefent  crifis,  and  as  are  beft  calculated  to  produce 
he  general  deliverance  of  Europe. 

Permit  us  to  affurc  your  Majefty,  that,  while  we  feel  our  hearts 
uid  hopes  thus  elated  by  the  brilliant  fuccefs  which  has  crowned 
rouf  Majefty's  arms  abroad,  we  congratulate  your  Majefty  no  lefs 
itfberely  on  the  uninterrupted  ftate  of  fecurity  in  which  this  king- 
lorn  has  been  preferved  againft  the  vain  threats  of  the  enemy,  by 
he  extent  ot  your  Majefty's  military  preparations  ;  suid  fttll 
*V©i,.  Vlt.  4F  more 
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inoce  by  the  2eal  and  fpirit  which  animate  all  ranks  of  janr  Ma- 
jcfty's  fubjefls  in  the  caufe  of  their  country. 

Nor  have  we  feen  with  lefs  fatisfadion  the  entire  dirappoint- 
ment  of  the  attempts  of  our  enemies  againd  your  Majefty's  king- 
dom of  Ireland,  the  defeat  and  furrender  of  the  force  which  thej 
had  difcmbarked  for  the  fupportof  a  rebellion  inftigated  by  them- 
felveSy  and  the  capture  or  difperfion  of  the  armaments  deftined 
for  the  fame  objcA  ;  and  we  truft,  that  the  rebellion,  thus  cut  off* 
from  foreign  afliilance,  and  curbed  and  repreffed^  as  it  has  been^ 
by  the  vigour  of  your  Majefty's  councils,  and  the  gallantry  of 
your  Majefty's  troops^^will,  ere  long,  be  finally  extinguiflied. 

We  are  anxious  to  declare  to  your  Majcfty,  and  to  the  world, 
our  abhorrence  of  the  views  and  principles  of  thofe  who,  in  con* 
cert  with  our  inveterate  enemy,  had  planned  the  fubverflon  of  the 
conditution  of  thfir  country  ;  and  we  cannot  but  feel  perfuaded, 
that  the  complete  expofure  of  thefe  treafons  mud  awaken  the  de* 
Ivded  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty^  and  muft  imprefs  ilill  more  ftrongly 
on  the  minds  of  all  your  Majefty's  fubjedls,  the  neceffity  of  fup- 
porting,  againft  every  attack,  the  laws  and  government  of  their 
country. 

Convinced  oP  the  extent  and  value  of  the  bleflings  which,  un- 
der your  Majefty's  happy  and  paternal  government,  we  have  to 
defend,  and  confident  in  the  xefources  and  fpirit  of  our  country, 
we  have  encountered  with  cheerfulnefs  many  and  great  difficul- 
ties. Thefe,  by  the  bleding  of  Providence  on  your  Majefty's 
dignified  firmnefs  and  perfeverance  in  a  juft  caufe,  have  hap- 
pily been  furmounted.  Animated  by  this  fuccefs,  encouraged  by 
the  comparative  fituation  of  our  country,  and,  above  all,  deeply 
imprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  that  duty  which  is  incumbent  on  every 
individual  in  a  period  of  fuch  general  danger  and  calamity,  wc 
will  not  relax  our  exertions,  but  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  our 
power,  fupport  your  Majefty  in  every  meafure  which  may  bed 
contribute  to  deliver  unimpaired  to  pofterity,  the  fecurity,  inde- 
pendence, happinefs,  and  honour  of  the  Britifli  empire. 

The  following  is  his  Maje/l/s  mojl  gracious  Anjwer  to   the    above 

Addrejs. 
My  Lords, 
I   RECEIVE  with  the  higheft  fatisfaaion  this  dutiful  and 
loval  addrefs. 

Your  congratulations  on  the  brilliant  fuccefles  with  which  it  has; 
pleafcd  Providence  to  reward  our  exertions,  are  particularly  agree- 
able to  me;  and  I  trud  that  the  honourable  and  dignified  perfe- 
verance of  my  Parliament  and  my  people  will,  both  by  example 
and  cfFcft,  materially  contribute  to  redore  the  independence  ojf 
Europe,  and  to  infure  to  thefe  kingdoms  the  bleflings  of  fecurci 
h.  and  honourable  peace, 
k  .  APPEN- 
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HISTORY   OF   THE  WAR. 


From  the  LONDCyW  GAZETTE  EXTRAGRDJN^lRy, 

Friday,  0£tober  13,  1797. 

Admiralty   Office^    OQoher   ij. 

LIEUTENANT  Brodif,  of  the  Rofe  cutter,  aniraf  early  ^ 
BKHmine  with  a  letter  Arom  Admiral  Duncan,  commander  in  chief 
of  his  Majefhr's  fhips,  &c.  employed  in  the  North  Sea,  to  Evan  Ne- 
pean,  Efq.  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

y^urahle^  pffiLe  Coqft  af  HoUand^  the  1 2th  rf  O^oher^  fy  Leg  ( i  uh)^ 
three  P.  M.     Camper dcwn^  E,S.E.  eight  Miles^  JVind  N»  fy  £. 
Sir, 
I  HAVE  the  i^leafure  to  acquaint  you,   for  the  information  of  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  at  nine  o'clock  this  niorn- 
ing  I  got  fight  of  the  Dutch  fleet;  at  naif  pad  twelve  I  pafled  through 
ihSr  fine,  and  the  a6Hon  commenced,  which  has  been  very  fevere.    The 
admiral's  fhip  is  difmafled,  and  has  flruck,  as  have  feveral  others,  and 
one  is  oh  fire. 

I  ihall  fend  Captain  Fairfax  with  particulars  the  moment  I  can  fpere 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient,  humble  /ervant, 

ADAM  DUNCAN. 
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From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Oa.  14,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office^  O^ober  13. 

JSmtoB  rf  a  Letter ffm  Admiral  Sir  Richard  King^  Bart,  Commander  « 
Chief  of  his  MajeJ/s  Shifs  and  Vejfels  at  Plymouth^  to  Mr.  Hefen^ 
dated  the  nth  inji. 

I  HEREWITH  tranfmit,  for  their  Lordihips'  information,  a  letter 
wluch  I  received  this  morning  from  Lieutenant  Tomlinfon,  commsuuiiflg 
the  Speedwell  lugger,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  captured  a  Fieoch 
cutter  privateer,  carrying  two  brafs  fix-pounders,  two  fwivels,  and 
eighteen  men.  .  • 

I 

'Sir,  *  Speedwell^  at  Sea^   O^oher  10^   1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  the  Start  bearing  north  about 
nine  leagues,  we  fell  in  with,  this  morning,  and,  after  a  chafe  of  fix 
hours,  captured  Les  Amies,  a  fmall  French  cutter  privateer,  having  on 
board  two  brafs  fix-poundei%  two  fwivels,  and  eighteen  men ;  out  four 
days  from  Granville,  and  had  not  taken  any  thing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

S.OB.  TOMUNSON. 

Sir  Richard  King^  Bart,  tffc, 

.     Admiralty  Office,  OS.  14. 

Coh  of  a  Litter  from  Vice-Admiral  Kitigsmill,  Commemder  in  Chief  ^ 
his  Majefiys  Ships  and  Kejfels  on  the  Coajt  cf  Ireland,  to  Evan  Ifepem^ 
Efq.  doited  the  yh  qf  OHober  1 797. 

Sir, 

I  REQUEST  you  will  iiiform  my  Lords  Commiffioncrs  of  the  AcJ- 
miralty,  that  Captain  Faulknor,  of  hiis  Majefty's  fhip  Diana,  has  fcntin 
a  coppered  French  cutter  privateer,  Lc  Flibuftier,  of  four  guns,  five 
fwivels,  and  twenty-nine  men,  out  of  Bourdeaux  fifty-two  days,  but 
which  had  not  made  any  capture. 
,  ,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  KINGSMILL 

Admiralty  Office^    OH.  14. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vice- Admiral  Kingsmill^  Commander  in  Chief  if 
his  MajeJiyU  Ships  and  Vejfels  on  the  Coajl  of  Ireland,  to  Evan  HefeoM^ 
Efq,    dated  at  Cork,  the  ()fh  of  O^ober  1 797. 

Sir, 

PLEASE  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admindty,  that 
his  Majelly's  fhip  Cerberus  is  juft  returned  from  a  cruifc,  in  which  Ihc 
has  captured  the  San  Noberta  Spanifli  privateer  fchooncr,  of  four  car- 
riage guns  and  fwivels,  and  forty-two  men,  and  recaptured  the  Graff,  a 

Daiiiih 
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Daniih  fhip,  having  on  board  a  Pbrtuguefe  cargo  of  iron  and  grain,  from 
St.  Michad'Si  bound  to  Lifbon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  KINGSMILL.     . 

ExtraB  ff  a   Letter  from   Captain  Roberts^  '  Commander  of  his  Majeflfs 
Skip  La  Concorde^  to^  Evan  Nepean^   Efq^' dated  at  Madeira^  the  ^th  ^\ 
j^ugufi  lyc)-]. 

BE  pleafed  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiffioncrs  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
at  break  of  day  on  the  24th  ult.  (Cape  Finiflerre  bearing  S.  E.  by  E. 
diflant  about  forty  leagues)  I  fell  in  with  and  captured  the  brigantine  Le 
Poiilbn  Volant  letter  of  marque.  Captain  Latarte,  laden  with  wines  and 
different  kinds  of  merchandife,  from  Bourdeaux,  bound  to  Guadaloupe ; 
(he  is  pierced  for  eight  guns,  but  had  only  four  on  board ;  is  new  cop* 
pered,  and  was  fittetl  out  with  ihc  intention,  after  landing  her  cargo  m 
the  Wcfl  Indies,  to  cruife  in  thofe  feas  as  a  privateer,  where,  from  her 
fuperior  failing,  fhe  probably  would  have  done  conliderable  niifchief,  as 
(he  fails  much  better  than  the  Concorde  in  light  winds,  and  was  taken 
by  being  fortunately  within  reach  of  our  guns  when  firfl  feen. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Oft,  16,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office^  Od.  14.  '• 

Co/f  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Richard  Kingy  Bart.  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majeftfs  Ships  and  f^ejfels  at  Plymouth^  to  Evan  Nepean^  Efq.  Secre^ 
tary  of  the  Admiralty^  dated  on  board  the  Cambridge^  in  Hamoaxe^  the 
tejth  inftant. 

Sir, 

THIS  afternoon  arrived  here  La  Decouverte  French  national  brig, 
•f  fourteen  guns  and  ninety-one  men,  prize  to  his  Majefly's  (hip  Unit6, 
out  three  days  from  Nantz,  fuppofcd  to  be  bound  to  Guadaloupe  with 
iecret  difpatches,  which  they  threw  overboard  in  chafe,  and  ten  of  her 
guns. 

-    I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  &c. 

R.  KING. 

ilopy  of  another  Letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Richard  Kingj  Bart,  to  Evan 
Nepean^  Efq^  dated  on  board  the  Cambridge^  in  Hamo^ze^  the  i  ^th  /»•* 
flant. 

Sir, 

I  HEREWITH  tranfmit,for  their  Lordfhips'  information,a  letter  I  have 
received  this  morning  from  Lieutenant  Tomlinfon,  commanding  his  Ma- 
jetty's  hired  lugger  Speedwell,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  captured 
a  French  lugger  privateer,  carrying  fix  brafs  (ix-poundcrs,  fix  fwivcls, 
and  thirty-five  men. 

The  above  veflel  is  arrived  here. 

R.  KING. 

A  %  Speed* 
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1797,  iisrt 

From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Od        eapei. 

.e  of  five  hours,  wc 

Mmirali^  Office,  O^Oer        .f  r  pnvatetr,  mount- 

"^    ^  .*^ls:  (he  had  on b.;»anl 

Extras  of  a  Letter  ffm  Admiral  Sir  Richf  .    ,Ken  any  thing,  except  a 

Ckiff  0/  his  MajeJ/s  Ships  and  Feje!      ^  the  Telemachus,  and  bt 

dated  the  nth  infi, 

I  HEREWITH  tranlinit,  for^  *    ROB.  TOMLINSON. 

which  I  received  this  morning  fror 
the  Spwdwell  lugger,  gJWng  an  " 
cutter  privateer,   canying  tw' — —    ■ 
eighteen  men.  r  ^  - 

gj^  -  ^,1  GAZETTE  EXTRAORDINARY, 

I  HAVE  the  honr  i«»^y>  Oftober  16,  1797. 
nine  leagues,  wc  fell 

hours,  captured  Lf      ^^Im'nahy  Office^  OSober  16. 
board  two  brafi  '' 


.  .v*"'  ycncrnhJe^  at  Sea^   i^th  Ot^obrr  1797s  ^f  ^^^ 

• '  Coafi  of  Hcllaud, 

•*i/rtl  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of"  the  Admiralty, 
C$f       i*^n?  *^  "^  confequencc  their  Lordlhips  iV.ould  have  as  early  in- 
^,»;'^as  poiTible  of  the  defeat  of  the  Dutcli  tiect  under  the  command 
,i^^ir:il  l^c  Winter,  I  dil'patched  the  Role  cutter  at  three  P,  M.  on 
i^'rih  (I  -th)   infrant,  with  a  fliort  letter  to  you  immediately  after  the 
/j^'was  ended.     I  have  now  further  to  acquaint  you,  for  ihtir  Lord- 
j^  informnrion,  tirat  in  the  night  of  the  loth  inftant,  after  I  had  fent 
^my  letter  to  you  of  that  dL».te,  I  placeil  my  fquadron  in  fuch  fitua- 
^'as  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  retuniiiig  to  the  Texel  witliout  my 
i^ng  i:i  with  thtm.     At  nine  o'clock  in  llie  morning  of  the  i  ith  I  got 
^gln  of  C:;pt?/ia  TrollopeVs  iquadron,  with  fignah  flying  for  an  enemy 
to  leeward ;  I  immediiaeiy  bore  ii}),  and  made  the  fignal  for  a  genenl 
chafe,  and  loon  got  liglit  of  them,  forming  in  a  line  on  the  larooard  tack 
to  receive  us,  tiiewinJ  at  N.  VV.     As  we  approached  near,  I  mide  the 
Jignal  for  th-  fquadron  to  (liortcn  fidl,  in  oitier  to  connect  tlieni;  foon 
after  I  faw  the  l:ind  between  Cam|)erdown  and  Egmont,  about  nine  miles 
to  Kew:,\i  of  the  enemy,  and  finding  there  was  no  lime  to  be  loft  vx 
making  the  attjick,  1  mndc  the  li;;nal  to  btar  up,  break  the  enemy's  line» 
and  engage  tliem  to  leeward,  each  ihip  her  opponent,  by  which  I  cot  be- 
tween them  and  the  bnd,  whither  tneynvere  fall  approaching.     Mytig- 
nals  were  obeyed  with  great  promptitude,  and  Vice-admii-al  Onflow,  in 
tl'.c  Monarcii,  bore  doA-n  on  the  enemy's  rear  in  the  mod  gallant  man- 
ner, his  divifion  following  his  example,  and  the  a<^ion  commenced  about 
iorty  minutes  i)art  twelve  o'clock.     The  Venerable  foon  got  through  the 
enemy's  line,  and  i  begaa  a  clofe  acJtion,  with  mvdiviliou  on  iheir  van, 

which 
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'^'7(1  near  two  hours  and  a  half,  when  I  obfenred  all  the  mads  of 

^^  'Imiral's  fliip  to  go  by  the  board;  flic  was,  however,  dc- 

~''   ,  tiiTic  iu  a  moft  gallant  manner;  but  being  overpreflcd  by 

V  'ours  were  (Iruck,  and  Admiral  De  Winter  was  fooii 

^^  '  ".  Venerable.     On  looking  around  me,  I  obferved 


V*-.  c-admirars  flag  was  alio  difmafted,  and  had  fur- 

^,         *^  .  Onflow ;  and  that  many  others  had  likewiie 

^^JL.  ^re  in  nine  fluhonis  water,  and  not  ferther  than 

V^,  ^-^  »^d,  my  attention  was  fo  much  taken  up  in  getting 

^v  ili'bled  lliips  otf  Ihore,  that  I  was  not  able  to  diflin- 

^  i-  ot  Ihips  ca|;tured;  and    the  wind  having  been  con- 

'^^  ianci  fince,  we  have  unavoidably  been  much  difperfed,  fo 

\^  ?Jf  nor  Iv.cn  abU'  to  gain  an  exadt  account  of  them,  but  we  liave 

•^  aciiioii  ol  oi^'u  01    nine;  more  of  them  had  ftruck,  but  taking 

ige  o\  the  niglit,  and  being  lb  near  their  own  coaft,    they  fuc* 

.ed  in  getting  ort,  and  fome  of  them  were  feen  going  into  tlie  Texel 

iC  next  morning. 

It  is  with  the  grcatefl  pleafiire  and  fatisfo^ion  I  make  known  to  their 
Lordfliips  the  very  gallant  behaviour  of  Vice-admiral  Onflow,  tlic  cap- 
tains, oihcers,  leamen,  and  marines  of  the  fquadron,  who  all  appeared 
aftuattd  with  the  truly  Britifli  fpirit,  at  lead  thofe  tliat  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing. 

One  of  the  enemy's  ftiips  caught  fire  in  the  action,  and  drove  very  near 
the  Venerable;  but  I  have  the  pieafure  to  fay  it  was  extinguiflied,  and 
ihe  is  one  of  the  fliips  in  our  poifeflion.  The  fquadron  has  fufFered 
much  in  their  niafts,  yards,  and  rigging,  and  many  of  them  have  loft  a 
dumber  of  men ;  however,  in  no  proportion  to  that  of  the  enemy.  The 
carnage  on  board  the  two  ftiips  that  bore  the  admirals*  flags  has  bceit 
beyond  all  defcription ;  they  have  had  no  lefs  than  2  50  men  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  of  each  fliip.  And  here  I  have  to  lament  the  lofs  of 
Captain  Burgefs,  of  his  Majefty*s  ftiip  the  Ardent,  who  brought  that 
fhip  into  a<^ion  in  the  moft  gallant  and  mafterly  manner,  but  was  un- 
fortunately killed  foon  after.  However,  the  ftiip  continued  the  aifVioci 
clofe,  until  q^ite  difabled.  The  pubUc  have  loft  a  good  and  gallant  of- 
ficer in  Captain  Burgefs,  and  I,  with  others,  a  fincere  friend. 

Captain  Trollope's  exertions  and  adive  good  condu^  in  keeping  fight 
of  the  enemy's  fleet  until  I  came  up,  have  been  truly  meritorious,  and^ 
I  truft,  will  meet  a  juft  reward. 

I  fend  this  by  Captain  Fairfax,  by  whofe  able  advice  I  profltecl  much 
during  the  adlion,  and  who  will  give  their  Lordfliips  any  further  parti- 
culars they  may  wifli  to  know. 

As  moft  of  the  fliips  of  the  fquadron  are  much  difabled,  and  fev^enl 
of  the  prizes  difmafted,  I  ■  fhall  make  the  beft  of  my  way  with  them  ta 
the  Nore. 

I  herewith  tranfmit  you  a  lift  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  fuch  of 
the  fquadron  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect ;  a  lift  of  -the  enemy ^  fleet  op- 
ooitdi  to  my  fquadron,  and  my  line  of  battle  on  the  day  of  action. 
'  I  am,  Sir, 

.    Your  moft  obedient  humble  (errant, 

ADAM  DUNCAN. 


ALi/t 
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A  Lift  of  kilUii  and  wounded w  hoard  the  Ships  of  Adrniral  Duncan's  Squa>^ 
dronj  in  an  Ad  ion  with  the  Dutch  on  t}ie  nth  of  OHober  1797. 

Vencrabk. — 13  feamen,  2  marines,  killed;  6  officers,  52  feamen,  4 
mannes,  wounded.     Total  77. 

Monarch. — 2  officers,  34  feamen,  killed;  9  officers,  79  feamen,  \% 
marines,  wounded.     Total  136. 

Bedford. — 2  midfliipmen,  26  feamen,  2  marines,  killed;  i  licute* 
nant,  37  feamen,  3  marines,  wounded.     Total  71. 

Powerful. — 8  feamen,  2  marines,  killed ;  4  officers,  74  feamen  and 
marines,  wounded.    Total  88. 

Ifis. — I  ieaman,  i  marine,  killed;  3  officers,  18  feamen,  wounded. 
Total  23. 

Ardent — 2  officers,  33  feamen,  6  marines,  killed;  8  oflkers,  85  fea- 
men, II  marines,  3  boys,  wounded.     Total  148. 

Agincourt— None  killed  or  wounded. 

Belliqueux. — %  officers,  20  feamen,  3  marines,  killed ;  3  officers,  63 
feunen,  12  marines,  wounded.     Total  iq3. 

Lancafler. —  3  feamen  killed;  2  officers,  13  feamen,  3  marines^ 
wounded.    Total  21. 

Triumph. — 25  feamen,  3  marines,  i  boy,  killed;  5  officers,  50  fea- 
men and  marines,  wounded.     Total  84 

Officers  killed. 

Monarch. — ^Mr.  J.  P.  Tindall  and  Mr.  Moyle  Finlay,  midfliipmen. 
Ardent. — Captain  Burgefs ;  Mr.  Michael  Dunn,  mafler. 
Belliqueux. — ^Lieutenant  Robert  Webller ;  JVJr*  James  Milne,  mafterV 
floate. 

Officers  wounded. 

Venerable. — Lieutenants  Clay  and  Doujlas ;  Lieutenant  Chambers  of 
the  marines ;  Mr.  Stewart,  midftiipman  ;  Mr.  Brown,  pilot. 

Monarch. — Lieutenant  Retalick;  Lieutenant  Smith  of  the  marines; 
Mr.  George  Maffie,  Mr.  Benjamin  Clement,  Mr,  Daniel  Sherwin,  Mr. 
Charles  Siade,  midfliipmen  ;  Mr.  John  Chimley,  mafter*s  mate. 

Bedford. — Lieutenant  Keener. 

Powerful. — Lieutenant  Jennings  ;  Mr.  Mel.  Jones,  boatfwain ;  Mr. 
Daniel  Rogers,  midfliipman ;  Lieutenant  Walker  of  the  marines. 

Ifis. — Lieutenant  Charles  Rea  of  the  marines;  Mr,  Simon  Frafer  and 
Mr.  John  Walker,  midfliipmen. 

Ardent. — Lieutenant  James  Rofe,  Lieutenant  John  Sobriel ;  Captain 
Cuthbert  of  marines ;  Mr.  John  Tracy,  mafter's  mate ;  Mr.  John  Airey, 
mafter^s  mate ;  Mr.  Thomas  Leopard,  midfliipman ;  Mr.  John  Taylor, 
captain's  clerk,  flightly;  Mr.  George  Killiar,  midfliipman,  flightly. 

Belliqueux. — Lieutentint  Robert  England,  flightly ;  Captain  James 
Caflel  of  marines,  flightly ;  Mr.  James  Scott,  midfliipman. 

Lancafler. — Lieutenant  Morgan,  Lieutenant  Sandys  of  the  marines. 

Triumph. — Captain  Efiington,  flightly  in  the  arm;  Mr.  Chapman, 
firft  lieutenant,  flightly  in  the  head ;  Mr.  TroUope,  third  lieutenant, 
flightly  in  the  foot ;  Mr.  Read,  mafter,  flightly  bruifed ;  Mr.  Jones, 
midfliipman,  flightly  in  the  face. 

AD.\M  DUNCAN, 


li^Ji 
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Lifi  anJ  Di/pojgtim  ff  the  Dutch  Fleet  w  the  iith  af  O^ober  i797, 

VAN. 

Vice- Admiral  Reyntjcs  Commander. 

Cerberus,  Captain  Jacobfon,  68  guns,  450  men. 
Dclit,  Captain  Vcrdoon,  56  jguns,  375  men. — Taken* 
Jupiter,  Vice-admiral  Reyotjcs  and  Rear-admiral  Meufen,  74  guns, 
550  men. — Taken. 
Alkmaar,  Captain  Kraft,  56  guns,  3  50  mep, — ^Taken. 
Haerlem,  Captain  Wiggetts,  68  guns,  450  men. — ^Taken. 
Munikkendain,  Captain  Lancafter,  44  guns,  270  men. — Taken. 
Heldin,  Captain  Dumifnilde  L'Eedrille,  32  guns,  230  men. 
Daphne  brig,  Lieutenant  Fredericks,   j8  guns,  98  men. 

CENTRE. 

Admiral  De  Winter,  Commander  in  Chief. 

Waflenaer,  Captain  Holland,  64  guns,  450  men. — Taken* 
Batavier,  Captain  Sou ters,  56  guns,  350  men. 
Vryheid  (the  Libert)),  Admiral  Dc  Winter  Van  Roflem,  74  guns, 
550  men. — Taken. 
States  General,  Rear- Admiral  Story,  74  guns,  550  men. 
Leyden,  Captain  Mufquctier,  68  guns,  450  men. 
Mars,  Captain  Kalff,  44  guns,  400  men.' 
Waakfaamheid,  Captain- Lieutenant  Nicrop,  24  guns,  150  mea. 
Minerva,  Captain  Eilbracht,  24  guns,  150  men. 
Galatea  brig,  Lieutenant  Ri very,  18  guns,,  98  men.     ' 
Atalanta  brig,  Lieutenant  Plets,  18  guns,  98  men. 

REAR. 

Rear-Admiral  Bloys  Commander. 

Admiral  Devries,  Captain  Zegers,  68  guns,  450  men. — Taken. 

Hercules,  Captain  Van  Ryfoort,  64  guns,  450  men. — ^Taken. 

Brutus,  Rear-admiral  Bloys,  74  guns,  550  men.^ 

Befchermer,  Captain  Hinxtt,   56  guns,  3  50  men. 

Gelykheid    (the  Equality),  Captain  Ruylen,  68  guns,   450  mea. — 
Taken. 

Ambufcade,  Captain-lieutenant  Huys,  32  gims,  270  men. — Taken. 

Ajax  brig,  Lieutenant  Arkenbout,    18  guns,  98  men. 

Haasje  (Aviso),  Lieutenant  Hartenfeld,  6  guns,  3  5  men. 

ADAM  DUNCAN. 

N.  B.  Another  line  of  battle  ihip,   reported  to  be  taken,  name  un- 
known. 

Dlfpojition  of  the  Squadron^  in  the  Order  of  Battle^  on  the  xith  tf  OBther 

1797- 
LARBOARD,   Of  LEE  DIVISION. 

Richard  Onflow,  Efq.  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Red,  Commander. 

1.  Ruflel,  Henry  Trollope,  captain,  74  guns,  590  men. 

2.  Diredlor,  William  Bligh,  captain,  64  guns,  491  men. 

3.  Montague,  John  Knight,  captain,  74  guns^   590  men. 

4^  V«jr 
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4*  Veteran,  €rorge  Gregory,  captain,  64  guns,  491  men. 

5:  Monarch,  Vice-admiral  Onflow,    £dward  0*Bryen,  captain,    74* 
guns,    599  men. 
'  6.  Powerful,  William  0*Bryen  Dniry,  captain,  74  guns,  590  men. 

7.  Monmouth,  James  Walker,  captain,  64  guns,  491  men. 

8.  Agincourt,  John  Williamfon,  captain,  64  guns,  491  men. 

REPEATEB8. 

Beaulieu  frigate.    Cutters-^Rofe,  King  George,  A6^ivc,  Diligent. 

— Speculator  lugger. 

.STARBOARD,   Of  WEATHER  DIVISION. 

Adam  Duncan,  Efq.  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  Commander  in  Chie^ 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

9.  Triumph,  William  Heniy  Efin^on,  captain,  74  guns,  640  men. 

10.  Venerable,  Admiral  Duncan^  William  George  Fairfax,  capcaioi 
74  guns,  C93  men. 

1 1.  Ardent,  Richard  R.  Burgefs,  captain,  64  guns,  491  n>cn. 

12.  Bedford,  Sir  Thomas  Byard,  captain,  74  guns,  590  men. 

13.  Lancafter,  John  Wells,  captain,  64  guns,  491  men. 

14.  Belliqueux,  John  Indis,  captain,  64  guns,  491  men. 

15.  Adamant,  William  Sothairt,  captain,  50  guns,  543  men. 

16.  Ifis,  William  Mitchell,  captun,  50  guns,  343  mep. 

REPEATERS. 

Circe  frigate — Martin  floop. 

ADAM  DUNCAN. 

Sir,  P^enerable^  off  Orfordnefi^   0<9.  15,    1797. 

IN  addition  to  my  letter  of  the  1 3th  inftant,  containing  the  particu- 
lars of  t^e  aftion  of  the  nth,  and  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  fend 
away  until  this  day,  I  have  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that,  from  the  wind  continuing 
to  blow  on  the  Dutch  coad,  the  fhips  have  had  great  difficulty  in 
Iceeping  off  the  fhore,  and  that  we  have  unavoidably  been  feparated.— 
Qn  Friday  laft  the  wind  blew  drone  from  the  W.S.W.  to  the  W.N.W. 
and  continued  fo  to  do  until  Saturday  morning;  it  then  fliifted  to  the 
north,  when  I  made  the  fignal  to  wear,  i!ood  to  the  weftward,  and  for- 
tunately anchored  here  laft  evening,  the  Venerable  being  fo  leaky,  that^ 
with  all  her  pumps  going,  we  pould  bvit  juft  keep  her  free.  This  mpm- 
ing  I  obfcrved  the  mips  named  in  the  margin  *  at  anchor  near  us,  three 
near  the  Kentifh  Knock,  and  three  in  Hoiley  Bay.  The  wind  is  at 
M.  W.^jUKi^much  againft  the  difabled  ^ips;  I  have  therefore  lent  the 
Lancafter  and  Beaulieu  out,  to  render  them  afliftance. 

Sir  Thomas  Williams,  in  the  Endymion,  who  joined  me  the  day 
after  the  a6lion,  I  .alib.fentin  fliore,  to  keep  by  >u^  afiift  the  difabled 
ihips;  and  I  am  informed  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  he  fell  in 


Mohai-ch,  Powerful^  Lancafter^  Beaulieut 

with 
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With  a  Dutck  ihip  of  the  liAe  off  the  Texel,  and  had  engaged  her,  bat  I 
have  not  heard  the  particulars.  I  am,  jSir, 

Your  moft  obedient  faiimble  fen^t, 
£van  Nlfean^  Efy.  ADAM  DUNCAN. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  0€L  28,  1797^ 

Jdmiraliy  Offict^  Oa^btf  a8. 

Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Charles  Rnolej^^  CukmamJer  of  Us  MmjMs 
Ship  Unite^  to  the  Right  Hmomra^  Lord  BriJp^^  K,  B.  dated  at  iea, 
the  ^th  iufiant. 

My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lord/hip^  that,  in  ladtude  46 
deg.  10  min.  north,  and  longitude  $  deg.  55  knin.  Wei^  I  Captured  the 
iiational  corvette  Decouverte,  of  14  guns  and  90  men,  command^  by 
Mon,f.  Martineneq,  Lieutenant  de  Vai(!eau,  four  dbiys  from  Nantz» 
charged  with  fecret  difpatches,  which  he  threw  overboard,  with  tea  df 
her  guns,  in  the  chafe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CHA.  ilOWLEY. 


««ta 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Oft.  31, 1797. 

Admiralty  OJUe^  Offoher  31. 

Extra ff  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Admiral  Lord  Sridpmrt^  JT.  B,  >f# 
Evan  Nepean^  Efy.  dated  on  board  his  Majefifs  Ship  Rtpal  George^  at 
Sea^  the  itthofO^oher  1797. 

• 

HEREWITH  you  will  receive,  for  their  Lord(bip«*  iofohnation,  the 
copy  of  a  letter  ftom  Captain  Yorke,  of  his  Majefty's  ihip  Stag,  fiatiDg 
his  having  deihroyed  Le  Cocyte  French  lugger  privateer. 

Sir,  Stag^  mi  Sea,  OHoher  C,  1797* 

I  HAVE  the  honour  toacc^uaint  you,  that,  on  the  30th  of  September^ 
his  Majefty's  (hip  Stag  fell  m  with  and  deilroyed  Le  Oocyte,  French 
lugger  privateer,  of  four  guns  and  thirty  men,  off  Pljrmoutb,  out  ten 
days  mm  Morlaix,  without  taking  any  thing. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be^  &c. 

JOS.  YORKE. 

Admiralty  OJke^  0/Mtr  31. 

Co/^  of  a  Letter  from  Capiaiu  fames  O^fyea^  Cmmmuhr  ^  his  Me^^s 
Shop  Childers^  to  Evan  Nepeam^  Mjf^.    daitd  P^onth^   O^Utr  %%^ 

'   i797» 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  icqiiaint  yoU  iritfa  ftiy  afrival  here  with  Le 
Furet,  French  fchooner  privateer^  nuninting  four  four^po^oders,  pierced  for 
fourteen,  carrying  fifty  men,  a  remarkable  fwift  (ailer;  ihe  was  captured 
by  the  Triton,  Childors  ia  company,  on  Tueidar  the  a4th,  between  the 

VoA.Vn.  B  lilt 
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ifli  df  Bas  ini  Mrtvehlc,  on  heir  retnirnto  Tregnier,  after  a  tbree  wix^ 
cruife,  during  which  ihc  had  imde  but  one  capture. 

I  have  th^  hoifbur  to  b&  &c« 

JAMES  €)«RYMf. 

from  thlb  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Nor.  zt,  tft^f. 

AdmnvSy  Q/ke^  JVW.  ii. 

Gpv  ^'m  iAtterfrtm  jtEkir^  tie  Emri  Si.  Ftncent^  Cmmmtdir  in  Cfurf^ 
in  MtijM's  ii^  mnd  Fijf^  anpined^  the  C^  tf  P^rtjugal^  f  Evam 
Nepeany  EJf.  d^^  m  httrd  tie  Filk  de  Paris^  in  tie  Tagusy  OJMcr 

f^7f  »797- 


I'ENCLbSJ^  lierewithcopies  of  letters  I  have  received  from  Capbun 
pbwoQiah  and  Captain  I^ierrepont^  ftvipg  an  account  of  the  captuit  ^f 
two  of  the  eneihy's  privateers  hjf  his  M^jefiy's  floops  the  Speedy  fHA. 
1tiwg*s  fiiher.  I  am,  &c. 

'    ST.  VINCENT. 

^Ml'J^^  »  •  .  ^f^'^y^  «f  P^/o,  Sept.  i8,  1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  uUormyou,  that  on  the  13th  inft.  his  Majeily's 
iloop  Speedy  captured  the  Palina,  a  Spanilh  fchooner  privateer,  off  Ville 
de  Conde^  nKJuntinff  t^o  thr«e-|polilicIers  ittkl  fettr  fwiydp,  with  twenty* 
e^ht  men.  She  had  been  eight  days  from  Vigo,  and  had  not  taken  anr 
tlSag.  HUGH  DOWNMAN. 

My£ofiJ^  kh^sPiJier^  Sefi.  16,  1797. 

I  'BEG  leive  to  acquaint  your  Lordihip,  that  y^ei%y  moniim  off 
Camina,  1  fell  in  with  and  captured  the  French  liiggdr  pnvated-  L'Elpoir, 
nbantiiig  fWb  carrajge  jgiihs  afid  ibur  fwfvtls,  and  nubihed  with  thnty- 
hinehien;  out  thirteen 4lyft  fr^  Rbctelk,  but  had  not  made  any  cap- 
ture. 1  hm  the  homnir  tk>  be,  ace. 

C.  H.  PIERREPONT. 

Admirtdtf  Office^  Nov.  i  r. 

,Coffi  rf  a  Letter  from  Captain  H,  P'fJlhf  CommcfnSer ^'iU  Majefy's  SKip 
Juror  ay  to  tie  Earl  St.  Flncent^  uimmd^tr  In  ditf  ef  Mis  Sf^sfyU 
Ships  and  Fefeli  emplcytd  en  the  "Coajt-  ^^ortu^Kt^  dated  at  Sea^  /2# 
pi  ef  September  1797. 

My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  the  honcnJir  to  acqiiaiift  y^  of  the  capture  of  L'Aiglo 
Rdk)ch  pnvwecr,  inoDnting  twetW  gum,  and  ftventy-feven  tncn,  aSi- 
inanded  by  LiitiisiModie,  nine  <ttys  from  Kocibelle;  had.  takc^  nothing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.  DliSBY. 

C^fy  9fm  Leherfrm  Oeptnin  Tfkr*te  tie  Earl  St.  Ftntent^  iafedH  heard 
i'u  MajeJ^e  ^dp  VAigk^  ^g^  S^tmier  7,  l ^ty^. 

My  Lord, 
.  I  HAVt'die  honot^rto  Wfbrm  yopr  Loitt(hip,th«c«itti[e  3:c^6f  Jrty 
'ftl^  off  Cape  FmUlene,  tht  Boftott  in  company,  we  captuitd  ff  Fi^nch 

lu^er^ 


lugger  called  the  Hazfrd^  of  e^ht  gUQS  tod  fif^v  men,  beloneing  to 
B^nnc,  and  laft  from  Coruona;  'made  no  du>hires.  Augujl  tne  13th 
ik%  I.  captured  the  Frencl)  Iv^ggir  La  Ijlandie/ eight  gtms^and  eigtic 
fwivels,  and  forty-nine  men,  belonging  to  Nantes;  out  thirteen  days, 
made  no  captures.  On  the  17th  of  the  fame  month,  obfervjng  two 
vefielt  working  into  the  Bay  of  Lax,  I  ordered  the  lugger  to  cut  th^qo  out. 
The  weather  not  proving  £iTOurable,  one  of  thciq,  a  bi%  ladca  wiit^ 
fice^  could  not  be  brought  off.  I  took  the  riceout,  and. burnt  the  Y}e|fi^« 
The  property  was  iSpanlfh,  bound  for  Corumuu 

TYLER. 


Sir,  His  Mt^tfi/f  sup  Mamm^  Rtvir  T^§h  ^^«  I7»  I797« 

I  HAVE  to  acquaint  you  that  I  captured,  on  my  way  to  Lifbon,  on  the 

i5thinftant,  L*£ipiegle,  French  ptivateer  brig,  mounting  fourteen  guns 

and  fixty  men,  from  Rochelie,  commanded  by  Jean  Henry  Knell;  had 

taken  in  the  morning  a  Portuguefe  brig,  from  Lifbon,  bound  to  Oporto, 

which  (he  had  fent  to  6t.  Lucar. -  .  ■  •        j  am,  lee 

H.  DIGBY. 


Cfff  9fa  Letter frm  Admvrtd  the  Earl  St.  Fineent^  K.B.fl 
Efq.  dated  Fitie  Je  Parts,  pffCoMx^  Oihber  J, 


EvmN^^tik^ 


I  am.  Set* 

«T.  VlNCEIi^, 

Sir,  Tkalia^  mt  Sea^  .^eftemier  1 1. 

Yf^TSJiDAY  evening,  b<me  in  latitude  34  deg.  £7  roiflJ  1^.  and  Km* 
etude  39  dcg.  40  min.^i¥.'  r  captured  the  French  national  corvette 
L'Efpoir,  mounting  fixtee^  fix-pounder^  and  having  hioety-fix  men; 
^e  come^  from  Cayenn^  and  was  cruifin|;  wMi  anotbdr  corvett^  wbich 
vas  cdcen  the  20th  ult.  by  an  fingKfii  frinte. . 

^4ir/  St.  f^incent^  Cmmander  in  Pjurf^  Vr.  H.  P AULET^^  • 


JUmir^tj  QS^i^  Npfemier  u. 

iPKT  ^ -f  .f*^f-^^  f^^^  Q^H^if  '^^^  Cmmander  ^f  its  Majejtfs  Ship  the 
Trit9H^  to  Admiral  Lord  Bridpert^  dated  at  Sea^  O^olfer%l» 

My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  xoiniotm  your  Locdfiiip,.  that  I  this  day  chafed 
^^  .€aptiy;edj|  clpiie  in  with  A|rcveni|c,  the  Furet,  French  (chooner  pri- 
vateer, moiidting  four  guiisj  four-poundei;^  but  pierced  for  fourteen, 
liavin^  fif^-three  men  on  board  /  twenty <ithree  davs  out  from  Treguier, 
and  had  only  .taken  the  Denton  Engliih  brig,  laden  with  coals,  which 
Uras 'retaken -Ihe  next  day  by^his  iMUj^'3  (hip  Jafon. 

I  havethe  jioQour  to  be,  &c 

JOHN"  GORJS:/ 


T  4 


(    la    ) 

Admiralty  Office^  Novemhtf  li. 

C$fy  ^a  LeiUr  ffm  Capiain  FauUmfy  Commander  rf  his  Majeflfs  Stif 
jbioMSf  io  Evan  itepcauy  Efq.  dated  Cork  Harb^ur^  November  2. 

Sift 
PLEASE  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiffiofien  of  the  Admiralty,  tfaat 
t  fine  coppeged  ihip  privateer  of  fixteen  guns  axid  one  hundred  and  cidxf 
jiMn>  out  of  JBourdeaux,  is  juft  brou^  in  here,  captured  by  his  Majdty's 
ftips  Drvad  and  Doris ;  (he  is  calledXa  Bnine,  ana  held  our  (hips  a  due 
of  mttf  leaguiis ;  (lie  had,  on  the  1 7th  of  September,  taken  the  Indnftry 
brig,  mm  Jwewfoundland,  bound  to  Liibon,  and  on  the  9th  of  Odober 
the  Commerce  briginfrom  Greenock,  bound  to  Oporto,  in  ballafL 

J  am,  Uq* 

J.  FAULKNOR. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  November  25,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office^  N§v.  t  J. 

ExtraM  •fa  Letter  frMt  rice-admiral  Sir  J^de  Pearhr^  Kki.  Cemmawdir 
in  Chief  ef  Ins  Majtfiy's  Sbifs  and  Fejels  at  Jamaica^  f  Evan  Ntfeth 
^^.  dated  ^^en^  Cape  Nicola  Mele^  OMer%^  1797. 

HIS  Majeftyls  floop  Aibacore  arrived  here  lail  night,  with  a  privateer 
fchooner  of  three  ^uns,  called  the  Naotaife,  oopper-bottooied.  I  have 
the  honour  to  tranimit  herewith  a  return  •f  the  number  of  armed  veftli 
taken  and  deftroyed  iince  my  lafl. 

One  fmall  barge  of  one  gun,  captured  by  his  Majefiy*s  ihtp  Thames. 

One  (choooer  privateer  of  two  guns,  14  muikets,  and  30  men;  three 
ether  final!  boats  fent  in,  and  10  deftroy^  by  the  Drake. 

One  fchooner  privateer  of  one  gun  and  so  men,  captured  andhrou^t 
in  by  the  Aquilon. 

Two  armed  brigs,  captured  and  brought  in  by  the  Rattler. 

La  Trompeufe  French  fchooner  privateer,  of  la  guns  and  78  iscOi 
funk  by  his  Majefty's  brig  Pelican. 

A  Spanifh  packet  of  Hyi  guns,  with  troops  on  board,  captured  by  the 
Diligeace,  in  company  with  the  Renomm6e  and  Hermione. 

A  copper-bottomed  fchooner  privateer,  of  three  guns  and  j6  meni 
captured  and  brought  in  by  the  Aibacore. 

One  row-boat  privateer,  armed  with  fwirels  and  nulketi,  cap- 
tured by  the  Aibacore. 

Admiralty  Office^  N^vemher  t$. 

JLxtraH  of  another  Letter  from  Vice-admiral  Sir  Hyde  Peerker^  Knt.ti 
Evan  'Nepeany  Efq,  dated  the  6th  of  O^cier  1797. 

-  ^^"^ 

Gafcoyi 

his  Maj     ^  ^  ,  ^  ^ ^ 

On  the  17th  of  lafl  month,  Lieutenant  White  had  the  good  fomiucto 
fall  in  with  the  TrompeufcFrench  privateer  brig.  His  Ipirited  coodud 
and  ofKcer-ilke  numagement,  I  am  fure,  will  beasftrongly  imprefledoa 
their  Lordfliips'  minds,  by  his  account  of  the  a£tion,  herewith  endofeiir 
as  it  was  on  mine,  in  giving  him  great  credit  for  both. 

Sir, 


(    »3    ) 

Sir,  Pelican^  Mt  Sea^  Sfptemter  \f^ 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  yon,  that,  at  thirtyi  minutes  pfift  Icvcq 
A.  M.  wc  difcovercd  a  brig  bearing  N.  N.  W.  (Cape  Nicholas  %\  by  W. 
half  W.)  fianding  towards  us,  with  the  larboard  tacks  on  board.  At 
ihe  appeared  to  fa«  a  veiTel  of  force,  I  immediately  made  all  fail  towards 
her,  the  wind  being  eaft.  At  forty-five  minutes  paft  ^^^^*  ^^  having 
fisown  French  colours,  we  opened  our  fire  on  her  in  cromng,  then  wore 
round  her  ftern,  and  kept  up  a  continued  and  welUdire&d  fire'until 
twenty  minutes  after  nine,  when  flie  made  all  fail  from  us  with  the  lai-- 
board  tacks.  Unfortunately  we  coujd  not  immediately  make  all  £iil 
after  her,  as  our  running  rigging  was  much  cut ;  but  as  foon  at  it  was 
repaired,  every  exertion  was  made  to  get  alongfide  of  her  a  fecond  time, 
which  was  efl^ed  at  forty-five  minutes  after  twelve,  when  we  opened 
our  fire  on  her,  which  was  fo  well  dire^ed,  that  at  ten  minutes  paft  one 
file  blew  up  abaft,  and  ilruck  her  colour.  At  fifteen  minutes  after  one 
flie  went  down  by  the  head,  and  was  totally  loft.  Upon  which  we  imme- 
diately hoifted  out  our  boats,  and  fortunately  iaved  the  lives  of  fixty  of 
ber  crew,  by  whom,  we  learn  (lie  was  the  Trompeufe  French  privateer 
brig,  mounting  i%  fix-pounders  and  78  men  on  board ;  Ihe  had  been ont 
eleven  days,  but  had  only  taken  one  prize. 

I  feel  myfelf  greatly  indebted  to  Captain  Perkins,  of  the  Drake,  whom 
I  difcovered  in  more  of  us,  for  ufing  every  exertion  to  work  to  windward^ 
and  cut  her  off  from  Jean  Rebel,  as  foon  as  I  made  the  private  fignal  to 
hkn,  and  that  of  the  chafe  being  an  eneniy* 

Permit  me  to  obferve,  that  great  praiie  it  due  to  Lieutenants  Ward 
and  Ufher,  and  Mr.  M^Cleaverty  the  Mafter,  for  their  zeal,  coodu£t^ 
and  bravery,  as  alfo  to  the  inferior  officers  and  ihip*s  company,  &r  their 
Headinefs,  obedience,  and  courage. 

Endofed  I  have  the  honour  to  fend  you  a  lifl  of  the  killed,  and 
wounded.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS  WHITE. 

Sir  Hydi  Parker,.  JCnt.  Ige. 

A  Ufi  of  killed  and  luounded  on  hoard  bis  Majefiy^s  Shop  Pelicaa^  ihe  ijA 

Ih^efSeftemier  ii^'jn 

>    Killled-— John  Cooke,  marine. 

Wounded-— Thomas  Stockdale,  ordinary  ieaman,  compound  fra£hire. 
Etean  Beckwell,  able  feaman,  wounded  in  the  jaw.  Robert  Hughes, 
ordinaiy  feaman,  wounded  in  the  head.  Daniel  Lucas,  able  feaman^ 
wounded  flightly.    John  Reed,  cockfwain,  contufion  in  the  thigh. 

(Signed)      '      THOMAS  WHITE. 


t  • 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Nov.  aS,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office,  Nov^  l8. 


fiefy  efa  Letter  from  Admiral  Lord  Dnnra^,  Commander  in  Chief  of  bit 
\  Majejiys  Sbits  and  FeffeU  in  the  kortb  Seas^  to  Evan  Ne/ean,  Ef]» 
dated  the  %itb  injlant. 

Sir,  ' 

I  HEREWITH  enclofe,  for  the  information  df  the  Lords  ^ommif- 
fioners  of  the  Admirakyi  a  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  the  i  ith  of 

October 


<  u  ) 

OAoberlaftt  on  board  Toch  of  his  Majefly's  (hips  under  my  comnurod, 
whofe  fituations  after  the  a£tion  prevented  their  returns  being  macle  in 
time  to  be  includefl  in  the  one  before  tranfmitted. 

I  am,  6(c. 

DUNCAN. 

Jitifirfthe  kiUid  and  W6U»M  9n  Uurdfuth  c/hii  U^^fiyU  Ship  nwkr 
m^  C9mmtmdy  vjho  nntn  in  the  A^i§n  if  kbe  luhcf  O^ioier  Qt^  ml 
fir^m  nvhoM  me  Ret&r/i  moMs  made  he/ere. 

Montagu. — 3  feamen  killed ;  %  officers,  |t  feamen,  x  marin^ 
#ODnded. 

Director. — 6  feamen,  i  marine,  wounded. 

Monmouth. — i  officer,  i  feaman,  %  marines,  x  bojr,  fciOed;  i6&a* 
ttien,  2  marines,  4  boys,  wounded* 

Veteran. — 1  officer,  3  feamen,  Iplled ;  ei  fearpen  wounded, 

RttlTell. — 6  officers,  14  feamen,  i  iergeant  of  marines,  3  pritalai 
4iitto,  wounded. 

Adamant. — None  killed  or  wounded* 

Nemes  efOffietrt  killed  emd  weimdedt 

Veteran. — lieutenant  Francis  Fcrrctt,  killed. 

Montagu. — Lieutenant  Ralph  Sneyd  and  Mr*  Janes  FofUfhly,  oud* 
Atpmen,  wounded. 

Riiff:ll. — ^Lieutenant  David  Joknfon ;  Mr.  Thomas  TroagMMV 
ynafier ;  Mr.  George  Taylor,  mailer's  mate ;  Mr.  John  Bfdek*,  haiC* 
fwain ;  Mr.  Thomas  Abbott,  pilot;  Mr.  Thomas Sherrard,  pilot ^  ]o1m 
Howard,  fergeant  of  noarines ;  wonnded. 

Lejl  in  the  Dutch  Prme-fiip  Dtlfi* 

Momnoutfa. — %  marines  drovmed. 
Veteran. — t  feamen  drowned. 
Kuifell. — I  ieaman  drowned. 

(Sfgn9d)»  DUNCiW. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Dec.  e,  1797. 

Cfipy  ef  a  Letter  from  Captain  John  "Drew^  Commmider  ef  Jms  Maj^^^ 
Ship  Cerhentsy  fe  Evan  Nepeem^  Eff.  dated  ^  Ceri^  ihe  %otS  edtime. 

Sir, 
FOR  the  infonruition  of  my  Lords  Comipiffioaers  of  the  Admtraltj, 
I  have  to  acquaint  you,  on  the  12th  inflant,  in  the  lat.  49<deg.  48  mia. 
N.  long.  22  deg.  18  min.  W.  I  captured  the  French  private  (hip  of  wtf 
L'Epervicr,  carrying  16  four-pounders,  pierced  for  so,  and  her 
complement  145  men.  On  the  131^  recaptured  the  Adeiphi,  from  Que- 
bec, bound  to  London,  taken  by  the  above  (hip.  On  the '14th  captured 
Le  Renard,  carrying  18  fix-pounders,  pierced  for  20,  her  complemeat 
]8o  men  ;  both  privateers  are  copper-Dottomed,  fall  very  faft,  and  are 
quite  new.  We  like  wife  chafed  the  Buonap^e,  carrying  32  guns  and 
S50  men,  but  carrying  away  all  our  (leering4ails  and  onain  top-gallant 
mafl,  it  enabled  her  to  get  off,  after  doing  her  confiderable  dam^  with 
the  bow-chafe  guns,  and  I  have  every  reafon  to  believe  die  is  returned  to 
France,  from  her  havbg  thrown  every  thing  ovci^XMird. 

J.  DREW. 
%  Froov, 


<    »5    ) 

From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Dec  5,  1797; 

AdmiraUy  Qfficij  Dec.  5* 
,Mv  Lord,  Aurora^  Nfv,  x797« 

I  ItAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  jron.  that  I  capturetl  on  the  28th  of 
flober,  a  French  Ihip  nattied  L'Aunable  Sophie,  in  ballaft,  and  fent 
X  to  Lifbon.  On  the  19th  I  tooik,  off  Cape  Ortegal,  three  Spanift 
abbt,  which,  from  their  condition,  I  did  not  think  proper  to  rilk  my 
ople  on  board ;  I  therefore  funk  one,  made  a  cartel  of  another,  and 
in  At  third  conditionally  to  Corunna. 

On  the  1 6th  I  captured  two  Spanilh  brigs,  loaded  with  hemp,  arms^ 
d  iron,  names  unuiown  ;  their  crews  had  left  them  before  my  bowta 
id  jtot  on  board.  On  the  i8th  one  of  them  was  fo  nniit  to  e^ual  tte 
Hitner,  that  I  took  my  people  out  and  funk  her ;  at  this  time  loft 
rht  of  the  other,  which  1  had  ordered  to  make  for  liibon  in  cafe  of 
{^ration. 

After  a  chafe  of  nine  hours,  I  captured  yefterday,  about  fix  leagues 
om  Cape  Roxient,  L'Aventure  French  privateer  fchooner,  nineteea 
grs  from  Rochelle,  mounting  eig^t  four-pounderi  and  43  men,  comm- 
anded by  Auguitin  Vildieu. 

1  have  die  honour  to  be,  &c* 
E-MrlSt.  HttcM,  tffc.  R  DIGBY. 

From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Dee.  9,  1797. 

AJmiraity  Ofice^  Dec*  9. 

1}^  #f «  LHHr  from  the  Earl  of  Si.  Vinant^  CemmamUr  in  Chief  rf  If  is 
Mkjeftys  Ships  and  Vtjfeh  on  the  Coaft  of  Portugal^  to  Ewm  VefeaHf 
EJ^.  aoied  on  hard  the  Filk  dt  Paris^  m  the  fagus^  Nov.  ift . 

Sir, 
I  ENCLOSE  a  li(l  of  the  captures  made  by  Captain  Retalick,  in  hit 
laj^fty^s  {loop  La  Bonne  Citoyeone,  during  her  cruife  in  the  Mediter^ 
mean  the  lail  fununer.  > 

I  am,  &C.  f    St.  VfMCENT. 

* 

ix  Pleuvier  French  privateer,  of  nine  ^nf  and  4^  n^en,  eight  days 
loin  Carthagena,  having  taken  nothitig ;  fent  to  Algiers  :  captured 
etween  Carthagena  and  Gran*  Le  Canarde  French  privateer,  of  10 
u'ns  a'Ad  64  men,  from  Marfeilles,  out  three  months  ;  capture)!  one 
ruffian,  one  Ruffian,  and  one  veiTel  under  Turkifli  colours :  fent.  to 
Talta.  Tivb  Spaniih  brigs  in  ballaft,  from  Catalonia  to  Triefte,  with 
•900  dollars.  Jengin  del  Rofario,  SpanilU  tartan,  from  Barcelona  to 
iuiorca,  with  20  recruits ;  the  wind  being  to  the  fouthward,  and  fcarce 
f  ^at^r.  Tent  all  the  prifdners  on  board  of  her*  With  eight  other  ^pa« 
iifli  merchantmen  of  fmail  value. 

S^  «f  «  iHitr  from  Captain  Stirling^  Commamdir  $f  his  Majijl/s  Ship 
yofon^  to  EwmNepean^  Efq,  daud  Faiimmthf  Dec.  {, 

Sir, 
ON  the  21  (I  ult.  off  Belleiile,  his  Majefty^a  iUp  under  ray  command 
odk  La  ikarie,  a  French  pKvateer  brig,  carrying  14  guns  and  60  men. 

I  have,  &c.  CHA.  STIRUNO. . 

Off 


(    »6    ) 

Ctff  of  a  Letter  from  tie  Right  lion.  Lord  BriJport^  JT.  t.  to  Evan 

Nffean^  Efq.  dated  the  ^tb  of  Dec. 
Sir, 
YOU  will  herewith  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Whiter  of 
hb  Majefty's  brig  Sylph,   which  i  tracifioit  for  their  Lordihips*  ia- 
fonnatioQ*  I  have.  Sec 

BRIDPORT. 

My  Lord,  ^ylph^  CamjfaudBd^^  Dec.%. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that  we  failed  ffom  this  u« 
chorage  on  the  19th  ult.  in  order  to  r^oin  the  fquadron  under  Captaua 
Keats,  but  owing  to  thick  and  blowing  weather,  I  was  not  able  to  nil  in 
with  hina  before  he  ouitted  the  rendezvous.  1  have  further  to  acquaiot 
your  Lordfliip,  that  ubce  the  above  period  we  have  made  the  foDowiog 
recaptures  (between  Belleiile  and  Rochfort),  and  with  the  laft  of  them 
we  arrived  here  this  morning. 

On  the  ftift  of  Nov.  A£tive  fchooner,  from  Newfoundland  bound  to 
Teignmouth,  laden  with  filh  and  oil;  (he  was  captured  on  the  x 4th  of 
Nov.  by  La  Conftance  brig  privateer  of  Nantes.  On  the  sstd  of  Nov.  a 
Fruffian  galliote,  from  Am&rdam  to  Lifbon,  laden  with  wheat,  captured 
by  Le  Buonaparte  fiiip  privateer  of  Bourdeaux,  on  fufpicion  of  the  cargo 
being  Portuguefe  property ;  this  veflel  being  very  leaky,  and  her  car|p 
much  damaged,  I  futtered  her  to  proceed  (after  taking  out  the  Frem^ 
men)  to  her  original  deflination.  On  the  %^d  of  Nov.  the  brig  Dtana, 
from  New  Providence  bound  to  London,  laden  with  cotton,  fugar,  and 
coffee,  captured  on  the  12th  of  Nov.  by  the  Felix  cutter  privateer  of 
14  gnns,  belonging  to  Nantes  ;  befides  the  Diana,  ihe  had  taken  three 
Engliih  veiTels  from  Newfoundland,  and  two  Americans  outward  bound. 
On  the  39th  of  Nov.  the  fliip  Henniker,  from  London  bound  to  Mar- 
f  inique,  laden  with  proviiions  on  account  of  Government^  was  under 
convoy  of  the  Trent  and  Amphitrite,  and  captured  in  lat.  42  dt^.  27 
miu.  nonh,  and  long.  2  x  deg.  $0  min.  weft,  by  Le  Fran9ois  Ihip  priva- 
teer of  Nantes,  on  the  23d  of  November, 

The  prifoners  takqp  in  the  Diana  inform  me,  that  the  Le  Felix  (the 
privateer  to  which  they  belonged)  was  upfet  on  the  night  of  the  i6th  of 
November,  in  a  fudden  and  violent  gull  of  wind,  and  though  not  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  her  prize,  not  one  of  her  crew  was  faved,  which 
confided  of  115  men,  exclufive  of  whom,  I  am  forry  to  add,  periflicd 
%%  Britifli  and  American  feamen,  belonging  to  the  velFels  this  privateer 
bad  captured.  lam,  my  Lord,  &c. 

J.  WHITE. 

Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  tl^  Karl  of  St.  Vincent^  K.  B*  Commander 
in  Chief  of  bis  Majeft/s  Ships  and  FeJfeU  in  the  River  Tagui^  to  EwM 
Vepean^  JEfq.  dated  the  2%tb  of  Nov, 

I  ENCLOSE,  for  the  informatiori  of  the  Lords  Commiffionen  of  the 
Admiralty,  a  letter  from  Captain  Wedcott,  commander  of  his  Majeft/s 
ihip  Majeftic,  acquainting  Rear-admiral  Sir  John  Orde  with  his  having, 
on  the  14th  inft.  captured  the  SpaniHi  corvette  Bolador,  of  16  guns  and 
74  men. 

Alfo  a  letter  from  Captain  Hotham,  of  his  Majefty's  fliip  Blanche,  \o 
Captain  Tyler,  commander  of  L* Aigle,  giving  an  account  of  his  taking 


(    17    ) 

Le  Cotlreur  French  privateer  of  14  guDS  and  90  men,  the  20th  of  this 
month. 

Sir^  Majeftic^  off  Cape  St,  Fincent^  Nov.  15, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  chaling  from  the  fquadron 
tinder  your  command,  yeilerday,  I  captured  the  Bolador,  a  Spanifii 
corvette  of  16  guns  and  74  men,  fchooner  rigged,  commanded  by  Don 
Antnnio  Rodriguez.  He  had  been  feverity  four  days  on  his  paiTage  from 
the  Caraccos,  and  charged  with  difpatchcs,  which  he  had  tiirown  over- 
board during  the  chai'e. 

i  have,  &c.  J.  B.  WESTCOTT. 

Sir,  Blanche  at  Sea y  Nov,  ^i. 

THE  ofEcer  who  will  have  the  honour  of  delivering  this,  is  fent  in 
with  Le  Coureur  French  privateer  brig,  of  14  guns  and  90  men,  taken 
\sq  his  Maje(ly*s  fliip  under  my  command,  in  the  night  of  the  20th  inil. 
after  a  ch«ife  of  three  hours.  I  have,  &c. 

H.  HOTHAM. 


t^rom  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Dec.  16,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office^  Dec.  16. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear- admiral  Har*ve}\  Commander  in  Chief  of  hh 
Majejly*s  Ships  andVeffch  at  the  Lee'ward  IJIands^  to  Evan  Nepean^  Efq. 
dated  on  hoard  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  Fort  Royal  Bay^  Martinique^  tin 
ybofOdobtr. 

Sir, 
BE  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  Lordfhips,  that  his  Majefty's  floop  Bit- 
tern, commanded  by  Lieutenant  Edward  Kitti^e,  fell  in  with,  the  13th 
ult.  off  Tortola,  and  captured  the  French  fnip  privateer  L*Agr6able, 
'  of  18  guns,  nine,  and  fix  pounders,  and  115  men,  which  had  left  Gua- 
daloupe  two  days  before,  and  taken  nothing ;  had  been  jufl;  fitted  out, 
is  a  fall  iailer,  and  coppered. 

The  capture  of  this  veflel,  under  heriirft  equipment,  is  of  much  con- 
fequence;  and  the  very  fpirited  manner  in  which  (be  was  attacked  and 
captured  in  the  night  (although  without  refiftance)  does  great  credit  to 
the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Kittoe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

HENRY  HARVEY. 

Copy  of  another  Letter  from  Rrar-admiral  Harvey  to  Evan  Nrpean^  Efq, 

dated  the  ^th  ofOSioher, 
Sir, 
"  I  AM  to  acquaint  you  for  the  information  of  their  Lordfhips,  'that 
his  Majefty's  (hip  Lapwing,  on  the  ill  of  Auguft,  being  to  the  north- 
ward of  Tortola,  in  lat.  22  deg.  20  min.  captured  the  Le  Kegulus  French 
privateer  (loop,  belonging  to  Porto  Rico,  of.  four  guns  and  26  menp 
which  Captain  Barton  fent  to  St.  Chriftopher  j  ihe  had  been  out  fifteea 
^ii.y%^  and  had  captured  an  American  brig. 

1  have,  &c.  HENRY  HARVEY. 


»    Vol.  VII.  C  C«^> 
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Cofy  of  another  Leiier  from  Rear-admiral  Harvey  to  En^an  Nefean:^  E/q. 

dated  the  yb  of  Oitoher. 

Sir, 
BE  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  Lordfliips,  that  his  Majefly's  .{hip 
Scourge  ca|>tured,  the  28th  ult.  off  Mariagalante,  La  Sarazlae  FreDcn 
fchooner  privateeri  belonging  to  Guadaloupe,  uf  (ix  guns  and  58  mea^ 
which  Captain  Warren  fent  to  this  ifland.  She  had  been  out  ten  dajs, 
but  had  taken  nothing. 

I  have,  &c.  Zlc.  HENRY  HARVEY< 

C$fy  of  another  Letter  from  Rear-admiral  Harvey  to  Evan.  Nepean,  JEJqm 

dated  the  ^tb  of  OBoher. 
Sir, 
BE  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  Lord(hips,  that  his  Majefly's  (hip  Tamer 
(Captain  Martin)  has  captured  and  fent  to  Barbadoes  three  French  pri* 
vateers  belonging  to  Guadaloupe,  the  force  of  which,  with  their  nainct, 
and  the  dates  of  their  capture,  are  as  follow : — 4th  Aug.  1 797,  Le  Poat 
d'Arcole,  cutter,  four  guns  and  48  men,  off  Mariagalante.  8tb  ditto,  Le 
Renard,  cutter,  zo  guns  and  71  men,  off  Martinique,  loth  ditto, 
L'Utile,  ihip,  of  14  guns  and  13  j  men,  off  Barbadoes. 

They  had  been  out  a  very  Ihort  time,  and  the  two  former  had  not 
taken  any  thing;  but  the  latter  had  captured  one  Englifli  and  two  Ame- 
rican veffels, 

I  have  the  honour,  &c.  HENRY  HARVEY* 

Cofy  of  another  Letter  from  Pear-admiral  JIarvey  to  Evan  Nefean^  Efq* 

dated  the  ^th  ofOSober. 
Sir, 
ENCLOSED  is  an  account  of  captures  and  recaptures  made  by  the 
(hips  of  his  Majtfly's  fquadron  under  my  command,  as  againfl  their  re- 
fpc£live  names  exprefled,  between  the  ajth  July  1797,  and  the  date  hereof; 
alfo  an  account  of  veffels  detained  under  neutral  colours,  and  libelled  in 
the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  caufes  dated  in  the  faid  account  during 
that  period.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

HENRY  HARVEY. 

An  Account  of  Merchant  Ships  and  Veffels  captured  and  recaptured  % 
likewifefuch  as  have  heen  detained  under  neutral  Colours  ly  his  Majefty*s 
Ships  and  Vejfcls  (refpeSlively  exprejjed  againfi  their  Names)  under  the 
Command  of  Henry  Harvey ^  Efq»  Rear-admiral  of  the  Red^  and  Com" 
tnander  in  Chief  (sfct^c.  at  the  Leeward  I/lands^  hetnveen  the  ±^th 
July  and  the  ^th  OSloher  1 797. 

Brig  Deciiion,  of  aoo  tons  and  eight  men,  from  Cape  Fn^n^oift  to 
Porto  Rico,  in  ballad,  belonging  to  Cape  Francois  ;  recaptured  by  the 
Babet. 

Brig  Schylkill,  of  xoo  tons  and  eight  men,  from  New  York  to  Porto 
Rico,  laden  with  flour,  belonging  to  Philadelphia  :  taken  by  the  Babet; 
detained  ;  fuppofed  to  be  Spanifh  property. 

Barque  iEotus,  of  t8o  tons  and  10  men,  from  Marfeilks  to  St. 
Thomas,  laden  with  wines,  belonging  to  Copenhagen :   taken  by  the 

ibet ;  detained,  cargo  French  prooerty. 

Brig  Experiment,  of  400  ton»  ana  tt  men,  from  Guadaloupe  to  St. 


.    Tl 
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TiiMiiMy  laden  widi  ftaves.ind  ballaft>  bdonging  to  Guadaloupe:  de« 
tained,  cargo  being  French  property. 

Brig  Mary,  of  ic8  tons  and  i6  men,  from  Wilmington  to  Marti- 
nique, laden  with  lumber,  belonging  to  Philadelphia :  recaptured  by 
the  Invincible. 

Sloop  Telegraph,  from  Bermuda  to  Martinique,  laden  with  pitchy 
tar,  &c.  belonging  to  Bermudas :  recaptured  by  the  Bittern. 

Ship  Lyon,  of  i88  tons  and  1 1  men,  from  Bourdeaux  to  St.  Thonnas, 
laden  with  plantation  (lores,  belonging  to  Bofton :  taken  by  the  Bittern ; 
detained,  irregular  papers  and  contraband  goods. 

Sloop  Mar}',  of  104  tons  and  10  men,  ^om  St.  Thomas  to  Surinam» 
laden  with  cafh  and  dry  goods,  belonging  to  St.  Thomas :  taken  by  the 
Matilda  ;  detained,  falfe  invoice,  crew  confifting  of  enemy. 

Ship  Rofe,  of  350  tons,  from  St.  Vincent  to  St.  Pierre,  laden  with 
wine  and  dry  goods,  belonging  to  London  {  recaptured  by  the  Ven- 
geance. 

Schooner  Blazing  Star,  of  90  tons  and  fix  men,  from  Cura9oa  to  St. 
Thomas,  laden  with  indj^o,  coffee,  &c.  belonging  to  New  York :  taken 
by  the  L'Aimable ;  detamed,  fuppofed  enemy's  property. 

Ship  Mary,  no  tons,  10  guns  and  17  men,  from  Demarara  to  Li* 
verpool,  laden  with  coffee,  fugar,  &c.  belonging  to  Liverpool :  recap« 
tured  by  L'Aimable. 

Brig  Abbey,  of  230  tons,  10  guns  and  13  men,  from  Demarara  to 
Liverpool,  laden  with  coffee,  fugar,  &c.  belonging  to  Liverpool :  re- 
captured by  the  L'Aimable. 

Ketch  John,  of  258  tons  and  16  men,  from  the  Ifle  of  France  to  Sa« 
lem,  laden  with  indigo,  co£fee,  fugar,  &c.  belonging  to  Salem  t  recap* 
tured  by  the  L'Aimable. 

(Signed)  HENRY  HARVEY. 

Copy  of  anotbtr  Letter  from  Rear-admiral  Harvey  to  Evan  Nefean^  Efa. 

dated  the  5M  ofO&^hfTf 
Sir, 
THE  AlexandHtle  fchooner,  of  fix  guns  and  40  men,  tender  to  hig 
Majefty's  (hip  Prince  of  Wales,  having  failed  from  hence,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  William  Wood  Senhoufe,  in  quell  of  fome  pri* 
vateers  that  were  faid  to  be  off  this  ifland,    fell  in  with,  the  1 5th  of 
Auguft  lafl.  La  Cocq  French  privateer,  of  fix  guns  and  34  men.    After 
an  adion  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour  (lie  flruck,  having  two  men  killed 
and  five  wounded.     The  fame  evening  the  Alexandrine  attacked  another 
fchooner  of  greater  force,  which,  after  a  running  a6li6n  of  fome  time, 
efcaped  by  the  darknefs  of  the  night.    The  condudl  of  Lieutenant  Sen- 
houfe,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Alexandrine,  on  this  occaiion,  wat 
highly  fpirited  and  meritorious. 
^  In  have  the  honour,  &c.  &c.  HENRY  HARVEY, 

Cofj^  of  another  Letter  from  Rear-^mirai  Harvey  to  Evan  Nefean^  Ef^* 

dated  the  %zd  ef  O^ober, 
Sir, 
I  ENCLOSE  )rou  for  the  information  of  their  Lordfiiips,  copy  of  a 
ktter  I  have  received  from  Lieutenant  William  Wood  Senhoufe,    of 
his  Majefty's  (hip  Prince  of  Walesy  commanding  the  Alexandrine  arinc4 
tender. 

C%  Tbi* 


(     %0)^ 

The  rtrj  galladt  and  fpirited  conduA  of  Mr.  Senhoufei  by  the  cap*  ' 
ture  of  a  privateer  fo  fuperior  i^  forcti  togeiher  with  hW  forcner  fervkes 
on'  a  (iniilar  occafton,  willy  I  am  perfuaded,  recomcnend  hkn  to  theic 
Lordlhips'  particular  favour. 

The  Alexandrine's  force  was  fix  guns  and  38  men,  that  of  the  Frencli 
privateer  eight  guns  and  74  meot  I  have,  Ucp 

HiiNRY  HARVfiY. 

Sir,  Alexandrine^  Fert  R^j-al,  Marthtiqntj  OB%  8. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  after  deliverin[j  yourdif* 
patches  to  the  governor  of  Demarary,  and  Captain  Manwanng  of  the 
JBabet,  on  the  firft  inOant,  we  immediately,  in  purfuaoce  of  your  or- ' 
ders,  made  fail  for  Barbadoes,  and  at  daylight  on  the  4th,  that  iflarui  then 
bearing  weft  five  or  fix  leagues,  we  obferved  a  fchooncr  on  our  quarter, 
making  fail  after  an  American  brig  to  leeward;  we  continued  our  courfct 
but  file  difcovering  us  to  be  an  armed  veflel,  hauled  her  wind  to  the 
northward,  as  we  did  in  chafe  of  her  ;  and  at  nine  A*  M.  brought  her 
to  a  cloie  aflion  of  fifty  minutes,  when  flie  firuck,  proving  to  be  L'£r» 
picharis  French  privateer,  mounting  eight  carriage  guns,  and  having  01^ 
'  board  74  men,  belonging  to  Guadaloupe. 

It  ii  with  regret  I  add,  that  this  was  not  accompliflied  without  the 
lofs  of  an  excelfent  feaman,  and  four  others  wounded*  one  I  fear  mor- 
tally* The  lofs  of  the  enemy  I  have  reafon  to  think  was  great,  as  oa 
our  taking  poCeflion  of  her  four  men  were  found  lying  dead  on  her 
deck,  and  twelve  feverely  woimded. 

The  mufter-roll  of  the  privateer  being  \o%  and  the  Captain's  ac» 
count  not  agreeing  with  the  number  found,  I  have  mentioned  74,  as  thQ 
number  aSually  counted  by  us  when  (he  ilruck.  > 

1  have,  ace.  W.  W.  SENHOUSE. 

Rear'admiral  Harvey^  ISc*  Leevjard  IJlands. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Dec.  19,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office ^  Dec,  19. 

Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  P^ice^admiral  Kingsmilly  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majejly^s  Ships  and  Veffels  on  the  Coafi  of  Ireland^  to  Evan  Ne^an^ 
£fj,  dated  on  hoard  the  Penguin^  at  Cork,  the  nth  of  December, 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  the  fatisfaftion  to  enclofe,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords 
Coxnmiilionerb  of  the  Admiralty,  a  letter  to  me  from  Captain  Faulknor, 
of  his  Majeily's  iliip  Diana,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  captured  a 
faft-iailing  French  corvette,  La  Mouche,  of  18  guns  and  12a  men,  fitted 
out  from  La  Rochelie  as  a  privateer,  with  which  the  Diana  arrived  herq 
ycflcrday*  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  KlNGSMILL. 

Sir,  Diana^  at  Sea^   Dec*  8. 

I  HAVE  the  plcafure  of  acquainting  you,  that  on  the  5th  inftant,  be- 
ing in  lat.  CO  dcg.  17  min.  long.  21  deg,  f  fell  in  with,  and  CRDturedy 
a  chale  of  four  hours,  La  Mouche,  a  national  corvette,  fitted  in 
rcfpc£t  for  a  fix  weeks  cruife  by  the  merchants  at  Rochelie ;  had 


(    a»     ) 

been  Aom  that  place  ffftoen  days,  without  making  any  Englifli  captures; 
ftic  fcnt  in,  five  days  prior  to  my  falling  in  with  her,  an  American, 
from  the  Ifle  of  France  bound  to  Bourcjeaux,  which  ihe  detained  oa 
fufpicion,  having  no  French  pafs  on  board. 

La  "Moiiche  is  a  ihip  of  confiderable  force,  having  eleven  ports  of  a 
fide,  but  only  i6  twelve-pounders  on  board  when  1  fell  in  with  her; 
fix  of  which  were  thrown  overboard  during  the  chafe.  The  Captain  of 
her  informs  me  (lie  had  a  thorough  repair  and  was  new  coppered  in 
September  laft. 

That  (he  (ails  remarkably  faft  there  is  no  doubt  o^  as,  had  it  not  been 
for  her  carrying  away  her  fore-topma(l  during  the  chafe,  the  deter- 
mined way  in  which  (lie  continued  on  after  that,  notwith(ianding  the 
Diana^  fliot  going  over  her,  gave  me  reafon  to  fear,  from  the  evcning*s 
coming  on  very  thick  and  fog^^y,  1  might  have  loft  her.  She  has  run  moft 
pf  the  war  with  great  fuccefs  in  annoying  our  trade,  which  makes  the 
capture  of  a  (hip  of  her  dcfcription  add  confiderably  to  the  pleafure  o(^ 

Sir,  your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 

JONATHAN  FAULKNOR, 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Dec.  23,  1797, 

Admiralty  Office^  Dec*  23. 

(Sofy  of  n  Letter  from  Captain  Cunningham  ^  Commander  of  fns  Majefly*i 
Ship  Clyde ^  to  Evan  Nepean^   Efq,  dated  at  Sea ^  Dec,  13. 

Sir, 
I  BEG  you  will  pleafe  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commiffioncrs  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  I  this  day  captured  the  French  privateer  brig  Succefs^ 
from  Bayouqe,  out  fifteen  days,   having  captured  only  one  Americaa 
ve(rel.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

CHARLES  CUNNINGHAM. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Dec.  26,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office^  Dec.  23. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Cunningham^  of  his  Majefiy^s  Ship  Clyde ^  to 
Evan  Nepean^  Efq,  dated  Caihjand  Bay ^  the  2ifi  of  December^ 

Sir, 
I  BEG  you  will  pleafe  to  acquaint  tlie  Lords  Commi(noner9  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  on  the  1 5th  in(lant,  in  lat.  44  deg.  40  min.  long.  4  deg. 
I  fell  in  with  and  captured  La  Dorade,  a  (liip  privateer  from  BourdeauX| 
coppier  iheathed,  pierced  for  18  guns,  having  is  guns  and  93  jiien  ori 
board.  She  had  been  out  ^hy  days,  cruifing  off  the  Azores  and  Ma<- 
deiia,  without  having  made  any  capture,  and  was  returning  to-  her 
poit.  '  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

^  CHARLES  CUNNINGHAM* 


Cap^ 


(  «»  ) 

C9fj  tfa  Letter  from  Captain  Cunningham^  tfhh  Maj}fly*s  Skip  Cljde^'  f0 
Enfan  Nepean^  E/q.  dated  in  Cnw/ond  Bay^  toe  %\fi  infiant. 

Sir, 
IT  is  with  peculiar  concern  I  relate  the  unhappy  cttaftrophe  of  La 
Dorade,  captured  by  his  Majcfty's  fliip  under  niy  command. 

Having  put  her  under  the  care  of  a  }'oung  man,  who  had  been  mafter 
of  the  Clyde  more  than  twelve  months,  and  of  whofe  abilities  I  felt  my- 
felf  confident,  I  cannot  but  regret  that,  probably  from  an  emulation  of 
exhibiting  the  capabilities  of  the  prize,  and  his  own  condudt,  in  an  advan* 
tageous  point  of  view,  he  was  induced  to  carry  too  great  a  prefs  of  fail 
upon  her ;  the  melancholy  confequeiice  of  which  was,  that  (he  upfct, 
and  himfelf,  with  a  midflupman  and  feventeen  fcamcn,  were  drowned. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CHARLES  CUNNINGHAM. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Dec.  30,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office,^  Dec,  36. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Robert  Bario-iu^  Commander  of  his  Majeffs 
Ship  Pheehe^  td  E*  Nepean^  Efq,  dated  in  Cauofand  Bay^  the  %hth  injt. 

Sir, 

BE  pleafed  to  inform  their  Lorddiips,  that  on  the  £i(l  inflant,  at  tea 
A.  M.  being  with  his  Majelly's  Aiip  under  my  command  in  lat*  48  ^tg. 
30  min.  north,  long.  10  deg.  weft,  we  difcovercd  one  of  the  enemy's 
frigatei,  which  about  nine  o'clock  the  fame  evening  we  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  come  up  with  aiid  capture,  after  an  action  which  lafted  upwards 
of  two  hours. 

To  account  to  their  Lordfhips  for  its  continuing  fo  long,  it  will  be  nc*? 
ceflary  to  trouble  them  with  fome  detail. 

The  difference  in  point  of  failing  between  the  two  (hips  being  very  in- 
confiderable,  (he  damaged  our  malts,  fails,  and  rigging  very  much  with 
her  ftern-chnfe  guns,  and  at  the  moment  when  we  were  nearly  in  a  fitua- 
tion  to  commence  our  attack,  (lie  put  in  ftays,  the  Phoebe  being  at  this 
time  under  a  crowd  of  fail ;  and  as,  from  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  the 
enemy's  difpo(ition  for  tacking  could  not  be  difcovered,  a  few  minutes 
aeccffarily  elapfed  before  we  could  tack  to  follow  her,  after  exchanging 
broadfides  on  pnfling.  This  manoeuvre  increafed  our  diftance,  and  fub- 
je6ted  us  a  fecond  time  to  the  fire  of  her  ilern-chafe,  with  which  they 
were  but  too  luccefsful  in  cutting  up  our  fails  and  rigging.  At  lengthy 
about  ten  o'clock,  we  got  fairly  alon^lide  of  her,  when,  after  a  hand- 
fome  ;efi fiance  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  (lie  (truck. 

She  proves  to  be  La  Ntrcide,  of  36  guns,  viz.  26  twelve-pounders  on 
her  main  deck,  eight  lix-pounders  and  two  thirty-two-poundercarronades 
on  the  quarter-deck,  manned  with  330  men,  commanded  by  Captain 
Canon  ;  failed  from  Rochfort  fifteen  days  before,  and  vi£tualled  fov 
four  months. 

Jt  is  with  the  higheft  fatisfa<5lion  I  have  to  report  th«  degree  of  ardour 
and  zeal  manifefted  by  my  officers  and  fliip's  company  on  this  bccafiooi 
which,  in  my  judgment,  could  not  be  exceeded, 

Fn^m  my  fir(t  Lieutenant,  Halliday,  I  experienced  all  the  fupport 
whieh  I  with  confidence  expev^ed  from  fo  g?»llaut  and  (kilful  an  ofticer, 

^  whklij 


\?hicb|  imidA  th^  difficulties  to  be  contended  with  in  a  night  a^^ion^  was 
an  incaiqulable  advantage  2  and  the  Lieutenants  Holland  and  Vaillant, 
Lieutenant  Stewart  of  the  nnarines,  and  Mr.  Cole,  the  mafler,  were  ao 
lefs  a£tive  and  diilinguifbed  at  their  feveral  ilations. 

Oor  lofs,  in  killed  and  wounded,  is  i<  feaman,  a  marines,  killed ;  $ 
feamen,  c  marines,  wounded ;  that  of  the  eneniy  amounts  to  20  men 
killed  and  cc  men  wounded*  I  am,'  Sir,  &c. 

ROB.  BARLOW. 

Mmiralty  Office^  Dec,  30. 

Copy  of  a  L.€tter  from  the  Earl  St,  Ftncentf  K,  B.  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majejly*i  Ships  andVcJfels  on  tlje  Coaft  of  Portugal^  to  E*van  Nepeam^ 
Efq,  dated  on  board  the  faille  de  Paris^  tn  the  Tagus^  the  ^th  of  Dec, 

Sir, 
1  ENCLOSE,  for  the  information  of  the  Lord^  Commiflioncrs  of  the 
Admiralty,  a  letter  from  Captain  Sotheron,  of  his  Mnjefty's  ftiip  the 
Latona,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  taken  two  French  privateers, 
L'Aigle  and  L'Intrepide.  I  am,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

ST.  VINCENT, 

My  Lordf  Latona^  in  the  Tagus^  Dec.  7. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfliip,  that  his  Majeiiy's 
fliip  Latona,  under  my  command,  captured  on  the  29th  ult.  in  lat.  39 
deg.  24  min,  N.  long.  16  deg.  W.  Lifbon  bearing  E.  by  S.  diftant  107 
leagues,  L'Aigle,  a  French  privateer  Ichooner  belonging  to  Bourdeaux, 
pierced  for  14,  mounting  12  fmall  carriage  guns,  with  62  men,  com- 
manded by  Fran.  Harimendy.  She  failed  from  Le  PaiTaye,  near  Bay- 
onne,  on  the  6th  of  lad  month  ;  had  not  taken  any  thing. 

I  have  alfo  the  pleafure  to  inform  your  Lordfliip,  the  Latona  captured 
on  the  3d  inflant,  in  lat.  39]deg.  45  min.  N.  long.  1 1  deg.  33  min.  W. , 
Liibon  bearing  E.  S.  E.  diftant  40  leagues,  L'Intrepide,  a  French 
corvette  brig,  ntted  out  from  Nantes  as  a  privateer,  pierced  for  iS  guns, 
carried  12  iix-pounders,  two  eighteen-pound  carronades,  and  one  long 
brafs  twelve-pound  gun.  She  threw  all  of  them  overboard  during  the 
chafe,  except  the  brafs  gun,  and  one  fix-pounder,  which  fl)e  kept  as 
flcm  chafers,  and  fired  without  effeft  until  wc  gpt  nearly  alongfidc  of 
her.  She  had  83  men  on  board,'  was  commandca  by^Monf.  Jean  Cao- 
deau  ;  and  had  taken  only  a  galliot,  a  Bremener,  from  Faro,  bound  to 
Liverpool,  laden  with  fruit. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  &c. 
The  Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  Admiral  F.  SOTHERON. 

of  the  Blucy  lsfc» 

From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,   Jan.  2,  1798. 
Parliament'Jtreetf  Jan,  %. 

A  LETTER,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extraft,  has  been  received 
from  Peter  Lc  Mcfurier,  Efa.  Governor  of  the  iflaiid  of-Alderney,  by 
the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  one  of  his  Majefty^s  principal  Secre- 
taries of  State,  dated  Aldemey,  the  25th  of  Dec.  1797, 

^^  1  have  the  honour  of  informing  you,  that  yefterday  afternoon,  at  three 
o^dockf  a  French  cutter  privateer  had  the  boldnefs  to  chafe  the  Ann 


\ 
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cnttd'of  Haftings  clofe  under  one  of  our  batteries,  which  flic  wa«  Joft  cm 
the  point  ot  boarding  with  her  boat,  whea  the  battery  opened,  tod 
ol^i^d  the  French  to  fhecr  off. 

"  Having  obferved  that  the  Englifh  veiTel  outfailed  the  eoeioy  while 
there  was  a  bretze,  and  that  the  privateer  was  not  of  great  force,  I 
judged  it  probable  that  (lie  might  be  captured  by  the  troops  of  the  gar- 
rifon,  and  therefore  ordered  a  detachment,  with  an  oflicer,  to  embark  in 
the  fame  vetfel  that  had  been  chafed,  and  in  another  that  fortunately 
happened  to  be  in  the  road,  having  previoufly  offered  fome  gratuity  to 
the  owners ;  and  in  a  few  hours  I  learned,  with  much  fitisfa^ion,  that 
the  privateer  was  brought  into  our  harbour. 

*'  She  proves  to  be  the  Epervier,  Captain  Pierce,  with  24  men,  mount- 
ing three  gun?,  two  fwiveis,  atid  fmall  arms,  beJonging  to  Dunkirk,  but 
fitted  out  troiii  Cherburgh,  on  a  fortnight's  cruife  from  the  17th  in- 
fant;  had,  on  the  aid,  taken  the  brig  Ann,  Le  Hiirel,  mafler,  from 
Gafp6  to  Jerfcy,  with  fifli ;  and  yefterday  morning  a  fmall  vcflel, 
bound  from  hence  to  England,  both  which  captures  had  been  notii/ed 
from  this  ifland. 

^  I  cannot  too  much  praife  the  readinefs  and  alacrity  fliown  by  Major 
Gordon,  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  garrifon,  in  the  execution  of  my 
orders  on  this  occafion  ;  for  the  day  was  fb  far  fpent,  that  one  quarter 
of  an  hour's  delay  might  have  fruflrated  all  our  exertions;  but  I  am  in 
duty  bound^to  tcftify  my  particular  obligations  to  Town-major  Huinell^ 
who  folicited  to  be  employed,  and  inflantaneoufly  embarking,  effe^ed 
the  capture  without  any  lofs. 

"  I  am  further  happy  in  reporting,  that  our  battery  was  well  ferved,  as 
out  of  three  fliot  fired  within  reach,  one  palTed  through  the  enenoy't 
iails,  and  another  killed  a  man  on  board/' 

Admiralty  Office^  Jan,  2. 

Sxtra^  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Edvjard  Griffith ^  Commander  of  bis 
Majejly^s  Ship  Niger^  to  Evan  Nepean^  E/j.  dated  at  Sfithead  the 
%tith  ultimo, 

YESTERDAY,  the  Start  t'oint  bearing  north  about  feven  leagtics,  I 
captured,  after  a  few  hours  chafe,  the  Delphine,  a  French  piivateer 
cutter,  picfced  for  ig^  g"ns,  four  mounted,  and  38  men  on  board.  She 
failed  from  St.  Maloes  fix  days-  ago,  in  company  with  a  lugger  ;  had 
captured  the  Aftive  brigaptine,  ot  Jerfcy,  and  had  been  beat  off  the 
night  before  we  fell  in  with  her  by  an  Englifli  letter  of  marque. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  David  Lloyd,,  Commander  of  his  Majejiy*s 
Sloop  Termagant^  to  Evan  Nepcan,  E/q.  dated  at  Hull^  the  ^oth  uU, 

Sir, 
YOU  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  Commif- 
lioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  on  the  28th  inftant,  the  Spurn  Point 
bearing  W.  N.  W.  diftant  four  leagues,  1  captured,  after  a  chafe  of 
four  hours,  the  French  privateer  fchooner  Le  Vii^oire,  of  14  guns  and 
74  men.  She  had  been  out  ten  days,  and  captured  two  colliers,  and 
was  in  purfuit  of  an  Englifh  noerchantman  when  I  firft  difcovered  her. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &:c. 

DAVID  LLOYD. 


•  (    IS    ) 

- '"  From  the  LONDON  GAZETTP,  Jan.  9,    1798. 

Admiralty  Office^  Jan.  9. 

■-^Cijftr  'of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon,  Lord  Bridport^  K.  B.  AdfMral  of 
^^  the  Wjitey  t^L\  to  Evan  Nepean^  Efq.  dated  tfjt  yth  infant.  ^ 

:^'        Sir, 

"    .   HEREWITH  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Ncw- 
■•*•  imn,  of  his  Majcfty's  fhip  Mermaid,  which  1  tranfmit  for  their  Lord- 
' '  fliips'  information.  1  am,  &c. 

^        '  BRIDPORT. 

MyLordi  Mermaid^  at  Sea^  Jan.  i. 

-*-'      I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,    that  yefterday 

(Belleifle  bearing  E«  N.  E.  30  leagues)  I  fell  in  with  and  captured  L'Ad- 

' .  venture  letter  ofmarque,  formerly  the  Onflow  Guineaman  of  LiverpooJ, 

"  mounting  10  four  and  two  eight  pounders,  and  had  on  board,  when 

'^   capture<1,  190  men-    She  failed  from  L'Oricnt  on  Thurfday  laft,  in 

company  with  two  other  privateers,  one  of  30  and  the  other  or  24  gunsy 

:'   and  had  not  captured  any  thing. 

I  have  the  hdnpur  to  bo,  &c. 

JAMES  NEWMAN. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport^  K.  B. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,   Jan.  13,    1798. 

Admiralty  Qfficef  Jan.  13. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Richard  King,  Bart,  Commander  in  Chief  of  ha 
Majejly*s  Ships  and  Vejfels  at  Plymouth^  to  Evan  Kepean^  Efq.  dated 
Cambridge^  in  Hamoaze^  the  Jth  of  January. 

Sir, 
YOU  will  be  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  Lordfhips,  that  his  Majefty's 
hired  cutter  Stag  arrived  tliis  day  wiih  La  Zelie,  French  iugger  pri« 
vateer,  carrying  four  guns  and  47  men,  which  ihe  captured  the  5th  in- 
fiant  off  the  Start. 

R.  KING. 
Admiralty  Office y  Jan.  13. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Peyton^  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Ma» 
jefifs  Ships  and  Vejfels  in  the  Donvns^  to  Evan  Nepean^  Efq.  dated  mi 
board  the  Overyffel^  the  12  th  of  January. 

Sir, 
I  HEREWITH  fend  you  enclofed  a  letter  I  have  this  day  received 
from  Captain  Lloyd  of  his  Majefly's  floop  Racoon,  of  this  date,  Hating 
hi?  halving  captured  Le  Policrate  French  privateer  cutter,  carrying  10 
guns  and  72  men,  yederday  morning  off  Beachy  Head,  which  letter 
yoa  wiU  be  pleafed  to  lay  before  their  Lordfhips. 

J.PEYTON. 

.   Sir,  ^coonp  in  the  Dovons^  Jam  is. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  yefterday  morning  at  feven  A.  M". 
fieachy  Kfead  bearing  ndrth-eall,  diftant  about  feven  leagues,  I  difco- 
Vol.  VU.  D  ^wA 
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vered  a  cuttet  in  the  fouth-eaft.  I  immediately  made  all  fail  in  jchafe,  and 
after  a  running  fire  of  two  hours,  within  muiket-diot,  came  up  with  and 
captured  Le  Policrate  French  privateer,  carrying  72  men,  and  mounting 
16  gui^  five  of  which  were  thrown  overboard  during  the  chafe*  She, 
is  an  entire  new  veflfel,  copper-bottomed,  completely  fitted  for  three 
months,  and  bound  to  the  Weft  Indies:  failed  from  Dunkirk  on  Tuefday 
laft,  and  had  not  taken  any  thing.  It  is  a  matter  of  much  concern  for  me 
to  add,  that  in  confequence  of  my  being  under  the  necefiity  of  carrying  a 
very  heavy  prefs  of  lail,  my  deck  (the  chafe  being  on  the  lee  bow)  was 
expofed  to  a  very  heavy  fire  of  mufketr)*  and  grape-fliot  from  bis  ftem 
chafe  guns,  by  which  Mr.  George  Kennedy,  the  mafter,  was  killed,  in 
whom  the  fervice  has  loft  a  moft  experienced  feaman  and  a  gallant  of- 
ficer :  four  feamen  were  wounded ;  two  feverely. 

ROB.  LLOYD. 
Admiral  Peyton^  fe*r.  fe'f •  Downs. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,   Jan.  16,    1798. 

Admiralty  Office^  Jan.  16. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Cattain  Reynolds^  Commander  of  bis  Majeftys  Ship 
La  Pomone^  to  Evan  Nepean^  Efq.  dated  Plymouth  Sound^  the  14/^ 
of  January. 

I  BEG  to  acquaint  vou,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  in  the  night  of  the  ft6th  ult.  I  loft  com- 
pany with  the  Phoebe,  in  a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind  at  W.  S.  W.  which 
came  on  the  8th,  and  continued  blowing  ftrong,  without  intermilfion, 
until  the  14th  ;  and  though  the  violence  of  the  gale  then  abated,  ftill  it 
blew  from  the  weft ;  that  with  every  pofTible  exertion  we  were  unable  to 
get  farther  to  the  weftward  than  29  degrees  of  longitude  before  the  3 1  ft 
ult.  the  day  on  which  my  limited  time  for  cruiftng  on  the  ground  pre* 
fcribed  by  their  Lordftiips  expired. 

On  the  firft  inftant  I  edged  away  to  the  eaftward,  and  on  the  5th,  at 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  night,  Uihant  bearing  N.  6$  deg.  £.  94  leagues, 
crofted  a  large  fhip,  ftanding  under  eafy  fail  to  the  N.  W*  I  inftant  It 
gave  chafe,  and  loon  got  clofc  alonglidc  of  her ;  for  it  being  thick 
hazy  weather,  (he  was  deceived  in  our  ftrength,  and  (hrunk  not  from 
the  a£tion,  but  had  the  temerity  to  exchange  feveral  broadfides  with  us 
before  (he  called  out  for  quarter;  in  which  we  had  one  man  killed  and 
four  wounded,  and  our  nnafts  and  rigging  confiderably  damaged*  Hav- 
ing (hifted  the  prifoners,  and  our  carpenter  plugged  up  eight  (hot-holes 
ilie  had  received  between  wind  and  water,  we  were  about  to  take  her  in 
tow  (for  her  mizen-maft  was  fliot  away,  and  Hie  was  utterly  difabled  to 
carry  any  fail),  when  the  officer  on  board  hailed  us,  and  faid  (he  was 
(inking.  I  fent  all  our  boats  to  her  affiftance  immediately,  and  finding 
no  eftbrts  could  fave  her,  had  but  juft  time  to  draw  our  men  and  their 
wounded  from  her,  when  (he  funk  alonglide  of  us.  She  proved  to  be 
the  Cheri,  fi-om  Nantz,  carrying  twenty-fix  long  twelves,  eighteen 
and  twenty-four  pounders  (mixed)  upon  her  main  deck,  and  ftjo  men, 
comnoanded  by  Monf.  Chaft^n  ;  had  been  out  fourteen  days,  and  taken 
^Mihing:  ftie  had  11  men  killed,  and  12  wounded ;  among  the  latter 
^^fc'lhe  gallant  Captain,  wb0|  with  two  others,  died  of  their  wounds 
^^fceact  day. 

1  ^^ 
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On  Thurfday  evening  the  Eddjftone  bearing  N.  £•  twelve  leagues,  I 
captured  a  little  privateer  from  Ryfco,  called  the  Empnint  Fofle^  had 
only  two  fmall  carriage-guns,  fix  fwivels,  and  25  men  on  boani ;  ihe 
haa  been  out  but  one  aay,  and  had  taken  nothing* 

Our  main-mad  and  fore-maft  being  wounded,  and  both  of  them 
fifhedy  and  much  of  the  Handing  rigging  fo  injured  that  it  is  neceflary 
to  replace  it,  I  thought  it  would  be  expediting  the  fervice  to  fteer  di« 
re^iy  for  this  port,  inilead  of  Falmouth ;  and  I  hope  my  having  done 
fo  will  meet  their  Lordfliips'  approbation. 

Admiralty  Office^  Jan,  |6. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Captain  Stotford^  of  his  Majejly's 
Ship  Phaeton^  to  the  Right  Honourable  Admiral  jLord  Bridport^  dated  at 
Sea  J  the  ^ift  of  December  1 797. 

My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordihip*  that  on  the  29th  in- 
ilant  his  Majefly's  (liip  under  mv  command  oaptured  a  French  brig  pri- 
yateer  of  14  fix- pounders,  called  L'Hazard,  and  alfo  a  Spanifli  mer- 
chant-veflel  from  Nantes  bound  to  St.  SebaiHan,  laden  with  fundry  ar- 
ticles of  merchandife. 

The  former  (by  whom  I  fend  this  letter)  failed  from  La  Rochelle 
twenty-four  hours  before  her  capture,  and  was  proceeding  an  a  cniife 
to  the  fouthward ;  the  latter  being  fmall,  and  of  little  value,  I  de- 
ftroyed. 

The  Anfon  parted  company  the  fame  night,  in  chafe  of  a  fliip  that 
had  the  appearance  of  a  corvette,  and  I  have  not  feen  her  fince. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ROB.  STOPFORD. 

Admiralty  Office^  Jan*  i6« 

Extrafl  of  another  Letter  from  the  Hon,  Captain  Stopford^  of  his  Majefty*s 
Ship  Phaeton,  to  the  Right  Honourable  Antral  Lord  Brh^ort^  dated  at 
Sea^  the  ^d  of  January. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  his  Majefty's  (hip* 
under  my  command  this  da^  recaptured  an  Englifli  merchant-ihip,  called 
the  Arthur  Howe,  belonging  to  Dartmouth.    She  was  on  her  paiTaee 
from  St.  Ube's,  bound  to  Waterford,  and  was  captured  on  the  31(1  uk. 
by  two  French  privateers. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jan.  «o,  1 798. 

Admiralty  Office^  Jan.%0. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Sir  E.  Pelletv^  Commander  of  his  Majeftft 
Ship  Indefatigable^  to  Evan  Nepean^  Efq.  dated  at  Sea,  i  uh  of  Jan* 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  captured  this  day, 
in  company  with  the  Cambrian  and  Childers,  a  French  fchooner  priva«- 
tcer,  La  Vengeur,  of  la  guns  and  7a  men,  quite  new,  eight  days  fron* 
Oftend,  without  having  made  any.  prizes,  and  have  fent  her  to  Fal- 
zxiouth.  .  I  have  the  honour  to  bC|  &c. 

J,': .  E.  PELLEW. 


(    .8    ) 

Admiralty  Qffic$y  Jan*  ^o. 

C^fy  •/<»  Letter  from  Sir  E,  Pellc<w^  Commander  of  his  M^jefl/s  Ship  h* 
Jifatigable,  to  E'Van  N^pean^  Efq.  dated  at  Sea^  the  itth  imftaut. 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  this  evening,  after  a  chaft 
of  four  hours,  the  fqnadron  in  company,  1  had  the  pleaiure  to  capture 
L'Inconceivable  privateer  from  Dunkirk,  out  ten  days,  taken  notmsg, 
armed  with  eight  guns,  and  manned  with  55  men. 

I  have  the  honour  :o  be,  &c« 

£•  PELLEW.. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jan.  23,  1798. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport^  K*  B,  to  Evom 

NepeaMf  Efj*  dated  the  20th  inftantm 

Sir, 
YOU  will  herewith  receive  copies  of  two  letters  from  Capt.  Durham, 
of  his  Majefty*s  iliip  Anfou,  and  a  copy  of  one  from  the  Hon.  Cape 
Stopford,  of  his  Majeily's  Hup  Phaeton,  which  I  tranfinit  for  their 
Lordlbips  •  information.  '   I  am,  Sir,  &c«  &c.  &c, 

BRIDPORT. 

My  Lord,  -^«/^»i  Caivfund  Bay^  Jan*  ij,_ 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  your  Lord(hip,  that  in  the  pafiage  to  England 
I  have  retaken  the  Harmony  galliot  from  St.  Ubjc's  bound  to  Londooi^ 
alfo  the  Adtive  of  Baltinnore,  American  iliipj^  with  a  valuable  cargo ; 
and  the  George  Randulph,  under  Danidi  colours :  the  latter  being  a 
neutral  veiTei,  and  not  fufpicious,  after  taking  out  the  prifoners,  I  per* 
mitted  the  mafter  to  proceed  on  his  voyage. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
The  Rl.  Hon,  Adm.  Lard  Bridport,  P.  C,  DURHAM. 

t^c.  l-fc.  ^f. 

iNIy  Lord,  Phaeton y  at  Sea^  Jan,  1  r. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lord fliip,  that  his  Majefty's  (hips 
Aufon  and  Mermaid  joined  me  on  the  night  of  the  5th  inftant,  the 
former  having  captured  the  French  frigate  the  Daphne,  on  the  night  ot 
the  29th  of  December;  for  the  particulars  of  which  I  refer  your  Lord- 
fliip  to  Captain  Durham's  letter,  herewith  enclofed. 

This  captiu'c  gives  me  much  fatisfa^ion,  as  the  Daphne  was  the  only 
Britifh  frigate  in  the  poflelfion  of  the  enemy. 

The  alacrity  with  which  (he  was  dJfcovcrcd,  chafed  and  taken  pof- 
fefTion  of,  U|>on  a  lee  (liore,  on  the  a)aft  of  ArcalFon,  refled^s  (in  my 
opinion)  much  .credit  upon  Captain  Durham. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport^  K.  B.  ROB.  STOPFORD. 

tsfc.  &c.  ^c. 

Sir,  Anfon^  at  Sea^  Jan,  4. 

IN  confequence  of  your  (ignal  on  the  evening  of  the  a9th  of  De- 
cember, for  having  difcovered  an  enemy  cfla  the  S.  VV.  ftcering  to  the 

E.S.E. 
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£.  S.  E»  with  the  Anfon's  fignal  to  keep  a  iook«out  during  the  night ; 
the  itioroent  it  was  dark^  I  bore  up,  and  (leered  the  courle  I  thought 
mod  advifable  to  cut  off  theenemyi  and  have  much  pleafure  in  inform* 
ing  you  that  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  crpis  upon  her  during  the  night  i. 
having  exchanged  a  few  ihot,  flie  ftrucky  and  proved  to  be  the  republi* 
can  fhip  of  war  La  Daphne  (late  his  Majedy's  frigate  Daphne),  mount- 
ing 30  guns,  and  having  on  board  276  men,  among  whom  are  30  paf- 
fengers  of  various  defcriptions,  two  civil  commifiioners  (Jaiquelin  and 
La  Carze)  charged  with  difpatches  for  Guadaloupe,  which  were  thrown 
overboard.  The  Daphne  had  five  men  killed  and  feveral  wounded.  I 
feel  much  indebted  to  the  exertions  of  my  officers  and  (hip's  company. 

I  am,  &c.  C.  P.  DURHAM.  ; 

H^n,  Roh.  Stopford^  Captain  of  his 
Majefty^s  Ship  Phaeton. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jan.  *7,    1798. 

Admiralty  Office^  January  27. 

Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Graham  Moore,  Commander  of  his  Majefifs 
Ship  MelamfuSf  to  Evan  Nepean^  Ef^.  dated  at  Sea^  the  i6th  injt* 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  to  acquaint  you  for  the  information  of  their  Lord(hip8,  that 
this  6zy  at  noon  his  Majefty's  (hips  Melampns  and  Seahorfe  captured 
La  Belliqueux,  a  French  corvette,  now  fittea  as  a  privateer,  nine  days 
from  St.  Maloes,  pierced  for  20  guns,  mounting  14  eight-pou6ders  and 
four  carronades,  and  120  men.  On  the  nth  m(bnt  (he  captured  his* 
M^efiy's  packet  Prince  Emeft,  from  Tonola :  hut  I  am  happy  to  addg; 
that  the  Captain  and  all  but  four  of  the  packet's  crew  were  retaken  ia 
La  Belliqueux.  I  am,  &c. 

GRAHAM  MOORE. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Peyton,  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Maj^'^s 
Shipf.  and  Velfch  in  the  Downs^  to  Evan  Nefean^  Efq,  dated  on  board 
the  Overyjfel^  the  23  J  inflant* 

Sir, 
I  HEREWITH  enclofe,  for  their  Lord(hips*  information,  a  letter 
which  I  have  juft:  received  from  Captain  Lloyd,  of  his  Maje(ly*s  floop 
Racoon,  giving  an  account  oF  his  having  capturrd  La  Penfee  French 
fchooner  privateer,  that  lelt  Dieppe  on  Sunday  laft,  but  had  not  taken 
any  thing.  I  am,  &c. 

JOSEPH  PEYTON. 

Sir,  Racoon^  Dover  Roads^  Jan^  zj* 

1  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  yederday  at  eight  A.  M.  Beacby 
Head  bearing  N.  E.  by  E.  didant  about  three  or  four  leagues,  I  fell  ia« 
with  and  captured  La  Penfee  French  fchooner  privateer,  mounting  two 
four-pounders  and  nine  fwivels,  and  carrying  32  men  ;  failed  on  Sunday 
lad  from  Dieppe,  and  had  not  taken  any  thing. 

1  have,  &c.  ROB.  LLOYD. 

Jo/epb  Peyton,  E/q.  Admiral  of  the  Blne^ 

ISfc.  ^c.  ^c. 

FCQSV 
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From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jan.  30,    1798^ 

Admiralty  Office^  Jan*  jOt 

C9pj  •/*  a    Letter   from   Rear'a/imiral    Harvey^    Common Jer    in    Chief 
if  his  Majefti^s  Ships  and  Vejfeli  at  the  Leeward  Iflands^   to  Evan 
Ifefean^  Efq.  dated  Prince  oflValeSj  CarVJle  Bay^  BarbadoeSy  the  15/A 
of  December  i797t 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  their  Lordfliips,  that 
Captain  Weflern,  in  his  Majedy's  fhip  Tamer,  has  captured  the  under-» 
mentioned  French  privateei  s  belonging  to  Guadaloupe,  and  fent  them 
into  this  bay.    The  firfl  was  taken  on  the  4th  iuftant,  the  latter  the  'jlh^ 
a  few  leagues  to  the  windward  of  Barbadoes. 
Le  Dragon  fchooner,  of  J2  guns  and  80  men. 
Le  Dix-huit  de  Frudidor  floop,  of  10  guns  and  75  men, 
Thefe  veflels  are  very  fail  failers,  and  were  well  equipped.     The 
former  had  taken  an  American  brig,    which   was  recaptured  by  the 
Tamer :  the  latter  had  been  out  five  days,  and  taken  nothing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

liEN.  HARVEY. 

C^py  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Richard  King,  Bart.  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majefly^s  Ships  and  F^els  at  Plymouth ,  to  Evan  Nepean^ 
Efq,  dated  on  board  the  Cambridge^  in  Hamoaze^  the  %bth  «f  January. 

Sir, 
I  HEREWITH  tranfmit,  for  their  Lord  (hips*  information,  a  letter 
from  Lieutenant  Burdwood,  commanding  his  Majcfty's  hired  cutter  the 
Penelope,  acquainting  me  of  his  having  captured  1^  Venturer  French 
cutter  privateer,  with  which  he  arrived  this  day. 

I  am,  &c.  R.  KING. 

Sir,  Penelope  Cutter,^  Jan.  26. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  on  VVednefday  the  a4th 
inftant,  the  Start  bearing  N.  N.  W.  ten  leagues,  I  captured  the  French 
cutcer  La  Venturer,  mounting  two  three-pounders,  ^\%  fwivels,  and 
fmall  arms,  pierced  for  eight  guns,  carrying  33  men  ;  three  days  from 
J*leinpoul,  not  having  made  any  captures. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Admiral  Sir  Richard  King,  Bart.  DANIEL  BURDWOOD. 

Copy  of  a  Lrtter  from  Captain  Moore,  of  his  Majefy^s  Ship  Melampus,  /# 
Evan  Nepean,  Efq,  dated  in  Cawfand  Bay,  the  2  jth  of  January. 

Sir, 
YOU  will  pleafeto  inform  my  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
that  on  the  23d  inftant,  in  latitude  50  deg.  north,  longitude  12  deg. 
weft,  after  a  cloft  but  (liort  adion,  we  captured  La  Volage,  a  French 
Ihip  corvette,  lent  to  the  merchants,  mounting  20  nine-pounders  and 
two  eightcen-pounders,  and  195  men,  commanded  by  Citizen  Defage- 
neaux,  Captain  of  a  frigate. 

%I  am  forry  to  fay,  thai  two  of  the  Melampus's  feamen  were  mortally 
■indetl,  and  are  (ince  derjd,  and  three  more  dabgerouil^  wounded, 
ir  cntmy  had  four  killed  and  c\gJxiv^^o\\vA^% 
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The  officers  and  (hip's  company  of  his  Majefiy's  flitp  under  my  com* 
mand  behaved  p^rrfeftly  to  my  fatisfa£^ion« 

La  Volage  was  three  weeks  from  Nantz,  fitted  for  a  three  months 
cruiie,  but  had  vMily  taken  an  American  iliip,  and  deftroyed  an  Engliih 
brig  from  Beiiail  bound  to  Lifbon  with  coals. 

The  Captain  and  all  the  officers  of  La  Volage  are  navy  officers,  with  a 
conge  for  three  months*  I  am,  &c. 

GRAHAM  MCX)R£. 

• 

Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Earl  St,  Frncent^  Commandtr  in  Chief  of 
his  Majefy*s  Ships  and  FeJJels  at  Lifion^  to  Evan  Nefeaftj  Efq.  dated 
Ville  dc  Pariiy  in  the  Ta^uSy  January  io» 

I  ENCLOSE,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralt}',  letters  I  have  received  from  the 'Captains  of  his  Majefty*8 
(liips  L'Aigle,  Blanche,  and  Mercury,  and  Speedy  floop,  acquainting 
me  with  the  captures  they  had  lately  made :  three  ^  thofe  taken  by 
L'Aigle  (the  fourth  being  retained  as  a  tender),  Le  Bayonnois,  taken  by 
the  Blanche,  and  Le  Bbnjamin,  by  the  Mercury,  are  izh  arrived  in  this 
river. 

I  am,  &C.  ST.  VINCENT. 

Extras  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Tyler^  of  his  Majeflyi  Ship  VAigle^  19 
Admiral  Earl  St.  Vincent^  dated  off  Cape  Finijterre,  Dec.  28,  1 797. 

ON  the  26th  indant  I  chafed  in^  the  bay  of  Corunna  three  veffiJs^ 
and  captured  them,  the  Aurora  in  company.  I  left  her  in  charge  of 
the  prizes,  while  I  chafed  a  fufpicious  fail  to  the  weftward.  This  morn- 
ing I  fell  in  with  two  of  the  prizes  ;  the  third,  a  brig  laden  with  timber^ 
unfortunately  overfet  this  morning,  while  I  was  in  chafe  of  them ; 
however,  the  men  were  faved ;  the  other  two  have  hemp,  coals,  and 
nails.  On  the  30th  of  lafl  month  I  captured  a  French  privateer  of  four 
guns  and  52  men  ;  fhe  had  taken  three  Engliih  merchant-Aiips,  and  fent 
one  into  Lach  Bay.  I  fent  Mr.  Tritton,  the  matter,  and  20  men  to  cut 
her  out.  The  lame  evening  he  captured  a  Spaniard,  laden  with  far* 
dinias,  and  lent  her  for  Lilbon. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Hotham^  Commander  of  his  Maje/ly^s  Ship 
Blanche^  to  Admiral  Earl  St.  Fincent^  K.  B.  fefc.  Gfc.  ^c.  dated  at  Seif 
December  28,  1797. 

IN  execution  of  your  LordAiip's  orders  of  the  28th  of  November,  ycT- 
terday,  being  in  latitude  40  deg.  59  min.  N.  and  longitude  12  deg*  (9 
min.  W.  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordlhip,  I  fell  in  with  and 
captured  (after  iixteen  hours  chafe)  Le  Bayonnois  French  privateef  bng 
of  fix  guns  and  40  men,  31  days  out  from  Bavonne,  and  nad  taken  no* 
thing.    Her  guns  were  thrown  overboard  in  tne  chafe. 

HENRY  HOTHAM. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Rogers^  of  his  Majefy^s  Ship  Mercury^  U 
Admiral  Earl  St.  Vincent^  K.  B.  t^c.  (sfc.  ts^c.  dated  at  Sea^  Jat^  6« 

I  BEG  to  acquaint  you,  that  yefterday  proceeding  to  cruife  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  orders,  I  fell  in  with,  twenty  leagues  W.N.  W.  of  the  rock 
of  Lifbon,  Le  Bei^am'm  French  iliip  privateeri  belonging  to  Boun^u^ 
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pirrcfd  for  to  gaiis,  bat  mounting-  i6  fbur  and  fiar  peqnJfti  (lorf 
which  he  threw  overboard)  and  i%2  men,  which  I  atpcured  dfelraclii 
of  q6  hours;  the  Alcmene,  Lively,  and  Thalra,  under  the-orientf 
Capuin  Hope,  joined  company  during  the  chafe.  The  privateer  Ui 
extremely  well,  and  is  a  very  deiirable  (hip  for  his  Majefiy's  ktm^ 
^e  is  copper-bottomed  and  perfe^ly  new,  this  being  her'firft  croifc^ 
during  which  Ihe  captured  the  Governor  Bruce  En^lifli  brig,  framBHftoi 
bound  to  Faro ;  a  Portuguefe  fchooner ;  and  was  beat  off  by  an  Ea^ 
letter  of  marque.  I  have,  &c. 

THOMAS  ROGBKS.- 

Cepy  of  a  Letier  from  Captain  Donvnman^  Commander  of  bis  Mf^fMi 
JShopSptedy^  f  Admiral  Earl  Bt. Vincent^  K.B.  f^cfScficiaUi^ 
Oporto^  December  %t^  >797* 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  sift  infianr,  ibtt 
leagues  weft  of  theBayonna  iflands,  his  Majefty's  floop  Speedy  feflk 
with  three  Spaniih  privateers,  and  after  a  chafe  of  four  hoursy  cipcan' 
the  Pilgrim,  a  lugger,  mounting  three  carriage-guns  and  %%  men.  Tk 
other  two,  a  lugger  mounting  ^x  nine-pounders  and  50  men,  and  • 
fchooner  moanting  four  fix-pounder?  and  45  men,  made  dieiretcsyo 
into  Vigo.  Ihave,  &c. 

HUGH  DOWNMAN. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Feb,  6,  1798. 

Admiralty  Office^  Fei,  6. 

Opj  ef  a  Letter  frmn  Admiral  the  Earl  Si.  Fineent^  Commandtr  in  Chief 
of  bis  Ma}ffiyi*s  Sbipt  and  Feffels  employed  on  the  Coaft  of  Porti^  » 
Ewm  Nefiean^  Efq*  dated  on  board  the  FiUe  de  Paris^  in  the  TagMS^  tbt 
ftoth  of  January • 

Sir, 
1  ENCLOSE  letters  from  the  Captains  of  L'AigIc,  Alcmene,  and 
IWerany,  Speedy  and  King's  Fiflier  (loops,  reciting  the  captures  of 
French  and  Spanifli  privateers  made  by  the  fhips  and  (loops  under  their 
commands.  The  judgment  diiplayed  b^  Captain  Pierrcpont,  joined  to 
his  fptrncd  condu6^,  and  that  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  his  MajeftyTJ 
floop  King's  FiflicT,  in  the  a<5lion  with  the  Betfey,  does  credit  to  them 
and  honour  to  his  Majefty's  arms  ;  and  the  adivity  Of  all  the  croifeis 
under  my  comaiand  is  wonhy  of  commendation. 

I  am,  &c.  ST.  VINCENT. 

My  Lord,  VAigk\  at  Sea^  Jan.  j. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordlhip,  on  the  4th  inlontf 
off  the  coaft  of  Corunna,  I  chafed  and  captured  a  French  privateer  (hip 
of  «o  guns  and  90  men ;  been  out  eight  days  from  L'Orient  \  flie  is  cop^ 
pered,  and  a  faft  failer,  not  made  any  captures. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &C 
EaH  St.  rmcent.  CHA.  TYLER, 

My  Lord,  Alcmene^  ai  SiOj  Jan.  9. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  of  informing  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  Buona- 
|erte  French  privateer,  carrying  two  guns,  fomc  fwivels,  and  40  laext^ 

was 
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was  laft  erening  chafed  by  the  iquadroa  under  my  commaDd^  and  cap« 
tured,  after  a  few  hqurs  chafe,  by  his  Majefty's  (hip  Lively ;  ihe  has 
been  out  nine  days  from  Cadiz,  without  taking  any  thing* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Eari  St.  rinani.  GEO.  HOPE. 

My  Lord,  ''         His  Majefiy^s  Ship  Msrcury,  at  Sea^  j^an,i^^ 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  in  my  letter  of  the  6th  inftant, 
of  having  captured  Le  Benjamin  French  fhip  privateer  belonging  to 
Bourdeaux.  I  have  now  the  fatisfa6tion  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that 
this  morning,  Cape  Finifterre  bearing  eafl  half  north  40  leagues,  we 
difcovered  two  fail  to  leeward,  and,  upon  chafing  them,  foon  found 
they  were  armed  veifeli*  They  continued  together  until  the  Mercury 
came  almoft  within  eun^iliot  of  the  (lernmou,  intending,  as  I  fup* 
pdfed,  to  fiipport  each  other ;  but  upon  being  clofe  preifed,  they  fleered 
different  couries,  and  I  was  enabled  to  come  up  with  only  one  of  them^ 
sifter  a  chafe  of  eight  hours,  who  fired  a  fev^  (hot,  and  ftruck  his  co- 
iours.  She  proves  to  be  Les  Trois  Soeurs,  French  brig  privateer  be- 
longing  to  Rochelle,  pierced  for  18  guns,  but  mounting  16  fix-pound* 
ers,  and  100  men,  copper*bottomed,  fails  remarkably  well,  and  only 
live  days  out  of  port,  on  her  firfl  cruife.    - 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Earl  St.  Finc^nt.  THO.  ROGERS. 

My  Lord,  King's  Fijhcr^  ^^i^^y  J^f*  '«• 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th  inflant,  the  Burlings  bearing  eafl,  didant  about  fifty  leagues^ 
at  daylight  we  difcovered  a  fhip  on  our  weather  quarter,  and  loon  after 
perceived  her  to  bear  up  and  fland  towards  us  ;  at  nine  we  tacked,  and 
at  half  pail  flie  hoifled  French  colours,  and  began  firing,  which  we  re- 
tumed  as  we  pafTed  on  different  tacks,  but  at  too  great  a  diflance  to  do 
much  execution  ;  fhe  then  wore :  finding  we  could  not  weather  her  as  I 
wifhed,  we  fhortened  fail  for  her  to  get  abreail  of  us,  when  we  began 
to  engage,  and  continued  for  an  hour  and  a  quarter.  Falling  little 
wind,  and  our  jib-boom  being  carried  away,  fhe  fhot  ahead  of  us,  and 
endeavoured  to  make  off*,  crowding  all  fail,  and  firing  her  flern-chaiers. 
Having  got  out  another  jib-boom,  and  the  wind  frefliening,  at  one 
P.  M.  we  were  enabled  to  renew  the  a6lion,  which  was  continued  for 
half  an  hour,  when  flie  flruck.  She  is  called  La  Betfey,  a  fhip  pri- 
vateer, fitted  out  at  Bourdeaux,  copper-bottomed,  pierced  for  20  gum, 
but  mounting  only  16  fix-pounders,  and  had  on  board  118  men,  one  of 
whom  was  killed  ;  the  firfl  and  fecond  Captain  and  fix  feamen  wounded  ; 
the  fecond  Captain  and  three  feamen  fince  dead  of  their  wounds.  She 
had  been  out  1 5  days,  but  made  no  captures. 

The  damages  fudained  by  the  King's  Fifher  in  hull,  fails,  and  rig- 
ging, are  trifling,  and  I  am  happy  to  add  that  one  man  only  is  flight^ 
wounded. 

I  beg  to  exprefs  my  entire  approbation  of  the  fleadinefs  and  good  coa- 
iu&  of  the  ofiicef s  and  fhip's  company  during  the  aftion, 

And  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
EiiriSt.  rmctnu  CH.  H.  PIfiRREPONT- 


Vol.  VU.  E  c*to 
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Cdty  Bf  anather  LilHr./rcm  Adminfl  thg  Earl  if  Si.  lucent  ta  Evan, 
Nifeany  Ef^.  .dated  on  hoard  his  Majefiyr  Sbtf^Fiikde^Pariuiniht 
AiverTa^ks^  the  %oih  of  January*      '     *     - 

Sir,  •    "  '       ---'■■--'•■■-■':    -  *  ^   . ..  •   - 

I  ENCLOS]^  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Captain' Willi^c,  ebiin* 
manderof  his  Majeily*s  ftore-diip  the  Gorgon,  wbofe-jud|inricnt^lt»  bear- 
ing aWay  for  Liibon  upovi  rheintellij^ce  beltad  obtained^  rrieets'kiiy  foil 
approbation  \  and  you  will  acquaint  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Aomiralty  with  his  fubfcqncnt  fucccff.  •    .  -        ;     . 

laai,  fcc.  8T.  VINCENT. 

My  Lord,  His  Majejfy's  Ship  Gorgon^  Tidrm,  .J^nj,  i6. 

I  HAV£  the  pleafure  of  acquainting  yoiir Lord^ip,  watat  h|Jf  pad 
noon  on  Saturday  the  13th,  in  lat.  46  deg.  9  fniq.long.  7  dc^«  33  niin. 
Cape  Finiderre  bearing  S.  so  W.  about  70  leagues,  IfeU  lainFiih-.^d 
retook  the  Ann  brig  of  Dartmouth,  bound  mm  NewfoMndW4  ^ 
Liibon.  She  had  been  taken  1 5  days  by  a  Freooh  privaUer  t_  aiMd  w^iic 
exchanging  people^  another  brig  under  national  colours  bore  down  upon 
lis,  who,  after  a  few  (hot  being  Ared  at  her,  ilruck  to  his^Majefly's  mip 
under  my  command  ;  ihe  proves  to  be  Le  Henri,  a  French  privateer 
from  Nantes,  carrying  14  guns  and  108  men ;  flie  had.  thrown,  five  of 
her  guns  overboarcl,  and  h^  been  out  five  days,  and  tak<q  noti^f^  I 
immcdiatcy  ordered  my  firft  Lieutenant,  Archbald,  witb.Mn-Ti^lton, 
and  fixteen  other  fupernumeraries  belonging  to  L'Aigle,  to  take  pof- 
fcifion  of  her,  and  proceed  in  company  with  me  to  LifKont- wbec?  I  ^ave 
the  additional  pleafure  to  bfbrm  your  lx>rdiUtp  ihe  is  fafe  arri^y  «Ofi 
have  every  reafon  to  believe  the  l)rig  will  (hortly  join  us. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 
Earl  St.  Fincent.  RICH,  WILUAMS. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  frotu  Sir  Ed^ward  Pelhvjy  Captain  of  1^$  Maj^yU  Sbtf 

Indefatigahlc^  to  Evan  Ncpcan^  Efq*  dated  at  Sea^  the  2%th  of  Jaiu  ■. 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that  I  this  day,  in  cottopany 
with  his  Majefty's  (hip  Cambrian,  captured  i\\t  French  ihip  priviaeer 
L*Heureufe  Nouvelle,  of  2t  guns  and  130  men,  ftx>m  Breft  tWny-fix 
days,  in  which  time  they  had  taken  nothing  but  a  large  (hip,  aa  Ame- 
rican, called  the  Providence,  loaded  with  fugar  and  cotton,'  which-I  am 
ill  hopes  of  retaking,  having  left  the  Cambrian  in  chafe  of  her. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  EDW.  PELLEW. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Feb.  ij,  179?.  -    ■ 

Admiralty  Office^  Feh,  13. 

ZxtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Earl  St.  F^itcent,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majcfly'*s  Strips  on  the  Coajl  of  Portugal^  to  Evan   'Sepean^  Efj* 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty^  dated  f^llc  de\PariSf  in  the  Tagus^  the  %tih 
of  January  % 

I  ENCLOSE  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Digby,  of  his  Bija*- 
^-^Hy^s  fl)ip  Aurora,  relative  to  the  capture  of  a  Spaniih  fchooner  letter 
X23ai'que  from  Laguira. 
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£xmS  !cf^  iMtrfirom  CaUain  Digh^  rfbis.  Majeft/s  Si^  Aurora^  /« 
Admiral  Earl  St.  rimceatf  date  J  the  z%tb  of  January.. 

I  HAV£  the  booour  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  captured  on  the  1 7th 
inftant*  to  th«  wcflward  of  Ca|>e  Finiuerre,  La  Cafuaiided  Spaailh  letter 
of  marque  (icbooner  rigged),  mounting  fix  guns  and  1 7  men,  Don  Yiidro 
Ottytzc  cooHxiaAder  i  47  days  from  Caraccas,  with  a  cargo  of  cocoa* 

Cofy^  of  a  Litter  from  P^ict-admlral  Kii^smiU^  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Mai^tfs  mps  and  F'ejfeh  on  the  Coqfi  of  Ireland^  to  E*tHin  Nepean^ 
Efq.  dated  at  C&rk,  the  i^h  inftant. 


PLEABE  to  lay  before  my  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty 
the  accompanying  letter  to  mc  from  Captain  Frafer,  of  his  Majedy's  fhip 
Shannon,  gWing  an  account  of  his  havmg  captured,  oflfCape  Clear,  on 
the  ^  inlhiht,  a  large  fhip  privateer,  mountmg  24  guns  and  1 50  men, 
with  which  he  arriv^  here  laft  evening. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  R.  KINGSMILL. 

'■'-'  Sir»  Shannon^  Conn  of  Cork  ^  Fel*%. 

I  B£0  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  yefterday  at  three  P.  M.  being  fix 
or  ^ght  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  Cape  Clear,  with  his  Majefiy's  (hip 
imder  my  cornmand,  I  faw  and  gave  chaie  to  a  fhip  in  the  N.  £.  She 
at'firft  hoifted  Englifh  colours,  but  on  the  Shannon's  firing  a  (hot  to- 
wards her^  (he  hauled  them  down,  hoiftcd  the  national  flag,  and  fired 
hefr  ftem-chaies  ;  continuing  to  do  fo  (without  effect)  until  the  Shan- 
non's  (hot  fell  far  beyond  her,  when  (he  (truck  her  colours,  and  brought 
to  at  five  P.  M. 

She  Is  called  Le  Duguay  Trouin,  a  privateer  of.  St.  Malo,  com- 
manded by  Citizen  Legue,  mounting  24  fix-poundera,  feveral  of 
which  were  thrown  ovtrlK>ard  during  the  chafe,  and  armed  with  1 50 
)  tnen. 

She  failed  from  St.  Malo  the  3d  of  November,  but  having  been  forced 
into  Che  river  Benois,  in  Brittany,  by  bad  weather,  (he  had  been  only 
fight  days  from  thence ;  (be  had  taken  nothing  until  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  day  I  fell  in  with  her,  when  flie  captured  the  Wilding  of  Li* 
verpool,  Henry  Ward  mafier,  from  Jamaica,  a^  of  whofe  crew  1  found 
on  board  her«  - 1  have  to  regret  the  extreme  hazinefs  of  the  weather  all 
day,  which  prevented  any  object  from  being  feen  at  more  than  four  or 
five  mitef  difiance,  otherwife  I  think  I  muft  have  feen  and  recaptured 
that  (hip ;  but  it  blowinj^  very  frelh  at  well,  it  was  late  in  the  night  be* 
fore  the  prize  could  be  (ecured  and  the  prifoners  (hifted,  which  having 
done,  I  thought  it  nece(raryi  from  the  number  on  board,  and  the  fiatcr 
of  the  Shannon's  rigging,  which  had  fuffered  much  in  the  late  gale,  to 
proceed  for  this  port. 

Le  Duguay  Trouin  is  112  feet  long  on  the  gttn*deck,  and  30  feet 
broad;  (he  is  very  well  found  in  every  thing  as  a  privateer,  and  (ails 
f»ft.  i  have  the  honour  to  be>  &c 

Yice^admiral  Kingsmill^  Cork.  ALEX.  FRASER. 


E  %  \\KefS^ 


(    $6    } 

From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Feb.  xjr,  17^8, 

Aimirahy  OfflcK'Fel.i*}. 

JllxifaB  of  d  "Letter  from  yice-admirkl  Khtgsmfll^  Commawitt  in  Chief 
of  bh  Majtjtfs  Shipi  and  VeJJeU  6n  the  Coaft  of  irelanJ^^i&E^in 
jlepefiny  Efq^,  dated  at  Cork^  the  gtb  infi, 

I  REQUEST  you  will  lay  before  their  Lordfiiips  the  acconapanyiog 
UtC^r  to  lite  from  Lord  A.  fieauderlc,  giving  an  accouat  oi  his  bayir^ 
captured  aad  brought  in  here  Le  Mars  of  Nantes,  a  new  coppered  ibip 
privateer,  mounting  16  guns  and  azo  naeo.  .    .  \ 

Sir,  Dtyadf  Cprk  HarioMr^  Fii^a. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  4th  infi.. at  five  A«M. 
Cape  Clear  N.  E.  twenty  leagues,  I  captured  Le  Mars,  a  (lout  fafi-iUl- 
ing  privateer  from  Nantes,  pierced  for  20  guns,  had  mounted. ia 
twelves,  2  eighteensy  and  %  twelve-pound  carronades,  with  %z%  men ; 
had  been  out  49  days,  and  not  captured  any  thing. 

I  am,  &c 
ruc^dnnral  Kingmill,  (ff^.  A.  BEAUCLERK. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Feb.  ao,  1798. 

Admiralty  Office ^  j^eh.  ao. 

QofJ  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport^    JT.  B.  to  Evan 

Nefean^  Efq.  dated  the  l6/<6  infi. 

YOU  will  herewith  receive  for  their  Lordfhips*  infomuition,  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Capt.  Durham,  of  his  Majefty's  ihip  Anfoo,  ffcating  his 
having  captured  Le  Jafon  fhip  privateer  of  Nantes,  coppered,  mout^ting 
\%  guns  and  108  men. 

You  will  alfo  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Herbert,  of  hit 
Majefty's  ilup  Ametia,  dated  the  14th  inflant,  ftating  his  having  cap- 
tured La  Brancbe  d'Olive,  a  French  merchant  brig,  ladeo  with  flour, 
beef,  wine,  and  brandy  ;  and  with  his  having  fallen  in  with  a  ibaall  con- 
voy in  the  Paifage  du  Raz,  and  captured  Le  Culcivateur  de  Rochelle  brig^ 
and  an  armed  chaife  maree ;  but  the  latter  having  (buck  upon  a  rock^ 
he  was  obliged  to  deilroy  her. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c.  &c.  IfRIDFQRT. 

My  Lord,  Airfo^  tu  Sea^  Feh  8* 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  3roiir  Lordihip,  that  I  have  this  ^y  qip* 

ered  Le  Jaiba  French  privateer  of  1%  guns  and  108  men,  belonging  to 
antes,  copper-bottoraied,  out  two  days,  and  made  no  captures* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  mY  Lord,  &c.  ice.  &c 
Right  Hon.  Lord  BridfMrt,  K.  B.  F.  C.  DURHAM. 

My  Lord,  Amelia^  Plymouth  Sounds  Feb.  14. 

I  HAVE  to  inform  your  Lordfhip  of  the  arrival  of  bis  Majefly's  (hip 
Amelia  here  this  morning.     Your  LordQiip  will,  from  Captain  Stirling, 
ve  heard  of  my  parting  from  him  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  on  the  31ft 
'(•    As  /bon  as  the  weather  made  it  poiTible,  I  returned  off  Ufliant, 

rdmg  to  my  orders.    1  insAt  ^  u\^\  ^xxkck^v  \a  ^^fco^  a  man  of 

'•■    ■•  •  ■     .  • >^<^j^ 
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war  brig,  and  cutter^.  ]u(l  to  the  northward  of  Point  St.  Mattfaew^bnt 
quitted  it  almoft  iminediatelyy  finding  from  their  fituation  it  was  impoC* 
nble  to  effe£t  it.  At  dark  1  came  to  an  anchor  off  the  Cap  du  Cherri, 
aod  feot  all  the  boats  armed  dole  into  Point  St.  Matthew's,  in  hopes  of 
taking  part  of  the  convoy  under  the  prbtedion  of  the  veflels  abovd« 
mentioned,  if  they  attempted  to  go  into  Breil  that  night.  One  bbat, 
however,  only  fell  in  with  and  captured  La  Branche  d'OIive,  a  Frepch 
merchant  brig  of  about  170  tons,  laden  with  flour,  beef,  wine,  and 
brandy.  The  next  day  having  feen  her  fafe  to  the  northward  of  UfluKlt^ 
i  got  in  by  dailc  clofe  to  Point  du  Raz,  and  at  daylight  faw  a  convojr 
of  one  brig  and  fome  chaflc  marees,  under  protcdtion  of  a  fmal!  Jugger. 
coming  through  the  PalTage,  The  lightnefs  of  the  wind  enableothc 
lugger  and  muft  of  the  chaife  marccs  to  efcape  ;  but  the  brig  Le  Cut* 
tivateur  de'Rochelle,  and  an  armed  chafle  marce,  Le  St.  Pierre's,  were 
captured.  The  latter  having  flruck  on  a  rock  in  the  Paflage,  I  was 
obliged  to  deftroy  her,  having  taken  out  of  her  part  of  her  cai^o,  con- 
iiftirig  of  officers'  baggage.  The  brig  is  about  130  tons,  laden  with 
brandy,  wine,  and  groceries. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  &c.  Sec, 

CHARLES  HERBERT* 
RJgJIft  Him.  Urd  BriJfortj  K.  B. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Feb.  24,  1798. 

Admiralty  Officii  Fih,  24.  • 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent  ^  A".  B,  Commander  In  Chief 
of  iis  Majefty*s  Ships  and  f^effeh  employed  on  the  Coaft  of  Portug^^  tp 
Mvom  Nspean^  Efq^  dated  on  hoard  the  Fillt  de  Paris  in  the  zagut^ 

Sir, 
I  ENCLOSE  a  letter  from  Captaili  Rogers,  of  hu  Mijefiy^s  Ihip  the 
Mercury,  acquainting  me  with  his  having  captured  La  Conlbnce  Fivnch 
privateer  of  18  guns^  the  third  taken  by  that  (hipdnce  her  arrival  from 
Newfoundland.  1  am,  Sir,  &c. 

ST.  VINCENT. 

My  Lord,  His  Majefly^s  Ship  Mercury^  at  Sga^  Jan.  ^jf. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  this  day  at  noon, 
the  Burlings  bearing  S.  E.  43  leagues,  I  fell  in  with  La  Confiance 
French  bng  privateer,  belonging  to  Nantz,  which  I  capturqd  after  a 
chafe  of  fiv^  hours ;  Hie  is  a  remarkably  fine  vefTel,  pierced  for  18  guni, 
but  has  only  12  fix  and  nine  pounders  on  board,  and  98  men,  copper* 
bottomed,  quite  new,  fails  very  faft,  and  is  only  ten  days  fhnn  Naotz, 
pp  a  cruife  off  the  Weflem  lilands. 

^    '  I  have  the  honour  to  bei  &e. 

THO.  ROGERS. 


FrtMD 
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Fiom the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Feb.*;,  ij^S^ 

Admiralty  Office^  Feb,  2J. 

bfy  $fm  hetierfr^m  Cabtain  Charles  Stirlingy  Commandir  0/his  M^^y^* 
Slfif  y^9u,  ic  Evan  Ufpcan^  Efq,  dated  at  Sea,  the  %^d  of  Fehruofy. 

^\    .Sir,    .      .  ■      • 

HIS  Ma^fty^s  ibif'uader  tnyoommaod  this  dav  captured  LeC«» 
wnr^  z  cpcvefie  beloDging  to  the  government  of  France,  and  oocn* 
flKioded  by  oAiceri  of  the  navy,  but  ient  to  the  merchanta  for  a  priva)- 
tecr,    Sb^  mounts  14  gnns,  and  has  1 50  nsen. 

1  iQAve  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  CHA.  STIRLING^ 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  March  3,  1793^ 

Mmiralty  Office^  March  3. 

THE  following  letters  from  the  Hon.  Captain  Stopfbrd,  trinihiitred 
bgr  Lord  Bridport ;  from  Lieutenant  Webb,  through  the  hands  of  Capt. 
HfDoualU  eonunandinff  at  Yarmouth ;  and  from  Mr.  G.  Broad, 
Afough  tbo&  of  Admiral  Peyton,  were  recehred  at  this  office : ' 

.    My  Lord,  Phaeton^  at  Sta^  Feh.2x^ 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  on  the  9th  inflant^ 
is  confequence  of  the  vigilance  of  Captain  White,  in  keeping  fight  of 
aatf  .4Pidting  fignals  for  a  iail  in  the  S.  £.  in  very  thick  and  iqualiy  wea* 
thcr,  I  was  cnabM,  in  his  Majefty's  fliip  under  my  command,  to  come 
«p  with,  aad  capture  a  French  diip  privateer  called  La  Le>;ere,  out  2\ 
)ipu|>:'fJrQm  L'Oiient,  bound  to  the  Weft  Indies,  moulding  14  eight- 
yeronders,  and  4  thirty-two  pound  carronades,  and  manned  with  130 
menu  La  Legere  was  built  for  a  corvette,  and  has  been  employed  as 
luck  uptil  thefc  few  months,  when  (lie  was  fitted  for  a  privateer,  and 
l&iTs  &  well,  that  her  capture  would  have  been  confiderabiy  delayed,  if 
fte  had  not  carried  away  her  fore  and  main  topriiafts  during  the  cbaie^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ROB.  STOPFORD. 
Rt^jt  Hotu  Lord  Bridport y  K.  B. 

My  Lord,  Phaeton^  at  Sta^  Feb.  ai. 

IN  addition  to  my  letter  to  your  Lordfhip  of  this  day's  date,  1  have  to 
inform  you,  that  tlie  Mermaid  and  Sylph  being  in  chafe  in  the  S.  W. 
have  returned  with  an  American  diip  from  Bolton  to  Amfterdam,  that 
had  been  izktix  by  a  French  privateer.  Tlie  American  (liip  (called  the 
X^m.)  is  originally  from  Batavia,  with  a  valuable  cargo,  and  ftopped  at 
^f^on  for  fre(h  papers,  without  changinj/  her  cargo.  1  fejod  the 
Nyniphc  into  port  with  the  two  captured  vefTels. 

I  have  the  hoaour  to  be,  &c. 

ROB-  STOPFORD.    . 
Mi^frt  Hon*  Lord  Brwferty  JT.  B* 


%i 


Sir,  His  Majefly*s  armed  Cutter  Cobourg,  Feb,  26. 

tlAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  yefterday  morning  at  fevcn 
i;  having  Cromer  bcaxmg  S,  t*]  '^ ,  iV^sax^-iNR^  V'^v^^t^  we  fell 
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in  withy  and  after  nine  hours,  chafe  (during  which  we  ran  one  himdre^ 
miles,  one  half  the  tithe  blowing  a  hard  gale  of  Mrind  at  W«  N.  W.)^ 
we  came  up  alongfide  and  captured  La  Revanche,  French  lugger  privA* 
teer  of  1 6  guns  and  6z  men,  after  a  running  fight  of  two  houci^  c^gfe 
alongfide. 

Sb;  attempted  to  board  us  twice,  but  being  repulfed,  and  a  -well^Kfi* 
re£ted  broadfide  having  brought  her  main  and  mtsen  mafis  bj  th<('lk>^f4» 
and  diet  her  fore-yard  away,  they  called  for  quarter. 

Wc  had  no  fooncr  taicen  poiTeifion  of  bar,  than,  with  the  utmofi  dif« 
ficuky,  and  alt  the  exertion  we  poifibty  could  make  ufe  of  in  setting  the 
prifoners  (liifted,  and  our  owvi  people  back,  when  (he  funk,  naving  re. 
cetved  above  forty  (hot  between  wind  and  water.  She  had  feren  mea 
killed  and  eight  wounded.  I  am  happy  to  add,  we  had  only  two  men 
ilightly  wounded ;  the  damage  we  fuitamed  is  moitly  in  our  mafls,  fpars, 
bm  and  rigging*  She  was  a  remari^able  fine  fiift-l'ailing  vefle*,  had  oaly 
cruifed  fix  days,  entirely  new,  fitted  out  for  a  month's  cruire,  and  the 
largeil  lugger  that  failed  out  of  Calais. 

I  wn  pwticularly  indebted  to  Mr.  Teffery,  mafter,  and  Mr.  Kol^ 
matei  for  their  attention,  aifiduity,  and  prompt  execution  of  my  orderly 
as  well  as  all  the  officers  and  crew,  whd  deferve  the  higbefl  commeada* 
tion  for  tlieir  alacrity  in  knotting,  fplicing,  and  fliifting  fail  in  variable 
weather,  and  through  a  variety  of  cour^  having  been  expofed  to  a 
iharp  arid  wdi-dire(^ed  fire  from  the  flem-cliafes  and  mufketry  for  near 
two  boura  before  the  action  commenced. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  Sdc 

RaiiTt  WDquoU^  Efq.  CHARLES  WEBB. 

Sir,  Re/oJutUn  Luggtr^  mt  Sea^  Feb.  fit. 

I  BEG  kave  to  acquaint  yon,  at  fix  A.  M.  Boulogne  bearing  £•&.£• 
diftance  about  three  leagues,-  the  Dolphin  armed  cutter  m  compady, 
1  fell  in  with  and  captimd,  after  a  chafe  of  four  hours,  Le  Fou  Epae» 
French  lugger  privateer,  mounting  four  fwivels,  befides  foaaU  araM» 
and  nnanned  with  1 7  men,  out  two  days  from  Dunkirk,  but  has  maAt 
no  captures.    The  lugger  I  funk.  Hie  being  fo  very  leaky. 

1  am,  &c.  GEORGE  BROAD. 

JJmiral  Te^ion^  Downs,  isfc^  fe'r. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  March  6,  179ft. 

Admiralty  Office^  March  5. 

Cdpv  tfs  Litar  from  AJmiral  Sir  Richard  Kittg^  Csmmmtder  in  €3fUf  0/ 
his  Majeft/i  Ships  and  reffels  at  Plymouth^  to  Evan  NefiMi,  Efy. 
dated  March  3. 

Sir, 
I  HEREWITH  tranfmit,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  CSommif- 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  letter  I  received  this  day  from  Capt.  Manby, 
of  his  Majefly's  fliip  Charon,  acquainting  me  of  his  having  captured  a 
French  lugger  privateer,  named  L' Alexandrine,  carrying  tour  fwivels, 
one  carriage  gun,  and  28  men. 

1  am,  &c-  R.  KING. 


/  C    4^    ) 

5!r»  HTs  Majefl/i  Ship  Charon^  tfTwhttfy  Marth  «• 

I  HA  vE  (lie  bdnour  to  acquaint  yon,  for  thbc  infornMitioa  of  tfadr 
LordQiips,  that  this  morning,  the  Bury  Head  being  N.  by  W.  two 
leagues,  I  chafed  for  three  hours,  and  captured  a  faft-failing  lugger 
privateer  called  L' Alexandrine,  commanded  by  Anfeline  Septan^  be* 
Jongtng  to  Breft,  but  lad  from  Morlaix,  mounting  four  fwirels  and  ooe 
carriage  guu^  with  28  men ;  out  fix  days,  but  had  not  taken  any 
thing.  I  have,  &c 

r»  Admiral  Sir  Richard  King,  Bart.  THOMAS  MANBT. 

£^c,  £s*r.  £sf c.  at  Plymouth. 

Admiralty  Office^  March  6. 

S»iraH  cf  a  Lftter  from  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker ^  Bart.  C&mmamdtr  im 
Chief  of  his  MajefiyU  Ships  and  Fejfels  at  Portf mouthy  to  Emm  Nepeam, 
Efq.  dated  il^  ^h  infiant. 

ENCLOSED  is  a  letter  from  Captain  Bowyer,  of  the  Cameleon  floop, 
which  I  received  this  morning  by  the  oihcer  who  brought  in  La  Souffleur 
Flinch  privateer^  captured  by  the  faid  floop  on  the  id  inflant* 

Sir,  Cameleon^  March  3, 

1B£G  leave  to  inform  you,  that  on  Thurfday  the  ift  of  March,  at 
ten  A.  M,  Guemfey  bearing  fouth  eight  lea|;nc8,  1  obferved  a  cutter, 

fave  chafe,  and  at  half  pail  five  P.  M.  it  falhng  little  wind,  and  by  the 
elp  of  her  oars  (he  efcaped  under  the  fons  on  the  lile  of  Has,  If  I  had 
got  three  leagues  more  di fiance  to  run,  I  fliould  have  captured  her.  At 
three  A.  M.  of  the  2d,  faw  a  cutter,  gave  chafe,  and  at  four  took  pof- 
ieffion  of  her.  She  proves  to  be  the  Souffleur,  thirteen  days  from  Cher- 
bourg, mounting  four  carriage-guns,  two  fwivels,  and  40  men,  and 
having  captured  this  crnifc  the  veflels  as  underneath,  three  of  the  maflers 
being  00  board  me  ;  and  I  am  in  hopes  to  retake  fome  of  thofe  ve^s^ 
the  wind  being  foutlu 

I  have,  &c.  R.  R.  BOWYER. 

P.  S.  I  have  fent  the  priv«iteer  into  port,  and  going  in  chafe* 

Peggy  floop,  of  Cardigan,  James  Prichard  mafter,  from  Dover  to 
Penzance,  with  wheat  and  barley. 

Camilla  brig,  John  M'Kcnzic  mafter,  from  Hull  to  FlymdUth,  with 
coals. 

Delaval,  Charles  Mann  mafter,  from  Sunderland,  loaded  with  coats, 
bound  to  Plymouth. 

Betfcy,  of  Guemfey,  Thomas  Townfend  mafter,  from  Gucro^ 
lK>und  to  Plymouth,  with  wine. 
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the  decifion  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  upon 
the  motions  refpeding  Ireland,  ibid. — His 
Majefty's  fpeech  to  both  Houfes,  on  pro- 
roguing the  Parliament,  579 — His  Ma- 
jcfty's  fpetch  to  both  Houfes,  at  the 
meeting  of  Parliament,  58i^Addrcf>  of 
ti^e  Houfe  of  Commons  in  confequence 
of  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  583 — His  M.i- 
jcfly's  anfwrer  to  the  addrefs,  585 — Ad- 
drefs of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  ihfd. — His 
Majefty's  anfwet  rb  the  addrefs  of  tlie 
Houfe  of  Lords,  586 
Petition  of  the  Dutch  merchants  and  (hip> 
owners  to  the  Dutch  Din-^rv,  on  the 
hoftiJe    trcatmcm   of  Frnvcn   privateers, 

Pinckney,  Mr.  appointed  one  of  the  Ame- 
rican roiniflers  to  rhe  French  republic, 
i63— Inftruftions  to  him)  ibid. — His 
credentials,  181— Full  powers,  1  Si- 
Letter  to  the  foreign  minifter,  announ- 
cing the  oHje£k  of  his  miifion,  183 — Pro- 
^refe  of  the  negotiation,  184 — Letter  to 


the  French  minifter,  109— Letter  to  .the 
French  miniftir,  on  the  cotidu^.^  of  Aha 
United  States  to  France  and  of  Fiance  fa» 
the  United  States,  222 — Letter  to  the 
French  minifter,  upon  his  reply  to  itm 
detailed  Icicer  of  the  American  lainiftersp 
399 — Inftiudions  to  hi^i,  430 

Proclamations Genet al  Buonaparte's  at 

Venice,  rerpe<fting  Ottoman  fubjeds, 
Giecks,  and  Albanians,  7 — Of  Admiral 
De  Gailes  to  his  failors,  10 — Of  thcCil* 
alpine  Directory,  relative  Co  the  mainte- 
nance of  pub.ic  order,  13 — Of  the  Exe- 
cutive Dirc<ftory,  that  the  French  arraiei 
be  ready  to  march  on  the  6th  O^ol  er, 
22 — Of  the  French  DiteAoiy,  refpe^ing 
the  invafion  of  F.nglaiid,  29— Of  ihe 
Executive  Diredory,  againft  the  Englifh 
government,  42 — Of  Citiacn  Rudler  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  countries, 
45  —Of  tlie  Executive  Dire^ory  to  the 
people,  relative  to  the  loan  for  rhe  inva- 
fion of  England,  59 — Of  the  BuCavian 
Conftirucnr  A(feinbly  to  the  people,  70— > 
Informing  the  Venetians  thic  Venice  if 
Co  be  united  to  the  Auftrian  territories* 
75 — Rcfpeding  fome  difturbaiices  at  Ve- 
rona, ibid. — At  Padua,  refpe^ing  the 
maintenance  of  pub  ic  tranquillity,  76— i' 
Of  General  Schauenbourg  to  his  army  ol| 
the  frontiers  of  Swiizerland,  that  the 
troops  are  to  make  no  more  conquefts,  77 
—Of  the  governor-genc^al  of  the  Mau- 
ritius, iefpc£ting  the  wilhes  of  Tippoo 
Sultan,  ib:d — Of  the  Emperor  of  Ruflja, 
dire^ing  a  fleet  to  repair  to  tlie  Sound,  t# 
pro:e£t  trade  againft  the  French  DireAory, 
83 — To  the  Batavian  people,  refpeAiog 
the  chan;;es  in  the  government,  85— >C^ 
General  Brune,  to  the  Sardinian  infur- 
gents,  9)-i-At  Tiirin,  refpeAing  the^- 
figns  of  eviU minded  perfons,  96 — Of 
Cardinal  Dorrt,  on  the  approach  of  • 
Fimch  army  againil  Rome,  108— To 
the  infurgent  communes  in  the  Rnmtn 
territories,  loq — Of  the  police  at  VTome, 
on  the  abolition  of  the  former  govern- 
ment, 1 10 — Of  General  Vial  to  the  Rn. 
mans,  on  the  tumours  circulated  af;ainfl 
the  French  ariry,  112 — Of  General  Ber- 
^hier,  rdarive  to  the  eftablilhment  of  a 
republican  form  of  government  at  Rome, 
If6 — Of  Gene- al  Schauenbourg,  deny- 
ing that  France  intends  uniting  Swirte*- 
land  to  the  Fmch  republtCi  146 — Of  the 
Sardinian  infurgrnts,  148— Of  General 
Berthier  to  the  Cilalpines,  on  the  neoef- 
fity  of  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  France, 
149 — On  the  difturhances  at  Vienna,  94)5 
—Of  th?  court  of  London,  declari^vg 
Genoa  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  hofttlity  wirh 
Great  Britain,  !|4i — Of  the  LofU  Liei- 
tenant  uf  Ireland,  on  the  breaking  out  <A 
the  reLdlion,  347 — By  the  High  Shc- 


ttttiEt, 


M  of  Tippcrary,  ordering  all  emi^ntt 
toreturn^  351 — By  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
DuMiiiy  rclpc£)iiig  feditiout  perfons  fe- 
creted  in  thai  city,  355 — Re(jpcAing  pcr« 
foM  GecRted  in  Cork,  355 — Requiring 
lifts  of  irms  to  be  given  in,  ih/d. — Invit- 
ing the  infurgcntt  in  Down  to  return  to 
riieir  allegiance,  359— Of  the  Wexford 
lufurgenti,  for  the  apprebendtng  of  cer- 
tain maigifirates,  360— Of  the  French 
general,  for  dlaUifhing  a  pmvifiona)  go- 
wtnrocnt  in  Connaugkt,  361 — Of  Ma- 
jor-general St.  John,  in  CIonnaeTy  invit- 
ing the  laying  afide  the  dilHnguifhing 
Badges  of  the  diBcrent  religious  it£ii,  362 
—Of  General  Nugent,  364 — ^To  vari- 
•ut  inlabitants  of  Mayo,  promiling  par- 
^n,  i^iW.— Of  Buonnpiirte,  to  the  people 
of  Cairo,  upon  the  motives  of  his  expe- 
ditiop,  440 — To  the  Pacha  of  Cairo,  444 
— Of  the  Auftrran  general,  on  entering 
the  Grifon  country,  546— —Of  the 
French  gencial  to  his  army,  rcfpe^ng 
Switzerland,  547 — Of  General  Btguinot, 
on  the  rc\'oIt  in  the  Netherlands,  548 
Proceedings  at  the  fining  of  the  DiicAory 
oh '.lie  21ft  December,  refpec\ing  »he  open- 
ing of  a  loan  for  the  inva£on  of  England, 

Fiuflia,  her  decliraiion  rrfpcfling  the  cef- 
fion  of  the  left  hank  <if  the  Rhine,  3 1 5 
— Her  declaration  refpeAing  the  demand 
«if  France,  thar  Ehrenbrtitftein  be  demo- 
lished, 337 — Her  note  refpcrting  the 
boundary  of  the  Rhine,  457 — Her  nore, 
rrquiring  that  the  illm'i  of  Eudcrich 
Ihall  remain  to  thr  Fmpire,  494 — Her 
anfwcr  to  the  French  norc.  in  which  Ihc 
lepeats  her  dcmnnd  rcfp^fting  Buderich, 
496 — Her  note  rcrped:ing  tl;e  blockade  of 
Ehrenbreitfleini  508 


R. 


^Kafladt,  congrcfs  at — Decree,  appointing 
the  congrcfs  to  be  held  at  RaHadt,  505 
^^Gcneral  powers  to  the  dcpuiios  of  the 
Einpire,  307 — Letter  of  the  Elector  Pa- 
l.uine,  on  the  views  of  France,  308 — 
France  demands  ihc  boundarv  of  the 
Rhine,  309 — Anfwcr  of  the  Deputation 
of  the  Empire,  thtJ. — The  French  mi- 
nift<*r5  perfil^  in  their  demand,  ilfid. — The 
Deputation  of  the  Empire  conceive  that 
the  boundary  of  the  R  hine  will  not  be  in- 
fixed upon  by  France,  310 — The  French 
■niniArrs  perfift  in  their  demand,  311  — 
The  Deputation  reouire  to  be  informed 
.of  nil  the  faciifices  defired  from  the  Em- 
pire,   312 The    French   minifters   re- 

qu'rc  the  ceflion  of  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine  as  the  bafis  of  the  treaty,  and  that 
the  indemnifications  (hould  be  granted  on 
the  right  bank,  313— The  Deputation  of 


the  Empire  eiprefs  a  willingnefs  tn  cede 
half  the  territories  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Rhine,  314— Th«  French  mioifiers 
demand  the  ceffion  of  all  the  kfr  bank, 
and  infift  upon  a  fpeed j  nnfwer,  ihid.— 
Declaration  of  Ruffia,  on  the  cefton  of 
the  left  bank,  31 5 — The  French  mimf- 
ters  require  a  potttive  anfwer  from  the 
Deputation,  whether  they  will  accede  to 
the  bafis  propofed,  316 — The  Depuu- 
tion  coofent  to  cede  the  left  bank  oa 
conditions,  3 17 — The  French  minidm 
propofe  fcculariutions  as  the  bafis  of  rbe 
indemnities  for  the  lofs  of  rerritories  on  the 
left  bank ,  iSfJ. — The  Deputation  coofenc 
to  the  mode  of  fecu!arisviom,  318 — 
The  French  minif^en  refufe  to  withdnw 
the  French  troops  from  the  right  bank  pf 
the  Rhine,  319 — The  Deputation  of  the 
Empire  require  to  know  the  qoantiry  cf 
the  lofTes  cxpe^ed  from  the  Empiie,  and 
repeat  their  demand  for  the  withdrawicg 
of  the  French  troops  from  the  right  bank, 
.3Z0 — The  French  minifters  demand  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Rhine,  the  forts  of 
Kehl  and  Caflcl,  the  demolition  of  £b- 
renbrcitftc'n,  and  the  transfer  of  debts  :o 
the  right  bank,  321 — Conclufum  of  the 
Deputation  of  the  Empire,  in  anfwer  to 
the  demands  of  France,  323 — The  French 
mcrdify  foroc  of  their  demands,  333— 
Vote  of  Auftria  on  the  demands  of  Frirce, 
refpefling  Kehl,  Caflel,  and  Elirenbreil- 
ftein,  336 — Declaration  of  Pruffia,  u?"n 
the  demand  of  France,  thar  Ehrecbrc:!- 
flcin  be  dcmolifhed,  337 — Pruflian  note, 
rcfpcf^ing  the  boundary  of  the  Rhir^> 
457 — Anfwer  of  the  Deputatfen  of  the 
Empire,  rcfpcftirg  the  immediate  notlr, 
;i/./. — Note  of  the  French  miniftcr!,  oa 
the  iilands  of  the  Rhine,  CalTc!,  cotn- 
xrcrcial  bridges,  nobles,  and  debts.  Ibid. — 
Vote  of  Aufiria,  on  the  free  na>*iganoa 
of  the  Rhine,  &c.  461 — Anfwer  of  the 
Deputation  of  the  Hmpiie  to  the  French 
note  concerning  the  navigation  cf  the 
Rhine,  CalTcU  fee,  467 — The  Deputa- 
tion confent  to  the  demf»l Irion  of  Ehie"- 
breitftein,  4'^9 — The  French  miniflcrs 
infift  upon  the  demands  made   in  thfir 

lart  note,  472 Con\frf.it»ftn  refpe^tinj 

the  lefufal  of  the  Imperial  minifter  to 
ratify  the  article  in  which  the  Deputa- 
tion confcnts  to  the  demolition  of  Ehrer- 
brcitftcin,47?— The  Imperial  minifter  re- 
ceives orders  ro  confent  to  no  new  ceffion*, 
476 — The  French  minifters  requ^e  an 
inftant  and  categorical  anfwer  to  their  Uft 
note,  ihiei — The  Deputation  of  the  Em- 
pire come  to  a  conclufum,  in  which  they 
reiterate  their  corfent  to  the  demolition  of 
Ehmibreitftein,  ibid. — ^The  Imperial  mi- 
nifter  tranfmits  the  conclufum  with  the 
3t:ick  refpcfling    Ehrenbreitilcixi  in  it, 

but 


INDEX. 


b\]t  dttllnen  giving  it  his  fandiony  477— 
The  French  miniAcrs  pcrfill  in  the  dc- 
rnamls  contained  in  their  laft  note,  ihiJ. — 
1'he  plenipotentiaries   of  various  coukts 
piefs  the  Depuration. to, accder ate  peace, 
478 — ConclUAim  of  the  Deputation  upon 
the  tolls  of  the  Rhine  and  debts,  479 — 
Bawian  note,  requiiing.  the  French  to 
renoonoe  the  fortified  poAs  on  the  right 
banlc>  &c   481 — Note  of    the  French 
xaiuiftersy  perfifting  in  the  demand  of  the 
ceflioo  of  Kehl  ahd  Caflel,  482— Notes 
fiom  the  Imperial  minificr^  contenting  to 
the  demoliiion  of  £hrenbreitftein»  483— 
Kotet   from  the  Deputation,    iceding  the 
ifland  of  Peteriavc,  requiring  the  rdlora- 
tion  of  Kehl  and  CaHel,  and  the  with- 
drawing the  Fiench  troops  from  the  right 
kmky  484 — Note  df  the  French  minify 
tersy    confenting    to    the    demolition  ,of 
Kehl  and    Caiflcl,    iHd, — Note  of   the 
French  miniftersy    refufing  to   Withdraw 
the  French  troops  from  the  right  hank, 
487~Conclufutii    of   the    Deputation^ 
refpeAing  debts  and  emigrants,  requiring 
the  renunciation  of  the  territories  ot  Kehl 
and  CaEel.  Ind  reiterating  their  demand, 
that  .the  French  troops  6n  the  right  hank 
be  withdrawn,  488 — Aufti  ian  vote,    re- 
quiring every  place  dn  the  right  bank  to 
remain   to  the   Empire,   403 — Note   of 
the  Ftench  miniAersy  cbnfeiifing  ro  thd 
reftoration  of  the  territories  of  Kehl  and 
Caflel,  on  conditions,  /^/J.-^-PrniHan  note, 
requiring  that  the  ifland  of  Buderich  flill 
remain  to  the  Empire,  494 — Anfwer  of 
the   Frenth  minilhrrs,  rcfUfing  to  aceedc 
to  the  ivquifition  of  Pruflia,  496— Pruf- 
fian  note,  prefiing  tlie  demand  refpcding 
Bnderich,  iSiei, — Imperial  note  refpe^iug 
the  blockade  of  Ehrenbrcitftein,  498 — 
Converiation  between  the  Fiench  and  Im- 
perial minifters^  refpe^ing   tlie  blockade 
df  EhrenbRitdein,    500 — ^Auftrian  vote, 
refpeAing    the    menace    of    introducing 
French  principles,  502 — Condiifum  of 
the  Deputation  on  the  navigation  of  the 
Rhine,  tolls,  bridges^    French  troops  on 
the  right  bankj  the  Frickthal,  fiuderich, 
&c.    /^/f/;—^ Imperial  decree^    refpeAing 
Ehrenbreitflein,    507 — Prufljan  note,  re- 
fpe^ing  the  blockade  of  Ehrenbreitfiein, 
308 — Conclufum    of    the   Empire,    rt- 
IpeAiog  Ehrenbreitl^cin,    509 — Note  of 
the  French  minifters,  pcrfuling   in  their 
former  demands,  and  rrfafing  farther  con- 
cefltons,  510— Note  of  the  French  ml- 
niAers,     refped^ing    the    retreat    of    the 
French  troops  on  the  right  bank,  511 
Report  to  the   Direif^ory,    refpeding  emi- 
grants, 14 — ^To  the  Council  of  Five  Him- 
dred,  on  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
Emperor  and  France,  31 — To  the  Coim- 
cil  of  Five  Hundred^  refpeAing  the  treat- 
Vol.  VII. 


ment  of  French  prifoners  in  England,  6i 
—Of  the  American  fecretary  of  ftaie  to 
the  PrcUdcnt  of  ihe  United  States*  da 
the.  proceedings  of  Catholic  officers,  15^ 
•— Ttf  the  Iiiih  Houfe  of  CoromonSy  oa 
the  rebelhon,  365 — To  the  Irifh  Houfe 
of  Lords,  on  the  fame  fUbjcA,  384 — To 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  treat- 
ment of  prifoners  of  war,  5 1 1 

Reveilliere  Lepaux,  his  fpecch  on  the  treat/ 
of  peace  between  the  Bmprror  and  France 
beii^  prefented,  3 1 

Riou,  .his  report  to  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred  on  the  treatnnent  of  French 
prifoners  in  England,  67 

Rudler,  Ciiiten,  his  proclamatioo  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  conquered  countrks^  45 
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Sardinia,  treaty  of  ofienfive  and  defend  al« 
lianct  with  France*  i. 

Schauenbourg,  General,  hit  procbmation  to 
his  army  on  the  frontiers  of  Switzerland^ 
that  the  troops  are  to  make  no  more  o  n- 
quefts,  77 — -Summons  Soleure  to  furren* 
der,  135 — His  letter  to  the  Diredtory^ 
139 — His  qiders  refpc^ting  a  change  of 
government  in  the  canton  of  Soleure,  141 
— Denies  that  the  French  government  in- 
tend uniting  Switzerland  to  France,  146 
— His  proclamatioo  to  his  army,  refpcct"* 
ing  Switzerland,  547 

Speech  of  Buonaparte,  on  the  (he  of  the  ift 
Vendemiaire,  14 — Of  Monge,  on  pre* 
fenting  to  the  DireAory  the  ti^paty  o£ 
peace  between  the  Emperor  and  France,  31 
— Of  Reveilliere  Lepaux,  on  the  treat/ 
of  peace  between  the  Emperor  and  France 
being  pitfcnted,  ihiJ, — Of  the  minify  of 
marine  to  Mr.  Swinbumej  on  his  audi- 
ence of  leave,  40— Of  Garat,  the  French 
ambaflador  tox  the  King  of  Naples,  on 
prefenting  his  credentials,  79-^His  fpeech 
to  the  Queen  of  Naples,  82 — Of  Syeyes^ 
upori  pt^fentiug  his  credentials  to  the 
King  of  Pruflia,  00— Of  Guillemardet, 
ambalTador  from  ine  French  republic  to 
the  King  of  Spain,  ou  prefenting  his  crc- 
dcntialsi  91 — His  fpeech  to  the  Queen  of 
Spain,  ihid. — Of  General  Berthier,  on 
taking  poflefTion  of  the  Capitol  at  Rome^ 
109 

Soleure^  fovereign  council  of)  decree  to  dc^ 
fend  their  religion  and  liberties  againft  al( 
enemies,  128 — Summoned  by  General 
Scliauenbourg,  and    forced   to  furrender^ 

Switzerland— —Berne    declines    complying 
.  with  the  demand  for  the  departure  of  Mr* 
.  Wickham,  1 1 7 — Mr.  Ochs  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Bade,  on  the  Swifs  revolution,  i  iS 
-^The  people  of  the  country  near  BaOe 
require  a  reftitudoR  of  ci^^  f.ts^  >fcfc 
G 
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rif  of  Tiprmf,  wMifiU  cnipMU 
M  mum,  3<i~-Br  ila  lart  Uqwr  «* 
DuMiD,   nlpcaiof  MMom  — ^- 


S]»— Ta  Mf. 

.   -y'ai  Mdcn  to  him  )<it|U[jurf  ^ 
,  -    >(«<  in  Wllw,  j»6 
.'  i',^  >ili«i  iTi.  U*  «if<nr  ftlbc  Ant 

v.'  '   ^^Sl  of  the   *lPtlllt»»Uir    BcTDHlltlC,  M 

. ', ''  fffrici  ■   ■  Of  .  afaiBtc  and  defcnfitt  lU 

^,'        luoce   lix»m   Sthkc   >iU   SMiiitB^  i. 

'^,         — or  tfaEiniOBof  MulbaiifcnlDFnKI, 

'■   ,^ii  iii. — Of  {CKi>  mid  of  u8«i(ive  aid  iti- 

'^..  if        fcaGTc  (Hiincc  bcnicn  the  FiBkli  vi 

..i,od         H«lwtk    RpiUici,    Tit. or   aluss 

;,.i:—  between  the  TMocfa  ui^  Cidlpiac  irpub- 

Sirifi  llci)    X. — Of    dmmcne    bctwnn    the 

Franch  ind  CiQdpinc  republic^  li. 
Tnuvf ,  hii  Icmr  u  ihe  CiblpiM  kfilbi 
JO — The  t«»,  OD   ihe   GtiucioD  of  the  CiUfiB 

republic,  196 
Tref ,  Dr.  hii  iMc&  tp  the  Rama  Cb 
nslio  In  Iidwd  rdpcQisf  the  1^^ 
lk«i.  357 
Turiuy— Memrul  of  tlw  Pone  •• 
the  inviFian  of  Efyp  ^  ibc  F^vb^ 
445 — Unniftlto  of  tk  Vont,  telinn| 
vir  (giinft  TniKt,  44& — Dccttc  for  ibe 
depobiiso  of  the  Gnnd  yiucr,  4j( 


%f^7  tviiwland  m  iKembk, 
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r-J^I  if  Fi™  Hundred,  itrpeSing 
jj*  ,^fim'  in  i«itM>l»od,  14,— 
t^  SihiiKObouig,  hy  ■  pmlmi- 
^Tdcfi"  ■''■"  '*"  rirnch  gavernmait 
^H^in  %  dcrign  of  annciins  Switinlind 


^.^c  ind  of  uffirnlive  ind  deftnlive  nlli- 
5t(  wiih  Fan«,  vii— Decfrt  of  thi 
n.-ln'ic  lesiflimrr,  tbar  the  Frmeh 
jimy  l>.»e  d(l«[rtd  »-«U  01  the  repub- 
lic, 54  > 

jnyr:,  '''  rpn^h  to  the  King  of  PnilTia, 
on  pitfeniing  hii  cicdcntials,  ^o 

SummBnt  It  rSi^ncral  Hatry  to  the  ran. 
nn:idint  nf  Nfentz,  in  furinideT  that 
tlij,  s+— Of  General  Sthaucnhourg,  to 
the  cumniandant  of  Solcure,  1  jt 


TiUcrranJ  Pjtifird,  hii  Inter  to  Runna. 
fattc,  H^on  Ine  diflutbancei  it  Rome, 
ic;— ll»  inforcr  10  the  detailed  Lilrr  of 
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negnctationi  183 — Repljr  of  the  Ariie^ 
ricar>  iN^tiarors  to  the  'French  minifter't 
anf%k-er  ^i  t^eir  detailed  letter*  399 — Ge- 
neral Mai-fhall  returns  from  Francct  417 
-—Mr.  Gerry *s  letter  lo  the  Preiident  on 
thefimation  of  affairs  at  IParis,  ihld-^ 
Mr.  Gerry  is  required  b^  the  French 
miniAer  torefume  rhenegotiatioCy  428— 
He  declines  refumihg  it»  ibfd. — Inflruc- 
tionfl  to  the  Amrrican  minifters  at  Parity 
430<-«0>rrefpoodence  between  Mr.  Gerrj 
and  the  American  minifter,  upon  the 
publication  of  thf  particulars  of  the  ne<r 
goH*tion,  431  to  434 — Hanteval't  letter 
to  Mr.  Gerry  on  the  negotiation,  434 — 
General  Wftlhi  ngton  accq)ts  the  commimd 
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OBSERVATIONS  oh  the  POLITICAL  STATE  of  the 
CONTINENT,  (hould  FRANCE  be  fuffcrcd  to  retain 
her  IMMENSE  ACQUISITIONS.  In  which  is  reviewed 
her  whole  Syfteni  of  Aggrandifement,  and  iht  probable  Advan- 
tages which  (he  will  derive  from  the  Subverfion  of  Italy  and  the 
Poflefllion  of  Belgium,  on  the  Return  of  Peace.     3s.  6d. 

VOCABULARY  of  SEA  PHRASES  and  TERMS  of  ART 
ufed  in  SEAMANSHIP  and  NAVAL  ARCHITECTURE. 
In  Two  Parts.  i.  French  and  EhgliOi.  2.  Englifli  and 
French*  Containing,  in  .both  Languages,  all  the  Orders  ne- 
ceiTary  to  be  given  in  working  a  Ship  and  carrying  on  the  Duty 
on  board,  as  well  at  Sea  as  in  Port.  The  whole  feleflcd  from 
the  bell  Authorities,  and  improved  by  every  Information  rcfult- 
itig  from  long  profeflional  Experience.  By  a  Caftain  of  the 
Jdritilh  Navy.     In  a  Pocket  Voluoie. 

A  LETTER  addrefTcd  to  the  GENTLEMEN   of    ENG- 
,  4AND  and   IRELAND,    ort  the   INEXPEDIENCY  of  a 
'  FfeDERAL  UNION  bctwceti  the  TWO  KINGDOMS.    By 
Sir  John  J.  W.  Jervis,  Bart. 

A  REPLY  to  "ARGUMENTS  FOR  ano  AGAINSI 
An  UNION."     By  Richard  Jebb,  Efq. 

LIFE  df  CATHARINE  II.  EMPRESS  o>  RUSSIA:  an 
enlarged  Tranflaiion  from  the  French,  by  a  Geniieman  manv 
Years  rcfidcnt  at  St.  Petcrfbiirgh;  with  Seven  Portraits — viz, 
I.  The  Emprefs  Catharine — 2.  rcter  llL — 3.  Emperor  Paul — 
4.  Staniflaus,  King  of  Pdland — 5.  Princefs  DafchkofF — 6. 
Prince  Potemkin — 7.  Prince  OrlofF;  and  a  correft  Map  of  th? 
Ruffian  Empire.  The  Second  Edition,  with  confidcrable  Addi- 
tions.    In  Three  Volumes,     il.  4s.     Boards. 

The  Britidi  Critic^  after  beftowing  an  uniform  commenda- 
tion on  this  Work,  through  no  fewer  than  eight  pages,  cloft 
their  account  by  ia)ing — *•  Upon  an  attentive  pjcrufal  of  thcfe 
••  volume?,  v/c  cannot  do  otherwife  than  acknowledge  their 
•'  merit,  and  recoir.mend  them  as  fully  adequate  to  rcpav  the 
««  time  bcftowed  upon  them,  by  the  entertainment  and  informa- 
**  tion  which  they  afford." 
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